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ON BEING CONCERNED WITH GOVERNMENT 

AND THE WORLD AROUND YOU 

I AM PLEASED TO BE HERE WITH YOU AT THIS NATIONAL HONOR 

SOCIETY INDUCTION THIS MORNING, 

THIS CEREMONY TODAY IS IN HONOR OF A FEW OF YOU, THOSE 

OF YOU WHO HAVE PERFORMED ESPECIALLY WELL IN SCHOOL AND IN YOUR 

COMMUNITY, Ir IS A GREAT AWARD, ONE TO BE PROUD OF, Bur 

THE REMARKS I AM GOING TO MAKE ARE DIRECTED AT ALL OF YOU, 

FOR YOU ARE ALL IMPORTANT IN MY EYES, AND IN THE EYES OF THE 

WORLD AROUND YOU, 

As YOU ARE IMPORTANT TO THE SOCIETY, SOCIETY AND THE 

WORLD YOU LIVE IN MUST BE IMPORTANT TO YOU, FOR YOUR OWN 

INTERESTS, AS WELL AS THOSE OF YOUR LOVED ONES AND NEIGHBORS, 

YOU MUST LEARN AND BE INFORMED ABOUT YOUR COMMUNITY, OUR 

COUNTRY, AND EVENTS ABROAD, ABOUT HOW THINGS ARE AND WHY 

THEY ARE THAT WAY, IN SHORT, YOU MUST GET A GOOD EDUCATION, 



AMERICANS HAVE ALWAYS UNDERSTOOD HOW FUNDAMENTALLY 

IMPORTANT EDUCATION IS TO US, AND TO OUR SPIRIT AS A NATION, 

IN 1835, WHEN ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE (TOKE-VILLE) PUBLISHED 

HIS FAMOUS BOOK, DEMOCRACY Ill AMERICA, HE WROTE: 

"THEY (THE AMERICANS) HAVE ALL A LIVELY 

FAITH IN THE PERFECTABILITY OF MAN, THEY JUDGE 

THAT THE DIFFUSION OF KNOWLEDGE MUST NECESSARILY 

BE ADVANTAGEOUS, AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF IGNORANCE 
,, 

FATAL, , , , , ·  

CERTAINLY, THAT QUOTE REFLECTS MY VIEWS, AND, SINCE 

IT MAY ENCOURAGE YOU TO WORK A LITTLE HARDER, I WANT TO 

POINT OUT THATA GOOD EDUCATION HAS SEVERAL, REAL, TANGIBLE 

r BENEFITS, SOME OF THESE MAY SEEM A LITTLE FAR OFF TO YOU, 

BUT THEY REALLY ARE NOT - IN A VERY FEW YEARS, ALL OF YOU 

WILL BE INDEPENDENT, SELF-SUPPORTING ADULTS, 

ONE MAJOR BENEFIT FROM EDUCATION IS THAT IT PROVIDES 

ECONOMIC SECURITY, ONE READS, FROM TIME TO TIME, ABOUT HOW 

MUCH A HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE EDUCATION IS WORTH IN DOLLARS AND 

CENTS, IT IS POSSIBLE TO PUT THAT KIND OF VALUE ON AN EDUCA

TION ALTHOUGHT THAT IS ONLY PART OF IT, To BECOME A DOCTOR 

OR A LAWYER, OR A PLUMBER, OR A TRUCK DRIVER, ONE HAS TO 

LEARN AND DEVELOP SOME SKILLS, FURTHER, AS YOU LEARN MORE 
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AND DEVELOP MORE SKILLS, YOU WILL FIND THAT YOU GET BETTER 

JOBS AND HIGHER PAY, AND THERE IS NO REASON FOR ME TO 

EXPLAIN HOW THIS HELPS YOU, 

EDUCATION IS ALSO THE KEY TO THE SURVIVAL OF OUR 

CIVILIZATION, AND, THEREFORE, TO YOUR ABILITY TO LEAD A DECENT, 

HEALTHY LIFE, INSIDE THE TEACHER'S PIECE OF CHALK, IS THE 

ABILITY TO BUILD A HOME, OR ERECT AN OFFICE BUILDING, IN IT 

IS THE SKILL OF THE SURGEON, AND THE WISDOM OF THE 

COUNSELOR OR MINISTER WHO CAN HELP A TROUBLED MIND FIND PEACE, 

IN IT OUR VALUES, OUR DEFENSE, TECHNOLOGY, SHELTER, AND LAWS 

HAVE THEIR BEGINNING, EDUCATION MEANS SOMETHING AS COMMON

PLACE AS LEAVING A CAR TO BE FIXED BY SOMEONE WHO CAN READ 

A MANUFACTURER'S INFORMATION ABOUT THE NEW MODELS, IN A 

THOUSAND WAYS, YOUR EDUCATION BENEFITS ALL OF US, 

THAT SAME EDUCATION HELPS LINK YOU TO YOUR COMMUNITY, 

WE ARE A PEOPLE WHO HAVE LIVED FOR 200 YEARS BY CERTAIN 

PRINCIPLES OF SELF-GOVERNMENT, WE HAVE LIVED, FOR MUCH LONGER 

THAN THAT, BY CERTAIN VALUES AND IDEALS, ALL OF WHICH BIND US 

TOGETHER, RECOURSE TO COMMON PRINCIPLES AND TESTED VALUES 

STRENGTHEN THOSE BONDS, WHICH HELP EACH OF US TO SUPPORT 

OURSELVES AS INDIVIDUALS, IT IS DISTINCTLY HUMAN TO SHARE 

IN TRADITIONS WHICH LAST LONGER THAN OUR OWN LIFETIMES, AND 
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TO BE SUSTAINED BY THEM, 

IT IS YOUR GENERATION WHICH IS GOING TO LEAD US INTO 

THE NEXT CENTURY, NOW LESS THAN TWENTY YEARS AWAY, To PLAY 

ANY PART IN THIS AT ALL, WHETHER IT IS TO BE ECONOMICALLY 

PRODUCTIVE BY HOLDING A JOB, TO BE A COMMUNITY LEADER, TO 

EVEN TALK TO OTHERS, YOU HAVE TO BE ABLE TO READ AND TO 

WRITE, TO ADD AND TO SUBTRACT AND TO HAVE SOME UNDERSTANDING 

ABOUT EVENTS, 

IF YOU ARE GOING TO KEEP YOUR OWN FREEDOMS ALIVE, YOU 

WILL HAVE TO HAVE THIS EDUCATION, THAT THIS IS THE MOST 

DEMOCRATIC AND FREE COUNTRY IN THE WORLD IS INTIMATELY RELATED 

TO THE FACT THAT IT IS THE BEST EDUCATED, 

THE MESSAGE OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, THE 

REVOLUTIONARY WAR AND THE CONSTITUTION IS THIS: "\'IE, THE 

PEOPLE, TAKE UPON OURSELVES COMPLETE RESPONSIBILITY FOR OUR 

OWN GOVERNMENT AND OUR OWN WELL-BEING," Two HUNDRED YEARS 

AGO, THIS TRULY WAS A REVOLUTIONARY THOUGHT, AND OUTSIDE THE 

UNITED STATES FEW PEOPLE THOUGHT IT WAS POSSIBLE, THE 

DOUBTERS ASKED: "WHERE WILL THE PEOPLE GET THE KNOWLEDGE OF 

EVENTS, THE WISDOM OF STATE, EVEN THE MERE INFORMATION THEY 

WILL NEED TO ACT IN THEIR OWN BEHALF?" 
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THE ANSWER CAME FROM THE GREEK PHILOSOPHER ARISTOTLES, 

ONE OF THE GREAT FIGURES IN THE WORLD'S FIRST EXPERIMENT 

WITH DEMOCRACY, WHO WROTE: "ALL WHO HAVE MEDITATED ON 

THE ART OF GOVERNING MANKIND HAVE BEEN CONVINCED THAT THE 

FATE OF EMPIRES DEPENDS UPON THE EDUCATION OF YOUTH," 

THIS WAS ELABORATED UPON BY ONE OF OUR GREAT AMERICANS, 

THOMAS JEFFERSON, WHO SAID THAT WHEN THE PEOPLE ARE EXERCIS

ING POWER UNWISELY, THE SOLUTION ",, ,IS NOT TO REMOVE THE 

POWER FROM THE PEOPLE, BUT RATHER TO EDUCATE THE PEOPLE 

SO THEY MIGHT GOVERN WISELY," 

AND THAT IS THE FOUNDATION FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF 

EDUCATION IN AMERICA, Do NOT TAKE THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS WHICH 

EDUCATE EVERY CHILD FOR GRANTED, PUBLIC SCHOOLS DID NOT 

EXIST WHEN THIS COUNTRY WAS FOUNDED; IN FACT, THEY ONLY 

STARTED TO APPEAR 140 YEARS AGO, EVEN YOUR GRANDPARENTS' 

GENERATION COULD NOT TAKE SCHOOLING FOR GRANTED, AND MANY 

HAD LITTLE CHANCE TO GET AN EDUCATION, YET TODAY, EVEN 

THOUGH EDUCATION IS NOT MENTIONED IN OUR CONSTITUTION, BY 

OUR ACTIONS WE HAVE MADE THE OPPORTUNITY TO GET AN EDUCATION 

A RIGHT FOR ALL AMERICANS, 

THAT EVERY CHILD SHOULD RECEIVE A FREE EDUCATION THROUGH 

AT LEAST HIGH SCHOOL HAS BEEN A GOAL OF AMERICANS FOR MANY 

-5-



YEARS, BUT IT IS ONLY IN THE LAST COUPLE OF GENERATIONS, THE 

LAST FIFTY YEARS, THAT THIS HAS ACTUALLY BEEN REALIZED, AND, 

IT IS A GOAL THAT ONLY THE UNITED STATES HAS ACTIVELY PURSURED 

AND REALIZED, EVEN IN MOST WESTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES, MOST 

CHILDREN ARE ONLY GUARANTEED AN EDUCATION THROUGH THE EIGHTH 

GRADE, AND ONLY ABOUT A QUARTER OF THEM GET TO GO TO COLLEGE, 

IN NON-DEMOCRATIC COUNTRIES, THE MAJORITY OF PEOPLE ARE 

UNEDUCATED, IGNORANT, SOMETIMES SIM?LY BECAUSE OF POVERTY 

AND SLOWER DEVELOPMENT OR, AS IN THE COMMUNIST COUNTRIES, BY 

DESIGN, fN THE SOVIET UNION, THE YOUNG ARE ONLY TAUGHT 

WHAT THEY NEED TO KNOW IN ORDER TO SERVE THE STATE, AND MOST 

ARE TAUGHT FALSEHOODS AND KEPT IGNORANT OF MANY THINGS SO 

THEY CANNOT THREATEN THE STATE, IT IS THE FAVORED AND LUCKY 

ONES WHO GET THE EDUCATION YOU TAKE FOR GRANTED IN THIS 

COUNTRY, 

EDUCATION NEEDS OUR CONSTANT SUPPORT, UNVALUED, UNSOUGHT, 

UNAPPRECIATED, IT VANISHES, KNOWLEDGE HAS NO LIFE OF ITS 

OWN, IT DOES NOT WAIT, LIKE A VALUABLE MINERAL IN THE EARTH, 

SIMPLY TO BE DISCOVERED AND MINED, IT DOES NOT LIE STILL, 

LIKE WATER, TO QUENCH THE THIRST OF A CASUAL WANDERER, 

IF THE KNOWLEDGE THAT HAS BEEN WON WITH SUCH GREAT 

EFFORT IS NEGLECTED, IT WILL BE GONE, AND ALL OF US SUFFER, 
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OF ALL THE THINGS THAT MY GENERATION LEAVES TO YOURS, 

THE EDUCATION WE PROVIDE YOU WITH WILL BE THE MOST 

VALUABLE, AND IT IS SOMETHING YOU MUST TAKE ADVANTAGE 

OF, FOR YOURSELF, AND FOR YOUR CHILDREN IN THE FUTURE, 

############### 


