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Reproduced By 

INTRODUCTION 

This book presents examples of typical natural and man- 

made features of the coast of southern Sicily as they appear 

both from the air and from the ground. It is intended prin- 

arily for the use of photo-interpreters who may be engaged in 

preparation for future amphibious operations. 

It is designed to serve the following purposes: 

1. Presenting examples of beach, road and airport 
defenses used by Germans and Italians. 

2. Analyzing typical features of beaches, vegetat- 
fon and terrain in the Mediterranean Area. 

3. Acquainting the reader with the scope and 
accuracy of photographic intelligence. 

The book is divided into three parts. The annotated 
mosaics comprising the first section are copies of 20" x 2k" 
mosaics which were distributed to army and navy commands 
prior to Operation HUSKY. The second section of the book 
is made up of photographs on which are indicated the results 
of both aerial and ground observations over the area. The 
third section is a collection of vertical photographs of 
installations which have not been so confirmed, but which are 
particularly clear examples of Axis military practice. 

Vertical photographs appearing in this book are copies 
of operational pictures used for interpretation before and 
during the operation. They were selected from sorties flown 
by the RAF and AAF. Where photographs appear side by side 
on the same page they are intended for study by pocket ster- 
eoscopes. Ground photographs used were taken by Amphibious 
Force staff photographers. 

Ae: e KIRK, 

Rear Admiral, U. S. Navy, 
Commander Amphibious Force, Atlantic Fleet. 

U.S. Naval Photographic Science Laboratory 

fas 

P7o007G06 
4-44 
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MACHINE GUNS: MG positions along water-front at Scoglitti. 
For ground shots see pages 12 and 13. 
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MACHINE GUNS: Example of a camouflaged trench and machine gun 
positton located in front of roofless building on south side of 
cove at Scoglitti. For vertical view, see page ll. 
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MACHINE GUNS: Slit trench and a camouflaged machine gun position 
located on beach'at southwest corner of Scoglitti. For vertical 
View and diagrams, see pages i] and 16 respectively. 

  

  
MACHINE GUNS: Utilization on an existing embrasure in a cellar 
an Seoelitti. For location Im seawall, see pare 11. aa 
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MACHINE GUNS: MG position south of Scoglitti. For 
ground shots see page 15. 
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Pta, della Camerina oe ue 

  
MACHINE GUNS: A camouflaged machine gun position with slit 

trench. For vertical view see page 14. 
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MACHINE GUNS: Two views of a camouflaged 20mm machine gun 
position witn siit trench south of Sceslitti. For vertical 
View see erid reference HS585100 on page 4. 
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MACHINE GUNS: A camouflaged machine gun position on sand dune 
  

overlooking the beach north of Scoglitti. For vertical view see 

grid reference HS20207 on page 7. 

  

NOTE: This type of camouflage was particularly effective in the 
sandy scrub growth areas as machine gun positions matched per- 
fectly existing scrub covered hillocks. Prisoners-of-war stated 
that no special allowances or materials were furnished for cam- 
ouflage of coastal defenses, but that the technique of camouflage 
was left to the ingenuity of individual troops. 

18 
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Battery Ositions under.constr. 
He . Re. ¢ A pp iets: ES 

        EE ke ee PR eM aS ee |  epealiaale 7 
75mm GUNS s 75mm Italian battery on the Scoglitti-Vittoria 
highway under construction as of 13 May 1945. For ground 
shots see pages 21 and 22. 
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75mm GUNS: ‘75mm gun battery on the Scoglitti-Vittoria highway.   
For vertical views of battery development see pages 19 and 20. 
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7omm GUNS: 75mm gun battery on the Scoglitti-Vittoria highway. 
Por vertical Views of battery development see pages 19 and 20.6 
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MG positions 
under conste 

= 

Gun positions 
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149mm HOWITZERS: 3-gun 149mm howitzer battery on Sia ade 
n a Sie For Vertical view see grid reference H396085 o 

page te 
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STRONG=POINTS: Strong-point on the Scoglitti-Vittoria high- 

waye For ground shots see pages 25 and 27._ 
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  ROAD BLOCKS: 75mm A/T gun destroyed by naval gun fire, The 

  field piece is seen adjacent to a road block on the Scoglitti- 
Vittoria highway. For vertical view, see page 24, 
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PILL-BOXES: A pill-box located on the outskirts of S. Croce Camerina,.   

  
PILL-BOXES: A typical pill-box found inland. Note stone walls 
which are estimated to be approximately 4 feet high. 26 
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PILL-BOXES: A camouflaged pill-box adjacent to the road blocks ‘ 
within the strong-point on the Scoglitti-Vittoria highway. For 
vertical view see page 24, and for diagrams, see page 28. 
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SECTION: “GROSS 

IN THE 

--SICILIAN OPERATION:: 

THIS INFORMATION IS GOMPILED FROM REPORTS AND 
PHOTOGRAPHS 

ENTRANCE TO PILLBOX VARIES (STEPS, TRENCH,ETC))   

  

   
‘TYPICAL PILLBOX OBSERVED: - 

28 
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BARBED WIRE: A barbed wire entanglement on beach south of Scoglitti.   

pes AL 

  
BARBED WIRE: A barbed wire enclosure on street 4n Scoglitti. 29   
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MINE FIELDS: Mine field north of Pta. Di'Zafaglione. For vertical 
view, see erid reference Ho58151 en page 6. 
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; Hangars 
py   

HANGARS: Hangars and administration building at the Comiso 

Airport. For ground shot, see page 35. 
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AMMUNITION DUMPS: Ammunition stored at base of orchard trees 
at the Comiso Airport. For ground shot, see page 35. 
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Snes 

RE onic | Aircraft Shelter 

     

    

HANGARS: Hangars and control station at the Comiso Airport. For 
canals al 
vertical view,see page Sl. 

  
  

AMMUNITION DUMPS: German bomb storage in orchard at Comiso 
Aurport, For vertical view, see page 32. oe 
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VEGETATIVE TYPES: Numbers correspond to the vegetative types 
discussed on page l. 

l----------Smooth sand. 
Qe---------Sand dunes--devoid of vegetation. 
O----------Sand--Scrub growth. 
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VEGETATIVE TYPES; Example of controlled sand,: vegetative type 
No. 4 on page 1. This grass growth was found to measure 6 to 
& feer in heist, 

  

  
‘ VEGETATIVE TYPES: Reclaimed sand, vegetative type No. 5 on page 1. 

This is an example of an olive orchard showing small tree canopy 
sizes and little or no ground cover, 35 
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LANDMARKS: Church and Lighthouse in Scoglitti. For ground 
shots, see page 57, and for obliques, see page 39. 
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LANDMARKS: Views of church and lighthouse at Scoglitti. For vertical 
view see page 36. 
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(Lighthouse 113! high| 
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! LANDMARKS: Lighthouse on Cape Scalambri. For oblique 

view, see page 39. 
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LANDMARKS: Oblique view of Scoglitti. For vertical 

view, see page 56. 
  

  
LANDMARKS: Oblique view of Pta. Secca. For vertical 
view, see page 58. 
  

  
LANDMARKS: Oblique view of Pta. Dit Zafaglione. For 

vertical view see grid reference H565155 on page 6. 39 
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GENERAL VIEWS OF BEACHES: Beach north of Scogl 

see page 41, ground shots, 
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GENERAL VIEWS OF BEACHES: Views of beach north of Scoglitti. 
Ledge height was estimated to be between 10 and 15 feet. For 
vertical view between houses A and B, see page 40. 
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GENERAL VIEWS OF BEACHES: Typical low undutating sand dunes 
estimated to be between 10 and 20 feet high located north of 
Scoglitti. For vertical view,see page 6, 
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GENERAL VIDWS OF BEACH™S: Partial views of beach in harbor at 
Scoglitti. For vertical view, see page 36, 
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GENERAL VIEWS OF BEACHES: Partial views of beach at Scoglitti,. 
Por vertical view see page 36. 
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GENERAL VIEWS OF BEACHES: Partial view of beach at Scoglitti. 

  
For vertical view,scee page 36. 
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INFORMATION BELIEVED AUTHENTIC, BUT NOT CONFIRMED 

BY GROUND OBSERVATIONS. 
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88mm GUNS: 4-gun 88mm battery at Comiso Airport. For 
vertical view see grid reference H525215, page 9. 
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STRONG=-POINTS: Barbed wire and 

beach east of Pozzallo. 
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Gun batteries with center 
revetments for personnel 

INFANTRY MORTARS: Two 2-gun infantry mortar batteries north 
Of ScoeITtti. For vertical view see grid reference H382124 
on page 5. 

i) 

55 
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FLAK TOWERS: Six flak towers protecting north boundary 
or Vomiso Airport. For vertical view see grid reference 
H531222 and H 528228 on page 9. 
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AIRCRAFT SHELTERS: Large, double aircraft 
Gerbini Airport. 
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AIRCRAFT SHELTERS: Dispersal of aircraft and aircraft 
  

shelters on the Sciacca Airfield. There are 8 shelters, 

 



  

CONFIDENTIAL AL a 1 Be ps 

bE   
AIRCRAFT SHELTERS: Fighter-type aircraft in double aircraft 
shelters on the Pachino Landing Ground. 
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Reveted bomb storage sh 

  
BOMB STORAGE: Technique of bomb storage on perimeter-strip 
at Comiso Airport. For vertical view see grid reference 
H549225 on page 9, 
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FUEL STORAGE: Suspected method of storing individual cans or 
barrels of fuel. Similar trenches are seen at Gela and Catania 
airportse 
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