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state’s ‘’shameful” history in
enslavmg black people and
passing laws that called for
savage lashings and even the
nailing of their ears to posts
for crimes like burglary.

| “The Legislature expresses

its profound regret for
Florida’s role in sanctioning
and perpetuating mvoluntary
servitude upon generations of
African slaves,” said the
resolution, sponsored by
black lawmakers.

Democratic Sens. Larcenia
Bullard of Miami and
Arthenia Joyner of Tampa

' sobbed during the reading of

the resolution and the
recounting of the slave codes
passed by the Territorial
Council in 1822 and struck

it put in those terms, I just fell
apart,” Joyner said. Said
Bullard: I felt a pain that
wouldn’t go away.”

After the measure passed ona
voice vote without opposition
in the Senate, where President
Ken Pruitt wanted no
discussion or recorded vote,
the House did the same.
House Speaker Marco Rubio
thanked both Pruitt and the
black caucus for bringing up
the resolution.

The measuire stops short of
calling for reparations for
descendants of slaves, though
Republican Gov. Charlie Crist
said after the vote that he was
open to the idea “if we can
determine descendancy,
certainly.”

cases just gross inequity as it
exists toward members of the
African-American
community.”

Are there still inequities
today, consxdermg that about
half the state’s prison
population of 96,000 is black,
while only about 16 percent
of the state’s total population
is black?

“That’s hard to determine.

“You have to analyze these on

a case-by-case basis,” Crist
said. **Whether or not there
have been injustices in a case
based upon race must be
determined by the facts of
that case.”

Rep. Joseph Gibbons, a
Floridacont. P neis :
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OF THE WILMINGTON
JOURNAL

The historic May 6 primaries .

are over, but that doesn’t mean

that the voterempowerment work

of the NCNAACP s finished.
Ifanything, itis just really just

The state’s oldest and most
respect-ed civil rights organization
is inthe midst of its nonpartisan
Voter * Registration, Voter
Education, and * Voter
Participation Plan Initiative

(VEPREP). The goal, according to

BBl NC NAACP President Rev.

I William Barber, is not only to
i register at least 25,000 North
|| CmolnnanstovotebyOctoba' but

also educate all North Carolina

-~ voters about the important igsues

facmg the state and nation,
monvate ex-felons to reclaim

Vivian Edmonds

By Cash Michaels
Contributing Writer

DURHAM - She was the
first African American induct-
'ed into the N.C. Journalism
Hall of Fame alongside such
sjournalistic _greats like David
Brinkley, and Thomas C.
Jeryay Sr., founder/publisher
of The Wilmington Journal.

This pioneering Black
woman held literally every
position at The Carolina Times,
the Durham Black newspaper
her father, Louis Austin,
founded in 1922, ultimately

" becoming its puhlwher in
1971,

And when she finally
turned the state’s oldest Black
newspaper officially over to
her son, Kenneth, in 2002

voting rights, and bolster Get Qut
To Vote (GOTV) efforts across the
state -especially in communities
withtradi-tion low voter

participation. :

The NCNAACP's VEPREP
Initiative effort is spearheaded by
NC NAACP Political Action
Committee Chairman Dr. Jarvis
Hall of North Carolina Central

“The NAACP has worked or
almast 100 years to encourage and
support the right to vote and fought
agamstthose who try tostifle this
right,” Rev. Barber said in a
staterment.

“Inthis critical election year, we

must ensure that people who are -

vot-ing for the first time ever know

their rights, and are educated

about the process.” -

“We are not assuming that North
Carolinais immune [to the ] Florida-
type shenanigans that we saw [in
2000],” Barber continued. “The
grass-roots community must be

Vivian Austin Edmonds blazed
a historic trail for other African
American journalists to follow.

Six - years after her

retire-ment, Edmonds died
Sunday at N.C. Memorial
Hospital in Chapel Hill.
She .was.80. years old. “My
mother was dedicated
service that this newspaper
to the Black Press, and the
provided for our community,”
Kenneth Edmonds, Vivian
Edmond’s son and successor,
told The Carolinian Tuesday,

A  Durham native,
Edmonds was revered in the
Bull City community for
always reflecting the pulse of the
people.mdthemofmeumes

<in both The Carolina Times’

coverage of major events like
the 60s civil rights movement,

| NC NAACP mounts masswe voter reglst

ougamzed,
coordinated and assertive.”
Other goals of the NC
NAACP’s VEPREP Initiative
include distribu-tionof the NAACP
National Voter Guides/
Candidates Questionnaires for
the November General Election;
distribution of the NC NAACP’s
HK on J Legislative Report Cards
and promotion of the HK on J 14-
poiit People’s Agenda; developing
public service announcements
for televi-sion, radio and print
publications to reach the
community  about the
importance of voter registration,
education and participation;
engag-ing local communities and
college campuses statewide in
VEPREP Initiative efforts.

There is no doubt that the NC
NAACP’s election year voter
focusis riding a wave in the state.
New voter registration has
exploded beyond 100,000 in

and its piercing editorials in the
battle for equal rights for African
Americans

A graduate of Hillside High
School in 1944, and North
Carolina Central University
four years later, young Vivian

Austin worked exhaustively

with her father to publish the
Times for several years before

finally returning to NCCU to

earn her masters degree in
guidance and counseling.
Continuing to work at the
Times part-time, Vivian Austin
Edmonds devoted 12 years to
serving as a. guidance
coun-selor for the Chapel
Hill-Carrboro City school
system. - |
In 1971, after the death of her
father, publisher Louis Austin,

B

| Rev Wllllam Blrber

North Carolina since January
In last week’s primary which
‘featured perhaps the hottest

Dmmaucpmdmhalpmwyto

Carolina Times pubhsher deac

helm as publisher full-time.
~'Beyond being inducted into
the N.C. Journalism Hall of
Fame in 1988 (her father was
inducted posthumously in
2006) and having a scholarship
fund in her name at the UNC
School of Journalism and Mass
Communication,Mrs.
Edmonds has also been hon-ored
with the Living Legacy Award
from Shaw University, and the
Durham YWCA’s Women of
Achievement  pro-gram's
Outstanding Woman Award.
Edmonds has also ‘been
recognized for her work and

community service by the Boy §

Scouts of America, the Durham
Chapter of Squaws, lota Phi
Lambda Sorority Inc. and
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity,

Vivian Edmonds took over the Inc.

with senators Barack Obama -

and Hillary Clinton, of the

5,811,778 registered voters in the

state, 2,118,264 (or 36.45 percent)
cast ballots.

Edmonds was also a
mem-ber of the N.C. Black
Publishers Association.

A memorial service/
visita-tion in honor of Vivian
Austin Edmonds is scheduled
for Friday, May 16,at6:30 p.m.,
at St. Joseph’s AME Church on
Fayetteville Street. Graveside
rites will be Saturday at 12
mIBeedxwoodem-yin
Durham.

The family.asks that in lieu
of flowers, donations be made,
to the St. Joseph's AME

4917 I2ufop
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By Marian Wright Edelman, NNPA

Columnist A
media organizations make their
homes on the banks of the
Potomac.

- But many long-time local
residents use Washington’s
other name-the District of
Columbia. While the Dlstnct’

. streets course through nnddle-

_ income communities with neat
row houses fronting well-kept
lawns, its overall poverty rate
has reached its highest level in
nearly ten years. Sadly, the
socioeconomic divide between -
Washington Washington and the District of
nation’s capi . Columbia has been wxdening :
the great cities of the world, ©OVer the past two decades. ‘
Toutists comy According to the D.C. Fiscal -
around she gloty Policy Institute’s October 2007
fts workd¢lass Ay ... report, “D.C.’s Two
fmd - gallenesand e Economies: Many Residents
o columne(} edxﬁcb:s ik . Are Falling Behind Despite the
Bleanvag Al WRRRHY . i aico s
-t attracts foma oy wagé gap between D.C.’s |
O ML B e barrers (e 1oy 20
America and abroad. Well- percent) and the lowest (the
educated, highly paid bottom 20 percent) isthe
. professionals who work for widest it has been since 1979,
- federal agencies, in the Andihe simber of
- halls of Congmss and at

impoverished District residents

has grown. Accoxﬂmg tothe

Institute report, nearly 20

- percent, or one in five District

residents, have incomes

below the poverty level. Since
the late 1990s, about 27,000,

D.C. residents have fallen
into poverty.

Despite the recent economic

_downturn, Washington’s

strong economy has been
anchored by large employers
such as the federal .
government, the District

- government, universities,

hospitals and corporate. .
offices. The city also has
experienced’a boom in
commercial and residential
construction. Long seen as
“recession proof,” the
Washington economy is
strong. The economy has
produced jobs for skilled and
well-educated workers who
have seen their incomes soar.
While a large segment of the
Washington population is
economically successful, that
prosperity has not been

~shared by a considerable

OPINIONS -
Washmgton : Two Economles-A Growmg

segment of the District’s
Black population and the least
educated residents who have
remained sunken at the
bottom. :

According to the Institute
report, the median income for

~ White households in

Washington grew from

, $55000m1980to$92000m
'2006(m2006dollars)The

incomes of the least paid
workers (when adjusted for
inflation) have stayed

- practically unchanged over
. the last three decades. The
incomes of Black households
~ from 1980 to 2006 have

remained essentially flat at
$34,500. In addition,
employment for Black adults

has declined steadily since the

late 1980s, from 62 percent in
1988 to 51 percent in 2006.

. Only two other U.S. cities,
- Tampa and Atlanta, have

worse income disparities.
One’s level of education can
be critical for economic
success. Just 51 percent of

'D.C. residents with only a

Ithink the debt issue is off the
. table. She does not need to
 negotiate for Obama to pay her
campaign debt, since Bill has
way more than enough money
| to do that. But, Democratic
party leaders are hoping that
will get out of the race

500n under conditions that

~ favor the party winning in the
fall campaign, which means

What Does Hillary Want? that she does not beat up the

by Ron Walters, NNPA - Presumptive riominee so badly
C’;lm::lnist ters that he limps into the election.
| lemembef that questioh. Yw ml:, mt the
: Jesse want?” '
‘ aswk::t om.e;::s:/ - which causes Obama to loose
Tadkbon. S by the media i the fall, is what she warits
¢ because it would allow Hillary
when he had been defeated 4 eringein o
badly in the New York o
Pri in his 1984 president in 2012,
 campaign for the But there is a giant wrinkle in
Democtatic nomination for this strategy. That is, if she
president, We had to sit damages the party candidate in
down one day and decide 4 alection that by every
that the nomination was out 1o e oo poised to take the
of hand, but it wasn’t about White House and expand its
. fradihgnal metaing of . 1oug 4 ik Hewiae i Senate,
Winning, we had an it will not endear the new party
opportunity o further - leaders to her 2012 candidacy.
empower our community,
as I haye previously Also, it will most certainly not
suggested here, endear Barack Obama to
: ) support her then and he will be
Although Hillary Clinton major party leader as a result
_cannot win given the of his run in 2008, Then, it will
RITEt WS, which % o endea many blacks to
have Barack Obama support her if she causes their
leading by 700,000 popular  pissoric hope of gaining the
| Votes, over 160 pledged - & procy president of the
Gelegates dnd Dow ted with: ' t3eieed Sraies 0 beoome
 Super delegates, which another dream deferred.
gives hhn N overall
- de d. She is lmhkhqrnghumsullued
. playing for fime o get the o winaing in 2008, A hint of

 under which  this may be the that she is

eandabig  running hard in West Virginia
ver, is, Under  and Kentucky where she will
S will she - most probably win, to send a
: mmduhold-ontSuper

delegates that Barack Obama
cannot win white working
class votes.

In a recent interview with

USA Today Clinton said that -

she had a much broader base
and that, “Senator Obama’s
support among working, hard
working Americans, white
Americans, is weakening
again, and whites in both
(North Carolina and Indiana)
are supporting me.” This
reference to “hard-workmg
white people,” was created by
conservatives in the 1980s as
a euphemism for whites, a
term which conveyed that
they were not lazy, welfare
cheating Blacks; This was
another racial jibe used by the
candidate, which raised -
eyebrows because of the
attempt to further blacken
Obama.

Frustrated at losing, all the
Clinton campaign has left is
the argument she and her
surrogates are making that the
Democratic party needs blue-
collar whites, the so-called
“Reagan Democrats.”
Furthermore they are touting
polls which say that if she
doesn’t win, Whites,
especially White females will
stay home. Well, a recent
Gallup poll, found that John
Kerry’s numbers are the same
as Obama’s with working
class voters and he came
within 3 percentage points of
winning the 2004 election.
The study goes on to say that
Obama will win the same
states as Kerry and that his
appeal to Red state voters
may be t‘h difference in .

memm

What Does Hillary Want?

TR B e B ol

In fact in this context where
working class votefs are the
most devastated segment of
the electorate, they are
unlikely to go as a group to
John McCain, but are instead
likely to split. Some will
indeed go to McCain, some
will hold their nose and .
support Obama and others
will stay home. Those who

~ don’t support Obama,

however, should be made up

by the huge numbers of new

voters that his campaign is
attracting. They cite voter
registration results of:
200,000 new Democrats in
Pennsylvania, 165,000 in
North Carolina, and 150,000
in Indiana, ’

Barack Obama’s dazzling
performance shows that in’
order to win you have to
know something about the
political culture. At this -
moment in history, his
attraction to the electorate
may overcome race and

working class anxiety.

Dr. Ron des is the &
Distinguished Leaders}

Schohr Director of the

Am

Leadership Center and
W% Uuivmay

aryland C
?{zfmma-
of Racial

Eenwudirectorofthe United

high school dxploma had}obs
this is the lowest level in
nearly 30 years,

One-third of the District’s
children are poor, compared
with 16 percent of adults ages
18 to 64. In 2004,
approximately 22,000 District
families with children had
incomes below 200 percent of

the federal poverty line, or less

than about $31,000 for a
family of three. Seventy-four
percent of these were working

~ families with one or more

parents who worked at least -
part of the year. About 12,000
of these'low-income District
families with children-more
than half-included adults who
worked more than half of the
year. In many cases, the
parents worked full-time and
year-round. Overall, some
47,000 District residents, -
including 27,000 children,
lived in families that were
poor or near-poor despite
working most of the year.

This problem must be

Income Gap

addressed at its roots. The
first thing that must be done

- is to improve the quality of

education at all levels-

, preschool elementary,

secondary and
postsecondary-as well as
provide job training

-programs that will equip

District residents with the
skills that will enable them
to participate and succeed in
the city’s economy,
Residents who are stuck in -
low-wage jobs and striving
to stay off public assistance
rolls need support. We must
provide that support by
establishing decent living
wages, child care
assistance, health care
coverage and affordable
housing,

Marian Wlight Edem is

Defense Fund and is Action
Council whose Leave No Child
Behind(r) mission is to ensure
every child a Healthy Start, a
Head Start, a Fair Start, a Safe
Start and a Moral Start in life
and successful pasuge to
adulthood with the help of
caring families and
communities.

Welcome, young brother

by Wilbert A. Tatum
Publisher Emeritus and

’,Chatrman of the Board

A yousg Plack man wighhe
name of Benjamin Todd
Jealous has been ‘selected by
the board of the National
Association for the

- Advancement of Colored

People to be its president and
chief executive officer. Jealous
was selected recently after a
long search. As peculiar as it
may seem, they could have
found Ben in their own
backyard, for he has been
active with the NAACP since
childhood. He is now 35 years
of age. b

In his teenage years Ben was a
community organizer—among
other things—with the
NAACP, and he very often

BenjamiN Topp JALOUS

the 200 Black newspapers
in America.

In each of Ben's positions—
all at the level of executive
“director or president—he

has brought to the gl
organizations his formidable
journalistic skills,
community organizing
background and familiarity
with all of the civil rights

Orgamzauonsmtlwl}med

‘Stagesandafundmim. =
vgbﬂity WthhlSSO i

fonndhnmselfrcmrnmgtothe i S

organization as a consultant,
speaker, member and -

earned a master of science

- degree from Oxford
_ University, in Oxford,
England, and a bachelor ofarts

degree from Columbia
University in New York City.
He, incidentally, is a Rhodes
scholar. -

He comes directly to the
NAACP following his position
as president of the Rosenberg
Foundation, a private, 70-year-
old, independent ¢ grant-making
institution that supports civil
rights advocacy, Prior to that,

‘Volunteer. Jealous comes to the ;
- NAACP as a scholar, having .~ ="

National Coalmon to
Abolish the Death Penalty.
managing editor of the
Jackson Advocate, and
community educator of the
NAACP legal defense fund.
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 haye no stake in tommorrow,
. for it is yet unborn.
We should be concerned
: Mthe only day left -
. today. Any man can fight the
. battles of just one day. It is
only when you and I add the
burdens of those awful
eternities — yesterday and
tomorrow that we break
~down. Itis not the experi-
v ence of today that drives man
Mrs Beatrice Mage  mad - - it is remorse or
POINTS TO PONDER; . bitterness for something
* which happened yesterday
There are two days i+ -and the dread of what tomor-
every week about which - oW may bring. Let us,
we should not worry - therefore live but one day at a
two days kept free from ume e :
fear and apprehension. = Reprinted from ADRDA- Las
One of these days is Vegas Chapter
yesterday with its mis- '
takes and cares, its faults ~ BITS AND PIECES
and blunders, its aches How To Find Happiness
and pains. Yesterday has . '
passed forever beyond To find happiness you must
our control. All the stop complaining and start
money in the world - praising. Stop looking for
cannot bring back yester-  friendship and start being
day. We cannot undo a friendly. Stop pining for
single act we performed; ~ things you have not and be
we cannot erase a single content with what you have.
word Wwe said. Yesterday ~ Stop looking for someone to
is gone. o help you and devote yourself
The other day we should - to helping others. Stop con-
not worry about is centrating on what you've
tommorrow with its accomplishedwaﬁnk on
possible adversities, its what others have donte for
burdens, its large promise ~ You. "
and poor performance. Wisdom
Tommorrow is beyond We must be silent, before we
our immediate control. can listen. We must listen

Tommomow's sun will .~ before we can learn, We must

Imagining A World -
Without Newspapers

For the newspaper business,
the news “stinks”, said oné
reporter for an outstanding
newspaper. A new report by
the Pew Foundation’s Project
for Excellence in Journalism
has .
found that the newspaper
industry’s decline accelerated
last year, with circulation
, ing 2.5 percent and
 advertising revenue falling
 7%. With revenues sinking,
-Newspapers are cutting their
' reporting staffs and curtailing
‘coverage. But, the Pew
. report found, there is a
' glimmer of hope. Newspa-
pers, long thought of as

Suejette A. Jones

been finally embracing the
Internet, adding blogs and
other features to their
websites and connecting with
~ readers in new ways. In fact,
many of the top website
destinations are traditional
_ news brands such as The New
York Times, proving citizens
still want what these compa-
nies produce — original
reporting. There's a problem,
though: on the Web, readers
getitall for free. “The
a:ld“ifnce still sees alot of
value in reporting ing about
public life,” said Pew re-
%mmf- figure out
- If they can’t, newspaper

ol l‘t iy
" will

¥ ) ‘ At W \

learn before we can serve, We

eflecti

ical dinosaurs, have .

must serve before we can -
lead. B ,
~ Friendliness
Sometimes the Christian life
boils down to the uncommon
expression of common vir-
tues. For example, you would
expect that people indwelt by
the Spirit of love would be
friendly. What a difference
practicing that virtue would
make in society! .
Tim Sanders, in his book
Likeability Factor, says that a
person who provides others
with "a sense of joy, happi-
ness, relaxation, or rejuvena-
tion" is more likely to be
hired or promoted. He main-
tains that some companies
have actually abolished
unfriendliness. They call their
system LO.N.U.: "I observe
no unfriendliness."

That principle should be
practiced by the citizens of
Christ's kingdom. When
people are asked what they

look for in a church, their
number-one response is
friendliness. Unfortunately,
the reality is that many
churchgoers are as distant as a
star and as cold as space.
The Lord told ancient Israel
that He "loves the stranger,
giving him food and clothing"
(Deuteronomy 10:18). He
commanded them to emulate
His behavior (v.19).
Friendliness is not just a wise
business practice, it should be
a characteristic of all who
follow Christ. When you
attend your church today, act
in such a way that a new-
comer could say, "I observe
no unfriendliness." -Haddon
Robinson ,
THINKING IT OVER What
.are the key elements that'help
a church to be meaningful? -
"In a world wheremany
people couldn't care less,
Christians should be people
who couldn't care more."

PN aty

news found in traditional
media, while bloggers spin
and analyze it. Finding out
what politicians don’t want us
to know — whether in our
hometowns or in Washington
or Iraq — is hard work, and
it’s expensive. When newspa-
pers that now do that work
shed most of their reporting
staffs, or go out of business
entirely, what will everyone
else write about?

That’s a truly scary thought.
Opinion-oriented websites
have contributed greatly to the
national disclosure, but such
sites have small staffs and
virtually no reporters. Con-
trast that to The New york
Times, which has about 1,200
newsroom employees, or the
Washington Post, and Los
Angeles Times with 800 or
900 each. Yes, some may be

ons

just doesn’t take vacations
anymore. “And when I do,”
she complains, I have my
computer, my email, and my
phone with me at all times.”
Jane might have qualified as a
workaholic a few years ago,
but now her obsessive behav-
ior has become the norm.
American workers, who
already take fewer vacations
than their counterparts in
otlier industrialized nations,
“have pruned back their
leisure days.even more.” A
stunning 60% of Americans
don’t currently plan to take a
vacation during the future —
the lowest rate since 1978.
“The idea of somebody going
away for two weeks,” said
AAA spokesman “is really
becoming a thing of the past.”
There are several reasons
why: With a full tank of gas
costing a lot, and air travel

THE EDITOR -

Are you one of the millions of
individuals who never have
time for self? You find your-
self tending to so many other
people that you never have
time to tend to yourself,
Leading a hectic life is a-
juggling act. Forget those
deadlines, those meetings,
those conferences. Are you at
peace with yourself? Do you
feel energetic and full of life?
Are you in touch with your
inner spirit? Are you in good
health? The truth is too many
of you never take stock of
your lives, never stop long
enough to truly reflect on
your own wellbeing.

Too many of us never give
our physical or spiritual well-
being the attention each
deserves. What you may not
realize is that one nourishes
the other. When your spiritual
self is cared for and nurtured,

capitalist society is just too
deeply ingrained. So is our
thirst for material goods.

Given the options of toiling

 for a big-screen plasma TV or

going fishing, who wouldn’t
choose the former? Still,

 there must be a happy me-

dium. It is estimated that
Americans save their employ-
ers more $ 21 billion annually
in unused vacation time. But
these savings are illusory,
considering the cost of stress,
therapy, accidents, lost pro-
ductivity, and other problems
afflicting overworked, ex-
hausted employees. overtime,
and sweat make for a healthy
economy. “But so does well-
camed leisure.”

Respectfully submitted.....
Suejette A. Jones

Words of Wisdom

“Expect nothing. Live fru-

gally on surprise.”
Alice Walker

“Excess on occasion in
exhilarating. It prevents
moderation from acquiring

- effects of a habit.”
W, Somerset Maugham

“Too often we enjoy the

comfort of opinion without

the discomfort of thought.”
John FKennedy

__ COMMUNITY NEWS

it helps to replenish, rejuve-
nate and safeguard your
physical self. And when it
comes to our health we can
use all the help we can get,
Some may scoff at the con-
nection between spirituality
and physical well-being.
According to the researchers,
churchgoers have a healthier
immune system than those
who don't attend services °
regularly, and women appear
to benefit even more than
men. Spirituality not only
improves your immune
system, enabling your body to
better fight disease, but it also

" act as a buffer against the ill

effects of stress.
Material goods may be lost,
people may come in and out
of your life, but your body
and soul will fortify the other.
Be concerned about your
health. Achieve total health -
a healthy mind, body and
spirit.

Beatrice Maye

“Better to do something
imperfectly than to do noth-
ing flawlessly.”

Robert Schuller

“Americans will put up with
anything provided it doesn’t
block traffic.”

Dan Rather

“No man needs a vacation so
much as the man who has just
had one.”

Elbert Hubbard

lazy or biased or sloppy. But - now so stressful and time-
most are committed to ferret- - consuming, many people have
ing out information form the ~ soured on taking long trips.
dark places in which govern-  And Americans have always
ments hide the truth. Out worked harder than everyone
political system relies on the ' else, believing that “their
informed consent of its identity and self-worth”
citizens, and that means we,  depend on it. But the main
need the information that  culprit is fear of job less in an
newspapers are in the busi- age of globalization and
ness of digging up. Withoutit, outsourcing, One recent poll
. it is impossible not to wonder  found that only 35% of
what will become of not just people now feel secure in
news but democracy itself. their positions.- Employers
: : exploit this anxiety to keep
Source: Teaching Points - workers from taking time off,
which is why it is time Con- _
~ gress intervened. All compa-
Vacations: An Endangered  nies should be required to
Tradition . provide paid vacations for at _
Jane Doe wishes she could  ably more. It will never
kick back fora weekona ~  happ 1 said one spokesman
sundrenched beach. But the m work ethic and
- Manhattan real estate agent . emphasis on productivity ina

B, o,

'“Iudge aman by his question
rather than by his answers.”

sy
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Sow A Seed

Joy R. Brown
To My Mother With Love

The month of May has been
exclusively designed to
celebrate and ' honor
mothers. As I embarked
upon that special day, I
carefully captured the fond
memories of my mother. I
do not choose to. only
celebrate my mother once a
year, but every day that God
allows me to rise up early in
the morning, I thank Him for
the many blessings, and of
course, my mother is named
among them. I honor my
mother for being a true
woman of God and: for
loving me past my many
flaws. I appreciate her for
the many sacrifices she
‘made for me to have what I
' need Tappreciate her Tor

giving of her time. nn

appreciate the many seeds
she sowed into my life;

My mother has always been
_my greatest supporter in all
that I endeavor to do. She
always encouraged me to
never give up but to

continue on until |

Over twenty years
ago, my mother
gave me a card that
I've treasured to this
very day. On the
front of the card, the
famous poem was
written, “Don’t
Quit.” Whenever |
want to hit the pause
button on life, I
remember the
poem, and continue
to move on.

special, but mine is
especially dear to me.
She holds a special place
where no one can ever
touch. Even though
every day has not been

the easiest for my -

mother, she has
remained faithful to the
call-of duty as the
chosen mother for me.
Through every trial and test,
she’s endured and for never

giving up on me...I salute my
mother on today,

I appreciate the love and the

many prayers you’ve sent to
God on my behalf. I know they
were answered in more ways
than one. Each day I choose to
celebrate you and who you are
in God. T'll always respect and
honor you for bemg the woman
you are.

Dedicated to the world’s
greatest mother. .. Ms.
* Virginia L: Brown of
Washington, NC

From the daughter who has
elevated your prayer life to
~ another level. ..
Ms. Joy R. Brown

Wy i '

reach my goals.

All mothers are

Newly Appointed Pastor . . .
~of Christ Disciples Of Christ in
WOOW 1340 AM, who is also

"

Elder Russell Early(far right) has been elected Pastor of the Union Chapel Church
Roper, NC. The Minister of Music is Michael “ Early In The Mommg” Early of
his brother. Standing with her husband s First Lady Carmalinda Early.

CFNC org/NC529

Take the first step
~toward college -

" i,
)

Open an NC 529 savings plan today

The path to college is shorter than you think.
The sooner you start a college savings program,
the easier it will be.

All the advantages of North Carolina’s 529
college savings plan can help, including:

* No enroliment fees or sales charges

* A state income tax deduction on contributions
for NC taxpayers

* Earnings that are free from federal and state
income taxes when used for qualified higher
education expenses

* A wide variety of i Investment choices from
multiple managers

And your savmgs can be used at vnrtually
any college, anywhere in the country.

800.600.3453

-




Florida cont. . . . ..

Pembroke Park Democrat,

said the incarceration rate “is ,

a vestige of slavery . . , When
you don’t have opportunities,
you turn to other things . . .
you get frustrated and don’t
want to participate in the
system.” -

He said fellow black
lawmakers “*aren’t going to
fall into that trap” about
reparations because the
resolution wasn’t **about
people wanting to get paid.”

Legislators in Alabama,
Maryland, North Carolina and
Virginia have recently issued
formal apologies for slavery,
and New Jersey became the
first northern state to
apologize in January,
according to The Associated
Press. '

The curator of Florida’s
historic Capitol, former state
house clerk John Phelps, read
legislators a history of the
slave codes in Florida and
listed statistics showing the
importance and brutality of
the slavery in the state.

Phelps said that, according to
an 1855 Senate journal, the
state had nearly 111,000
residents, 44 percent black.
And of Florida’s $49 million
in property value at the time,
55 percent was in slaves,

Phelps singled out a letter
written by Gov. Richard Keith
Call to a Northerner in the
hopes of explaining the

Southern mindset over

‘slavery to avert the Civi] War.

Of blacks, Call wrote: “Here
was an animal, in the form of
a man, possessing the greatest
physical power and the
greatest capacity for labor
and endurance. . . . A wild
barbarian, to be tamed and
civilized by the discipline of
slavery,”

Call was a personal aide to

future President Andrew

Jackson when the general
launched the Seminole Wars
and made Florida a territory,
in part to ensure that slaves

- escaping from Georgia had
no safe haven to the south,

‘Phelps ticked off the various
 lashings — 39 in some cases

and a lethal 100 in others —
that slaves would suffer for
being accused of robbery,

_burglary or for simply

walking around with a pass
from his or her white master,
Those convicted of rebellion
were executed. Seven slaves
together without a white
person couldn’t travel public
roads. Slaves who gave false
testimony could have their
ears nailed to posts and were
whipped publicly.

 Jacksonville Sen. Jim King, a

Republican and past Senate
president, said he didn’t
know about the specific
horrorsand supported the
resolution. But he
acknowledged that some
lawmakers might be

uncomfortable with the
resolution because it could

lead other groups to push for
reparations. wafi

“What about the American
Indians? They were killed

and shoved into a comer of
‘places like Okiahoma,” King
~said. “What about the

treatment of Japanese =
Americans in internment
camps during World War I1?”

For many, the resolution is

“"too little, too late, But it’s
better than not recognizing at

all that black slaves built

Florida,” said Marvin Dunn,
retired psychology professor
and researcher of black
history in Florida.

Dunn said the state

“’wouldn't dare” 'apprqi'.e
reparations that would put
dollars into black residents’

bank accounts, Such a move

would be unwieldy and
unrealistic, he said.

Adora Obi Nweze, president
of the Florida NAACP, said
she embraced the resolution
as a step that needed to be
taken.

“’Those who suffered are not
here to hear the words,” she
said. But “the descendants of
those who were enslaved
deserve to hear the words
uttered that it did exist.”

Miami Herald staff writer
Andrea Robinson contributed
to this report.

BETTA PUT THAT
WOMAN FIRST HITS
WASHINGTON NC

AGOODMANIS HARD TO
FIND HITS THE MOVIES

DIRECTOR, WRITER & PRODUCER

DAVID PAYTON = g

Thousands of peop e
have seen, laughed. oy
inspired by “A Good
Man Is Hard to Find.” This gospel play, which
is now a movie shows, no matter what you do

in life, if you are sorry and want to come to
God, he will forgive. It is written, produced - - o

and directed by Rev. David Payton. David Payton is a talented writer, producer, and
director. A native of Pitt County, David leaned his work ethics on a 250 acre farm owned by
his parents, J.D. “Buster” and Hattie Mae Payton, in farming and logging in Simpson; NC. _
David Payton started his writing career at GR. Whitfield Elementary School. His love for
music and entertainment he embraced when he was one of the very first band members in
1974 at D.H. Conley High School. After graduating from DH. Conley High School. David
attended St. Augustine’s College in Raleigh NC on a music scholarship. In Raleigh, he -
worked With the LaVerne Players Theatre group and starred in the play “Slow Dance on the
Killing Ground”. He received his start from his first investor Cedric “Cornbread” Maxwell
from the Boston Celtics for the play “4 Struggle To Be Free”. Since then David has wrote,
produced, and director several electrifying spiritual musical stage plays, such as “The Real
Meaning of Christmas”, “Child Support”, “Ain’t No Woman Like The One I Gor”,
“When A Woman’s Fed Up”, “Tired of Being Alone”,
“Train Up A Child, “Let’s Straighten It Out”, “Betta Put
That Woman First, and “A Good Man Is Hard To Find”,
All'of his plays have toured the country.

Get a copy of David Payton’s movie “A Good Man Is
Hard To Find: produced by 20* Century Fox and
Codeblack Entertainment starring Golden Brooks, Hill
Harper, Darrin Henson, Mel Jackson, Mary Mary,
Deborah Cox, Darius McCray, and a host of other cast
members at your local Blockbuster and Hollywood
Videos.

fordable, flexible and reasonable

“With First CitizemﬂCommunity Mortgage Lending, you can ]

‘have all three. From flexible credit guidelines to reasonable

down paymént requirements, we're here to make buying a

home affordable for everyone. To learn more about our

Community Mortgage Lending program or to find out how A

to qualify - just ask.

| .'. : e ‘ : |



WOOW
- 1340am
THE
PEOPLE
. STATION
Where Will Your Paycheck

Come From If You Are
Sick or injured?

Savings - Your 401K - Family or Friends?

< Call today to protect your
st valuable asset, "Your Paycheck”
Health, Life and Annuities
 252-531-0345

. Ask for Roosevelt

| Ipod Insurance Securities
Greenville, NC 27834

y Give yourantiqie 9
§ fumishing "a New Look"
| “Certified Carpenter

: just being a mom
IS reason to

1 a beat

ay.

The trial of R & B superstar R. Kelly
by Kathy Chaney :
Special o the Tri-State Defender ‘ '
The trial of R & B superstar R Kelly continued through the
. methodical jury selection process Wednesday - the fourth day of %
the long-waited court drama thiat drew supporters and opponents
to the courthouse grounds for Day One last week. ‘
Attorneys in Kelly’s child pornography case had chosen
eight of the 12 jurors needed to decide the singer’s fate by the
end of the day Tuesday and still were at work at press time
Wednesday, A
Kelly, 41, is charged with 14 counts of child pom for allegedly
videotaping himself having sex with a teen. He has pleaded not
guilty and could face up to 15 years in prison if convicted.
On Friday, the trial’s first day, Kelly supporters arrived about § a.m. ready to let the world know how
they felt, but the opposition outnumbered them. Only a few fans showed up on day 2
Armed with poster board signs stating that the Chicago-bom music superstar is the “World's Greatest
Pedophile™ and “Danger R. Kelly pe-dophile alert!”, Najee Ali repeatedly shouted in front of the Cook

County Criminal Court building that Kelly was guilty and going to jail. Another protester shouted the
same through a megaphone.

A swarm of about 15 Kelly fan matched All’s shouts with their o
until after Kelly arrived for court about 9:45 am.
Jerhonda Johnson, an 18-year-old, told*Ali and about five other
innocent and prosecutors “don’t have a case.”
Ali said he was compelled to protest became he is a father of two, in¢luding a 19-year-old
daughter, who was 13 when the infamous videotape that is the hub of the prosecutions case was
thrust in the media six years ago. Kelly is charged with allegedly videotaping himself about eight to
10 years ago having sex with an under aged girl. The aged victim, who would now be 23, has said it is
not she in the videotape. As a Father, if it happened to my daughter, I would not blame her: she's a child.
He [Kelly] knows right from . He is a grown man and should not have done it.” Ali, 45, said in an
exchange with another fan of the Superstar. The celebrity's admirer sajd she saw the video, does not
believe that it is Kelly is in the video and is confident that he will be found not guilty. She also said that
the alleged victim was fully aware of what she was doing. She consented and wanted it. She was doing
adult stuff in the h:idco." said Betty Harris, a 24- year old West Side resident. Ali countered. “Ye
people may not have the conviction or eourdge to come forward if they 've been sexually abused,” he
said. Another fan weighed in, a bit quieter, and said he also saw the video but it was too hard to tell
whether ople featured. Instead of speculating about mﬂﬁm.&
/ou % only God can judge him,” said -year-old Clarence
y for the Chicago Defender/Real Times

wn. The vocal onslaught con-tinued

protestors that Kelly was




Minority Voice May 9 - May.16, 2008pg7

AFRICAN AMERICA.N CuLturaL CoMPLEX 17TH ANNUAL WowmEN o Note INpucTion
Celebrating Contemporary Trailblazers

Beatrice C. Maye Educator, Author and Community Activist Greenville, NC
Beatrice integrated the teaching staff in Pitt County, where she taught for 37 years. Retired, she now instructs senior citizens in
retirement living at Pit Community College. For 25 years, Beatrice wrote “Letters to the Editor” for the Daily Reflector and

other area newspapers, She published her writings “Wit and Wisdom of Beatrice Maye” in 2006. Was recognized for her “50+
Years of Outstanding Service” by Deita B

Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. A radio talk
show host and a columnist for the “M” |
Voice in Greenville. The “Beatrice Maye
Garden Park” was dedicated in her
behalf in 2003. Widow of J, W, Maye,
St., she s the mother of 2 children Qohn |
and Mamié) and grandmother of 6
grandchildren.

Lilian Thompson
Community Planner,
Entrepreneur, Architect
. and Interior Designer
Arlinglon, VA
A native of Arlington, VA Lillian’s |
travels and work experiences have taken
her across America and internationally -
to pkees including Europe, Africa,
West Indies and Bermuda, Mrs.
Thompson is a graduate of Howard
University’s Fine Arts Advertising
Design program and eamed the MS
Degree in Architecture from Columbia
University. She is the founder and CEO *
of Trends Management Consulting, Inc.
After successfully providing 25 yeérs of i
dedicated service to corporate America, :
non-profits, government, business i
and manufacturing in New York, 2008 Inductees Ms Beatrice C. Maye and Ms Lillian 'nmpson
Baltimore, MD, California, Indiana :
and Rocky Mount; NC. She

developed handbooks for several organizations, inchuding Toyota and Baltimore. Lillian now serves as Southeast Raleigh
. Assembly Coordinator with a focus on economic developmerit and capacity building.

Washington Housing Authority is seeking a
Full-time Public Housing Program Specialist
to oversee Asset Managed Property. Must be

detail oriented, possess strong interpersonal

skills, and have prior office experience.
Computer knowledge required. Reports to
Director of Housing Management,

% ) i et v Interested candidates should fod
- Amoidgm resume no later than June 6, 200%
mﬁ_?mm : address listed below or apply at

i S B g Employment Security Commission. — r—
;:-’?.I’&’-’il'.“::z:::?a:‘.'.... w' o B That “easy money” i?t’ probably a tgh;?;?rest loan—
Drop-In Servics o kot . . a :
u:mvmnﬁ-bkm 2 as mst;!(l) Bo‘fljl%‘ uthority won't be easy when it's time to pay it
Rt Washington, NC 27889
* Eplaymeat oppartunites avsis e gton,

Attn: Job Vacancy

Our Banuet Facilles av ided o Busines
-~ anmy Festivk Ocassions, ..

GREENVILLE

North Carolina

Weekly $175.00 + tax Daily §35.48+ tay SR
®  Spacious Fully Furnished Rooms
W/ private baths
Telephone, Cable with HBO

All Uil

Visit CFNC.0rg and your callege financial id office
information on better ways to pay for college.

| CFNC.org or 866-36t-CFNC
~ Colleg

(3
- Foundation
- of North Carolina

1 Hdpinj yhup‘u\,qﬂy. and pay for Cllege
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