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It seans to me that it is perfectly proper that we should bring to you from time to time 

some of those things that you do not find in your text books and that you do not get in 

the classroom (you may get some of what I am going to say to you in the classroom) 

especially when they are things that the schools in a large measure are either responsible 

for, or will have to correct. 

4. 2 J 2 4 4. } 3+& ¥f mr ~r 4 4 he 

A republic or democracy is a government in which the citizenship has 
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political freedom. Now, you perhaps do not know the significance of what we 

we sey political freedom. There was a time in the history of this world, and it is still 
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true in some countries in which the citizenship has almost if not quite as much freedom 
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nave no as we have in this country, but the individuals 
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have no voice in the meking of 

monarchy. The people had freedom, to be sure, but they had no voice in the maki 

at a given age, usually 21, has a voice in the government, has a say-so, has 

express themselves. That means that they have whet is known as political freedom. e 

. 
cannot have a democracy without political freedom. It is one of the foundation stone 
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of a republic, that the citizens of the republic shall have political freedom, - a 

43
) official. There was a time in the history of the world in certain nati 
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acrifici is YOuUr L2Le © criticize your government. ¥ eo ¢ 
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laws that controlled them. Now a democracy is a government in which the citizenship 
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in a republic have a right to say what they please about the public acts of an official. 

To be sure, if they slander an official, they may be indicted for that. In other words, 

if they carry it so far as to make it absolutely false to carry a point, then the official 

has the right to bring such a person in the courts and try him for slander, and if h 
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is guilty to punish him. What I am talking about right now is 
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freedom of speech, and that means that you have a right to print or to say what yov 
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t please in the way of criticism of your government. That is one £9 

world had to fight for for centuries. The man who is in a publ 
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criticized for it, and it is the part of wisdom for hi o accept the criticism, 
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| the part of discretion to say very little about 1%. Let wi eopl ave their opinion. 
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It is a good thing in a government like ours, because alter all iv is worth something 

| for people to think enough to talk and to write. It isn't @ bad thing. It may not 

be pleasant to certain individuals, but it is a fine thing for people in @ repuolic 

| to think. 
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| a sense this individual freedom so far as expressing yourselr is concerned, inere 18 
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t lency te make &2 man or se woman conform to his varty whether it is right or wrone & enaency 10 make &2 man or @ woman conrorm to nis arty, Wnet P a) 4 Bere. © Wrone?. 

There was at one time a party, right or wrong". Mere were people who 

elieved that and there are people of that kind today. We do not wmt to tra up a 

citizenship in a government like ours who will take that position. fe went a citizenship 
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| Capable of studying the affairs of government and with character enough to say what 

| 
they think. Unless our people take that position, the government is in a more or 

less precarious condition. There is a tendency to hand down to the people from the 

administrative end of government what the people are to accept, and there is a tendency 

on the part of a large number of our people to accept whatever is handed down. That 

is a dangerous position for us to be in in a republic. It may be that they 4@re handing 

down the thing that ought to be. All right, if so, it f
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just to accept it because it is handed down is dangerous. We want to train this 
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generation of boys and girls to think and to knOW. 
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I believe a part of this tendency we have toda 

  

eo 

    

i s is) 
wy 

ar Who 
Wo iia 

  

| 

i 

{ 

: ‘ hilar: nA wo whin tham all into 17 and > eat 
| been teaching. We take a group of children and we whip them all into line, and we say, 
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| you do just this, just this way. And we train them day aiter day just tC follow this 
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| thing, just this way, and then we wonder why they follow wh somebody else hands it down 
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| to them as grown citizens. There was & had a class of children, and there 
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was a little boy in that class who had a sense of art, and was interes i in Natuy 

| peculiar angle of the sun threw a spot of light on the ceiling in the school room, and 

| that spot of light, dancing, making different kinds of figures on t ceiling, caught 

| the little boy’s eye, and he was sitting there thinking about what it was, and no doubt 

| ty RES ae - sw > 3 ¥ Af Sn Fi nito re "AAR Yr ¥ a ts } 2 4 ? } +c | his mind was reaching out into the infinite. The teacher saw } and she said, "Johnnie, 

nad See aio : ey rt 43) Cag yr A ania Ue gape te ae Ken oie a int i Be eden Sas | what are you doing?" He shook with fear, and said, "I was just thinking." She said, 
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| "Stop thinking amd get your lesson." How often do we make them st thinking and get 

| ‘4.A4 fap : T 4 . a msro eau ea ee Ce ae a . ° a A to grinding. Tennyson, 1 believe it was, who saw the little flower gr ig in the wall, 

| and it took hold ofhis mind, and he went away and wrote that beautiful stanza: 

PER = “ ,On wel "Flower in the crannied wall, 
I pluck you out of the crannies, 
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I hold you here, root and all, in my hand, 

Little flower, but if I could understand 

What you are, ‘eeat end all, and all and all, 
miA inaw waa A any ay 7 ' | I should KNOW what God ana man is." 

| Just a little flower growing in the wall between the bricks and rocks set th: ind to 

| going and it reached out from that until it said, "But if I could understand what you 

are, root and all, and all and all, I should know what God and man is." I+ is worth 

more to lead a child to think, to stimulate him to think and to use the vower that God 

ours ate Ee ee aS ene or | has given him than it is to get the multiplication tables, important as the may be, 

In our teaching we want tc timulate the children to hink fo + 7 22 } L J aconoing we wan vO Stimulate ne cnildren to think for tt mseives, and if they 
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in their inkine. «tt ;7 a chev find 7 } will think and be honest in their thinking, God will see that they find the Truth as 

J 4 hat haw 1 oo : Th A . ee 3 f 1? WT 7} God intends that they shall get it. We do not get all of the truth. No man knows it al 
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The thought came to me not long ago that quite often people 15 eR A her oe ee disagree about a question, 

r
o
 

 



i EE 

when in reality they have each seen only o 

world without end for the position they ta 

side may be just as right as 
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one side, green on one side, and on another side yellow and another 

up on one side and see the white, and you come on another side and s 

Side. [I ask you if you saw that forty story build: New 1 

You say, "No, 1 didn't see that, but I saw a forty story building i: 

you say you saw that and it was all green, and we fuss about the col 

You saw the green side and I saw the white side, or the red side, a 

the color. Jehovah, who sees all four sid S, realizes that you and 

of the truth, and that we have gone on through life, owing only on 

and it may be more than four sides, but you saw only one side, a t 

definite color. 1 saw one side and to me it was ar sntirely differ 

are problems that come before us as teachers, and I see one phase 

I want the time to come when I will be willine for u to see ur 

problem, and you will be willing for me to see mine and we x 1 sti 

that time cones, Will be willing to think a to let yc 5 k, an 

work together in harmony. 
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