
SPEECH BY: 

ROBERT MORGAN 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

\ BEAUFORT COUNTY DEMOCRATIC 
WOMAN'S CLUB 

WASHINGTON, N,C, 
FEBRUARY 'J!l, 1973 

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 

!, A VERY DEFINITE NEED EXISTS FOR THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY TO RECOG­

NIZE THAT IT MUST STICK TOGETHER IF IT IS GOING TO WIN ELECTIONS 

IN THIS STATE IN THE FUTURE, CANDIDATES MUST RECOGNIZE THAT THEY 

ALONE DO NOT POSSESS ENOUGH POLITICAL STRENGTH TO WIN, RATHER, IT 

IS ESSENTIAL THAT THEY GATHER SUPPORT FROM OTHER WINGS OF THE PARTY, 

IN SHORT, FACTIONALISM MUST CEASE, 

2, ALONG THE SAME LINE AS ABOVE, STATISTICS PROVIDED BY AN ARTICLE 

( IN POPULAR GOVERNMENT SHOW THAT FROM JANUARY 1972 TO OCTOBER OF 

1972, MORE PEOPLE, ON A PERCENTAGE BASIS REGISTERED REPUBLICAN 

RATHER THAN DEMOCRAT, STILL, THE DEMOCRATS DID, IN THE SAME PERIOD, 

GET MORE PEOPLE, ON A NUMERICAL BASIS, TO REGISTER DEMOCRAT RATHER 

THAN REPUBLICAN, 

Bur, OVER THE LAST 30 YEARS, THE TREND HAS BEEN FOR AN IN­

CREASING NUMBER OF PEOPLE TO VOTE FOR THE REPUBLICAN CANDIDATE FOR 

GOVERNOR, ONLY IN 1948 AND 1964 WAS THIS TREND REVERSED, 

THUS, IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY CONTINUE ITS 

ORGANIZATIONAL WORK AT THE GRASSROOTS LEVEL, IN ADDITION, WE MUST 

CONTINUALLY HAVE PERSONS SPEAKING ACROSS THE STATE ON THE GOOD 

PROGRESSIVE THINGS THAT THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY HAS DONE IN THE PAST 
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AND WANTS TO DO IN THE FUTURE, 

3, CAMPAIGN COSTS ARE SIMPLY TOO HIGH, WE MUST MAKE SURE THAT 

GOOD CANDIDATES ARE NOT PRICED OUT OF THE MARKET, 

ONE WAY THAT CAMPAIGN FINANCING COULD BE REDUCED WOULD BE· 

TO CHANGE THE PRIMARY DATE TO A LATER TIME, THIS ALSO WOULD CHANGE 

THE TIME IN WHICH CANDIDATES WOULD HAVE TO FILE FOR OFFICE, THUS 

MAKING THE CAMPAIGN PERIOD SHORTER, 

SEVERAL BILLS IN BOTH HOUSES HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED ON THIS 

SUBJECT, ALTERNATE DATES WHICH HAVE BEEN SUGGESTED ARE JUNE, JULY, 

AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER, 

4, AN ADDITIONAL SUBJECT THAT COULD BE DISCUSSED IS THE NEED TO 

( PROVIDE ADDITIONAL SUMS OF MONEY TO LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS IN 

ORDER FOR THEM TO MAKE A DECENT SALARY, PERHAPS SOME OF THE BUDGET 

SURPLUS COULD BE USED FOR THIS, 


