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the action, Still another that I remember was a short seaman named 

Mathison, who the spring before had tried to enter the Naval Academy, 

I remember catching a glimpse of him running out of the plotting 

room toward his battle station aloft. He was the only enlisted man 

lost in my division throughout the action. 

I crossed the plotting room and entered the torpedo tracking 

Tw Tr . 1 a | lh 2 q Cm 07 cy € ; a wR io 1 whe ibe @ | «x7 4 room, which contained the secmdary and anti-aircraft battery switch- 

4 = ie : TIT Ba 4 im 7} mm AY ~ } * = Dp Fal me ~ £4 » ~ ~ ~ boards. J saw two fire cmtrol-men in there, Peterson and Schneider, 

~ a f" Dak - c rte | : * > a 7} me ad a4 1 1 and ordered Peterson to cut in the anti-aircraft battery switchboard 

2 - ss ~~ 9 3 ee . an is ‘ - -] 

wich would supply electric power to the guns and to the 

oft ~- ba 4 € Ze an ~ ct ace ae } 4 “ay 2 SL” a 7 3 rite for. firing and operation. Peterson, though Looking ext S > e © 

RES TEE Sa 2, : rPPaata Hf +} viol nic] probably more from the effects of the previous night's 

ies ps : Ant itx74 hy aT oe Ee tr tia tee Cc Re morning's excitement, cut in the switchboard with great 

, sien EAs a ee > Rp Rm "y Tien < ‘ ey r | i then left the tracking room and was crossing the 

when the word reached me there power on the 

battery. Apparently the after distribution room, which 

on directors 

Ter 16 ] & 4 pal LS $ 

; J. bs % 3 

events than the 

alacrity. 

I believed was 

wey bird 7 Kk? <> - j- | -, tha : a « a. s¥ r}% 1. tT We 1 + iA te Ta Ft Supplying power to the ship at that time, must have been hit. At this 

instant another explosion occurred, Hoth of these first two explosions, 

as well as the next two, which were the only four separate, distinct. 

explosions that I can remember, apparently occurred when torpedoes hit 

outboard and slightly above the level of the plotting room. This was 

confirmed later when I received a report of the damage 

At it 8 oe, ke ee Fee ee, eee A; yy hee = : as aalincdl } condition of the deck above. At the time I thought the 

though severe and intense, were bomb hits, because the 

explosions, 

-l ~~ > 4 ’ deek above
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into the plotting room. 

} Tt OD Trley C8 > Til abe - : oe wie on = f wT 7 “v 4nere was no work tor the plotting room to do, except to attempt 

sh communications with other battle stations, Of the otier c
t
 

©
 <3)
 

ta
 

ct
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tA
 4

 

officers assigned to the 

Ensign Brooks was the officer of the deck, Ensign Williams, who had been 

in the bathroom when the raid had started, had been caught up there and 

therefore unable to reach the 

pe hen oily water began to come through the exhaust trunks of 

pe on ne She ms ee Soe - 3 ila ‘ 74 A - = : + ~ the ventilation system, and the heavy yellow smoke fumes which T haé 

i b j
=
 

L~\ ¥i £ 7 a , 7 rmirm 5 i “| : ry 7 countered before commenced to pour 
Nene? 

thr rough the same trunks and to 

make conditions severe. Obviously, nothing further could be done, so I. 

ordered plot to be abandoned to central statio 

The central station was just forward of the plotting room, and we 

passed fran plot to centr ral through trunk and hatch, which seldom i+: 

ver had been used before, This trunk is on the forward starboard side 

~*~ 

of the plotting room, and was casiderably above the water level. 

empted to undog the water-tight door into central station, I 

that the men in central station uld close the dogs as soon as we got 

4 a. Ui 

Be a. e A te TE EP 3 ps T ecge tex ra) a ae eg be Ba ae > cnem open. 4iter SLignt difficulty we forced the dogs: simultaneouslv 
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Throughout this time, while the ship was listing and Shaking from ex- 

7} 7] ot an = Tae ” “y Nn I+ hi piosions, the enlisted men conducted themselves more than creditably, 

yi é Wana aim 4 vt ra +. “ ar AI rine - + AN yy ae | ley were calm throughout this exciting period, and not once did pan 
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Throughout the long climb, concussion fram what I believed to have been 

cne firing of guns of the ship alongside beat down upon me and it be- 

came difficult to keep a tight enough grasp on the small rungs of the 

ladder. hile climbing and thinking of the situation below, decks, 1] 

Wil wa 4h ee, ee ae riggs o ae ee oe T Sa cata ca a ee gs tes Nn Ps ® 
Lnere WaS no ade@iaying on tne Ladder, and I Soon reached the conning 

+ OWE Tn th ;0nn in rTawman THs ¢ Seed tha + x 1) 4-7} rit unt} han anmea 33 Ae yo LOWCL e idk vies CQ he tvower 1 noticed tna ait tne men who nad come un tne 

hee yh: Ae ee ete ihn eA went tan ee Aa + 5 ae ene nett 6 pltnags, Lube with me were jammed in and not Setting out of tne tower, as they had 

ae Atmo, 3 Mhta me > haldavea tha : athKi uz 1 : An been directed. This made me believe that possibly the armored door to the 

conning tower had been jammed shut by an explosion and, if so, I thought 

we would be locked in the conning tower. However, I soon learned it was 

just delay in getting out, and I encouraged the men to step more lively 

and to get clear of the door. I then called back down to central station 

through the tube and told Ensign Kelley that I was Shutting the light 

“~ ny a 7 . ! 1 — eM } 4 “ ™ f pe lh — 4 ae 3 on : 7 ate “3 TT <T? 5 ee | ' " . covering hatch over the tube so that no one in the conning tower would in- 

f a EE Fe as 4 ae Ae OF i Regge ae MES pe Re, ig e - oe (J.G.) White rush past me, and one of them paused long enough to tell me 

ae ae ene Gey eae Bee OG, ee Rte 2 a % Oe ee 7 2 , ee re bnhat the Vaptain was severely wounded and to see what I ecould Ade i round 

an ee : “epee tet ee aioe 8 s i aan es ie ee ee ee 2 A, SRS : + cat a) 7,2 1 1 4 atantirtwz ] In LS anernaa t > oo a : , Mf 1 f rm rN a = Be BE a Une Vanotain instant LV, Ying across tne Slit OL tne door tran the s Iifnat 

4 os de 4 ao a 4 om My . a ye) ale Lh mo + = Yr? ~ be ~ 7] oe — ¥ ea © i, % iN oe =) bri dge to the starboard side of the machine &—&UN piatiorm arounc tne con- 

“mime + AWA m4 1 a heA Ke 4 ~ iy 1 ts en ey 0 “len cues ¥ ning tower. The top of his stomach had been torn off and, although severely 

wiht AA. Settee a eke tk) se en ete : , RE feng a ek, was to.) wounded, Ne WaS Still conscious. a ren aber what a shock LOIS Was O me,
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ba | 2 ° ‘ ae § i oe ed i ae Ge Ry ree ee Pe Pig ee ; by ye 
assistants 5 movyea tne Vaptlal in under snelter and into a more confor ot able 

  

oO n 7 Ls 3s 7 wa cx 7 m a, Fa oi 7} V8 OD eT ae oie | ss 15%. m mIwM« Awe — 

OQ Os on e 16 SHU. SO Lar asa tO Be & Tevoarations 3 tne iuaginge tae t - 

LE GR Re ol BP . I ae en eee eg ee ae A ie Me Se ele ae en Os ee 
ms NY ye It 7 ; q Le | MmAaAMmaan i T74 AT BOT ~ Ann eee>' a - — 4 cs 4 ie te a - is a an ~~ ot COnSt~Tuction OL a marccsnairtv stvretcner ana tae Sevuting up or tne neces~ 

meee ep pear pes Se , gs a Bs a ee OEE fn i 4 a. ae? , me _ / 7 . ‘eu ri ry co + ~ > eo oo | oy 74 VY Fi ti = red r re ry? | \ ¥2 : ls oa : 
sary LOWering gear, to nave the Vaptain Lowere [TOM tne ovriage to 4 

ca Ly 4 t + >. * bed * e a > an 

eH Cantrailt RSI a wmv (47 4 4 A atan Th 2 + Ls bne VLaptalin Ter naine ti7m™ 1h Ais iansistance tnaat ne 

  

oe Fe 

aboard. 

af WINS as ac hn ae pe ge ee 1 omxr 4 sag ont : Ant A oN or 
Mr. Ricketts’ arrival provided my first lull in the engagement. + 

, nk Ti cea din an wed fen yi di es st Mae wr ; 11, high ae oe 7 Sg took a walk around the bridge, looked at the damage on the bridge, looke 

  

4 f =e ee de dy Plame hweidao fhe Ty 2m 4 a 4+ mMmMmaAanhhn £2 he Ie TA +: A. ky 4 
previously tne itlag oriage Of tn aqniraL. in commana oi tae ba tlLesh Los ; 

had once been a picture of neatness. Nothing was ever adrift, and there 

wer oy eae wea i oo. ee 1A io ae a 4 i adie joues oo PE, 7 oe tp i 

were never any Irish pennants. That morning, however, the bridge was 

by concussion, and on the port side of the bridge 

. 1 na) lo . ~ Ps o ae ~ » Lea eo fe } THT 3 i) ¥ vat 1 ” ~ ct . fe on 4 three feet in diameter, through which a bomb had passed. In fact it 

4 
TK fY i of fe? 08 of + A JX on 2 : rhe by es Was A TI » IMO cn 
WVU La out i. wee ‘ O wk V bna bile OTF z CLS WC a ile Is @ 

A ye pn ot Te i - - 4 — rn * + a a 3 } pan, Fe ;* ia ee a 

Aft, there was a fire in the cuarterdeck which apparently our men 

ee - f ash te ‘ THT CA FOLD _ Ps = Fat rhe} be <p ln ~ had under control. Our guns were not firing, the port battery had been 

wiped out, and the starboard battery, though less seriously damaged, had 

Cn Pe An rm - “ — ; ¢ AY £ in| 4 } 7 gf = x4 A } suffered from fire and flying Splinters. On the starboard side of the 

forecastle considerable men who were still aboard, and they were consider- 
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