
  

This week I have had the privilege of attending a conference of 
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is known as the North Caroline College Conference, LReSS Meetings: are 

attended by the executive officers and one or more delegates from the teach- 

ing staff or officers and annually they meet together to see if they cannot 

work out some of the problems in order to give you people the best kind of 

college education, 

It is through these conferences that the state department of 

public instruction working with committees of the conference have worked 
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in the state what is best to do for the education of our state. 

This conference has worked out a scheme for Stangardizing colleges 

@ genior colleges, junior colleges, senior teachers colleges, and junior 

teachers colleges and have had the requirements printed and a copy in the 

possession of every college in our state. Then annually they have an 

inspection made of the institutions either by sending someone to t! 

institution or by sending out a questionnaire to find out whether the 

a4 colleges are living up to the standards set by the state c Q pa)
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happen to be on the committee to go over that kind of work. We found thet 

in some cases that they are not living up to the standard and in others that 

they are living beyond the standard. In that way, I believe the colleges fia) 

of North Carolina are together working for a common cause, 
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I thought it would be of interest to you to know that the people 

working in these institutions of higher learning ere working with a very 

definite purpose of giving to the young women and young men in North Carolina 

the best college educational opportunity. They work on every phase of college 5 

work such as the kind of laboratories you should have to carry on laboratory 

work, the rules and regulations that control athletic contests, the number 

of hours a teacher should teach and the number of pupils a teacher should 

have. They even took up the matter of how much a teachers should be paid, but 

they have not passed on that question but they have passed on the ques 

the training and qualifications necessary for a teacher to be an efficient 

college teacher. In other words, the college people of North Carolina are 

really and truly intensely interested in giving the youth of our state the 

best educational opportunities possible. 

I was on another committee of this conference that dealt with now 
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or girl a year's education in a given institution. 

We had a number of rather prominent veople at the 

President of the General Education Board was there and meade a speech. ‘We 

discussed a number of questions that were of keen interest to the college 

executives and of vital interest to the teaching staff. And for the first 

time in the history of the conference there was a unanimous agreemen 

questions. You, youns women, will be interested to know that repeatedly the 

answer to @ particular problem was to get good teachers, 

The proper relation between the college courses of study and the 

high school courses of study was discussed. The high schools have been 

Saying you have got to take what we turn out and the colleges have been 
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We had always heard before that the reason pupils fail in the high schools 
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was that they were not properly taught in the gredes and the reason they 

failed in college was because they were not properly taught in high school. 

But this year for the first time both sides admitted their faults. The 

colleges said we are going to start where you leave off and we are going to 

put our very best teachers down there to teach those Freshmen. The whol 

conference seemed to me to be together in the one purpose to do what was 

pest for the youth of our state. And all of us rea@lizec that the best 
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teachers possible are what the gredes, the high schools, and the colleges 

need. Of course, with all of that there will be some folks who will fail, 

there will be some who go to college just to say in leter life, 

alumnus of such an institution.” There will be some who go to college just 
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to have a good time. One of the requirements of thie type is the 
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he goes everywhere else in that car. ‘The colleges with this type to deal 

with are peginning to say no student cars will be allowed on our campus. That 

question, however, was not brought up at this conference. 

Me conference is doing its very best to see that you, the colleg 

girl and the college boy, are getting the best possible in education. And, 

young friends, I believe it is a token of great things in an educational 

way for our state. There was not the least semblance of the old conierences 

in North Carolina of the church supported schools and the state supported 

schools. It was not a question of who supported you but what can we, the 

eolleges, do for the youth of our state. You know, I felt when I left the 
wv 

conference and thought over all that had taken place, that I am glad 

member of such an organization with a spirit of service, no contentions, no 

disputes, but a disposition to work out problems for the best interest of 

the youth of our state. It means a great thing for 

North Carolina, 

---Robert H. Wright,


