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"WHY I WANT TO BE A UNITED STATES SENATOR" 

l ESPECIALLY APPRECIATE YOUR INVITATION, l HOPE MY REMARKS 

GIVE YOU A GRASP OF THE POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY AND VIE\'IS I WILL CARRY 

TO WASHINGTON -- IF ELECTED TO THE UNITED STATES SENATE, 

ONE OF THE RECURRING DILEMMAS FOR POLITICIANS IN A 

DEMOCRACY WAS ADDRESSED BY EDMUND BURKE IN THE LATE 18TH 

CENTURY, IN HIS FAMOUS "SPEECH TO THE ELECTORS OF BRISTOLS," 



COtlSULTS 

HIS OWN CONSCIENCE \·!HEN LEGISLATitJG FOR THE NATI0�1 AS A \1HOLE 

AND THE REPRESENTATIVE \'/HO FAITHFULLY VOTES THE VIE1'-!S OF HIS 

CONSTITUENCY BACK HOME. 

ANOTHER PROBLEM FOR A CANDIDATE FOR THE SENATE IS HOW 

BEST TO REPRESENT IN t/,t,SHINGTON THE VIE\•/S OF OVER FIVE MILLION . ' 

No·RTH CAROLINIANS \'/HO LIVE IN A'STATE AS BIG AMD DIVERSE AS 

OURS, IT WOULD BE SIMPLE IF EVERYBODY THOUGHT ALIKE, OR IF 

EACH INDIVIDUAL VOTER HAD ONE PREFERENCE ON ONE ISSUE, Bur, 

OF COURSE, PEOPLE HAVE MANY DIFFERENT VIE11S ON MANY DIFFERE,'ff 

1'1ATTERS, .��lD, FRANKLYJ IT .�MAZES ME HOW MANY PEOPLE EXPECT 

A CANDIDATE TO AGP.EE \'/ITH THEM ABOUT EVERYTHING, 

IN THIS CAMPAIGN, 1 \'/ILL NOT PRETEND TO BE AN EXPERT ON 

S I' S Pu�, r EVERY ISSUE BEFORE THE ENATE OF THE JNITED TATES, u 

\'/ILL PRESENT MY VIE\-'!S ON THE MAJOR ISSUES, ?,MD I ASSURE YOU 

THAT I HILL ALWAYS BE EAGER TO LISTEN TO YOURS, 

I \'/ILL EXERCISE MY CONSCIENCE, AS I KNO\� YOU EXPECT ME 

TO, ONE THING I HAVE TRIED TO MAKE CLEAR FROM THE BEGINNING 

IS THAT I \'/ILL NOT GO TO WASHINGTON fo.S THE PRISONER OF ANY 

SPECIAL INTERESTS, OUR APPROACH IN RAISING CAMPAIGN EXPENSES 

IS DESIGNED TO INSURE THIS, 
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lT IS MY FIRM CONVICTIOl1 THAT 1 ,,;r,; CLOSER TO TriE PEOPLE 
" 

r OF i\ORTH vAROLii'lA .A.ND HHAT THEY ARE 

MY PUBLIC CAREER, I BELIEVE THAT I CAN BRING TO WASHINGTON 

A 11BREATH OF FRESH AIR11 THAT COMES FROM BEIN"G CLOSE TO THE 

PEOPLE, AND I MAKE NO APOLOGIES FOR IT, 

I BELIEVE IN A STRONG NATIONAL GOVERNMENT TO PROVIDE 

FOR THE COMMON DEFENSE IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND TO PROMOTE 

THE GENERAL WELFARE AT HOME, GENERALLY, I BELIEVE THAT 

GOVERNMENT SHOULD DO FOR PEOPLE i'/H,11,T THEY CANNOT DO FOR 

THEMSELVES, AND IT SHOULD RELEASE THEM TO DO WHAT THEY CA:J 

DO FOR THEMSELVES, 

STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS SHOULD BE GIVEN THE CH:'l,NCE 

TO SHOW \'/HAT THEY CAf1 DO IN MANY SIGNIFICANT AREAS OF DOM::STIC 

CONCERM, Bur FOR MANY YEARS NOW I HAVE INSISTED THAT "STATES' 

RIGHTS ARE FOR RESPONSIBLE STATES," THROUGHOUT MY TENURE AS 

ATTORNEY GENERAL, \'IE HAVE TRIED TO PROVE THAT EFFECTIVE 

ACTION CAN BE TAKEN AT THE STATE LEVEL, IN SUCH AREAS 

AS LA\'/ ENFORCEMENT AND CONSUMER PROTECTION, VERY OFTEN, OF 

· COURSE, \.'/E HAVE FOUND THAT HELP IS NEEDED FROM THE NATIONAL 

LEVEL, 
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T;-1c CONSTITUTIOf� PLACED 1-\ GREAT DE.l\!... OF PO�•f=R If-i Tr.E 

NATION/�l- GOVCR0H1ENT TH.11iT V/ILL RCMA1N THERE, T;-1� GOOD NEHS 

COMING OUT OF THE CURRENT CALAMiTIES AND SCANDALS IS Tr-Li\T 

THE SYSTEM JS RESPONDitlG IN HEALTHY FASHION, 

Tr/0 KEY IDEAS ARE CENTRAL irl THE REBIRTH OF CotlSTITUTIONAL 

GOVERNM'::NT, THEY ARE ACCO\F1ITAB I I I TY AND INTEGRITY, THEY 

IDENTIFY THE TWIN SOURCES OF THE" RESTRAINT ON AUTHORITY Ori 

WHICH FREEDOM AND JUSTICE DEPEND IN A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY, 

ONE SEI OF RESTRAINTS ARE THOSE \'iHICH MEN IN POWER APPLY TO 

THEMSELVES -- THEIR SENSE OF INTEGRITY, THE OTHER JS THAT 

WHICH THE PUBLIC, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, APPLIES TO THEM -

THEIR SENSE OF ACCOUNTABILITY, 

.� t•lOVEMENT IS UNDER WAY TO STRENGTHEN THE ACCOUNTABILITY 

OF GOVERNMENT, THERE ARE PROPOSALS TO REFORM THE PRESIDENTIAL 

OFFICE; TO INCREASE THE iNDEPENDENCE OF THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT; 

FOR CONGRESS TO RECLAIM SOME OF ITS PREROGATIVES; TO MAKE THE 

BUREAUCRACY MORE SUBJECT TO CONTROL BY THE PEOPLE'S ELECTED 

LEADERSJ AND TO CHANGE OUR CAMPAIGN FINANCE LA\1S, I HAVE 

S POKEN OUT ON SEVERAL OF THESE STRUCTURAL REFORMS IN MY 

C.�MPAIGN, 

THE PROBLEM IS NOT POWER AS SUCH, AS JOHN GARDNER HAS 

REMINDED US, "THE PROBLEM rs POWER THAT CANNOT BE HELD 
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.bn i 1-w ! ; FOR ALL THE It-iPORT.4NCE TH.AT If'JSTITUTIOi:AL REFORM 

IS EXERCISED AND THE PUBLIC INTEREST IS PROTECTED, ., 
ULTIM�TCLY.; 

THE ASSURAtJCE OF HIGH STANDARDS DEPENDS U?O;� THE PEO?LE WHO ASPIRE 

TO AND GAIN PUBLIC OFFICE, 

-1, 1 ,c n .... 

I BELIEVE THAT THE PEOPLE DO NOT CORRUPT THEMSELVES, 

HEALTH OF OUR DENOCRATIC ORDER DEPENDS UPON THE STANDARDS, 

BEL1EFS AND COMPETENCE OF THOSE 1CHOSEN TO LEAD, fT IS UP 

TO THOSE OF US \A/HO ASPIRE TO HIGH OFFICE TO PRACTICE THAT 

SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY OF LEADERS IN A DEMOCRACY -- TO LEVEL 

WITH THE PEOPLE, POLITICS FOR US MUST NEVER BE HALF CONSTRUCTING 

AND IMAGE AND HALF GETTING THE PEOPLE TO BELIEVE IT, THE 

STANDARD OF BOTH PARTIES SHOULD BE THE l'/ORDS OF IHOMAS JEFFERSON 

200 YEARS AGO: "THE WHOU: ART OF GOVERNMENT CONSISTS IN THE 

ART OF BEING HONEST,u 

POLITICAL LEADERS HAVE AN ENORMOUS TASK AHEAD OF THEM, 

OUR POLLS SHOW, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT 87% OF THE PEOPLE IN 

NORTH CAROLHJA BELIEVE THAT A:,JERICA IS HEADED IN THE \'/RONG 

DIRECTIO:�, 

HE MUST OFFER A VISION OF THE FUTURE, YES, Bur, \'IE 

HAVE TO BE IN TUNE WITH THE VISION OF THE GREAT MAJORITY, 
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,�E HAVE TO ADOPTJ IN OTHER :t□RJS; AT EVERY LEVEL A �ODERATE 

AP?RO,L\CH TO SOLY I �lG OUR PROBLEMS THAT DRFJiS ON THE CO/-};�ON 

SEt:SE OF THE P�OP�E A�ID INVITES THEIR TRUST� 

RAISE EXPECTATIONS -- BUT \'IE HAVE TO GET EXCITED ABOUT THE 

ONCE WE HAVE INTRODUCED A RESPONSIBLE TONE INTO OUR 
,:-

POL1TIU\L DIALOGUE, \'IE HAVE TO TALK ABOUT HO\'/ TO GET THIS 

COUNTRY r•,O'IING AGA Pj. FoR l'/E HAVE BEEN STANDING STILL HHlLE 

OUR PROBLEMS GROW IN INTENSITY, 

HERE ARE S0/·1E o:= MY VIH/S ON HHAT HE HAVE TO DO IN SOME 

� AREAS TO PUT US BACK ON THE RIGHT TRACK 1 

CONGRESS NEEDS TO REASSERT ITS PROPER ROLE AS A CO-EQUAL 

BRANCH OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT, THIS IS NOT TO SUGGEST 

THAT }·/E NEED A WEAKER PRESIDENCY, BUT THAT \·IE NEED A STRONGER, 

�ORE RESPONSIBLE Co�,GRESS1 I HAVE SUPPORT�D A NUMB�R OF 

REFOR:"1S, ES PEC IALL Y 3UDGETA.RY REFORM, DES !GNED TO ACHIEVE TH IS 

GOAL, A STRONGER LEGISLATIVE BRANCH, LET ME ADD, WOULD HELP 

TO CHECK THE EXCESSES OF A BUREAUCRACY THAT M:;!<ES RULES 

APPEARING IN THE Fca�RAI REGISTER -- WHICH HAVE THE FORCE OF 

\/E NEED TO REFORM OUR TAX STRUCTURE TO ELif1IN.1\TE GROSS 

Ir�EQUIT!ES THAT A�L0�1 SOf�E CITIZE�]S TO ESCAPE PAYirJG ANY 
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TAXES AtlD Er;coURAG� SOME CORPORATIONS NOT TO INVEST I�J THEIR 

COUNTRY, J HAVE PROPOSED THAT CONGRESS REGULAR'.... Y PE\II :=i"1 Q'.J? 

TA;( STf\UCTURE SO�lETHirIG THAT IS NOT DO�lE AT PRESENT -- TO 

COU�JTRY, CONFIDEtlCE OF THE PEOPLE IN 

OUR SYSTEM OF TAXATION, 

FURTHER, 1 HAVE ADVOCATED !:LIMINATING THE FOREIGN INVEST

MENT TAX CREDIT THAT ALLO�!S OIL COMPANIES TO DEDUCT ROYALTIES 

P.4ID TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES FROM THE IHCOME THEY DECLARE FOR 

TAX PURPOSES IN THE UNITED STATES, IF \'IE PROVIDE TAX 

INCENTIVES FOR EXPLORATION, THEY OUGHT TO BE STRUCTURED TO 

ENCOURAGE OIL EXPLORATION HERE AT HOME, 

iM MY VIE\1, NEITHER CONGRESS NOR THE P,D!•1INISTRATION ACTED 

WITH SUFFICIENT FORESIGHT ON THE ENERGY PROBLEM, IN THE 

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT, riE HAYE BEEN ALERT TO THE E/iERGY SHORTAGE 

FOR SOME TIME, foR EXAl·iPLE, LAST JUNE, I TESTIFIED BEFORE 

THE UNITED STATES SENATE SUBCOM:·1ITTEE ON ,½NTITRUST AND MONOPOLY, 

AT THAT TIME, I PRESENTED FACTS 011 THE IMPACT OF THE E,JERGY 

SHORTAGE ON THE PROPLE OF 1lORTH CAROLINA -- FACTS THAT HAD 

BEEN DEVELOPED OVER A PERIOD OF FOUR YEARS OF LITIGATION 

IN RATE HEARINGS INVOLVING THE INCREASING COSTS Of ENERGY, 
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I NF LAT I ON i S THE OVER�'/:-IELM i NG PROBLEM FAC�D BY THE AVER;lG� 

CITIZEN, AND THE PRIMARY LONG-TERM CAUSE OF INFLATION IS 

U'IRGE-SCALE DEFICIT SPErJDING AT JHE NATIONAL LEVEL, Ti-t'\T 

$300 BJLLiON BUDGET WITH A $10-20 BILLION DEFICIT W!LL DO A 

LOT TO DRIVE PRICES UP IN AMERICA NEXT FISCAL YEAR, WE MUST 

HAVE FISCAi RFSPONS!B)LITY IN THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT, THE 

BUDGET REFORM ACT NOi·/ BEFORE CONGRESS \'II LL TURN THE BUDGETARY 

PROCESS AROUND SO THAT WE COUtlT THE COSTS B�Fn�� ENACTING 

PROGRAMS, 

I HAV� TOUCHED ON A FEY! MATTERS or GREAT If-'lPORTANCE IN 

TH IS COUNTRY TODA'(, I \'II LL BE GLAD TO ANSWER YOUR QUEST! ONS 

ON THESE AND OTHER ISSUES, 

RECENT EVENTS HAVE ROBBED THE PEOPLE OF MUCH OF THEIR 

TRUST AND CONFIDENCE IN GOVERNMENT AND THE POLITICAL PROCESS, 

WE MUST REAFFIRM OUR COMMITMENT IN AMERICA'S EXPERIMENT IN 

SELF-GOVERNMENT AND PLEDGE OURSELVES TO THE RETUR71 OF THE 

GOVERNMENT TO THE PEOPLE, 
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;\:JD Ari ABIDir·:G FAITH IN D�MOCR.L\CY., THE S '°i TD 
I .  J. I 
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