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INTEGRITY IN GOVERNMENT

I WANT TO EXPRESS TO YOU MY SINCERE APPRECIATION TO ALL
OF YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE HERE WITH YOU THIS EVENING AT
YOUR ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET AND I AM PARTICULARLY HONORED TO
ACCEPT THIS AWARD. | HAVE BEEN A MEMBER OF YOUR FRATERNITY
FOR MANY YEARS AND IN TRYING TO THINK OF THE MAIN DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN P, A. D. TODAY AND AS IT WAS WHEN [ wAs IN scHooL, I
AM PERSUADED THAT WE COULD NOT HAVE HELD OUR AWARDS BANQUET IN
THE HOSPITALITY ROOM OF THE SCHLITZ BREWERY COMPANY AS YOU ARE
TONIGHT. INDEED, YOU HAVE COME A VERY LONG WAY,

But P. A. D, CHAPTERS IN PAST YEARS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN
OUTSTANDING FOR WHAT THEY HAVE DONE AT WAKE FOREST. THEY HAVE
SERVED AS THE LAW SCHOOL HOME FOR MANY OF NORTH CAROLINA'S
PRESENT DAY LEADERS. FORMER P, A. D. MEMBERS SERVE THEIR
COMMUNITIES NOT ONLY AS PRACTICING MEMBERS OF THE BAR, BUT ALSO
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IN THE STATE GOVERNMENT AND LEGISLATURE, THE COURTS OF OUR
STATE, THE UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AND
HOPEFULLY, IN THE NOT TOO DISTANT FUTURE ONE WILL REPRESENT
YOU IN THE UNITED STATES SENATE.

DURING MY MORE THAN FIVE YEARS AS ATTORNEY GENERAL,AND
BEFORE THAT, AS A PRIVATE ATTORNEY IN MY HOME COUNTY OF
HARNETT, | HAVE HAD THE PRIVILEGE OF KNOWING AND COMING IN
DAILY CONTACT WITH A LARGE NUMBER OF NORTH CAROLINA’S
ATTORNEYS., THESE INDIVIDUALS WHO SHORTLY WILL BECOME YOUR
COLLEAGUES AS WELL AS YOUR ADVERSARIES HAVE A HIGH RESPONSI-
BILITY TO THE PUBLIC AS WILL YOU.

YOou WILL BE ASKED TO SERVE NOT ONLY YOUR CLIENTS BUT
ALSO YOUR COMMUNITIES IN POSITIONS OF GOVERNMENT AND TRUST,
You WILL, BY THE VERY NATURE OF YOUR PROFESSION, BE LOOKED UPON
AS A POTENTIAL LEADER. ONE NEED ONLY TO LOOK AT THE NUMBER OF
ATTORNEYS PRESENTLY SERVING AS MEMBERS OF THE STATE LEGISLATURE
AND IN THE NATIONAL CONGRESS AS PROOF OF THAT FACT.

[ SUPPOSE THIS IS ONE REASON WHY [ HAVE BEEN SO DISTURBED
BY THE LACK OF CONFIDENCE AND THE LOSS OF TRUST IN OUR NATIONAL
GOVERNMENT. MANY OF THOSE WHO ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS LOSS OF
CONFIDENCE AND TRUST ARE ATTORNEYS. THEIR ACTIONS, HOWEVER
PERSONAL THEY WERE, HAVE REFLECTED NOT ONLY UPON THEMSELVES BUT
ALSO UNFORTUNATELY UPON THEIR PROFESSION AS WELL.
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BUT THE RESULT OF THEIR CONDUCT SHOULD ALSO NOT BE ALLOWED
TO OBSCURE THE FACT THAT IT IS PRIMARILY ATTORNEYS WHO HAVE BEEN
CARRYING THE INVESTIGATIONS IN WASHINGTON FORWARD. [N SHORT, IT
IS LARGELY ATTORNEYS WHO ARE TRYING TO PUT THE HOUSES OF
GOVERNMENT BACK TOGETHER AGAIN SO THAT THEY CAN FUNCTION AS THEY
WERE ORIGINALLY INTENDED.

DURING MY RECENT TRAVELS THROUGHOUT THIS STATE, | HAVE
BECOME INCREASINGLY AWARE THAT MANY NORTH CAROLINIANS ARE NOT
SATISFIED WITH THE DIRECTION IN WHICH OUR COUNTRY IS HEADED,
| HAVE FOUND PEOPLE DISCOURAGED AND DISILLUSIONED., A PRIMARY
SOURCE OF THEIR FRUSTRATION IS, | BELIEVE, AN INABILITY TO TRUST
IF THERE IS ANY BREAKDOWN IN ITS FUNCTIONING, IT IS IN THE AREA
OF HONEST COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN THOSE WHO ARE THE REPRESENTATIVES
AND THE REPRESENTED. FOR TOO LONG, NEITHER HAS TRUSTED THE OTHER,

RECENTLY, A CHARLOTTE NEWSPAPER REPORTED THAT HERE IN THE
CAROLINAS, AS WELL AS ELSEWHERE, THE VIEW IS WIDESPREAD THAT PUBLIC
OFFICIALS ARE SO INEPT AND CORRUPT THAT THEY CANNOT BE DEPENDED
UPON TO LEAD THIS NATION TO BETTER TIMES., WATERGATE, THE ILLTIMED
AND COSTLY WHEAT SALE TO THE SOWIET UNION, CONTINUING INFLATION,
UNEMPLOYMENT, THE ENERGY CRISIS, THE AGNEW RESIGNATION, AND --
EVEN CLOSER TO HOME —- BUREAUCRATS TOYING WITH TOBACCO ALLOTMENTS,
ALL OF THESE HAVE ONLY SERVED TO CONFIRM THIS BELIEF IN INEPTNESS
AND CORRUPTION,



PEOPLE FEEL HELPLESS; IT SEEMS THERE IS NOTHING THEY CAN DO,
THEY ARE WEARY OF SURPRISE, EVASION, DECEPTION AND CRISIS, THEY
ACHE FOR TRUST, OPENNESS, TRUTH AND STABILITY. THEY YEARN FOR A
RESTORED SENSE OF THE FITNESS OF THINGS AND, CONSEQUENTLY, THE
LACK OF INTEGRITY IN GOVERNMENT IS CONSIDERED BY 43 PERCENT OF
THE PEOPLE TO BE OUR BIGGEST PROBLEM, THE EXPLOSION OF THE
WATERGATE INVESTIGATION, THE INFLATION THAT PUSHED FOOD PRICES
UP, THE SUDDEN STREAM OF SHORTAGES FROM FUEL OIL TO FERTILIZER,
THE RESIGNATION OF VICE PRESIDENT AGNEW, THE CONSTANT TALK OF
IMPEACHMENT,

THEY KNOW THAT THEY CANNOT BLAME ALL FOR THE MISTAKES AND
CRIMINAL ACTS OF A FEW, AND THEY KNOW THAT THE CURRENT CRISIS OF
GOVERNMENT REFLECTS MORE UPON MEN THAN UPON OUR INSTITUTIONS.
AMERICANS STILL HAVE FAITH IN AMERICA AND BELIEVE IN HER
DESTINY.

OUR GOVERNMENT, AFTER ALL, CONSISTS OF THREE CO-EQUAL
BRANCHES; THE PRESIDENCY, THE CONGRESS AND THE COURTS: IT Is
NOT A GOVERNMENT IN WHICH ALL POWER IS HELD IN THE HANDS OF ONE
PERSON, POWER INSTEAD IS DISTRIBUTED, HELD BY MANY PERSONS
THROUGHOUT ALL THREE BRANCHES OF OUR GOVERNMENT AND AT DIFFERENT
LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT. SO WHEN CORRUPTION INVADES ONE BRANCH OR
LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT, THE OTHER BRANCHES MAY CONTINUE TO FUNCTION,
LACK OF CONFIDENCE IN THE PRESIDENCY SHOULD NOT PARALYZE CONGRESS
OR THE COURTS. IN SPITE OF SUCH A CRISIS OF CONFIDENCE, THE



PEOPLE CAN STILL HAVE FAITH IN THE ABILITY OF THE OTHER BRANCHES
OF GOVERNMENT TO PULL US THROUGH., WHEN THE PRESIDENCY DOESN'T
FUNCTION, THE CONGRESS MUST; AND WHEN THE CONGRESS DOESN'T
FUNCTION, THE PRESIDENCY MUST,

WE'VE HAD DO-NOTHING CONGRESSES AND DO-NOTHING PRESIDENTS
IN THIS COUNTRY, BUT WE HAVE NEVER HAD A DO-NOTHING GOVERNMENT,
As A MATTER OF FACT, THE GENIUS OF OUR FORM OF GOVERNMENT IS
THAT IT FUNCTIONS IN THE FACE OF ALL KINDS OF ADVERSITY., THIS
IS WHY IT CAN TRULY BE SAID THAT WATERGATE SHOULD NOT LEAD
ANYBODY TO CONCLUDE THAT THE SYSTEM IS BANKRUPT, FOR IT WAS THE
SYSTEM THAT BROUGHT THE FACTS TO LIGHT. AND IT IS THE SYSTEM
THAT WILL BRING THOSE WHO ARE GUILTY TO JUSTICE.

WE LAWYERS HAVE A UNIQUE ROLE TO PLAY IN THE SOLVING OF
THIS PROBLEM FOR IN THE 92ND CoNGRESS, 301 oF THE 535 MEMBERS
OR 56 PERCENT, LISTED LAW AS THEIR PRIMARY OCCUPATIONAL BACKGROUND,

THUS, WHEN PEOPLE EXPRESS A LACK OF BELIEF AND CONFIDENCE
IN THE CONGRESS, THEY ARE TALKING ABOUT A GROUP, THE MAJORITY OF
WHICH ARE LAWYERS. WHEN PEOPLE EXPRESS DISMAY OR DISBELIEF IN
THE NATIONAL ADMINISTRATION THEY ARE TALKING LARGELY ABOUT PEOPLE
WHO ARE LAWYERS.,

THUS, WE LAWYERS, YOU AND [, HAVE A SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY
TO HELP RESTORE PEOPLE'S TRUST IN THE INTEGRITY OF GOVERNMENT.
WE HAVE BEEN IN THE FOREFRONT OF THIS NATION'S LEADERSHIP SINCE
IT WAS FOUNDED. OUR PROFESSION, MORE THAN MOST, HAS BEEN

RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING THIS DEMOCRACY WORK.
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WE ARE NOW FACED WITH WHAT IS PERHAPS OUR MOST SERIOUS
CRISIS - THE CRISIS OF CONFIDENCE.

DURING MY CAMPAIGN FOR THE UNITED STATES SENATE, AS WELL
AS PAST YEARS AS ATTORNEY GENERAL, | HAVE TRIED TO BE HONEST
WITH THE PEOPLE AND TO SPEAK OUT CLEARLY AND OPENLY ON THE
ISSUES IN WHICH | WAS INVOLVED, | HAVE DONE THIS NOT ONLY
BECAUSE THE PEOPLE DESERVED IT, BUT BECAUSE IT WAS RIGHT.

IF WE ARE TO GET THIS COUNTRY MOVING AGAIN, AS | BELIEVE
WE ALL DESIRE, WE MUST SET OUR GOVERNMENT IN ORDER. BEFORE WE
CAN SOLVE THE PROBLEMS OF INFLATION OR ENERGY OR ANYTHING ELSE
YOU MIGHT WANT TO MENTION, WE MUST BE ABLE TO TRUST AND BELIEVE
IN EACH OTHER, WE MUST RECOGNIZE THAT OF ALL OUR PRIORITIES,
TRUTHFULNESS MUST BE NUMBER ONE.

IT IS UP TO ALL OUR CITIZENS, BUT PARTICULARLY UP TO YOU AS
PROSPECTIVE ATTORNEYS, TO BE HIGHLY RESPONSIBLE IN THAT REGARD,
WHILE SOME OF YOU MAY NEVER RUN FOR PUBLIC OFFICE OR SERVE IN
GOVERNMENT, OTHERS WILL BECOME ACTIVELY INVOLVED ON THE DAY YOU

PASS THE BAR. [N ANY EVENT ALL OF YOU WILL BE OPINION MAKERS OR
PERSONS OF CONSIDERABLE INFLUENCE.

AN

WHEN You W{N FOR OFFICE OR VOTE FOR SOMEONE WHO DOES, BE
CONCERNED NOT ONLY WITH THE ISSUES OF THE DAY, WHICH WILL CHANGE,
BUT ALSO WITH THE SEEMINGLY SIMPLE QUESTION OF WHETHER YOU OR HE
CAN BE TRUSTED FOR THE ANSWER TO THAT QUESTION LIKELY WILL NOT

CHANGE ,
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IN SHORT, INTEGRITY AND LEADERSHIP GO HAND IN HAND.
TRUTH, WHEN OFFERED BY OFFICE HOLDERS, BRINGS TRUST FROM
THE PEOPLE, HONESTY BRINGS HONOR, AND FAIRNESS BRINGS FAITH,
ONLY WHEN THE PEOPLE TRUST, HONOR, AND ARE CONFIDENT IN THEIR
APPRAISAL OF AN OFFICE HOLDER CAN HE BE A TRUE AND FORCEFUL
LEADER IN GOVERNMENT. | HOPE TO BE ABLE TO OFFER THAT TRUTH,
HONESTY, AND FAIRNESS. | HOPE THAT YOU WILL T0O. IF SO, THEN
TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE FELT IN HIGH PLACES
ONCE AGAIN. WE CAN BRING GOVERNMENT CLOSE TO THE PEOPLE; AND
WE CAN MAKE OUR DEMOCRACY LIVE.



