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In an afternoon newsnaner in Atlanta, The 2tlanta

Journal, there anneared yesterday a story on the front page
carrying a banner headline in large bold, black tyve:
TALMADGE DIVERTED MILII FUNDS TO MORCAN. The headline
clearly by imnlication and inference, was meant to lead

the nublic to believe that in some wav Senator Talmadge had
surreptitiously and in a sinster manner diverted illecgal

funds to me.

The headline with its innuendos, inferences and
implications is false, untrue and without any foundation
in fact. The story itself, is not accurate and does not
suppwort the headline and I can only conclude that its
writer knew of its falsity at the time it was written, or
certainly demonstrated a reckless disregard for truthfulness
and accuracy — an act unbecomina and unwarranted bv a memher
of the press that enjoys a cloak of protection by the First

Amendment.

I have read the story carefully and nowhere in
the story is such a headline justified ané nowhere in the
story does it ampesar that Senator Talmadae ever delivered

or even knew of any nolitical contrikbutions to mv 1274

nolitical campaign by anyone.



The story guotes an unnamed source that Mr.

Minchew received a2 call from a "Morgan campaicgn staffer”

a
asking for hel» in cetting/contribution from one of the milk
funds. The "lMorgan camwaign aide" was unnamed and acain the
source for the story is unnamed. Mo such call was made with
my knowledge and neither I nor anyone ever associated with

iy campaiagn that I can find, made or knows of any such call.

The statement is in my considered opinion a nmnure fabrication.

The last sentence of the story, which incidentally
appears on a page different from the headline, contradicts

the headline when it says that the records of the Swecial

Political Agricultural Community EZducation fund indicates

that "pursuant to a recuest from a Morth Carolina dairy
farmer a lecal contribution was made to the Morcan cammaion

fund.

A campaign contribution was made after my election
in Wovember 1974 through the efforts of manv dairy farmers
in my campaicgn who had actively supported me throuchout the
democratic o»rimary and the general election, and not %throuch

any efforts of Senator Talmadge or Mr. Minchew.

The allerations of Mr. Minchew wers mades 0 the

Tthics Committee last vear and the matter was discussed

n

nd in full. The =story was offarcd to a number of
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other news media at the time, but none to mvy inowleadce

accented or used it.
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7o s2t the record straight, I ran for the

193]

nocratic noriination for the United Statas 2enate in Jorth

Carolina in the May orimarvy of 1974, ith the heln of

Y

thousands of relatiwvely small contriktutors, the names of

winom are on file, I won the »nrimary election. ‘e then
contacted Mr. “ordv Tioffman, the carrmaign director of the
Denmocratic Senatorial Committee. e soucht his advice and
racomnendations and amon¢ the advice soucht was the names
of Denocratic 3enators who micht he willing to apvear at

fund raisers for me in Yorth Carolina.

It was agreed that since I had known and worked
for Senator Humphrey and Senator Jackson, I should ask them.
Cenator Lloyd Bentsen, the Chairman of the Senatorial
Cammaian Committes and a prosnective candidate for President,

had many friends in the Charlotte area and so we acrzed to

Senator Rokert Ryrd, nersonally unknown to me at
the time, 1s a native North Carolinian and beloved kv all
there — esnecially in the mountains — and he was asked to

go to Asheville.

Senator Adlai Stevenson's father was a great
favorite of lorth Carolina democrats and his aunt, Buffie
Ives, still livas there, so we agreed to ask him. Senator

Tuddleston, Chairman of a subcommittee dealing with tobacco



was asked to come to the Raleigh area and it was sugcested
that the Chairman of the Agriculture Comnittee, Senator
Talmadge, should be asked to ¢o into the rural Zast. 2ll

were asked and qraciously accented.

My invitation to Senator Talmadge was extended by
my campaien manager, Charles inberry, and myself. %e went
into Senator Talmadge's office late one afternoon and were
told to come back real early the next morning. Very early
the next morning we went to his office and for the first
time in my life I met Senator Herman Talmadce. He graciously
agreed to come and told us to make arrancgements with his
annointments secretary. I have no independent recollection

who the nerson was or even if the person was a man or woman.

During the conversation he mentioned that if we
did not raise enouch money for the fall cammaign bv our
dinners that he might be able to find some agricultural PAC
money. I told him that I thought I could get along without

it.

Later during the cammaign, he flew into Greenville,
ilorth Carolina, arriving at the Moose Lodge shortlv before
me. "fe had dinner, he snmoke and he left. That is all the

carpaigning he did for me then or since.



Ie has since hecome a friend of mine like I
helieve every other member of the United States Senate has,
but to imply that a "longtime friend" with some sinister
or evil motive diverted milk funds to me or camvaigned
for me as a "lonagtime friend" does a discredit to the
Senator, to me, this Committee and reflects unfavorablv on

the nersons resvonsible for the opuklication of such articles.

Again, to set the record straicht, a dairy farmer
from Morth Carolina personally contributed to my campaian
durinag the year and when it was known that I had a deficit
after the election, ‘he came to me and offered heln. -
told me there were about four or five hundred dairy farmers
in Morth Carolina and that many had contributed to a molitical

action committee and thev were willing to heln.

Through these dairy farmers a contrikution was
made by the Special Acricultural Community Zducation fund;
it was prooerly revorted and appears as a matter of record.
I repmeat acgain, that even the news article incdicates that
the contribution was mace at the recuest of a iTorth Carolina

dairv farmer.

2 free press is absolutely essential for a
democratic societv such as ours to survive and I sunnort
the right even when it is exercised hy a few in a reckless

and irresponsible manner.



As a lawver, I xnew when I offered nvself for
nublic office that I ecane in effect fair came for the

media, resrmonsible and irreswonsihle alike.

T Imnew that the Sunreme Court has held on
numerous times that where the criticism is of n»nublic

officials and their conduct of vpukzlic kusiness, the interest

in wrivate renutation is overhorne bv the laraer nublic
interest, secured bv the First Amendment, in the dissemination

<

of news.

I knew that even when the rernorting is false,
the great princinles of expression in the area of criticism
of official conduct of public officials nreclude attachine
adverse consecuances to anv excent where malice can ke shovm.
I subscribe to the nrincinle and accen»t it realizing¢ that
malice is a state of mind which often is difficult to nrove
and sometimes gives to the unscrunulous a license to ahuse.
T fear the »nublic does not understand the annlication of

115 wrinciple to vublic officials and thus often interprets
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t
lack of lecal action as an adnission. This is a risk we

take.

At th2 same time I have the constitutional richt

(o)

o eunress nv owinion and I have taken this onmortunity to

GO 80,



¥r, Chairman, I am a friend of Zenator Talmadge
as I have been of every othar Senator whose actions havea
zeen called before this Committee. I intend in this matter

to do justice as fairly and imnartially as my abilities

erstanding will nermit, as I have tried to do in

(s

and un
every other case. I will not let intimations, innuendos, or
inferences of hias macde v anyone or anv other outside

force affect mvy judgment, if it is in mv nower to prevent
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