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Field notes 

I have kept in touch with my first narrator, Pia Leahy, over the phone. When we spoke to 

each other a while ago, I asked her if she knew about someone else who could be a good 

narrator for me. I was interested in someone else with an international background. 

However, one day she calls me and tells me about Jo and Frank Saunders. She told me 

that this married couple was good friends of her, and that they both worked at ECU for 

many years. Dr Leahy had already told the Saunders about me, our oral history project 

and that I needed someone else to interview. From what I understood, they were both 

very interested in talking to me. Pia Leahy did not know that I wouldn't conduct 

interviews with more than one person at the time, so I had to explain this when I called 

the Saunders. Jo Saunders answered the phone and we had a nice and interesting 

conversation. She told me she was a professor in dance, and that she had many stories I 

might find interesting about the history of ECU. I decided that this was a person I would 

like to talk to, and we decided on a date and time to meet. I was welcomed to come to 

her home Tuesday 13th ofNovember at 3 o'clock. I did some planning and research for 
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the interview, and developed many potential questions I wanted to ask her. 

Unfortunately, my planning did not help me out very much this time 

I got a call from Jo Saunders Tuesday morning a few hours before the scheduled 

interview. She asks me ifl would mind talking to her husband instead. I told her that I 

didn't mind, but I was of course thinking about the preparation I had done for an 

interview with her. However, because of "time-pressure," I took the chance and decided 

to interview her husband, Frank Saunders. I did not have time to go to the library or do 

much background research. I went on the Internet, and I was able to find some 

information, and also a picture of him on the ECU-web site. 

When I arrived at their home, I got a feeling that Jo Saunders cancelled her 

appointment with me in order for her husband to be the narrator instead. Both of them 

welcomed me warmly, and guided me in to the living room. We sat down by a small 

table with two chairs. I told him about our project, and about the interviewing. While we 

talked about these things, I sat up the equipment. I did bring an extra power cord, but 

before I had time to take mine from the purse, Mr. Saunders disappeared into another 

room and came back with one. 

He seemed very interested in the whole project, so we started to interview just a 

few minutes after I came there. His wife went out in the backyard, the house was quiet 

and there were no disturbances during the interview. The interview lasted for a little over 

one hour. I wish we could go longer, but the power suddenly went out in the house and 

down the whole street. (I should have brought batteries! But who did think about that?). 

Even though the tape recorder went dead, we continued talking and ended the interview 

naturally like I would have done if the tape were still running. 

2 
















