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Crack Cocaine sentences set for

FEVKHV

By: James Wright
AFRO Staff Writer

The chairman of the powerful

House Judiciary Committee
is expected to review the
crack cocaine sentences
guidelines as one of his first
priorities.

Rep. John Conyers (D-
Mich.), who is the chairman
of the Judiciary Committee
for the 110th Congress, had
told his colleagues that laws
that give mandatory

minimum sentences to people -

who are convicted of drug-
related crimes will be subject
to oversight. Studies
conducted by the American
Civil Liberties Union and The

- Sentencing Project have |

Ad

year

By Mike Grizzard

The Daily Reflector
Sunday, February 11, 2007
‘The nomination form poses:

one question: “Why should a j

divorced African-American
woman who livesina -
donated apartment because of
a lack of personal funds be
the citizen of the year?”

The answer is simple. Renee
Arrington has a seemingly
endless gpirit and passion
when it comes to helping her
community, especially its
children, Arrington, 54,
founder of the Little Willie
Center, was named citizen of
the year for 2006 during the
Greenville-Pitt County
Chamber of Commerce’s
annual gala earlier this
month. Since starting the
program in 1990 to provide
safety, meals, tutoring and
mentoring for latchkey kids,
Arrington has been “a light
for people that need a little
extra hope,” said Mike
Aldridge of Aldridge &
Southerland Realtors, one of
the center’s many supporters
“She has completely given
her life to it,” Aldridge said.
“And whcn you ask her

families.’ And she does not
think about herself at all.”

as many lives as
she can with the gifts God
has given her has become her
life’s mission, Arrington said,
She calls it “depositing
blessings.”
“I feel like I'm going to the
grave empty,” she said, “I'm
going to empty everything -
out of me to somebody, .
Whatever I can do, whatever
gifts or talents I have,

shown that since the
mandatory minimums were
instituted in the late 1980s,
Blacks have been incarcerated
far more than Whites when -
convicted of possession of
cocaine in the form of crack.
The mandatory minimums
dictate to judges what length
a sentence should be in the
case of the possession or
distribution of crack cocaine.
Marc-Mauer, the executive
director of The Sentencing
Project, said that the time for
review of the sentencing
guidelines is right. “Most of
the mandatory minimums
werfe put in place in the 1980s
and are still very much in
place,” he said.

“Someone can get a five or 10
year prison term for crack buf
a lot less for powder
cocaine.”

somebodysgomg to get it.
I’mnottakmglttome grave
ittle Willie. .~

Mrs

At the age of 3, Jamal Nobles

already was a street-smart kid.

Most everyone on West Fifth
Street, now Martin Luther
King Jr. Drive, knew him as
“Little Willie,” '

He would pop into The
Raven, & restaurant owned by

“*"Arrington and her husband,

hungry but with no money.
Arrington made sure he didn’t
leave with an empty belly.
Soon, more kids stopped by,
and Arrington fed them.
Convinced that there was an
even bigger community of
children in need, she closed
the restaurant, and the Little
Willie Centet was bom.
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Chomber of Comme
In 1989, at age 19, Belinda Lumpkin was sentenced to 25 years in
prison for conspiracy to distribute cocaine. Her boyfriend, who
she had dated since she was 15, ran Detroit’s largest crack ring,
an organization that supplied half the city’s crack houses and at
its peak, prosecutors said, took in $3 millioh a day. Lumpkin says
her beyfriend threatened her family.whes she tried to leave him.
She was pregnant throughout her trial and gave birth in prison.
| President Clinton ¢commtuted hér sesitencein January 2001, Now
/| she lives in Georgia and is working as aTorklift drlver, askill she
learned in prison.
Dorothy Gaines, a mother with no criminal record, was
convicted of conspiracy to distribute erack cocaine in
1994 and sentenced to 20 years in prison. She let her
boyfriend, a crack dealer, keep drugs in her Alabama
home, He and other ring members, who testified against
Gaines her trial, received lesser sentences. President
Clinton commuted her sentence in 2000. Gaines now
lives in Mobile and has lobbied Congress to change the
' mandatory minimum laws,
Conyers, along with the o
Congressional Black Caucus ~ have stated that this is ;;g e;;;c:;i m(;nmt;:
and other organizations such  discriminatorytowards -
the NAACP and th Blacks and should be mandatory minimums, but
36 the ! © none have been scheduled

National Bar Association,

many, sefting the lifit at 35,
Today, the center remains at

T :
get in, With assistance from
the city of Greenville, a move
to St, Gabriel's Roman

* Catholic Church and School

could be complete in March.
That could double the number
of children served but also

~could double the budget.

“To me, I'm grateful that the
city of Greenville, their hearts
are turned to the Little Willie
Center,” Artington said.
“That's what we prayed.
Every person, board,
volunteer, staff for this
program for years, we prayed
that God would pour this

~ center into the hearts and

minds of his people. God's
people are going to hear his
o

w says
::gwﬂ Tk Rah
mw& faith has kept the

capacity with more wanting to
Y : 4

corrected. A spokesman for

center growing not only its
services but its base of
volunteers and financial -
supporters. Computers,
books, video games, movies
and playground equipment
await kids ages 3-17 who .
come in weekdays from 2:30-
6:30 p.m. during the school
year and for summer camps
that include off-site activities.
Arrington emphasizes the
focus is on tutoring and
mentoring to develop the
whole person — not a baby-
sitting service.

“A child has a mind,” she
said. “They have a heart, they
have a spirit, they have a
My.”

Bill Clark of Bill Clark
Homes in Greenville is
amazed by the impact

~ Atrrington has had on

countless families and calls
her “the closest thing to a
saint that I've ever seen.”
“She’s taken these children
off the street, and she’s given
them an opportunity to learn
some real values about life,”
Clark said. “It’s a remarkable,
remarkable thing she’s
doing.”

Keeping the center going has
meant sacrifice. Arrington cut
a full-time schedule teaching
adult education at Pitt
Community College to 22
hours so she can spend
afternoons with the kids. She
'teaches GED classes four
days a week at the Little
Willie Center, and PCC has
provided a second instructor.
The center offers 16
programs, including survival
skill classes, a big buddy
program, Girl Scouts and Boy
Scouts, 4-H Club, an
ensemble, praise ministry
dancers and Bible study. The
Little Willie Center operates
solely with volunteers — not
even Arrington draws a salary
— and receives its funding

through grants and private

see cocaine pgl4

donations,

“She’s certainly done more
with whatever money she
operates on than any person,
organization or governmental
agency that [ have ever seen
in my life,” Clark said.

“This woman has done as
much to deter crime and to
build character and to enrich
the lives of these kids more
than anything in the world,
She’s done a remarkable job,
and she wants to do more.
The only constraint she has is
probably financing,”

Parents do not pay for their
children to attend, but they
must work, seek employment
or attend school and also
volunteer at least two hours
per week at the center.
Arrington says she’s leamed
to “release” some of the daily
duties and count on the
expertise of volunteers such
as Linda Robinson, an East
Carolina University professor
who has helped secure grants,
and volunteer coordinators
Melissa Austin and Melanie
Milton. More than 1,500 -
volunteer hours were
documented in December —
and partnerships have been
formed with local chusches,
the chamber of commerce,
sororities, fraternities,
businesses, organizations, Pitt
County Schools, ECU and
PCC.

“People that come to the
Little Willie Center have to
have a passion for this,"
Arrington said. “They have to
love kids. Even if you have to
tell lhem to sit down 25 times,
m ve got to love doing

There are many success
stories, like Titus Wooten,
who from J.H.
Rose School and PCC,
mdnowvolunteerntme
centef,
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*’A SUPER ENDING FOR
THE SUPER BOWL”,

by GEORGE E. CURRY
The Wilmington Joyrnal

Tony Dungy has finally done
it. On Sunday, he became the
first African-American coach
to win a Super Bowl, As
everyone on this side of
Mars knows by now,
Dungy’s Indianapolis Colts
defeated the Chicago Bears,
coached by Lovie Smith, a

. Dungy protégée.

Considering that no African-
American head coach had led

~ ateam to the Super Bowl

throughout its four decades
of existence. ~most of them
without Blacks as head -
coaches — it was a story
worth following. It was
notable that both coaches,
this time around, were
African-Americans.

OUR

OICE
HAVE BEEN
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OPINION

“A SUPER ENDIN G FOR THE SUPER BOWL”

However, all of the attentlon
on race ignores some
fundamental facts that are v
more important than the race

of "coach. i
ﬁmﬁ and Smith are

exoepnonally smart tacticians.
They obviously know their
business. In addition, each
found success by breaking the
typical NFL coaching mold
and proved that nice guys can
finish first.

Unfortunately, only one coach
could win on Sunday and I am
happy it was Dungy. :

Lovie Snﬁth will eventually
join the ranks of Super Bowl
winners, but on Sunday, it
was Dungy’s turn and nothing
could be more fitting.

On Sunday, as in the previous

playoff nail-biter against New
England, the Colts started i in
the hole. After falling behmyd/
21-6 against the Patriots,
Dungy persuaded his team
that they could win. “It’s our
time,” he said, making
believers out of misbelievers.
“Tony is one calm customer,
no matter what the

“HOW MA.NY
INNOCENT

circumstance he has a way of
making you believe,” -

Quarterback Payton Manning
said later. “We’re stressed out,

and he’s parading back and
forth telling us we’re going to -
win. That rubs off on the
younger players, even the
older players. It made a
difference.”

That’s not the only way. . .
Dungy hnsmade a difference.

We hear a lot about the
coaching disciples of Bill .

 Parcells and others.

Yet, Dungy’s record and nose
for talent has to be one of the
best in the NFL.

It was Dungy, as head coach -

of Tampa Bay, who gave
Smith his first opportunity to
coach, And here they were —
teacher and pupil - facing
each other on the sidelines.
En route to his Super Bowl
victory, Dungy had to defeat -
Herm Edwards, the Kansas
City Chiefs coach who had
been an assistant with him at
Tampa Bay. Pittsburgh hired
yet another Dungy pupil,

AND EXECUTED?”,

OUR VOICE; “HOW
MANY HAVE BEEN
INNOCENT AND
EXECUTED?”,

by EDITORIAL STAFF
The Wilmington Journal

If you read our provocative .
front+page story on whether
the state of North Carolina
has ever executed an innocent

“person on death row, then

you’re probably saying the
same thing we said after
putting the piece down - “Of

course it’s happened: they just

don’t want to admit it.”

The reason, beyond just plain
old common sense, we’re so
sure about it, is because of
what happened to Black men
irt this state for the first part

of this century immediately

after 1898,

They were being lynched
unmereifully, just because
they were black.

"Soit doesn't take the limited

common sense of a drunken
lacrosse player and his
buddies to figure out during
that same period, blacks were
being arrested on false
charges, tried and convicted
on those false charges, and
then executed, or lynched,
same thing, to send a stark
message that blacks who
didn’t watch themselves and
know their place would get
mon of the same.

After all, the state had plenty
of rope. '

So plenty of innocent people
were being executed in this
state almost 100 years ago.
There can be no question.

And almost 100 year later,
tragic-yet-triumphant stories
like Darryl Hunt’s in Winston
~Salem prove that all-white
juries, racist police and
prosecutors, and inadequate
defense counsel are still alive
and well when it comes to
convicting innocent people of

~ capital crimes,

We agree with Duke
University Law Professor
James Coleman that an effort
should be mounted to
officially determine not if, but
who was executed in this state
that was actually innocent of
all charges. Indeed, this could
be a job for the newly formed
NC Actual Innocence
Commission, While members
continue to consider the

~ applications of current death

row inmates, and well that
they should, a grant could
help fund a separate study of
those who have been put to
death.

Those that can be determined
and certified, their families
should be compensated by the
state, just as it makes
reparations to those innocent

persons pardoned by the

governor for cnmes they did
not commit.

The Innocence Commission
was a first good step toward
truth.

Let this be the next, so that
we leam from our mistakes,

and honestly fix our crmunal

justice system,

Adgela L. Clark,
the daughter of Minister
Wil Clark o Aydn,

and Pastor Sandra Clark of
Greenville, NC preached her
inital sermon on Febmary

is a native
of Pitt
County.
Sheis a
1989

graduate of
DH Conley

Sl

Commun-

ity College where she
obtained a degree in business
and early childhood. She is
also a graduate of New
Covenant Bible College
and Mt. Leo Church of
Christ Bible College in
McMinnville, TN.

Minis, Clark is the youngest
of 4 sisters and 3 brothers,
She is an active member

S

Mike Tomhn to become its
head coach. Dungy’s
influence isn’t limited to
African-Americans. Another
assistant, Rod Marinelli is
now coach of the Detron‘
Lions.-

What a judge_ of talent. After
his coaching days are over,
teams should hold a bidding
war to acquire the services of
someone with such an eye for
spotting talent. In retrospect,
it is clear that in hiring those
Black assistants, Dungy was
looking at far more than their
skin color.

In his own quiet way, Dungy
demonstrated that as head
coach, he wasn’t afraid to hire
other talented African- '
Americans. Without that first
job from Dungy and others
might still be waiting for their

first break, just as Dungy did
for})‘eg_

.
“Lovie Smith and I are not
only African-Americans, but
also Christian coaches
showing you can do it the
Lord’s way,” Dungy said at
the trophy ceremonies.

memberoft!nBoNof
Trustees, the church
announcer, the sunday school
cretary and the Vice -
nt of the Voices of

Minis

 Clark isa
youth -
motivational
speaker.
She has a
great
love for
the youth
of today.
Her
. motto is,
. “There
are no
bad
children, He/she is just busy,”
Our youth' are our future
kingdom builders,” states
Minis. Clark , .
Wlwndteisnotmmnmin;m
slwenjoyupendingﬁmewx
her daughter .
Ericka Clark, reading which is
aeuentul part of her day and
time with special
frmd . E. O, Barnes,

“We’re more proud of that.”

Inall the euphoria over Dungy
and Smith, we shouldn’t lose
our perspective. A report co-
authored by the late Johnnie
Cochran concluded in 2002
that the NFL had a “dismal
record of minority hiring.”
Approximately 70 percent of
the players in the NFL are
African-Americans. Yet, since
the NFL was formed in 1920,
more than 400 coaches have
been hired, according to the
report. ‘

Of those, only six were Black
~ five of them hired since
1989; only one Black has been
added since the report.

And things are even worse at
the college level, the feeder
system for the NFL. Almost
half of Division 1-A players
are Black - 46 percent; five of
119 coaches were Black.

One longtime complaint of
Black football coaches is that
in some areas, Blacks are no
better off now than they were
under segregation. In an
earlier era, Blacks had their
own “classics” and bowl

» Give me a,

! We specialize in seniors
05-Bo0L

Eﬂkmm
Licensed /

zsg-oamaz

Bﬂlﬂ«n Life and lety

- games. Jake Gaither of
Florida A&M., Grambling’s
Eddie Robinson and John'
Merritt of Tennessee State
were common and larger-

 than-life fixtures on the

sidelines; it was not
considered unusual when one
squared off against the
another.

And no one questioned
whether an Africai-American
had the smatts to play
quarterback or middle
linebacker. There-were 11
slots on offense and defense
and none were allowed to g0
unfilled.

In one sense, Tony Dungy
and Lovie Smith showed .
White America what African-
Americans had known all
along: Blacks can perform
successfully at any level — if
provided the opportunity.
George E. Curry is editor-in-
chief of the NNPA News
Service and
BlackPressUSA.com. To
contact Curry or to book him
for a speaking engagement,
£0 to his Web site,
WWW.georgecurry.com.
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mlhtarycon letssmee colonial ’days |
However, the Buffalo Soldiers,

‘Reﬂécﬁons

comprised of former slaves, freemen
and Black Civil War soldiers, were the

first to serve during peacetime.

rights activist, Trent Lott has any restaurant that would body. In the century ahead, the times. o
| said many times in the past — Serve you. Junior Walker, in his song primary task facing our 7. Elimidate the “digital
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(This condensed article was ~ one of unrelenting misery, fried chicken on a piece of ‘ documented in The State of ~ Americans and other people
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leaders would have us believe from first grade through 12th, | from academic achievement  lines by making affordable
that nothing has changed — received less money per Suejette A. Jones to employment to home- financing widely available
so they can keep a job and student from the state than ownership rates. As a for credit worthy working
remain revelant — the truthis all-white schools, and the CLOSING THE GAP blueprint for transforming ~ families of color.
that conditions and hand-me-down textbooks have-nots into haves, the _10. Elimidate
opportunities for most blacks  were often obsolete by the A century ago, Black folk National Urban League iscriminatory business-loan
in the South have improved ~ time we received them. But who migrated from southern advocates the following Ten  practices holding back
beyond anything we could ~ We made do. When the farms to cities often livedin  Opportunify entrepreneurs of color.
have dreamed. I'm not Christmas parade rolled wretched . Commandments for the i .
romanticizing or tnvxahzmg around, however ; we did conditions. Qur men were twenty-first century; We ve come a great dnstance
what was a dreadful periodin  more than make do: We denied decent jobs and 1. Offer quality preschool Since slave ships arrived on
our history, so keep those made up for all we'd been steered into menial labor. education to children whose  these shores. After the
accusatory letters, denied.. Each year, the Teenage girls were parents cannot afford it. Emancipation Proclamation,
‘ marching band high-stepped  lured to the big city w!‘.I{~ 2. Provide affordable it took our people a century
Just between us, though, through downtown and just bogus promises of work, health care for the more than  and a half to make our way
many black institutions tore up the place. I mean. only to be forced into 40 million Americans who through a forest fraught with
thrived during segregation ,  The Morrison Training prostitution, destitution and - are uninsured. darkness and danger. Today,
«and many w have new books,  School Drill Team (all black servitude. ' 3. Ensure that every at the dawn of a new
but as Jesse Jackson asked except for one or two white The National Urban League - public school serving poor ~ century, we finally see the
(back when he was mxm) kids whose parents obviously  was founded in 1910 to lead. children equip them tobe ~ Clearing
“What does it matter if '&‘:t hm; xm)mm the struggle for social a;nd self-reliant . :hse ““"“%’L ﬁx‘ leg ::
have old or new books if you out of the joint) ow economic opportunity for 4. Vastly increase support Journey. is
open neither?” l"moﬁ!n . the parade with its precision  urban Blacks. In the for proven programs toget ~ American Dream — nothing
gmuonofbwhm marching drills. But hool nineteenth century, we shed  the estimated 12 million less — and these Ten
bers being band was a strong No. 2. The  the shackles of slavery. high - school drop outs Opportunity
fomdbthwmind\e school was blessed with two  In the twentieth century, we  back on track. Commandments a
balcony at the movies or drum majors. When the  shipped Jim Crow 5. Guarantee access to road map that can take us all
lofryup;cmplgof one graduated, the band  segregation in many realms  affordable higher education.  there. ‘
never missed a step. Now , I of American life. We won 6.. Implement national
mmﬁn‘h mwmul therightwvote.merighno eommcpohcwgﬂm Hmm.NMUM
mstlmlthﬂwmm dancing fool when I wantto  eat and shop wherever we promote high employment
you, We liked sitting in the  be, but both of those dudes wanted, the right to live and  and economic growth in
+ balcony — but not being had more rhythm in their big Mnhodmywlmewe communities that have so far
forced to — and nothing in  toe than I have in my whole  could afford. missed out on the good
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Owens & Nelson, P.L.L.C.
201 West Thm'ﬂrui

~ Post Office Box 36

Greenville, North Carolina 27835

| Telephone: (252) 757-3300

Fax: (252) 754-8367 Mark W. Owens I|

WE PROVIDE AGGRESSIVE ADVOCACY & STEADFAST
GUIDANCE ON A WIDE RANGE OF LEGAL MATTERS,
| INCLUDING:

* All Types of - Personal Injury

*  Traffic Violations of all kinds and

*  Criminal Defense

*  Divorce and Family Law

 Estates and Wills

" Residential and Commercial Real Estate
+  Corporations and Partnerships

Mark W. Owens Jr

James A, Nelson Jr.

Répresenting Clients in North C arolina includlng'
Greenville, Washington, Kinston, New Bern, Rocky
Mount, Tarboro, Williamston, Wilson, Goldsboro Pitt

comtky__.?,a_nd more. ‘ ‘ ,}S ,_
soesph wan 8. JIFIRRII et Greenle NC 278
Dupree, Il | ree F HCEI’B
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Top 20 gospel/praise & worship
Music, Clergy/Choir Robes, Church Supplies,
Books, Bibles, Greeting Cards, Gifts, Wedding & Social
Invitations, Songbooks, Sunday School & Vacation Bible
School Materials and much morelll
Sunday School Commentaries Now Availablel
Open Wednesday through F riday 12-6pm
Saturday 10am-4pm
CORNERSTONE CHRISTIAN BOOKSTORI
1095 ALLEN ROAD, GREENVILLE. N

252-752-3846 FAX: 252-752-4405

Caﬂulifmneedmmtocollectyourmumdmange

your propenty. Several nice building lots.... We handle Cony,,
HUD, VA, FHA Financing Realtor, NotuyNth,Ammﬁng

' 606 Albermarle Avenue
Greenville, NC 27834
(252) 787-1692 or (252) 757-1162
 Fax Number (252) 757-0018

GP In The House Promotions
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Owner/Photographer: Garry E. Pearsall

Specializing in: Weddings, Portraits, Special Events, Private Parties, Digi-
tal Slide Shows, Bridals, Portfolios, Concerts, Family Reunions, Class Re-

unions, Personalized T-shirts and also Commercial Events and Photogra-
phy. ,

Open By Appointment Only .

GP In The House Promofions Phone: 252-288-8518 :
@Firetower Crossing Shopping Center  E-mail: gppromotions@suddenlink.net
Greenville North Carolina 27858

Website: Www.myspace.com/gppromotions
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State-Of-The-Art Digital Photography




