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Methodist 

Nanking, 

  

Dear Family: 

    

    

Well, you see, I have arrived. ‘And such a welcome as I have had. Je sot here 
Late Saturday afternoon, and the next day beins Sunday I started in. ene was 
larger congreration se was usual before the war, many of them young 
v0 my Sreat embarrassment, one of the girls came and invited me to come to the Young 
people's meeting at Gea o'clock ani sing a solo. My vrotests were in vain as Ifiss 
qOlisch took her side, and it seemed the only thing to do to let them find out for 

VES ntroduced, the t < 
that I camot singe. When I was i: 

~     told all my past Peete and aftes qd sach other, 
"She siness very beautifully and she has promised se 

thate 

Yesterday, Monday, I attended five meetings. They are on ‘iss Golisch's 
schedule but I thought I would trail along just to get introduced to evervone and 
to get. the hang of things again. 

We went first to chapel at our own school, which has become 2 vrémary school. 
The man in charge is ir. Kiang, a man who has been connected with our school tere 
for many years, and there are sbout eight hundred children in it. ‘There were only 
half of them at. this chapel, as t he toom would not hold all of them, these were only 
the three upper grades. They were singing easter songs, and as I sat on the platorn 
and looked at them, I couldn't help but think that they in themselves were a sort of 
resgurectione For the most part they were nice looking children, not different from 
the ones that we have had in our schools in the p ast. I can't tell:«you how déeply 
moved I was tO look at theme Somehow it made me feeb that bad as the situation is, 
it. is not hopeless. 
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Then we went to Kuilen church to the chapel o f the mimmth there. It is in 

Charse of Pastor Shen, the pastor of the church, ami is for students of junior hich 
school Srade. He has invited me to come three times t a class i 
muglish Bible. There were about two hundred there, t irls. 

They were a good look too. And how they could As 
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50 £0 back to my story of the five sermons 

the afternoon at two o'clock to 21 } 

here were two pastors and three Bible women and 

ry hearty in his welcome. He made me tea 

would be doing everything I wanted to in a few x 

   
    

  

T felt much encouraged however to find how much 

forgotten and I believe that by fall I will have overcome the worst oF thet: 

hendicap.e My impulse is to return to my former trade and pitch in and help on that 
Junior High work, but I'm trying to restrain myslelf. I believe that inthe end 
I will be more usaful in the work here, if I do not, but follow my original plan. 
the situation is likely to be that the native workers are going to be very much 
limited in what they can do for some time. Therefore they are anxious to have 
people, missionaries, who by virtue of being Americans can more about and speak 
more freelye 

 



  

I tried to make a carbon of that first page but see I got the carbon in upside town. We have no electric lights and very poor oil lampse I'm writing this in the semi-darkness, and didn't notice m° mistake until I took it out. Will you send this letter on to Ruth and have her send it on to @lars. 

Rutw persuaded me to buy mysef a pair of snow-pants. Atht the time it seemed a very silly idea for we have very little snow out here, but yesterday, Liss Golisch got tired of hearing me complain sbout the cold and said, "Why don't you wear vour heavy pants, and so I put them on todays They were the best thing I'd tried yet for they kept me warm down to my ankles. Vy feet of course stayed cold, The Chinese all looked at me in wonder #nd emazenent. Ruth had an idéa that T would weed them in case I ever had to flee for my life, but with my propensity for avoiding really dangerous situations, I thought she was getting a bit imaginative. Well, anyhow +'ve worn them onee. I shall put them on egain today. I took them off when I went on my bicycle trip this afternoon. Fortunately for. I nearly meited enytow, I got so hot. 

Coal is scarce and expensive and very poor. We have 2 fire in the dining room and I am sitting right up close to it ag I write. I thought I smelled popeorn in the kitchen tke but the cook has just assured me that wt is not. There is a.fireplace in my room in which I can have a fire but it doesn't seem to make any impression on the room; at lesst it is not warm enough to sit there. When the sun shines, I open the windows. 

This house had a very narrow escape from being destroyed. Two shells fetl very near it, both of them not more than fifteen feet from it, and there are big holes in the garden as a result. The windows in that side of the house were all broken by the concussion {Is that the right word?) ad the brick wall is all seared vy the shrephel. One piece hit the window frame and went through it and through the ceiling, through the attie floor and through a partition in the attice and out through theroof. There ig also a hole in the varlor celling from a shell or something. If those two shells had come much closer, they would likely have wrecked thst corner of the houvre, You see, what I say, nothing ever happens to me. Fven my house is safe, 
VT 
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My tplips are here and are just now getting ready to bloom. ‘he servant have the garden planted mostly with their vegetables but the gardener has planted some for us now. In ease of emergency, it will be a good idea to have something growing here, I wonder how Dad's came out. If I had thought I were coming back; I would never have given them to him. 
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There are a number of people living in the dormitory, mostly families who for some reason have no homes, not destitute people, but some whose homes were destroyed and they are living here temporarily. They have what they call “family worshin" with them, to which Miss Golisch and J usually go. They have been practicing Easter songse I did not &0 to night because I was so tired. The leader this week is a man from Shantung (about forty years ago) but he still has his brogue so thet I can understand very little of what he says. When he talks to me directly I do a lot of fancy guessing. He probably hes to do as much when I talk to him, 
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Hoping you are the same, 

Lovingly, Jessie 

 


