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Summer School Commencement 

August 23, 1929 

Friends, I hope that what Dr. Meadows said is not so individually; 

I hope it is true collectively. I have an idea that some of these girls love 

    
some other man better than they do me. All of them ought toe I am speaking, 

of course, of your father. 

$n -~ re ate nmiaMAAs + 399 Pra anna wha a wrt 
I am very much impressed at the number of our friends who are wi 

us this morning and I am led to believe that some of our folks believe this 

is a church servicee It is note I notice in the church that people who come 

early get the back seats and leave the front ones for those who are late, If 

you cennot hear me back »#€ the gallery, do not hesitate to move up. 

An occasion of this kind is a hap * 

i ' im pi ‘ a a 
ryTr f aT KF le ‘wan Pan? st ale es ann LL, 
DY Occasion to vas facul v ana vile 

officers of the college because we are going to get rid of these girls. Iv 

is also a happy occasion to the girls because they ar iz t et rid of us 

Seriously, it does in a sense wring ones heart strings to see those we have 

1s met of + a age nm + Ars worked with for two or four years 

state, But, on the other hand, it does our hearts good 

cf
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young people nave undervaken a&@ task and nave gone tNToUgn WL th it and accomp 

the thing that they started out to do. ‘ie rejoice with you young 

have reached this point in your educational development. I cannot say that you 

have completed your education, ‘whe best that I ean say is that you have laid 

the foundation upon which you may build the rest of your life in an educationa 

Way 

I want to talk to you this morning not about education par 

I am not going to give you very much advice. I know your faculty,     

are een ~ 4. - A A i + ey See og jek }- +t. yrepare to leave us and go back out into th



    

     
that has worked with you, has done that and I am persuaded that you have about 

  

all the advice you can carry. in fact, i doubt if you can put into practice 

all that you know. 

I want to talk to you today about America and the trend in this ereat 

Republic of ours, As I see it, America is in the midst of the greatest revo- 

lution she has experienced since July 4, 1776. I do not mean that it is war. 

The great revolutions of this world are not measured by great wars of this world. 

We are in the midst of the greatest revolution that we have ever had since we 

broke away from the Mother Country, 0 every eareful student of statecraft it 

is perfectly clear that, as a nation, we are moving steadily and rather rapidly 

toward some form of absolutism in government. I do not think there is any doubt 

about thate I think any student of statecraft will admit that this is true. It 

may be there is no power in our nation sufficiently strong to counteract this 

movement. As I see it the schools are the hope to save the Republic. 

t, that is when t
e
 

Since the great world combat and at the beginning of 

America entered that conflict, we voluntarily surrendered many of the things 

that we held very sacred as a people. ie allowed the central government in 

Washington to take away any number of things we had insistently and persistently 

refused to give up prior to that time. ‘le allowed the government to tell us 

how much sugar we could get and what kind of food to eat. le let them tell us 

h @ ct
 

how much to eat and not to leave any food on our plates. We Hooverized at 

suggestion of the man that is now our President. We surrendered any number of 

things that we had held tenaciously to since the beginning of this Republic. 

We did this in order that we might meet the military power of Germany. 

We confidently Se eaied to reclaim all that we had given up but we have not done 

SOe If one studies the situation without prejudice, if one studies the situation 

without political bias, he is forced to admit that America has moved towards the 

same form of government that -we had in_amesm*ea before the World War and that 
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means that the governments of Europe and the government of the United States 

are not nearly so far apart as they were before this great conflict. t is 

barely possible that the nations of the world will some day work out the most 

efficient, the most satisfactory form of government that the world has ever seen, 

If one would study the conditions in Italy without being prejudiced 

against the real ruler of that country he would realize that they have set up a 

Facist government on the basis of a lack of natural resources but that he has 

o}
 as a matter of fact given to the people of Italy more ; 

~ Sapa 2 L 3 rosperity and more happi- q 

ness than they have had for quite a number of years. But if one would notice 

the trend in America he will find the same thing on a basis of an over supply 

of natural resources. He would be forced to come face to face with the fact 

that we are moving towards the form of government set up in Italy except we are 

% +} 

on the other side of the shield. America is setting up hers on the basis of is
 

a nation with unexcelled natural resources and Italy with practically no natural 

FESOUPCES s 

I think there is no question about it, we are tending toward some form 

2 as . pet 1 ROK "ae pe BE “ae, fe Re SNE Spgs eS 
of centralized government in the republic of the United States. Recently the 

President vetoed the bill of Congress for building certain war craft. But as a 

matter of fact ought the President of the United States to have complete power 

when the bill has been passed properly, signed and the appropriations made by 

Congress. It means that one man is saying to this nation you are not going to 

do what yeu_promieed your blebs tepisi: tures you were going to do. That is 

Sua ae strong centralized power. 

—Wegnere yecently /passed tam Congressiwhat is known as the Farm Helief 

Lapaty F 
Bill aad an appropriation of more than a hundred million dollars to relieve 

the farmer, The Farm Relief Board is taking ten million dollars of this money 

      for those who grow grain and ten million for those who grow cotton in the United



    States. Are those millions of dollars to be given 

agricultural products? Wo, ‘the Farm Relief Board 

   
4. he We wr cy 7% to the people who grow 

Ck arent ‘ton ae pO Ra: Bape “+ * 
says it will use it to lend 

to only the farmers of America who are organized. What does that mean? It 

means by legislation by the Federal government of this countr millions of 

dollars will be set aside to help one third of the population in the United 

Fan 
States form a more centralized organization. It me 

> 

Congress for the purpose of centraliz: 

the population of this country. They have made it 

no help for a farmer not in one of these organizati 

fy : aS y? 
Business methods in government (every North Carolinian 

is almost a slogan with us today. Big Business is 

cannot get away from it. ‘The organization of the farmers 

means the concentration of power. ‘The budget, and 

ale 

ans an appropriation from 

; oe Pras Tanmnra Nat Py 3 oe 
tion in industry for a large per cent of 
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PS ee ray + i ae Poe a ms a form of absolutism and we 

2 YAY "7 C3 On such Q Hausa co a7) 1 7 
a be dd wt aa 1S Le 1. mo tL? any = 

+ Faq nec Hic as " MNnNAaAhrPiaced 
26 2S 85S DLE aS ah Una oPicgece 

dictionary, the budget of the United States government is the President's budget. 

It is not a budget of the various departments of go' 

tive budget and while in theory our legislators can 

leave it as made by the President of + 

yvernnen 

matt nae ae er Le SRS SRF ss 
Change LU, in practice they 

are pretty near the point where we have texation without representation. In our 
a 

state sovermnent we have practically the same thing. In theory we have repre- 

sentation, but the budget is passed almost as written by the 

L 

principle is in operation in almost every state in 

Therefore our slogan in government means 

a little more standardization. 
a 

everywhere and in say he individual is coun 

is swallowed up in the mass, He is no longer a free 

overpowering personality counts. ‘There is a very 

Republic of free people is about 

of things is before us, It is going to be good for 

Ve have today stand 

grave danger herée 

GOVernor e it 
v 

the Unione 

a little more concentration 3 

. pas | . : 
ardized and centra 

Br, TR . aa ann Lad a ting for less and less, He 

us or is it going to consume 

   us aS a people? As I see it, the hope is in the public school.   
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The people of America see this and are going to demand an equal 

educational opportunity for all of the children of all of the people. I believe 

the folks in America understand it. It may not be in their thinking in the 

words that I have used in presenting it to you today, but the American people 

realize that the hope of this nation of ours is in an educated citizenship. 

The octopus of centralization sees its danger lies in the public school and so 

a nationwide attack is being made upon the public school. ‘This attack is coming 

out of the city of Cleveland , Ohio. 

You people have the destiny of our nation in your keeping. You and 

others like you throughout this republic should so teach that the child of today 

will be an individual independent citizen of tomorrow. Let him learn to think 

z 

for himself and to act upon the conclusion of his own thinking. No longer can 

you be a dictator in the class room, You must be a leader of the group and such 

a leader that each child will develop his individuality. 

+ 

The republic of America has given to the world the highest type of 

citizenship to be found in any nation on the face of this earth, The republic 

of America was found*not on a strong centralized government and not on absolute 

individual freedom but it was based on a balance between the two, on a line that 

was drawn about half way between them. And as such we have developed each indi- 

vidual throughout this nation, we have accomplished more as individuals, we have 

served the world better than any other nation on the face of this earth. That, 

my dear friends, is the kind of government, the kind of publie schools, America 

has given her children, And you and I are living in the greatness of it today. 

This prosperity that is all over this state of ours in a large measure has been 

brought about because of the improvement in the education of the folks of North 

Carolina. 

In your teaching so teach that each child will be an individual that 

    MW will be able to think for himself. The youth of today is seeking for the     



    

     

    
truth. The youth of today is seeking for the truth as it has never sought for 

it in the history of the world, Certainly this is true with the North Carolina 

girl and boye ‘the truth makes people free. ‘he truth will save all that is 

good in this day and will find something better for tomorrow. ‘The truth will 

give us spiritual freedom, It will give us personal freedom. It will give 

us individual freedom; it will give us governmental freedom. ‘Truth will save 

iHany people, Jesus the Messiah came to et people out of darkness into light. 

fo lead people away from superstition to the great light of God's truth sam the 

day that they crucified Him the veil of the temple was rent in twain. i%—had 

heomthat the High Priest frent to Jehovah for the people but from that time each 

person goes straight to Jehovah for himself. 

ui 8cqi teach the youth of today and seek the truth ourselves that they 

and we may be free. 

Robert H. Wright, President 

Kast Carolina Teachers College


