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INTRODUCTION 

As a prelude to a report of this kind, emphasis, must be 
placed on the fact that the organization and technique described 
herein were those adapted to our particular circumstances and 
must not be necessarily construed as representative for other 
units of this type. 

In the original Air Force Troop Basis of 1943, three 
Topographic companies were set up for this Theater; two standard 
companies organized under T/O 5-447 were to be with the Tactical 
or Ninth Air force and a special reinforced company, the 952nd, 
was to be with the Strategic or Eighth Air Force. 

In November of 1943, a new T/O & E 5-400 was approved for 
the Topographic Organizations. The above T/O was a cellular type 
which allowed great flexibility in selecting the organization 
necessary in each Theater. Also at this time, the Topographic 
Units mission was expanded to include Photo-library and 
photoprint work in addition to normal map and mosaic work for the 
Air Force Units. With the increase in the duties of the 
Topographic Units it was seen that the three companies would have 
to be reorganized to include photo-library and photo-print 
sections. However, the reorganization had to be done by 
utilizing no more than the number of personnel in the three 
original companies since the Troop Basis was fixed. 

The study of the situation was made by the Engineer Section, 
USAAF in U.K. It was decided that each Air Jorce would need 
drafting and photo-mapping, lithographic, photo-library and 
Photo-print facilities, however, as long as the Eighth and Ninth 
Air Forces were in the U.K. and as long as there was good courier 
service between them, it would be more efficient to pool 
resources of the Topographic Units of the two Air Forces. 
However, it was recognized that the time might come when the 
courier system would not be satisfactory for such work, and that 
the battalion might have to split in two with half the facilities 
remaining with the Eighth Air Force and the other half going with 
the Ninth Air Force. For this reason there were two platoons for 
drafting, reproduction, photolibrary and Photo-printing. In 
addition to the regular mission of the Engineer Aviation 
Topographic units the units with the Ninth Air Force would also 
have map distribution duties. For this reason two map depot 
detachments, T/O & E 5-500, and one mess team, type No. 1, were 
set up in the battalion to operate the map distribution for the 
Ninth Air Force. 

A survey of both the Eighth and Ninth Air Forces at this 
time indicated the majority of the work required would be for the 
Ninth Air Force. The above fact, together with the fact the 
majority of the topographic personnel were on the Ninth Air Force 
Troop Basis, caused a recommendation to be made that the 
Battalion be assigned to the Ninth Air Force. 
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In January, 1944, when plans were being made for the setting 
up of a Photographic Reconnaissance Command, in the Eighth Air 
Force, the Troop basis was changed and the proposed Topographic 
Battalion was put on the Eighth Air Force Troop Basis for 
inclusion in the proposed Photographic Reconnaissance Command 
rather than in the Ninth Air Force. 

Our mission consisted essentially of compiling, drafting, 
and reproducing any aerial maps., charts and other printed matter 
required by various Eighth Air Force units. As both the prime 
and supplemental types of work multiplied, we became capable of 
satisfying the diverse needs of a greater number of units than 
had been initially intended. In this connection, the versatility 
of the organization was demonstrated in successfully completing a 
wide range of work for the Eighth Air Force, Ninth Air Force, 
First Allied Airborne Army, Air Ministry, Troop Carrier Command, 
Air Transport Command, Office of Chief Engineer, The Twelfth Army 
Group. Minor demands of SHAEF and various Statistical analysis 
organizations were also met. 

It is obvious that, when attached to a Photo Reconnaissance 
Wing, the efficiency of a unit such as ours is somewhat 
increased. By far the greatest factors in this regard is "Time". 
Our two units mutually complement each other and the availability 
to us of the Wing's Film Library, Plotting and Indexing Sections, 
Photo Interpretation Sections and, to limited extent, its photo 
laboratory and source of latest aerial photo coverage eliminated 
many sources of delay which might otherwise be encountered. 

In order to obtain the proper personnel for the sub-units of 
the new battalion, a study was made to see what cells could be 
filled with personnel of the 952nd Engineer Aviation Topographic 
Company and the remaining cells were then requested from the 
States. In line with the above request, the 950th and 959th 
Engineer Aviation Topographic Companies which had been destined 
for the Ninth Air Force were reorganized for the required cells 
and sent overseas as a special detachment. Due to an error, one 
reproduction platoon which was to be formed in the States was not 
included. This caused a shortage of reproduction personnel and 
caused the shifting of many draftsmen to reproduction when the 
Battalion was formed in April 1944. 

The Battalion as set up in April was still not satisfactory 
since it contained one Reproduction platoon with small Harris 
Presses, and one platoon with the larger Webendorfer Presses, 
rather than two platoons with Webendorfer Presses as originally 
requested. Due to this fact, the battalion could not split 
satisfactorily since both the Eighth and Ninth Air Forces had 
need for the large presses. This was corrected late in the 
summer when the second large platoon was approved in place of the 
small platoon. 

Another thing that was not satisfactory was the inclusion of 
the map depot detachments in this battalion. These detachments 
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were required with the Ninth Air Force . Under the original plan 
the inclusion of the map depot detachments in the Battalion would 
have been satisfactory. 
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BATTALION ADMINISTRATION (S-1) 

According to the T/O & E 5-400, W . D ., 1 Nov 1943, the 
headquarters o f  this battalion was set up to include 12 enlisted 
men and five officers . These were one Lieut . Colonel, 
commanding; one Major, executive o fficer;two Captains, S-3 and S-
4; and one 1st Lieut ., S-1 . The enlisted men consisted of one 
Master Sergeant, Sergeant major; two Tech Sergeants, one to be 
Personnel Sergeant and one Supply Sergeant; one Staff Sergeant to 
work in supply; two clerk typists; two general clerks; two stock 
clerks, an orderly and a basic . The stock clerks and supply 
NCO's were under the direct super vision o f  Bn S-4 . One clerk 
typist was also used in Bn supply leaving two administrative 
NCO's and three clerks in Bn headquarters for the use o f  S-1 . 
The orderly was used as a runner and one-man message center. The 
basic was of no use to headquarters and was used elsewhere in the 
battalion . The mission of headquarters, of course, was to handle 
the administration of the battalion; that is, business 
correspondence (see illustration #1), publishing o f  special 
orders and battalion memoranda, maintaining a complete file 
( Dewey Decimal System) of orders, memos, correspondence and 
directives of all higher echelons . A unit personnel section was 
set up in battalion headquarters consisting o f  a clerk from each 
company headquarters . All service records, classi fication cards 
and 201 files were kept in battalion headquarters, and each 
company clerk maintained the records of the men in his particular 
company . The administration was run as provided for in army 
regulations for separate battalions with one exception . Our next 
higher echelon cut special orders dealing with the placement of 
our personnel on temporary duty or detached service . 

Because of the unit personnel system in battalion 
headquarters, which assured responsibility for the maintenance of 
all personnel record, there were not a great number of records 
left to be handled in the company orderly rooms Besides the 
regular company business, they maintained their sick book duty 
roster and company punishment records . Files o f  company 
correspondence, certain distribution of higher directives as well 
as battalion memoranda were maintained . An o fficer was 
designated in each company to act as personnel officer . Except 
in Company B, which had a great amount of reproduction supplies, 
this same officer was in charge o f  company supply . Pay rolls 
were made up and certified in the battalion personnel section but 
the men were paid by each company . Whenever possible, 
administrative responsibility was detailed to the company level, 
except where personnel records were involved . Then it was 
handled in the battalion personnel section by the company clerks . 

In summation, it was the duty of the administrative section 
of the battalion to keep all records of all individuals correct 
and up to date, to carry on the administrative correspondence of 
the battalion, and to administer to the men, all information as 
to personal affairs, allotments, allowances and status . 
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BATTALION ADMINISTRATION (S-1) cont'd 

When this battalion was organized, it was made up of 
personnel which formerly had been in three different separate 
topo companies; the 952nd, 959th, and 950th. The 952nd had been 
in England since 19 August 1942, the other two companies coming 
overseas 1 March 44, having been redesignated and reorganized as 
the Engr Avn Topo Det Sp No. 1. The records of the last named 
unit were in good shape, as exhaustive P & M inspections had to 
be successfully passed. For about one and a half years, the 
952nd underwent no administrative inspections of a rigid nature, 
and consequently, their service records, classification records, 
and other personnel records were not in top shape. Work was 
started on them to correct and add entries that were missing. 
The first inspection of the Administrative Inspector from the 
Adjutant General's Dept. brought many discrepancies to light. 
The company clerks bent to their task and within a very few weeks 
brought every record up to date. This included making new pay 
books, making out new and adjusting old allotments, while 
carrying on the routine business of the battalion. The next 
administrative inspection was passed with flying colors. The 
personnel section received a letter of commendation from the 
325th Photo Wing Recon Headquarters, our next higher echelon. 

The system of monthly administrative inspections made by the 
Air Inspector's Office of the Wing helped in maintaining our 
records. Each inspection since the second one has brought very 
few discrepancies to light, mainly those of a routine nature, 
initials missing here and there, letting certain entries go in 
favor of more urgent work, etc . 

The unit personnel system worked out very well. All 
important records and personnel work of the battalion was done 
under the direction of the S-1 Officer, and the company clerks 
were under his direct supervision. Much of the routine work was 
taken off his hands by the Sgt Major, while the classification 
work and reports were handled by the Personnel Sergeant. Each 
clerk had particularly designated duties. One was in complete 
charge of the files, posting the filing W.E. circulars, A.R. 's 
and other directives. Another clerlc was charged with making out 
the pay rolls of all three companies, though later, when Company 
B was sent to the continent, the two clerks of the companies 
remaining made out the rolls for their respective companies. The 
remaining clerk typed correspondence and worked as assistant to 
the Personnel Sergeant. 

The First Sergeants of the various companies were kept busy 
handling direct contacts with their men, holding formations, 
attending to the work details and generally assisting the company 
commander. Consequently the administrative work of the orderly 
room was left to a clerk typist in the rank of Tee 4 .  This clerk 
posted directives and maintained the files of the company, 
prepared the sick book made up the duty roster and did what 
correspondence and typing the company commander desired. 
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BATTALION ADMIN ISTRATION (S-1) cont'd 

A rigid pass system was maintained in the battalion. 
Special passes were typed up in the orderly rooms and submitted 
to the battalion Adjutant (S-1) for signature. A duty officer 
was on duty in the work area every evening from 1630 hours until 
curfew. This officer was responsible for giving out passes only 
to those men eligible that evening and checking their clothing 
and records carried upon the person. A report from the duty 
officer was rendered each succeeding morning, one to battalion 
headquarters and another to each company headquarters, listing 
names of delinquents and discrepancies. 

The personnel, as provided by TO & E 5-400, has been found 
entirely satisfactory for handling the business of the various 
headquarters. The one exception is the basic provided in 
battalion headquarters. He is unnecessary. As regards to grades 
for administrative men, they are, in the opinion of S-1, too low. 
Company clerks have in all T/O's been authorized only a 
corporal's rating. The amount of work, responsibility, and time 
necessary to do their job adequately, particularly in a separate 
battalion, warrants a grade of Technician 4th grade. The work of 
company clerks, though not perhaps steadily difficult throughout 
any given month, comes in spurts, and they invariably work 
against deadlines and under pressure. With any amount of 
transferring of men, processing of records, handling of personal 
affairs, unit movements etc, their work is exacting and demands 
long strenuous hours. They and no one else can do it. Company 
clerks work harder, under greater pressure and with more 
responsibility than other men, technical or non-technical holding 
down a grade of corporal or Tee 5. For these reasons, a grade of 
Tee 4 is believed to be more in keeping. 

This organization is topographic and has for its principal 
mission the preparation, reproduction, and distribution of maps, 
mosaics, approach and bomb charts, and related aids to the Air 
Force. The most necessary and critical specialties are 
therefore; draftsmen, photogrammetrists and lithographers, and 
particularly pressmen and photolithographers. We have been able 
to get enough draftsmen for our needs, training the required 
number of photogrammetrists from them. We never have been able, 
however, to get as many offset pressmen and photolithographers as 
we are authorized and whom we have sorely needed. The battalion 
has done outstanding reproduction work, through the heavy months 
of the offensive in Europe, always understaffed and overworked. 
There never have, apparently, been sufficient lithographers in the 
theatre to meet demands. It is suggested that more careful 
screening of inductees be made in the reception centers to make 
available to topographic units more men with civilian training 
and experience in lithography and offset printing, particularly 
pressmen, platemakers and cameramen. 

Until recently when the War Department started the policy of 
sending infantry men, who had been hospitalized, to noncombatant 
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BATTAL ION A DMIN ISTRATION (S-1) cont'd 

units, the 942nd experienced much difficulty in obtaining 
sufficient basics or duty soldiers to fill our needs. The 
battalion has, on the average, been called upon to furnish a 
daily work detail to the station on which it was quartered. 
Insufficiently provided with duty soldiers, this has put a severe 
strain on the technical production of the battalion. Very often 
noncommissioned officers, corporals and Tee 5's have been called 
away from their technical work to provide manpower for 
housekeeping details. This is neither fair nor practical. At 
one time, we were forced to place all Tee 5's on the duty 
roster, drawing from their ranks constantly. With the inception 
of the policy of transferring men who are on limited assignment, 
the need for duty soldiers has been met. 

There is little mechanical equipment necessary in the 
Adjutant's and Personnel section of a battalion. There is, 
however, a need for several efficient typewriters of the standard 
type. Portable typewriters have been found to be entirely 
inadequate for the neat typing required in a battalion or company 
headquarters, and are very difficult to use at any time. It has 
been impossible to get enough standard typewrites to supply all 
sections where they are needed. In fact, T/0 & E 5-400 does not 
provide any typewriters for battalion headquarters, it being 
expected the various companies would supply the headquarters. 
This has been a grave mistake as the typewriters provided for the 
companies by T/0 & E have been sufficient only for their own 
needs. Further than that, sufficient standards in efficient 
working order have not been available. The suggestion is made 
that subsequent T/0 & E's provide a battalion headquarters with 
three standard typewriters for their own use. 

The same difficulty has been experienced from time to time 
in getting particular directives and regulations pertinent to 
necessary reports. The battalion would get a message requesting 
a particular kind of report, referring to a certain directive, 
and either it would get no distribution on that directive, or it 
would come so late that it made getting out the report very 
difficult. Incomplete or tardy distribution seemed to be the 
rule, at least on this station, even though it was 8th Air Force 
Headquarters. 

A great deal of trouble and misunderstanding arose out of 
the status of Detachment A, 942nd Engrs. Immediately upon 
activation of the battalion, Detachment A, consisting of 2 
officers and 27 enlisted men, were placed on DS with the 9th Air 
Force for further attachment to the IX Engineer Command for 
rations, quarters, duty and administration. Inasmuch as the 
detachment was never relieved of assignment to this headquarters, 
higher administrative echelons constantly expected us to furnish 
them reports and data concerning this detachment. We kept none 
of their records and had no knowledge of them from month to 
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BATTAL ION ADMINISTRATION (S-1) cont 'd 

month. This caused a continual amount of trouble and dispute. 
This detachment staffed two separate map depots and were set up 
to handle large numbers of maps, going to and coming from various 
geographical localities. As they worked entirely for and under 
the jurisdiction of the 9th Air Force, they should have been 
transferred to that command. Then there would have been no 
question as to �ho had the responsibility of their 
administration. 

Aside from the foregoing difficulties, the administration of 
this Battalion proceeded smoothly . The personnel setup is 
entirely adequate with the following exceptions: 

(1) Elimination of the basic in battalion headquarters 
as unnecessary. 

(2) A grade of Technician 4th Grade authorized for 
Company Clerks instead of the present one of 
corporal. 
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OPERATIONS SECTION 

It is the purpose of this report to dwell on the role of the 
Operations Section, however, because this section was concerned 
in all work done by the battalion, any description must 
necessarily include an overall picture of battalion functioning. 
The Operations Section is apart of battalion administration and 
operates primarily as a channel for incoming and outgoing work 
and as a coordination faster among all other branches of the 
battalion. To illustrate the position of Operations it becomes 
necessary to show the skeleton structure of the battalion. 

I. Headquarters and Headquart�rs and Service Company 
a. Battalion Administration (S-1) 
b. Battalion Operations 
c. Company Administration, Mess and Supply 
d. Motor Transport 

II. Company "A" 
a. Two Drafting Platoons 
b. Mosaic Section 
c. Current and Static Sorties 
d. Map Library 
e. Plotting and Tracing Section 

III. Company "B 11 

a. Two Reproduction Platoons (combined with two 
Photo-print platoons) 
1. Company Operations 
2. Photostat 
3. Camera 
4. Lay-out 
5. Plate 
6. Press 
7. Cutting and Packaging 

b. Company Administration and Supply 

The functions of the Operations Section may best be shown by 
listing each subdivision and its particular work. The Operations 
Section consisted of 2 officers and 21 enlisted men. 

I. Technical Assembly 
a. To receive, discuss, plan and set deadlines on 

all incoming work. 
b. To write up customers specifications and relay 

these to proper subdivision. 
c. To issue, from time to time, "Technical 

Instruction Circulars" in order to maintain 
basis uniformity. 

d. To supervise and check status of all work within 
the battalion. 

e. To coordinate the efforts of each production 
unit. 
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II. Administration 
a. To enter all incoming work and original material 

received in battalion records. 
b. To type customer's instructions for drafting and 

reproduction platoons. 
c. To maintain a customer file on all work. 
d. To list the location and status of all work 

within the battalion. 
e. To compile periodic efficiency and production 

charts and to summarize weekly production. 

III. Dispatch Section 
a. To transmit all completed work to proper 

distribution agency. 
b. To maintain a chronological sample file of all 

completed jobs. 
c. To maintain a negative and original material 

file on all work likely to be rerun. 

IV. Editing Section 
a. To check "Acceptability " of all customer's 

material when it involves large quantities. 
b. To edit and check accuracy of all drafting work 

before it is reproduced. 
c. To give final approval on all completed work 

before it is released. 

The Operations Section remained the first and last clearance 
agency for all work. 

An interesting picture of the functioning of the Operations 
Section may be had by following a typical job through various 
stages of completion. 

1. Customer (Air Transport Command) has received permission 
from A-3 Ground Control, 325th Photo Wing Recon, to 
discuss job with us and to have it printed. It is a 
book entitled " Radio Facilities Manual". The original 
material consists of 36 pages, 1 cover and 1 dummy. 
Customer wished to have pages saddle-stitched but 
discussion with Operations Officer and Technical 
Assembly proved that by printing each sheet separately 
press time could be saved and this was agreed to 
inasmuch as the time factor was important. Job was to 
be printed in one color only - 3,000 copies. In 
conjunction with the customer, form #1  was filled out 
and relayed with original material to Administrative 
Dept. Acceptability or work was checked. 

2. From data on form # 1, entries were made into job log 
giving customer, job, number of copies required, and 
quantity of original material. Forms II, III and IV 
were filled out, original material was marked with job 
number. All forms and work were delivered to Drafting 
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Flat oon. Signed receipt (form IV) was returned to our 
files. Form I was kept in Operating Active File. 

3. A daily work report showed progression of work in 
Drafting. After their work was completed, job returned 
to Operations and was checked by Editing Section. Any 
corrections were made immediately and work was sent to 
the Reproduction Platoon accompanied by all forms. 
Again Transmittal Receipt (form IV) was signed and 
returned to our files. Daily work reports showed status 
of job in reproduction. When reproduction work was 
completed job was sent to cutting room for final 
trimming and packing. 

4. Completed job was returned to Dispatch Section, samples 
were filed and job checked against initial 
specifications. Customer was notified and packages sent 
to proper distribution agency. 

A picture of the Operations Section may be obtained from the 
above, however, a closer scrutiny will indicate the need for a 
detailed overall knowledge of all performance techniques on the 
part of Operations personnel. Conferences on work performance, 
adjustments in technique, and the general supervision exercised 
required that personnel be acquainted with drafting and 
reproduction methods, the relative importance of each job, and 
the productive capacity of the battalion as a whole, An 
illustration of this is to be found in the widely diverse nature 
of the work undertaken and the representative crossection of 
"customers" listed below: 

LIST I 

Annotated Photos ... 
Mosaics •..•........ 
Maps, General ..... . 
Air Drome Maps .... . 
Strategic Target 

copies 

761,292 
552, 063 

2, 776, 156 
827,105 

Charts........ 398, 570 
Tactical Charts .... 1, 630, 735 
M is c • C ha rt s • • • • • • • 4 1 0 , 5 6 9 
Tactical Posters... 125, 248 
Photostats......... 103, 863 
Forms .............. 2, 617, 750 
Books.............. 691, 825 
Miscellaneous...... 1,012, 481 

11, 897, 657 

LIST II 

Eighth Air Force ..•.....•••• 28.5% 
ETOUSA .............•.......• 17.9 

'Air Ministry ................ 17. 8 
325th PWR •.••••............. 15.9 

12th Army Group .•......•.•.. 3.2 
SHAEF . • . . . . • . . • • • • . • • . . . . . • • 3 . 0 
First Allied Airborne Army .. 2.8 
U SST AF • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 • 7 
Ninth Air Force •.••....••..• 2.3 
Miscellaneous .•.••••........ 1.5 

copies 100.0% 

The figures given above date from the period when the 
battalion was formed (April 1944 to May 1945). In all the work 
shown above, it was the lot of the Operations Section to maintain 
a smooth and uninterrupted flow of work through the various 
agencies and to be eventually responsible for the quality, 
quantity and technique employed for all jobs completed. 
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Some of the most important work comp leted included one of 
the largest mosaics ever attempted in the field (Berlin - scale 
I:5000), a series of Fortress Town mosaics for the Twelfth Army 
Group, Four Editions of Special Air Navigation maps, a month ly 
edition of Flak maps for Eighth Air Forces, a series of 
navigational aid manua ls and diagrams for Air Transport Command, 
Dropping Zone and Ground Defense maps of the Nijmegen area for 
the First Allied Airborne Army, important Tactica l and Strategic 
Charts and maps for the Air Ministry, a series of political and 
administrative maps of Germany and the Occupied Countries for the 
Office of Strategic Survey, and finally, and important Tactica l 
Dossier was compiled for the Ninth Air Force. 

As an indication of how the mission was accomplished, often 
under short time limits, the batta lion received approximately 32 
citations and letters of commendation. Of these 25 specifically 
mentioned work performed by this organization. Among the 
signatories of the "specific" commendations were: Gen. Omar 
Bradley, Lt. Gen. Brereton, and Maj. Gen. Doo little. Such 
letters furnish an index of the enthusiasm and efficiency with 
which the personnel devoted themselves to their assigned tasks. 
A more detailed description of the important jobs can be found in 
the accounts compi led by the individua l units comprising the 
battalion. 

A usefu l tabu lation of work accomp lished is given below: 

L IST III  

Negatives •..........••• 
Contacts ..•••••••..•.•• 
Plates ................ . 
Impressions .•••••.•.... 
Photostats ....••.. ...•• 
Copies ................ . 

17, 030 
4, 178 
9,231 

13,892,255 
103,863 

11,793,794 

It has been requested that suggestions be made as to how 
genera l efficiency or change in basic mission may have been 
effected in order to increase the usefulness of the battalion in 
the Theatre of Operations. These are covered, for the most part, 
in the various separate unit sections. However, a general 
observations must inc lude the confusion caused by the "over lap" 
of the "Engineer" and "Air Corp" commands and the inability to 
ascertain definitely to which command the organization belonged. 
This, p lus the fact that although we were stationed on an Air 
Corps base and worked a lmost wholly with the Air Corps, the Tab le 
of Organization and Equipment was that of the Ground Service 
Engineers. The lack of rep lacement parts for some of the 
reproduction machinery sometimes caused unnecessary delay in the 
completion of much work . Often ordinary drafting and 
reproduction aids such as Zipatone screen, air brushes and 
compressors, various tempora pigments and water colors caused 
considerable de lay, although these were readily available in the 
Zone of the Interior. 
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Battalion Operations personnel eventually became acquainted 
with a general knowledge of all reproduction and drafting phases, 
however, the assignment initially of both a competent drafting 
and a reproduction man would have eliminated the growing pains 
first experienced. 

Various types of maps were originated and developed by the 
battalion and then submitted to the final user for modification 
and approval. A closer liaison between our organization and the 
final use during the development stages would have afforded a 
clearer picture of what was needed and a consequent saving of 
time. 

An honest appraisal must take into consideration the highly 
skilled training and experience of the greater part of the 
personnel and their knowledge and ability in solving the numerous 
and often unorthodox types of work presented to them . It was 
common procedure to work right through regardless of the hours 
involved, and this personal interest of the men was reflected in 
the excellence of the results obtained. The voluntary 
relinquishment of time off, the improvisation of special 
techniques and the general desire to get the be\ work out in the 
shortest time will remain a source of satisfaction to all ranks 
involved. 

We not only satisfactorily fulfilled our primary mission 
but expanded and improved upon it, and in the course of events, 
proved to be of greater service to the War Effort than had ever 
been anticipated. 
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PLANS AN D TRAINING (S-3) 

The mission of this section can be summed up briefly as 
follows: 

1. Preparation and coordination of plans for and 
supervision of: 

a. Organization and equipment of units. 

2. Preparation and coordination of required phases of 
combat training and orientation as required by current 
theatre directives. 

a. Preparation of training directives, programs and 
orders. 

b. Selection of training sites, training aids, and 
firing ranges. 

c. Organization and conduct of schools. 

3. Operations to include, in general: Technical studies and 
estimates: plans and orders based thereon and future 
planning. 

a. Preparation of estimates, reports, and 
recommendations based on the technical situation. 

b. Preparation of plans for and supervision of 
activities concerning: 

(1) Troop movements (coordination with S-4 for 
movements requiring transportation in addition 
to organize transportation and for routes). 

(2) Technical employment of units (coordination 
with S-4 for influence of supply and evacuation 
on operations). 

c. Maintaining contact with the Commanders of 
subordinate units; observing or supervising 
technical operations as directed by the commander. 

d. Establishment of liaison with adjacent, higher, and 
subordinate units. 

e. Preparation of tentative plans for subsequent phases 
of a technical operation and for future technical 
operations (S-4 for practicability of operations 
from a supply point of view.) 

4. Recommendations to the Commander of priorities for 
assignment of personnel and equipment. 
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PLANS AN D TRAINING (cont. ) 

Since this battalion was formed by combining the equivalent 
of three full-trained and experienced Companies very little 
individual or unit training was necessary. In fact, the 
organization can be summed up by saying that additional personnel 
were injected into trained and operating sections. There existed 
an overall shortage of both numerically and qualified 
reproduction personnel. The photo print section was absorbed 
into the reproduction platoon in order to better utilize the 
available trained reproduction personnel. This proved to be wise 
decision as very little need for a photo print section as 
separate unit has been justified. 

Since approximately one hal f of the total personnel were on 
an operational status at the activation of the battalion, 
operational jobs were completed the first day. In a very short 
time production figures rose to a level that was considered an 
average for the entire 13 months. 

E. T. O. directives required a minimum hours per week in 
orientation lectures, chemical warfare and basic weapon training. 
A weekly program was initiated to more than fulfill these 
requirements. Due to operational technical work all this 
training had to be done when the men were not employed on their 
technical shifts. Approximately 95% of all men were qualified in 
their basic arm. 

The interest and enthusiasm shown in such training is shown 
by the fact that all three Companies completed and won 1st, 3rd 
and 4th place in an AAF Station 101 Carbine Championship match. 
The 1st place winners; namely, A Company went on to win the 
championship of  the 325th Wing Command. 

Later a pistol team from each of the three Companies placed 
1st, 2nd and 4th in a match with all units on AAF Station 101. 
Four officers and approximately 16 men received one weeks 
training in firing the 50 calibre AA machine guns at an AA range 
in Ireland. Two complete crews per gun were assigned and trained 
at intervals. 

Plans of a technical nature were limited to routine 
inspections and furnishing of  technical information as requested. 
Some technical liaison with A-3 Ground Operations and outside 
customers was done in the early stages of operations. However, 
it was found more expeditious to handle most liaison direct with 
operations section. 

The battalion, as set up by the War Department, under the 
authority of TO & E 5-400 dated 1 November 1943, was comprised of  
platoons or cells to meet the needs o f  the 8th AF in the E. T. O. 
This cellular composition permits the shifting of specific cells 
between.the units or Companies as the working requirements may 
change during operations. The best example of this occurred the 
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PLANS AND TRAIN ING (cont .) 

first of January 1945 when approximately one-half of the 
technical personnel in both the drafting and reproduction 
Companies were formed into one company and moved to Virton, 
Belgium. 

This split in the battalion was accomplished with very 
little disruption in personnel and operating procedure and, at 
the same t ime, fulfilled a need for such a unit near the 
headquarters of the 9th AF and the Army Groups. 
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SUPPLY AND EVACUATION (S-4) 

The supply and evacuation section is charged with the 
preparation of policies fo r, and the supe rvision of e xecution of 
a rrangements for supply, evacuation, t ransportation, and othe r 
administrative matters related the reto. It is responsible fo r 
advising the Commander relati ve to the e xtent of the 
administrati ve support that can be gi ven to any strategical or 
tactical plan of action, and for recommendation as to the 
necessary decision concerning supply and evacuation. It is 
fu rthe r responsible for the de velopment of those details of the 
administrative plan which pertain to its functions, the 
prepa ration of the necessary o rde rs, and the supe rvision of their 
execution. 

The specific duties of the supply and evacuation section 
include the planning for and supe r vision of activities 
conce rning: 

1. Procu rement, storage, and distribution o f  all supplies. 
(Coordination with S-3 for prio rity of allocation of supplies. 

2. Location of supply and maintenance establishments. 
3. T ranspo rtation of supplies. 
4. Maintenance of equipment. 
5. Salvage. 
6. P roperty responsibility. 
7. Local pu rchases. 
8. Recommendations as to new types of equipment. 
9. P reparation, authentication, and dist ribution of 

administrative o rde rs, both fragmentary and complete. 

Since the 9 52nd Topo Company comprised app ro ximate ly 5 0% of 
the enti re battalion at the activation and has been on full 
operational status for several months, considerable supplies were 
on hand . Conside rable stocks of expendables had been built up in 
the 952nd on the anticipation of the formation of the battalion 
and several items of excess equipment, both Ame rican and B ritish, 
had been acquired during the p receding months. Capt. Johnson, 
the initial S-4 of the battalion was an exper ienced supply 
officer, both in the U.S. and England. He was thoroughly 
familia r with E. T.O. supply channels and problems. P rior to the 
activation of the battalion most of the initial issue of the 
added units had a r ri ved from the U.S. and f rom depots in England. 
In a few weeks all major items of equipment had been procu red and 
ample stocks of e xpendables were available for full operation. 

Due to the va riable natu re of the wo rk requirements, many 
items of non -autho rized expendables and some non-expendable 
equipment had to be p rocured. Local pu rchase was resorted to in 
some cases but the majo rity of all items were obtained thru 
regula r supply channels. 

Coated paper was one majo r item that was difficult to obtain 
in the quantity desired and double coated paper was neve r 
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SUP PLY AND EVACUATION (Cont.) 

obtainable in the U.K. A high quality of work was demanded by 
most of our customers and many special grades and colors of 
lithographic inks, special chemicals, 8tc. , became almost 
standard monthly requirements. 

Due to the many special items of equipment peculiar to each 
unit in the battalion, a policy of inner-battalion procedure 
somewhat difficult from standard was decided upon at the 
beginning. Instead of S- 4 placing all equipment in the Companies 
on memorandum receipt it was transferred by shipping ticket and 
S-4's stock records zeroed. Although this procedure may have 
made the Company supply personnel more aware of their 
responsibility it is doubtful if the extra paper work required 
and the loss o f  direct control by the Bn. S-4 was advisable. 

The disastrous fire of 29 December 19 45 caused the loss of 
several important items of standar d equipment and most of the 
excess British items. Fortunately, the unit moving to Belgium on 
1st of January was handicapped very little as most of its 
equipment was packed and loaded into the reproduction vans. The 
remaining reproduction unit immediately reverted all its work to 
the mobile vans and lost only about one week's time. Within 
thirty days the building had been rebuilt and all the burned 
equipment had been repaired or replaced and full operations were 
resumed. 

Liaison with RAF equipment officer of 8th AF has been highly 
satisfactory and many needed items both expendable and non
expendable have been procured through this source. Some 
expendable items, particularly photographic, are common to both 
Engineer and Air Corps Supply, and were obtained from Air Corps 
when not readily procurable through normal Engineer Supply. 
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COMPANY ADMINISTRATION, SUPPLY AND  MESS. 

The mission of the headquarters platoon of H &S Company 
cannot be put down in specific details . To them was assigned the 
responsibility of company administration, mess, supply and 
general housekeeping. 

Due to the variety of cells in the company, the 
administrative authority was delegated as far as possible to the 
individual platoon leader, the company headquarters keeping an 
overall control of the cells. This cut down most of the 
confusion of breaking channels by going directly to company 
headquarters. The administration of passes was by far the most 
difficult task of the company headquarters. After several 
systems had failed, it was decided to leave the matt er entirely 
with the platoon leaders. This system work with a minimum of 
confusion. Other administrative problems were handled with 
regular Army procedure. 

The problem of supply for the company was one of the worst 
problems it had to solve. The various kinds of supplies handled 
and the numerous cells of the company to be suppli ed created many 
problems. When the company was first activated it had seven 
different cells all using vastly different technical supplies. 

The first problem was to supply two map depots and a No. 1 
mess team, which were sent out on detached service when the 
battalion was activated. After much confusion it was decided 
that the Map Depots should draw their supplies from the Ninth Air 
Force and not through this headquarters. Once the problem was 
solved the supply system worked smoothly with the Battalion 
Supply Section doing a good job of acquiring the necessary 
supplies. The worst problem encountered was the control of 
supplies to the different sections and betwe en companies. This, 
of course, was a problem for Battalion Supply but caused many 
headaches for the company supply sections. It was finally driven 
home to the platoon leaders that no property would be exchanged 
or shifted from one section to another without clearing through 
the supply officer. This established the necessary control and 
worked well. 

Salvage, laundry and dry cleaning have always been and 
probably always will be a problem to the supply section. It has 
never worked to complete satisfaction since this company has been 
in existence. Salvage had been too long coming back until a 
directive came out allowing an item to be requisitioned upon 
being declared salvageable by the supply officer and letting the 
man use it until it could be replaced.· The laundry and dry 
cleaning was handled by civilian contract and has never been 
satisfactory. 

With the activation of the battalion, the mess section was 
established as a separate cell with three  types of mess teams. 
These teams were numbered one, two and three. The No. 1 team was 
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sent out with the two Map Depot. This team consist ing of  three 
men was equ ipped to serv ice up to 50 men. The other teams were 
sent along to P inetree as an advanced echelon to establish 
mess ing fac il ities for the ma in body to follow. The f irst 
impression of  our mess hall was very discouraging. Most of  the 
equ ipment ava ilable was of  Br it ish make and not su ited for mass 
messing fac il ities. The W ing, which the battal ion was dest ined 
to become a part of, had decided that the mess should be 
consolidated and each unit shou ld ass ign all mess personnel to a 
w ing mess off icer. W ith the central control and muchhard work 
the mess was set in operation. The British equ ipment furnished 
the mess proved very unsat isfactory and it was dec ided to set in 
operation the f ield ranges and equ ipment. This equ ipment worked 
very satisfactory and no d i ff iculty was encountered in prepar ing 
the food. The next problem was heating enough water for proper 
cleaning purposes . A modern water heating system was insta lled 
and the problem was solved. The most deplorable thing about the 
mess was that the men had to eat out of  mess k its. This 
cond ition was never remedied. The overall operation of the mess 
and the qual ity and food put out by it was h ighly commendable. 

Under the general housekeep ing duties o f  the platoon fell 
the carpenter shop. This section was organized to perform 
various utility jobs. This ranged from carpentry to electr ical 
work and plumb ing. At f irst, all carpenters in the battal ion was 
ass igned to the shop and operated under the d irect ion supervis ion 
of  the headquarters platoon leader. W ith work request pour ing in 
from all sect ions of  the battal ion, and absolutely no lumber 
ava ilable, the s ituation look hopeless. This problem was solved 
by salvaging boxes, in which paper and other supplies were 
received. Th is salvaged lumber adequately took care of  all the 
immediate carpentry demands. The next problem was encountered 
when winter ization of  the tents in the company area was 
unde rtaken. Aga in the problem o f  lumber supply crept in. This 
was overcome by using bomb boxes which worked very 
satisfactor ily. 

At f irst there were no prov isions made for a separate 
battalion electr ical and ma intenance shop but after due 
consideration it was decided to incorporate them into the 
carpenter shop and put the who le thing under one head. Then the 
carpenter shop became as well an electrical and ma intenance 
shop--a ll functioning under one superv isor. This one shop then 
handled all f irst echelon ma intenance and repa i r  on all technical 
equipment for all companies. This system had worked w ith a 
m in imum of  confus ion and max imum eff iciency. 
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TRANSPORTATION SECTION 

Assembled on the edge of London on April 1944 was a 
Battalion of Engineers, newly organiz ed and pat ient l y  wa it ing for 
orders to move. A small percentage of these troops were the men 
who made up the transportat ion sect ion. While everyone was 
wa iting for the word " GO ", these men were covering the h ighways 
of a strange country from morning to night, collect ing the 
necessary material W'hich was urgently needed to carry their part 
of the war. It was yet too early to have a system to control 
th is mobile group as the drivers and their vehicles were 
scattered over pract ically every sect ion of England, preventing 
the assem bl ing of the entire body of men at any place in any one 
t ime. Still, plans had to be made to shape t he section into an 
eff ic ient working team to carry out and meet the requirements set 
forth by higher authorit ies. This burden rested on the shoulders 
of the off icer in charge, Capt. (then l ieutenant) G len L. 
Anderson. H is mission, w ith the close cooperat ion of h is men was 
to place properly each man in a position where he was best 
suited, maintain a large fleet of trucks and stat ionary equipment 
to such a degree that the entire battalion could be moved on 
immediate not ice, and to operate each department o f  the 
transportation section w ith the utmost eff iciency and economy. 

As the days rolled by, equ ipment arrived and more time was 
on hand to be used in laying the framework of a well-organized 
unit. Each man was processed and placed in posit ion, departments 
were set up w ith an NCO in charge and an outline of the procedure 
which was to be followed. Orders were issued for the entire 
battalion to move to a location some 30 miles northwest of London 
where work would be carried on in the future. Here again a heavy 
burden rested on the shoulders of the transportation section. 
Supplies had to be moved, equipment had to be transferred and men 
had to be shifted. Cont inuously and men and vehicles followed 
the roads from one camp to another, driving long hours and not 
stopping until the entire job was f inished. This move was the 
first to prove the dependabil ity and speed of this mob ile unit. 

Upon arrival at the new camp, time was available to put int o 
operat ion the plans which had been la id for the sect ion 
operations. Immed iately men were assigned the veh icles to which 
he was best su ited as well as to his own l ik ing wherever 
possible. The mechanics were assigned an equal number of 
vehicles which were h is responsibil ity in mainta ining to a h igh 
standard. Also clerks and dispatchers were guided into positions 
to authoriz e trips and keep an authentic record of each move that 
took place where transportat ion was concerned. 

The battal ion's work at t he new camp was to be done in 
colla boration with the 325th Photo Wing Recon, which, in course, 
applied also t o  the transportation section. Working together, 
they formed a Motor Pool of nearly 200 vehicles of various types. 
The Motor Pool cons isted of three Air Force Squadrons and one 
Engineer Battalion, all of which were equipped with practically 
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the same number of vehicles under the control and supervis ion of 
the Motor Poo l Officer. This un it operated eff ic iently and 
regularly w ith a steady increase in the output of work as the 
months passed by. 

In July 19 4 4, Lt. Malcolm L. Rose replaced Capt. Anderson as 
chief of the Motor Pool. It was h is job to carry out what had 
already been started and make allowances for what was to come in 
the immediate future. The output now was near ing its peak and 
the wheels of progress seemed to be turning at a cr it ical per iod. 

To ma inta in the present and future capac ity, prov is ions had to 
be made in order to keep both men and veh icles in the best of 
condition. Orders were coming in from Supreme Headquarters 
emphas izing the tire shortage, a more r igid preventat ive 
ma intenance program for vehicles and the urgent need for more 
transportat ion. Immediately, the battal ion responded by 
reorganizing the various departments and creating the necessary 
new ones. The mechanics were now fully occupied on a program of 
preventative ma intenance, such as inspections, tests, and 
adjustments, bes ides their pr imary task of mak ing repa irs. Tr ips 
were rotated among the drivers to prevent driv ing fatigue and a 
safeguard aga inst accidents. Clerks and d ispatchers rev ised 
the ir department to where the max imum amount of eff ic iency could 
be obtained in a l im ited amount of t ime. Another new department 
to be put into operat ion was the Paint Department. The purpose 
of this department was to ma inta in good appearance, prevent rust, 
and keep equ ipment properly marked, according to regulations. 
All these rev is ions paid well in mainta ining the h igh standard on 
which successful operation was achieved. 

The later part of July 19 4 4  to April 19 45 was a period of 
relentless work and travel for this section. Of the four units 
operating the W ing Motor Pool, the Engineer dr ivers handled 40% 
of the total number of tr ips each day, covering an average 
distance of 2000 m iles. F rom early morning unt il late at n ight, 
these men and the ir vehicles roared along the network of 
h ighways, br inging in supplies and del ivering the pr iceless 
cargoes into the r ight hands. Not once was there a letup. R igid 
schedules had to be met and at no t ime dur ing the day or n ight 
was the Transportation Section without a crew on duty. 

One cold day in Decembe r, 19 4 4, orders came to split the 
Battalion in half. One part rema ined at it's present location 
and the other settled in Belgium near the small town of Virton. 
Here again the task of mov ing faced the men of the transportation 
unit, but th is time a shortage of vehicles was on hand. It was 
obv ious that this wr inkle had to be ironed out and at the same 
t ime avoid tamper ing w ith the plans for the movement. The best 
vehicles were assembled to be loaded with e ither equipment or 
supplies and proceed with the unit which was bound for its new 
home in Europe. At the same t ime, in a move to prevent 
operations from be ing held up, we haunted the car parks and 
supply depots to secure vehic les for the rema ining unit to be 
used to continue carrying out the work. Mob ile equ ipment was 
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very scarce at this stage of the war but fortunately every 
missing vehicle was replaced even though _ the condition of each 
unit was surprisingly poor. Many of the trucks failed on the 
trip to the camp. Still, each piece either limped or was towed 
into the motor pool where a stiff program of repair lay in front 
of the mechanics. 

To deal with the parts situation , the section immediately 
set out to explore the supply depots and Ordinance Units in order 
to rush the filling of the requisitions. Articles on order and 
not in stock were obtained by searching the salvage sites or any 
other place where a trace of a vehicle was to be found. Slowly 
but surely, the essential parts and repairs were properly taken 
care of. The mechanics did a fine job, working from early 
morning and late into the night with the aid of flood lights. I f  
a job was held up on account of a part that had not as yet 
arrived, the mechanics moved to another vehicle to carry on the 
work. The period of time that was available to finish the entire 
program was unbelievably short, but when the day came for the 
part of the organization to move away, the new equipment was 
waiting on the line in good condition, ready for immediate use. 
Not one unit looked scanty, but instead, looked, and was, a 
vehicle fresh from the assembly line with new life of service 
ahead. Each vehicle, as it pulls along the highway, is a 
"Glamour Girl" not only in appea ranee, but performance as we 1 1. 
The equipment and men of this section have been a topic of 
comment for their remarkable service and achievements in an 
effort to help bring the war to an end . 
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COM PANY "A" HISTO RY 

DRAFTING 

Alt hough Company "A" c onsist s  of a Drafting & M osaic 
Section, Map & S ortie Libraries and Indexing & P l ot ting Section, 
t his report deals particularly with t he Drafting Section inasmuch 
as t he hist ories of t he ot her units are documented separately. 
An at tempt has been made t o  present a representat ive cross
section of t he w ork in which this section t ook part,  and in 
presenting it fairly without exaggeration or excuses. 

Company "A" fulfil led a l l  t hose demands made upon it by 
accepting any and a l l  drafting requisites as pertains t o  map 
production. The terse statement , "drafting requisites as 
pert a ins t o  map product i on" s ounds simple en ough, but it naively 
describes a resp onsibility fraught with t he uncert ainties and 
f luidity of modern warfare. Ever changing bat t le fr onts and 
relocation of vital air targets ca lled f or an organiz ation highly 
f lexible and aggressive, ready t o  meet t he t asks placed bef ore 
it. 

For purp oses of brevity alone , no at tempt wi l l  be made t o  
compile a comp lete r oster of t he w ork accomplished. Here then 
are pr ojects, considered first in importance, and t hose which 
brought fort h a l l  t he ingenuity, ski ll and perseverance of an 
extremely versati le body of men : Airfield maps, tactica l target 
maps, radar navigation maps, special air navigation charts used 
in b lind bombing, operationa l air maps, airfield defense ( flak 
maps ),  phot o /bombardier maps, oblique bombardier /navigat or target 
charts of strategic targets, instrument let-down maps, phot o 
maps, t own p lans, drafting of rectificati on charts, preparation 
of trigonometric data over lay s, exposure ana lysis charts, grid 
conversion maps, air instructi on and precaution p osters and 
pi l ot ' s  handbo oks. 

The very essence of t his ambitious program is c oncea led by 
technical tit les which tell lit t le of t he effort expended t o  meet 
t he unusual demands peculiar t o  much of this work. Yet by virtue 
of t he men ' s  enthusiastic efforts, all duties incurred were 
satisfact orily completed on or bef ore t he specified dates of 
completion. The t errific a l lied air offensive of the pre
invasion period was particu lar ly demanding. Unstinting effort of 
each man and the best usage of his own know ledge was ca l led f or 
and expected. In most instances these specia l assignments 
required t he Company t o  w ork on a c ontinuous three shift basis, 
instead of t he n orma l  two  shift w ork week. 

To i l lustrate t he Company ' s  outstanding accomp lishments t hat 
c ontributed t o  the success of t he strategic warfare w ou ld be a 
stupendous task, but one w ort hy of full c onsideration if 
ci rcurnstance s did not deem ot herwise. H owever, severa l 
exceptional examp les can be cited which br ought f orth  t he many 
commendations best owed upon t he C ompany by higher aut hority .  
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Our first item for serious deliberation will be the Specia l 
Air navigation Maps for use by the U . S .  Eighth Air Force . This 
map covers 2�20' of latitude and 4°20 1 longitude, and was 
referred to by airplane navigators as an essential aid in 
navigating to the target and returning to their bases in England . 
Heretofore, no other map existed showing only those features 
required for na vigation . A special feature of this map was the 
representation of town shapes as recorded through the medium of 
Radar photographic apparatus popularly called a "Mickey " .  Known 
airdromes, landing fields, large towns, industrial areas, large 
streams and bodies of water, and railroads through towns were 
annotated in this series . Thirty maps of this type were produced 
in four colors totaling 120 separate drawings . Four revisions or 
editions were made due to improvements in the "Mickey ", and for 
numerous other reasons . As multiple colors demand accurate 
registration between plate s, particular attention had to be given 
to the drafting phase of the work .  

During the month of February, 1945, an entirely new and 
outstanding Radar Navigation Map was developed and produced under 
the direction of the 942nd Engineers and the Eighth Air Force 
Radar Training School . Similar to the Special Air Navigation 
Map, they differed in that relief effects were added, town shapes 
were taken directly from aerial photos and map shapes, and that 
complete railroad systems were added and spot elevations shown . 
In representing relief effects, great difficulty was encountered 
in a technique entirely foreign to the facil ities at t he 
Company's disposal . Patient experimenting and repeated failures 
eventually e vol ved a workable solution to the problem with the 
result that a method yielding the desired effect was developed . 
After the first map was finished the representati ve of this unit 
and the Eighth Air Force visited the scene of its flight test . 
Conferences were held which resulted in no major changes or 
suggestions, much to the Company's satisfaction in having added 
another victory to its score .  In this series 8 maps of 4 colors 
each were produced, 6 covering the continent and two covering 
England . The Pacific Theater of Operations will undoubtedly put 
this type of map to effective use and, with good cause, this 
Company will share in its achievements. 

Flak maps represented the most important operational work 
incumbent on the Company . These pinpointed all known anti
aircraft batteries on the continent and were revised each month 
according to information received from sources familiar with the 
ever changing battle front . These sources, the Eighth and Ninth 
Air Forces and the Royal Air Force, supplied this information 
roughly presented on kodatrace sheets. These sheets of kodatrace 
were used as o verlays for a standard base map series also 
prepared by the 942nd Engineers .  It was this Company's job to 
take these sheets, register them against the co rresponding base 
map, intensify and correct them�opaque all lettering, symbols, 
and other marked areas and add border information . Difficulties 
occurred in per forming the task of preparing these maps. First, 
a new type of opaque ink had to be mixed up in order that one of 
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the requisites, comp lete density o f  a ll information on each 
kodatrace sheet, be met . This was necessary for the " Deep Etch" 
type of reproduction used on this occasion. Second, the 
continued usage of the origina l kodatraces, brought back for 
numerous corrections and/or additions, and the scarcity of supply 
of these sheets, warranted very carefu l work in re-re gist rat ion 
and in the correction and addition of the opaquing . The number 
of these maps initia l ly averaged about 36 each month. While 
experimenting with improvements on these maps, the originating 
agencies sometimes ha lted work on a l l  the f lak maps, which then 
meant dup lication in drafting. With the advent of sizeab le 
al lied victories in Europe, the number of flak maps produced each 
month was gradua lly reduced. 

Important work done for the Air Ministry inc luded a series 
of Night Target Maps . Sketches of the information to be drafted 
were submitted by the British. Requirements for this series were 
great . Extreme care and accuracy was demanded in the drafting of 
the p lates, because the RAF used them for actua l night bombing 
missions . For each of the 32 maps comp leted, a base map, three 
kodatrace sheets and an aerial photograph were necessary. One 
unusua l feature about this particu lar job was the use of co lor. 
Magenta was combined with black to reach the fina l desired 
effect . Five actua l tones of co lor were derived from these three 
sheets of kodatrace : magenta overlaying ha lftone b lack signifying 
roads, bui lt-up a reas and towns, and mileage circ les ; pure 
magenta to indicate the target ; halftone black covering the fu ll 
map area except for the target and water ; black to indicate 
railroads, wooded area and marginal data ; and which which 
represented a ll water. 

As an added feature 
maps were made of France 
Topographic Engineer Bn. 
to a sca le of 1 : 25, 000. 

indicating Company "A's" versatility, 20 
in the Benson Series for the 660th 

This series was three color maps made 

The Of fice of Strategic Services considered the advisability 
of having a Land Utilization Map, and authorization was given to 
prepare and reproduce the pro ject . A tota l of eight separate 
co lor p lates were invo l ved requiring considerab le ski l l  in 
registrat ion and dra fting of the areas . 

Another large job dispatched with great ski l l  by Company "A" 
was the Town Plans made for the Office of Chief Engineer, ETOUSA . 
The cities covered included Stettin, Prague, Danzig, Krefe ld, 
Koenigsberg, Cheltenham and Wanneickel. The work involved 
considerable preparation . The procedure was to re vise the 
existing map of the area and draft all the necessary features in 
black. This b lack plate was then used as a master p late from 
which b lue line plates were made. Four of these blue lines were 
necessary, one for each co lor for each town p lan. The rea l 
drafting work was then done on the blue plates. Aeria l 
photographs showed that revisions were necessary on these blue 
p lates making the work still more arduous. 
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New developments in mo dern warfare also bring about new 
developments in map requirements. Paratroop units neede d  special 
maps to work wit h, and so Annotated Photo Maps were designed. 
Thirt y of these maps were made in all. There were two sections 
to the work involved. One was a mosaic and the other was the 
drafting . The latter was done on acetate and consisted of 
marking all the  outstan ding feat ures required such as roa ds, 
railroads , water, factories, etc. 

Some of the important types of maps and charts to which 
Company II A II has done have been dis cussed. Now we come to the 
remainder of the work which is in realit y another phase of 
accomplishment similarly as important as what a lready has been 
covered. Wherever and whenever there is a group o f  human beings 
embodies in an arme d force, there will natura lly be a demand for 
instructiona l and informational posters and charts a long wit h  
graphs and other similar art work. Among the personnel of 
Company "A" are a number of men who have had a practical civilian 
experience in this t ype or work . These men were depended upon to  
do most of this specialized drafting. The jobs accomplished 
inclu ding air brush work were "Lessons in Escape", Charts for Air 
Crews, "Rocket Racket", and "History of 8 AF Book". Also drafted 
were rect ification charts, trigonometric data overlays and 
exposure analysis charts. Other miscellaneous items were pilot s  
handbooks , air instructions and precaution posters and 
organizational charts. The usual procedure in most cases 
consisted  of merely outlining the requirements of the job and 
leave the fina l development and design up to the men. A great 
many beneficial improvements were made possib le by this metho d  of 
handling the j obs. 

Through the course of our problems encountered in our many 
projects undertaken by t he drafting section, it was found 
necessary for personnel to have some know le dge of the problems 
and technical procedures of t he Reproduction Sect ion. A limited 
amount of time ha d to  be given all personnel in this additiona l 
training. 

It is to Company "A ' s" credit that all assignments were 
discharged with utmost dispatch despite deficiencies brought 
about by unusual demands peculiar to some t ype of work. Wit h  a ll 
due credit to  the ingenuit y of men faced with an unfamiliar task, 
it has been this company ' s  experience to fin d some of its 
personnel inadequately trained in the fundamenta ls of drafting. 
Realizing that t he very substance o f  map making revolves about 
the proper use of drafting instruments. It is axiomatic that men 
must be taught their proper use. In many instances, 
circumstances were encountered whereby a ll the mechanical 
equipment at the Company ' s  disposal was of lit tle use to surmount 
a particular required obstacle. 

Equipment,  on the whole, has been satisfactory, although a 
few suggestions will not be out of or der in the light of the 
Company ' s  experiences when confronted with irregular commitments. 
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A particular and vital part of the C ompany's equipment is the 
drafting set and the general opini on of the men leans t oward the 
need of a set of better quality instruments . The C ompany 's 
drafting sets did not include c ont ouring pens of required quality 
which is necessary in map pr oduction. 

An e xtremely large quantity of acetate w ork ta xed the 
C ompany's all otted number of 36" x 36 " illuminated, glas s t op , 
drafting tables t o  the e xtent that the Battali on 's carpenter shop 
was requisitioned t o  make additi onal tables. Such tables are 
indispensable for purp oses of intensifying all ink w ork done on 
sheet acetate and aligning registration for c ol or separation. A 
50% increase in allotment of these tables is rec ommended. 

Ink is the life blood of the drafting r o om, therefore should 
be of good quality . Black ink prep onderantly overshadows all 
others in usage, but has to be more satisfact ory than the 
standard brands we have been using in order t o  meet the 
requirements of w orking on sheet acetate, that the ink be opaque 
and dense black so  as to be imper vi ous t o  light. We were often 
unnecessarily delayed because of the lack of a good quality ink. 

The C ompany had not l ong been in operation when 
extra ordinary assignments required the need of an Air Brush . The 
Battali on Table of Equipment did n ot call for such equipment, but 
thr ough abs olute necessity a machine was pr ocured . This valuable 
adj unct should be included in al l Unit T/E's . 

Summing up the recommendati ons on equipment, perhaps the 
most seri ous appeal whi ch can be made is in respect t o  the 
replacement of w orn or faulty equipment. 

The organizati onal chart of Company "A" indicates a very 
admirable situati on in regards t o  the routing of w ork within the 
drafting r ooms thr ough the Operati ons Secti on . 

Just as map making requires men adapted t o  the mechanical 
aspects of the w ork so it demands a class of men adept in the art 
of freehand w ork. T oo often the C ompany's efficiency was been 
impaired by the temp orary l oss of technical pers onnel drawn out 
of the ranks for purp oses of per f orming details relevant to 
Battali on "housekeeping" . No one denies the necessity of these 
"details" t o  accomplish their end, but such tasks c ould be 
performed by Duty Soldiers, MOS 590, the number of which is all 
too few. 

So l ong as men strive f or e xistence and achievement in some 
ch osen field, it is their prer ogative t o  desire a just and fair 
considerati on in matters concerning rewards f or duties fulfilled . 
This reas onable attitude is t o  be especially appreciated when a 
difference in rec ompense exists between two individuals or gr oups 
of pe ople performing the same tasks . Giving due c onsiderati on t o  
the C ompany 's commendati ons and e xtra-ordinary achievements as 
c ompared with similar organizati ons which have been justly 

28 



rewar ded for meritorious services performed, the opinion is held 
that so far as official recognition is concerned , Company "A" and 
the entire Battalion has been underrated. 
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THE MOSAIC SECTION 

Soon a fter the 942nd Engr . (Avn) Topo . Bn . commenced 
operations , an urgent need developed for photo maps of  specific 
areas to be used by both the Ground and Air Forces . To meet 
these demands it was necessary to organize a separate section 
composed of personnel from the drafting platoons . This 
particular section had to be capable of  producing photomaps from 
aerial photographs in extremely short time interva ls . Too , it 
had to be capable of  constructing these photomaps , accurate in 
azimuth detail , and simultaneously retaining a uniform scale . 
Thus a separate mosaic section was formed a section which 
rapidly proved to be an important adjunct to the drafting 
sect ions . 

A considerable number of the personnel had only a limited 
conception of  mosaic construction and were not sufficiently 
acquainted with the work to do the improvising which was required 
on some equipment . However , due to the enthusiasm and efforts of 
the officers and personnel , these difficulties were not only 
overcome , but it was possible to eliminate other obstacles , each 
of which , in itself , was capable o f  causing serious 
inconvenience . For instance , the problem of ratioing all prints 
to the required scale involved making the necessary computations 
for the rectification of tipped and tilted photographs . This 
would have been comparatively simple with the aid of appropriate 
instruments; howe ver , this was a section of makeshift equipment , 
therefore the computation of  the angle of tip and tilt and 
solution of intricate details of rectification was accomplished 
by such primitive methods as the tilting the easel of the camera 
to coincide with the computed ang le . Fortunately , the larger 
portion of the work required only a straight ratio . 

Due to the time element involved , the great number of 
available enemy maps , the variation of the mapping system in the 
Theat re of Operations , and the general purposes for which these 
mosaics were needed, it became mandatory that t he more precise 
method of controlled mosaics be abandoned in favor of  a less 
accurate but more speedier means of construction . A period of 
experimentation eventually e vol ved a technique which proved 
eminently satisfactory . 

During its early stages , the work consisted chiefly of the 
laying of ratioed photographs in which the matching of the detail 
was the primary basis . This method was most applicable for the 
laying of "strip mosaics" -- that is mosaics that were composed 
of not more than four or five sorties taken approximately 
paralle 1 to each other . Howe ver , w here larger areas we re 
involved , this form of  mosaic construction proved inadequate in 
that it afforded absolutely no control as regards angular or 
linear scale . This is readi ly understood in c onsidering that not 
only was the section responsible for the actual construction , but 
was also obliged to select the majority o f  the coverage used in 
the work , coverage that had to be obtained from many different 
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sorties, taken at various a ltitudes, w ide ly diverse types of 
cameras (American and British) at different t imes and varying in 
d irect i on fr om para l le l  to perpend icu lar to  each other ; 
theref ore, as the demand f or large area mosa ics steadily 
increased, the lay ing of unc ontr o l led mosaics was d isc ontinued 
and experiments were undertaken in the h ope of finding some quick 
and convenient method which aff orded adequate means of contr o l . 

After overcoming many initia lly discouraging obstac les, a 
"Semi-Contr o l led" type of construct i on was ad opted, a lthough n ot 
being such in the orthodox sense . F or this reas on, we c ontinued 
to designate a l l  m osaic s as "Uncontr o l led . "  This particu lar type 
of photomap is prepared by first rati o ing ph otographs to  a base 
map whose scale is 1:25,000 and then converting b oth the maps and 
photographs to  the sca le at which the mosaic is t o  be la id . The 
base maps are then mounted on secti ona l b oards, and the photos 
laid over the� affording en ough c ontro l  t o  suit the f ina l  purp ose 
f or which it was intended . It may be pointed out here that if it 
were possib le to lay the base maps t o  the required sca le bef ore 
the prints were ratioed, the work w ou ld be great ly fac i litated . 
This is due to  the fact that any discrepancy ar ising from 
incorrect match ing of maps or the error intr oduced by stretching 
individua l maps during the mounting process w ou ld automatica l ly 
be adjusted in the rati o  of the individua l phot ographs. As time 
was a lways an imp ortant factor, h owever, it was necessary to  
rati o  the ph ot ographs whi le the base maps were in the process of  
being printed to  the appr opriate sca le . 

When the en larged base maps have been rece ived from the 
reproducti on unit, they are mounted on pressed wood b oards which 
measure 45 x 42 inches . These b oards are butted together in 
order to  prov ide a base f or the comp lete area of the mosaic . The 
size of these b oards is determined by the sheet size 15 x 21, 
which in turn is contr ol led by the s ize of the camera p late and 
the optimum dimensi ons for cutting the coated paper stock on 
which mosaics are eventua l ly repr oduced . This latter fact or was 
important because of the scarcity of this type of paper. The 
method of hav ing a standard board saved much time, due to  the 
fact that it was p ossib le to  separate each comp leted board from 
the mosaic without effecting the unfinished p ortions of the w ork . 
Thus the pr ocess of laying and repr oducing may be carried out 
simu ltane ous ly. 

Dating fr om the offens ive launched at the N ormandy shores 
throughout the sweep thr ough France, Be lgium, the enormous task 
of affecting the Rhine c rossing and the f ina l advance into the 
heart of Germany, this secti on p layed an imp ortant r o le. It is 
w orthy of note that during the per i od pri or to  D-Day, a three
shift basis was inaugurated just to  compute m i l itary coordinates 
of tactica l p oints on indiv idua l phot ographs of the N ormandy 
beachhead -- photographs which p layed an imp ortant r o le in the 
determination of enemy strongpoints, d ispositi on of troops, and 
in furnishing other v ita l ly essentia l inf ormati on . T o  he lp 
a l lev iate the burden of neutra l izing the str ong enemy pos ition, 
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it was necessary that the Allied ga i n  every p oss ible b it of  
inf ormat i on concerning the numerous str ongp o i nts a l ong the 
Cherb ourg pen i nsu la , and as aer ial photographs are by far the 
most effic ient means of ga i ning such inf ormat i on, this secti on 
was called up on t o  make unc ontr olled photomaps of such key p o i nts 
as Vire, Aveanches and St. Lo. The decisi on to bypass certain 
f ortified towns was not alone based on the merits of their size 
nor their re lative p os it i on ;  an important fact or w as the strength 
of their fortif ications. These can best be ascerta i ned by the 
a id of tesse l lated aeria l phot ographs ; consequent ly, as the 
allied forces gained m omentum , this unit was ca lled upon to  
pr oduce photomaps of such memorable towns as St. Ma l o , Brest , 
Lorient , Nantes , Rennes , and town plans of Laval a nd Le-Mans. 

Whi le the tactica l Air F orces were steadi ly p ounding the 
enemy ' s  strongp oints, transp ortat i on systems, ammunit i on dumps, 
water w orks, and i ndustri a l  areas, the Strategic Air F orces were 
attacking oil dumps , factor ies a nd communication systems mi les i n  
advance o f  the gr ound troops. Necessity demanded the production 
of mosa ics of large areas in order that the most urgent m iss i ons 
might be determined. Some of the work acc omp l ished i n  this regard 
included mosaic s of such areas as fr om Le Havre t o  Paris and of 
such towns as Melun, the imp orta nt f ortress t owns a l ong the Marne 
River a nd that most d iff icu lt str ongp oint o f  Mets ; then on t o  
D i j on ,  Strasburg, Nancy, Mulhouse, Troyes, Verdun and Leige. 

The w ork was not only concerned with the prep aration of 
mosa ics for the Air and Gr ound F orces, but proved equa l ly 
instrumental i n  the prep arat i on f or the Great Al l ied Airborne 
invasions of Ni j megan , Arnhem , Valke nsw aard and Grave. These 
mosa ics were s o  extensively used that the demand for them far 
e xceeded the i nitial  requ irements, and addit i ona l  copies had t o  
be re-run. 

It may be interest ing t o  note that w ithout the support of a 
maj or seaport i n  southern France, the invas i on of that area may 
have had an ent irely d i f fe rent outcome. Here aga i n  this secti on 
proved to be of assistance i n  the construction o f  a detailed 
townplan of Marse i l les and var i ous mosaics of the surrounding 
area. Significant mosa ics of such towns as Tr ier, one of the 
gateways to the M oselle Va l ley, Ju lich, Duren, Gladbach a nd 
Cleve , were a ls o  completed. 

Inasmuch as t he Strategic Air F orces were al l otted an 
important role in the neutra liz ation of the S iegfried L i ne and 
defenses , it was required that we make m osaics of these 
str ongp oints f or both the Air and Ground operati ons. These 
operations were of such a scale that mosa ics were prepared of the 
ent ire Rhine River. A detai led mosaic of Berli n  has just been 
comp leted. This will undoubtedly prove of invaluable assista nce 
to the Al lied occupational tro ops. 

I n  recapitulation , it is w orthy of note that this section of 
improvised instruments and materia ls, i nexperienced personnel ; 
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handicapped by the different procedures required by various 
customers, successfu lly met every demand made upon it. Certai n  
alterations could have been made which wou ld have greatly 
accelerated and raised the standards of the work. One of the 
major handicaps was the lack of equipment such as a Saltzman 
enlarger needed to adjust the many tipped and ti lted photographs 
used. Too, there were many items easily obtained in  the zone of 
the interior that were unobtainable in  this area, and so 
difficu lt shortages were encountered because of the fact that our 
operations extended far beyond our initia l miss ion. The 
unfortunate resu lt was that we had to resort to improvising which 
in turn resulted in the loss of invaluable time. 

Another problem which bears mentioning is t he delay realized 
in obtaining aeria l negatives after we have selected the 
coverage . The major delay may be attributed to the fact that the 
negatives were used by many different organizations and were 
acquired in terms of priorities. Although this handicap cannot 
wholly be eliminated, the delay could be lessened considerab ly if 
the films and libraries were more centrally located; thus 
eliminating unnecessary channels. 

Fina lly, mention is made of unnecessary difficulties 
encountered because of customer 's failure to provide initia l ly, 
sufficient and specific data. In  some instances, we started a 
job with definite procedures only to have our ent ire conception 
of the projects altered at  a lat er date. The u nfortunate result 
was that invariably a state of confusion persisted throughout t he 
entire section, not to mention t he unnecessary delay which in 
some of these cases d id result in  cancellat ion of work on or just 
before completion. 

A conclusion to this report must emphasize t he fact that in 
spite of the obstacles described herein, not only was the initial 
mission successfully completed, but it was expanded and enabled 
the section to be of greater va lue than had been origina l ly 
expected. 
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MAP LIBRARY SE CT I ON 

The mission of the Map L ibrary Se c t ion was to establish and 
maintain a l ibrary conta ining large s cale maps , mo sa i cs and town 
plans for PI use and to supply groups w i th in the w ing w i th maps 
pert inent to fly ing. 

A tot al of 1 2 0  map cab inets and cases were se cured and se t 
up in the map se c t ion of the library. File copi es and stock on 
6 0  major GSGS map series of Germany , France , Holland and Belg i um ,  
13 0 0  other separate m iscellaneous ser ies cover ing near east , 
Afr i ca and the whole of  Europe , 16 AMS ser ies of Far East , small 
s cale maps cover ing the wor ld and all major types of maps of 
England were se cured. In add it ion , orders were handled by th is 
se ct ion for fl y ing groups w i th in the w ing for the follow ing types 
of maps : H igh alt i tude fighter maps , GSGS Plott ing Ser ies , USAAF 
Plott ing Ser ies , Spe c ial A ir nav igation , USAAF M i ckey Maps and 
Loran and GEE charts. F ile cop ies of 85 0 mosai cs of different 
towns , etc , of Europe and mosa i cs of approx. 1 : 25 , 0 0 0  scale of a 
large port ion of Germany were held. 

File cop ies of 680 town plans were held in add it ion to 
numerous sets of books of thru route town plans. 

Indexes show ing availabil ity were maintained for all maps 
held. I t  was ne c essary to draw up indexes of all ma jor maps for 
conversion and clar i ty. 

Permanent and temporary issue books were used for se cur ing 
sto ck re cords kept in the sto ck re cord book. 

A card f ile was maintained for mosai cs in a lphabet i cal order 
by  countr ies. Town plans were f iled in man ila folders 
alphabe t i cally. 

Unde r unusual events the follow ing o c curred : On 3 August 4 4  
an order for maps to be delivered b y  a ir b y  noon 4 August was 
re ce ived from 9th Engr. Command to rel ieve map shortage in that 
command on the cont inent. 

On 2 Sept. 4 4  a large map order of approx. two tons was 
se cured from the depots and dispat ched to the cont inent by noon 
the follow ing day to Hdg. 1 2 th Army Group to rel ieve exist ing 
shortage. 

In Sept. 4 4  orders for maps were re ce ived from D ire ctor of 
Re conna issan ce , 9th AF. These maps were se cured from the depots 
and dispat ched by  air courier to rel ieve e x i s t ing shortages. 

An order from Hdg AAF Washington for 1 0 , 0 0 0  M i ckey maps was 
filled and d ispat ched to the ZI by this se ct ion. 
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PLOTTING SECTION  

The purpose of the Plotting Section was to plot 
reconnaissance sorties, primarily those flown for damage 
assessment or survey sorties flown for the M. I.S. Plots provide 
visua l record of total areas covered by the sortie. 

A Master Plot is the origina l plot composed of cut portions 
of G.S.G.S. maps on which the areas covered by the photos of a 
sortie have been out lined. 

Primary recipient of Master P lots are Cover Section and 
Tracing Section. Photostatic copies are distributed to various 
sections; one copy-p lot is filed with the sortie. 

Upon receipt of a sortie the appropriate entries are made in 
the record. These entries are: sortie number, date, prints, 
F.L., date and time sortie received; person t o  whom sortie is 
assigned for plotting . 

Plotter locates and plots directly on the proper sca le map 
a ll runs in the sortie. G.S.G.S. maps, genera l ly 1: 100, 000 or 
1:250,000 scale are used. The p lotted portions of maps are cut 
out and pasted on cardboard background. Each cut portion 
contains the following information : Latitude and longitude of the 
area, G.S.G.S. series, sheet numbe r, and I.Q. of  the run. The 
label contains: sortie number, date, height, time, F.L., scale, 
print numbers, I.Q. and distribution. 

Completed plot is then checked by Damage Section and Cover 
Section. Final entries are then made in the records inc luding 
date completed, parts to plot, date and time dispatched to 
Reproduction; a lso date and time copy p lots are received from 
Reproduction. 

Equipment used consists of Plotting templates, Uno pens, 
straight edges, p lotting sides such as airfield maps, target 
folders, target identification prints. 

Personne l consists of one officer in charge of section, 19 
EMS and 4 WACS. During regular routine work three shifts 
operated, the ranking noncom of each acting as shift supervisor, 
Day shift worked from 0700 hrs. to 1700; swing shift from 1 7 00 to 
2400, and Graveyard from 24 00 to 0 700. 

The American p lotting section was begun at Medrnenham in 
January 1 944 when one sergeant was assigned to S.A. section to 
plot S.A. sorties suitab le for cover purposes. Later on and with 
additiona l he lp the section began to plot regu lar reconnaissance 
sorties. 
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When the 325th Wing (then the 8th) move d to Pinetree , 
another p lotting group was put under t raining . 

On June 1st 1944 the two groups combine d at Pinetree and 
began op erations as a regu lar se ction . Strength of the se ction 
was one officer and t wenty-five enlist e d  men. 

During sla ck periods other jobs we re done su ch as mak ing 
total cover tra ces, A /F overlays, film and sortie inventor i es. 

STAT I STI CS : Tot al sorties plott e d  to 1st May 1945 2 , 7 10 
Total prints plot t e d  to 1st May 1945 -- 691 , 4 20 
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T RAC ING SECTION 

The mission of  the Tracing Section was to maintain a 
coverage system enabling the PI's to quickly find all cover held 
in the Library of  any given point. 

The following procedure was established at the RAF Library 
and was adopted by this Library. First a 1 : 4, 000, 000 map of  
Europe was subdivided into 190 areas, each area being assigned a 
number and a letter. This map was called the master Trace Map . 
Next, a map of  1 : 250,000 scale was secured for each area. On 
this, the Trace Map, was out lined the areas as shown on the 
master Trace Map. The name o f  the largest city on the Trace Map 
and the area number were then inserted at the b ottom of  each one. 
Then a sheet o f  tracing linen was laid over each Trace Map and 
the area border lined off. The area number was inserted in the 
lower left hand corner, the name in the center under the border 
and in the lower right hand corner the number 1 indicating the 
first trace sheet and a V indicating vertical photos traced. 
When the first trace sheet became full a plus sign was placed 
beside the one to indicate a later sheet in e xistence. When that 
procedure was completed for the 190 area the tracers were ready 
to record cover. 

When the sorties had been plotted in the Plotting Section 
the master Plots were sent to the Tracing Section. There the 
various trace areas on which part s of  the sorties fell were 
entered on the Master Plot. The tracers would then t ake a Master 
Plot and a trace map and Trace Sheet indicated on the Master 
Plot, orient the Master P lot on the Trace Map by coordinates and 
Plinemetry, lay the Trace Sheet over these two with the area 
border on the Trace Sheet falling on the trace map on to the 
Trace Sheet. I f  that was the fi fth sortie to be traced on that 
trace sheet, that number was ticked along the sortie and the 
number five position in an inde x bo x at one side of  the trace 
sheet was filled in with the following information, date of  
sortie was flown, scale quality, sortie number, library reference 
number and pa rt number if the re was more than one sheet to the 
Master Plot. The sortie was then entered in the record book. I f  
the sortie fell over another sortie a different colored ink was 
used for clarification. 

All Master plots made from maps of scales other than 
1: 250,000 had to be pantographed to that scale. The coordinates 
and enough Plinimetry were included for orientation on the Trace 
Map. 

Before the start of operations all of  the trace sheets that 
the RAF Library had drawn up since its activation in 1939 were 
reproduced by the die line met hod for the AAF Library. This 
included the old Trace Series of  all sorties flown prior to July 
1943 consisting of  54 areas and the new trace series of  190 areas 
described above. 
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Operations began in June 19 4 4. There wa s a crew of 8 
tracers and two pantographer s. This crew was unab le to stay 
current and part of the work was turned over to the Draft ing 
Sect ion of Co A, 9 4 2nd Engr s . A new sy stem for tracing was 
fina l ly used by which the AAF Library tracer s simp ly traced the 
Raf Libra ry trace s. This sy stem enab led 6 men in The AAF Tracing 
Section to stay current with 20 RAF L ibrary Tracing Section 
per sonnel. 
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CURRENT SORTIES SECTION 

The mission of the Current Sorties Section was fourfold: to 
record and box al l sorties , to record and file al l p hotostat copy 
plots received in this library, to maintain the Library Reference 
Register and the Conversion Table and to order all sorties 
required on loan from the RAF Medmenham Library. 

Three types of sorties each requiring a different method of 
processing, were received in the Current Sortie Section. They 
were: 

A. Current Reconnaissance 
B. Static Reconnaissance 
C. Strike Attack 

A-Current Reconnaissance Sorties were received directly from 
the Airfield Labs for immediate interpretation. The following 
information on the sortie was recorded in the Current Sortie 
Register: Sortie Number, initials of recorder, date received and 
first and last print number of all cameras. The sortie was 
olaced in a print transit case along with the pilots trace and 
�eli vered to the PI  section. There a sign out card was filled in 
with sortie number, date, name and section of user . This card 
was filed in a signed out card file by sortie number to assist 
subsequent borrowers in locating the sortie. When the first 
interpretation was completed the sortie was returned by the PI 
and then sent in to Plotting Section. At the end of about ten 
days the sortie usually had been plotted and had been assigned a 
Library Reference number by the RAF Library. The sortie was then 
boxed. The 6 11 prints went into 10½ X 10½ X 2 inch boxes and the 
24 " into 8½ X l o½ X 2 inche s. The Library Number was printed on 
one side of the bo x in red ink , and the sortie number printed on 
the lid . RAF Library used b lack ink for their copy. A plot, the 
pilots trace and a sign out card were placed in one of the boxes 
on the lid of which was stamped PLOT INCLOSED. The plot was a 
photostat reproduction of a piece of map on which the prints were 
outlined, showing the area they covered. The bo xer then entered 
the following information on the bo xing and indexing form : sortie 
number, library reference number, check mark to indicate a plot 
was enc losed and number of bo xes in the sortie. The original of 
this form was turned over to the library reference register 
recorder who entered the number of copies (indicated in the 
margin of the B & I form if more than one) and number of boxes 
of each sortie in the library reference register and the library 
reference number, initials of boxer and date boxed in the current 
sortie register. The duplicate of the B & I form was sent with 
the sorties to static sortie section. 

B-Static Reconnaissance Sorties were those on which the 
interpretation, plotting and boxing was done at the RAF station. 
Both copies were held at the RAF Library until those phases where 
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completed. They were then boxed and the copy numbered i n  red i nk 
and was sent t o  t h is l ibrary. These sort i es were entered on t he 
box i ng and Index i ng forms and sent to the stat ic sort ie sect ion 
with one copy of the form. The other copy was turned over to the 
l ibrary reference register recorder who e ntered t he number of 
cop ies and boxes i n  the l ibrary reference reg ister and i n  the 
current sort ie register the sort ie number, init ials of the man 
who checked the sort ie in date received, that i t  was boxed by 
Medmenham and t he l ibrary reference number. 

C-Strike At tack Sort ies were recei ved from SA sect ion after 
the interpretat ion work was completed. The f irst step in 
processi ng was t o  enter i n  the current sort ie register t he SA 
number, init ials of man checki ng i n  the sort ie and the dat e  
received. They were then turned o ver to t he box i ng sect ion. 
There the phot os were separat ed i nto their respect ive Bomb Groups 
and then the followi ng i nformat ion was e ntered on t he SA work 
sheets. 

1 . SA number. 
2. L ibrary reference number (si nce SA's were rece i ved and 

held only i n  t he AAF L ibrary, t he RAF Library, which assigned all 
ot her l ibrary reference numbers, turned over the 17, 0 0 0  and 
27, 0 0 0  block to the AAF l ibrary for assignment to SA ' s. ) 

3. Date SA was flown taken from plot t i ng report.  
4.  Photos received, lowest numbered Bomb Group l isted f irst 

along with sort ies flown by t he Group (An SA sort ie consists of 
photos taken by a number of planes part ic ipat i ng i n  t he at tack. 
Each group of phot os taken by one plane is a sort ie, all the 
sort ies taken dur i ng the attack are collect i vely called a Strike 
Sort ie. ) 

5 .  
6 . 

Target covered, taken from the Plot t i ng report.  
I n i t ials of boxer. 

The sort ies are then boxed i n  the normal box i ng procedure.  
The followi ng i nformat ion was entered i n  t he Str i ke At tack 
Reg ister by the boxer : SA number, dat e  flown, number of boxes, 
number of cop ies, init ials and i ndexi ng form was sent with the 
sort ies to the stat ic sort ie sect i on and the or igi nal copy turned 
over to the l ibrary reference register recorder who entered i n  
the current sort ie register the init ials of the boxer, date boxed 
and the l ibrary reference number. 

The i nformat ion for the library reference register was 
copied from t he RAF l ibrary regist er each day by one man 
delegated the l ia ison man . The recorder for the AAF library 
would enter t he i nformat ion t he AAF library reference register, 
the convers ion table, and the plot book. The conversion table 
was a card f ile kept by sort ie number which converted sort ie 
numbers to l ibrary reference number. 

When plots were received i n  t he l ibrary they were checked i n  
the plot book wh ich was kept by sort ie number. The library 
reference number, i f  ava ilable, and the sort ie number were put on 
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the plots and they were filed in the plot file by library number. 
If the library number was not yet availab le they were f iled 
temporarily by sortie number. The standard distribution for the 
library was one negative photostat copy of reproduction use and 4 
positive copies. Usually however only two positive copies were 
received from squadrons located on the continent. 

The current sortie section ordered all sorties needed on 
loan from the RAF library. A record book was set up showing date 
sortie was ordered sortie number, library number, name of 
borrower, section of borrower, date sortie was received and date 
returned. 
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STATIC SO RTI E  SECTION 

The mission of the Static Sortie Section was to store all 
sorties received by the Library and order and replace all prints 
removed from sorties. 

All sorties received by Static Sortie Section were recorded 
in the I nventory Book, checked for plot and signed out card, and 
placed on the shelves in Library Reference Number order. When a 
sortie was removed from the library, the sign out card was filled 
in and filed in the sign out card file by Library Reference 
Number. When prints were removed from a sortie, the user would 
fill in a print order slip and deposit it in the print order box. 
An order was compiled from these slips about every four days. 
When sorties were returned to the library, they were placed on a 
return counter and shelved by library personnel. This permitted 
checking for missing prints and plots. 

Upon activation, the Static Sortie Section received about 
15,000 sorties, all duplicates of the sorties held in the R.A.F. 
library. These represented about 4 1/2 years of flying. By May, 
19 45, an additional 18,000 Library Reference Numbers were 
assigned. The A.A.F. Library received about 15, 000 of those 
sorties, the rest being Coastal Command and Far East Sorties, 
were held only at the R.A. F. Library. 

The greatest difficulty encountered in the Static Section 
was finding storage space and shelving material. All shelving 
was made from salvaged gun boxes and put up by the Library 
personnel. By December of 19 4 4, sorties were stored in 4 
different rooms. In January, the sorties in the three extra 
rooms were consolidated in one large room where the shelves were 
stacked 1 4  high. One more mass movement was made in which all 
sorties covering Allied occupied territory were removed to 
Nuneham Park. This confined all sorties to one room again for 
about the end of the European War. During all moving periods, 
the library was kept in full operation. 
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COMPANY "B " 
( REPRODUCTION) 

Company "B " is the sole reproduction agency o f  the 
Battalion. Although most of the work done by this section was 
prepared by Company "A " there were many occasions when jobs were 
received which required reproduction only. Often it was 
possible, then, for this section to be extremely busy at times 
when other sub-units of the Battalion were engaged in just normal 
operations. Consequently, working on a 24 hour basis, 3 shifts a 
day, became standard procedure. 

A picture of how Company "B " functioned and the di verse 
oroblems encounter in its operations may be had by following a 
job through the various phases from the time it was received from 
Battalion Operations up to its final completion. 

When a job is delivered to reproduction, it is 
systematically and carefully checked to see that the copy is 
complete and usa ble, and to plan exactly how the job will be 
handled in all sections of the shop. A reproduction job jacket 
is filled out which stays with the copy at all times and contains 
information for each section on exactly how the jo b is to be 
handled. 

The Reproduction Operations section functioned to receive, 
coordinate and plan the most efficient means of reproduction for 
maps, mosaics and other operational material/required by both the 
Air and Ground Forces in this Theatre. 

Since speed, accuracy and the conservation of material were 
of the utmost importance, it was necessary for the operations 
section to examine each individual job as it was recei ved to 
determine the most practical method of reproduction. Orders were 
received for almost every concei va ble type of work, varying from 
simple one color books, pamphlets and posters to more complicated 
maps and charts in as many as seven or eight colors, requir ing a 
great deal of process time and many thousands of impressions. 
Almost without exception, the orders for work were of such a 
nature that speed was of extreme importance and it was not 
unusual for completed printed matter to be deli vered to a 
customer in a matter of hours after the request was received. It 
was therefore imperative that the various jobs be routed through 
the plant so that a minimum of time would be lost in each 
department. To do this, a job ticket was written up giving the 
specification and any special instructions necessary; a handling 
priority established, and this information, together with the 
copy , sent to the Camera section to begin its reproduction 
process. A constant check was kept on each job, as it progressed 
through the various departments to insure that the highest 
possible quality was maintained and the delivery deadline met . 
Very often an unforeseen technical problem would arise, 
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necessitating a complete change in the original method of 
produ ction. Any ma jor changes or revisions were re ceived by this 
office from Battalion Operations and passed on to the se ctions 
con cerned. 

As originally set up, the .T.O. of this Battalion called for 
a Reprodu ction Company of some 185 men and we operated under this 
system for nine months. When, however, the greater majority of' 
the organiz ation, along with most of the more experien ced 
personnel and the major part of the equipment were transferred to 
the Continent, we were fa ced with the prospe ct of produc ing 
almost the same volume of w ork as before with perhaps 5 0% of our 
personnel and 4 0% of equipment. To add to our problem, a 
devastating fire swept the plant, destroying beyond repair most 
of our remaining static equipment, together with our entire 
plate, process and camera rooms. It is interesting to note that 
during this period, when three quarters of our equipment and 
supplies were represented by a heap of smoldering rubble, the 
presses were idle less than twelve hours. Making use of our vans 
and what little could be salvaged from the fire, the men, working 
under the most adverse conditions, managed to keep produ ction 
moving so that most of our commitments were met. 

Too mu ch cannot be said for the various department heads as 
well as the men working under them for the way they carried out 
their tasks during this time, and it was only through their skill 
and efforts that within two months after the fire the produ ction 
figures for this organiz ation rose to the point where they 
compared favorably with those reached be fore the Company was 
separated. 

From reprodu ction operations, the job moves to the camera 
se ction. It is here that work is really initiated, as the copy 
is photographed with a 2 4" x 30" process camera to produ ce the 
negatives that are the basis for all the rest of the reprodu ction 
process. The copy is brought to the desired s cale, the 
"separation negatives" are made for the various co lors, and 
continuous tone copy is shot in "half-tone" to make possible its 
a c curate reprodu ction as a series of tones. 

In addition to the pro cess camera work, this section also 
has several other fun ctions to perform in getting out work 
assigned to the battalion. The w ork falls into three main 
categories : 

(a) The making of line and half-tone negatives, conta ct 
positives, and conta ct negatives. These are used for 
plate making whi ch are in turn put on a printing press 
so that any number of copies can be made. 

(b) The making of conta ct prints, or ratio prints from 
aerial photographs. The ratio prints are all made to a 
predetermined scale to satisfy the demands of the mosai c 
se ction. 

( c) The making of photostat copies of master sortie plots, 
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tracing charts, weather charts, etc. These were 
required usually in lots up to 1 00. 

The camera equipment used was a Rutherford 2 4 11 x 3 0 11 process 
camera. This was suitable for the work, but could n ot 
accommodate very large copy due to its being housed in a trailer . 
The darkroom was also very small, causing difficulty in handling 
large films . When half of the reproduction pers onnel left and 
t ook the camera trailer with them , the remainder were f orced to 
work with an old Lithotex camera. Its size is only 2 0" x 24", 
smaller than the maximum st ock size of the presses . A new back 
t O accommodate a larger negative was made that would shoot up to 
24" square, but it is still necessary to shoot much of the copy 
in two sections . A camera scale was also made and installed 
which resulted in easier manipulation, thereby speeding up the 
work. Two new copy holders were made and fitted so  that 
different types of large c opy c ould be handled. The camera had 
t-0 be squared up so that on multi -colored work the different 
colors would register. A flash gun was designed which cut the 
flash exposure on half-tone negatives to approximately 1/12 of 
the previous exp osure. 

Much of the work was beyond the scope of the meager 
equipment, but by exercising a little ingenuity in making home 
made equipment, the work was turned out. 

Photo print w ork was d one on a Model A- 1 1  c ontact printer 
and a B-11 Elwood Enlarger. Much of this work was also beyond 
our ordinary facilities, but with the adaption of lenses of 
different focal length taken fr om the 8 11 x 1 0" view camera, and 
the 4 11 x 5" speed graphic the w ork requirements were always met. 
An electronic interval timer was adapted to the enlarger making 
it possible to get m ore consistent results. 

The photostat machine used was a British model 2 type W 
machine. Rec ords show that w ork turned out on it were of 
suneri or quality and in much greater quantity than work done by 
other units using similar or superi or machines. Great 
difficulties were experienced due to lack of space for 
pr ocessing. Machines f or drying Mere also inadequate in 
capacity . 

The number of personnel would have been sufficient if all 
men could have been present at al l times. Often shortage of help 
due to the drawing of company details resulted in a slow down of 
pr oduction . 

The T/0 in comparison to Air Force units doing similar work 
is considered disproportionate. 

Many changes would be advisable in the TBA . The process 
camera should be large enough to shoot negatives larger than the 
p ress plate; it should also be easy t o  manipulate in order to 
speed up p roduction. A copy boa rd la rge enough to  handle all 
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siz es of copy and of rigid construction 
in square is needed. Arc lights should 
excessive exposures are not necessary. 
will hold the film flat would have been 

so that it will always be 
be adequate so that 
A good vacuum back that 
of considerable help. 

The model A - 1 1  contact printer is of good construction. The 
B- 11 Elwood enlarger is of poor construct ion and is issued with a 
poor lens. Heat from the enlarging bulb often cracks the 
negative holding glass. Clips t o  raise top negat ives glass were 
not satisfactory as they also cracked the glass. The easel could 
be improved. A ratio scale and an electronic timer would have 
greater facilit ation over work. The lens will not cover the full 
film size. 

The photost at machine is entirely hand operated and the 
quality of the work varied with the operator. 

The drying machines, which are of British make, often break 
down. They should be equipped with a speed regulator so that 
prints can be dried in one revolution of the drum. 

There are not enough trays supplied to the dark rooms and 
they are not large enough. Trays 32" x 32" should be standard 
equipment .  A contact print er large enough to take the largest 
size of film and paper should be standard equipment .  It should 
be at least 2 4" x 30 ". 

A chemical mixing machine should be issued to each 
reproduction p latoon. 

A filmdrying cabinet would result in greater production and 
greater uniformity of result s. 

Photographic contact and enlarging paper should be more 
standardiz ed and stocked in a greater range of contrasts. 

In spite of the difficulties encount ered this department 
produced in one seven week period, 2432 photographic negatives, 
5 0, 0 0 0  photost ats and 1 8 8 0  vatoid enlargements (projection 
prints). 
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(PROCESS) 

When the comp leted negative s, both halftone and line were 
re ceived by the Pro cess Dept. the job spe cifi cations were che cked 
to determine just how it shou ld be laid out. In the case of a 
book let the pages must be assemb led in su ch a manner that they 
wi ll appear in sequen ce when the printed sheets are gathered 
together after printing. In map reprodu ction where perhaps four 
or five colors are invo lved, it is ne cessary that the respe ctive 
negatives be positioned with the greatest a c cura cy so that very 
close register is obtained. There is always the danger that the 
negatives will be come distorted either through stret ch or 
s hrinkage, parti cu lar ly during extremely wet or humid weather, so 
ea ch color must be fitted to the other and made to fit perfe ctly. 

When the fina l layout or "flat" is completed it must be 
che cked to see that all margins, trims or folds are corre ct, the 
negatives are in their proper position and any additions or 
de letions ne cessary have been made. 

The flat is then given to the retou cher, who will blo ck out 
or opaque the areas that are not to appear on the printed sheet. 
Due to fau lty copy, impurities in the developing agents and dust, 
etc., there are usually a great many imperfe ctions in a negatives 
and these must all be e liminated by painting them out with an 
opaque fluid. 

Due to the fa ct that one of our cameras was not large enough 
to ac commodate our maximum printing size, it was ne cessary very 
often to shoot the work in two se ctions and then strip them 
together, a pro cess whi ch invo lves a great dea l of skill. Sin ce 
nothing can be done to remedy any defe cts after the p late has 
been made it is imperative that the Pro cess Dept do a thorough 
and careful job before the plate is sent into the p late dept for 
printing. 

Soon after the batta lion was a ctivated and had moved to Camp 
Lynn the pro cess se ction was set up and in fu l l  operation in a 
room of its own in a Dallas hut. The equipment consisted of six 
32" x 40 11 light tables, side tables for sorting and hand ling the 
negatives and finished flats, and the various brushes, knives and 
drafting instruments, ne cessary to handle the wide variety of 
work to be done. 

For several weeks before and after D-day almost every job 
was top priority. The speed and effi cien cy of this se ction was a 
major fa ctor in getting every job out under the deadline, in 
spite of being hampered by la ck of materials and the need for 
improvisation. 

During the late summer of 19 4 4  the battalion produ ced a 
number of large mosai cs in addition to the regu lar run of flak 
maps, target charts, spe cia l air navigation maps and target 
information sheets. These mosai cs required stripping a positive 
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gr id to the negat ive half-tone mosaic sheet, in a minimum of t ime 
and only by product ion-l ine methods was this accompl ished. 

In the fall of 1944 a ser ies of Japanese Power maps were 
begun which required laying str ip f ilm on glass bluel ine 
draw ings. The camera S8ction developed a method of whole sale 
production of the various symbols on str ip film while the process 
department developed the ir own method of laying it on glass 
without the usual chem icals or equipment considered necessary in 
a civilian shop. 

About the same t ime a ser ies of town-plans of German cit ies 
were pr inted, in six colors. These were produced from bluel ines 
on wh ite enameled plates, the color separat ion being done by 
d irect draft ing on these plates, a separate one for each color. 
All checking and touching up was done by the process sect ion . 

On December 29, 1944, a fire of unknown origin started in 
the process ro om and swept the who le rear half of the 
reproduct ion bu ild ing, completely destroying all equ ipment and 
expenda ble suppl ies except those on hand in the supply room. 
Shortly after th is over half of the reproduct ion personnel and 
equipment and over three- fourths of  the suppl ies moved to the far 
shore, leav ing a layout van with a few small bu ilt-in light 
tables and pract ically nothing more to the process sect ion. 

It was imperat ive that full production be maintained because 
of a sudden influx of top pr ior ity jobs result ing from the German 
Ardennes counter offensive. The men of the process sect ion on 
their own init iat ive purchased their own brushed, knives, rules 
and tapes locally, and us ing the small l ight ta bles available 
plus one large one borrowed from the draft ing platoons, working 
in the cramped conf ines of a van that was certa inly never 
de s igned for h igh product ion on a 22 x 29 press size flats, they 
met every work requ irement expected of them, and in fact increased 
product ion to a new h igh. 

The building was re built on a smaller scale and the process 
sect ion was a ble to move inside dur ing the first week of 
February. W ith in the next month two new large s ize l ight tables 
were bu ilt and the section was gradually re-equipped until on V-E 
Day it was operat ing normally. 

Several highly-complicated mult i-color jo bs requ iring close 
registrat ion were handled dur ing this period, and although they 
were non-operat ional they were handled w ith the usual speed and 
effic iency. 
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( PLATES ) 

When the flat is completely laid out, checked and opaqued, 
it is sent to the plate department, where the image is then 
transferred to a z inc plate with a light sensitive surface by 
means of exposure to a powerful carbon arc light. The plate is 
then devel oped under water t o  remove the unexp osed areas, etched 
to make them ink repe llant, and after being given a coating of 
gum to p revent oxidation, is then ready f or the press. 

Being a chemical rather than a mechanical pr ocess, the 
making of p lates since the f ormation of the batta li on has been by 
no means an easy task. The inconsistency of the weather, the 
variati on in the chemica ls obtainab le in this theatre, as wel l as 
the machinery and supp lies on hand a ll, added to  the problem o f  
securing a unif orm pr inting p late . 

Normal l y  a unit of this kind is designed t o  operate fr om 
mobile equipment in vans, but since the volume o f  work undertaken 
by this battalion was so large it was f ound that this method was 
impracticable and that some means of setting up a static plant 
indoors would have to be found. C onsequently up on our arrival at 
Camp Lynn equipment such as whirlers, sinks, arc lights and, 
vacuum frames, of both British and American manufacture were 
obtained and set up. This arrangements helped considerab ly, and 
a lmost from the very beginning the section was operating twenty 
f our hours a day and pr oducing suf ficient plates t o  supply six 
presses. 

Since any failure of p lates after going to  press would mean 
a l oss of time as wel l as material, it was the responsibility of 
this department to  see that each individua l j ob was pr operly 
handled, f ormulas were adjusted to compensate f or changes in 
weather conditions, and the personne l instructed in the correct 
operating pr ocedure . 

The rec ords show an a verage of well over 500 p lates made per 
month, with this figure rising t o  m o re than 800 on several 
occasions. With the loss of personnel due to  the movement of 
part of B Company, and the much greater l oss or damage to  our 
equipment in the fire which virtua l l y  destroyed our entire p lant, 
it became necessary not only to impr ovise means of maintaining 
production, but also to  train the replacements sent to us. 

It was onl y  through the hard w ork and c l ose co operation of 
the men that this was possib le, and it was n ot l ong bef ore the 
department was functioning n orma l ly again and has maintained 
since that time a very high degree of efficiency and ski l l. 

As soon as the p lates are finished they are st ored in a 
specia l rack under dry conditions, and are ready f or the press. 
When the job is to go to  press the sequence of c ol ors on p lates 
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is decided and the pressmen draw t heir p lat es only as they are 
ne eded . The plate  is clamped to its cy linder and aft er an OK is 

· given for color and position on the sheet  by reproduction 
operations, the press section t akes over t he work. 
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(PRESS) 

Two Webendorfer presses (22" x 29") were at f irst used , working for twenty-four hours a day. The demand became so great 
that later on the press department was enlarged by the add ition 
of two Harr is presses. (20" x 22¼11 ) . At a later date, two more 
"Web" presses we re added to the train, which made a total of six 
presses turning out work, all working twenty-four hours. After 
being used fo r about five months the Harris presses were reoiled. 

Working under adverse cond it ions became more of a reality 
when after a f ire destroyed part of the work area, along with 
some of the equ ipment. 

The problem of meeting all demands became more d iff icult 
when in January of 45 a part of the battalion moved to the 
cont inent with two presses and most of the sk illed personnel. 
Remaining were the two oldest presses, which by th is time were 
badly in need of repa ir. However the dogged efforts of the men 
were responsible for continu ing to meet and satisfy all 
operational demands made by the var ious agenc ies both of the 
Ground and Air Forces. 

All prev ious work done in the press tra ilers was 
accomplished w ith two men in each tra iler. In civ ilian shops 
th is might be adequate, but unde r army condit ions it was not 
sufficient to maintiin overall product ion. Sickness, accidents 
and a min imum of passes and furloughs kept the press department 
under strength at all times. 

It has been found that the TBA was inadequate in some 
respects. A f irst and second echelon spare parts equ ipment 
should be on hand for each press van at all t imes. 

Working in press vans is at all t imes done under trying 
conditions. Atmospheric control presents the major problem, and 
is practically impossible to remedy. Thus, damage is done to 
plates, inks, papers and chemicals, so essential to proper 
pr inting qual ities. The presses and the ir essentials should be 
placed in buildings which lend themselves to humid ity control. 
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G RA INING SECTI ON 

The satisfactory performance of a zinc plate on the press 
depends to a great extent upon the preparation it undergoes in 
the graining operation. 

With the original plate graining machine as furnished in the 
TBA it was possible to process two plates at a t ime and to secure 
a fine, even grain by following the formula arrived at by long 
periods of experimentation •. When the proper graining compounds 
were obtainable it was a comparatively simple matter to turn out 
sufficient plates to supply our needs. 

When, however, the American machine was sent to the 
Continent we were faced with the prospect of preparing large 
quantities of plates on a British machine, which was far slower 
and much more inefficient than the original one. When 
practically all the regrained plates were destroyed in the fire, 
production would have ceased had it not been for the fact that 
the personnel of this department worked long hours, and used a 
great deal of ingenuity to produce sufficient plates to keep us 
in operation. 

To add to this problem the supply of abrasives availa ble was 
curta iled to a great extent, and many modificatio ns had to be 
made on the British machine to suit it to our purposes. 

The two men left in the department not only devised various 
means of speeding production by substituting mate r ials, but also 
trained sufficient new personnel so that we were able to continue 
to operate at a very high degree of efficiency. 

Looking back over the production records it may be seen that 
in spite of the many handicaps that had to be overcome, both in 
the way of material and equipment, this department has done and 
are continuing to do a very creditable job and are to be 
complemented. 

When a job is completed and delivered, all plates are 
returned to reproduction operations where they are either filed 
or designated for graining according to instruct ions from 
Battalion Operations. Plates to be grained are taken by the 
graining section to their trailer for processing. The plate is 
placed on a tray-like table which is rotated with an eccentric 
motion. Actual graining consists of loosening the old image with 
water and trisodium phosphate, and removing it by the use of an 
abrasive, aluminum sand. The abrasives also puts a fresh "grain" 
on the metal which provides a surface of greater area and one 
more receptive to both ink and water. Steel or glass marbles 
provide the necessary weight to grind the sand i nto the plate. 
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The plate is washed perfectly clean of all residue and dr ied 
quickly in  a heated cabinet. It is then del i vered to the plate 
r oom, ready for a new i mage . 

The j ob is deli vered fr om reproducti on t o  Battal i on 
Operat i ons by an exchange of pape rw ork and sample cop ies . The 
actual j ob is generally st ored i n  the cutti ng r o om until it is 
ready for del i very to the customer. 

Product i on of the reproduct i on unit has remai ned 
consistently h igh in spite of diff icult operat i ng c onditi ons, 
continual pre ssure of rush w ork, and cont i nual shortage of proper 
equ ipment and supplies . I n  fact it is pr obably because of these 
d ifficulties that the greater pr oduct i on was obta i ned . The 
necessity f or impr ovisat i on often resulted i n  an  i mpr ovement i n  
method, b oth in  speed and qual ity . 
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CUTTING SECTION 

When the job is completely finished on the press, it is 
carried to storage vans which are kept as near to even 
temperature as possible. Time permitting, the freshly printed 
stock should remain in the van unt il the ink is perfectly dry. 
This precaution prevents the ink from smearing or offsetting 
during the subsequent handling and cutting. 

The cutting section transports the job to the cutting room 
and cuts it to the siz e or sizes ruled off on a master sample 
sheet taken from the job. This sheet is marked for cutting, 
according to the trim marks, by the layout section and at the 
same time the job is given a final check for accuracy. The 
trimmed job is then packaged as specified by the customer and 
marked with the name and number of the job plus any additional 
information the customer may desire. 

Origina lly the cutting section was equipped with a hand 
cutter, designed to handle stock up to 2 4  inches in length. When 
the Battalion was operating Multilith presses this cutter was 
adequate , as the paper siz es very rarely exceeded this width. 
When, however, the Web and Harris Presses were added to the train 
it was found that this machine was not only too sma ll to . handle 
the necessary stock siz es, but far too slow to supply the demands 
of the presses which were operating 2 4  hours a day. 

Upon our arrival at Pinetree the Cutting Department was 
assigned a building and a power cutter was procured and 
installed. The map paper supplied was 22 x 29 inches, too large 
to be used without trimming, so each lot had to be cut down 
before running, both to fit our presses and also to insure 
accurate register. 

All the paper was received from the depot was unloaded and 
stored in the cutting room as well as the various base maps and 
damage assessment photographs, which were constantly being re-run 
on the press. Shelves had to be built and an accurate file of 
quantities on hand kept. 

Due to constant changes in personnel and the difficulty of 
obtaining men familiar with the operation of a power cutter, a 
dangerous piece of machinery in the hands of an inexperienced 
person, the task of the Cutting Section has never been an easy 
one. 

When it is remembered that the stock for each job must be 
trimmed before the press run, cut to the siz e and specification 
of the customer after printing, finally wrapped or packaged upon 
completion, and that any mistake made in this process would 
necessitate a complete makeover, it can readily be seen that this 
section is of the utmost important. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
942ND ENGINEER AVIATION TOPOGRAPHIC BATTALION 

APO 634 - US ARM Y  

UNIT H ISTORY 
(from date of activation 4 April 44 to 31 May 44) 

The 942nd Engineer Aviation Topographic Bat talion was 
activated on 4 April 1944 by SO #1 (Annex #1) and assigned the 
total complement of  2 7  officers and 491 enlist ed men. The 
Bat talion was a consolidation of the 952nd Engineer Topographic 
Company (Avn), the Drafting Detachment, and the Engineer Aviation 
Topographic Detachment (Sp), # 1. Edward J. Gallagher, Major, CE, 
Commanding Officer of the Bat talion, was assigned on 8 April 44 
by SO #37, Hg 8th Ren, Wing (Prov) (Annex #2). 

The let ter, Hg CBS, SOS , ETOUSA, Subject: Redistribution, 
Reorganization and Disbandment of the 952nd Engr Avn Topo Co. 
(Avn) (Annex #3) was the authority bringing to a conclusion the 
successful career of the 952nd, which had been stationed in 
England for the past nineteen months and which now formed the 
nucleus of the bat talion. Appropriately, Ray E. Johnson, Capt .,  
CE, CO of the 952nd had been awarded the Legion o f  Merit by 
General Spaatz at a ceremony a week before. Sharing the credit 
for the good work of  the 9 52nd was the Drafting Detachment, 
consisting of two officers and 58 EM, which had arrived in 
England in August 1943 and had been working with the 952nd since 
the n. 

The third component of the new bat talion, the Engineer 
Aviation Topographic Detachment (Sp), #1, had been formed back in 
the States for the express purpose of filling out the bat ta lion, 
which was then being planned. The personnel of  the Detachment, 
256 EM and 15 officers, was drawn from the 95 0th and 959th 
Engineer Topographic Companies, which were then stationed at Will 
Rogers F ield, Oklahoma . William S. Shira, then Capt .,  CE, 
Commanding Officer of the Detachment and Robert S .  Stewart, 
Capt., CE, was Executive Officer. 

The T/0 states the mission of the bat talion as follows: to 
work in conjunction with photo reconnaissance aviation in 
preparing, compiling and reproducing all necessary charting, 
mapping, target charts ; to compile, reproduce, and distribute all 
mosaics and other map information as may be requested by an Air 
Force ; to plot, index and store t he contact prints, to make 
special contact, enlarged and restituted prints from film taken 
by photo reconnaissance aviation ; the supplementing of  a l l  
theatre faci lit ies for ground forces in mapping ; and mode l making 
as directed. The normal assignment is one topographic unit per 
Air Force . However, it shou ld be noted that the 942nd Bat ta lion 
actually works for two Air Forces ; it is assigned to the 8th 
Reconnaissance Wing of the 8th Air Force, but it does important 
work for the 9th Air Force as we l l. It is t he on ly U.S. Army 
topographic organiz ation which is now producing work for the U .S .  
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UNIT HISTORY (Cont'd) 

Air Fo rces in the U.K. Thus, the c reation of the 942nd 
Bat ta lion, coming as it  did on the eve of the t remendous all ied 
offensive, invested the bat t a l ion with a key role in the 
impending ope rations. 

The histo ry of the 942nd Engr Avn Topo Bn. begun on an 
al ready high level attained by the 9 52nd Engr Topo Co. (Avn) and 
the b roade r scope of the new o rganization and its added 
responsibilities p romised even g reate r achievements and 
distinction in the fut u re. The total pe rsonnel, at the 
beginning, fell 40 EM and 3 office rs sho rt of the autho rized 
st rength of 531 EM and 30 office rs. In equipment the Bat ta lion 
was conside rably unde r st rength, especially as rega rds heavy 
equipment, such as motor vehic les and rep ro duction vans. I t  was 
the equipment of the disbanded 9 52nd which sta rted  the wheels 
rolling in the wo rk of the new bat ta lion. The main sho rtage was 
in mobile vehicles ; about ten of the 68 autho rized vehicles we re 
secu re d  f rom the 9 52nd. Since t hen about 24 mo re vehicles have 
been adde d. As fo r the rep roduction equipment, which is of a 
highly mobile nat u re, all of the autho rized 7-van t rain and a 
multi- 1 1th t raile r we re obta ine d f rom the 9 52nd. Enough d rafting 
equipment and othe r  supplies we re on hand  to enab le the bat talion 
to begin full-scale ope rations immediately. 

Upon the activation of the Bat talion, Captain Shi ra, being 
the ranking office p resent, assumed command until the a r rival of 
Majo r Gallaghe r. The lat t e r, a United States Milit a ry Academy 
g raduate, had long been associated with  the supe rvision of these 
aviation topographic units and at the time was Hea d of T roops 
Sub-section, Office r of the Enginee r, ASC, USSTAF. The ma jo r 
fo rmally assumed command 9 April 44 by SO #3, Hq. 942nd Engr Avn 
Topo Bn. (Annex #4). 

The Bat talion remained fo r a while at the old station of the 
9 52nd at Kew Ga rdens, Su r rey. Once the B ritish Claims and 
Reco rds Buil ding, it  was a sp rawling ; one-sto ry b rick building 
which containe d the billet a rea, wo rk rooms, offices, mess hall, 
day room and NAAFI, al l unde r one roof. With the a rrival of  
Detachment # 1  on 1 4  Ma rch, the space avai lable was insufficient 
to qua rte r all the t roops comfo rtably, but tempo ra ry adjustments 
we re made to take ca re of t he sit uation until such time as a 
change of station could be effected. 

Unde r the new bat ta lion set-up the re we re to be three 
companies-- Co. A, D rafting ; Co. B ,  Rep roduction ; and a 
Headqua rte rs Company - a Bat talion Ope rations unit, 2 Photo
Lib ra ry sections and 2 Map Depot sections. Capt Shi ra was made 
Executive Office r ;  Capt. Stewa rt, Plans and T raining Office r (S-
3), Capt. Johnson, Supply Office r (S-4) ; and 2nd Lt. Donald E. 
G reene, Adjutant and Pe rsonnel Officer (S-1). The following 
Company Commande rs we re appointed: Co. A: Ve rnon C. E lmo re, 1st 
Lt., CE ; Co. B: F rank M. Ma rson, 1st Lt., CE ; Hq & H & S Co: John 
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B .  Moore, 1st Lt . ,  CE . M/Sgt Burton E .  Lowy was made Sergeant 
Major and F/Sgt John E .  Compton, T/Sgt Raymond D .  Hadfie ld and 
F/Sgt . Leo W .  Ware were made 1st Sergeants of Cos . A, B, and Hq . 
& Hw & S .  respective ly. 

Since the three conso lidated units had been working and 
bi l leting together during the previous few weeks, there was no 
radica l interruption in the reorganization and work proceeded as 
usua l. The reorganization caused no surprises or genera l 
transfer as the officers and EM a lmost without exception were 
p laced in simi lar jobs in the new organization. The organization 
of the new Bat ta lion had been rumored and discussed for some t ime 
previously and most of the personne l had knowledge of their new 
status before the order was pub lished . 

The deactivation, redesignation and reassignment of any unit 
has its disadvantages in a temporary loss of "esprit de corps" 
and some loss of time in administrative reorganization, an this 
instance was no exception . However, most officers and EM 
benefited by a chance for promotion or being a ssigned to a job 
that past experience had proven they were best qua lified for, or 
preferred. 

The personne l of the Engr Avn Topo Det (Sp), # 1, having 
arrived in the ETO only a few weeks prior to this conso lidatin a 

o ,  

were most fortunate in having the guidance and friendship of the 
other two units extended to them during both work and after duty 
hours . Having been stationed in district I, CES for periods of 
sixteen and eight months respective ly, the 952nd and Drafting 
Detachment were we l l  acquainted with the entire picture of the 
working requirements and contacts for administration and supp ly . 
It may also be stated that they were we l l  acquainted with the 
socia l contacts, consequent ly he lping the new-comers to enjoy 
their first experience in this theatre. 

The enviab le record bui lt up by the o lder units furnished an 
exce l lent inspiration, and conversely the new personne l and 
reorganiz ation was a "shot in the arm" to the o lder units to 
demonstrate their experience and know ledge. 

During the month of Apri l no change in the type or work was 
experience or contemp lated . The addition of personne l in a l l  
departments natura l ly led t o  an expected increase in production . 
This increase was accomp lished and certain ly wi l l  improve further 
when organization becomes more stab le. The tota l jobs comp leted 
during the month numbered 107, representing an average increase 
of approximately 25 per cent over the previous production of the 
952nd and Drafting Detachment . This increase is ref lected by the 
attached graph (Annex #5), showing the tota l jobs on hand each day 
during Apri l in the Drafting and Reproduction companies . There 
is a lso a graph showing combination of jobs in these two 
companies which represents the tot a l  jobs in progress on any day 
during the 
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current month. 

The 952nd, having previously been assigned to the 8th Ren 
Wing (Prov), the newly formed Battalion was ordered to move to 
AAF Station 101 on or about 15 April 1944. It was at this time 
that the Battalion lost two map Depots consisting of 2 officers 
and 27 EM on TD  (later DS) to the 9th Air Force . The Battalion 
move was made by truck convoy, and the actual production of work 
was interrupted only for a period of about two days, as reflected 
by the attached graph. New demountable type buildings had been 
prepared at the new station, and by moving surplus equipment 
prior and subsequent to movement of main body of per sonnel and 
reproduction vans, a minimum of time loss was obtained. 
Actually, operation of presses in reproduction vans was suspended 
only from Saturday night 15,April, to 1600 Sunday 16 April. 

The new camp was located in High Wycombe, Buckhinghamshire, 
about 20 miles from Kew Gardens. Unlike the living conditions at 
the old post, which had been completely indoors, the battalion 
found the day's round of activities spread over a great distance. 
The entire personnel was billete d in tents, which for most of the 
men was their first experience in living under canvas. 

A military training program of four hours per week was 
carried out the first half of the month, but this schedule was 
reduced at the new station. This training emphasized air raid 
precautions with the handling of incendiary and anti-personnel 
bombs receiving the major emphasis. Eight hour s were devoted to 
demonstration and practice in dealing with booby traps and mines 
given by the 901st Engineer Headquarters Company. This provided 
to be a very interesting and instructive demonstration and much 
comment and enthusiasm was aroused. 

At the new station the daily calisthenics were dispensed 
with since each man in the organiz ation makes at least two round 
trips by foot from the billet area to work area, which amount to 
approximately 1½ miles walking plus 600 feet total change in 
elevation. However in spite of the various tasks entailed in 
getting things in order around both the billets and work areas, 
instruction courses were held in several military subjects and 
regular weekly arms and billets inspections were carried out. On 
Saturday morning 28 April, the entire Battalion was reviews by 
Colonel Roosevelt . 

The end of the month came with a retrospect of more work 
accomplished, a reorganiz ation having taken place, the leaving of 
old and find of new accomplishments next month. 

Expectations were fulfilled during the month of May. 
Brightest features of the month were two very gratifying letters 
of commendation. Both were personally sent by Maj. Gen. C.R. 
Moore (Annex #6) praised the Battalion "for the splendid 
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assistance it has given to this office in our map production and 
in our reproduction problems". The second dated 29 May (Annex 
#7) commends the t echnical skill of the battalion which "has 
impresse d all concerne d and has helpe d to prove some of the 
outstanding capabilities of our topographic units". This letter 
was indorsed by the Commanding General, 8th Air Force, and by 
Col. Elliott Roose velt. 

During the month two men, Tee 5 John J. Bozice vich and Tee 5 
Michael P. Tessuro, who had been on DS to the 3r d Bombardment 
Division, 8th Air Force, also recei ved high commendation upon 
their return to this unit. 

Production continued to rise sharply in May. The weekly 
reports, from 30 April to 3 June 44, inclusive, show a total of 
377 jobs complete d, an increase of over three times the figure 
for the pre vious month. 

The list of customers serve d and the type of work turne d out 
adde d  to the Battalion's impressive record. Besi des the 8th and 
9th Air Forces, the British air Ministry, Air Transport Command 
and USSTAF were among the important agencies on the Battalion's 
production list. The 942nd was prepare d to handle any type of 
mapping work it  was calle d  upon to do. 

The range of  the work was considerable-airfiel d  maps, 
tactical target o ver-lays, navigation charts, operational maps 
kept rolling off the presses in a stea dy stream. (A more 
complete description of the nature of the work is attached--
Annex #8). 

On 3 May, Frank J. Tarcz a, 1st Lt., CE, and fi ve EM le ft for 
Northern Irelan d to atten d an anti-aircraft school conducte d by 
the 8th Air Force. It was a 10 day course and was de vote d  
primarily to the operation of the 50-caliber AA machine gun. Two 
weeks later Wayne W. Mayfiel d, 2nd Lt., CE and two EM left to 
take similar training. 

Good Cond uct Ribbon s began to flourish conspicuously on OD 
blouses after a mass award of these ribbons to 130 men about the 
middle of the month. 

Only two significant changes in personnel occurre d during 
May. 2nd Lt. Monty P. Greene left at the beginning of the month 
for the Airborne Engineers. Vance M. Rothrock, Capt., MC, was 
assigne d to the me dical detachment of the Battalion some w eeks 
later. Only one EM of the authorize d  eight man medical 
detachment has as yet been assigne d. 

The month of May came to an end as the terrific allie d air 
offensive hammered  e ven more relentlessly the E uropean mainland 
in the final pre-invasion attacks. In their drafting rooms and 
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beh ind their presses, the men of the 942nd Bat t al ion, working 7 
days a week, 24 hours a day, #ere turning out maps t o  show the 
bombers and fighter s the way . 

Included is the master t ra ining schedule for the months of 
April, May and June 1944 (Annex #9). Also included is the 
product ion graph for the month  of May 1944 (Annex # 10). 
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C O N F I D E N T I A L 
HEADQUARTERS 

942nd ENGINEER AVIATION TOPOGRAPHIC BATTALION 
DISTRICT 1 CBS, Q.S., LT USA 

4 April, 1944 
SPEC IAL OR DER ) 

NUMBER •. •. •.. 1) 

1. A ctivation of 9 42nd Engineer Aviation Top ographic 
Bat talion. The a ctivati on of the 942nd Engineer Aviati on 
Topographi c Bat talion as of 1201 A.M., 4 April, 1944, with 
station at Distri ct I, CBS, SOS, ETOUSA is announ ced. 

C O N F I D E N T I A L 

2. Assumption of command: The undersigned hereby 
assumes command. 

3 .  App ointment of staff: The following appointments t o  
the staff this headquarters are announced: 

a. Plans and Training Offi cer (S-3), CAPTAIN 
ROBERT S. STEWART, 0-2 51067, CE, 942nd Engineer Aviation 
Top ographic Bat talion. 

b. Supply Offi cer (S-4), CAPTAIN RAY E. JOHNSON, 
0-293097, CE, 942nd Engineer Aviation Topographic Bat talion. 

c. Adjutant and pers onnel officer, (S-1). 2nd 
LIEUTENANT DONALD E. GREENE, 0-110 5 5472, CE, 942nd Engineer 
Aviation Top o graphic Bat tali on. 

4. App ointment of C ompany C ommanders: 

a. Headquarters and Headquarters and Servi ce 
C ompan y ,  1st LIEUTENANT JOHN E. MOORE 0-4102877, 0 5, 942nd 
Engineer Aviation Top ographi c Bat talion 

b. C ompany A: 1st LIEUTENANT VERNON C. ELMORE 0-
1102230 CE, 942nd Engineer Aviation Topographi c Bat talion. 

c. C ompany B: 1st LIEUTENANT FRANK M MARSON, 0-
322670 CE, 942nd Engineer Aviation Top ographi c Battalion. 

5. Assignment of Pers onnel: 
a. The officers and enlisted men of roster (Annex 

"A") are assigned Headquarters & Headquarters & Service C ompany. 
b. The officers and enlisted men on roster (Annex 

"B") are assigned C ompany A. 
c. The offi cers and enlisted men on roster (Annex 

"C") are assigned C ompany B. 

(Annex # 1) 
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C O N F I D E N T I A L 

SO #1, Hq 9 42nd Engr. Avn. Topo. Bn., 4 Ap ril, 19 4 4  

continued 

6. Composition of Companies: Unde r T /0 & E 5- 400, 1 
Novembe r 19 43, and T/0 & E 5-500, 31 July, 19 43 with changes 
1,2, 3, 4, 5,6 and 7. 

Company: 
a. Headqua rte rs and Headqua rte rs and Services 

No  of Units T/0 
1 3-AA 
1 4-AB 
1 8-AF 
2 10-AH 
1 16-AN 

1 17-AO 
2 18 -AP 
1 19 -AQ 
2 16- CA 

b. Company A 
1 5-AC 

2 11-Al  

c. Company B 
1 6-A D 

1 13-AK 

2 9- 4G 

DISTRIBUTION: 
2-0CE, Hq ETOUSA 
2- CG USSTAF 
2- CG 8th AF 
2- CO 8th Ren. 

Unit Designated 
Bn Hqs Eng r Avn Topo Bn 
Hq Plat Hq & Se rv Co Topo Bn 
Operations Section, Topo Co o r  Bn 
Photo Lib ra ry Seat Topo Co o r  Bn 
T rans Plat Hq & Hq & Serv 
Co Topo Bn 
Mess Team Type #1-30 to 100 men 
Mess Team Type #2-101 to 1 75 men 
Mess Team Type #3-176 to 225 men 
Map Depot Detachment 

Hq Plot Photo Map Co, Topo Bn 
Company A 
Photo Map Plat Type #1 Engr Avn 
Topo Co 

Plat Rep ro Co Topo Bn 
Company B 
Rep ro Plat Type #1 Engr Avn 
Topo Co 
Photo P rinting Section Topo Co 
o r  Battalion 

WILLIAM S SHIRA, 
Captain, C.E. 
Commanding. 

2- CO Dist I, SOS , CBS 
5-Ea Company 
2- Ea O conce rned 
4-File 

Annex#l ( Cont ' d ) 

8 

Strength 
Off' 

5 
2 
2 
2 

1 
0 
0 
0 
2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

2 

EM 
12 
1 4  
21 
58 

21 
3 

10 
7 
2 4 

19 

172 

21 

75 
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R E S T R I C T E D 

HEADQUARTERS 
8TH RECONNAISSANCE WING ( P ROV ) 

APO 6 3 4  

SPE C IAL ORDERS ) 

NUMBER . . . . • . .  3 7 

E X T R A C T 

8 Ap ri l ,  1 9 4 4  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
2 . MAJOR EDWARD J .  GALLAGHER ,  0 2 2 1 7 7 5 , CE , having rep o rt e d  

t o  this  H q ,  5 Ap ri l ,  1 9 4 4  , in comp lian ce w it h  p a r  1 ,  S O  # 6 6 , Hq 
AS C ,  USSTAF , 25 Ma rch ,  1 9 4 4 ,  is  a s gn t o  the 9 4 2nd Engr Avn Top o 
Bn , AAF Sta 5 8 6 . SP . TCNT . TDN . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
By orde r of C olone l ROOSEVELT : 

OFF I C IAL :  

/ s /  M . E .  T ri mb le , 
/t / M . E .  T RI MBLE 

Maj or , Ai r Corp s , 
Adj ut ant . 

DI ST : "B " 

( A  CERTIF IED  TRUE COPY ) 

DONALD E .  G REENE 
2nd Lt . ,  C . E .  
Adj ut ant 

W . H .  CLEVELAND 
C o l one l ,  Ai r C o rp s ,  
Chi e f  of St aff  

R E S T R I C T E D 

( Annex # 2 ) 
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AG 322 Ops 

S E C R E T  
HEADQUARTERS 

CENTRAL BASE SECTION 
SOS ETOUSA 

SECRET 
Auth: Co, 
Initial :  

-c---� Date: 1 Apr 44 

1 April 1944 

SUBJECT : Rede signation, Reorganization, an d Di sbandment of thG 
952nd Engineer Topographic Co. Aviation (Sp). 

TO Commanding O fficer, 952nd Engineer Topographic Co. 
Aviation (Sp), 

1. Pur suant to authority contained in , 20 322 (10 Mar 
44) OB- I-ARPS- M, dated 20 March 1944, and 1 st Indor sement, AG 
322 OP , Hq , ETOUSA, Subject: "Rede signation, Reorganization , and 
Di s bandment of  Certain Engineer Aviation Unit s, "  the 952nd 
Engineer Topographic Co. Aviation (Sp) is  rede signated a s  the 
942nd Enginee r Aviation Topographic Bat talion and will be 
reorganized and equipped under T /0 & E as indicated: 

Number of 
Unit s 

1 3-AA 

1 4-AB 

1 5-AC 

1 6-AD 

1 8-AF 

2 9-AG 

2 10-AH 

2 11-AI 

1 13- XX 

1 14-AL 

1 13-AN 

1 17-AO 
2 18-AP 
1 19 AQ 
2 18- CA 

( Anne x # 3') 

Under T/0 & E 5-40 0, 1 November 1943: 

T/0 
Column Unit Designation 

Bat talion headquarter s, engineer 
aviation topographic bat talion 

Headquarter s  p latoon, headquarter s  and 
service company topographic bat talion 

Headquarter s platoon, photomapping company 
topographic bat talion, Company "A" 

Headquarter s  platoon, reproduction company 
topographic ba t ta 1 ion, Company " B" 

Operation s section, topographic company 
or bat talion 

Photoprinting section, topographic company 
or bat talion 

Photoli brary sect ion, topographic company 
o r  bat talion 

Photomapping platoon, type 1, engineer 
a viation topographic company 

Reproduction platoon, type 1, engineer 
aviation topographic company 

Reproduction platoon, type 2, engineer 
aviation topographic company 

Tran sportation platoon headquarter s  and 
service company topographic bat talion 

Mes s  team, type No. 1, 30 to 100 men 
Me s s  t eam, type No . 2, 101 to 175 men 
Mes s  team, type No . 3, 176 to 225 men 
Map deport detachment 

S E C R E T 

10 

Strength 
Off 

8 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

1 

2 

EM 

12 

14 

10 

19 

21 

30 

62 

172 

70 

38 

21 
3 

10 
7 

24 



S E C R E T 

· Ltr. AO 322, Ops, Hq, CBS, 1 Apr 1944. Page 2 

Under T/0 & E 5-500, 3 1  July 1943 , with Change 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 

p lus an attached Medical Detachment consisting of the following: 

Captain, Medical Corp 
Captain, Dental Corps 

Total commissioned 

Total 
1 
1 -2-

Staff Sergeant, including 1 
Medical NC0 (0 73 ) (1 ) 

Corp oral, including 1 

Medical technician (409 ) 
Surgical technician (361 ) 

Private, first class 
P rivate including 

Ambulance drive (099 ) 
Cle rk ( 601 ) 

Total enlisted 
Medical NC0 (073 ) (1 ) 

Technician Fifth G rade, including 4 

( 2 )  
( 1 ) 
2 

( 1 )  
( 1 )  -8-

Dental technician (006 ) (1 ) Aggregate .. •.... ..•.... . 10 

2. The attached Medical Detachment will be equipped in 
accordance with a Specia l List of Equipment to be p repared by the 
Commanding Gene ral, Army Air Forces (Assistant Chief of Air 
Staff, Material, Maintenance and Distribution, Air Engineer ) 
copies o f  which will be fo rwarded to the Commanding General, Army 
Se rvice Fo rces (Mobiliz ation Division, O rganiz ation, and 
Allowances Branch ) for pu blicat ion and distribution to a ll 
conce rned, including the unit. 

3. The total autho riz ed strength of this battalion will be 
thirty (30 ) office rs and five hundred thirty-one ( 531 ) enlisted 
men, including two (2 ) officers and eight (8 ) enlisted men, 
attached med ical. 

4. Concurrently with reorganization of the 942nd Engine er 
Aviation Topog raphic Battalion, the Engineer Aviation Topographic 
Detachment, Special, -1, wi ll be dis banded, and pe rsonnel and 
equipment thereof absorbed to the extent practicable in the 
reorganiz ed unit. 

5. Pe rsonnel and equipment not availa ble to you will be 
requ is itioned in the norma l manne r. 

6. The appropriate allotme nts published in Sec VI, Cir No 
129, WD, 1 June 1943, will be obligated to the extent necessary. 

7. Roste rs and reports of change as requ i red by AR 34 5-980 
and AR S4 5-800 will be submitted to the CO , SOS ETOUSA, APO 87 1, 
fo r 91 st MRU. 

Annex#3 ( Cont ' d )  
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S E C R E T  

8 .  C onfi rmat i on of re de s ignat i on and dat e of  re o rganiz at i on 
w i l l  be rep o rt e d  t o  this  Headqua rt e rs w it hout de lay . 

By command of  B rigadie r Gene ra l ROGERS 

DISTRIBUTION : "E " p lus 
5 Add re s s e e  

2 8  CG , ETOUSA 
2 CO , WBS , SOS , APO 5 1 5  
2 CO , EBS , SOS , APO 5 1 7  
2 CG , SBS , SOS , APO 5 1 9  
2 CG , NIBS , SOS , APO 8 1 3  
2 CG , USSTAF , APO 5 3 5  
2 CG , 8 th  AI R FORCE , APO 6 3 4  
2 CO , Dist ri ct I ,  APO 8 8 7  

( A  CERTIFIED  TRUE COPY ) 

DONALD E .  G REENE 
2nd Lt . , C . E .  
Adj ut ant 

Annex# 3 �-Cont ' d )  
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THOMAS J .  BELL , Jr . 
C apt a in ,  AGD 

Ass i s t ant Adj ut ant Gene ra l 

2 9 1 st MRU , SOS , APO 8 7 1  
2 Chi e f  of T rans , ETOUSA 
4 F i l e  



C O N F I D E N T I A L - - - - - - - - - - - -
HEADQUARTERS 

94 2nd ENGINEER AVIATION TOPOGRAPHIC BATTALION 
DISTRICT I, CBS, SOS, ETOUSA 

SPECIAL ORDER ) 

Number 3 )  

C O N F I D E N T I A L 

9 April 1944 

1. Major EDWARD J. GALLAGHER, CE 0 21775, having been 
as signed per Par 2 SO 37, hdqtr s 8th Reconnais sance Wing (Prov ), 
dated 8 April 1944, a s sumes command . 

2. Captain WILLIAM S. SHIRA, CE, 0-379794, i s  relieved 
a s  Commanding Officer and is  appointed Executive Officer. 

3. SO No. 1, this headquarters is  amended a s  follows: 

Par 6c Company. add: Strength 
Off EM No. of Units  

c. Company B 
1 

Annex A 

T/0 Unit Designation 

14-AL Repto. Type #2 
Engr Avn Topo Co 2 38 

The serial number of 2nd Lt WILLIAM H. LYON, CE, i s  
amended to read " 2nd Lt WILLIAM H. LYON, CE. 0- 1 1 03 288 11 

DISTRIBUTION 
2-CCE, Hq ETOUSA 
2-CG, USSTAF 
2-CG 8th AF 
2-CO Dist I, SOS, CBS 
5-Ea. C ompany 
2-Ea. 0 Company 
4-File 

(Annex #4 ) 

13 

EDWARD J .  GALLGHER, 
Major. C.E., 
Commanding. 





HEA DQUARTE RS EUROPEAN THEATER  OF OPE RATIONS 
UNITE D  STATES A RMY  

APO 887 
OFF ICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER 

Our Ref: A / 8  
1 8  May 44 

Subject: Commendation 

To Commanding General, Eighth Air Force, U.S. Army, APO 663 

1. I would like to take this opportunity of commending the 
942nd. Engineer Topographic B attalion (Avn) had especially the 
former 952nd. Engineer Topographic Company (Avn), which has 
recently been absorbed by the former unit, for the splendid 
assistance it has given to this office in our map production and 
in our reproduction problems. The contributions voluntarily made 
have been of considerable magnitude and have been sincerely 
appreciated. The spirit of cooperating we have found in your 
t opographic units has been a source of great satisfaction to me 
and has contributed materially to the de velopment of a keen sense 
of team spirit in our topographic units. 

2. The 942nd. Engineer Topographic Battalion (Avn) has 
voluntarily accomp lished for us in its spare time a large number 
o f  mis cellaneous jobs, including the following major 
contributions. 

a. Color separation and final drafting of 
approximately 16 sheets of the 1 /25, 0 0 0  scale map series now 
being p roduced. 

b. Intensification of approximately 8 0 photo-maps. 

c. Drafting of rectification charts, etc. 

d. Preparation of tri g data overlays 

e. Reproduction of miscellaneous maps, forms, posters, 
charts, etc. 

f. Loan of technical equipment and supplies in 
emergencies. 

g. Reproduction of mosaics, photographs and technical 
booklets. 

3 . Some of the jobs undertaken have had to be accomplished 
under close deadlines and I am particularly pleased with the 
splendid spirit shown in tackling difficult assignments on short 
notice . The technical proficiency of the personnel has also been 
gratifying. 

(Annex #6) 

14 



Commanding General, Eighth A ir Force. 1 8  May 44 

4 .  I shou ld appreciate it very much if you could see fit to 
pass on to the 9 4 2nd. Engineer Topographic Battal ion ( Avn) my 
sincere appreciation for the cooperative spirit shown and for the 
valued assista nce which it has given to this office. 

HM/he 

Annex # 6 ¢cont ' d )  

C .R .  MOORE 
Major General U .S .  Army 
Chief Engineer 

1 5  



HEA DQUARTERS EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS 
UNITED STATES ARMY 

APO 8 87 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER 

Our ref :  D/4 

29 May 44 

Su bject : Commendat ion 

To : Commanding Officer, 94 2nd Engineer Topographic Co. (Avn) 
APO 634, Station 101. U.S. Army. 

1 .  The contr i bution wh ich your organ izat ion has made to the 
program of town plan product ion is very much apprec iated. Your 
assistance has made it possi ble for us to prov ide for all forces 
in this theater a larger number of town plans than othe rw ise 
could have been prepared in the t i me ava ila ble. 

2. The technical skill you have shown in th is work has 
impressed all concerned and has helped to prove some of the 
outstanding capa bil ities of our topographic un its. You will soon 
be confronted w ith still more d iff icult pro blems to be solved 
under more try ing cond itions. I have utmost confidence that you 
will acquit yourselves well and prove to the satisfaction of you r 
commanding off icers in the field that you can prov ide them 
invaluable serv ice of a h i gh techn ical order. 

3. I should apprec iate it very much if you would pass on to 
your officers and men m y  s incere appreciation for their 
contri butions in this program and m y  best w ishes for the future. 

HM/jr 

( Annex #7 ) 

For the Chief Engineer, 

H. MILWIT, 
Colonel, C.E. 
Chief, Intell i gence Divis ion. 
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1st Ind C-S-2 

HEADQUARTERS E IGHTH AIR F ORCE, AAF STATION 101, APO 6 34 
2 9  May 1 944 

TO : Commanding Offi cer, 8th Re connaissan ce Wing (Prov), APO 6 34 

The Commanding General w ishes to add his express of 
appre c iation for the splend id assistan ce and cooperation rendered 
by the personnel of the 942nd Engineer Topographi c  Battalion 
(Avn) (formerly the 952nd Engineer Topographi c  Company (Avn)), on 
this oc casion . The voluntary efforts of both offi cers and 
enlisted men contributed materially to our common cause. 

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL: 

2nd Ind 

EDWARD E. TORO 
Colonel, A . G . D .  
Ad jutant General 

HEADQUARTERS 8TH RECONNAISSANCE W ING, APO 634 
A-ER-hb 
1 June 1 944 

TO ; Command ing Officer, 942nd Engineer Topographi c Bn . (Avn), 
APO 634. 

The re ce ipt of this commendation is very gratifying and it 
g ives me cons iderable pleasure to pass this on to you . The fine 
serv i ces rendered by your or gan i� ation to the off i ce of the Chief 
Engineer, ETOUSA, and to all other organiz ation with which you 
have had conta ct, have enhan ced your organiz at ion's reputation, 
and are contributing in no small manner to our general effort. 

Annex # 7 ( Cont ' d) 
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ELLIOTT ROOSEVELT 
Colonel, Air Corps 
Command i ng. 



HEADQUARTERS 
9 42ND ENG INEER A VIATION TOPOGRAPHIC BATTALION 

APO 63 4 - US ARM Y  

DESCRIPTION OF WORK 

ARM Y  MIN ISTRY (A.I. 2 (b)). 

Airfield Maps -- Production of these maps, which was 
commenced by 952nd has continue d since activation of the Bn. 
They usually consist of 2 charts per sheet, the top showing area 
and surroundings of the airfield and bottom, the airfield 
diagram. 

Operational Air Maps -- showing airfields, by type, on whole 
countries or continents, have a lso been repro duced for this 
customer. 

Airfield Maps are 1 color (black) jobs while Operationa l Air 
Maps usually have 3 colors. 

Some of these maps and diagrams have been drawn by us (about 
40% and the remain der by Air Ministry. 

A IR TRANSPORT COMMAND 

Airfie l d  Maps -- These maps are a continuat ion of the work 
done by the 952nd, j ust as those done for Air Ministry. The 
fronts c lose ly resemb le the above maps with the exception that 
they are three-color jobs (red, blue and black). Most of t hem 
carry back-ups as well. 'l'he back-ups are charts showing landing 
procedure for the airfield. 

No drafting is done by this unit on these maps. 

UNITED  STATES STRATEGIC AND TACTICAL A IR FORCE 

Airfie ld  Defense (Flak) -- a monthly overlay showing flak 
be lts on the continent. Reproduce d on a 2 co lor (black and b lue) 
base map in 2 additional colors (red and green) . The whole job, 
inc lu ding base maps, are reproduce d by the organiz ation. 

These jobs require drafting and reproduct ion. 

EIGHTH AIR FORCE 

Specia l A ir Navigation -- Maps to ai d Navigation on rai ds on 
the continent of Europe as well as flying over Britain. 4 color 
jobs, (blue, brown, halftone brown and b lack). This is a large 
series and as quick ly as one edition is printed, revisions are 
started in drafting. 

Drafting and reproduction . 

( Annex #8 ) 

1 8  



DESCR IPTION OF WORK cont'd 

NINTH AIR FO RCE 

Tacti cal Target  Overlays -- Print ed on Vellum paper and used 
in conjun cti on with G. S.G.S. Maps of corresp onding area. One 
color only (bla ck). 

Drafting and reprodu cti on. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Bensen Series, Phot o/B ombardier, Phot o Maps, Weather Maps, 
Railroad, Trig Data and innumerable other maps and charts, some 
of whi ch were print ed by 952nd, while others have only been 
handled by 9 42nd. 

Annex #8  ( Cont ' d ) 
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HEA DQUARTERS 
9 42ND ENGINEER AVIATION TOPOGRAPH IC BATTALION 

APO 63 4 - US ARMY 

UNIT H ISTORY 

(1 June 19 4 4  to 30 June 19 4 4) 

Invasion month was a month of continued hard work for the 
battalion. The arriva l of D- Day lifted spirits and stiffened 
mora le. The fruits of countless long hours of labor was 
dramatically fulfil led. The men were spurred to greater efforts 
with the realization that their work was be lng used both direct ly 
and indirectly in the liberation of Europe. 

Production increased steadily although the number of jobs 
completed during the month declined to 2 81 from the previous 
months record of 3 77. A truer picture of the output is obtained 
from the total work going through the presses. 69 4, 8 40 sheets of 
paper, representing 1390 reams of paper were run off, almost 
twice the total of the previous month. The overall picture, 
regarding the type of work produced and the quality of this work 
remained relatively unchanged. Inc luded is a production graph 
for the month of June (Annex # l). 

The only significant change of personnel was the transfer of 
Edward F. Franke, 1st Ltd., CE to ETOUSA. Our best wishes go 
with him to the office of Chief Engineer, where he will be 
concerned with map and reproduction work in the ETO. 

The only major additions in equipment were two 13" x 1 7" 
British made photostat machines set up in the camera section of 
Company B , and a plate British graine r being added to the 
reproduction train. The photo-stat machines were used 
principally in the reproduction of copies of master plots for 
Photo Library Section and at the end of the month more than 8000 
such reproduction had been accomplished. 

Capt. Shira, Executive Officer of the battalion was promoted 
to Major, and 2nd Lts. Greene and Gibson to 1st Lts. T /Sgt 
Hadfield, who had been acting F/Sgt of Company B, was officially 
raised to that rank. Numerous other promotions were made in 
various sections . 

On 22 June ,  Major Shira and Lt Price were given a special 
assignment. They spent five days visiting a number of 8th Air 
Force Stations. Their mission was to study first hand the 
requirements of Pathfinder navigators and to recommend possible 
improvements in the maps we are now producing. 

More men were sent to the AA Machine Gun School , 2nd Lt 
Wil liam P. Rosenthal, and 9 enlisted men went to Northern Ireland 
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UN IT HISTORY (Cont'd) 

to attend the school during the month. Two groups of men were 
sent to waterproofing schools. The first group, 1st Lt Glenn L. 
Anderson and 8 enlisted men left here for Great Barrington, where 
they remained for four days. A few days later 2 nd Lt Wil liam H. 
Lyon and 9 enlisted men left to take a similar course at RAF 
Station, Weetan, Lancashire. 

All Springfield rifles and L- 1 Garands were called in, and 
in  most cases replaced by carbine s, the weapon in  general used 
throughout the battal ion. The other type of gun i n  use is the 
Thompson Sub-Machine gun. Thus, only automatic and semi
automat ic guns are now in use in the batal ion. 

Coincident with the issue of new weapons, fir i ng for record 
began on a nearby 1 0 0 0-inch range. About half the battal ion has 
now completed f iring. All personnel, regardless of the weapon 
they were issued, are firing the carb i ne. 

An outdoor athletic program began to flourish with the 
advent of warmer weather. Baseball dominated the sports p icture 
as the 942nd came up with a crack ba ll team. With Sgt Margin A. 
Kennedy as manager, the Battalion nine defeated every team on the 
post by lop-sided scores. This same aggregation, w ith the 
add it ion of three men from other outf its in the 8th 
Reconnaissance W i ng, also represented the Wing and hung up a very 
good record aga i nst outside opponents in preparat ion for the 
opening of the 8th Air Force League. An i ntra-platoon softball 
league was started, and trackmen began limbering up for coming 
meets. 

The 9 42nd "Swingsters ", a 6-man band which had been 
or ganiz ed by Tee 5 Bernard Brezosky, also achieved wide 
recognition, and now officia lly represents the 8th Reconnai ssance 
Wing. The band, led by Tee 3 A rthur St ilwell, plays for 1 1  post 
dances, and has many engagements on the outside. 

On the last day of the month a verbal commendation was 
received for Battal ion Operations and Company B from Major R. M. 
Sedgwick, A-2 Section, Headquarters, E ight Air Force, for the 
excellent manner in  which a job for the A-2 Section was 
performed. (Annex #2) 
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HEADQUARTERS 
942ND ENG INEER AVIATION TOPOGRAPHIC BATTALION 

AAF STATION 10 1 
EJG/age 

SUBJECT: Commendation. 

30 June 1944. 

TO Battalion Operations Section and Company 11B 11 • 

1. Recently this organiz ation received a ver bal 
commendation from Major R.M. SEDGEW ICK, A-2 Section, Headquarters 
Eighth Air Force for the excellent manner in which a job for A-2 
Section was performed. 

2. The jo b consisted of reproducing, in color, the flags of 
certain nations in poster form and was prepared as information 
for combat c rews shot down over Europe. 

3. It is desired that the Battalion Operations Officers and 
the Commanding Officer, Company "B", pass on to all members of 
their commands my appreciation on their having received this 
commendation for a jo b well done. 

(A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY) 

DONALD E GREENE 
1st Lieut., C.E. 
Adjutant. 

(Annex # 2) 
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HEADQUARTERS 
9 42ND ENGINEER AVIATION TOPOGRAPHIC BATTAL ION 

APO 63 4 - U. S. ARMY 

UNIT HISTORY 
(1 Ju ly 1944 TO 31 Ju ly 19 4 4) 

The 942nd was growing in importance t o  the war effort and 
recognition o f  its achievements kept growing apace. As testimony 
of this, a bri l liant citation was received on 2 8  J u ly from Hq, 
8th Reconnaissance Wing, cover ing the period o f  May and June 19 4 4  
(Annex #1). 

Issued as a genera l order by Colone l Rooseve lt, it cited the 
9 42nd " for extraordinary achievement and out standing performance 
of duty in connection with mi litary operations against an enemy 
of the United States." It mentioned the fact that, a lthough 
operating about twelve per cent u�derstrength, the battalion, 
upon receiving rush assignments, including projects of highest 
priority and mi litary va lue, comp leted every one on or ahead o f  
schedu le, the accomp lishment of which required working 
efficient ly, enthusiastica l ly and over and above the norma l line 
of duty. Specia l assignments requiring work on a continuous 
three - shift basis and an important D- Day project which had 
necessitated cont inuous work for thirty hours were noted, as was 
the exceptiona l production figures for the two-month period o f  1 
May 1 9 4 4  to 30 June 19 4 4  of 2, 015 negatives, 3 73 contact prints, 
1,260 p lates, 1,98 8, 359 impressions and 1, 4 90, 2 8 8  copies. The 
citation ended with the fo l lowing: "the devotion to duty, mora le, 
production technique and efficiency disp layed by the 9 42nd 
Engineer Aviation Topographic Batta lion ref lects the highest 
credit on the organization and the military service of the United 
States". This unusua lly laudatory document fi l led us a ll with 
pride and was most gratifying to every member o f  this 
organization. 

Ear lier in the month a verba l commendation had been received 
for Batta lion Operations Section and Company "A" from Major David 
Brooks, A-3 Progress, and Co lonel Wi l liam H. C leve land, Chief o f  
Staff , 8th Reconnaissance Wing, for the exce l lent manner in which 
a job for the Third Bomb Division was performed (Annex #2). 

During the month o f  Ju ly a new high o f  412 jobs comp leted 
was attained. In every department the output continued to rise 
to new peaks. Over a mi l lion copies and near ly a mi l lion 
impressions were produced. The tota l o f  479 contact prints was 
more than a hundred greater than the combined tota l for the two 
previous months, the period for which we had been cited for an 
exceptiona l record. Inc luded is a production graph for the month 
of Ju ly (Annex #3). 

As mentioned in the citation, the batta lion remained 
considerably understrength. Reproduction bore the brunt of this 
shortage; in order to mainta in fu l l  productive capacity o f  the 
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available presses it was necessary to work longer hour s and with 
less personnel than authorized by the T/0. This representatively 
is show by the fact that 16 qualified men operated four presses 
continuously when the T/0 called for 24 such operators. Full 24 
hour operation of four presses such as was accomp lished during 
June and July would normally call for 28 such qualified 
operators. Equipment in general was as authorized plus two 
photostat machines, all being operated on 24 hour basis by 
existing personnel. 

Work demands changed, new types of jobs came in, immediate 
requirements of the war machine had to be met. The 942nd, 
achieving a remarkable fluidity of organization, encountered 
litt le difficulty in readjusting techniques, converting personne l  
and adapting new methods. 

Mosaic-making for Ground Forces in Normandy on a large sca le 
was one of the new problems encountered during the month. The 
first of these jobs came in on 26 June; many more have come in 
since then and at this writing, it seems that it wi ll be a 
permanent feature of our work in this theater. Among the 
personnel were many men well trained in this field and this was 
their first real opportunity of working in their speciality. The 
newly formed mosaic section consists of 28 men who have been 
selected from the drafting platoons. Three shifts work on a 24 
hour basis. All jobs are of high priority. Among the customer 
served are the 8th Reconnaissance Wing, the Third Army, the First 
Army and the Air Transport Command. 

Another relatively new type of job was the town plans. 
Three of these-- Prague, Danz ig and Stettin--were in production 
during the month for the Office of Chief Engineer. These jobs 
require a great dea l of work by the drafting sections since all 
existing maps have to be revised according to the latest 
photographs. In addition governmental administrative maps of 
enemy and occupied territories were produced for the Office of 
Strategic Services. 

Besides the drafting and reproduction sections, mention 
should be made of the work of a complete and separate section, 
namely Photo-Library. This sect ion has set up and operated a 
complete branch library for the use of the 8th Reconnaissance 
Wing P.I. D. The section accomp lished tBe tracing, indexing 
filing of all photo sorties used by the 8th Reconnaissance Wing 
P .I. D. and the maintenance of  a sufficient map storage to meet 
local requests. 

Most important of the promotions made during the month was 
that of 1st Lt . Frank M. Marson , Commanding officer of Co. "B" 
to the rank of Captain. 2nd Lt. William H. Lyon and 2nd Lt. 
Wayne W. Mayfield were promoted to 1st Lieuts. Four new officers 
were assigned to the battalion. They were 2nd Lt. Malcolm L. 
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UNIT HISTO RY (Cont ' d) 

Rose, CE; 2nd Lt. Wilburn W .  Hursey, CE; 2nd Lt. Carroll E. 
Gustafson, CE; and 2nd Lt. John Fowler, CE. This brings the 
number of officers in the battalion up to 30 , the authorized 
number, but actually we are one Engineer officer overstrength and 
one medical officer understrength. 

In the sports field Tee 4 John W. Groves, pitching ace of 
the base ball team, was chose to  play on the 8 t h  AF All-Star Team . 
He went on TD  for 30 days to tour with the team, which was to 
participate in the 8th AF War Bond Drive. 

The month came to an end with much cele brating and noise 
making. The first social events of the battalion in the form of 
company part i es were held on success ive Saturday nights. The 
reason, as Lts. F rank R. Pfersch, Special Service Officer, 
unabashedly adm itted, was to have a good t ime. And we did ! The 
parties were held at the Garden Courts at Marlow and G. I .  trucks 
went as far as Richmond to transport girl friends. The beer 
flowed endlessly, our own Swingsters provided the dance music and 
the young ladies, of course, were most beautiful. 
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CORRECTED COPY 
DESTROY ALL OTHERS 
GENERAL ORDERS) 

NUMBER •...•. 2 4) 

S E C R E T  
HEADQUARTERS 

8TH RECONNAISSANCE WING (PROV) 
APO 634 

C I T A T I O N 

28 July, 19 44 

The 942nd Engineering Aviation Topographic Bat t alion is 
cited for extraordinary achie vement and outstanding performance 
of duty in connection wit h  military operations against an enemy 
of t he United States for t he period 1 May, 1944 to 30 June, 194 4. 
This unit operating about twelve percent under strength, compiled 
and reproduced vital maps, charts, mosaics, photomaps, target 
overlays, training manuals and posters for t he Eight h  A ir Force, 
Nin t h  Air Force, Air Transport Command and Air Ministry, 
including oblique bombardier -na vigator target charts o f  strategic 
targets, oblique pilot-bombardier target charts of tactical 
targets, flak maps, special air na vigation maps used in blind 
bombing, tactical target overlays, and maps and diagrams o f  
airfields. 

The bat talion, upon recei ving rush assignments, including 
pro jects of highest priority and military value comp leted e very 
one on or ahead or schedule ; t he accomplishment o f  which required 
working efficiently, ent husiastically and o ver and above t he 
normal line o f  duty. In most instances t hese special assignments 
required sections of t he organization to work on a continuous 
t hree -shift basis, instead o f  t he normal two shifts and on one 
occas ion one section operated continuously for t hirty hours to 
complete an important "D" Day project. 

During t he two mont h period t his organizat ion made t he 
exceptional record of producing 2, 0 15 negatives, 3 73 contact 
prints, 1, 260 plates, 1,988,359 impressions and 1, 490, 288 copies. 

The devotion to duty, morale, production technique and 
efficiently displayed by t he 9 42nd Engineering A viation 
Topographic Bat talion reflects  t he highes t  credit on t he 
organization and t he military service of t he United States. 

OFFIC IAL: 

DIST: "A" 
(Annex #1) 

By order of Colonel ROOSEVELT: 

M. E TRIMBLE 
Lt Col, Air Corps, 
Adjutant, 

26 

W. H. CLEVELAND, 
Colonel, Air Corps, 
Chief of Staff 
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HEADQUARTERS 
9 42ND ENG INEER AVIATION TOPOGRAPHIC BATTALION 

AAF STATION 10 1 

12 July 1 9 4 4  

SUBJECT: Commendation 

TO Battalion Ope rations Se ction and Company A ,  9 42nd 
Enginee r Av iation Topog raphic Battalion, AAF Station 
10 1, U. S. A rmy. 

1 . Recently this o rganiz at ion re ceived a ve rbal 
commendation f rom Major David B rooks, A-3 P rogress, and Colonel 
William H. Cleveland, Chief of Staff, Eighth Reconnaissan ce W ing 
(P rov. ) fo r the ex cellent manne r in which a job fo r the Third 
Bomb Division was pe rfo rmed. 

2. The job consisted o f  the design and manufa ctu re of a 
volume of photog�aphs showing st rikes on impo rtant atta cks by the 
Thi rd Division. 

3. It is desi red that the Battalion Ope rations O ffi ce r and 
the C ommanding Office, Company A, pass on to all membe rs of their 
commands my app re ciation on thei r having re ceived this 
commendation fo r a job well done. 

(Annex #2 ) 
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HEA DQUARTERS 
9 42ND ENG INEER AVIATION TOPOGRAPHIC BATTALION 

APO 93 4 - U. S. ARMY 

UNIT HISTORY 
(1 August 1944 t o  31 August 19 4 4 ) 

The reorganiz at ion of our ne xt higher echelon, t he 8 t h  
Reconnaissance W ing (Prov ), and i t s  redesignat ion as the 325th 
Photographic W ing, Reconnaissance involved some changes for t he 
9 42nd Bat tal ion. The bat tal ion was reassigned and prov ided w it h  
a new T/0 which had long been contemplated, but no immediate 
changes were discernible and work went on as usual. On 9 August 
19 4 4  the bat talion was off ic ially rel ieved from its assignment 
with the 8th Reconnaissance Wing and ass igned to the 325th 
Photographic W ing, Reconna issance per General Order # 4 7 4, Hq 
Eight h Air Force (Annex #1 ). The following day t he bat talion was 
reorganiz ed in accordance wit h T/0 & E 5- 400, dated 1 November 
19 43, per General Order #3, Hq, 325t h Photograph ic Wing, 
Reconnaissance ( Anne x #2 ). 

The new T/0 called for 30 officers and 550 enlisted men, an 
increase of 19 en l isted men. This added strengt h was to  
constitute a larger reproduction sect ion. All other sections 
were to remain as t hey were. Since no new men were assigned; t he 
bat talion fell even more understrengt h than it had been . The 
only other d ifference in the new T/0 was that 18 fewer bas ics 
were aut horiz ed. 

The most important promot ion in t he bat talions history 
occurred at t he beginning of August. Major Gallagher, Command ing 
Officer of the 9 42nd, was promoted to t he rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel, and t he organiz at ion ga ined added prestige t hereby. In 
addit ion to his promot ion Lt Colonel Gallagher received the 
Bronze Star "for mer itorious achievement in the performance of 
outstanding services from 15 April to 6 June 19 4 4. 1st Lieut. 
Elmore, commanding Officer of Company "A ", and 1 L ieut Moore, 
Commanding Officer of Hq and Hq & Serv Company, were promoted to 
t he rank of Capta in. The transfer of 1st Lieut. Anderson to Hq 
and Hq Squadron, 325th Photographic W ing, Reconnaissance left t he 
bat talion with one officer underst rengt h, a medical officer. 

Two commendations of not e  were received for units or 
individuals. In one the Chief of Cartography Sect ion, oss , 

expressed his appreciat ion to t he Reproduction Unit,  and in 
particular to Major Gallagher, Captain Stewart, L ieut George and 
Leonard A. Pollina, M �/Sgt, for t heir help in pr int a series of 
maps (Annex #3 ) . The ot her commendat ion, from Colonel Wat ts s .  

Humphrey, Senior Intell igence Officer, AC, contained high pra ise 
for 1st L ieut George and his assistants for a job for t he 
Command ing General, 3rd Bomb D ivis ion, 8th  Air Force, which was 
carr ied out w i t h  great care and prec ision (Anne x # 4 ) . 

Of all t he work turned out during the mont h, the mosaic 
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projects were of prime importance and required the m ost effort 
There had been 19 of these jobs in the big m onth of July; in 

• 

August there were 27. All were secret; all had triple "A " 
pri ority. There were no dead- lines on these rush jobs; they had 
t o  be gotten out immediately; the sensational American offensive 
sweep ing through France couldn ' t  wait. Unlike the bulk of the 
9 42nd ' s  work, these mosaics were made directly f or Ground 
troops - specifically, the 12th Army Group, under the command of 
Lieutenant General Bradley. Primarily centering ar ound the river 
areas of Northern and Central France - the Mouse, the Seine, the 
Aine etc. - the mosaics were used in conjuncti on with the , 
advance of the armies in the field. 

In order t o  maintain an uninterrupted flow of  w ork it was 
c ontinu ously necessary t o  rearrange the drafting plat oons and 
shift pers onnel. In addition t o  the regular m osaic crew of three 
shifts, another crew of three shifts was added, and later in the 
month when the demands increased further, still another crew of  
three shifts were put on mosaic w ork. The supervision of the 
entire project and the burden of resp onsibility rested thr ough out 
with Lieuts Tarcza and Jacobs and Milt on H. Howe, M/Sgt. Also in 
connection with the mosaic work, Major Shira made a special trip 
t o  France in the early part of the month. His missi on t o  the 
12th Army Gr oup Headquarters was to ascertain t heir mosaic 
requirements so  as t o  secure a greater degree of coordination. 

The producti on figures for August are more impressive than 
ever before. Virtually fr om its inception, the 9 42nd steadi ly 
increased its output, month by month, even when it seemed that 
the limits of production had already been at tained. Since the 
maximum amount of working hours had been utiliz ed almost from the 
beginning, it must be assumed that a greater degree of efficiency 
was constantly being realized. 4 67 j obs were completed in 
August, an increase of 55 over the previous month. 510 contact 
prints, 81 4 plates, 1,117,320 impressions - all of these figures 
likewise represented new rec ords. It was another banner month. 
A producti on graph is enclosed (Annex #5). 

To r ound out the picture of the 9 42nd's hist ory for August 
there were such items as an intensive war bond campaign which 

' 

went over our quota by appr oximately 22%, the resumpti on of 
granting fur l oughs and 4 8  hour passes and the ever-present flo o d  
of rumors, most of the lat ter including a h opeful visi on of the 
Statue of Liberty. 
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S E C R E T 

HEA DQUARTERS EIGHTH AIR FORCE 
Office of the Commanding General 

APO 634 

GENERAL ORDERS ) 

NUMBER . ... .  4 7 4 ) 

SECTION I 
SECTION I I  
SECTION I II 
SECTION IV 
SECTION V 

9 August 1944 

ACTIVATION OF ORGANI ZATIONS 
D ISCONTINUANCE OF ORGANI ZATIONS 
ASSIGNMENT OF ORGANI ZATION 
REORGANI ZATION OF ORGANI ZATIONS 
DISBANDMENT OF ORGANI ZATIONS 

I .  ACTIVATION OF ORGANI ZATION: 1 .  Pursuant to authority 
conta ined in War Department Let ter, AG 322 (5 June 44) OB- I 
AFRPG-M, Subject: "Reorganization of Certain Army Air Forces 
Units in European Theater of Operations ", 17 July 44, as amended 
by War Department Let ter AG 322 (24 July 44) OB- I-AFRPG-M, 
subject as above, 26 July 1944, and Letter Hq U .S. Strategic Air 
Forces in Europe, File 3 22, subject: "Activation, disbandment, 
Redesignation and Reorganization of Certain Army Air Forces 
Units", 1 August 1944, the following organization is hereby 
activated at AAF Station 101, and will be organi� ed in accordance 
with T/0 & E 1-760-1, dated 18 September 1943, and change 1 by 
the Commanding Officer, 8th Reconnaissance Wing (Prov), utiliz ing 
personnel now assigned to his command: 

Hq & Hq Sq, 325 th Photo Wing Reconnaissance 

Authoriz ed Strength 
Off WO EM 
� 2 105 

2. Pursuant to authority contained in let ters mentioned in 
paragraph 1 above, the Commanding Officer, Hq & Hq, 325th Photo 
Wing Reconnai s sance, will issue the necessary orders, at the 
earliest practicable date, effecting the activation of the 
following organizations in accordance with Tables of Organization 
& Equipment, listed, at the stations indicated: 

Unit 

Hq 25th Bomb 
Cp (Ren) 

x 652nd Bomb Sq (Hv) 
(Weather Ren (Hv)) 

y 653 Bomb Sq (L) 
(Weather Ren (L)) 

Annex #1 

T/0 & E 
Authorized Strength 

AAF Sta Off WO EM 

1-112, 29 June 44 376 

x 1-117, 26 Mar 43 376 
& Changes 1, 2, 
3 and 4. 

y 1-137, 28 Mar 44 376 

30 

29 

67 

51 

1 

0 

0 

7 4  

348 

242 
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· 2 . (Cont I d ) 

z 654th Bomb Sq (Hv)) 
( Ren Sp) 

8th Photo Tech Sq 

S E C R E T  

z 1- 1 17, 26 Mar 43 
& Changes 
1,2,3 & 4 

1-779, 16 Sept 
1943 

10 1 83 0 34 8 

10 1 83 1 20 1 

x T/0 is le s s 13 Bombardier s ( 1 0 35) (Cols 14, 15 and 16, line s 
25, 26, 27),one ( 1 )  Captain, three (3) 1 st Lieutenants, nine (9) 
2nd Lieutenants, five (5) Bomb sight Mechanics (Co 24, line s 60 
and 6 1), three (3) Control Tower Operator s (Col25, line s 8 1, 82 
and 83) plus thirteen ( 1 3) Weather Officer ( 82 19) (one (1) 
Captain, three (3) 1st Lieutenants and nine (9) 2nd L ieutenants), 
five (5) Weather Eqip tech (7 82) (one ( 1) Staff Sgt, two (2) Sgt 
and two ( 2) Cp 1 s) . 

y T/0 is le s s  four (4) Bombardier-Navigator s ( 1036) (Cols 13, 
14, 15 andlb, line 25) two (2) Bomsight Mechanic s 96 83) (Cols 
22 lines 59 and 60) pl

(
s twenty ( 12) 2nd Lieutenants) and five 

(5 ) Weather Equip Tech 7 82), (one ( 1) Staff Sgt, two (2) Sgts 
and two (2) Cpls). 

z T/0 is le s s  Col 25, line s 8 1, 82 and 83. 

3. Officer and enli sted grade s are authorized accordingly. 

4. Filler per sonnel and equipment will be requis itioned in 
the u sual manner. 

5. The provisions o f  AE 3 45-900, 22 May 1942, will be 
comp lied with where applicable. 

6. The date s of activation will be reported to this  
headquarters by teletype without delay. 

II. DISCONTINUANCE OF ORGANIZATIONS : 1. The 8th Reconnai s sance 
Wing (Prov ) having been temporarily e sta bli shed by general orders 
number 69, thi s headquarters, 18  February 1944, i s  discontinued 
effective 9 Augu st 1944. 

2. The provision s  o f  AE 3 45 -900, 22 May 1942, will be 
complied with where applicable. 

III. ASSIGNMENT OF ORGANIZATIONS: 1. Upon activation, the 
following organizations are a s signed to Hq, 25th Bomb Cp ( Ren) : 

Annex # 1  (Cont'd) 

652nd Bomb Sq (hv) 
653rd Bomb Sq (L) 
654th Bomb Sq (hv) 

3 1  



2 .  (Cont 'd) 

2. The fo llowing organi� ations are assigned to the 325t h  
Photo Wing Reconnaissance, effective 9 August 19 4 4 : 

UNIT 

3d AAF Combat Camera U nit 

161st AAF Motin Picture U nit 16 MM 

163d AAF Moti o n  Picture Unit 16 MM 

1st AAF Photo Intelligence Det 

19t h  AAF Photo Intel ligence Det 

9 42d Engr Avn Topographical Bn  

2d Photo Tech Sq 
Hq & Hq Sq, 5t h C C RC Cp 

6th Rep lacement & Training Sq (Bomb) 

8th  Photo Tech Sq 
213 4th  Engr Avn Fire Fighting Platoon 

1274t h  MP Co Avn 
Hq, 7th  Photo Cp Ren 

13t h Photo Ren Sq 
14t h  Photo Ren Sq 
22d Photo Ren Sq 
27th Photo Ren Sq 

3 81st Sv Sq (7 8t h Sv Cp) 

55t h  Sta Com Sq 

Hq 25t h  Bomb Gp (Ren) 
652d Bomb Sq (hv) 
653d Bomb Sq (L) 
65 4th Bomb Sq ( hv) 

8t h AAF Combat Camera Unit 

2135th  Engr Avn Fire Fighting Plat oon 

1070t h  QM Co Sv Gp 

375th Sv Sq (Sep) 
50t h Fighter Sq (Twin Engine) 

5th Replacement 7 Training Sq (Bomb) 

Hq & Hq Sq, 6 t h  CC RC Gp 

For Furt her Assignment to 
AAF Station 

101 
101 
101 
101 
101 
101 
101 
101 
101 
101 
23 4 
23 4 
234 
234 
23 4 
23 4 
23 4 
23 4 
234 

376 
376 
376 
376 
376 
376 
376 
376 
376 
376 
376 

3 .  The at tention of the commanders concerned is directed to 

t he provisions of AR 3 45-900, 22 May 1942. 

IV. REO RGAN I ZATION OF O RGAN IZATIONS : 1 .  Pursuant to aut hority 

contained in War Department let ter, AG 322 (10 Mar 44) OB- I

AFRPG-M, subject: " Redesignation, Reorganization and Disbandment 

of Certain engineer Aviation Units", and Headquarters European 

Theater of Operations, 1st Ind t hereto, �G 322 OP, t he Commanding 

Officer, Hq Sq, 325t h Photo Wing Reconna issance, w il l  issue t he 

necessary orders affecting t he reorganization of t he 942d E ngr 

Avn Top Bn in accordance wit h T .0 & E 5-400, dated 1 November 

19 43, as indicated be low: 

A nnex #1 (Cont'd) 
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Authoriz ed Strength 

Off WO EM 
0 550 

Strength 
Num ber of Units T/0 Column Off WO EM 

1 3-AA 5 12 

1 4-AB 2 14 
1 5-AC 2 19 
1 6-A D 2 19 
1 8-AF 2 31 
2 9-AC 2 30 
2 10-AH 2 58 
2 11-AI 4 1 7 2 

2 13-AK 4 150 
1 16-AM 1 21 
1 17-AO 3 
2 18-AP 10 
1 19-AQ 7 
2 16-CA + 2 24 
1 Med Det Atchd 2 8 

Less Basics ++ 18 
30 550 

+ T/0 & E 5-500, 31 July 43 & Changes 1, 2, 3,4, 5,6 and 7. 

++ Effect is given herein to reduction in basics in compliance 
with the provisions of Section V, W D  Circular 201, dated 2 2 May 
1944. 

2. Officer and enlisted grades are authorized accordingly. 

3. Filler personnel and equipment will be requisitioned in 
the usual manner. 

4. The provisions of  AR  345-900, 22 May 194 2, will be 
complied with where applicable. 

5. The date of reorganization will be reported in this 
headquarters without delay. 

V .  DISBANDMENT OF ORGANI ZATIONS ; 1 .  Pursuant to authority 
contained in letters mentioned in paragraph 1, Section I a bove, 
the Commanding Officer, 325th Photo Wing Reconnaissance will 
issue the necessary orders to effect the dis bandment of the 
follow ing organizations at stations indicated with the least 
practicab le delay : 

Anne x #1 (Cont'd ) 

33 



Units At AAF Station 

50th Fighter Sq (Twin Engine ) 376 
Hq & Hq Sq, 5th CCRC Gp 101 

5th Rep la cement & Training Sq (Bomb) 376 
Hq & Hq Sq, 6th CCRC Gp 376 

6th Rep la cement & Training Sq (Bomb) 10 1 

2 .  Personnel and equipment now assigned to those 
organizations will be utilized to the fullest extent practicable 
to effect the activation of organizations listed in paragraphs 1 
and 2, Section I above. Surplus personnel excess to the 
requirements o f  the Commanding O fficer, Hq & Hq Sq, 325th Photo 
Wing Reconnaissance, will be reported to Commanding General, 
Eighth Air Force, for disposition. Surplus equipment will be 
reported to Commanding General, VIII AF Service Command, for 
disposition. 

3. The provisions o f  AE 3 4 5-900, 22  May 19 42, will be 
complied with where applicable. 

4. The dates of disbandment will be reported to this 
headquarters without delay. 

OFFICIAL : 

By command o f  Lieutenant General DOOLITTLE: 

JOHN S. ALLARD 
Colone 1, GSC 
Chief of Staff 

LINDSEY L. BRAXTON 
Lt Colonel, AGD 
Adjutant General 

DISTRIBUTION: TAG (Att: Opns Branch (6) 
CG, AAF (Att: Air AG, Pub Branch) (10) 
CG, ETOUSA (25) 
CG, USSTAF (6) (1 cy to postal) 
CG, VIII AFCC ( 5) 
CG, VIII FC ( 5) 
CG, VIII AFSC (10) 
CG, 1st Bomb D i v  ( 5) 
CG, 2d Bomb Div ( 5) 
CG, 3d Bomb Div ( 5) 
CO, ea unit concerned ( 5) 
CO, ea station concerned ( 5) 
CO , 91 st M RU , APO 8 8 7 ( 2 ) 
CO, 6 5th MRU 
CO, 93d MRU 
AG Misc Sec 
Each Staff Sec, this Hq 
CO, 21st SCU 
Western & Southern Base Sections 

Annex #1 (Cont'd) 
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S E C R E T 

HEADQUARTERS 
325TH PHOTOGRAPHIC WING, RECONNAISSANCE 

APO 6 34 

GENERAL OR DERS ) 

NUMBER .•.•. •. • 3) 

REORGANIZATION OF 942 D ENGR AVN TO PO BN 

1. Pursuant to authority contained in War Department 
Letter, AG 322 (10 Mar 44) OB- I-AFRPG-M, subject: 
"Redesignation, Reorganiz ation and Disbandment o f  Certain 
engineer Aviatin Units", and Headquarters European Theater of 
Operations, 1st Ind. thereto, AG 322 OP, and Section IV, GO No. 
474, Hq Eighth Air . Force, 9 August, 1944 the 942d Engr Avn Topo 
Bn is reorganized in accordance with T/0 & E 5- 400, dated 1 
November, 194 3 as indicated below: 

Number 

1 
1 
1 
1 

2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 

of Units 

Authoriz ed Strength 

Off WO EM 
0 550 

T/ 0 Column 

3-AA 
4-AB 
5-AC 
6-AD 
8-AF 
9-AC 

10-AH 
11-AI 
1 3-AK 
16-AM 
17-AO 
1 8-AP 
19-AQ 
16- CA + 

Med Det Atchd 

Less Basics ++ 

Strength 
Off WO EM 

5 12 
2 14 
2 19 
2 19 
2 31 
2 30 
2 5 8  
4 172 
4 150 
1 21 

10 
7 

2 24 
2 8 

18 
30 550 

+ T/0 & E 5-500, 31 July 4 3  & Changes 1,2, 3, 4, 5,6 and 7. 

++ Effec� is given herein to reduction in basics in compliance 
with the provisions of Section V, WD  Circular 201, dated 22 May 
1944. 

Annex # 2 
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2. Officer and enlisted grades a re authoriz ed accordingly. 

3 . Fille r p ersonnel and equipment will be requis itioned in 
the usua l manner . 

Anne x #2 ( C ont ' d )  
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4. The pr ovis ions of AR 345-9 0 0, 22 May 1942, w ill be 
comp l ied  w ith where appl ica ble. 

GO No . 3, Hq 325th Photo Wing, Ren, 
date d 1 0  August , 1944, Cont'd: 

By ord er of Colonel ROOSEVELT: 

OFFICIAL : 

M.E. TR IMBLE, 
Lt Col, A ir Corps , 
Adjutant. 

DISTRIBUTION: 

3 cy TAG (Attn Oprns B r) 
1 0  cy CG, AAF (Attn A ir AG Pubs Br) 
2 8  cy CG-, ETOUSA 
6 cy CG, USSTAF 
5 cy BADA, AS C, USSTAF 
8 cy CG, E ighth AF 
8 cy CG, VIII AFSC 
1 cy, CO, Western Base Section 
1 cy CO, AAF Sta 234 
1 cy CO, AAF Sta 3 76 
5 cy ea un it concerned. 
2 cy 65th M.R.U. 
1 cy ea Staff  Sec this Hq . 

1 0  cy F ile. 

Annex #2 ( C ont ' d )  
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Colonel, A ir Corps Chief of Staff 
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R E S T R I C T E D 

HEADQUARTERS C -WHS-eft 
8TH RECONNAISSANCE WING (PROV) 

APO 63 4 

201. 22 4 Augu st 19 4 4  

SUBJECT : Commendation. 

TO Commanding Officer, 9 42nd Engineering Aviation Topo Bn, 
APO 634. 

1. It gives me great pleasure to commend you and your 
subordinates for the performance of duty which warranted the 
attached letter. This coope ration, and your ability to fill 
requisition s for another b ranch of the military service reflect s 
highest credit upon all pe rsonnel under your command. 

2. A copy of thi s  co r respondence will be placed in the 2 01 
file of each member named in the attached communication. 

1 Incl - Ltr , OSS Detachment, 
2 5  July 19 4 4  

(A CE RTIFIED TRUE COPY) 

DONALD E. GREENE 
1st Lieut., C .E. 
Adjutant 

Annex #3 
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S/ Elliott Roosevelt 
ELLIOTT ROOSEVELT 
Colonel, Air Corps 
Commanding 



Commanding O f f ice r 

R E S T R I C T E D 

OSS DETACHMENT APO 88 7 

8th Reconna issance Wing 
U . s • Army, 1 O 1 

Dea r S i r, 

25 July 19 4 4  

I wish to e xp ress my app rec iation fo r the w ill ing co 
ope ration and the excellent results of  you r Rep roduction Unit in 
p rint ing the following Maps fo r us : 

Weste rn Germany - Adm in ist rative d iv isions. 
The Nethe rlands - Folde rs - Floodab ility. 
The Nethe rlands - Polit ical Base Map . 
Lu xembou rg - Adm inist rat ion unde r Ge rman occupat ion 
Lu xembou rg - Adm in ist rat in p rio r  to occupation 
Luxembou rg - Roads. 
Luxembou rg - Elect rical powe r  systems. 
F rance - Displaced pe rsons. 
Belgium - Arrondissement of  Ypres. 
Denma rk - Pol it ical Base Map. 

You may be assu red that w ithout you r help we would not have 
been able to fulfill ou r map requests. 

I trust you will pass ou r app rec iation to Majo r Gallaghe r, 
Capta in Stewa rt, Lieutenant Geo rge, and M/ Sgt Poll ina. 

You rs ve ry t ruly, 

S/ Leona rd S. W ilson 
LEONAR D S. WILSON, Lt (jg) USNR 
Chief, Map Div is ion Outpost 
London 

DONALD E. GREENE 
1st Lieut., C.E. 
Adj utant 

Anne x #3 ( C ont ' d )  
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S/ Robe rt J. Voskuil 
ROBERT J. VOSKUIL 
Chief, Ca rtography Section 
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SUBJECT: 
TO 

COMB INED OPERATIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
c/ o HEADQUARTERS , E IGHT A IR FORCE , APO 6 34 

1 7  August 1944 

Letter of Commendat i on f or 1st Lt. D.T. GEORGE. 
C ommand ing O fficer , 32 5th Photo W ing Reece. , 
AAF Stat i on 101. 

1. Early in August , request was made for the duplicat i on in 
c olor of a ser ies of maps represent ing the Enemy React i on 
Analysis of E ighth A ir F orce M iss i ons of 28 May and 7 July , 1944. 
This w ork requ ired a great deal of care as t o  detail in 
preparati on. 

2. The w ork wa s carried out by 1st Lt. D.T. GEORGE and h is 
ass istants in a manner which reflects much cred it t o  h imself and 
h is organiz at i on. 

3. The maps were pr inted in response t o  a request fr om the 
C ommanding Genera l ,  3rd Div is i on ,  f or c opies for a ll of the B omb. 
Groups and C ombat W ings in the 3rd Div is i on. C op i es w ill go t o  
the 1st and 2nd B omb. Div isi ons also and to many other 
headquarters , b oth in the E.T.O. and elsewhere. 

4. The w ork done by the 942nd Engineering Avn. T op o. Bn. 
was carried out w ith gre at care and prec is i on ,  show ing a h igh 
degree of cooperat i on and pr ide in the assigned duty. 

5. Requested that th is letter be made a part of the 201 
file of Lt. GEORGE. 

S/ Watts S. Humphrey 
WATTS S. HUMPHREY 
Colonel , A ir C orps 

Seni or Intelligence Officer , 
Comb ined Operat i onal Plann ing Comm ittees. 

201.22 1st Ind C-WHS -hwm 
HEADQUARTERS , 325TH PHOTOGRAPHIC W ING RECONNA ISSANCE , APO 6 34 ,  
U.S. ARMY. 

I wish to  add my commendat i on to that of C olonel Humphrey's 
on the excellent w ork of your organiz at i on ,  and in particular Lt. 
D.T. George , in the preparat i on and product i on of maps for the 
3rd Bombardment D iv is i on. 

( A  CERTIF IED TRUE COPY) 

DONALD E. GREENE 
1st Lieut. , C.E. 
Adjutant. 

Annex #4 
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S/ Ell i ott Roosevelt 
ELLIOTT ROOSEVELT , 
C olonel , A ir C orps 
C ommand ing. 



I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

. · I  . .. I . • . . .. 1 · . : . l .. j ... . . : . . . l . . . . 1 
! • . I .! ; I ! I 

! ·" : " 'l •·• ·  � - ·+· ! . . . i' '. . : · · 1 · , · :  , 1 ' 
i : I I ' I . . . =· .;TOTAL . J OBS I N  s·N .. J .. . .  , _  • .  : 

I . ' ' .  • I i : : ; I I 
. . . �- . JOB $  I N i  D R AFTING · I • . . .  ! 

I I ' . 
I I l : . I 

• I .. . W..:i.iO JO B s IN ; REP.RODUCTION ! . 
. • ; . . . l . ' 

I • •  

I 

. , 

. . . 1 ·  . 

I 
, /  . . 

! .. . .. . ! .. . .. . 
. . .  i . . .. . 1 . : 



I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

' 

I 

I 

I 

I 

HEADQUARTERS 
942ND ENG INEER AVIATION TOPOGRAPHI C  BATTALI ON 

APO 63 4 - U.S. ARMY 

UN IT HISTORY 
(1 September 1944 to 30 Septem ber 1944) 

A brilliant chapter was written into military annals during 
the month of Septem ber when the Allied First Air borne Division 
executed a daring operations well behind the enemy lines, 
securing the vital bridge at Nijrnegen and fighting heroically 
against super odds at Arnhem. These paratroops and glider borne 
troops, who so fired the imagination of the world, struck from the 
skies carrying photo-mosaics made by the 942nd Engineer Aviation 
Topographic Battalion. 

Eleven separate mosaic jobs were prepared in Septe mber, 
including all types of  areas that were intended for use by 
airborne troops, ground troops and bombing crews. They were laid 
at scales ranging from 1 :9, 000 to 1 : 30,000. The total area cover 
was 6,076 square miles and the total number of prints laid was 
7, 499. A mosaic of the Rhine River from Cologne to the Swiss 
border, the largest of them, cover 2,738 square miles and 
required almost 2,000 prints. On a num ber of occasions the 
mosaic section employed a policy of anticipating jo b orders 
before they were received and preparing them in advance. This 
policy of keeping ahead of the troops resulted in the rapid 
completion of  rush jo bs. 

For their work from the period 1 August 1944 to 23 Septem ber 
1944, the Mosaic Section received a noteworthy commendation from 
Lt. Col. Gallagher, Commanding Officer o f  the 942nd . The Colonel 
cong ratulated the o fficers and men o f  this Section for the 
enviable record which they achieved through their e fficiency and 
devotion to duty ( Annex #1). A ver bal commendation from Captain 
Blakey and Lt. Stark of the 19th P.I.D., Target Section, was 
received by Captain Stewart (for the men of the Mosaic and 
Reproduction Sections). Both Captain Blakey and Lt. Stark stated 
that the mosaic which had been prepared for them was the most 
complete they had seen and far exceeded their requirements and 
expectations (Annex #2). 

In accordance with the new T/0 for this Battalion, which was 
received last month, the Reproduction Section was reorganiz ed to  
include two type 1 platoons. Two new Webendorfer presses were 
acquired as author ized under the new T/BA, bringing the total 
number of  presses to seven. The two new presses were placed into 
operation i mmediately in spite of  the lack of qualified pressmen. 
New men are being trained in this section so that all the presses 
will be operated by full crews for 24 hours a day. This another 
example of  how the Reproduction Section has, although they have 
been constantly understrength, managed to maintain a rigid 
oroduction schedule . . 
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UNIT HISTO RY (Cont'd) 

A commendation to the 942nd from Earl S. Hoag, Brigadier 
General, Commanding General of the European Division, Air 
Transport Command re vealed that the battalion had participated 
indirectly in the Allied landing in Southern France by furnish ing 
a large number of troop carrier aircraft with route manuals for 
the trip. The spirit and cooperation displayed by the men of the 
942nd, according to the General, enabled the completion of this 
urgent project within the limited time that was a vailable (Annex 
#3). �N O other commendations were received during the month. 
Grant w .  Ernst, Lt. Colonel, IX Troop Carrier Command, expressed 
his appreciation to Captain Stewart, Lt. George and the enlisted 
uersonnel of the battalion for their prompt and efficient 
;ooperation in furni shing operational mate ria l for the units of 
his command (Annex #4). the other commendation came from Cooke 
Bausman, Jr., Major, Air Inspector, reporting on the excellent 
condition of the Unit Personnel Section (Annex #5). 

Production figures for September continue to  remain 
impressively high, although the ever rising curve now seems to be 
lA veling off. A decline in the number of jobs completed was more 
than balanced by the record number of nearly a million and a half 
impressions run off the presses . The number of plates, 962, and 
negatives, 2122, also exceeds all previous figures. The 
production flow chart for September is attached (Annex #6). 

There were fewer promotions this month than heretofore 
because most of the available ratings have been filled. There 
were a few new ratings among the enlisted; among the officers, 
Burn s D. Price was promoted to 1st Lieut. The number and status 
of the battalion personnel remained approximately the same. A 
few new replacements arrived, and were assigned, for the most 
part, to Reproduction. On the other hand, the Army's 
Demobilization plan began to go into e ffect and a few happy men 
packed their belongings and left for the good old U.S.A. 
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HEADQUA RTERS 
942ND ENGINEER AVIATION TOPOGRAPHIC BATTALION 

AAF STATION 10 1 

SUBJECT : Commendation 27 September 1944 

TO 
Bn. 

Mosa ic Section , Company A ,  942nd Engineer Avn. Topo. 

1. Dur ing the period 1 August 1944 to 23 September 1944 , 
the mosaic Section has completed 42 mosaics of cities , tow ns and 
areas of Europe , cover ing a total of 5 , 786 square miles of land 
area and involv ing the indexing , ratioing , rectification , 
annotating and assembling of 9 , 88 7  aerial photographs. These 
results were ach ieved through an expenditure of 8 ,  149 man-hours 
of work. 

2. Many of these tasks covered areas of pr ime importance to 
the conduct of the campaign in Europe , and w ere completed in 
extremely short time only by the efficient manner with which the 
Section was organiz ed and managed and by the exemplary devotion 
to duty of its members. 

3. I congratulate the off icers and men of the Mosaic 
Section on the env iable record they have achieved which has 
greatly enhanced the reputat ion of th is battalion. 

( A  CERTIFIED T RUE COPY) 

DONALD E. G REENE 
1 st Lieut. , C.E. 
Adjutant . 

Annex #1 

S/Edward J .  Gallaghe r 
EDWA RD J. GALLAGHE R  
Lt. Col. , C.E. 
Command ing. 
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BATTALION OPERATIONS 
942nd Engr. Avn. Topo. Bn. 

APO 634, U.S. Army 

SUBJECT : Commendation 

TO : Mosa ic and Reproduction Sect ions 

3 0  Sept ember 1944 

1. I desire to  pass to you the verbal commendations I 
rece ived for Captain Blakey and Lt. S tark of  the 19th P.I.D. 
Target Section in connection with Mosaic No. 46 recently prepared 
by your section. 

2. Bot h  Captain Blakey and Lt. Stark stat ed it was the best 
prepared and most comple t e  mosaic they had seen and far exceeded 
their requirements and expectations. 

3 .  As a mat t er of int erest, Captain Blakey stat ed that 
another unit had previouslyTthe same mosaic and his section found 
it to

1'
unusable rnp:.red 

b e..  

(A CERTIF IED TRUE COPY) 

DONALD E. GREENE 
1st Lieut., C .E. 
Adjutant. 

Annex #2 
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S/Robert S. St ewart 
T/ROBERT S. STEWART 

Captain, C .E. 
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UNITED STATES A RMY AI R FORCES 
HEADQUAR'rERS 

EUROPEAN DIVISION , AIR TRANSPO RT C OMMAN D 
(14 00TH AAF BASE UNIT) 

In rep 1 y re f e r t o : 
2 01 .22  

APO  887  U.S. ARMY 

3HI/pc 
2 8  August 1944 

SUBJECT: Commendation of 942nd Engi neering Advanced Topographic 
Battal i on. 

TO Commanding General, 8th A ir Force, AAF Stat ion 1 01, A PO 
6 3 4 , U . S . A rmy . 

1. Just prior to the Allied landing in  South France, a 
large number of troop carr ier aircraft were deployed from this 
theater to Italy to part ic ipa te in  the airborne phase of that 
invasion. It was necessary for the European Division of ATC to 
br ief t hese a ircraft and to furnish them with route manuals for 
this trip. 

2. This Headquarters d id not have enough cop ies of requ ired 
route manuals to supply such a large number of aircraft crews. 
It became necessary to call upon the 942nd Engineer i ng Advanced 
Topographic Battalion to produce a large quantity of sheets for 
these manua ls on very sho rt not ice. At this t ime the project was 
classified as "top secret" and it was not possible to explain to 
the officers of the battalion the urgency of this pr int ing job. 
However, the battal ion, at the request of this Headquarters, went 
to work on this project immed iately on a twenty four hour shift 
and completed the work within the l imited time that was 
available. 

3. The 942 nd Engineer i ng Advance d Topographic Battal ion is 
to be commended for the ir sp irit and w illi ngness to put extra 
effort into their work when the occas ion arises . 

Annex #3 

4 5  

S/Earl S. Hoag 
T/EARL S. HOAG 

Brigad ier Gene ral, USA, 
Commanding 
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201. 22 1st Ind c- 8-3 
HEADQUARTERS E IGHTH AIR FORCE, AAF STATION 101, APO 63 4, 
6 September 19 4 4  

TO : Commanding Officer, 325th Photo Wing Reconnaissance , APO 
634. 

1. The commanding General has noted wit h  pleasure the 
commendation contained in basic communication. 

2. Through the speed and efficiency w ith which the 9 4 2 nd 
Engineering Advanced Topographic Battalion filled the urgent 
requirements for additional route manual sheets, a shortage of 
manuals needed in conjunction with the landings in Southern 
Fran ce was alleviated in time to avert serious di fficulty. 

By command of Lieutenant General DOOLITTLE : 

S/Meedie W. Hobb s 
MEED IE W. HOBBS 
Major AGD 
Ass 't Adjutant 
General. 

20 1. 22 2nd Ind G-MRN *elg · 
HEADQUARTERS 325TH PHOTOGRAPH IC W ING, RECONNAISSANCE, APO 63 4, US 
Army. 9 Sep 4 4  

TO : Commanding Officer, 9 42nd Engr Avn Topo Bn, AAF Station 101, 
APO 634. 

The Commanding Officer desires to add h i s  commendation and 
appreciation for this outstanding instance of atte ntion to duty. 

By order of Colonel ROOSEVELT: 

(A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY) 

DONALD E. GREENE 
1st Lieut., C. E. 
Adjutant. 

Annex #3 ( C ont ' d ) 
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S/M.R. Norman 
T/M. R. NORMAN 
CWO., USA 
ASS 'T ADJUTANT 
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R E S T R I C T E D 

IX ADVANCED HEADQUARTERS 
IX TROOP CARRIER COMMAND 

Off ice of the Assistant Chief of Staff, A-2 
APO 133, U S  Army 

D-E 

SUBJECT: Commendation 

TO : Commanding Officer, 942nd Engineer Aviation 
Topographical BN, aPO 634, U S  Army. 

1. The Inte l ligence Section of this headquarters has had 
occasions over a period of time to use the faci lities of your 
unit for reproduction purposes. Much of this work has been on an 
operational priority basis with fixed time limits. 

2. Captain Stewart, Lieutenant George and your en listed 
personnel have been most e fficient and cooperative at all times 
in enab ling this Command to furnish its units with necessary 
ope rationa l material prompt and ef ficient cooperation. 

(A CERTIF IED TRUE COPY) 

DONALD E. GREENE 
1st Lieut., C.E. 
Adjutant. 

Annex #4 

4 7  

S/Grant W. Ernst 
T /GRANT W. ERNEST 

Lt Colone l, GSC 
A C  of S, A-2 
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HEADQUARTERS 
325th PHOTOGRAPHIC W ING, RECONNAISSANCE 

Office of the A ir Inspector 
APO 634 

H-CB-pk 

SUBJECT : Commendation . 

TO Command ing Officer, 942nd Engineer A vn Topograph ic 
Battal ion, AAF Stat ion 101, APO 634 . 

1 .  The excellent condit ion of the Unit Personnel Sect ion of 
your Headquarters, as reported by the Ass istant A ir Inspector, 
reflects the d il igent effort and excellent att itude of the 
Enl isted Men of th is Section as well as 1st Lt . D . E .  Greene, 
Adjutant . 

2 .  The steady improvement in ma inta ining both Service 
Records and W D  AGO Forms 20, w h ich was fac il itated by the 
unti ring effort of the personnel ment ioned above through 
voluntary forfeiture of the ir passes and furloughs, reflects 
great cre dit to themselves and to the ir organiz at ion . 

3 .  This Office is grat ified to report such s incere effort 
to the Command ing Off icer, 325th Photographic W ing, 
Reconna issance . 

(A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY) 

DONALD E .  GREENE 
1st Lieut ., C .E .  
Adjutant . 

Annex #5 

4 8  

S/ Cooke Bausman, Jr . 
COOKE BAUSMAN, Jr .,  
Maj or, AC, 
A ir Inspector . 
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HEADQUARTERS 
942ND ENG INEER AVIATION TOPOGRAPHIC BATTALION 

APO 634 - U. S. ARMY  

UNIT HISTORY 
(1 October 1944 to 31 October 1944) 

Work done by the 942nd Topographic Battalion in recent 
months attracted the attention of two non-organiz ation Lieutenant 
Generals : Omar N. Bradley, Commanding General of the Twel fth Army 
Group, and L.H. Brereton, Commanding General o f  First Allied 
Ai rborne Army. Each congratulated the battalion for aid rendered 
in the common cause. General Bradley, in a unit commendation to 
our Commanding Officer, expressed his appreciation for the 
outstanding work accomplished by the 942nd for the Twelfth Army 
Group. Untiring effort together with the anticipation of the 
Army Groups needs reflected great credit upon the unit according 
to General Bradley (Anne x #1). General Brereton's commendation 
was directed to the 325th Photographic Wing, Reconnaissance as a 
whole, but he singled out the 942nd Battalion for special 
mention, praising it for the high state o f  training and devotion 
to duty displayed by the personnel. The Wing, and consequently 
this Battalion, according to the General, shared in the success 
of the largest airborned operation which has yet been launched. 
(Annex 2). 

General Doolittle issued a commendation to the entire 32 5th 
Wing on 9 October for outstanding perf ormance o f  duty (Annex 3). 
The General congratulated the Wing for its enviable record since 
its activation and its important contribution to the success of 
the Eighth Air �orce. This commendation came on the heels of an 
exchange of correspondence between General Eisenhower and General 
Spaatz - also transmitted to us by General Doolittle - in which 
the Supreme Allied Commander expressed his lasting gratitude to 
the personnel of the Strategic Air Forces for their cooperation 
(Annex 4). 

Another commendation o f  an entirely different kind, was 
received for the 942nd Dance Band, the "Swingsters" , which has 
been building a reputation for itself and the organization, 
olaying about three nights a week in and out o f  camp. The 
Director of the Camp Lynn Aeroclub, Catherine G. White, thanked 
Lt. Col. Gallagher for the band's participation in dances and jam 
sessions at the club (Anne x 5). 

In both of the Generals ' commendations it was the production 
of mosaics and photomaps which were noted specifically. Though 
this type of work m ight be considered somewhat more spectacular 
than other, it would be unfair to over emphasiz e it to the 
subordination of other important jobs. The dra fting platoons, 
always an essential section o f  any topographic unit, turned out 
work of a vital nature during October. During the month a loaded 
docket of job o rders, including many types, ta xed the skill and 
speed of  the dra ftsmen to the utmost. 
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Some of the jobs in production deserve mention. 
The"Neugrip" Series of maps for the AEAF which were comp iled from 
1 : 500,000 to 1 : 1, 000,000 scale involved the plotting o f  more , 
redrafting and "layout". The fourth edit ion o f  Spec ial Air 
Navigation Se ries for the 8th Air Force cons isted of 9 maps of  
Central Germany. Eleven target maps, the equ ivale nt of the 
British night target maps, were drafted for A ir M inistry. This 
unit did the color separation draft ing (3 p lates for each) and 
the British reproduced them for immediate use by the RAF. These 
maps were highly secret and had "A" prior ity. 

Perhans the most challenging job every to come into the 
drafting r�oms was the Japanese project. Fortunately it wasn't a 
rush j ob for it entailed a great deal of p lanning, apart from a 
vast amount o f  drafting, consisting o f  1 5  separate maps o f  Japan 
for the Office of Strategic Services. When completed, one of the 
above maps contained a maximum of ten colors separated into 
designs representing a maximum o f  12 5 separate areas. Over 100 
metal plates for color separation drawings will be used, the 
oreparation of which is a considerable job in itsel f. This wil l 
be a major and cont inuous job for the next month or two as it 
w ill be interrupted by the prior ity operational work from day t o  
day. 

The mosaic section during this month had a drop in 
product ion, but it was directly attr ibuted to the adverse weather 
in France, Holland and Germany. The job orders were on hand and 
the men were ready, but the photographic coverage was lacking in  
many cases because the reconna issance airmen cou ldn't obtain the 
necessary photographs. Nevertheless, seven jobs "fere turned out, 
a total area of 3,63 5 square miles. A ll were of Western Germany, 
the battlefield of tomorrow. 

The bad flying weather also a ffected the work of the Photo 
Library Section. The tracing and fil ing of current sort ies - one 
of the varied functions of the Photo-Library was held up on 
the occasions that photographs didn't arr ive. On 10 October 19 44 
Harold A. Reynolds, Captain, AC, who had been on Detached 
Serv ices with the Photo -Library Section of the battalion, 
received a warm commendation from Lt. Col. Gallagher, Commanding 
Officer (Annex 6). Captain Reynolds who had organ ized and 
supervised the Map Library, was released f rom his assignment with 
t he 9 42nd later in the month and a ll who had come to know and 
admire him in the battalion we re genuinely sorry to see him go. 

The production f igures fo r October reveal one interesting 
item: that 1, 777,02 5 impressions were turned out during the month 
and all time record. The main reason for this great number was 
the 600, impressions used on one job alone - namely roads and 
railroads maps o f  France for the Transportat ion Corps of the U.S. 
Army. Other f igures were approx imately the same as previous 
months. A product ion chart for October is att ached. (Annex 7) 

Lt. Price and Lt. George both made trips to France during 
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UNIT HISTORY (Cont'd) 

the month. These trips, each lasting about 5 days, were for the 
purpose of coordinating the map requirements of the Twelfth Army 
Group, the AEAF, OCE, and other headquarters in t he field. It is 
expected that an officer of the battalion will make those rounds 
every two or three weeks . On 11 October Captain Rothrock went on 
TD to the RAF Schoo l of Pathology and Tropical Medicine for 14 
days. 

During the month a carbine marksmanship contest was held by 
the Base Defense Officer to determine the best unit team on AAF 
Station 101, and also a team to represent Station 101 in the 
Headquarters Command competition to be composed of the five 
highest individual scorers from the unit teams A preliminary 
elimination firing was held in the Battalion and a team chosen to 
represent the Battalion at the match firing. A five man team 
composed of Lt. Pferach, Lt. Jeter, Tee 4 Eleuteri, Sgt Dicaulla 
and Pfc Polley placed the large loving cup on display in this 
Battalion by a marg in of 64 points. Each member of the team 
received individual medals and Lt. Pfersch also received a nice 
silver cup for highest individual scorer on the station. He 
outpointed his closest rival by 12 points. Lt. Pfersch and Te e 4 
Eleuteri obtained a berth on the Station team and Lt . Jeter and 
Pfc Polley placed as first and second alternate respectively. 

In the Command Competition between this Station, Lt. Farme 
and Watten, Lt. Pfersch and Te e 4 Eleuteri again shared in the 
honor s of  a winner as Station 101 outpointed its closest rival by 
a team margin of over 100 points. Lt. Pfersch and Sgt Eleuteri 
will be members of the Station and Command teams in the final 8th 
Air Force Meet to be fired at Thedford early next month. 

Since no change of station seemed in prospect, plans were 
made to winteriz e the tents. The cold weather season was at hand 
and we prepared to meet the onslaughts of the Eng lish winter. 
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HEADQUARTERS TWELFTH ARMY GROUP 
APO 6 5 5  

201.22 X 3 30. 1 3  28 September 44 

SUBJECT: Unit Commendation. 

TO Commanding General, E ighth Air Force. 

1 .  It is desired to commend you as commanding officer and 
the officers and men of your unit for the outstanding work which 
you have accomplished for the Twelfth Army Group and for all the 
subordinate units under this command. 

2. Your untiring efforts together with the anticipation of 
Army Group needs have made the mosaics and uncontrolled photo 
maps produced by the 942nd Engineer Batta lion availab le for 
quantity distribution in many instances where no other material 
was available. 

3. Great credit is reflected upon your unit and the service 
in general by the outstanding devotion to duty disp layed by the 
individuals of your command. 

/s / O.N. Bradley 
/T/ O.N. BRADLEY 

Lt Gen, U.S.A. 
Commanding 

201.22 x 3 30.1 3 1st Ind (DCSA )  
HEADQUARTERS EIGHTS AIR FORC E, A PO 6 34, 1 6  October 1944 

TO: Commanding Office r ,  325th Photo Wing, Reconnaissance, APO 
6 34 

It is indeed gratifying to receive a commendation f rom the 
Commanding General, Twe lfth Army Group in appreciation for 
exce llent services rendered by an organization of this command. 
I desire to add my own appreciation for a task we ll done. 

Annex # 1 

/s / J.H. Doolittle 
/t/ J.H. DOOLITTLE 

Lieutenant Genera l ,  U.S.A. 
Commanding 
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2 0 1.22 x 33 0. 13 2nd Ind. G-MET-elg 
HEADQUARTERS 32 5 TH PHOTOGRAPHI C  W ING, RECONNAISSANCE, APO 634, US 
Army 22 Oct 44 

TO: Commanding Officer, 942nd Engr Avn Topo Bn, AAF Station 1 0 1, 
APO 634. 

I am proud to forward the ba sic communication from the 
Commanding General, Twelfth Army Group and fir st indors ement from 
the Commanding General, Eighth Air Force. 

(A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY) 

DONALD E. GREENE 
1 st Lieut., C.E. 
Adjutant . 

Annex #1 ( Cont ' d )  
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/ s/ Elliott Roo sevelt 
/t/ ELLIOTT ROOSEVELT 

C olone l, Air Corp s, 
Commanding 
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AG 201.22 

SUBJECT: 

TO 

HEADQUARTERS 
F IRST ALLIED A IRBORNE ARMY 

Commendation. 

APO 7 40, U S  Army 
21 September 19 44 

Commanding Officer, 325th Photo Wing, Reconnaissance 
APO 634, U S  Army . (Thru CG; VI I I  Air Force). 

' 

1. During the planning phase of  the recent airborne 
landings in HOLLAND, your organization received numerous requests 
� or aerial photographs and mosaics from this Headquarters. 

2. The high state of  training and devotion to duty 
disp layed by the personnel o f  the 9 42nd Eng. Avn. Topo. Battali on 
and other elements o f  your organiz ation has reflected great 
credit upon you and upon those unde r your Command. 

3. Captain Bernard L. Thomas, 0-4 7 1020, 325th Photo wing, 
on Detached Service with this Headquarters from 2 4  Aug to 20 Sept 
19 4 4, displayed a high degree o f  professional knowledge and was 
most helpful during the organiz ation of the Photo Section. 

4. It gives me great pleasure to commend you, and through 
you the members of your Command, for your share in the success of 
the largest airborne operation which has yet been mounted. 

/s/ L.H. Brereton 
/t/ L . H. BRERETON 

Lieutenant General, USA 
Commanding. 

201.22 1 st Ind G -A-12 
HEADQUARTERS E IGHTH AIR FORCE; APO 63 4, 27 September 19 44. 

TO : Commanding Officer, 325th Photo Wing, Reconnaissance, APO 
63 4 

It is very gratifying for me to transmit to you and the 
members of you command the commendation from the Commanding 
General, 1st Airborne Army. I desire to add my personal 
congratulations thereto. 

Annex # 2 

/s/ J.H. Doolitt le 
/t/ J.H. DOOLITTLE 

Lieutenant General, U.S.A. 
Commanding 
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201 .22 2 nd Ind . A-ER-elg 
HEADQUARTERS 325TH PHOTOGRAPHIC WING, RE CONNAISSANCE, APO 634, US 
Army . 3 Oct 44 

TO : Commanding Officer, 7th Photo Group, Ren, AAF Station 234, 
APO 634 . 
Commanding Officer, 25th Bomb Group, Ren, AAF Station 376, APO 
634 . 
Commanding Officer, 942nd Engr Avn Topo Bn, AAF Station 101 . 
Commanding Officer, 2d Photo Tech Sq, AAF Station 101 . 
Commanding Officer, 8th Photo Tech Sq . AAF Station 10 1 .  

It is with extreme pleasure that I forward this commendation 
from the Commanding General's, 1st Airborne Army and Eighth Air 
Force to all mem bers of your command who so diligently and 
unselfishly did their part in assisting the recent historic 
airborne land ings. I desire to add my personal congratulations 
to al l member s of this command .  

Cy- Capt Thomas . 

(A CERT IFIE D  TRUE COP Y) 

DONALD E .  GREENE 
1st Lieut . ,  C . E .  
Adjutant . 

Annex #2 , cont ' d ) 
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/s / Elliott Roosevelt 
/t/ ELLIOTT ROOSEVELT 

Colonel, Air Corps, 
Commanding 



I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

201. 2 2  
SUBJECT :  
TO 

R E S T R I C T E D 

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AIR FORCE 
Office of the Commanding Gene ral 

APO 63 4 

9 0 ct o be r 19 4 4 
Commendation. 
Commanding Office r, 325th Photo Wing, Reconnaissance, 
APO 63 4 

1. I desire to commend the 325th Photo Wing, Reconnaissance 
(forme rly the 8th Reconnaissance Wing (Provisional)), and all 
units assigned o r  attached the reto, for outstanding pe rfo rmance 
of duty since activation of the Wing in Feb rua ry 19 4 4. 

2. In view of ha ving been fo rmed less than fou r ( 4) months 
befo re D- Day, the Wing was faced with innume rable problems of 
great u rgency in developing the facilities enabling it to p ro vide 
on a la rge scale the many reconnaissance functions which we re so 
essential to the successful inva sion of the Continent. The fact 
that adequate photo reconnaissance info rmation has at all times 
been available to both the Allied g round and ai r fo rces is 
att ributable, in a substantial deg ree, to the efficient 
o rganization built up by the 3 25th Photo Wing Reconnaissance in 
this sho rt pe riod of time. 

3. In the field of weathe r reconnaissance, the Wing has 
taken an impo rtant pa rt in p roviding much mo re satisfacto ry 
cove rage than he retofo re had been obtained. New tactics and 
technique in the field have been developed which will be of g reat 
value as a continuing guide to ai r fo rce rec onnaissance activity. 
In the field of mapping, the 3 25th Photo Wing Reconnaissance has 
pe rfo rmed invaluable se rvices. The Wing is responsible, 
fu rthe rmo re, fo r having pe rfected combat night photog raphy. 

4. All pe rsonnel in the 3 25th photo Wing, Reconnaissance, 
both ground and air, have cont ributed notably to the en viable 
reco rd which has been achieved. G round pe rsonnel have worked 
w illingly and enthusiastically fo r long hou rs in o rde r that the 
Wing might fully accomplish its mission. Backed by the ground 
o rganiz ation, the air pe rsonnel have, through thei r cou rage and 
technical skill, reached thei r objectives to achieve commendable 
results with g reat consistency, despite all handicaps of enemy 
oooosit ion and weathe r . .. .. 

Annex #3  
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5. The splend �d rec�rd established by the 325� h Photo W ing 
Reconna issance and its units constitutes an accompl ishment for 
which all who contributed may be justly p roud . 

(A CE RTIFIE D  T RUE COPY) 
DONALD E. G REENE 
1st Lieut . ,  C .E .  
Adjutant. 

Annex #3 ( C ont ' d )  
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/s/ J.H . Dool itt le 
/t/  J.H. DOOLITTLE 

Lieutenant General, U.S.A . 
C ommanding 
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HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH A IR FORCE 
Office of  the Commanding Gene ral 

APO 6 3 4  

Subj ect : Commendat ion. 4 Octobe r 19 4 4 

To 
Fo rce. 

Command ing Office rs, All O rganiz at i ons, E ighth A i r  

It is indeed most grat i fy ing fo r me to t ransm it to you and 
the membe rs of  you r command the attached lette rs, both o f  which 
are self explanato ry. 

I feel su re that each membe r of  this A i r  Fo rce w ill be p roud 
of these lette rs and I know that we all realize the 
responsibility which rests upon us in rende r ing suppo rt to the 
fo rces unde r Gene ral E isenhowe r, the Sup reme All i ed Commande r. 

It is my w ish that this co r respondence be rep roduced by 
station Commande rs fo r O rgan iz at ion Commande r  and cop ies be 
fu rn ishe d them fo r d istribut ion to each membe r of the i r command. 

2 Incls: 

/s/ J. H. Dool ittle 
/t/ J. H. DOOLITTLE 

Lie utenant Gene ral, U. S.A. 
Command ing 

1 - Lette r f rom Gen E isenhow e r  to Gen Spaatz 
2 - Lette r from Gen Spaatz to Gen Eisenhowe r 

Annex # 4  
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SUPREME HEADQUARTERS 
ALLIED EXPEND IT IONARY FORCE 

Office of the Supreme Commander 

Dear General Spaatz: 

28  Octobe r 19 4 4 

By direction of the Combined Chiefs of Staff the U.S. Strategic 
Air Forces are no longer operati onally responsible to SHAEF 
Headquarters, Nevertheless this whole Command will continue with 
entire confidence to look to General Doolittle and the Eighth Air 
Force for the same type of prompt and effective cooperation as 
that organiz ation has constantly exhibited throughout the 
preparatory stages of the invasion as well as during its actual 
execution. 

The Strategic Air Forces have not only answered every call made 
upon them, cheerfully, promptly and effectively but have taken 
the lead in discovering new means and methods whereby they could 
help toward the attainment of common objectives. 

r hope that every member of the Strategic Air Forces may have 
oersonal assurance of my lasting gratitude and will realiz e that 
this whole Command feels indebted to them for examples of 
unexcelled courage, skill and perfection in cooperation. 

With warm personal regards, 

Sincere ly, 

Dtfight D. Eisenhower (Signed) 

Lt. General Carl Spaatz 
Commanding Genera l 
U.S. Strategic Air Jorces in E urope 
APO 6 3 3, U.S. Army 

(A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY) 

DONALD E. GREENE 
1st Lieut., C. E. 
Adjutant. 

Annex # 4  (Cont'd) 
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HEA DQUARTERS 
UNITED STATES STRATEGIC AIR FORCES IN EUROPE 

Office of the Commanding General 
APO 633 

30 September 194 4 

Dear General Ei senhower : 

The expre s sion o f  your appreciation for the work o f  the Strategic 
Air Force s contained in your letter of  September 28th will be 
deeply appreciated by every o fficer and man in that organization. 
You know, I am sure, how much I per sonally value the commendation 
you ha ve given to the per sonnel under my command. 

During all the long day s of  the air a ssault again st Germany 
leading up to the invasion it sel f, your appreciation of the value 
o f  strategic bombing made it po s sible for us  to do this part of  
our job. I am sure I expre s s  the feelings of my entire command 
when I say that they are proud to have been able to make thi s 
contr ibution to the succe s s  of your ground force s. 

By decision o f  the Combined Chief s  o f  Staf f  the Strategic Air 
Forces are no longer operationally re spon sible to you. 
Regardles s, however, of any chain of command which may be set up, 
I know that you realize that you can count not only on the same 
full mea sure of support you have en joyed in the pa st, but that 
the strategic force s under my command will redouble their effort s 
to see that e very pos sible support i s  gi ven to your forces. 

E very member o f  the Strategic Air Force s wi ll be proud to receive 
your expre s sion o f  gratitude which I am pa s sing on to the . 

(Signed) 

General Dwight D. Ei senhower 
Supreme Commander 
Allied Expeditionary Force 

(A CERTIFIE D  TRUE COPY) 

DONALD  E. GREENE 
1 st Lieut., C . E .  
Adjutant . 

Annex #4 ( Cont ' d ) 

Sincerely, 

CARL SPAATZ 
Lieutenant General, USA 
Commanding . 
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AMER I CAN RED CROSS 

Lt. Co l. E.J. Gallagher, 
942nd Engrs. 
AAF Station 1 01. 

Dear Colonel Ga l lagher, 

Camp Lynn Aeroclu b. 
Octo ber 8th ' 44 

I ha ve fe lt for sometime that I wou ld like to write to you 
of  our appreciation of  the 942nd Eng. Band, under the direction 
o f  Sgt. Stillwell. They have p layed a number o f  times for Dances 
and Jam Sessions at the Clu b and in the Gymnasium, and I know 
that they have added tremendous ly to the good spirits that we 
have sometimes achieved here. 

I cannot say too much a bout their cheerfu lness and co 
operative manner, and we are looking fo rnard to having them again 
for future programmes at the Clu b. Incidental ly, I be lieve that 
they wi ll be a bout the on ly orchestra avai lab le for such purposes 
at the Camp, as the Flying Yanks, the 8th Air Forces orchestra 
will soon be leaving on an extended tour. 

( A  CERTIFIED  TRUE COPY) 

DONALD E. GREENE 
1st Lieut ., C.E. 
Ad jutant. 

Annex #5 

Sincerely yours, 

6 1  

/s/ Cathe rine G. White 
/t/ Catherine G. White 

C lub  Director. 



HEADQUARTERS 
9 42ND ENG INEER AVIATION TOPOGRAPHIC BATTALION ELG/hmb 

AAF STATION 101 

201. 22 10 October 19 4 4. 

SUBJECT: Commendation of C aptain Harold A. Reynolds 

TO ; Commanding Officer, 325th Photographic Wing, 
Reconnaissance, 

APO 63 4. 

1. Shortly after activation the 9 42nd Engineer Aviation 
Topographic Battalion was given the task of maintaining a Map 
Library for use of the various units and sections of the Wing. 
C aptain Harold A. Reynolds was placed on Detached Service with 
this Battalion from the 1st AAF P. I. D. for the purpose o f  
organiz ing this Map Library. Using untrained personnel and 
l imited equipment, Captain Reynolds w as highly successful in 
placing the library on an operational basis in a minimum of time 
and at the same time training pe rsonnel to operate this library 
efficiently. 

2. By long hours of work C aptain Reynolds was furt her 
successful in obtaining scarce maps needed for highly important 
operational work on extremely short notice. 

3. Captain Reynolds devotion to du ty and his spirit of 
cooperation with both British and American agencies are highly 
commendable. 

4. It is requested that this letter be forwarded to his 
present Commanding Officer and be made a part of the 20 1-file of 
Captain Reynolds. 

( A  CERTIFIE D TR UE COPY) 

DONALD E. GREENE  
1st Lieut., C. E. 
Adjutant. 

Annex #6 
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/s/ Edward J. Gallagher 
/t/ EDWAR D J. GALLAGHER 

Lieut. Colonel, C. E. 
Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
942N D  ENGINEER AVIATION TOPOGRAPHIC BATTALION 

APO 634 - U. S. ARMY 

UNIT HISTORY 
(1 November 1944 to 30 November 1944) 

The month of  November brought no major changes in any 
section of  the battalion. The type o f  work, the quantity of  
production, the personne l, the methods previous ly developed - al l 
remained approximately as be fore. The established routines were 
providing e f ficient enough to me et the demands of a situation in 
which no new or specia l type o f  work was called for. 

Company "A" - to inject the enthusiasm that comes as a 
result o f  new associations - made a wholesale rearrangement of  
personnel. Lt. Jeter became Personnel Officer, Lt. Lowe took 
over Company Operations, Lts. Tarcza and P fersch were made 
platoon leaders and Lt. Jacobs remained in charge of  the Mosaic 
Section. The men o f  the company were likewise placed in new 
sections, for the most part in posit ions w hich experience had 
shown to be suited to their abilities. Practically speaking the 
company was composed of  a headquarters platoon; including 
operations; a mosaic platoon, divided into thre e shifts; and two 
drafting platoons, each consisting of  two sections. 

The Reproduction section was deluged by a sudden influx o f  
heavy work toward the latter part o f  the month and quickly 
reverted to a 24 hour-a-day schedule. The total number of  jobs 
in Reproduction was high throughout the month, the weekly average 
running about 100. This is borne out by the monthly production 
statistics, which show that the batta lion, as a whole, completed 
518 jobs during November. Though this is the highest figure ever 
attained in this department, it should be stated in complete 
fairness that the number of jobs completed is not an accurate 
representation of  the entire output when it is not weighed with 
the figures for the number o f  plates, impressions, ne gatives, 
etc. These totals, though impressively_ high for November, are 
not outstanding. A production chart for the month is attached. 
(Annex no . 1) 

A new type of  F lak map showing both heavy and light flak 
positions and the range of  the anti-aircraft de fenses in the 
Ber lin and Leipz ig areas, to be easily read by pilots of  fighter 
craft and navigators of bombers on tactical missions, was 
designed and initiated by the dra fting section. The density and 
location of  all avai lable flak areas was drafted in distinctive 
co lors and overlayed on the standard G.S.G.S. 40 72 Air Maps. 
The se maps w ere designed at the request o f  Lt. Col. Kretz, Anti
Aircraft O fficer of the Eighth Air Force and delivered to Lt. 
Col. Garrett, Map O fficer, 8th Air Force, for distribution. 

A semi-control led photo-mosaic covering an area of 3 or 4 
mil es on each side of  the Rhine River from Cologne to Unna was 
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UNI T  H ISTORY (Cont 'd) 

among the w ork p roduced by the mosa ic section . A total a rea of 
app roximately 240 squa re miles was cove red, involving the laying 
of  53 contact p rints and 3 79 ratioed p rints ove r 1: 10,000 base 
map . All towns of impo rtan ce we re annotated on the mosaic. 
Contact prints of finished cha rts were sent to FAAA, OCE, Mosaic 
Lib ra ry Medmenham, and to Lt. Col. Fulle r of the 12th A. P. I. D. in 
F ranee. 

A commendation fo r ou r Rep roduction unit fo r its excellent 
offset p rinting was received f rom Leste r A rmou r, commande r, USNR, 
Deputy Di recto r of the Office of St rategic Se rvices, ETOUSA. He 
exp ressed the app reciation of the OSS  fo r the maps which we 
p rocessed fo r them, noting especially the high quality and 
outstanding regist ry accomplished. (Annex no. 2) F rom B rigadie r 
A. G. Walch, Headqua rte rs, Ai r bo rne Troops, England, came a sho rt 
but since re t ribute add ressed to Col. Gallaghe r: " I  am w riting 
to thank you fo r the high standa rd rep roduced fo r us ."  (Annex no 
3) Ou r popula r dance band d rew anothe r lette r of p raise, this 
time f rom Daniel K. Phippen, Ma jo r, Air Co rps, Commanding, Hq. 
and Hq. Squad ron, 325th Photog raphic Wing, Reconnaissance, who 
expressed his app reciation fo r the excellent music p rovided by 
the 942nd band at squad ron pa rties. (Annex no. 4) 

On 5 Novembe r Captain Stewa rt went on TD fo r 7 days to 
attend an Info rmation and Education Office rs ' school in London on 
Planning and T raining fo r t roops afte r VE-Day. On 9 Novembe r 
T/ Sgt Geo rge L. Hime baugh, Te e 5 John J. Mc Gee and Te e 5 David H. 
Eme rick went on TD for 15 days on a t ransp o rtation mission in 
F ran ees. 

The winte r spo rts p rogram hit full st ride as basketball 
again came into the pictu re. So fa r only a Wing competition has 
been sta rted, but it is expected that a team will late r be fo rmed 
f rom the enti re recon Wing to compete fo r ETO hono rs. Th ree 
teams rep resent the 942nd in the Wing tou rnament - Company "A", 
H &S Company and the Enginee r Office rs. _The victo ry-hunga ry 
Company "A" quint et, spa rked by S /Sgt Mendy Synde r, fo rme r al 1-
t ime basket ball g reat of Temple Unive rsity, is easily leading the 
league and is expected to sweep th rough thei r remaining schedule 
undefeated. The "H &S" team is battling fo r the runne r-up 
position. 

In the final Eighth Ai r Fo rce Car bine Meet ea rly in the 
month, the team rep resenting Station 10 1, led by Lt. Pfe rsch and 
Te e 4 Eleute ri of the 942nd, captu red fi rst place. In the 
Command Competition howeve r, the Headqua rte rs Command team, also 
including Lt. Pfe rsch and Sgt Eleute ri, placed second. 

Thanksgiving Day, 1944, b rought with it the usual sumptuous 
tu rkey dinne r, but this yea r the re we re no f ree packs of 
ciga rettes passed out as the myste rious butt sho rtage hit the UK 
just about this time. Christmas was in the ai r as a flood of 
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package s arr ived from home , and the battal i on pr inted Chr i s tmas  
card s, de signed by  Te e 4 Abe Mar cka son , whi ch were d i s tr ibuted 20  
p er man. Company "B " drew up  p lans for a gala party to be held 
in De cember and Company "A" p lanned to fo llow suit w i th one the 
following month . A ll the men began p lott ing way s  and means of 
ce lebrat ing the Yule t ide and New Year. 
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HQ & HQ DETACHMENT 
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC  SERVICES 

ETOUSA 

21 October 194 4  

Commanding Officer 
325th Photo Wing Reconnais sance 
AAF Station 101 
U.S. Army 

Dear Sir: 

Lt. Leona rd S. Wilson, USNR, Chief , Map Division Outpost 
R &A, has informed me that your Reproduction Unit has serviced ' the 
oss Map Division with excellent offset printing. He has 
specifica lly mentioned the high quality and outstanding regist ry 
of the work which your organization has accomplished on the seven 
negatives of an Arrondissement Series on Belgium, and on 
approximately twenty diffe rent maps which have been processed by 
your agency. 

I wish to exp ress the appreciation of the Office o f  
Strategic Services of the fine Cooperation which we have received 
from your Reproduction Unit . Our connection with your 
organization has been through Major Gallaghe r, Captain Stuart, 
Lt . George, Lt. Price, and Master Sgt. Pol lino. 

HVBKL INE :mas 

(A CE RTIFIED T RUE COPY) 

DONALD E. GREENE 
1st Lieut., C. E. 
Adj utant. 

Anne x no.2 

Sincerely yours, 

s/  Lester Armour 
t/ Lester Armou r 

Cornmande r ,  USNR 
Deputy Director 
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· From: Brigadie r A . G .  WALSH, O . B . E .  

HQ AirTos/2002/2/G/ (Gen) 

Dea r Gallaghe r, 

Headqua rte rs, 
Ai rbo rne T roops, 

APO, ENGLAN D 

I am writing to thank you for the high standa rd of work 
e videnced by you r batta lion in the maps of Ho l land which we re 
recent ly reproduced for us . They wil l add considerab ly to the 
appearance of the repo rt on ope rations in Hol land which we a re 
issuing . 

Lt-Colonel E . J .  Gallaghe r, 
942 Bn Photo Air Specia l, 

c/o Captain Hickey, FAAA . 

(A  CERTIFIED  TRUE CO PY ) 

DONALD E. GREENE 
1st Lieut .,  C . E .  
Ad j utant . 

Annex #3 

You rs Since rely, 

s /  A . G. Wa lch 

67 



HEA DQUARTERS AN D HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON 
325th Photo Wing . Re conna issance 

APO 63 4 

DKP/mn 
SUBJECT : Dan ce Band 22 November 1 9 4 4  

TO Commanding Offi cer, 9 42nd Engr Avn Topo Bn , APO 63 4, US 
Army . 

1. This letter is to express the appre ciation for the use 
of the 9 42nd Engr dance band at the squadron parties . In the 
several parties that this organizat ion has had the band has 
played ex cellent mus i c  and added that extra z est that makes every 
pa rty a su ccess . 

(A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY) 

DONALD E. GREENE 
1st Lieut. , C . E .  
Adjutant . 

Annex no . 4 

6 8  

s/ Daniel K .  Phippen 
t/ DANIEL K .  PHIPPEN , 

Major, Air Corps, 
Commanding. 



HEA DQUARTERS 
942N D ENG INEER AVIATION TOPOGRAPHIC BATTALION 

APO 634 - U . S .  ARMY 

UNIT HISTORY 

(1 December 1944 to 3 1  December 1944) 

The month of December will long be remembered by the men of 
the 942nd Engineer s. It will stand out forever l ike a sore 
thumb . It will serve to remind a ll of us that "it can happen 
here " . It could, and it did ! It was dur ing th is month that we 
received the greatest set back that an outfit of this type could 
possibly expect . On the 29th, at approximately 1230 hours, a 
fire of undeterm ined origin almost complete destroyed the 
Reproduction plant . Quick and valiant work by a mere handful o f  
men saved our entire trailer fleet from the same fate as that o f  
the building . The blaze was discovered at a time when the 
majority o f  the men were at their noonday meal . Before 
ass istance could be summoned, the building was a raging inferno. 
The angry, red flames, leaping thirty feet into the air, engulfed 
the hut rapidly, and only thru brill iant and back- break ing work 
were we able to confine the fire to th is one building . The loss 

was not only felt in valuable equ ipment, but thousand o f  man 
hours, in the shape o f  fin ished jobs, negatives and other 
material went up in the blaz ing inferno as well . Plans to 
rebuild were instigated on the spot, and the Batta l ion, althou gh 
hav ing suffered a tremendous loss, dug in with the tenac ity and 
fort itude it was always shown, and expected to have the ball 
roll ing with in a short time . The fire came at a time when the 
personnel had previously been jolted with the news that fi fty 
percent o f  the out f it were t o  be molded into a new unit of 
detachment and sent to the "Far Shore " to work with the 9th Air 
Force and the 12th Army Group . This new move naturally sapped up 
many valuable man hours that would have been_ devoted to 
production under normal conditions, but was instead devoted to 
boxing up equ ipment and other numerous jobs that go w ith gett ing 
an outfit ready to ship . These two havocs had the whole outfit 
practically in a turmoil . 

Regardless of these two developments, both of which came 
toward the end o f  the month, the h igh standard o f  product ion, 
both in quantity and quality and at max imum speed was mainta ined . 
Company A had one of its l ightest months on record as far as 
dra ft ing was concerned . The Japanese project, much of which was 
later consumed by fire, occup ied the focal point. Along w ith 
this, a map o f  Central London and the London Area was prepared 
for the Office of Ch ief Engineer . Navigat ion charts were 
prepared for the 8th Air Force. A large amount of drafting was 
enta iled in turning out several annotated Photo Maps for the 
F irst Allied Air borne Army . In the Mosa ic sect ion of Company A, , 
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UNIT HISTORY ( Cont'd) 

· the men continued to plug away on a twenty-four h our schedule. 
Mosaic No. 7 1, covering 794 square miles and involving the laying 
of 1188 prints was made for the 12th Army Group. This was later 
destroyed by fire and work was begun immediately to restitute the 
lost job. This job had been a jonah all along, and all the men 
had given a sigh of relief when it was finally completed. When 
it was learned that all this work went up in smoke, the men were 
sick. Aside from this, six Training Target Mosaics were 
completed for Control Section. These involved a total of  3, 177 
prints and covered 17, 447 square miles. 

Company "B " turned out another impressive record. During 
the month 996 plates were made, 1, 484,9 1 5  impressions were struck 
and the result was 1,48 1,6 54 copies delivered. Outstanding jobs, 
other than routine, i.e., Damage Assesment, Target Victory, 
Tactical Target and such, were two maps for AEAF, 1: 1, 000,000 
M ilitary Grid maps. The se two maps took 28,000 impressions each. 
The town plan of  Wanne-Eichle, reproduced for the Office of Chief 
Engineer involved 22, 000 impressions. Annotated Town Maps or 
Mosaics for FAAA, accounted for 63, 500 impressions, resulting in 
44, 000 copies. A section of Reproduction, often unheralded, but 
turning out a tremendous amount of work, is the Photostat 
section. During the month 18,7 18 photostat positives and 1998 
photostat negatives were produced. This was not a record month 
in that department, so we can easily see that this crew really 
have their hands full. Included is a production graph for the 
month of  December (Annex 1). 

From another "quiet " corner of the Battalion comes this 
impressive report. The Photo Library Section under the 
supervis ion of  Lt. William Sinclair received 462 new sorties, 
issued 14,094 maps and traced 1, 861 sorties from Medmenham trace 
sheets. Just another feather in our cap, this smooth working 
Photo Library team of H & S Company. 

On the social calendar was the gala New Year ' s  Ball given by 
H & S Company. The part, held at the Byron Hotel, Northolt, was 
a smashing success. The hall decorated with the Yuletide colors 
and a splash of 194 5, was done in cabaret style. Trucks fetched 
the beautiful English lassies from as far as Richmond and Malden. 
Trucks also brought girls from Slough, Windsor and High Wycombe, 
as well as the WACs from Headquarters, 8th Air Force. A master 
of  ceremonies in the person of Mr. Leslie Mitchell, commentator 
for British Movietone News, greatly added to the intermission 
frivolities. Cigarette girls, in brief costumes, caught the eye 
of many G.I.s as they scampered here and there dishing out free 
smokes. The girls were furnished by Denham Studios. 

Again to the forefront went the eagle eyes o f  the Battalion. 
In a p istol match for the Station Championship, held on the Home 
Guard Pistol Range, Thursday and Friday, December 14th and 15th, 
Company A of  the 942nd Engineers against a field of  ten teams 
copped the honors, shooting 1283.6 out of  a possible 1 500. H & S 
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UNIT HISTORY (Cont'd) 

Company ran a close second with 12 74.3, and Company B took fourth 
with 1206.2. In dividual honors went to Lt. Frank Tarcza of 
Company A with a top score of 268.3, for the top score of the 
Battalion. Pfc Charles Rathsom was second with 26 5. 5. Four men 
made expert and eleven ma de sharpshooter from the Battalion 
alone. 

In the fiel d of Basketball, Company A continued to lea d the 
post league. This flashy, fast breaking quintet paced by former 
Temple University star, Mendy Sny der, continue d to bowl over all 
opposition. H & S Company, though handicappe d by a poor turnout 
of aspirants he l d  its own, an d came back for more. As 1945 
approached all the men were confident that they would all do 
the ir utmost to ai d in producing victory in 1945. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
942ND ENGINEER AVIATION TOPOGRAPHIC BATTALION 

AAF STATION 101 

11 Feb 4 5  

UN IT HISTORY 

(1 January 19 4 5  to 31 January 19 4 5) 

January, the month of recovery and adjustment. That was the 
sum of a bad situation for the portion of the battalion left in 
the UK. Recovery from the disastrous fire of late December and 
Adjustment to the loss of trained personnel and the acquisition 
of new men. Not only were they new, but just as green as grass. 
Gloom was as thick in the Engineer Area as the fog in London 
Town. Battered and reeling, like a punch drunk boxer, the unit 
staggered through the first ha l f  of the month, gained new spirit 
and momentum as the last half ticked off and away it's dying 
hours. How we "overed the hump" might be called a miracle by 
some. Regardless of how or by what means, the important thing is 
that we did it. The split of the Battalion came on the 2nd of 
the month, just 4 days after the fire. The joke of the Battalion 
then was that what the guys didn't take across was burned, 
leaving absolutely nothing. On that cold, bleak, January morn 
26 4 men and officers, under the command of Captain Marson left 
for the far shore (Annex 1). In this group were many key men, as 
well as the fine selection of draftsman, pressmen, mosaic men and 
all other classification that go to make up an unusual battalion 
like this one. Left behind to whatever fate held in store was 
Company "A" and H &S Company. The overseas group was tabbed 
Company "B". Photo Library was switched over to Company "A" and 
the remainder of Reproduction were drafted into H &S Company. At 
least they like to think of it that way. In the way of 
replacements we required 33 new men. They weren ' t  new to the ETO 
but as far as our type of work was concerned they were rookies. 

As the situation was surveyed that miserable January day, a 
day that was made even more miserable by a bitter cold wave that 
swept the country, it looked almost hopeless. A burned build ing, 
half the outfit gone to the far shore, green replacements and 
"unusual English Weather". What a quandry all these problems 
caused. Then came the straw that almost broke the camels back, 
no material to rebuild with. But, leave it to that ingenious 
Battalion Carpenter shop to perform the miracle. Technician 
Grade 5 Hilton, when, presented with the problem at hand, 
scratched his wiry head and then began the ordeal of scratching 
for lumber. No one asked how or why but he got the material 
needed just the same. The men threatened to hide their 
footlockers to prevent them being used on the reconstruction of 
the building. But Cpl Hilton; ably assisted by Technician Grade 
4 Smolen, Cpl Cphus, and Pvts Hamilton and Gilbert, didn't quite 
resort to swiping footlockers. Soon the staccato of hammers and 
the rasp of saws could be heard all over the work area. Working 
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in freezing weather, this mere handful of men accomplished the 
almost unbelievable and in a very short time had a "roof over 
their heads" . All of the equipment had to be rep laced and the 
supply section was busy trying to procure all they possibly 
could. They resorted to every trick known to the trade and they 
got what they went after. As soon as the frame of the bui lding 
went up and a roof on, British electricians set to work w iring 
the building. A camera was procured from the 901st Engineers and 
was installed in our plant. 

In the meantime the Reproduction Platoon was busy plugging 
away from their five trailers . A mere trickle of work grew 
steadily into an ever-mounting stream and by the 1st day of 
January business was restored to normal. As a matter of fact it 
was above normal considering the complement of personnel. Work 
had Piled up all the time the plant was crippled and a terrific 
backlog developed. In spite of all these difficulties an 
impressi ve record was made (Annex2) . During the month a total of 
37 1,3 95 impressions were made, furnishing 344,385 copies of 
printed copy. 418 negatives were shot and 313 plates were made. 
132 contacts were turned out and the grainer knocked off 810 
plates. That surely doesn't sound much like the work of an 
outfit that has been crippled !  But therein lies the tale. 
Perhaps the most important job that Reproduction burned out in 
January was 22 base flak maps for Major Kramer in the War Office. 

Up in Company "A", work was proceeding with vim, vigor and 
what have you. In the drafting room the 9th Air Force Base Flak 
maps occupied the center of attention. The men did a bang-up job 
on these and in near record time. Coup led w ith these 13 maps, 3 
8th Air Force Base Flak maps had to be restripped. 5 8th Air 
Force Purple Flak maps, that is, both light and hea vy flak, were 
also turned out. In the mosaic section, three shifts a day 
continued to plug away, laying 6,654 square miles of mosaics. 
Prints for coverage proved to be an obstac le and many wearly 
hours were spent searching for better photos to improve the 
quality of the work. A very important job for the First Allied 
Airborne Army represented the major portion of the months 
activities. 

Down in Current Sorties, 710 sorties were filed and there 
were 1710 sorties at Medmenhem. But these figures did not tell 
the true story on the section. Lieutenant Sinclair really had 
the guys gasping for breath as they worked 16 hours a day to 
c lear an overflow of 9th Air Force Prints. 

Social life in the Battalion was practically ni l l . The pub, 
whether it was the Fa lcon or the Whitehart continued to be the 
fa vorite off duty spot. An occasional twenty-four hour pass to 
London town provided a variety of amusements. The weather and 
that long walk back up the "hill" proved to be a good reason to 
stay by the fire . Furloughs were still dreams of the past, 
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· although no one seemed to kr.ow just why. 

Unit basketball competit ion came to an end. The teams were 
pooled and a Wing team was formed. At a glance one would still 
suspect that it was a Battal ion affair. Will iams, Garrity, 
Jensen, Bragg and Snyder made up the 942nds contribution to the 
Wing team. An impressive record was being made. N ine wins and 
one loss represented the ta l ly to date. 

As far as co�d be determ ined there was nothing but zeros in 
the nuptial column for the month o f  January, but the 942nd still 
had quite a lead as far as b ind ing Anglo-American relat ions were 
concerned. 
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S E C R E T 

HEADQUARTERS E IGHTH A IR FORCE 
Office of the Commanding General 

370. 5 2 8  December 1944. 

SUBJECT : Movement of Troops (No. 52). 

TO Commanding Officer, 32 5th Photo Wing, Reconnaissance, 
APO 634 

1. Pursuant to verbal authority, Commanding General, US 
Strategic Air Forces in Europe, the following organizations are 
directed to move from Station indicated to Virton, Belgium*, on 
or about 2 January 194 5. 

Organization 
26th Sta Com Sq (Sp) 
2d Photo Tee Sq 
19th AAF Photo Intelligence Det 
Co "B" 942d Engr Avn Topo Bn 

*Military coordinates: P-4011 

Serial No. 
5017 5 
52 894 
51312 
52902 

From 
112 
101 
101 
101 

Geographical location: 49 3 5 ' N and 5 33' E 

Auth 
AAF Sta 

2. Organizations will move at assigned strength. 

Strength 
Off EM 
Ir 92 
84 201 
43 49 
11 2 53 

3. Organizational equipment as presc ribed in administrative 
Order No. 2, Hq Eighth Air Force, 23 December 1944, attached as 
inclosure No. 1, will accompany units. 

4. Movements to be by air, rail, water .and/or motor. TCNT 
TDN. 

5. Movement of advance and rear parties will be made by air 
on operational orders of this headquarters. Movement of units 
less advance and rear parties by motor and water. Definite 
instructions as to date, time and method of ground movement will 
be issued by the Transportation Dept. 

6. The following procurement authority is authorized to the 
extent necessary: 

60-136 P 433 ; 01 ) Personal Services), 02 (Travel), 03 
(Transportation) 04 (Communications Services), 05 (Rents and 
utility Services), 07 (ot her Contractual Services), 08  (Supplies 
and Material), 212/ 50425. 

7. The provisions of pamphlet, Hq European T of Opns, US 
Army, AG 531 Pub G D ,  subject: 'Railway Transportation in the UK ', 
24 June 194 4 ; Sec IV, AR 345-400, 1 May 1944; par 6 ,  Sec I I I, Adm 
Circular 66 , Hq Services of Supply, European T of Opns, US Army, 

Annex # 1 
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14 September 1943 and letter, Hq European T of Opns US Army, AG 
370.5 Op C C , Su bject: ' Teleprinter Reports of Troop Movements ' ,  15 
April 1944, will be complied with. 

By command of Lieutenant Genera l DOOL ITTLE: 

1 Incl: Adm O No . 2, Hq Eights Air Force 

DISTRIBUTION: (over) 

Annex #1 ( Cont ' d )  

s & t /  LINDSEY L .  BRAXTON 
Colonal, AGD, 
Adjutant General. 

S E C R E T 
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HEADQUARTERS 
9 42ND ENGINEER AVIATION TOPOGRAPHIC BATTALION 

AAF STATION 101 

17 March 19 45 

UNIT HISTORY 

(1 February 19 45 to 2 8  February 19 45 ) 

The old adage of " it came in like a lion and went out like a 
lamb" could be applied to bot h  the weather in the month of 
February and the problems of the UK port ion of this Battalion . 

The f irst two weeks ushered in a period of that "most 
unusual" weather, according to  the local inhab itants, in which a 
three or four inch blanket of snow persisted in covering the 
ground ably ass isted by a temperature ranging from 12 to 25 
degrees Fareinhe it. This cond ition made the b illet area, road, 
and paths from the camp area to  the work site one of those 
unrecogniz able scenes in which one often wondered whether the 
would be actors were really trying to get to the latr ine, to 
work, or simulat ing tobogganing on the seat of the ir G. I. 
trousers ( or "ski rt s" in the case of WACS ) . Conversely, the 
m iddle of t he month saw a sudden change to one of those rare 
per iods in this sect ion when the sun was actually shining 
somewhat most every day and very little ra in fell . The 
consequent r ise in temperature and fa ir weather was most welcome 
to the "tent dwellers" and by the end of the mont h  a decided r ise 
in the "sp ir its" of the G . I. 's as well as the "sap" in the trees, 
ind icated that Spring was just around the corner. 

At the beginn ing of the month, the problems and act iv it ies 
of the Battalion were just as blustery as the weather. The 
Colonel suddenly departed for the continent with orders left 
beh ind to immed iately prepared the Battalion for a move to one of 
those places and under those c ircumstances that is only known to  
"someone", and often is suspected to be revealed only after 
arrival at "that" place and under " those" circumstances . The 
not ice was passed out to all concerned to check over their 
e quipment, prepare li �ts, pack and crate all surplus items not 
needed in present daily operations and, in general, to get ready 
to move on very short notice. 

The supply sect ions labored long and hard in br inging 
supplies up to maximum and prepar ing detailed load ing lists, etc. 
The transportat ion sect ion assembled the 50 cali ber machine gun 
r ing mounts on the vehicles in the ant ic ipation of a move into 
the combat z one. In a short t ime, all was in read iness and 
awa it ing further orders . The Colonel returned about the 14th 
w ith no def in ite news and in a few days the move "fever" subs ided 
and everything settled back to normalcy. By the end of the month 
that safe and secure feeling had again become paramount and the 
order of the day had become get the job  in hand done and relax in 
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the local pub or with the favor ite girl friend. 

The beginning of the month marked the return to full 
operat ions after the disastrous f ire on 29th December. 
Practically all needed equipment and supplies had been replaced 
and the new equ ipment had been tested and was ready for full 
operations. 

One photostat machine resumed the copy ing of sort ie traces 
and miscellaneous jobs and, by the end of the month, had produced 
7,797 cop ies. This amount was w it hin a few hundred of the 
monthly maximum produced by two machines in the past h istory of 
this organizat ion. This was accomplished by 24 hour operat ions 
and a determined effort to w ipe out the backlog of work that had 
accumulated since the loss of the old mach ine in the fire. 

Consider ing the equ ipment and personnel as only half of the 
amount ava ilable before the transfer of "B" Company to the Far 
Shore, (in fact the equipment is slightly less than half in both 
amount and adaptab ility) this un it turned out a near record 
volume of work. See annex #1. The Reproduction Sect ion 
completed 184 jobs, made 89 5 negatives, 4 52 plates, and pr inted 
432,224 impressions. Not included in the above f igures are 
numerous contact pr ints, film posit ives and miscellaneous work. 

The Mosaic Sect ion were very busy the f irst part of the 
month and laid 6,07 5 square m iles of various mosa ics. During the 
last week of the per iod this sect ion had completed all requests 
and they had t ime to ass ist the regular drafting sect ions. It is 
hoped that more work for this sect ion w ill follow soon as mosa ics 
are among the most important and popular work ass igned to this 
organization. They are a real morale booste r to other sect ions 
�s well as the Mosaic Section itself due to their immediate 
connect ion w ith bat tle operat ions and their consequent 
operat ional pr ior ity and classif ication. 

The Photo-Library Sect ion cont inued to  work o vert ime on 
trac ing 1129 sort ies, supplying the ir around-the-clock service to 
the P.I. Sect ion and at the same t ime, rearranging some 6,000 
sort ies in the ir files and prepar ing to transfer thousands more 
to permanent storage. 

During t he month an entirely new and outstand ing Radar 
navigat ion Map was designed, de veloped and produced by the 
Operat ions Sect ion under the specifications of Lt. Col. 
Geerlings, Director of Radar, and Lt. Col. Garret ,  Map Off icer, 
both of 8th Air Force. This new map was produced for the purpose 
of fac ilitat ing use of "Eagle ''. Inasmuch as this new map can be 
used by H2X operators also, it may ent irely replace the present 
s tandard ser ies of spec ial a ir navigat ion maps. Mounta ins, 
waterways and such cultural features as ra ilroads and aerodromes 
not p icked up by H2X are more read ily discerned on Eagle, 
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therefore the need for a different design . Town shapes on the 
SAN maps are not sufficient for the "Eagle'' and must be derived 
from different sources . 

Due to the classification of ''Eagle", too much information 
on detail requirements is not appropriate here . In general, the 
layout of the Radar Navigation Maps follows the 4th edition of 
the SAN maps . Each sheet still covers 2°20 1 of latitude and 4° 

20' longitude . The first sheet was reproduced and 
representatives of this unit and Lot . Col . Garrett's office 
visited Alconbury where it was being flight-tested . The 
conference resulted in no ma jor changes or su ggestions . However, 
further amendments will doubtless follow its operational use . 

Highlightin g the month's .non-operational activities was the 
return home of Sgt . Fred Santopadre and Tee 4 Robert Van Lanen, 
the first two in the Battalion to receive the benefits of the War 
Department's new plan of a 30-day furlou gh in the U .S., and then 
back to the EM's organization . Needless to say, of GI's in the 
ETO over two years, every man in the Battalion was envious of the 
two lucky returnees but they certainly deserved it as both had 
over 33 months overseas service . 

Major William Shira, the Battalion's Executive Officer, and 
Captain Ray Johnson, the S-4 under the old set-up, were relieved 
of assignment to Company B, reassigned to Hq & H & S Company, and 
placed on detached service with Company B on the Far Shore . 

Second Lieutenants William Sinclair, Harold Steinhoff and 
Frank Pfersch made hurried trips to the PX to purchase silver 
bars as their promotions to 1st Lt ., came throu gh from 8th Air 
Force on the 1st of the month . 

After the influx of new men that flooded the Administration 
Section of the Battalion during January, the boys that keep the 
records had an easy time of it during February as only one man, 
Private Melvin Kelly, a Medic, joined the battalion and was 
assigned to Hq & H & S Company . 

Socially, things were dead althou gh the veterans of the 
Battalion had their eyes turned toward the calendar where the 
date of 4 April loomed up . The 942nd will be a year old on that 
day and rumors were making the usual rounds that a party or some 
sort of celebration was in the offing . 

On the athletic side of the ledger, the waning basketball 
season drew the efforts of S/S gt Floyd Jensen, S/Sgt Mendy Snyder 
and Tee 5 John Williams as members of the Wing squad until the 
8th Air Force tournament rolled around, when the Recon boys were 
eliminated and forced to stow away their togs . But the baseball 
season was right around the corner and, as usual, the Engineers 
were slowly but surely gettin g limbered up in preparation for it 
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as last Summer they were the nucleus of a powerful Wing nine that 
was highly-feared among ETO opponents. 

None of the boys took the "fatal step " during the month but 
there were several cases in the files that promised to keep the 
local clergymen busy in the near future. Furloughs were still a 
dream but hopes were high that the good old WDAGO form #31 may 
soon be put back into use. 

Despite the weather and the operational problems that had 
most of the ''gang " running around in circles during the month, 
the morale of the Battalion was surprisingly high because the men 
were working as a well-knit team and the outfit more or less 
assumed the form of a large family that had its up and downs but 
always came through the difficulties with a smile. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
9 42ND ENGINEER  AVIATION TOPOGRAPHI C  BATTALION 

AAF STAT ION 101 

20 Ap ril 1 945 

UN IT HISTORY 

(1 March 1 945 to 31 ma rch 1 9 45) 

The advent of March brought w ith it an excellency in weathe r 
as well as an a rea of prospe rity and profic iency in this 
Battalion neve r before atta ined. The abundance of m ild, sunny 
weathe r that ex isted throughout the month seemed to pe rmeate 
r ight through the tents and roofs of the wo rkshops and into the 
m inds and souls of the many G I's there in. Neve r in the almost 
th ree years of our abode in these climes can anyone recall a 
p rotracted pe riod of balmy days such as this month just past. 
This was a most welcome relief from the snow and ra in that beset 
us throughout most of January and the fi rst part of Feb rua ry. 

This mildness of weather coupled w ith the most favouable 
developments along the world w ide battlef ronts must have 
detracted ou r m inds from ou r pe rsonal d iscomfo rts and problems, 
because we just d id not seem to have the usual number. The 
p rev iously recu rrent rumo rs and plans of movement of this unit or 
that unit which has caused everyone no little anxiety, to say 
nothing of much wo rk and m isd irected planning, seemed to have 
been replaced w ith the job at hand and the consequent end of the 
European Wa r. 

The readjustment, reequiping, and reorganizat ion made 
necessary by the d isastrous f ire of late Decembe r and the 
movement of Co "B" to the Continent in early -Janua ry had been 
fully accomplished by the beginning of the month. The men had 
lea rned to ope rate as a new team w ith their new assoc iates and 
supe rv isors. They had i roned out all the k inks in the new 
production machine ry, which had been rebu ilt o r  requ is it ioned 
s ince the fi re and eve rything was operating smoothly. 

All of the above favo rable conditions we re reflected by the 
shatte ring of p roduction ma rks by practically all sections of the 
organization. 273 new jobs passed through the operations sect ion 
this month, setting a new h igh fo r the U K  Section of this 
Battalion and su rpassing the monthly ave rage when the Battalion 
ope rated w ith double the production fac ilities. (See annex #1) 
These 273 jobs enta iled the mak ing of 1,04 9  negat ives, and 
co rrespond ing plates; the pass ing through the two presses of 
906, 560 sheets and gave the g rand total of 72 9, 038 f inal copies 
of the jobs delive red to the customers. The b ig customers aga in 
this month we re USS TAF, A ir M in istry, 8th AF, 9th AF, and 325th 
PWR. The one reproduction sect ion that comes th ru fo r spec ial 
mention th is month is the photostat. These boys really burned 
the m idnight o il as well as used up mo re than the ir alloted share 
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of photostat paper in turning out the staggering sum of 25,473 
copies of sorties plots and related data for the 325th PW R P I  
section. This record more than doubles the previous high mark 
when two photostat ma chines w ere employed in the so called rush 
days just prior to and after D- Day. 

The mosai c se ction of the drafting company were not too busy 
for the most part but really showed their experience and training 
in the production of two rush mosaics of areas just in front of 
our advancing troops into the heart of Germany . It is no little 
consolation to this se ction to refle ct that their past labor on 
su ch mosaics on Rhine River, Coblenz, and Duisburg may have 
materially aided our troops ' entry a cross the Rhine and into 
those cities . They only await su ch future requests for cities on 
the road to Berlin and to hear the climax that one GI was aided 
by the mosaic of Berlin whi ch has long be en  prepared for just 
that purpose. 

The photo-library section under Lt W.F. Sin clair kept up its 
24 hour routine of duty along with the added responsibility of 
preparing and moving to permanent storage at Neunam of 
approximately 8, 000 sorties. Some of these sorties which had 
long sin ce lost their operational usefulness due to their 
location in Fran ce, had be come a ma jor storage problem. It was a 
standing joke that some boxes were showing signs of wear from the 
numerous moves to pla ces out of the way . By the middle of the 
month all these dead storage sorties were safely in Neunam with 
the hopes of the harried personnel that they had finally been 
pla ced . in the ar chives to gather the dust of time. In line with 
their routine duties of being of maximum servi ce to the P I  
Sections, they filed 1313 new sorties and traced 3429 new sorties 
from the trace she ets in Medmenham . 

The plate graining se ction of the reprodu ction platoon a lso 
come in for honorable mention this month. The harsh sounding 
noise of sand against metal seldom subsided for one moment during 
the month and the final count showed 899 z in c  plates grained for 
our organiz ation plus approximately 350 for OSS and Strategic 
Bomb Surveys. More than 3, 000 pounds of graining sand passed 
between the steel balls and the surface of the plates which is a 
re cord for this se ction . On ce again the skill of man, in 
employing the abrasive effect of sand, water, and steel balls on 
a softer metal such as the z in c plate, has conserved priority 
material and made reuseable an item essential in the reproduction 
of maps. 

Our request for a full compliment of personnel was finally 
realized during the month with the assignment of limited service 
personnel fresh from the U.S. and a few men from infantry combat 
duty . This addition of largely duty soldiers was a most welcome 
one in that the te chnicians were more or less relieved of routine 
company duty and thereby permitted to devote full time to 
te chnical work. Company duty has always been a handicap to the 
production se ctions and it is now hoped and believe d  that 
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production fi gures will rise perhaps even more than the morale of 
the technicians themselves. 

The lure of a commission drew two NCO ' s  from our ranks when 
Tee 3 Paul A. Griffith  of Company A and Sgt Asa P. LeBlanc of H &S 
Company applied for Infantry OCS and were accepted. They were 
sent to the 9 t h  Reinforcement Depot on the Far Shore for the 
gruelling t hree-mont h  inst ruction period. 

The first enlist ed man of the bat talion to  receive the 
Bronze Star Medal was Pfc William A. Jirout who earned the award 
in combat as a member of the First Division in Belgium before 
coming to t he 9 42nd as a Limited assignment man. Pfc Jirout was 
honored for deli berately drawing hostile fire when his outpost 
was at tacked by a numerically super ior force, t hus enabling his 
automatic-rifle team to maneuver to  more advantageous terrain and 
repulse the enemy t hrust wit h severe casualties. Good Conduct 
Medals were award to Sgt Eu lus E. Wright, Te e 4 William J. 
Jaeger, Cpl Felix J. Mil ler, Te e 5 George R. Degnan, Tee 5 Thomas 
J. Geraghty, Tee 5 Reuben J. Lindman, Te e 5 Jack C. Meyers, Te e 5 
America J. Savino, Tee 5 Nicholas Schneider, Te e 5 Leonard C. 
Shepherd, Pfc Alfred Ball, Pfc Ira S. Shue, Pvt dominic 
Bianchino, Pvt Da vid Boullion, and Pvt Amon N. Snyder of H &S 
Company and Te e 3 Joseph Bo gis, Te e 4 John G. Laird, Te e 4 Albert 
Mara, Tee 5 Ralph C. E verman, Pfc Denzil G. Folyer and Pfc 
C hester J .  Sulenski of Company A. 

The biggest social event of the mont h was the wedding of Te e 
5 Thomas J. Poullot of H &S Company to Miss Vir ginia Pat tinson, a 
local girl, on 10 March. Many of t he boys at t ended the ceremony 
and then helped t he bride and bride groom celebrate at a reception 
that followed. Furlou ghs were still non-exis tence althou gh 
rumors were running rampant t hat t hey were due back soon. The 
local pubs and dance halls were s till get ting plenty of play from 
t he "942nd gang" as the great weather resulted in most of the men 
having an early touch of "spring fever." 

Wit h  the basket ball season completed, the athletic -minded 
Engineers t urned their at tention to baseball. The wing nine 
started practice during t he last week of t he mont h and Tee 5 John 
Williams, Te e 5 John McConahey, Te e 5 Wallace D. Avriet t, Pfc 
Jule E. Gofdinier and Pfc Richard L .  Klingonsmit h  of t he 
Bat talion were vieing for positions. The tennis courts also drew 
a fair share of t he boys who competed on an informal basis. 

As the European War apparently headed toward its final 
stages, t he officers and enlist ed men of t he bat talion were in 
"top shape " as far as morale was concerned. Wit h  the Bat talion ' s  
first birthday just around the corner, t he personnel were 
nat urally proud of their achievements for the past year and 
convinced that their efforts had contributed no end to the 8t h 
Air Force 's destruction of Germany targets. And, as could only 
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be expected with complete victor y in sight, many minds were given 
over to thoughts as to what the future held in store--a trip 
home, a longer stay in the UK or elsewhere . The latter idea 
caused the men to look with scorn upon the new song "Lets Take 
the Long Way Home. " 
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HEADQUARTERS 
942ND ENGINEER AVIATION TOPOGRAfHIC BATTALION 

AAF STATION 101 

U .  K .  SECTION ONLY 
UNIT HISTORY 

(1 April 1 945 to 31 April 1945) 

1 9  May 1945 

The mild weather and other favorable developments so 
prominently mentioned in last month 's history continued 
throughout the month of April . All things combined again 
resulted in a very placid period both operationally and to the 
personnel themselves . The order of the day was "On with the job 
on hand" with lit tle new in plans or operations . By this time 
everyone has become thoroughly familiar wit h  his part in the 
scheme as a whole, and lit tle instruction or reorganization was 
necessary . 

The Bat talion was one year old on 4th April and can modestly 
reflect that we have accomplished our mission and aided 
materially in the destruction of Nazism . By the end of the month 
Genera l Eisenhower had stated Germany was whipped on the ground, 
on the sea, and in the air . General Rundstedt stated, on his 
capture, that Allied Air Power was the prime factor in the defeat 
of their armies by destroying their lines of communications, oil 
storage and supplies . This Bat talion is the only organization 
assigned to the 8th Air Force with the mission of the 
"preparation, compilation and reproduction of a ll necessary 
charting, mapping, target charts ; the compilation, reproduction 
and distribution of al l mosaics and other spe-cial map information 
as may be requested by an Air Force; the accomplishment of all 
plot ting, indexing, and storing of f ilm taken by 
photoreconnaissance aviation; the making of all special contact 
prints, enlargements, and restituted prints from such fil_m ; the 
supplementing of all theatre facilities for ground forces in 
mapping and the model making as directed" . The on ly two phases 
of the above mission that we have not been called upon to perform 
are the storage of film and model making . 

However routine an every-day job may seem at times, every 
member of this organization can take pride in t he fact that he is 
in some way contributing to t he success of the strategic warfare 
about which General Rundstedt frankly admit ted . Such maps as 
Special Air Navigation both the 1:500,000 and 1: 1,000,000 
plo t ting series, produced by this organization, have been carried 
by the navigators as an essential aid in navigating to their 
target and returning to their bases in England . 

· This mont h, the mosaic section was called upon to compile 
and reproduce a large scale mosaic of Berlin . The job, the 
largest ever assembled by this unit, was received on 9 April and 
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· w ill requ ire about two months to complete. La id to a scale of 
1: 5, 0 0 0, this huge mosa ic is composed of 27 0 sheets with 2 0 0  
cop ies be ing reproduced of each sheet. S ince the sheet index is 
to o large to fit in the margin of the front s ide, each sheet w ill 
be backed up by a large-siz ed index, which w ill enta il an 
additional 55, 0 0 0  - 60,000 impress ions. In add ition to the half
tone negati ves, continuous tone negat ives are to be made. Major 
Bell of USS TAF w ill be the rec ip ient of the major portion of the 
job, which is be ing run off ent irely on coated stock. 

No product ion records were broken this month but the 
following statistics reflect a full month of operat ional work 
turned out. One hundred and e ighty three jobs were processed and 
delivered to the customers. The reproduct ion sect ion produced 
774 negatives, 5 09 plates, 569, 0 0 0  impress ions, 924 ,953 copies, 
19,492 photostats, 1,968 project ion prints and 727 plates 
gra ined. The drafting section prepared all copy for the 
reproduction sect ion. 

The mosa ic section completed the lay ing of 2,224 square 
m iles of mosa ics and were busily engaged in the laying of a 27 0 
sheet job of Berlin. The photo library kept up its 24 hour 
operation and f iled 1,114 sorties and traced 3, 298 sorties at 
Medmenham. (see annex #l) 

Supply and ma intenance problems were normal this month. No 
particular d iff iculties arose and at the end of the month ample 
equ ipment and supplies were on hand to  meet any expected work. 
Near the end of the month the Br itish supply of photostat paper 
was cancelled and immed iate arrangements were made to procure 
enough Amer ican paper to meet antic ipated nee·a.s for several 
months. 

On the soc ial s ide of the scale, the 942nd "gang" started 
the month off w ith the prove rb ial bang. The un it was a year old 
on 4 April so, as is usua lly the case, it had a celebration. Due 
to the fact that no su itable place was obta inable on 4 April, the 
affa ir was held the n ight before at the Ambassador C inema, at 
C ippenham, on the Bath Road near Slough. The famed 8th Air Force 
band, The Fly ing Yanks, played for danc ing and the huge crowd of 
G I's were treated to good mus ic, plenty of good beer and a var ied 
assortment of sandwiches and cakes. The boys brought plenty of 
comely English girls as guests and 1st Lt. Frank Pfersch, in 
charge of arrangements, made a ten-strike w ith the stags by 
inv iting 5 0  WRENS from London. Need less to say, a lot of the 
"gang" were heard utter ing nautica l terms for the next few days. 
The rema inder of the comm ittee, which d id a bang-up job, was 
composed of T/3 Bulletin (cha irman), M/Sgt Lowy, T/Sgt Himebaugh, 
S/Sgt B irkenbuel, S/Sgt Bell, S/Sgt Hanft, S/Sgt Snyder, S/Sgt 
Werner, T/3 Pufahl, Sgt Hardy, T/4 Jaeger, T/4 L igouri, T/4 
Callas, T/4 D ixon, T/5 Brezosky, T/5 Avriett, T/5 Phelps and Pfc 
Agnello. 
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Athletically speaking, the Enginee rs we re ve ry much in the 
thick of things. S/Sgt Snyde r, T/ 5 McConahey, T/ 5 Av riett, T/4 
Arden and Pf c Klingensmith ea rned regula r be rths on the Wing 
nine which p romised to be as strong if not stronge r than the 1944 
aggregation. Despite the lack of formal competition, a lot of 
the "gang" we re seen cavo rting on the base tennis cou rts and the 
neighbo ring golf cou rses. 

The biggest pe rsonnel change of the month was the fo rming of 
a sepa rate detachment of the medical pe rsonnel p re viously 
assigned to Hq & H & S Company. Captain Vance M. Roth rock, MC, 
was designated as the commanding office r of the g roup which 
consisted of anothe r office r and nine enlisted men. No change of 
station was involved. 

Th ree new faces and an old one joined the 942nd du ring the 
month. The st range rs we re Sgt F rank Cappelluti, Pvt William F. 
P reban and Pvt Philip Suga rman. The fo rme r  came di rect f rom a 
topo outfit in the States while the latte r two we re limited 
assignment men f rom the infant ry. The old familia r face was Pvt 
Tho rndike Williams, who came f rom Company "B" on the Fa r Sho re in 
a "trade" fo r Sgt Leste r Wahlgren. The Battalion lost anothe r 
man when Pvt James Simpson was t ransfe rred to the 2 5th Bomb G roup 
at AAF Station 376. 

Nine men d rew a raise in pay during the month. They we re 
T/ 5's Caena, Maka ritis, Quinlan, Wa rne r and Randayko, and Pfc 
Block, Ka rp, Siko rski and Wooda rd. 

With the final bell almost ready to ring in the Eu ropean 
Theatre, the mo rale and teamwo rk of the Battalion reached a new 
high. The re was still plenty of wo rk to be done and eve rybody 
buckled down to finish up thei r ETO committments and face the 
futu re no matte r what it b rings. Mentally, thei r thoughts we re 
focused on th ree sections of this old globe -- t he U.S .A., Europe 
and the Pacific. Which one will it be ? 
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HEA DQUARTERS 
94 2ND ENG INEER AVIATION TOPOGRA PHI C  BATTALION 

AAF STATION 101 

U. K. SECTION ONLY 
UN IT H ISTORY 

(1 May 1945 to 31 May 1945) 

19 June 1945 

Of course, the one incident that made history this month was 
"Victory in Europe" (V-E day). Complete victory as it was is the 
ultimate in war and is just compensation to each and every one o f  
u s  who believes i n  a fre e  and democratic way of life. Coming as 
it did in the early days o f  the month it was no surprise. In 
fact, it was more o f  an anti-climax to the events o f  the 
preceding few weeks. Modern communications being what they are 
had kept everyone fully aware o f  the imminent victory. The final 
announcement only put the seal on the chain o f  unbroken successes 
attained since D day. 

The attainment of comp lete victory in Europe places the 
E.T.O. soldier in a position comparable to a young man who has 
just reached his twenty-first birthday. Just as the young man 
pauses to re flect what life may have in store for him, so do we. 
Does our qualifications and status in the Army dictate that we, 
like the trained and experienced scientists and construction men, 
be destined to take our place in the vanguard of the pacific, to 
pioneer and accomplish the task that confronts us ? Or do we, like 
the civil authority , remain in the E.T.O., to provide the things 
conducive to better living and better government, as set out by 
higher authority ? Or do we, like the young man going into his 
father's business, return to our USA and civ ilian status which we 
know and like so well. Regardless of our projected assignment 
there are two things paramount in our minds, first that there is 
stil l a fight to be won, and second and just as important, the 
peace that follows must provide that a war of this magnitude must 
not happen again. 

Come V-E day, English weather, or "What have you", the work 
o f  Service Troops is never done. Many jobs were in process at 
the beginning of the month, and although a few were cancelled 
just prior too and after V-E day, the majority had to be 
completed (See  Annex #1). At the end of the month, 112 jobs had 
been completed and thirty odd were in process. This is a 
considerable decline from 183 completed in April but the amount 
o f  work involved in accomplishing the same did not decline 
proportionally as re flected by the following statistics for May: 
Jobs 112; Negatives 1,18 2; Contact prints 93; Plates 4 29; 
Imp_ressions 541,375; Copies 886,7 25; Photostat Negatives 150; 
Photostat Positives 3, 263; Film positives 10; Sorties filed 635; 
Sorties traced at Medmenham 1, 995; Square miles o f  Mosaics laid 
530; Plates grained 594; Projection prints 531; VAn Dykes 13; 
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This is approximately a 10% overall redu ction from April's 
statisti cs . This de cline in volume of work cannot be at tributed 
to a de cline in working enthusiasm as might be expe cted at the 
cessation of host ilities . The men in general had be come aware 
prior to V-E day that there would still be plenty of important 
work to be done and that preparation for moving would not begin 
immediately, so they ac cepted the work as su ch and continued with 
the task at hand . Three of four days were lost, and rightfully 
so, in celebrating V-E day . 

Probably the most important job completed during the month 
was the 2 70 sheet Berlin Mosai c referred to in last month's 
history . The last print was laid on May 20, approximately 10 
days ahead of s chedule, and by the end of the month the completed 
job had been deli vered to the customer . This turned out to be 
the largest and perhaps the best Mosai c laid by this se ction . It 
is hoped t hat the users will find it a valuable aid in the study 
and planning to meet the problems of the City of Berlin of today . 
Another large and important job started in the drafting se ction 
during the mont h  was the preparation of drawings and charts to be 
reproduced into a composite  history of the Eights Air For ce . The 
drawings and charts depi ct important deve lopments and milestones 
in the history of that great Command, and to illustrate them as 
desired, calls for the best in draftsmanship, layout, and 
artisti c blending of colors . This work will be fully dis cussed 
in next month's history sin ce it is to be complet ed by 1st July . 

Near the end of the month our monthly requis i tions for 
expendable supplies were returned t o  us marked for the most part 
as non-available . Upon invest igation, it was learned that most 
of our photographi c supplies whi ch we normally re ceive monthly 
had been shipped to or ear-marked for other theatres . We were 
told by the supply se ction that there were n o  photographi c 
organizations left in the U .K .  Sin ce this was rather interest ing 
as well as dis con certing news to us, we investigated further . 

By a lit tle fast work, and pro cedures known only to 
experienced supply personnel, we soon built all ne cessary sto cks 
up to a level of the expe ctan cy of our stay in the U .K .  

Four members of the UK-based contingent of the 9 42nd were 
handed the next best thing to a dis charge during t he month . The 
quartet - Capt . Elmore, M/Sgt Howe, Tee 3 Bullet in, and Tee 3 
Bogis, all of "A" Company - left on pay day wit h  bag and baggage 
for the United States to take over a photogrammetrist assignment 
at AAF Headquarters in Washington . Needless to say, the entire 
bat talion wat ched sad-eyed as they departed . Two other 9 42nd 
"regulars II got their big chance this month .  Sgt . Santopadre of 
"A II Company and Te c 4 Van Lanen of 11H &S II Company, ba ck in the Z 
of I on rot ation and re cuperation, were dropped from the rolls of 
their respe ctive companies to presumably get permanent 
ass ignments in the States . This was done per instructions 
contained in an Eighth Air For ce let ter . 
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For pract ically the f irst time since its act i vation, the 
month went past without any additions to the battalion roster but 
the gang did lose the services of Leo Ware, the popular f irst 
sergeant of H & S Company, and Pfc Ira Shue of the same 
organization, who left for the states in order to be discharged 
under the over 42 years of age plan . F/Sgt Ware left a lot of 
tried and true friends in the ETO as he had been their top kick 
for over two years . 

One other change in the personnel set-up took place when the 
members of the Med ical Detachment, two officers and eight EM, 
were transferred to the Far Shore and attached to " B" Company in 
Belgium . A lone sad note was injected into the battalion 
proceedings, though a little remote, when news was received from 
the continent that Cpl Frank Hatchman, formerly of "A" Company, 
had been wounded in the arm just prior to V-E day as a member of 
the famed 89th Division . Thus Hatchman, who now has recovered, 
became the first ex-member of the 9 42nd to receive the Purple 
Heart . 

As was only natural, V-E day celebrations captured the top 
spot on the month's social calendar . The battalion, as well as 
e veryone in the wing, has a three day holiday when the 
announcement came . The base held a huge beer party as well as 
dances and other activities to entertain the GI's who were 
restricted to the post by Eights Air Force orders . Only those 
with families or invitations from friends were allowed out. 
During the remainder of the month, the usual town dances and the 
pubs drew their share of customers . 

Athletically, things were practically the same as in the 
preceding month with several members of the pattalion perform ing 
for the Wing baseball team and others competing informally in 
tennis, golf, track, swimming and softball . 

Following close on the heels of V-E day came the War 
Department's long-awaited announcement of their point system 
affecting the discharge of the G I . As everyone knows by now, the 
total was set at 85 but it concerned only six men out of the 
battalion strength of 2 51 EM . The sextet, three from each 
company, were still sweating out their return to the states to 
exchange their O D's for civilian clothes and all the "rigors" of 
a non-military existence . 

The morale of the battalion was not at as high a level as it 
was prior to and immediately after V-E day . With the war in 
Europe now over, the "gang" was getting a little restless sitt ing 
around and waiting to move in as much as o ver half the personnel 
were nearing their third year o verseas . The ir minds were set on 
going home and the uncertain future as to their ultimate 
objective to the Pacific via the US or to Germany as a member of 
the OAF . 

The leading rumor had most of the boys muttering German 

90 



UNIT HISTORY (Cont'd) 

expressions to themselves as they awaited the day that the 
bat talion's redeployment orders would come through from higher 
headquarters . Where would our next home be ? Only time and fate 
would answer that one. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
9 42ND ENG INEE R AVIAT ION TOPOGRAPHIC BATTALION 

AAF STATION 101 

U .  K. SECTION ONLY 
UNIT HISTORY 

20 July 19 45 

(1 June 19 45 to 30 June 19 45) 

The mont h of June may be cons idered as t he advent o f  rout i ne 
garrison l i fe and dut ies for t his organizat ion. Not hing unusual, 
eit her from t he standpoi nt of m il itary or ot herw ise, happened 
t h is mont h to class ify it ot her t han what might happen i n  any 
s im ilar organizat ion stat ioned on any m il itary post most 
anywhere i n  t he world. It was not a period i n  which t here was 
not hing to do nor was it a t ime when everyt h i ng seemed to happen 
unexpectedly and work and l i fe i n  general was subject to  change 
from day to day. The whole atmosp here was one o f  an old 
experienced organizat ion, work i ng along from day t o  day on plans 
prev iously made w it h  not hing but rout ine interrupt ions to break 
t he monotony. 

Pract ically t he ent ire product ion fac il i t ies were centered 
on one large order duri ng t he ent ire mont h. This project ( the 
8t h AF Record) had been init iated duri ng May and was well under 
way i n  all departments at t he begi nning of t he month. As 
ment ioned i n  last month's h istory, t his job was or iginally 
scheduled for complet ion by July 1st . However, due to  a 
substant ial increase i n  volume of work to be done above t he 
or igi nal f igures, and coupled w i t h  t he fact t-0at t he origi nal 
material was not supplied by t he 8th  AF as schedule, has 
postponed t he f i nished delivery date i ndefinitely . At t he end of 
t he mont h, no mater ial had been rece ived for chapter f ive of t he 
book as now set up. 

As ment ioned in  last mont h's h istory, t he 8t h AF Record 
mater ial involved a large amount of sk illed dra ft ing. The 
of ficers and men i n  t he dra ft i ng sect ion real ized t he magnitude 
and potent ial it ies of t he work i nvolved and set t hemselves to t he 
task w i t h  a determ inat ion to do t he job qu ickly and at t he same 
t ime to turn out something t hat ot hers as well as ourselves would 
be proud to po i nt to as an example of our draftsmanship and 
reproduct ion capab ili t ies. An  e xample of t he type of draft ing 
required was t he representat ion of squadrons, groups and even 
w i ng planes engaged in  f ighter and bomber maneuvers and tact ics 
on some given target. To show t h is wit h any degree o f  clarity 
required minute and deta iled perspect ive drawi ngs in as many as 
five colors. Of course, t h is had to be lit hographed in color and 
requ ired very exacti ng reg istrat ion problems at t imes. To 
accomplish t hese draw ings properly, anot her p iece o f  non
aut hor ized equ ipment played an important part ; namely, t he a ir 
brush. In t he hands of a sk illed art ist, of which t his 
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organization is fortunate in ha ving se veral, the blending and 
shading of colors can be done to bring out the best color 
contrast, thereby making the subjects stand out against 
back ground, etc. 

At the end of the month all material that had been received 
from 8th AF had been redrafted, color separation drawings made, 
and were put in hand in the reproduction department. 

Since the finished copy was to be presented in the form of a 
bound book this necessarily required that all printing be "backed 
up", that is printed on both sides of the paper. This naturally 
called for a good grade of book stock of paper such as double 
coasted enameled paper. This paper appeared to be procurable 
from supply sources on the continent, so the job was started with 
that in mind. 

Perhaps the most important job wholly completed during the 
month was a series of four maps for Office of Strate gic Services, 
titled "Political Divisions of Germany". Six colors were used 
and each represented a major political division. The secondary 
sub-divisions were indicated by a distinctive pattern prepared by 
the use of various types of zipatone. Five thousand copies of 
each of the four maps were delivered. 

Total production figures are the lowest in the history of 
the Battalion. This is due primarily to the major portion of all 
men and facilities being employed on the lar ge 8th AF Record 
which was not completed during the period, consequent ly not bei ng 
included in following statistics for the month. Jobs completed, 
71; Negatives, 710; Contact Prints, 812; Plates made, 262; 
Impressions, 1 83, 4 9 5; Copies delivered, 1 59,0 62; Photostat 
Negatives, 3 83; Photostat Positives, 11, 825; Plates grained, 4 8 1; 
and 31 projection prints . See Annex #1 for flow chart for month. 

The supply situation for the period was normal and routine 
except for a few items which had to be obtained from the 
continent. The requirements submitted were kept to a minimum in 
anticipation of a mo ve to the Continent. One major item of 
special interest was the procurement of 30 cases of double coated 
enamel paper stock from the continent for printing the 8th AF 
Record. This procurement required special approval by G-2 8th AF 
and necessitated sending two planes to Luxembourg to transport 
the paper required. A motorized grainer van complete, another 
item of equipment that was long been sought, was procured through 
Chief of Supply ETO, from a warehouse near Paris and was driven 
here from Paris under the supervision of Lt. Stephen W. Gibson. 
A delay of almost a week was experienced at the port awaiting 
water transportation, but otherwise the trip was reported without 
incident. This piece of equipment will supplant the substitute 
British items and wi l l  prove much more efficient. 
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The boys that take charge of the personne l records were kept 
hopping around during the month as things we re rea l ly "cook in" in 
the transfer department. H & S Company led the way by losing one 
o fficer, gaining two others, and picking up five "stranded" 85-
point men from Company "B". The one to leave us was 1st Lt. 
Dona ld E. Greene, the Batta lion Adjutant, who had been i l l  and 
was transferred to a Detachment of Patients to await shipment 
back to the U. S. To take his p lace, 1st Lt. Wi l liam H. Lyon, the 
hard-working and wel l- liked "Jack-of-A l l -Trades", was brought up 
from H & S Company's Order ly Room. This move has proven 
exceedingly popu lar with everybody concerned. The two officers 
who joined our ranks were Captain Ray Johnson, who had been on DS 
with Company "B" on the continent, and 1st Lt. Richard Kauf fman, 
a reproduction o fficer that the Wing sent to the 942nd from the 
8th Photo Tech Squadron. Captain Johnson came to the UK with 
S/Sgt Emi l Dah ling, Te e 4 Pau l C lark, Te e 4 Joseph Farkas, Te e 4 
Frank Moraski and Pfc Ceci l Mac Dona ld to return to the Z of I 
under the 85-point ru le, but their orders were revoked and they 
were assigned to H & S Company to await further orders. Pfc 
Char ley Lakey a lso came over with this contingent and was 
assigned to Company "A". Another 85-pointer, P fc George Stash o f  
H & S, was transferred to Hq Squadron o f  the Wing and immediate ly 
was sent back to the Batta lion on DS. 

Company "A" ba lanced the sca les as far as personne l changes 
were concerned. It lost Te e 5 John J .  Boz icevich and P fc Reino 
P. Saa ri to a Detachment o f  Patients and thence to the Z o f  I, 
but picked up Pvt Arthur J .  Borea li, a duty so ldier, from Hq 
Squadron of the Wing, and T/Sgt Wa lter M. Young, who was 
transferred from Company "B" to take the p lace of F/Sgt John 
Compton, another 85-point man s lated for a t!ansfer. 

Lt. Co l. Edward Gal lagher, the batta lion commander, received 
the only "point" decoration during the month when he was awarded 
his fifth bronze battle star from Hq Squadron o f  the Wing due to 
his being Wing Engineer on the Staff. As for the remainder o f  
the outfit, it was sti l l  out o f  luck a lthough members of Hq 
Squadron, our "next door neighbors" for the past 1 6  months, had 
five to their credit. However, quite a few o f  the G I 's and a l l  
the o fficers were honored by receiving certificates o f  merit and 
letters of Commendation from Wing Headquarters. 

In the ath letic fie ld things were exact ly the same as in May 
with severa l members of the batta lion perform ing for the Wing 
baseba l l  team and quite a few o f  the lads competing in go l f  and 
tennis. Natura l ly, the pubs in High Wycombe, the surrounding 
countryside, and London and the loca l dances drew their share o f  
attention from the Engineers. On ly one o f  the 9 42nd gang joined 
the . ranks of the benedict s when T /5 Jack Duncan o f  Company "A" 
married ATS Private E l len Beardwe l l  of 139 Lance lot Road, 
Downham, but four or five more "knots" were due to be tied in 
Ju ly. 
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As will always be the case in the army, the rumors as to the 
battalion 's disposition flew thick and fast but it was officially 
learned that the 9 42nd had been placed in Category I. which meant 

part of the Occupational Air Force. But quite a few personnel 
changes were visioned before Germany was reached so it was still 
"sweat it out" for a lot of the "gang" . 

In conclusion, the morale of the batta lion was on a par with 
the preceding month -- not as high as it could be but a safe 
level nevertheless. We were still at work on the 8th Air Force 
book and that naturally kept our minds and bodies occupied . 
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HEADQUARTERS 
942ND ENG INEER AVIATION TOPOGRAPHIC BATTALION 

AAF STATION 101 

U. K. SECTION ONLY 
UNIT H ISTORY 

(1 July 1945 to 31 July 194 5) 

22 August 1945 

From an operat ional standpo int and in comparison w ith past 
achievement, the month of July may be regarded as banal and 
uninteresti ng, for, excluding routi ne domestic jobs coupled with 
the increase administrative work resulting from the anomalies o f  
redeployment; the German cap itulation saw the end of  our miss ion. 

It's true that the end of  the European War was met w ith 
jubilant enthusiasm by the ent ire unit and perhaps we realized a 
short per iod o f  complacency. Too, it ' s  logical to assume that a 
fair percentage o f  the unit v isual ized a poss i b ility of  an early 
return to the ir customary mode o f  l i fe. However, this was merely 
an infinites imal period for we soon remembered that Japan was 
still undefeated. 

This unit bei ng fully aware o f  the Eastern phase of work 
conflict, and, the fact that th is is the phase i n  which the U.S. 
is p laying the preponderant role, causes us to consider it the 
most important of  the ent ire struggle. 

As a result o f  this grave concern, this is a month of  wide 
speculation as to just when total v ictory w ill be accomplished 
and in what way we are to contr i bute. Too, there are innumerable 
rumors which concern the status of  this unit--rumors which vary 
from the exact island to which we w ill be shipped to the exact 
date upon wh ich we w ill receive that covetous document which 
enables one to reap the joys o f  comp lete freedom. However, upon 
appra isal of  this conglomeration o f  supposedly authentic 
statements, they are found to be of such conflicting nature that 
they accompl ish a bsolute confusion. 

Though we are designated as occupational troops, we, as 
i ndiv iduals, are subject to immediate transfer to organizations 
which are slated for further duty i n  the Pacific. This in  
conjunction w ith the popular bel ief that battle stars are 
detr imental to our type of  unit in the sense that they are not 
evaluated on  a fa ir and equ ita ble bas is, adds to our present 
mental discomfort. 

Duri ng the month of  July there was an apprecia b le decrease 
in  the volume o f  work. No new major jobs were accepted because 
of  a pending move by this unit. O f  the rema i ning jobs in the 
battalion, the E ights A ir Force Book was by far the largest. Two 
other large jobs were completed during July. The book "Rocket 
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Racket" involved 163,000 impressions in four colors and was 
turned out for Major Miller, Director of training, Eights Air 
Force. The other was a set of four maps in six colors for OSS 
showing political divisions of Southwest and Central Germany and 
required 1 92, 000 impressions. The first chapter of the Eighth 
Air Force Book required a tremendous amount of process work. The 
succeeding chapters were much simpler. 

In terms of figures, the battalion recorded 687, 517 
impressions for a total of 336,800 copies. The camera department 
made 685 negatives and 23 9 positives from which 237 plates were 
made. Photostat work was brisk at the first of the month, 
falling off thereafter. The major port ion of the phot ostat work 
was for OAS, making copies of track charts. In all, 6, 900 
positives and 386 negatives were put out by the photostat crew. 

This month's survey shows that we have sent out to various 
organizations numerous men, some of whom are on detached service, 
while others are definite transfer, and, as no one relishes the 
idea of leaving an organiz ation of which he has become an 
invaluable part, we have all more or less reached the point qf 
giving ebullient attention to even the most fantastic hyperboles 
especially if they lend to support our own wishes. 

Company rosters changed overnight as low-point personnel 
essential to the Pacific war effort moved out and high point " D" 
classification and 3 9-year old men moved in. Under the 
redeployment set-up, the battalion had to accept these men due to 
its Category I classification as an OAF force. 

The most noteworthy personnel change was the departure of 
Lt. Colonel Edward J. Gallagher for the United States to attend 
the Command and General Staff School at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 
His place was taken by Captain Robert S. Stewart, who vacated his 
S- 4 post in favor of Lt. Frederick P. Jeter . The latter 's job as 
11 A "  Company Supply officer was taken by Lt. Malcolm Rose. In H & 
S Company, Lt. Harold Steinhoff was named as personnel, supply, 
mess, finance and transportation officer to fill the shoes of Lt. 
William H. Lyon, who had moved up to the Battalion Adjutant slot 
the previous month. 

Another change was the removal of all 85 p�inters to Hq 
Squadron of the Wing to await shipment home. A few of the badly
needed technical men came to go home. 

Two outstanding promotions of the month came when Lt. 
Kenneth Lowe, CO of II A II Company, made his Captaincy and T/Sgt 
Bert Everett became first sergeant of H & S Company. Numerous 
other advances in grade were made in the other ranks. 

Two marriages were consumated in July when Tee 5 Jack Meyers 
of the Operations Section wed Sgt Carmen Bland of the WAC, in 
High Wycombe and Tee 4 Abe Marckason walked to the alter with 
Miss Irene Lowe of Kew, Surrey. Both lads were from H & S 
Company and a host of their friends attended both ceremonies. 
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In the sp orts field, the situati on was the same as in 
previ ous months with a few of the lads ca vorting f or the Wing 
baseball team and others c ompeting individually in gol d  and 
tennis. 

Among the many disc ouraging and distasteful facts there is 
however one event that we are l ooking f orwar d  t o  with genuine 
enthusiasm. This particular event is regarde d as a n ovelty in 
the sense that instead of our regular unit party we are planning 
a Bn saturnalia for Aug 3rd. This arrangement is advantage ous in 
the sensethat it offers the c ombine d talents of the individual 
unit committees. This small gr oup of men that go t o  make up this 
amalgamated supervision are dev oting unselfish eff orts t o  the 
various arrangements which are necessary for a successful party. 
T oo, because of adverse c on diti ons they are made t o  realize 
unusual difficulties, nevertheless, as their only reward will be 
the satisfaction of successful management, I'm sure that the 
entire organizati on will appreciate their general and n oble 
contributi ons t o  the extent of making this event successful 
enough to surpass all precess ors. 

As this month of July draws t o  a close, and as the last 
phase of this w orl d c onflict rages in fury, the morale of this 
unit, though not par excellence, is at a safe and c omfortable 
level. F or, though we are all anxious to leave army life behind, 
we are all c onsci ous of our obligati on because we realize the 
full significance of w orld peace. Nee dless t o  say some of us are 
rather optimistic while others are inclined t o  the pessimistic 
side; nevertheless, we are all c onscious of that inner feeling 
which tends t owar ds betterment and which seeks what is useful and 
values what is worthy. Theref ore, as we look f orwar d to the wars 
end, we are determined t o  exert every p ossible effort to avoid 
the pitfalls of gl oom and dispair, and t o  abstain fr om those 
traits which help to deteri orate and dissipate n oble aims. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
942ND ENGINEER AVIATION TOPOGRAPHIC BATTALION 

APO 634 US ARMY 

UNIT HISTORY 

( 1  August to 3 1  August 1945 ) 

The month of August marked another milestone in the history 

of the 942nd Engineers. It was in the latter part of this month 

that Hq & Hq & Serv Co and Company "A " received orders from the 

VIII Fighters Command to move from High Wycombe, England in early 

September, to AAF Station R- 11, at Eschwege, Germany, and to 

become a member of the Ninth Air Force, the O. A.F. The other 

portion of our battalion, Company " B ", at Virton, Belgium, 

received similar instructions, and so the three companies were to 

be together again for the first time in eight months. 

Technically speaking, the month was taken up with finishing 

the Eighth Air Force Book, which was started in June, and several 

other minor jobs for various customers. After that, the 

remainder of the month was spent in packing anp crating our 

supplies and equipment and turning our excess which wou ldn't be 

needed on the continent. Company " B ", in Belgium, did the same, 

and put the finishing touches on a book they reproduced for the 

Director of Reconnaissance, Ninth Air Force . 

On the personnel side of the ledger, both H & S Company and 

Company "A " lost some of the "old boys ", and gained some new 

ones. The 325th Recon Wing, our next higher headquarters, 

arranged a swap with severa l other Wing units invo lving men with 

over 45 points possessing certain MOS numbers. As was expected 

with the point system as it is, the 942nd Engineers started a new 
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phase in its existence with new blood starting to take the place 

of the old. 

The social calendar was brought to a climax by H & S Company 

and Company "A " holding their final party in England. Everyone 

enthusiastically agreed that it was by far the best. The huge 

social center hall in Slough, near London, was o btained, and the 

committee did themselves proud in signing a crack RAF band from 

Uxbridge that had recently returned from a tour of the States. 

The personnel of both companies and the host of English guests 

that attended were lavish in their praise of the evenings 's 

festivities. 

From the moral standpoint, it was not very high, as was 

expected, but most of the men shrugged their shoulders, because 

by now they know fully well that the Army always "moves in a 

mysterious manner ", and this was the same old pattern . 
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HEADQUARTERS 
942ND ENGINEER AVIATION TOPOGRAPHIC BATTALION 

APO 634, U.S. ARMY 

UNIT HISTORY 

( 1  September 194 5 to 30 September 1945) 

September was a month of movement and settlement for the 

battalion. From England and Belgium we advanced on Eschwege via 

air and motor Convoy, and on 1 7  September the three companies 

comprising the battalion were together for the first time since 2 

January 1945. Both Headquarters & Headquarters & Service and "A " 

Companies, leaving England, and "B " Company, departing from 

Belgium, employed advance parties, a motor convoy and a movement 

of the main body . The contingent in the UK moved its main body 

and a rear party by air. 

Upon reaching Eschwege, deep in the center of Germany, the 

battalion readied itse lf to get the former Luftwaffe field in 

shape for a long winter's stay. The outfit was designated to run 

the base by the Ninth Air Force so we immediately set up a Post 

Exchange, installed a provost marshal, took over control of the 

telephone system, organized our own utilities crew to repair 

windows and do the million and one things that are necessary to 

attain comfortable living quarters and efficient administration, 

and opened both an Officers and Enlisted Mens' Club. 

As yet, we had received no technical jobs, but we were ready 

for any customers as our fleet of reproduction vans were ready to 

commence operations. 

The final two weeks of the month had the personnel section 

burning the midnight oil as we received orders from the N i nth Air 

101 



Force to sta rt t ransfe r ring ou r 80 and 70 point EM to Catego ry IV 

units p repa ring to ship to the States. No shipments we re listed 

fo r Septembe r, but the fi rst two weeks of Octobe r we re due to be 

the "d ream pe riod" fo r ove r  ha lf of the 942nd pe rsonnel . 

Moral jumped upwa rd du ring the month . Once they we re 

settled in thei r comfo rtable qua rte rs and with an excellent EM 

Club and movie theat re to attend nightly, the men took a new hold 

on things and sat backed to "sweat it out" until thei r time to go 

home rolled a round . And eve ryone hoped that it would be soon. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
942ND ENG INEER AVIATION TOPOGRAPHIC BATTAL ION 

APO 634, U.S. ARMY 

UNIT HISTORY 

(1 October 1945 to 31 October 1945) 

October can best be described as the beginning of the end 

for the 942nd Engineer Aviation Topographic Battalion. For it 

was during the early part of this month that we received work 

from the Ninth Air Force to disband the unit and turn in all our 

equipment. 

During the first two weeks o f  the month, unit transferred 

out its 80 and 70 point men, and, during the final seven days, 

about one third of the 60 pointer s headed for outfits slated to 

go home. The remained, those with 59 points or below and a few 

six month volunteers, were all transferred to Category T units. 

Most of  the reproduction and headquarters personnel went to the 

902nd Engineer AF headquarters Company at Schlangenbad, Germany 

while most of the draftsmen and photomappers were sent to the 

13th Photo Technical Unit which had the mission of  completing the 

"Casey Jones Project". 

The final week of the month saw the battalion composed of 

60-odd 1160 pointers" and a holding party of 33 enlisted men who 

were placed on temporary duty with the 9 42nd from the 902nd to 

turn i"7I the equipment and supplies and clean up all the necessary 

administrative details peculiar to disbandment. Seven of our 

o fficers, all having more than 7 5  points, headed home this month, 

leaving us with eight officers still in the battalion. Seven of 

these were slated to go to other organizations in Germany, but 
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our commanding officer, major William S. S hira, will head for 

home as soon as t he bat talion is completely disbanded. This was 

expected to  take place somet ime next mont h .  

As is t he case wit h  most of t he occupational units, social 

activities stead ied down to t he hum-drum rout ine of movies, t he 

EM Club and an occasional USO troupe. At hletics were also played 

on Wednesday and Saturday afternoons wit h softball and horseshoe 

pitching taking t he favored role. 

The morale during t his period can best be described as "so 

so". Those who were sent to  units going home were naturally in 

high spirits whereas t hose left behind were sorry to see t he 

942nd discarded as it meant a new way of living for t hem and an 

end to t he friendships and good -fellowship t hat had been built up 

during t he past two years. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
942ND ENGINEER AVIATION TOPOGRAPHIC BATTALION 

APO 634 U S  ARMY 

UNIT HISTORY 

( 1  November 1945 to 20 November 1945) 

The 942nd Engineer Aviation Topographic Battalion became 

officially inact i vated as of 20 November 1945, per letter, Hsq 

Ninth Air Force, dated 14 Nov 45, subject : Organ izat ion Order 

(No. 104). The actual orders were received about the 24th of 

November, and at that time about half the holding force was on 

temporary duty to Belgium to fin ish the turning in of all 

equipment. Most of the work of returning equipment to depots had 

been done prior to this time, and so what remained was finally 

and quickly d isposed of and the unit closed out. 

The unit was inspected prior to clos ing its records, and 

everything was found in good order. The files were sorted and 

all materials to be saved were boxed and made ready to ship to 

the inactive records depot . 

Major Shira, the Battalion commander, received orders 

assigning him to the 397th Bomb Group, Perone, France. It was 

expected that he would be returned to the Zone o f  Interior in the 

very near future. All rema ining off icers were assigned to the IX  

Engineer Command and would depart with the rema inder of the 

holding party . 

The enlisted men who had 60 - 64 points were transferred to 

a Category IV un it early in the month for shipment to the United 

States, and so by inactivation date all work had been 

accomplished and the 942nd Engineers became part of the records 

of  the history o f  World War II . 
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HISTORY OF COMPANY B A PRIL 19 45 

The events of the past month on the Weste rn F ront have been 

of such a magnitude , b ringing always with each news report mo re 

gains and mo re towns taken, that the histo ry of this unit fo r the 

month becomes ve ry minute and inconspicuous in ret rospect . 

Neve rtheless, this o rganization , settling into one mo re o r  less 

humd rum existence of eve ry day routine work and left behind in 

the back-wash of the f ront , has p roduced much needed wo rk fo r the 

a rmies and the Air Force. The men can look back ove r the month 

with conside rable satisfaction of a job well done unde r many 

difficulties. That the work that is p roduced fo r the va rious 

agencies is being app reciated by them and being put to use is 

p roven by the commendations , both official and unofficial that 

have been received . F inally, the steady flow of wo rk is a sign 

that we a re needed he re and that the o riginal que ry as to the 

wo rth of the change of station has la rgely disappea red. All 

pe rsonnel have settled down to the job at hand and although many 

petty t roubles a re magnified , the mo rale of the men is gene rally 

quite high. 

On the fi rst of April, this company reached the first 

annive rsa ry of its activation. Since the day in 1 9 4 4 , a new 

group of men have been worked into a fine technical o rganization, 

two changes of station have been made, and a g reat amount of 

ope rational wo rk has been p roduced. The reputation that this 

g roup has made in the p rompt and efficient handling of all jobs 

has added a g reat deal to the Esp rit de Co rps and the morale in 

gene ral. 
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The men at AAF Stat ion 400 have been most fortunate during 

the month in hav ing a major ity of the days most lovely and sunny . 

The early spr ing that had arrived in March had at t imes seemed to 

give way to an early summer . However none had planned on the 

changeability of th is country and as on the last few days of the 

month the spr ing changed to w inter and the climat ic conditions 

ran a full gamut from wind and ra in to sleet and snow . By the 

30th the Bu ild ing had become so cold that it was necessary 

to get the fires go ing once aga in-not a happy augury for the 

month to come . 

W ith the very fine nays, however, of most of the month, the 

men w ere able to get out more into the surround ing country s ide, 

to see the beg inning of the baseball season, and last but not 

least, to develop all the symptoms of spr ing s ickness . 

Notw ithstanding, a form idable amount of work was produced and 

delivered . Days off are st ill of the future, however w ith almost 

every sect ion working the three shi ft day, suf f ic i ent t ime is 

given all to be able to enjoy th is season of the year . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The operat ional act iv ity of the past month has, like the 

preceding month, become rather pa7!ern ized . The ever present 

problem of keep ing up w ith the rap idly advanc ing armi es and 

hop ing that a job will be del ivered before it is too late, has 

given the Opa S ito and a ir of great a ct iv ity . In the months 

prev ious, some of the sections had cont inued to work at a h igh 

tempo while others had l ittle to do; with the advent of many 

specializ ed j obs calling for close cooperat ion between all 
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sections , more trouble w ith the duty roster has been exper ienced 

and provided ever a source of friction between the technical and 

the adm inistrat i ve sections . 

No new customers ha ve been added dur ing the month although a 

great deal more work has been rece i ved from the F irst French Army 

through the 6th Army Group and the 7th Army. The Mosaic Section 

f inally came into its own toward the end of the month w ith the 

arri val of a large job , however the records show that almost ha lf 

of the jobs turned out dur ing that period ha ve been mosa ics. 

Those include the ever present town plan mosa ics for the var ious 

Army PID's and a few other spec ial ized lay downs. These w ill be 

more fully d iscussed in the Operational Summary. 

W ith the rece ipt of so much work for the mosa ic sect ion , the 

Photo Print Section has become completely detached from the 

Reproduction Platoon , and a number of men from other sections 

have been placed on TD and tra ined in the operation of the 

photostat mach ine and the pr inters. Lt. Hursey has become the 

section head and a complete alter ing of the area has been made. 

The amount of photostat work that has been accomplished , not only 

for the Photo L ibrary but also for the PI  Sect ion has been great. 

Many of the orders have been accomplished w ith very c lose 

deadlines and are always met , notw ithstanding that a drier has 

had to be used that is borrowed from the A ir Corps. On the last 

day of the month a large dr ier was set up and about ready to go 

into operation . Th is w ill a id greatly in the proper fulfill ing 

of future orders. The Photo Print Section , as establ ished , works 

in d irect contact with the Mosa ic Sect ion , and in operating this 
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way, a great deal of needless red tape and pape rwork is 

eliminated. 

As in the past month, the Photo-Library remains the one 

section that is not ope rating to capacity. A skeleton shift is 

maintained a fte r 1700 hours and this shift is mainly for the 

purpose of  issuing plots and maps . The fact that the 19th PID 

has virtually stopped all work other  than the functions of cove r, 

search and to some extent, t racing, has le ft the library 

isolated . The main inte rest o f  the men in this Section at the 

present time seems to be in the baseball team. 

The greatest single prob lem still faced by the various 

sections has be en the drair. of  men caused by the eve ry day 

details plus an increasing numbe r o f  other  special jobs that must 

be accomplished. Previously, as few men as possible had been 

excused from duty but by the last of  the month it was necessary 

to make a large list of  those not available for it had reached 

the stage whe re presses and p late making equipment was lying idle 

for lack of  pe rsonnel. Need less to say, this has placed a rathe r 

large burden upon the Library and the Transportation Section, 

howeve r it is hoped that this will only last for a short time. 

By the close of the month the three major sections o f  the 

company were working at top speed under  the str ess of close 

deadlines and the eve r rapid movement of  the f ront line. It was 

becoming increasingly hard to maintain contact with the various 

Army Photo Cente rs and most job orders were being received and 

process through S-3 afte r receipt o f  orde rs by phone or by 

teletype. Many of  the delive ries have necessitated special 
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couriers into Germany and some of the men have had the 

opportunity to go along with the truck. The airstrip continues 

to be used quite frequently, although due to the change in 

character of the operational work, not as frequently as during 

the preceding month. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

A number of changes have been made in the personnel and in 

the T/0 during the month. On the last day of the previous month, 

too late to include in the March history, 

was reduced to the grade of private. On the 

same order, was reduced to Private. These 

reductions were contained in SO #2 1, 32 5th Reproduction and 

Interpretation Center, paragraphs 6 and 7, dated 30 March. 

On the 1 8th, Sgt John R. Hunt, 110 4 8774, was placed on TDY 

with this unit for a period of thirty days per paragraph 7, SO 

#2 5, 32 5th Reproduction and Interpretation Center. He was 

detached from Hq Squadron, V I II Fighter Command. It is 

interesting to note that this man resumed acquaintance with many 

old friends for he was on detached service with the 9 52nd Engr 

Topo Company about two years ago. 

T/3 Humberto Marroquin, 1609 8363, left on the 26th for 

Infantry OCS. He was transfe rred in grade to the 9th 

Reinforcement Depot per paragraph 3, SO # 80, Hq VIII Fighter 

Command dated 13 April. He is the first member of this company 

to leave for OCS and all the men will follow his progress with 

the utmost interest and well wishes. 
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On the 29th, was transferred to Hq 

and Service Company within the Battalion. He was replaced on the 

same date by Sgt Lester Wahlgren, 363 4791 8. T he authority for 

both changes is contained in SO #100, par. 3, 325th Photo Wig, 

Reconnaissance. 

The only promotion during the month was Lt. Hursey to 1st 

Lieutenant. The order was received on the 19th, effective the 

16th. Paragraph 6, SO #106, H qs VIII Air Force. 

By the end of the month the strength was 9 officers and 2 50 

men with 3 officers and 1 man attached. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

A further loosening up of the number o f  men al lowed to- go on 

furloughs and three day passes has been evidenced during the 

month. Men are being sent to England and to the Riviera 

(although word has been received that due to transport 

difficulties the leave to England have been temporarily 

suspended). Also passes have been made availa ble to Brussels or 

Paris and generally there are a bout si x or eight men a week able 

to take advantage of this. All those who have been fortunate 

enough to get away for a few days retu rn with glowing reports of 

their experiences, much to the chagrin and the jealousy of all 

the less fortunate. 

On the 23rd, the day trips to Arl en were cancelled and 

instead a trip to Luxembourg substituted. This is most agreeable 

to the men and as the quota remains the same, most of the men 

will have the chance to see what the town is like. The stories 

brought back by those who have already gone make the town sound 

very �nteresting and enjoya ble. 
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New B passes were made available on the 1 5th allowing the 

men to be off the post until curfew (2300 hours). At the same 

time the very low quota that had remained in effect since the 

days of the 3rd Army Administration was removed and no limit was 

placed on the number who could be off at any one time. This has 

been welcomed by the men and many more men are taking advantage 

of this lifting of the restrictions and getting away from the 

post more often. Coupled with this has been a further change in 

the uniform regulations so that now the Class B uniform with 

leggins or boots is the standard uniform for the pass except when 

visiting outside the city limits and then it becomes Class A or 

else (in the combat zone) Class B with arms and helmet. With the 

weather that has been prevalent this uniform has been well 

received by the men and a ll are in favor of it. 

As a result of this chance to get out more, the relations 

with the civilian pop�lation seems to be impro ving rapidly. Many 

of the men are obtaining a working knowledge of French and at the 

same time many of the girls are getting a smattering of English. 

One of the greatest factors in this "ice breaking" was the 

holding of the anniversary party and dance on the 7th . This was 

a most gala evening and al l agree that it was one of the best 

parties that the company has e ver had. Due to the fact that 

there was no place on the post to hold it, a large dance floor 

cafe was hired and admirably decorated by a committee headed by 

Cpl Shrenkor. Much of the work was done by T /4 Robinson and Pvt 

Abrew. The music was furnished by the Company trio and they did 

a fine job as usual . About one hundred invitations were sent out 
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to girls in the town and almost without a single exception were 

they accepted. One factor that had not been planned on was the 

Belgian chaperone system and it was soon discovered that by 

inv iting a g irl it could be expected that from two to five others 

would also come- the girls parents and perhaps aunts, uncles, and 

all her younger brothers and s isters. Under th is system the 

floor soon became over crowded and dancing was d i f ficult at the 

best. Nevertheless, it was a success, even down to the Master o f  

Ceremonies, T/5 Bordeleau and h is French, and to the 

enterta inment that featured h ill-billy music. Many p ictures were 

taken of the party however it is impossible to include them in 

this month's history due to the fact that operational work has 

precluded any chance of getting them printed up. It is hoped 

that they will be ava ilable the following month. 

On the 12th of the month, the Post Commander received a 

request from the local gandarmes to furnish sixteen men to act as 

funeral guards and firing squad for a funeral to be held in St. 

Mard for four members o f  the partisan group who� had been executed 

by the Germans about ten months before. As the acting Post 

Commander at the time was Major Shira, the men were all chosen 

from this Company, and led by Lt. Rogowsky, they were tra ined the 

day before and made a very cred itable show ing, complete with 

Class A uni forms with all buttons shining br ight ly, w ith helmets 

and leggins. The ceremony was rather long and complex however no 

real m istakes were made and the men feel that they had made as 

good an impress ion on the people as could be hoped for. Due to 

the fact that the four men had been very prom inent in the 
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partisan affairs, they have bec ome heroes to  the l ocal people and 

as a result the entire town was present f or the lengthy affair. 

Live ammuniti on had to  be used, h owever there were no  incidents 

during the firing of the volleys. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The state of any f orm of military training remains 

completely dormant much to the relief of all the men . It might 

be said that although very little time has been spent on any 

drill, the sh owing of the men at the funeral pr oved that with but 

very little effort the snap and precision that characterizes the 

engineers is easily attainable . 

The weapons and gas masks continue to be inspected each week 

by the platoon leaders h owever that is as far as any sort of 

regimentation goes . In the early part of the month all men were 

required to take a six h our c ourse in interior guard that 

culminated in a written exam .  Part of this period was devoted to  

demonstrati ons and practical instruction, while the remainder was 

a thor ough going over of the manual on Interi or Guard. Generally 

speaking, the men felt that it was a waste of time, for �nly a 

few weeks previously had the same thing been d one . 

Nothing further has been d one about the plans for the 

defense of this station . Due to  the fact that there has been s o  

much operati onal w ork, it has not been considered feasible to  

arrange any further practices or mock attacks . Generally, the 

area has been m ost quiet and no alerts have been made during the 

month, although by a fluke, tw o escaped German pris oners were 

recaptured on the night of the 26th . Showing that great care 

must still be exercised in the guarding of this p ost. 
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The number of men required to guard this post remains great 

however a de cided slackness has set in that was not apparent 

while the front was so very close. The optimism that is 

prevalent has an effe ct upon the men although the great 

pre cautions in the guarding of the Operational Site are still in 

effe ct. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

And so the month of April comes to an end. This company has 

been at its present station for about one hundred days and sin ce 

those first days a great deal has been a c compl ished. The miss ion 

is being fulfilled and the men are able to see the visible 

results of the ir efforts by closely following the news from day 

to day. That the work being produ ced is being used is self 

evident. The great questions in all minds at the end of the 

month is "How mu ch longer now ? "  

Finally, the morale of the men has taken a de cided change 

for the better during this month and a great part of the rise can 

be attributed to the fa ct that the men are very busy and are able 

to see their results. There are less forms and re cords to be 

produ ced now and all efforts can be turned toward the operational 

work. The party aided a great deal in getting the men out of the 

rut and into other than the army so ciety and although the mail 

situation has been very poor during most of the month, even this 

has not seriously affected the men. A bove all, it is the 

con census of opinion that the very high quality and the rapidity 

of exe cution of the work is a sure sign of the ability and the 

will to work and to work well. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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SUMMARY OF THE OPERATIONAL ACTIVITY 

The technique developed dur ing the preceding month has 

become further standardized and symplified in the l ight of future 

operat ions, however due to the fact that so much movement of the 

arm ies has been prevalent dur ing the month has had an effect upon 

the number of l itho reproduct ion jobs that have been produced. 

There is less t ime for large scale planning for future operat ions 

and more need for speedy product ion of small town plans and 

studies of a l ike nature. T he lessons learned the prev ious month 

have been put to good use and the qual ity of the reproduct ion 

work is greatly improved. It is most interest ing to note that 

the First U.S. Army is most pleased w ith this new method, as is 

the Seventh Army. T hus, the major ity of jobs produced during the 

month have been for these two armies. 

A . closer cooperation has been developed between the draft ing 

and the reproduct ion platoons and there is less of a one

s idednes s in the product ion now than there had been formerly. 

The number of jobs received and processed dur ing the month is 

quite low-28, however of these jobs, twelve are for mosaics, 

twelve are for maps and four others of a more m iscellaneous 

nature. The last of the Jap Electr ic Power maps were printed up 

and delivered dur ing the month as was the 1:6 m ill ion Far East 

maps. These two jobs have been w orked on s ince the early part of 

February and it was w ith a s igh of rel ief that they were f inally 

completed. S ince then, a further large scale mapp ing job has 

been received from SHAEF/AIR for a 1: 250,000 series of Railroad 

Maps of Germany. This also promises to be a rather long and 
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tedious affair however the actual execution should prove most 

interesting . Also under the same class with any large scale 

mapping project was the request from Lt . Col . Curtin, . Flak 

Officer of the IX Air Force for a further tier of flak maps to 

extend to the east of Berlin . This addition was soon completed 

and the overlays arrived and prepared . The entire job required 

only three  days to complet e . The flak series has now reached 

great proportions . However many of the sheets can now be 

discarded and it is soon hoped that all of them will be finished . 

As has been previously stated, the mosaic section fina lly 

came into its own during the month and this group has been very 

busy for most of the time . Many job orders were received from 

the First or the Seventh Armies for a mosaic of a specified town, 

to be printed and delivered in 24 hours . With only one exception 

was this met and that was due to the fact that no cover was 

available . All told, about 100 s eparate towns were produced for 

the armies, many of them of towns in the R@r packet . Further 

specialized mosaics were received, one of a dam that was to be 

bombed . On the 17th, Major Shira was informed by S-3 that 

Sorties were being flown of an area from Munchen to Passau 

covering about the 1 5, 000 square miles . This would be laid as a 

mosaic and done as rapidly as possible . The actual time set for 

the job was ten days, however due to the fact that the scale of 

the job is 1: 20, 000 and the photos are 1: 10,000 to 1: 15, 000, the 

number of prints required is tremendous . Nevertheless, by the 

end of the first week of work 4952 square miles had been laid and 

this covered a total of 12 1 boards . Deliveri es are made each day 
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and the rate of production is about 15 sheets a day. With this 

large order on hand, the total number of square miles laid during 

the month reaches 5500, a quite large area . 

During the month a number of specialized jobs have been 

received from the First French Army . These include five separate 

maps of road studies of the regions in southern Germany and 

Bavaria prepared by the French and reproduced by this unit. Many 

of the maps were in four and five colors and required a great 

deal of careful work in registering. Also received from this 

same army at the end of the month were two other specialized 

drafting reproduction jobs, one consisting of three high oblique 

maps of the Bavarian Alps, to be reproduced in half-tone with 

colored overprints for the roads and the water. It was necessary 

to prepared color separation drawings and many of the men who had 

worked .on perspective target charts in the past were called upon 

to once more draw roads and rivers in perspective. It is 

expected that many more requests will be made by this group for 

the unit has demonstrated that its capabilit�es are very great. 

During the month the reproduction section made 4 40, 0 40 

impressions and 232, 22 5 copies, a rather fair number considering 

the small number of jobs that have been received . No doubt this 

figure will continue to rise during the next month and top the 

preceding f igures for there are many large jo bs that will soon be 

ready for the presses however they cannot be figured in the 

estimates as yet. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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Considering that the trouble is still existent in the 

pro curing of enough men to adequately carry on the operational 

work, the month has seen a large amount of  ne cessary jobs 

produ ced and delivered. The number of jobs that ha ve been 

can celled during the month amounts to just one and all others 

were re ceived in time to prove of use. The knowledge that this 

work is being used is a powerful incentive to the men and the 

sense of team work and e ffi cien cy is greatly improved. 

During the month the mosai c section has been the most 

completely employed and this in turn has caused the Photo Print 

sections to de velop another shift after mid night. That the 

various se ctions are able to work together so well is an 

indication that the personne l are well chosen for the task o f  

produ cing mu ch in little time. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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PROBLEMS OF SUPPLY AN D MAINTENANCE 

Dur ing the month a s izeable amount of work was done around 

the various bu ild ings and now that th is organizat ion seem to be 

here to stay many more semi-permanent pieces of equ ipment have 

been moved in. Chief of these and no doubt the largest s ingle 

job done by the Ut il ity Sect ion of the post has been the 

construct ion of a house for the D iesel generator. The plans for 

this structure were drawn up by Pfc Acteson and as they were 

intended to be more or less pre-fab ricated, the actual 

construction was done in a hurry. By the end of the month, the 

job was f in ished and the generator ready to start to work. Much 

credit must be g iven to the carpenters and the others who were in 

any way respons ible for the rap id completion of the job. 

W ith the poss ib il ity of hav ing a constant source of 

electricity in the near future, a more permanent form of w ir ing 

of the var ious sections was accompl ished and the result is that 

there is less chance of gett ing hung on a low hanging w ire. 

Sgt Lievens and Sgt Santoro succeeded in construct ion a very 

presentable transparency holder to be used w ith the copy camera 

in the tra iler and at the same t ime bu ilt a vacuum frame of the 

camera room. Both of these p ieces of equipment are in great use 

w ith the new procedure for the production of half-tones. 

On the 29th a large dr ier, suff ic ient to take the largest 

pr ints and photostats was installed in the Photo Pr int section. 

This w ill prov ide a real sav ing in t ime for the men of the 

sect ion for heretofore all drying of large prints had to be done 

in the A ir Corps Lab, a makesh ift expedient at the best. 
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Thesmall rotary drier has been moved to the small camera van that 

is now being used by the Camera Club and this too provides a real 

benefit to all the amateurs in the Company . 

During the month more German paper was received and a great 

deal of it has been put to good use. Much of the stock is 

admirable for cards and record forms and the resu lt has been to 

save much bristol board . 

Very few failures of equipment have been experienced during 

the month and that stands as a great credit to the maintenance 

men whose job it is to keep the presses etc in good working 

order . Only one stoppage occurred during the month when an arm 

on one of t he presses broke . This was taken to a welder in town 

and soon repaired and the press working once again . When one 

stops to consider that the presses are running 2 4  hours a day and 

7 days a week, it is realized that excellent care is taken of 

them and that they are able to withstand a gre�t deal of strain . 

* * * * * * 

Due to the fact that the 26th Station Complement moved to 

new quarters it was possible to make a shift in personnel and 

alleviate to a great extent the cramped condit ions that had 

existed from the first day . The large squadroom directly over 

the mess hall and corresponding to the NCO room (comp lete with 

spring beds and good mattresses) was moved into on the 16th . The 

company now fills all of Building #5 and two floors of Building 

# 4 . The men who were fortunate enough to move into this new room 

are quite contented with the change and are mak ing the most of 

the opportunity . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
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TRIPS AN D VISITORS 

The month of April has been almost devoid of any tips of any 

importance. Very few officers from other units have visited and 

very few visits have been made by the company officers. 

Early in the month Lt . George went to Paris to visit OCE and 

discuss mapping problems with them. On the 14th Major Shira made 

a trip to the 3rd Army Headquarters and to the 652nd Engr 

Battalion who had moved from France to Germany . He returned with 

many tales of his experiences in Germany and some pictures of the 

destruction that had been wrought to the cities of Saar and 

Rhineland. 

Major Bernier from SHAEF/AIF made two visits during the 

month to discuss both the Railroad Maps and the innumerable 

gridded maps that are being produced for SHAEF . He is always a 

welcome figure. 

Due to the fact that the company is producing so much w ork 

for the First French Army, Lt. Bouchaud has become a constant 

visitor dropping in at all times of the day .and night (even 3 

AM). He has become much interested in the possibilities of 

producing analglyphs and experiments that have been made .for him 

show that it is perfectly feasi b le and simple. Whether any large 

program will be developed remains to be seen . 
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ACT IV ITIES OF THE SPEC IAL SERVICE SECTION 

The post Special Service Section has finally completed all 

the many improvements that have been contemplated and continue to 

be most acti ve in providing for the many wishes of the men. 

"Archies Tavern " and the day room continue to be most actively 

patronized and as would be expected, the PX is very popular for 

e very one . The stock that is a vailable has become quite large 

and the management of this phase of the section is most 

efficient. 

Due to the fact that so much pressure has be en placed on the 

men due to the operational requirements, many of the proposals 

made during the pre vious month concerning the post camera room, 

the educational program and other morale boosters, have had to be 

temporarily shelved, however it is hoped that these ideas will be 

put into action in the near future. 

A number of radios were received during the month and one 

was installed in the mess hall and gives out with the AFN program 

day and night. This is of the utmost importance for it has given 

the men the chance to hear daily news broadcasts and keep in 

touch with the latest de velopments. The other radios have been 

spread around the post for the enjoyment of all. 

Due to the fact that the supply point that pre viously had 

issued the film for the movies had moved into Germany, it was not 

considered worth while to make the very long trip there to get 

film and as a consequence the quality of the shows has been 

rather low during the month. A few of first class caliber have 

been shown, but by and large, most of them have been B pictures 
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or else repeat s  of other pictures that have been shown. Some of 

the bet ter pictures have been, "Laura" with Gene Tierny, "Bring 

on the Girls" wit h  Veronica Lake, Carmen Miranda in " Greenwich 

Village" and finally, "Hello Beautiful" . The re ha ve been many 

days when no films had been a vailable and so more activity has 

been evidenced on the base ball field and in the town itself by 

men on pass. It is hoped t hat the movie situation will become 

cleared up in time, however for the present the men must rema in 

patient. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

During the month the Chaplain made a trip to  England and 

while there he was a ble to  procure a small field organ to use for 

his Sunday services. Heretofore he had lead all the singing by 

giving the pitch and he admit t ed that this was not satisfactory 

as he is almost tonedeaf. With an organ he got busy and scoured 

the post and finally discovered a man in the company who could 

play the organ and now the Sunday Chapel service is complete with 

music . The organist, a member of this company, is T/4 Andrews, 

who had played a la rge church organ in civilian life. Another 

engineer had designed a program with the order of service for the 

chaplain and this has proved o f  benefit. T/4 Cook turned out one 

o f  his very excellent jobs for the cover and it was printed up by 

the reproduction section. 

The Roman Catholic men are sti ll served by either a Belgian 

priest from Virton, by a visiting chaplain from Montmody, by 

at tending mass at a nearby Carmelite Convent,  or else by making a 

trip to Orval, a very famous monastery about twenty miles away. 
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All those who have been there say that it i s  mo st beaut i ful and 

strongly adv i se all to make a v i sit there. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The baseball season ha s gotten well underway during the 

month and two or three game s a week have been played on the new 

field . Thi s  ha s been developed by the German pri soners and now 

looks very profes s ional. The in-f ield ha s been " sk inned" while 

the outfield ha s been rolled and the gra s s  cut quite short. 

Another f ield for soft ball only has been developed at the old 

motor pool and th i s  i s  u sed by the many team s that comprise the 

intramural league. The Photo L ibrary i s  do ing a very good job 

and i s  one of the leaders of the league. Not only are they about 

top s but al so four out o f  s ix of the lead ing batter s are from 

thi s  section . 

The post hard ball team ha s played only a few games w ith 

other units in the v ic inity and thu s far have come out about 

even. A good number of the player s are from th i s  company and 

seem to be the ma instay s of the team . Plans -are being made to go 

on a trip, however a s  yet nothing de finite ha s been developed. 

With the good weather and the fact that many of  the games are 

played on Sunday afternoon s, a large number of the townspeople 

have shown up to try and reach some understanding of the game. 

Thus far it ha s seemed mo st d i f f icult, however w ith continued 

attendance at the game s they are gradually gett ing an inkling of 

what it i s  all about. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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Each unit of the post has held a dance during the month at 

the Hetropole Cafe and each has been as successful as the company 

anniversary party . Plans are being made to have another for the 

company during the coming month and all the men are looking 

fo rward to it very eagerly . The Special Service Section, 

although not in control, provides a helping hand and much credit 

for the ultimate success must go to them . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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R E S T R I C T E D 

SPEC IAL O RDE RS HEADQUARTE RS V I I I  F IGHTER COM 

NO • • • • • • • • • •  8 0 APO 6 3 7  AAF STAT I ON 
1 3  Ap ril  1 9 4 5  

E X T R A C T  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

3 .  Te e 3 ( C0 4 ) Humbe rt o Ma rroquin , 1 6 09 8 3 , C o  B .  9 4 2nd Engr 
Avn Top o Bn , i s  t rf d  in gr , at chd una sgd , t o  9t h Re inforceme nt 
Depot, APO 5 4 5 , f o r  C C  Tng ( I nf )  c la s s  No . 2 5 , rep o rt ing not 
lat e r  t han 2 9  Ap r i l  1 9 4 5  t o  t he C omdt t he re of .  T DN TBMAA TBCAA 
6 0- 1 0 5  P 4 3 1 - 0 2  A 2 1 2 / 5 0 4 2 5 . Auth : Eight h Ai r F o rce  TT D- 6 8 0 0 3 , 
dt d 4 Ma rch 1 9 4 5 . EDCM R :  2 9  Ap r i l  1 9 4 5 . 

* * * * * * * 

BY  ORDE R  OF COLONEL WEBSTE R :  

OFF I CIAL :  

/ s / W . T . Durk op 
/t / W . R . DURKOP ,  

Lt C ol one l ,  AGD ,  
Adj ut ant Gene ra l . 

* * * * 

ROBE RT W .  HUMPHREYS 
C o l one l ,  AC , 
Chie f of Staff . 

A CE RT IF IED T RUE EXTRACT 

1 2 7  

JOHN FOWLER ,  
1 st Lt . ,  CE . 
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SPE C I AL ORDERS ) 
NUMBER • • . • .  1 0 6  ) 

* * 

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AI R F O RCE 
O ff i ce of t he C ommanding Genera l 

1 6  Apri l  1 9 4 5  

E X T R A C T 

* * * * 

6 .  The f o l l ow ing O are DP , t e mp promot e d  t o  t he gr 
ind i cate d in AUS w /rank fr dat e  of t hi s  order . ( Aut h C ir 9 0 , Hq 
Europ ean TO USA , 1 7  August 1 9 4 4 ) :  

2nd Lt t o  1 st Lt 

WILBURN R, HURSEY 0 1 1 1 6 6 0 3  CE  

* * * * * 

BY  COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL DOOLITTLE : 

JOHN S .  ALLARD 
Briga dier Gene ra l , USA 

Chi e f  of  Staff . 

OFF I C I AL : 

/ s /  Lindsey  L .  Braxt on 
/t / LINDSEY L .  B RAXTON 

C o l ona l , AGD, 
Adj ut ant Genera l . 

A TRUE  EXTRA CT COPY : 
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JOHN F OWLE R ,  
1 st Lt . ,  CE . 
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F I RST F RENCH ARMY 

HEADQUARTERS - OFF I CE 5 April 1 9 4 5 . 

Gene ra l DE LATTRE DE TASSIGNY 
Commande r of t he F irst  French Army 

t o  
Co lone l T RI MBLE 

3 2 5 t h  Rep roduct ion and Int erp ret at ion 
Cent e r  

APO 6 3 4 , U . S .  Army . 

I w ould  like t o  t hank you for t he rapidit y w it h  w hich y our 
Cent e r  w a s  good enough t o  e xe cut e a w ork -o rde r f o r  t he profit of 
t he F irst Army . 

I re que s t  y ou t o  t ransmit , in part icula r ,  a l l  my 
congratulat ions t o  Ma j or SHI RA and t o  t he pe rs onne l of  C ompany B 
of t he 9 4 2nd . 

I hop e t hat in t he ve ry nea r  fut ure t he c oop e rat ion of our 
Armie s and of t he diffe rent Service s w hi ch c omp os e  t hem , w i l l 
lea d t o  t he t ot a l  de st ruct ion of  t he enemy . 

P . O .  The Genera l of  LINARES Briga de 
Unde r-Chief of  Headquart e rs 

1 st Ind . 

2 0 1 . 2 2  1 9  Ap ril 4 5 . 
HEADQUARTERS 3 2 5TH REP RODUCT I ON & INTERP RETATION CENTE R ,  APO 6 3 4 ,  
U . S .  Army . 
TO : Maj o r  Shira & C . O .  C ompany B ,  9 4 2nd Engr Avn Top o Bn . APO 
6 3 4 ,  U . S .  Army . 

It  is w it h  great sat i s fa ct ion t hat I forw a rd t o  you t he 
above comunicat ion f rom t he First  F rench Army . 

1 3 0  

M .  E .  TRIMBLE 
Lt . C ol . , A . C . , 
C ommanding . 



201.22 
HEADQUARTE RS, Co " B", 
22 April 194 5. 

2nd Inc 
942nd Engr Avn TopQ Bn, A PO 634, U .S. Army. 

TO: All personnnel, Co "B", 942nd Engr Avn Topo Bn, A PO 634, 
U.S. Army. 

It is extremely gratifying to receive the above message and 
to know that the personnel of this organization are materially 
contributing to the efforts of the armies in the field by their 
skill and devotion to duty. 
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FRANK M. MARSON 
Captain, C. E .  
Commanding. 



le 4 Avril 1945 
REM IERE ARMEE FRANCAISE 
MAJOR - CABINET 

Le General DE LATTRE DE TASSIGNY 
Commandant la 1 ere Armee Francaise 

a 

Monsieur le Colonel TRIMBLE 
325 th Reprodu ct ion and Interpretation Center 

A . P . O .  634 U .S .  Army. 

Je tiens a vous remer cier de la rapidite a ved laquelle votre 
Centre a bien voulu exe cuter un tra vail au profit de la 1 en 
Armee . 

Je vous demande de transmettre ,  en part culier, toutes mes 
feli c itations au Major SHIRA et au personnel de la Compagnie B du 
942 nd . 

Je souhaite que dans un tres pro che avenir, la cooperation 
de nos Armees et des differents Services qui les composent, amene 
la destru ction totale de l'ennem i .  

P . O .  Le General de Bri gade de L INARES, 
Sous-Chef d 'Etat-Major: 
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