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It is a: pleasure for me to by with you this momlng and visit with

fee £ Toa, AL, Coiiiaal
so many good fiiends, who have devoted time aad financial resources

A
iV
to the restoration of the Hope Hpuse here in Windsor. As you prokably

are avare, JEXEEXCOR those of us in my

offici‘;ollow{klosety bha

interest of my Administrative ®ssistant, “arro1l Leggett, who is a native

ecause of the special

of Bertie Gounty and has participated in ma1y of the events

surrcunding the restoration,

Carroll is enthusiatic about what is going on here and I am too, for

several reasonsja_}.I M-Jl. Lhe =50 gt ;e Lo M
\S:M Wl %’d Ba &’I’ &L&WM "f”é /‘3%

I come from ag_ small town and ax@~believe deeply in the xiesmwevalue

I and appreciat
“off rurgl Iifpedwdax living, =i en,joykhe Prndimocdemdact distinctive

style and flavor of our state which I think comes in large part from

bring compaosed af many »wesswsr smpall commnities witi® jheir owm particular
\your_own special commnity
interests and , in your case xxXimm=mx in Windsor,/ projectes

I note that
Po. show you my Yenthusiasm for small town living/I am in the process of moving

from the thnvmg and sprawling c:.ty of Lillington, populat:.on about 1,300,
'be a new home on the river over i:u ~Buies Creek zxmmkx s populat:l.on about

500, =

kgéw
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X istoric Hope stands apart from many restoration projects in our State
in that you are a private group, madxsemdsst and the Eicfnse is privately
orerated . The State of‘Horph_Ljarolina does not own the site and does
not opertae the =g v and this is quite an accomplishment,

I am sure it would have been easier to have gone the @ther way,'"to have
let the government do it," and relieved yourselwes of the continuing
responsibility of raising money and supporting the restoration effort
at Nope,

But you did not and I commend you for it. Hesxswiwer The philosophy of

_Xwigx "let the government do" is too pervasive in our country and zmp
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. group .= 1" 20
it is memsxkwesse refreshing to see a gw? such as Priends of Mope

shoulder the burden abd say, "Tf it's worth dwuing,

it is worth doing ourselves."

And you undoubtedly hxmEcmEixias have already seeinn the wisdom of your
decisione This town and this area has never keen more alive?than it
is now, largely as a result of the continuing activites centered around
s.ihis area ...
Mope. Thousands of tourists find their way to Riwsywke each year to
&
view the house, many of whom had hever visited Windsor before zmsim or
even
possibly/heard of it. I appreciate the fact that you were gracious enough
to allow me to hold a recpetion for the people of the First and Seconft
Congressional Districts at Mope this summer, again bringing
A 2w siedies O citizens

to Windsor dsstingulshaim of the regiom, many of whom had never

visited here before., &
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it is memskckesse refreshing to see a""g‘ﬁ#. such as Friends of XNope

shoulder the burden abd say,skisxzEIon #If it*s worth dwaing,

it is worth doing ourselves,"

And you undoubtedly hxxmcooraEks have already seein the wisflom of your
decisione This town and this area has never keen more alive': than it
is now, largely as a result of the continuing activites centered around
s.this area ..
Mope, Thousands of tourists find their way to RE?“ each year to
view the house, many of whom had hever visited Windsor before zssim or
even
possibly/heard of ite. I appreciate the fact that you were gracious enough
to allow me to hold a recpetion for the people of the First and Seconsfl
Congressional Districts at Nope this summer, again bringing
A gase srcFiem € citizens
to Windsor ddstdinguished mumadm of the regiom, many of whom had never

visited here before. &



I can tell you that Nope got rave reviews from the folks I talked teo,

You have created a. live and on=going commnity
hundreds of people
xFErEXxALTReREs. every year and serves as a source of commnity pride

and spirit, I am here to tell y ou that this fact makes a gread differnce.

Travel to many of our small towns which lack =stitwe-" a Nope " or some
similar mmgeskxanwxysmerx focal point for mewsizsss commmnity activity
and.. .
and often you find a kmm» town lacking in vitality 4 imaginationj;
¢

ofetn you find a small town dying essssassx and that is a shame,

So I hope you will share what you are doing here in Windsor whenver

you can becasue you do stand as a glowing example of what can be done

with sufficient dedicat ion and interest and with some sacrifices « You
\g%rt of the..’

== d0 have ‘X; recipe for helping keep rmral North Carolina alive and

f/’ 5: 0
well and growing and tha is,important to me as I know it is to you,

A



In addition , with the preservation and restoration of Mope you have
effectively captured a peice of the history of this region =wgx
so it can be shared with aad apprec1atedhy this generation an#t

in a real way is a.¢
generations to follow. Nope Xstxrym#t™Hift £o ; your children , to your nexi
gradchildren and to citizens of our State and Hations for years to come,

Gl .

Consider what a great legacy you d=—==gm#k creating to leave for those

who come after you and I think you will be even prouder of the accomplishments

here at Nope,

But this legacy is not without conditions,

I am remined of the story which is told about Ben F anklin , who

it - was
L

the Constitutional Gonvetntion aw=.2EK asked by a young

felow what had gone on 1ns:.de. Dr. Franklm replied, "Io’rung man, we

s
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Ve
have created a Republic. %%ne’d ~SFour=duty- &-o..pmsem-w You have
created something zwesdmsé significant and unique her e at Nope but

and sometimes not an easy ongj.
it will be Mﬂﬁwto promote it and

preserve it and the people of this region mist realixe this fact@vqf ‘f¢¢ 17/"‘-{,

o P
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There is a conﬁnuing dekh‘tuat this parbicular time about the value
of restoration mmmima®: projects, some saying that the day for

such projects has passed, that we can't afford such undertakings
any longer, that we have enough already , and that instead we should

concentrate our efforts on adaptive wsees slLtto <0

Well !I disagree with those Zsdfmex folks for the most part,



This 4s a hustle, bustle age we live in and more and more we are losing
Y &
our feeling of kwmgmex belonging, of continuity, our roots, if you
ey

7

will =&kmmmx me to use this now over-zmmmiser used expression, We need

desperately,in my opinion,to go back and see where we came from from,
Ay ey

to see ourselves in the confiinuing order of things, j‘to understand and
£

appreciate histry Zmsxwiwx. in order to avoid the mistakes of the past

and be guided in the future,

Preservation of mmaeex elements of our culture--- fine architecture,

furniture, design and decogz}tion----a:mwm»gmth is

extremely important )I thinl l,ald I do not believe that we have come

to a time when everything ébout us must be "used" in order to have

value and justify its beinge In fact, Emgmsisximixgaomscc Nope Nouse
g valuable" .

and its furmishings have ayery wwims’usef--- they are teaching history
a

and design and southern mxmiaec. culture zZuiixiesiysimex ---- and thodisands

of persons each year are the @ist~~miwmssex beneficiaries of this

restoration,

I do understand the mmexdoewtr: importance of adaptive nses mgier
of buildings with historical or architectual significance. You have only

to go to Raleigh and view the area aroundl the capita]).?rhﬁm

especially ;
Sujerempyawmd: the Bloudd Street ares,to see wherea part of bthe past

2
of our capital city has been captured and held for us through
adaptive use of buildings when restoration and =preservation would

have been out of the questicn.
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Though house after house contains State workers busy at their desks,

mexxyigepesc the neighborhood remains in many ways as it was a hundred
RSP

years or so ago, with splendld examples of Victérain, It&am Renaisance, and

%&&Mvﬁﬁw
Greek Revivalﬁranalnnng « Visitors to 8tate offices located in the

ook buildings can conduct their bus:.ness whlle B et
TIS L 2V ey 4
noting the enommous aftention to detail wheuxrmalhe see or can afford today,

including elaborate hand-cratfed staircasesg made of the finest woods,

Vtalnedglass windows,
ﬁ' fireplaces in marble and granite, intricate cornice mouldings, hardwood floors,

* attractive foyers,
A and even in same case@cry‘stal chandaliers and aiX¥=x wall sconces .

What a nice break from commercial carpet , im#r sterile off-white

>

wall board, xm# institualional halls and /’ single pane windows.

Though sxzEREEes economy should not ala#rs be the bottom line in
considering adaptive reuses, I venture that space provided in the
Bloubt Street area. came @f’ a lower RyzEmEcs-padxwecsx price than that in

new buildings on the State Mall,



Let me point out one project which I k€ visited recently where I think
preservation was a mistake . ¥masx Marpers Feery, the scene of the
historic raid of abolitionist John Brown, is nestled in the Appalachian
mountains just gshort drive from Nashington., Tt is a charming little
village and the‘ Hationad Park Service some years ago s went in, acquired
muagch of the business section of the town,zw¥%x restored and preservyed
7iyane cotdmnid Cts) i . PRy ,?-M«ﬁ»-ax.’f:? D~ .J‘”*féf -
many of the shops. éFowever, they failed fo capture the feeling of thés
gxiEiex. bustling mkmkxx nineteenth centurg town and aside from an
assortment of zsamwemexx souvenir mmmkex shops and hot deg stands, there
is little life in the place. Bepeatedly I heard people on the sidwalk

say, "Boy , is this place dead."

In my opinion, if the Park Service lacks the resources or ability to

make history come alive in the empty shops they have restored, they should
tiirn to adaptive reuses. P e0p1e who il_ﬁ! travelled some distances to
Harpers Ferry fe].I j:eated at what they found.{f_cli‘cg:t believe

anyone would ever feel cheat ed at having come to Hope , though,

and for this reason I encoua'age you again tq share what you have

here with otherse. 7
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The time for preservation has not passeds We are Jaedhe period whem/

adaptive reuse is the only way open P AZ».,&, zg '47
‘?’mma{. T de dewdt e ldd "Jﬁ‘m;,_ ey { Lo ;m&eumww,a%wéimm

\shouldwﬁ
Selecte%, significant sites such as Mope still mi: be sought out,

Teekuxminx restored and preserved, Today, as never before in my opinion,

. f 4&(
there impdmes are both thei&sorces and the energy available to do so-

/

Aahd the people of our-State-and-region-are-hungrey -for new insights =

~hese -
inte-bhe--past-which. Ekxxx projects-prewides State and federdl governments
are willing wreffwrrimmiociaec: and at last able,to offer techmical

J

advice and assistance as well as grants without seizing or destroying
local initiative, And as you Mmzxsximms Friends of Xope know , m=e
many private foundations have been generous in their support ximmxsg

also.

The people of our State and %3tion ez are hungrey for ingights

have come to understand

into the past. I sEmssdizmmsredkiis
this fact even more since being selected to serve on the Board of
Regents of the Smithsonian some months ago. More than ten million people
a year come Hmsmwsxx to the Space museun in Wesgime in Washington each
year and other facilities of the Smithsonian are experiencing
unpresedented visitaion. There is a popular interest in history and

culture and research as we have never seen before and the promise for
f*ﬁ
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the future is unparalleled. ‘,ﬁg,w f Ak, jﬂﬁm JELTERIE I - a’
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i spark ,
W~ see that the xmmex has been struck . P eople are eager to experience

something of the past and we should reach out to them,

As aRegent of the Smithsonian I intend to encourge its cuteeach mrmgam
it
progralﬁg and ¥ already hawe-many. I encourage you to do the same here.

ferhaps there are volunteers in the colmmunity who can take the story

activities .
of Mope and the xﬂgﬁ Which malle this plantation wcaewbroisy

s0 a11ve in another century into the public schodls and make it come

alive a?&nufor the children of this century .-

T ~@%§3§—£

There :st"h“’ can done w:.thcv:.cgroups, senior citisens,
and public libraries to "use" the past to teach and whet the pasige
appetite for further researeh and understanding. Small portable ex:‘nibits
;-;ight be a possibility for outreach, =ckecmre enticing persoms to

come to Mope itself to tour the imiikimwpammbrx house and grounds.

But who am I to be making suggestions? You have done a great job

thus far and you have been untiring. I commend you for the work you have
done and invite you again to call on me or my staff whenver you think
we might be of assistance to youe I extend a further invitation to you
to come up and tour the facilities of the Smithsonian , which I am sire
st be of interest to most of you, and we will assure you of very
special treatment and an interesting day there. And I would be delighted

to have you come by to see use.



