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INTRODUCTION - BENJAMIN R. CIVILETTI 

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY GE�IERAL 

THIS EVENING WE ARE FORTUNATE TO HAVE AS OUR SPEAKER 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES, I THINK THAT 

MOST OF US ARE AWARE OF MR, C!VILETTI'S BACKGROUND, 

OF HIS UNDERGRADUATE DAYS AT THE JOHNS 40PKINS 

UNIVERSITY WHERE HE WAS NOT ONLY AN OUTSTANDING STUDENT BUT 

AN EXCELLENT ATHLETE AS WELL, 

THAT HE TOOK HIS LAW DEGREE FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF 

MARYLAND, 

THAT HE WAS AN ASSISTANT UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, 

THAT HE WAS IN PRIVATE PRACTICE WITH THE FIRM OF 

VENABLE, BAETJOR (PRONOUNCED BATER), AND HOWARD IN BALTIMORE, 

AND THAT HE IS THE 73RD ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED 

STATES, 
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ACTUALLY, THE TRANSITION WAS NOT SO ABRUPT, FOR 

MR, CIVILETTI WENT TO THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT IN MARCH OF 1977 

AS AN ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL IN CHARGE OF THE CRIMINAL 

DIVISION AND PROGRESSED TO THE POST OF DEPUTY ATTORNEY 

GENERAL BEFORE ARRIVING AT HIS PRESENT POST, 

INSTEAD OF DWELLING UPON HIS CAREER, I WOULD LIKE TO 

POINT OUT SOME OF THE SIGNIFICANCE OF TRIS MAN'S WORK, l 

THINK THAT MR, CIVILETTI's INTEREST IN CIVIL RIGHTS, THE 

ENVIRONMENT, AND THE PROTECTION OF THE PRIVACY OF CITIZENS 

IS WELL KNOWN TO YOU, Bur, I HAVE BEEN DOING SOME SECOND STORY 

INVESTfGATING OF MY OWN AND HAVE FOUND SOME LEAKS IN HIS 

( OFFICE, 

FROM MY SOURCES, l HAVE CONCLUDED THAT THE ATTORNEY 

GENERAL IS A LAWYER'S LAWYER, FOR EXAMPLE, HIS STAFF MEETINGS 

ARE BUSINESSLIKE, As ONE PERSON NOTED, THESE MEETINGS ARE 

MORE LIKE PREPARATIONS FOR TRIAL THAN DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE 

DAY'S WORK, 

THIS OBSESSION FOR NO NONSENSE IS IMPRESSIVE, AND J THINK 

THAT WE ALL RESPECT LEADERS WHO SHOW SUCH DISCIPLINE, AND 

DISCIPLINE IS THE WORD THAT CAME ACROSS FROM MY SOURCES, 
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UNDER MR, C!VILETTI, THE JuSTl�E DEPARTMENT HAS 

INSTITUTED GUIDELINES THAT ENSURE THAT PROCEDURE IS 

CONSISTENT, JUSTICE SHOULD BE EVENHANDED, AND THESE GUIDELINES 

ARE A SIGNIFICANT STEP IN THIS DIRECTION, 

THERE IS NOW A DOCUMENT, PRINCIPLES OF FEDERAL PROSECUTION, 

THAT DETAILS WHAT CAN AND CANNOT BE DONE IN CRIMINAL 

PROSECUTIONS, 

ANOTHER REPORT ESTABLISHES NATIONAL PRIORITIES ON WHITE 

COLLAR CRIME, THIS REPORT DEFINES WHITE COLLAR CRIME AND 

INDICATES THOSE CRIMES THAT SHOULD BE PROSECUTED, 

THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT ALSO ISSUED OPEN TRIAL GUIDELINES 

THAT INSIST THAT IN ALL BUT THE MOST SECRET OR SENSITIVE 

MATTERS, TRIALS SHOULD BE OPEN, 

FROM THESE OBSERVATIONS, IT IS OBVIOUS THAT MR, C!VILETTI 

IS A MAN WHO BELIEVES THAT JUSTICE IS NOT A RANDOM OR CHANCE 

THING, INSTEAD OF HIT OR MISS PROSECUTIONS OR PROCEDURE, THE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL IS SETTING UP GUIDELINES TO ENSURE THAT 

LEGAL MATTERS PROCEED IN AN ORDERLY MANNER, 

! DO NOT WANT THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THESE STRUCTURAL 

CHANGES TO BE LOST UPON YOU, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL IS A SCHOLAR 

) 
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OF THE LAW, Hrs WORK AT MANY LEVELS BOTH PRIVATE AND 

PUBLIC HAVE TAUGHT HIM THE NECESSITY OF HAVING CONSISTENT 

RULES, BY WRITING GUIDELINES, THE 4TTORNEY GENERAL IS 

UPHOLDING THE TRADITIONAL VALUES OF THE LAW, FOR WE BELIEVE 

IN ORDERLY PROCEDURE AND IN WRITTEN RULES, 

MR, CrvILETTI HAS TAKEN CONCEPTS THAT WE USE IN OUR 

PRIVATE PRACTICES AND SUPERIMPOSED THEM UPON A VAST BUREAUCRACY, 

I THINK THAT WE WHO HAVE WORKED IN LARGE OR SMALL FIRMS CAN 

REALIZE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF HIS ACCOMPLISHMENT, 

DESPITE THE FACT THAT HE WORKS IN A RATHER LARGE FIRM, 

HE NEVERTHELESS BELIEVES IN QUALITY RATHER THAN QUANTITY, 

AND I THINK THAT YOU WILL ENJOY HEARING FROM HIM ABOUT HIS 

IDEAS, 


