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Nanking, April 19, 1939

Tamt Tre ;
S iagaié% to get 1 tomorrow, but have dccidpd ?ot }o Wait
for I fear thati i do this Ietter may not make ?he next boT}. 15?5}§e§
mail has been h' a-disappointing propogition thl; 13v? month tﬂﬂ?ﬂ%i +w by
should fat te get ity T probablwouldn'!t be able to-write. J?TE this present
administration anvhow if they.are Interfering with my letters. They are
few- enough at
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OQur-trip was without excitement:;
in the war, the old Chinese coaches were destroyed o ]
are new ones ‘thich are much better, although not ¥ept so a1 When
arrived at the station, we were ushered into an office by a guard and
registered and our bagcage examined. One's baggage is examined when one
gets on a train and when one gets off , s0 we were pretty thoroughly looked
over. But the inspe ctors were courteous and not unduly officious.

The mission buildings at Chinking suffered mudi more then ours
Theirs were practically strivped of everything movable, tables,
| sclentific apvaratus, pim os, beds from the dormitory. They are
 used for anything now, il e. the buildings.

... 1 have a Sunday school elass now, supposedly in English, but they under-
stand such a Yittle English that I am resolvedto practice my Chirese on them.
I've been rather encouraged at the progress l've been making, it's been slow
enough, but I find myself talking a lot more than I did in Chinese. I also
attended the junior church. There were about ninety children there, a very
forlorn ragged looking bunch of kids. The service was very poorly conducted,
I'm making plans now to see if it can. be improved. Poor kids, along with
their other sorrows, they have to have me to practice on them. I'm preparing
a story now to tell them. I have it pretty well in mind now.

The r est of the time, I "AiM€ nien-shu" i. e, read my book, i. el study,
It takes a while to get back what one has forgotten but ever so oflen o0ld
frierml s come crophing up, words that T knew quiék well in the past but had
not thought of for some time,

¥ I forgot to mention that I nad gone into competition with Niss Golisd
and am giving piano lessons, Unfortunately she is not Jjealous of me and has
offered to give me some 1little kids which she was inveighled into teaching.

So far I have three vupils. The first one is a girl whom I asked to come
thelp me with my Chinese and I was hardly in a position to refuse her, I tried
b tell her that I had never. gone beyond the first grade in music, but she
persisted. Then the word got around =m two more ceme. I ghall make them

pay me too in Chinese lessons.,




We had such a fine young people's meeting.Sunday afternoon. It gagv
really very Heartening., I'm one of their "advisgers" but the extent o-vny
activity thus far was to gee that thHey had some flowers in the room, qfolks
are so.poor now that they appreciate them, s0 verhaps that was ng so 1ittle.
There were about forty present. A young man who works in the jost off}ce
.spoke on "service" and® speke so clearly and simnly that I coul? understand
them. There was such a nice spirit through out the whole service. Thgre
was some instrumental music, and several solos, which were nothing anoer»
ful, but the group was so0 quiet and appreciative that everyone felt NaPDPYe

Yol can see that Sunday i ather busy day for ne., I'vg about ‘decided
thaot 1 cannet ‘go-to.the gli vice which cores at four~th1rty; Last
Sunday some guests came i at time and settled the matter for

that day,

¥ies Goldisch is taking very go0o6d care of me.
was as happy here as I
cause I've got a job here.

T'm' getting up now at six hecause I usually go to bed about eight.

There is nothing t6 do because we have no lights, except candles or 1little
lamps.  Three days a week I study at.eight o'elock, or whenever the teacher
~coneg. - There is no standard of time around here, evervone's clock is
different. Six times a week, arother teacher comes at eleven, and on
Tednesday afternoon and Saturday morning, a third teacher cones, making
eleven hours with teachers, I spent as much time or-more studying by rysec
sI.have. a'bonl, aalTed "The Ewo-yu Primer” " (Kwo-vu .means liational Banguage
which I study by nyself, It is mostly review, but it discusses fine points
of grammar, most of whioch I find I Xnow, but occasionally I glean out some-
thing on whivh I have been slipping. : :
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This week I started my Engligh classes with the a _ n - thi;
cormpound. That comes from four to five four times a 'w ' : is for
Junior high school and one £or senior high gchool studer 17 2} uppose
to be Fnglish C onversation, but I'm not Just sure how I'm coing to conduc
the senior c¢las s.  The Junior one went off swimmingly, It is more wniform.
But the senior group had some college shudents in it as well as some who had
had onhly a.vear: or two of senior high school, In that I think I shall aim

ttle lower than I did the First lesson,  May Uit the needs of more of them.
njoy these ¢ lasses very much zmd it brea¥s the monotony of gust study,

Nextweek, I shall have three more classes, from nine to ‘ten at. the
i echool at the chureh. . It is called -a review school, and is of Juntor high
school grade. I'nm supposedly teacling a*Bible c¢lass but 4t ey wrn out
‘to be mostly an ¥nglish elass. They had their spring vacation this week so
that T did not begin, ; : ;

In between times I work im the garden. My tulips are about to bloom,
They are not so nice ag they were three sears ;ago amt after they are through
blooplng I shall dig them up amd replant them. I've been trimming up the
shrubs and.rose bushes. It is a good way to get warmed up.

?hen'ifQI Teel able,: I top off the day by going to the "Family worshii
a meeving of all the folks living on the compoundyg or as many.of them as’ ¢
€ome. « Thev don't all come every night. ' Sowe never cone I guess, but some
come nearly eve:'ry night ) ‘ e o S
: ! ITY eflbe - There are a bout fifty there usually sbout i
‘them children, Tsually three»doms ; Ally zbout half of
‘ ey TR0y OHE of whiel Had asthma and gnores.
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