
SPEEOi BY: ROBERT fiDRGAN 

To: STATE EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

WINSTON-SALEM., NoRlH CAROLINA 

DATE: SEPTEM3ER 21, 1974 

REL.EASE: 1:30 P, M, 

IT MJST CERTAINLY IS A GREAT PLEASURE FOR /YE TO CO/YE BACK 

HERE TOJlll.Y AS AN EX-EMPLOYEE OF STATE GoVERNr-ENT AND A r-EM3ER OF YOUR 

ASSOCIATION, 

I FEEL THAT \A/HEN I STAND BEFORE 'THIS ASSOCIATION OF CAREER 

EMPLOYEES THAT I CAN BE COMFORTABLE IN lHE KNOIILEDGE THAT WE SPEAK 'THE 

SAME LANGUA.GE BECAUSE WE HAVE BEEN lliROUGl THE MILL TOGE'THER, 

SHORTLY AFTER I WAS ELECTED AS ATTORNEY GENERAL, I JOINED 

YOUR ORGANIZATION AND IT HAS BEEN MY PRIVILEGE TO ATTEND YOUR /YEETINGS 

DURING THE PAST SIX YEARS, 

I FEEL I KNOW YOUR CONCERNS, YOUR PROBLEMS AND YOUR AM3ITIONS, 

You AND I KNOii, BECAUSE WE HAVE BEEN lHERE, w-lAT IT TAKES TO 

Mil.KE STATE GOVERNMENT FLNCTION PROPERLY, 

\1/E KNOM THE VALUE OF EXPERIENCE AND HOW IT HELPS GOVERNMENT TO 

WORK SMJOlliLY, 

AND WE HAVE SEEN FIRST HAND WHAT CAN HAPPEN w-lEN INEXPERIENCED 

PEOPLE ARE PLACED IN POSITIONS OF HIGH RESPONSIBILITY WI'THOUT THE PREVIOI.S 

TRAINING THEY NEED TO EQUIP THEM TO 00 THE JOB AND 00 IT PROPERLY, 
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As A CANDIDATE FOR THE UNITED STATES SENATE, I BRING 24 

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN GOVERN/>ENT AS A Qllll.LIFICATION FOR THE OFFICE, 

STARTING AS A SUPERIOR CoLRT Cl.ERK IN Mi HOME COLNlY w-iEN I 

WAS JUST OUT OF LAW SCHOOL, I THEN MlVED TO THE STATE SENATE WHERE I 

SERVED FOR FIVE TERMS AND WAS ELECTED BY Mi FELLCM SENATORS AS 

PRESIDENT PRo TEM OF THAT BODY, 

IN 1968, I WAS ELECTED ATTORNEY GENERAL AND BECAM:, LIKE YOU, 

A FULL TIME STATE EMPLOYEE AND STAYED IN THAT CATEGORY LNTIL l 

RESIGNED IN AUGUST OF THIS YEAR, 

MOST OF YOU KNOW ME AND KNa,./ SOMETHING OF Mi SERVICE AND I 

m PERFECTLY CONTENT THAT YOU JLIDGE ME ON Mi RECORD, J WILL BE 

CONTENT WITH YOUR VERDICT, DECIDED ON THAT BASIS, 

You KNa,./ WE ARE LIVING IN LNEASY TIJl'ES, 

TRAVELLING .ABOUT THE STATE DURING THE PRII-AARY CA/l'PAIGN -- AND 

I WAS IN ALL OF OUR 100 COLNTIES -- I FOLND THE PEOPLE TROlBLED BY THE 

INFLATION THAT IS CAUSING OUR DOLLARS TO BUY LESS AND LESS AT THE 

GROCERY, THE CLOTHING STORE AND THE GASOLINE STATION, 

AND I ALSO FOLND THEM SKEPTICAL ABOUT THEIR NATIONAL OOVERNMENT 

AND THE INTEGRITY OF THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN TELLING THEM THAT THINGS 

ARE ALL RIGHT AND THE CORNER UP /IHEAD WILL BRING BETTER TIMES WHEN WE 

TURN IT, 
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THEY DJN, T BEU EVE PNY ROSY PROMISES I THEY FEEL THEIR TRUST 

HAS BEEN ABUSED IN THE PAST PND THEY QUESTION STATEJl'ENTS AND PROMISES 

WIDE ABOUT THE FUTURE, 

! FOi.ND THAT THEY HAVE A DEEP DESIRE TO BELIEVE IN THE 

INTEGRITY OF THE PEOPLE THEY ELECT TO OFFICE AND WPNT IN THE WORST WAY 

TO ELECT SOJl'EONE lliEY CAN TRUST, 

! OFFER MY RECORD IN Pl.BLIC LIFE AS TO MY INTEGRITY AND 

MY PAST PERFORM!I.NCE AS TO MY KEEPING ANY PROMISES AND PLEDGES! Mil.KE, 

THE NUM3ER ONE THING TROLBLING THE PEOPLE IS MJNEY, 

THEY GO TO THE SUPERMO.RKET OR THE CORNER GROCERY AND THEY 

FIND lliAT lliEIR FOOD BUDGET MJNEY WILL BUY LESS THIS WEEK THPN IT DID 

LAST WEEK, fv-ID THEY KNOW NEXT WEEK IS GOING TO BE EVEN WORSE, 

THEY PARKED THEIR CAR IN LONG GASOLINE LINES LAST WINTER 

TRYING TO GET ENOUGH (ill.S TO OPERATE THEIR AUTOfvOBILES, TAKING v.HAT THE 

GAS COMPANIES COULD GIVE lliEM AT 55 TO 60 CENTS A (ill.LLON, 

THEY HAD A FEELING SOJl'EBODY HAD LET THEM IOIN AND lliEY WERE 

PRETTY SURE IT WAS THEIR GOVERNMENT, WHOSE LEADERS HAD RESISTED CALLING 

THE SITUATION A "CRISIS" AND KEPT INSISTING IT WAS JUST A "PROBLEM'' 

LNTIL THE (ill.$ GOT SO LOW lliERE WASN' T ENOUGH TO GO AROLND, 

AND BESIDES HAVING lliE FEELING THAT THEIR GOVERNJl'ENT HAD LET 

THEM IOIN, THEY WERE DEAD SURE THAT lliEY WERE BEING RIPPED OFF AS THE 

BIG OIL COMPANIES RAISED THE PRICE AT THE GAS PUMP AND THEN REPORTED 

SWOLLEN PROFITS IN THE WALL STREET JOURNAL, 
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THEY HAD -- AND STILL HAVE - A FEELING THAT lHE NATIOOAL 

eJVERNM:NT HAS BEEN GEARED TO ACCOMIDATE lHE PRIVILEGED FEW AND IGNORE 

THE NEEDS OF THE ORDINARY CITIZEN, 

THEY READ OF PEOPLE M\KING fvORE lHAN $100,00) A YEAR FROM 

INVESTMENTS v.HO PAY NO INCOME TAX AND lHEY WOODER ABOUT lHE FAIRNESS 

OF OUR SYSTEM OF TAXATIOO, 

As A M\TTER OF FACT IT IS YOU AND PEOPLE LIKE YOU \\HO ARE 

BEARING lHE BRUNT OF OUR TAX COLLECTIOOS AND I WANT TO SEE OUR FEDERAL 

INCOME TAX COLLECTED IN A MANNER THAT IS FAIRER AND WHICH DOESN'T PLACE 

fvOST OF lHE STRAIN ON MIDDLE INCOME PEOPLE, 

I'M NOT TALKING JIBOUT RAISING TAXES OR LOWERING TAXES - I'M 

TALKING ABOUT A FAIRER SYSTEM OF COLLECTING TAXES, 

QIJE lHING THAT HAS TO BE DONE AND DONE IMMEDIATELY TO GET US 

BACK ON lHE PAlH OF FISCAL SANITY IS TO BALANCE lHE FEDERAL BUDGET, 

You AND I KNCW THAT IF OUR FAMILIES SPEND fvORE lHAN OUR INCOME, 

YEAR AFTER YEAR, WE'LL END UP IN lHE BANKRUPTCY COURT, YET lHAT IS W-IAT 

OUR FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN DOING FOR lHE PAST 20 YEARS, DURING 16 

OF THOSE YEARS WE HAVE SPENT i"ORE MONEY AT lHE FEDERAL LEVEL THAN WE HAVE 

COLLECTED IN TAXES, 

WE DON'T HAVE THAT PROBLEM IN NoRlH CAROLINA WiERE WE HAVE A 

BALANCED BUDGET EVERY YEAR, THE LEGISLATURE FIGURES HOW MUCH fvONEY WILL BE 

AVAILABLE FURING lHE NEXT TWO YEARS, TRIES TO BUILD IN A SURPLUS IN CASE 

OF SOME UNEXPECTED PROBLEMS, AND KEEPS THE BUDGET WilHIN EXPECTED REVENUES, 
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MAYBE WE SHOULD INVITE THE FEDERAL BUDGET OFFICIALS TO 

VISIT l�OR"TH CAAoLINA AND SEE HOii WE DO IT, 

As A WITTER OF FACT, A!J1)ST EVERYONE Will. AGREE lHAT 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAS GROWN TOO BIG AND IT HAS GOTTEN 'JD THE POINT 

'JD \\HERE IT INTERFERES TOO MUQ-l IN THE EVERYDAY LIFE OF THE INDIVIDUAL, 

I BELIEVE THAT ONE THING WE CAN AND MUST DO IS TO GIVE THE 

STATES /'ORE RESPONSIBILITY IN CARRYING OUT GOVERNMENT FLNCTIONS, 

THE STATES SHOULD GET BACK SOME OF THE POWER THAT HAS BEEN 

SLIPPED FROM THEM DURING THE PAST TWO DECADES, 

ACTION SHOULD BE TAKEN 'JD REDUCE THE EXPANSION OF FEDERAL 

POWERS AND TO INCREASE THE ROLES OF GOVERNMENTS, NAMELY THE STATES, 

l\tt!CH ARE CLOSER TO THE PEOPLE, 

A/'ONG OTHER THINGS, THIS WOULD REDUCE FEDERAL SPENDING W·Ua-1 

IS THE PRINCIPAL CAUSE OF THIS INFLATION MESS IN l\tt!Q-l WE FIND OURSELVES, 

AND IF WE ACCEPT THIS PREMISE THAT FEDERAL POtiERS SHOULD BE 

TRIMMED AND STATE POWERS SHOULD BE INCREASED; AND IF WE ACCEPT THE 

PROPOSITION THAT FEDERAL SPENDING SHOULD BE CUT BACK AND THE EXPANDING 

OF FEDERAL INFLUENCE SHOULD BE HALTED, THEN I CAN Sl.BMIT 'JD YOU THAT I 

AM BEST QUALIFIED TO SERVE YOU IN THE l.JNITED STATES SENATE, 

As I POINTED OUT AT THE BEGINNING OF THIS TALK, Mi' 24 YEARS 

OF SERVICE HAS EXPOSED ME TO LOCAL AND STATE GOVERNMENT AND HAS GIVEN ME 

A THROUGH l.NDERSTANDING OF HOW THESE WORK, ! WOULD BE A DENSE PUPIL 

INDEED IF, AFTER THAT WINY YEARS IN PUBLIC LIFE, I HAD NOT LEARNED I\HAT 

W\KES THESE GOVERNMENTS WORK, 
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MY DUTIES AS CLERK OF SUPERIOR CoURT AND AS Cot.MY ATTORNEY 

CERTAINLY GAVE ME AN INSIDE LOOK AT OOVERNMENT AT THE LOCAL LEVEL AND 

EXPERIENCE WITH DEALING WITH THE PROBLEf'IS OF INDIVIDUAL CITIZENS, 

MY FIVE TERMS IN THE STATE SENATE PROVIDED EXPERIENCE IN THE 

LEGISLATIVE I\ORKINGS OF STATE GOVERNl"ENT AND THE MEOiANICS OF DRAFTING 

LEGISLATION BENEFICIAL TO THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE, 

MY AlYOST SIX YEARS AS ATTORNEY GENERAL GAVE ME EXPERIENCE IN 

THE EXECUTIVE BRANQ-1 OF STATE OOVERNMENT AND AS HEAD OF 11-IE JLSTICE 

DEPARTMENT I SOUGHT TO EXPAND ITS SERVICES TO 11-IE PEOPLE, 

THE CoNSUMER PROTECTION DIVISION WAS ESTABLISHED UNDER MY 

DIRECTION AND I HOPE 11-IE FORCES OF INEXPERIENCE ION
1
T DESTROY l'.I-IAT WE 

DID IN THAT FIELD, 

WHEN I LEFT THE OFFICE, 11-IE STATE BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION WAS 

A FAR STRONGER ORGANIZATION lHAN J FOUND IT IN 1969, AND TODAY THERE IS 

A POLICE !NFORfv\l>.TION NETWORK THAT CONNECTS LAW ENFORCEl"ENT AGENCIES ALL 

OVER THE STATE 11-IAT WAS ESTABLISHED DURING MY TENURE 11-IERE, 

I BELIEVE MY RECORD AS ATTORNEY GENERAL NOT ONLY SHOWS 11-IAT I 

BELIEVE GOVERNMENT CAN BE EFFECIENT BUT 11-IAT IN 11-IE JLSTICE DEPARTMENT 

IT WAS EFFICIENT, 

You WILL RECALL THAT THE PRESENT AJ1",1INISTRATION ASKED A TEAM 

OF BLSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL MEN TO COME TO OOIGH AND SEE IF THEY 

COULD FIND ANY WASTE AND RECOf'IMEND WAYS TO 1¥.KE 11-IE VARIOLS DEPARTMENTS 

M)RE EFFICIENT, 
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IF TiiEY FOL.ND ANYTI-IING "!HAT TiiEY THOUGIT COULD BE DONE 

BETTER IN THE JI.STICE DEPARTJl'fNT, THEY KEPT IT TO THEMSELVES BECAUSE 

IT WAS TiiE ONE DEPARTJl'fNT ff RE TiiEY MIi.DE NO RECOM'-ENDATI ONS TO 

Q-IANGE ANYTI-IING, 

So I COJl'f TO YOU TODAY AS A FORJl'fR EMPLOYEE OF TiiE STATE AND 

AS A FORJl'fR Jl'fM3ER OF TiiIS ORGANIZATION w-1O IS SEEKING TO SERVE YOU ON 

A DIFFERENT LEVEL, 

I COJl'f AS A CANDIDATE FOR THE UNITED STATES SENATE AND AS THE 

DEi"OCRATIC NOMINEE FOR "!HAT POSITION, 

As I SAID AT lHE START, I BELIEVE THE PEOPLE OF TiiE STATE WILL 

BE BEST SERVED BY ELECTING A Ml\N w\-1O HAS HAD GOVERNMENTAL EXPERIENCE AND 

w\-1O WILL NOT HAVE TO GROPE HIS WAY ALONG TO LEARN TI-IE WAYS OF DEALING 

WITii GOVERNJl'fNTAL PROBLEMS, 

Also, I HAVE A VERY DEEP FEELING "!HAT TiiE OFFICE I AM SEEKING 

SHOULD BE BROUGIT CLOSER TO TiiE PEOPLE, AND I Jl'fAN TiiIS LITERALLY, 

IN ORDER TO ACCOMPLISH TiiIS, I WILL, SOON AFTER I TAKE OFFICE, 

ESTABLISH BRANCH OFFICES IN VARIOUS PARTS OF TiiE STATE SO "!HAT CITIZENS 

WiO HAVE PRCBLEMS OR COMPLAINTS OR w\-1O WANT TO COM'llNICATE WITii THEIR 

ELECTED SENATOR WILL BE ABLE TO DO SO AND DO SO PERSONALLY, 

I BELIEVE ESTABLISHING TiiESE OFFICES WILL BE PRODUCTIVE AND 

WILL SERVE TO HELP Jl'f REPRESENT TiiEM BETTER AND TO TAKE PROMPT ACTION IF 

TiiEY HAVE PRCBLEMS "!HAT NEED IM'IEDIATE AND INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION, 
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I HAVE A RECORD FOR PUBLIC SERVICE, AND AS STAiE El'PLOYEES 

YOU ARE FAMILIAR WITH THAT RECORD, 

AGAIN I SAY, I AM WILLING TO ACCEPT YOUR VERDICT IN THIS 

RACE BASED ON 1HAT RECORD, 


