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Edwards visits Greenville 
Pays thanks to North 
Carolinians as he steps 
down from Senate 

NICK HENNE 

NEWS EDITOR 

John Edwards, former North 

Carolina senator and candi- 
date for vice president stops in 
Greenville’s Sheppard Memorial 
Library Wednesday as part of his 
“Thank You Tar Heels Tour.” 

“It’s been such an honor and 
privilege to represent all of you 
in the U. S. Senate,” said Edwards. 

He said his work was all about 
bringing the values that he grew 
up with in rural North Carolina, 
the same kinds of values the people 
of eastern North Carolina hold 
including faith, family, hard work 

and responsibility to the nation. 
Edwards said he is in many 

ways a typical North Carolinian 
and was proud to represent the 
state. He did a number of things, 
while serving the senate to help 
improve the lives of Americans. 

A patients bill of rights was 

passed through the U. S. Senate 
while Edwards was in office giving 
the people, rather than insurance 

companies, a chance to make 
their own health care decisions. 

Another issue has been 
seniors struggling in paying for 

their prescription drugs. 
“That’s a real and serious 

problem ... We worked very hard 
to get generics into the market- 
place more frequently to bring 
down the price of prescription 
drugs for everyone,” Edwards said. 

Edwards worked during 

his time in the U. S. Senate to 
bring about education reform. 

He was able to take reforms 
Governor Easley had put into 

place in North Carolina to the 
national level improving the 
issue throughout the country. 

Edwards said it isimportant for 
there to be sufficient public edu- 
cation systems in North Carolina. 

“T wouldn’t have any chance 
in the world of being where | 
am today without a great public 

What do you 

think of the tuition 

Increase? 

ZINA BYRD 

JUNIOR NURSING MAJOR 

“I don’t like it. I'ma 
working parent and you 
just have to borrow more 
money and financial 

aid that doesn’t increase 
with it and there was no 
reasoning given to the 

students.” 

aT] 

DUSTIN GAINES 
JUNIOR BUISNESS MAJOR 

“| have mixed emotion 
and tuition is high enough 
but we need to help new 

organizations and the 
football team needs some 

MICHELLE SMITH 
SOPHOMORE ART MAJOR 

“1 don’t think it should 

be increased for people 
who aren’t in these 

organiz 
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John Edwards came to Greenville Wednesday for part of his “Thank You Tar Heels” tour. Edwards thanked the audience for 

their support and discussed the challenges and issues the United States has yet to fully address. 

school education,” Edwards said. 
“Without the heroes in Amer- 

ica, the teachers who teach us in 
our public schools every single 
day, who all of us are so proud of.” 

Edwards said there is a gap 

with the quality of schools in this 
country based on where people 

live and their race. He said it is 
important to provide help and 
support for teachers and getting 
the best teachers in the best 
schools and ensure a quality edu- 

cation system for everyone. 
Growing upin North Carolina, 

Edwards said he understands the 
struggle many North Carolinians 
face with the hurricane seasons. 

“We lived with that every day 
* just like you did,” Edwards said. 
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Edwards said there are numer- 
ous eastern NC residents who 
have worked hard their entire 

lives and paid their taxes who 
need the Government to pro- 

vided them with aid during such 
catastrophes. 

“Through no fault of their 
own, their lives have been dev- 

astated and now is the time for 

their government to step up and 

helped them,” Edwards said. 

They had been successful in 

helping families in need after 

hurricanes. 
The economy is another issue 

faced throughout North Carolina. 
Edwards said he has seen 

families who have farmed for 
generations, unsure of whether 

they would be able to con- 

tinue their family tradition. 
There have also been cases of 

jobs leaving rural communi- 

ties leaving people out of work. 

He said there have been vari- 

This year's tuition increase helped fund the new advising centers. 

Tuition, student 
fees to increase 
Increases would begin 
next academic year 

MICHAEL HARRINGTON 

STAFF WRITER 

ECU officials have called 
for a $300 increase in campus 

based tuition and approved a 
$134.50 increase in student fees 
which would be enacted at the 

beginning of the next academic 

year. 
The increases in campus 

based tuition will allow ECU to 
generate an additional amount of 

approximately $5.7 million. Of 
this amount, $1.7 million would 
be used to cover the cost of finan- 

cial aid and the rest of the $4 

million would be geared toward 

making competitive salaries for 

ECU faculty and staff. 

Chuck Hawkins, interim vice 

chancellor for administration 
and finance, said the tuition 

increases are necessary to ensure 
that our faculty salaries are com- 
petitive With our peers. 

“We are somewhere 
around 55 percent of our peers,” 
said Hawkins. 

“In order to be competitive, 

we feel that we need to be at 

about 80 percent.” 
Hawkins said we have lost 

faculty members because of this 
problem and by raising campus 

based tuition, ECU is taking the 

necessary steps to prevent any 
other faculty departures thereby 

maintaining a higher quality 
of education for the students 

of ECU, 
Last year, ECU increased 

campus based tuition by $225 

This allowed ECU to address 

some of the problems with 
our faculty salaries and to set 

up a professional advising center 

on campus 

Hawkins said the advis- 

ing center was created because 
students indicated to ECU this 

would be an asset to campus and 
so far the center has received 

a lot of positive feedback from 
the students 

lhe increase in student fees 

was approved by the SGA and is 
going to affect a wide variety of 

campus institutions 

Of the 15 schools in the UNC 

system, ECU has the 10th highest 
total of required fees. 

The largest portion of the 

money will go toward the 
athletics department, which will 

be receiving $50 of the $134.50 
per student increase. 

Another sizable amount will 
go toward the renovation of 

Mendenhall Student Center with 
$36 per student fee in hopes of 

turning the aging building into 

a first class facifity. 
Educational technology 

needs will account for another 

$20 per fee in order to provide 
ECU with the latest technology 

such as the Pirdtemail e-mail 

system, Microsoft in the labs and 

see TUITION page A2 
  

ous people within these industries. 

whose jobs leave giving them no 

idea what they are supposed to do. 
He said he worked for a better 

trade policy which helped this 

issue, in addition to the recent 
passed tobacco buyout. 

“We were proud to do that 
and it was something the farmers 

deserved,” Edwards said. 

Edwards said he was proud to 
represent North Carolina ideas 
on the U. S. Senate. 

“Twas also proud to be able to 

take the values that all of us grew 

up with to the nation because | 
think North Carolina has some- 
thing to say in the national 
debate,” Edwards said. 

An issue universities through- 
out North Carolina are facing 

today are tuition increases. 

Edwards said tuition increases 

contribute to the hundreds of thou- 

sands of young people in the United 
States who cannot afford college. On 

top of that, it exasorbates the prob- 

lem that college students already 
have, which is they are working part 
time, borrowing money and wor- 
tied about whether they are going 
to have a job when they get out of 

college. He said this should not be 
the future that 18-22 year olds are 
faced with and he thinks there are 

a lot of things that can be done. 

The starting place is within 
the national government. 

“We have state budgets that 

have been [in] difficulty for years 
now. Some of them have been in 
the worst difficulty since the last SO 
years, that increases the pressures 
to raise tuition because there is no 

see EDWARDS page A3 

ECU students hunt for 
submarine ‘Alligator’ 
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Students with the maritime studies program searched for lost 
Civil War Union submarine, the Alligator. 

ECU students 
funded by NOAA 

SUMMER MARTIN 

STAFF WRITER 

ECU students in the maritime 

studies program have recently 
completed a search for a sunken 
U. S. submarine, the Alligator, 

which was lost around the time 

of the Civil War. 
The Alligator, a green 47- 

foot submarine, was given the 

name Alligator because it resembled 

analligator when it was submerged. 

There were a total of six stu- 
dents working on the project, 

which searched for the subma- 
rine between Cape Hatteras and 

Cape Lookout. 
The goals of the search were 

to find the sunken submarine 

and learn new material that could 

be used in classrooms. While 

they were unable to locate the 

Alligator, they did learn material 

from the project. 
“We were asked by National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration to do this proj- 

ect because the maritime studies 
program has completed several 

important underwater archaeol- 

ogy projects and we have excel- 

lent students,” said Tim Runyan, 

director of ECU's program in 

maritime studies. 

The researchers searched for 

the Alligator in the “Graveyard of 

the Atlantic” off North Carolina’s 
Outer Banks. The area between 

Opinion: A4 | Living: B1 

Cape Hatteras and Cape Lookout 
was chosen for the search because 

the last sighting of the Alliga- 

tor was south of Cape Hatteras, 

making this a likely place to start 
based on historic records. The 

research team searched for eight 
days on a Navy vessel moving at 

3 or 4 mph. 

Michael Overfield, an NOAA 

employee and MA Maritime 

Studies degree holder, was the 

chief scientist on the project. In 

addition to directing all aspects 
of the project, he reserved time 
to instruct students on the opera- 

tion and use of equipment. 

These organizations also 
supplied the researchers with a 

YP-679 research vessel, known 

as the Afloat Lab. The vessel was 

108 feet long, and carried several 

technologically advanced instru- 
ments, such as a side scan sonar, a 

Geometric G-880 cesium magne- 

tometer and a Nova Ray remotely 
operated vehicle. 

The side scan sonar 

is used to search for ship- 
wrecks by creating pictures of 

the ocean floor with sound. 

The magnetometer located 

high concentrations of iron, signal- 

ing where a ship or part of it could 
lay. This tool showed two places 
in the search area where there 
were possibly wrecked ships. One 

location turned out to be a barge 

and the other was not identified. 
The researchers found out 

what was on the seabedby using 
the remotely operated vehicle. 
This allowed them to watch 

see ALLIGATOR page A3 
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Students can take ECU 
courses through the Internet. 

ECU leads 
State in 

distance 
education 
Students come from 
almost every county 

CHRIS MUNIER 

STAFF WRITER 

ECU’s Distance Education 
program has been described 
as one of the best in the state. 
People who are interested in 
becoming students but are unable 
to commit to campus classes are 
offered more than 40 degrees and 

certificate programs that can be 
obtained via the Internet. 

John Connelly, senior associ- 

ate director of distance education, 
said ECU has offered distance 
education since 1947, but at that 

time all it meant was deploying 
professors to other counties. 

Since the 1990s, distance edu- 

cation has become more popular 

given the advent of computer and 
Internet technology. In terms of 

semester hours, there were about 

6,900 semester hours worth of dis- 

tance education classes being taken 
in 1995, That number has grown. 
to approximately 50,000 semes- 

ter hours offered this past year 
What sets ECU apart from 

other institutions is the plethora 

of degrees and certificates being 
offered to students. According to 

ECU’s Web site, there are 10 bach- 

elor’s degrees offered, includ- 
ing a’B.S. in communication 

and industrial technology. E 
makes its mark with its 27 mas- 

ter's degree programs. An M.S. 

in criminal justice, an M.B.A. in 

business administration and an 

M.A.Ed in special education are 

among the post-graduate degrees 

offered. There are also several 

graduate certificates, four post- 
master’s certificates available and 
four other online programs under 
development. 

“We have more to offer 

because our faculty has stepped 
up to the plate and put these 

programs on,” said Carolyn K. 
Dunn, coordinator of marketing 

and summer study abroad 
Connelly and Dunn gave 

very positive reviews of the fac- 

ulty in the distance education 

program. 
Connelly said the faculty 

has really driven the engine of 

distance education. 
“We've tried to create an 

atmosphere and a set of sup- 
port systems for faculty and the 
administration ... to make it both 

attractive and easy for faculty 
members to deliver their pro- 

grams online,” said Connelly. 
Connelly said the degrees are 

no less rigorous than a degree 
obtained through campus Classes 

Dunn said the program is open to 
anyone but its focus is facilitating 

the needs of students who have 

full time jobs or children that 
otherwise would not be able to 

make it to ECU to attend classes. 
Someone using online technol- 

ogy could get an entire degree 
over the Internet. 

Another contributor to the 

success of distance education is 

the North Carolina legislature 

Connelly said they had the fore- 

sight to make this happen and it 

has been great for ECU 

Distance education is also a 

good option for transfer students 
coming to ECU. Especially for 

community college transfers, dis- 

tance education gives the oppor- 

tunity for a college education to 
students who have a difficult 

time moving to Greenville 

“We have students from 

almost every community col- 
lege in North Carolina,” Con- 
nelly said 

This writer can be contacted at 
news@theeastcarolinian.com. 

Sports: B4  
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Campus News 
Worldfest 

The SU Cultural Awareness 

Committee, International Student 

Association, Office of International 

Student Affairs and the Ledonia 

Wright Cultural Center are 

sponsoring Worldfest Dec. 2 in the 

Multipurpose Room of Mendenhall 

Student Center from 5 p.m.- 7 p.m. 

Worldfest is a free, multicultural 
holiday celebration. Holiday 

refreshments will be served 

while you learn about Kwanzaa. 

Chanukah, Diwali and more 

Holiday Lighting 

Come to Farmville to enjoy music 

and food and to get your picture 

taken with Santa. The Farmville 

Development Partnership will host 

the event in downtown Farmville 

Dec. 2 at 6 p.m. Call 753-4670 for 

more information. 

Brody Holiday Celebration 

The Academic Support and 

Enrichment Center at the Brody 

School of Medicine is hosting a 

multicultural holiday presentation 

called “Holiday Celebrations 

from Around the World” Dec 

2 to enlighten students as well 

as faculty and staff of different 

celebrations during the holiday 

season. Tables will be set up 

in the dining area, 2W-40, with 

special displays and lunch from 

12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. For more 

information, contact Virginia Hardy 

or Verna Perry at 744-2500. 

Holiday Exhibition 

The Holiday exhibition and sale in 

Gray Gallery at Jenkins Fine Arts 

Center will take place from Dec. 2 

- 4. Items for sale include jewelry, 

scarves, sculptures, paintings, 

prints and ceramics and all 

proceeds benefit the art guilds 
and artists of the school of art 

and design. The gallery will open 

at 9 a.m. and will close at 8 p.m, 

except for Dec. 4 when it closes 

at 2 p.m. For more information, 

contact Gil Leebrick, gallery 

director, at 328-6336 

Business After Hours 
Join Greenville-Pitt County 

Chamber of Commerce and 
other members for an evening 

networking with other business 

professionals in marketing, building 

and becoming more involved in 
the community Dec. 2. The event 

is sponsored by the college of 

fine arts and communication 
and Bank of America and will 

be held at Jenkins Fine Arts 

Center from 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 

p.m. For details, call 752-4101 

NCHSAA Eastern Region 

Football Championship 

The NC High School Athletic 

Association will be holding this 

event Dec. 3 at Dowdy-Fickien 

Stadium. Call 919-962-2345 for 

more information 

Professor Concert 
The school of music will host the 

Distinguished Professor Concert 

in AJ. Fletcher Recital Hall at 8 p.m. 

Dec. 3. For further details, contact 
328-4788 or 1-800-ECU-ARTS. 

Christmas Parade 
The annual Greenville Christmas 

Parade will be downtown Dec. 4 

Turtle island Holiday Concert 

Part of the S. Rudolph Alexander 

Performing Arts Series, this 

concert will take place Dec. 4 at 

8 p.m. in the Wright Auditorium 

The concert is with the Greenville 

Choral Society and features music 

appealing to the many holidays of 

winter. For more information, call 

328-6851 or 1-800-ECU-ARTS 

Chemistry Tutors 

Ace your chemistry final. The 

Chemistry Club is offering 
chemistry tutoring for $15 - $20 
per hour. Old final exams and 

notes are available. Prices are 

$10 for an exam packet and $15 
for notes. Email chemclub@ mail 

ecu.edu for more information 

Festival of Trees 
The Family Support Network of 

eastern North Carolina is hosting 

the Ninth Annual Festival of Trees 
from Dec. 1 - Dec. 23 at the 
Greenville Convention Center 

View an array of beautiful trees 

decorated by businesses and 

individuals. Bring your children for 

Bedtimes with Santa and pictures 

Dec. 2 and Dec. 4 from 6 p.m.-7 

p.m. There will also be a preview 

party Dec. 3 with a live silent 

auction from 6 p.m. - 10 p.m. The 

cost for the preview party is $20 

per person or $35 per couple. Call 

328-4494 for more information. 

  

News Briefs 
Local 

Blackbeard’s recovery 

gets $245,000 in grants 
MOREHEAD CITY, NC - Researchers 
trying to recover artifacts from the 

wreckage of a vessel believed to be 

the flagship of the pirate Blackbeard 
have won grants worth $245,000 

to pay for their work, state officials 

announced Tuesday. 

The Golden Leaf Foundation has 

awarded the Queen Anne's Revenge 

Shipwreck Project $145,000 to save 

fragile items or those that could be 

threatened because of storms and to 

conduct research in new areas. 

The state Legislature gave the project 

$100,000 to pay for conservation of 
the artifacts at an ECU laboratory. 

The grants came just before a two- 

year grant from Save America's 

Treasures expires in December. 

The money will pay for preparation 

of a detailed plan for recovery and 

artifact handling in the field and in 
the conservation lab. 

“We anticipate starting an expedition 

for major recovery in early summer to 

further explore the site and recover 

tens of thousands of artifacts,” said 
project director Mark Wilde-Ramsing. 

“After that, staff will begin 
intensive work in the lab cataloging, 

sorting, processing and/or storing 

recovered materials.” 
The shipwreck was discovered in 

1997 and items recovered from 
it have been displayed at the NC 

Maritime Museum in Beaufort and 

been part of a traveling museum tour. 

neighbor told him the house was 
on fire. After walking outside to see 
where the smoke was coming from, 
he went back inside to save his pets, 

he said. 
“The next thing | knew, Ithe police] 
grabbed me,” Godwin said. 

“They weren't going to let me go back 
and save my dogs.” 

Burlington police Officer D.D. Poston 
said officers and firefighters arrived 
at the home about 11 a.m. Tuesday 

when Godwin was still inside. 
After trying to talk him out of the 
house, Poston said the officers had 
to restrain Godwin and carry him 
across the street. 

Poston said Godwin tried to get back 
into the home, fighting with officers 
and threatening them. Poston said 
they had to handcuff Godwin to keep 

him from going back into the house 
and harming himself or others 

Godwin was charged with resisting 
a public officer. 

A neighbor, Jennifer Daye, said the 
officers used excessive force when 

they dragged Godwin out of the home. 

“That's not right,” Daye said. ‘They 

dragged that man out of the home. 

He didn't want his animals caught in 

the house.” 

Godwin’s pets, two dogs and 

numerous Cats, were found and 

taken to the county animal shelter. 

Burlington Fire Chief Jay Smith said 

the animals, which were unharmed in 

the fire, would remain at the shelter 

until Godwin comes to claim them 

The Queen Anne's Revenge National 
Shipwreck Project is administered 

by the Office of Archives and Lynndie England 

prepares for court martial 
FORT BRAGG, NC - Pfc. Lynndie 
England was back in a military 

court Wednesday to prepare for her 
court-martial on charges she abused 

prisoners at Iraq's Abu Ghraib prison 
The Army Reservist from Fort Ashby, 

W\4., is scheduled for trial Jan. 18 on 
charges of abuse and of committing 

indecent acts. She gave birth to a 
son Oct. 10, and attorneys have said 

History in the NC Department of 

Cultural Resources. 

Police charge man who 

tried to save pet from fire 
BURLINGTON, NC - A Burlington man 

who struggled with police to try to 

save his pets from his burning home 

was charged with resisting arrest 

Johnny Godwin, 60, said he was 
inside the home he rented when a 

the father is Spc. Charles Graner 
Jr, portrayed in testimony as the 
ringleader in the abuse. 

The hearing before Col. Stephen 

Henley, a staff judge at Fort Bragg, is 
on pretrial motions and the proceeding 

began with Henley questioning 
attorneys on procedural issues. 

England, 21, was one of seven 
members of the Maryland-based 

372nd Military Police Company 
charged with humiliating and 

assaulting prisoners at the prison 

near Baghdad. She became a focal 

point of the scandal after photos 

surfaced showing her smiling and 

posing with nude prisoners stacked 
in a pyramid, pointing and flashing a 

thumb's up, and holding a detainee 

on a leash. 

Defense attorneys maintained 

that England was being used as a 

scapegoat for a military run amok. 

Graner is scheduled for triat in 

January at Fort Hood, Texas. Three 
co-defendants have pleaded guilty 

and received sentences ranging from 

reduction in rank to eight years in 

prison. England faces up to 38 years 
in prison if convicted. 

PETA says lowa kosher 
slaughterhouse abusing animals 
DES MOINES, lowa - An animal 
rights group has captured videotape 
that it says shows cattle at a kosher 

slaughterhouse enduring an 
“absolutely outrageous’ level of cruelty. 

PETA claims the video, posted on its 
Web site Tuesday afternoon, shows 
repeated acts of animal cruelty at 

AgriProcessors Inc. in northeastern 

lowa. The organization filed a 
complaint with the U.S. Department 

of Agriculture on Monday that alleged 

improper slaughtering practices. 

“They're ripping the tracheas and 

esophagi out of fully conscious 
animals, dumping them out of pens 

into pools of their own blood. The 

animals stand and bellow and attempt 

to escape for up to three and even 
four minutes in some cases,” Bruce 
Friedrich, a spokesman for People for 
the Ethical Treatment of Animals, said 
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antivirus software. It will also 

provide funding for programs 
that need updated labs such as 
construction management and 

Industrial Technology 

The SGA also approved 
another $23 increase in student 
transit fees that will go toward 

replacing buses on a normal 

but if it makes our school more 
prestigious, it’s a good thing,” 
said George Ansell, sophomore 
undecided major. 

‘We're trying to compete 
with other schools in the state.” 

Reonda Washington took a 
different perspective and said 
she disagreed with the logic that 

schedule and maintaining raising tuition is the only way 
programs such as safe ride and to maintain a high quality of 
campus shuttles education on campus. 

ECU students had mixed “There are universities that are 
reactions to the increases not raising tuition and still have 

‘It’s coming out of my pocket, | good programs,” said Washington. 

Campus Reps! 

Spring Breakers!    
   

  

Earn SS or Discounts 
Ml the HOT desnauons! 

y-Lais \ S! Puerto Vallarta! 

of student Travel 
TWO FREE nip! 

4d -866-SPRINGBREAK 

www.usaspringbreak.com 

© Two bedroom 

  

cable included. 

      
Retro and Vintage Clothing 

Handmade Silver 

Jewelry & More 

AVAILABLE DECEMBER 2004 

NEWLY REBUILT FROM THE GROUND UP! 

CYPRESS GARDENS 
¢ One bedroom *430.00 per month 

$510.00 per month 
¢ Security Deposit special of $300.00 
* Stove, refrigerator, dishwasher, washer/dryer 

connections, ceiling fans, water, sewer & basic 

¢ Located close to ECU on East Tenth Street 

For more information contact 

WAINRIGHT PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
756-6209 

WWW.WAINRIGHTPROPERTIES.COM 
Prices based on a one year contract 

Stephanie Kates, senior 
hospitality management major, 
said the tuition increase might 
not be necessary. 

“Our programs are already 
getting better. I think they should 
wait and see if this continues,” 
said Kates. 

Kates said the increases would 
not have a large impact on her 
and she would not have trouble 
making the additional payments. 

This writer can be contacted at 
news@theeastcarolinian.com. 
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801 Dickinson Ave. 

Uptown Greenville 

752-1750 

  

OAKMONT SQUARE 
APARTMENTS 

2 Red Banks Rd. 

SPRING 
BREAK 
BAHAMAS 
CRUISE 
$279! 

5 Days, Me 

    
   

  

       
¢ 2 Bedrooms, 1% Bath 
¢ Central Heat & Air     jes, Taxes 

  

        
      

Party With Rea Celebrities! Free Water Services 
Cancun $459 * Onsite Management 

Jamaica $499, Florida $159 * Onsite Maintenance 
Ethics Award Winning Company * No Pets     

lwww.SpringBreakTravel.com 

1-800-678-6386 

    

  
  

NOW LEASING 

  

* Fully Carpeted 
* Mini Blinds 
* Recreation Area 
* Basketball Court 
* Laundry Facility & Pool 
* Private Patio   

  

     
   

    

    

      
     

late Tuesday. 

Rabbi Chaim Kohn, the plant’s 

supervising rabbi, told The New York 

Times in Wednesday's editions that 

the tapes were “testimony that this is 

being done right.” In kosher slaughter, 

the animals’ throats are sliced with a 

razor-sharp blade, intended to cause 

instant and painless death. Jewish 

law forbids stunning them first 

Federal law considers 

properly conducted religious 

slaughter as humane, and allows 

Jewish and Muslim slaughterhouses 

to forgo stunning. The rules 

outlaw leaving animals killed that 

way conscious for an extended 

period of time. 

World 

No-confidence 
against Ukrainian government 

KIEV, Ukraine - Ukraine's parliament 

brought down the government of 

Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych with 

ano-confidence motion Wednesday 

in a show of the opposition's strength 

The outgoing president called for an 

entirely new presidential election 

to be held to resolve the country’s 

spiraling political crisis 

Yanukovych and his opposition rival 

Viktor Yushchenko sat down for 

talks Wednesday in the presence of 

European mediators and outgoing 

President Leonid Kuchma. Tens of 

thousands of opposition supporters 

have been demonstrating in the streets 

for days, saying the vote was fraudulent 

and that Yushchenko was the winner. 

In what appeared to be an attempt to 

seize the political initiative back from 

the opposition, Yanukovych appealed 

to the Supreme Court to declare 

part of the results of this month’s 

presidential run-off vote invalid, the 

justices said. 

Yanukovych’s appeal focuses on 

alleged violations in western Ukraine, 

where Yushchenko draws most of his 

support. It was not clear if the court 

would agree to hear the appeal 

The court is already hearing an 

appeal by Yushchenko against the 

results, which declared Yanukovych 

the winner of the Nov. 21 runoff. 

Yushchenko claims he was robbed of 

victory, and his court case focuses on 

alleged violations in pro-Yanukovych 

eastern Ukraine. 

French appeals 

court reduces premier’s 

sentence 

VERSAILLES, France - A French 

appeals court on Wednesday 

reduced the sentence for former Prime 

Minister Alain Juppe in a party 

financing scandal, opening the door for 

his possible return to national politics 

The court in Versailles sentenced 

Juppe to a 14-month suspended 

prison sentence, down from 

the original 18 months, and 

barred him from elected office 

for just one year, instead of the 

10-year ban handed down in January 

in his first trial 

The shorter ban could in theory 

allow Juppe to stand for office again 

in 2007, when presidential and 

legislative elections are scheduled. 

Nevertheless, the ban means Juppe 

will have to give up his remaining post 

as mayor of the southwestern town 

of Bordeaux. 

One of his attorneys, Francis Szpiner, 

said Juppe would not appeal the 

revised sentence. The prosecutor 

had asked that Juppe get a two- 

year ban from elected office 

Juppe, accompanied by his wife, 

Isabelle, hustled into a waiting car and 

didnotspeaktoreporters afterthe ruling 

Juppe has gradually withdrawn from 

the political scene, giving up his 

parliamentary seat and his leadership 

of President Jacques Chirac's party, 

since his first conviction in January. It 

was not clear whether the 59-year-old 

envisages a return to politics once his 

ban on office is over. 

Before his January conviction, 

Juppe was widely viewed as Chirac's 

favorite to succeed him as president. 

Juppe served as Chirac’s first prime 
minister in 1995-1997 and the French 

leader famously once praised his ally 

as “the best among us’ 

Amanda Geiger never saw the drunk driver. 

Friends Don't Let Friends Drive Drunk. 
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Don’t wait in line. 
Reserve your textbooks at the 

Dowdy Student Store. 

SECU Ronald E. Dowd: 

Student Stores 
Where Your Dollars Support Scholars! 

Wright Building * www.studentstores.ecu.edu 
252.328.6731 © 1.877.499.TEXT 

  

   

   
            

   It’s as easy as 1-2-3! 

1. Stop by the Student Store 
and pick up a textbook 

reservation form 

2. Return completed form by 

December 23 

We'll get your schedule, pull 

your books, box them up and 

charge them to your credit 
card, scholarship or financial 
aid deferment account 

3. All you need to do is 
pick them up! 

      
     

     

     

    

      

      

  

     

  

    

  

    

Look in your tuition statement for a $5.00 
OFF coupon to include with your form 
Valid ECU 1 Card or driver's license must be 

shown in order to pick up books. Check 

store web site for pick-up dates and loca- 

tions. No-hassle, regular spring semester 
textbook refund and exchange policies 
apply when you save your receipt   
  

Greenville’s 
Premiere Surf 
& Skate Shop 

\ Bring in this coupon for 

120% OFF 
clothing item 

one coupon per person, per visit. Good through 12-5-04. 

  

Fusion Skate Park/Pro Shop 
504 West 10th Street 

(252) 758-0003. 

urf & Skate Shop | BOTH LOCATIONS! 
feta allale|celam=ihier 

(252) 321-4884 To better serve   
*Cozy 1 & 2 Bdrm/1 Bath Units 
*Free Water and Sewer 

*Central Heat & Air in 2 Bedrooms 

*Wall A/C & Baseboard Heat in 1 Bdrm 

*Washer/Dryer Connections 

*1st Floor Patio with Fence 

*2nd Floor Front or Back Balcony 

*Pets Allowed with Fee 

*Energy Efficient 

*On ECU Bus Route 

*Spacious 2 Bdrm/1 Bath Units 

*Free Water and Sewer 

*Central Heat & Air 

*Washer/Dryer Connections" 

*Dishwasher* 

*Ceiling Fan 

*Each Unit has Patio or Balcony 

Pets Allowed with Fee 

*Energy Efficient 

*in some units 

PO Box 873 © 108 Brownlea Drive Suite A * Greenville, NC 27835-0873 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-Spm ¢ fax (252) 757-7722 

phone (252) 758-1921 Ext. 60 

anagement 

Apartments & Rental Houses 

«+ Hoperty | ~ 

CAROLINIAN + NEWS PAGE A3 

  

  

Edwards greets an ECU student during his stop in Greenville. 

other way to deal with ... faculty 
salary increases that are necessary 
to keep good people,” Edwards said. 

“This is something the 

national government can do 
something about.” 

Edwards said he proposed in 
the presidential primaries that 
the federal government spend 

a significant amount of money 

providing direct help to states to 

make sure that they do not have 

to raise college tuition. 

There are already so many 

young people who feel stressed 
about paying for college and the 
last thing needed is to make it 

even harder for those people. 
Edwards said one of the 

great things he learned in the 

campaign was that there are 
people all over the United States 
who work to make America 

what it is today who are just like 
North Carolinians. They want 
to believe that after they go to 

work every day and they do the 
right thing, that tomorrow is 

  

going to be better than today 

and for their children and their 

grandchildren. 

“In many places that dream 

has been replaced with just 

trying to get by. People whose 

incomes are going down while at 

the same time the costs of every- 

thing is going up,” Edwards said. 

“Tam proud to have served on 

a ticket with a man who I believe 

is a great American, a great human 

being and would have made 

a great president, John Kerry.” 

Edwards said he is commonly 

asked if he is going to run again 

for U. S. Senate. His main con- 

cern is with his family as his 

wife Elizabeth has recently been 
diagnosed with breast cancer. 

Elizabeth chose to go public 
with her disease even after John 

encouraged her to not to because 

of their massive exposure to the 

public eye within the past several 

months. Elizabeth wanted to go 

public in an attempt to draw 

other women to become tested. 

  

This writer can be contacted at 
news@theeastcarolinian.com. 

  

Alligator from page At 

images on a television screen 
recorded by a camera on the ROV. 

However, the researchers never 

found the Alligator. 
“The ocean is a huge place 

to find an object as small as 

the Alligator,” Runyan said 
While on the project, stu- 

dents learned how to use the 

different types of equipment 
required for underwater search. 

The six students who worked 

on this project received funding 

from several organizations, but 

mainly by the NOAA, the Office 

of Naval Research and ECU. 

After the students collected 
all of the data on the search, it 
was processed at Eller House, the 
home of ECU’s maritime stud- 

ies program. The students put 

together a presentation which 
exhibits the information they 

learned from the field study. 
The students then presented 

their work to NOAA and ONR 
at a symposium in Norfolk, Va. 

The presentation included pic- 

tures of the students working 

on the boat and with the dif- 

ferent tools, information on 
what the search found and did 

not find and the data gathered 

about the other projects in which 

ECU students were participating. 
More information has 

emerged concerning the Alliga- 
tor, including the blueprints 
discovered in Paris, which have 
given more information about 

the Alligator’s design and size. 
The Alligator was a submers- 

ible warship that would allow 
divers to plant explosives under 

enemy ships. It was designed by 
the French inventor, Brutus De Vil- 

leroi and was built in Philadelphia 
during late 1891 and early 1892. 

The purpose of building this 

weapon was to counter the Con- 

federate ironclad, Virginia and 

other vessels. The first mission 

of the Alligator was to destroy 

an important bridge to the Con- 
federates, which went across the 
Appomattox River. The subma- 
rine was also used to clear a path 

through the James River. 
The Alligator was assigned to 

help the Union take control of 
Charleston, SC. 

The submarine was being 

towed by the USS Sumpter when 
a fierce storm caused the crew of 
the USS Sumpter to release the 

Alligator. The submarine became 

officially lost at sea by this storm 
on April 2, 1863. 

  

The Alligator was forgotten and 
some people think that the USS 

Holland was the first U.S. Navy 

submarine. This conclusion led 

Rear Adm. Jay Cohen, the chief of 

naval research, to seek more infor- 
mation on the submarine, but there 
is little known about it. NOAA and 
other organizations have funded 
this project to discover as much 

information as possible about 

the submarine and possibly find 
it off the North Carolina coast. 

The students enjoyed the 
opportunity to work on the proj- 

ect for various reasons. 
“T liked working on this proj- 

ect because I was able to learn 
how to use the equipment,” said 

Melissa Madrigal, candidate in 
ECU's Coastal Resources Man- 
agement program. 

“| thought working on the 
project was pretty neat because 

this was my first actual field 
study and the first time I’ve ever 
had to do an underwater project,” 

said Valerie Grussing, student in 

ECU's Coastal Resources Man- 
agement program. 

This writer can be contacted at 
news@theeastcarolinian.com. 

ECU to build new residence hall 
First new hall since 

1969 

MICHAEL HARRINGTON 

STAFF WRITER 

ECU is set to begin construc- 

tion on a new residence hall that 

would offer students modernized 
suites which would allow more 

privacy for residents on College 

Hill between Tyler Residence 

Hall and Todd Dining Hall. 

The new suites will have two 
bedrooms and bathrooms, aliving 

room with a kitchenette, central 

air and will house only four stu- 

dents instead of eight like the 
older suite-style halls on campus. 

Construction of the first new 

hall on ECU’s campus since 1969 

should be underway before the 
end of the semester and is sched- 

uled to be completed in 2006. 

The project has an estimated 

cost of $27 million, which will be 

generated through bond revenue. 

Aaron Lucier, associate 

director of Campus Living, said 

the design of the new hall was 

heavily influenced by the desire 

to keep more upperclassmen on 
campus through offering them 

more privacy and personal space. 
“After freshman year, a lot of 

peoplewantmorespace,” said Lucier. 
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“think thenew hallis going to 
be very comfortable for students.” 

Lucier said Campus Living 

would more than likely retain 
its current system where return- 

ing students are given their first 

choice of halls. 
Todd Johnston, director for 

University Housing and Dining 

Services, said campus housing 
has a desire to recruit more 
upperclassmen to residence halls 
because of the academic benefits. 

“There is research that shows 
on the average, students who 

stay on campus outperform 

students who stay off campus,” 
said Johnston. 

“Some studies have shown a 

full point higher on average GPA 

for on-campus students.” 

The site of the new hall is cur- 

rently a parking lot that caters to 

residents of Tyler Hall. Campus offi- 
cials have taken the necessary steps 

to ensure there will still be suffi- 
cient parking for students once the 

new residence hall is constructed. 
Lucier said ECU has pur- 

chased lots on 14th Street in the 

area of College Hill and has con- 

verted them into parking areas. 

They also turned the basketball 

courts outside of Belk Residence 

Hall into parking spaces. 
“We feel these steps will ade- 

quately cover parking,” Lucier said. 

   Mon 

Both Johnston and Lucier 

hope the location of the new 
building will help keep .upper- 
classmen on campus. 

“It’s an awesome location, 

right next to Todd Dining Hall, 

right here on the hill,” Lucier said. 

“It gives them all the benefits 
of an apartment and they don’t 
have to worry about parking for 
class,” Johnston said. 

“We think it’s the best of 
both worlds.” 

Gauhar Dhillon, junior biol- 

ogy major, said the location cou- 
pled with the amenities would 
probably be enough to convince 
her to stay on campus. 

“| would rather live there 
than an apartment because it’s 

closer to campus,” said Dhillon. 

Craig Mckeel, junior neurosci- 
ence major, said he thinks students 
willstill opt for off-campus housing. 

“I think students will still 
move out to apartments, it’s almost 

a traditional thing,” said Mckeel. 

Mckeel said that in the long 
run, modernized residence halls 

might keep more students in 

campus housing. 
“In time, it might make a 

difference. It is nice to be close 
to campus,” Mckeel said. 

This writer can be contacted at 
news@theeastcarolinian.com 
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Our View 

CHEERS 

The United States is expanding security 

for the upcoming January national elec- 

tions in Iraq. 

JEERS 

The expansion will be achieved by send- 

ing about 1,500 troops from the 82nd Air- 

borne Division in Fort Bragg, NC - a base 

that holds many loved ones of people on 

ECU's campus. 

CHEERS 

Cereality Cereal Bar & Café, a restaurant 

serving 30 varieties of over the counter 

cereal along with 36 different toppings, 

opened its doors to the University of Penn- 

sylvania campus Wednesday. 

JEERS 

A bowl of Fruit Loops mixed with Cap'n 

Crunch and topped with Pop Rocks is 

sure to drive dental bills straight through 

the roof. 

CHEERS 

In an interview with the Associated Press, 

Tom Brokaw admits that although he is 

retiring after 23 years as an anchor on 

“NBC Nightly News,” he would return if a 

big story breaks and NBC needed him. 

JEERS 

With Brokaw signing off Wednesday night 

and CBS’ Dan Rather signing off in March 

2005, what broadcast journalists will be 

able to fill their shoes? 

CHEERS 

The film Finding Neverland was named 

best film of 2004 by the National Board of 

Review this week. The award is the first 

of many that critics look at to predict who 

will win best picture at this years Academy 

Awards. 

JEERS 

According to the Associated Press, “the 

organization doesn't always jibe with the 

eventual Academy Award winner. In recent 

years, the National Board has chosen 

Mystic River, The Hours, Moulin Rouge 

and Quills, none of which won the best- 

picture Oscar. 
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Opinion Columnist 

Reality shows permeate television 
How far can it go? 

PETER KALAJIAN 
STAFF WRITER 

Like most Americans, I watch far 
too much television. I enjoy nothing 
more than plopping myself down in 
the horribly uncomfortable chair which 
serves as my living room center of oper- 
ations and shutting off all processes of 
thought which could interrupt the HBO 
bliss I have so looked forward to. 

Knowing within myself that there 
are usually much more important 
and productive things that I could 
be expending my time on, to allevi- 
ate some of the guilt of television I 
try and confine my viewing to shows 
with some level of educational value. 
The History Channel, Discovery, and 

the Animal Channel are my usual first 
stops when perusing the vast universe 

that is digital cable. But the last few 
years have witnessed an explosion of 
the newest form of television entertain- 
ment - the reality show. 

While its roots can be traced back 
several decades to the original televi- 
sion quiz shows of the 1950s, reality 
television made its grand cultural 
entrance with the introduction of a 
little program called “The Real World.” 
Viewers were enticed to watch every 
week with the promise, “The true story 
of seven people chosen to live together 
in a house. Watch what happens when 
people stop being polite and start 
getting real.” Since the early 1990s, 
when “The Real World” first began 
changing the medium, there has been 
an unprecedented surge in the prolif- 
eration and popularity of the reality 
show concept, and within a few years, 

the well of good, thoughtful ideas on 
which to base television shows had all 
but dried up. 

As more and more reality shows 
began appearing, their quality and 
cleverness rapidly declined. Immensely 
popular and some would say more valid 
show ideas like “Survivor” and “The 
Real World” (which is still on the air but 
by most accounts has lost some of that 
new show smell which people initially 
loved so much) were replaced in the 
late 1990s with high-minded concepts 
like “Who Wants to Marry My Dad?” 

r 
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and “The Swan.” 
Of the dozens of reality television 

programs that have come and gone 
over the last‘decade, perhaps none is as 
tactless and alarming as “The Swan.” If 
you have never heard of this show, its 

where ugly or otherwise aesthetically 
challenged individuals choose to have 
extensive reconstructive plastic surgery 
to improve their looks, then are judged 
alongside the other contestants to see 
who’s procedure has produced the best 
results in a beauty pageant format. Just 
another cultural driver that makes 
people ashamed of the way they look 
and encourages them to strive for the 

most artificial and physically violating 
solution they can find. 

The recent proliferation of every 
imaginable premise for the reality show 
foundation has made me think about 
just how far reality TV can go before 
there is a massive public backlash - the 
likes of which we have not witnessed 
since the death of disco. 

Every time I flip past a new reality 
show, or an advertisement for a new 

reality show, one thought perme- 
ates my mind, and has since | first 

started watching “The Real World” a 
decade ago. In the early 1980s, Arnold 
Schwarzenegger stared in a film called 

The Running Man. The premise went 
something like this: Sometime in 
the near future, persons convicted of 
serious crimes by the state are forced 
to participate in a game, called “The 
Running Man.” They are confined to 
a small section of a dilapidated city 
and given a goal to reach and a certain 
timeframe with which to reach it. 
Along the way, however, they are met 

    

   

  

by multiple antagonists who look like 
a cross between that character from 
Mad Max with the leather domina- 
tion mask and an American Gladiator 
(Turbo maybe). These antagonists, very 
simply, aim to kill and mutilate the 
contestants before they can reach their 
goal. There is only one little catch - the 
whole ordeal is videotaped and broad- 
cast as the most popular game show in 
America. Naturally, Schwarzenegger 
ends up being the rogue contestant 
with some survival skills and ends up 
killing his pursuers and proving to the 
home audience just how barbaric their 
hunger for entertainment really is. 

Now, this comparison may seem 
somewhat farfetched, but think about 
it. A majority of Americans believe 
in the death penalty, and good luck 
finding someone not interested in 
entertaining television programming, 
so is it such a leap? The federal govern- 
ment already sanctions the execution 
of convicted murderers (the moral 
distinctions between lethal injection 
and public beheadings are still lost on 
me - killing is killing) and television 

is probably the single most popular 
form of mass entertainment in this 
country, so are we really that far away 
from a scenario like that conveyed in 
Schwarzenegger’s film? Certainly, it 
may not be in a year or five years, but 
eventually, is it so inconceivable that 

the American public, so hungry for new 
and entertaining television program- 
ming, would be unwilling to set aside 
the glaring moral implications of such 
a show and watch with revelry? 

Hopefully, before this scenario can 
come to fruition, the backlash against 
reality television which I mentioned 
and patiently await will be upon us. 
Reality television will become passé, 
like disco, loved and revered by a small, 
loyal demographic but widely ignored 
by the American public overall. Per- 
haps then we can inject some dignity 
and humor into television and not 
prey like vultures on the humiliation, 
degradation and open foolishness of 
our fellow citizens. 

Boycott reality television, I say, 
for someday, our avarice in the face of 
human indignity will spawn a show 
exactly like “The Running Man.” It is 
only a matter of time. 

  

In My Opinion 

Basket brawl recreates gladiator-spectator relationship 
KRT — Was the melee between NBA 

players and fans a racial brawl? 
The Nov. 19 game between the 

Indiana Pacers and the Detroit Pistons 
resulted in nine players being banned 
for more than 140 games. 

All of the players involved were 
black and most of the fans they con- 
fronted were white. 

Initially race was a silent issue. But 
as pundits of every stripe have weighed 
in on this incident, discussions of race 
have become increasingly prominent. 

The narrative that is emerging goes 
something like this: Most professional 
basketball players are poor black youths 
from urban America who are socialized 
in a culture that lacks social graces. 
They earn exorbitant salaries, live pam- 
pered lifestyles and lack the appropriate 
gratitude for their - largely unearned 
~ good fortune. 

What's more, these black athletes 

are performing for predominantly 
white fans who are affluent enough to 
afford the high cost of NBA tickets. It’s 
a tricky arrangement. 

But that developing narrative is a 
bit one-sided, and the lack of symmetry 
was evident in the players’ penalties. 
Ron Artest expressed his regret for the 
incident and complained that NBA 

Commissioner David Stern penalized 
him too severely. (Artest received a 
72-game suspension and is out for the 
rest of the season.) Stern acknowledged 
he was particularly hard on Artest. “I 
did not strike from my mind that Ron 
Artest had been suspended on previ- 
ous conditions for loss of self-control,” 
he said. 

The NBA Players Association said 
Artest’s punishment is too severe and 
has hinted it will challenge Stern’s 
sweeping authority as commissioner. 
Not only does Stern determine the 
penalties but he also has the final word 
on any appeal. 

But those organizational and logis- 
tical concerns only skirt the edges of 
the true crisis. 

The separation of gladiator and 
spectator traditionally is one of class. 
In more current times, the separation is 

more of a cultural gap with increasingly 
prominent racial overtones. 

NBA officials once doubted if 
whites would even pay to watch black 
athletes. 

The dominance of black players in 
the NBA has revolutionized the game 
and, for the most part, the difference 
has been fortuitous for league officials. 
The black players’ explosive athleticism 

and stylistic flourishes have helped 
Nielsen ratings and have increased rev- 
enue of most pro sports franchises. 

But those cultural differences 
have rougher aspects. The hip-hop 
sensibilities that shape the behavior 
of the younger NBA players certainly 
fuel exciting athletic exploits, but they 
also inspire other, less desirable team 
qualities. 

The intolerance for disrespect 
(“dissing”), the “bling-bling” ostenta- 
tion, the celebratory ego-flexing — these 
attitudes also are part of the hip-hop 
package. But fans increasingly are 
rejecting that aspect of the game. 

“League and club executives 
decided to marry the NBA to hip-hop, 
and clearly didn’t know what they 
were getting into,” wrote Washington 
Post sports columnist Michael Wilbon. 
He argues that by hyping the hip-hop 
connection, NBA officials share some 
blame for widening the gap between 
fans and players. 

It was a gamble. An emphasis on 
hip-hop sensibilities might have pro- 
vided just the spurt of profitability the 
sport needed. But if the league and its 
marketers created it, then blaming the 
players for following through is the 
ultimate dis. 

  

Pirate Rants 
Why on God’s great green 

earth do people feel the need 

to put the brown paper towels 

in the toilets? Come on people, 

grow up. 

Don’t walk on the left hand 

side of the sidewalk, run into me 

and then give me a dirty look like 

it was my fault. It doesn’t work 

that way, honey. 

Ladies and gentlemen, your 

book bags and/or purses, no 

matter how much they cost, are 

not that special that they need 

their own seat on the bus. Be con- 

siderate and move your crap and 

let someone who is standing sit 

down. Chances are you probably 

won't get cooties if someone you 

don’t know sits next to you. 

My fellow students, I am sick 

and tired of listening to those of 

you who complain constantly. 

Whether it is about your pro- 

fessors, classes or work load, it 

seems that you came to college 

for one reason - to whine. Believe 

it or not, everyone here on this 

campus has work and assign- 

ments that we do not care to do. 

This might be another surprise 

~ most of us do not care to listen 
to your constant incoherent 

remarks about your test and 

paper that are both due tomor- 
Tow. So next time you go to whine 

about your 10-page essay that is 

due tomorrow, that your profes- 

sor did not give an extension on 

because you missed the last five 

classes, just keep your mouth 

shut, do the work and give our 

ears a break! 

Why do people feel the need 
to carry a leash when they walk 
their dogs, if they are going to 
let their darn dogs run wild 
through campus and let them 
poop all over the place? Scoop it 
up please. 

Why must we come back 
from Thanksgiving break at all? 
We come back for what, all of 

three weeks? What the heck is the 
point. It’s not like I’m actually 
going to learn anything. 

Why is it that you tell men 
where and when things are, but 
they still insist on asking where 
and when things are ... duh! 

Do professors not realize that 
every semester they run out of 
time in their class? When will 
they realize that every other 
professor on campus is assigning 
one last paper also? 

Why is their always one 
person in a group project that 
will never show up? 

I think we should rename the 
Cement Mixer shot to “Garbage 
Truck,” because it tastes like s---. 

Teachers should not be able 
to give exams the week before 
finals, it just is not fair. 

If someone makes an embar- 
tassing mistake in class or work 
why do people insist on pointing 
it out to everyone and not the 
person who made the mistake? 

The hats you wear when 
you're cold are called beanies, not 
toboggans. A toboggan is a sled. 

I hate when people know 
you are trying to work on some- 
thing and yet. they keep talking 
to you. 

It'd be nice if a person told 
you they had a mental disorder 
before you started dating them. 

Elf is the funniest movie I’ve 
seen this year. Go Will Ferrell. 

Room{nates, please be cour- 
teous. Don't eat the last cheese 
puff. 

What's up with people and 
blocking their phone num- 
bers when they call you? If I 
don’t know who is calling I’m 
for sure not going to answer my 
phone. 

How can you call yourself a 
properly stocked bar at a Mexican 
Testaurant if you don’t have any 
Southern Comfort, Jose Cuervo 
or Grand Marnier? 

Editor's Note: The Pirate Rant is 
an anonymous way for students and 
staffin the ECU community to voice 
their opinions, Submissions can be 
submitted anonymously online at 
www.theeastcarolinian.com, or e- 
mailed to editor@theeastcarolinian. 
com. The editor reserves the right 
to edit’ opinions for content and 
brevity, 
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For Rent 

1/2 block to ECU, 1 bedrm., 
all appliances, call 321-4712 or 
collegeuniversityrentals.com 

3 bedroom 3 bath house 
across from baseball stadium 
available now or next semester. 
New houses with all appliances 
and washer/dryer. $1050 per 
month. Call Chip 355-0664. 

Twin Oaks Apartment for rent, 
3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 bathrooms, 

close to ECU, on ECU bus route, 
new carpet, stove, W/D hookup, 
privacy center patio, $675 per 
month, 252-916-3250 evenings. 

3 Bedrooms/ 3 Full bathrooms- 
University Terrace. Walk in closets, 
large living room, balcony, w/ 
water/sewer included. Spacious 
laundry room, close to campus and 
on the ECU bus lines. Short term (6 
month) Spring ‘05 leases available 
@ $850.00/month. Currently 
pre-leasing for Fall ‘05, Early Bird 
Special of $875.00/month. Please 
call Pinnacle Property Management 
561-RENT or 561-7679. 

Georgetowne Apartments. Pre- 
lease now for spring semester. 
Located downtown across from the 
ECU Student Rec. Center. Spacious 
2 BR, 1 1/2 bath townhouses 
Remodeled kitchen and bathrooms. 
$675. Call 757-0079 and ask 

about our pre-lease specials. 

Close to Campus, available 
now. 109 A/B, 119A Stancil Dr. 

Fully remodeled, 3 bedrooms, 
one bath, fenced backyard, 
$625.00. 122 N. Eastern, fully 
remodeled, 3 bedrooms, 1 
bath, $850.00. 252-758-9009. 

For Rent- 2 Bedroom 1 bath brick 
duplex, central air, Stancill Drive. 
Walking distance to ECU. $540/ 
month, Pets OK w/fee. Call 353-2717. 

107-A Stancill Dr. 3 BR, 1 
BA Duplex, 3 blocks to ECU. 

  

      

     
RINGGOLD 
TOWERS 
STUDENTCONDOMNIUMS 

  

CALL FOR DETAILS 
(252)752-2865 

635 Cotanche Street, No. 900 

Greenville, NC 27858 

PACKAGE HANDLERS to load vans 
f A shift hours 4 AM 

stance available after 

  

  

  

  

  
Firewtse tip: Landscaping with water- 

| retaining plants helps protect 
| your home from wildfire. Find other 

seta tips at Firewise.org. 

@e iit 
(eee   

  

  

  

Washer/dryer, all appliances, 
ceiling fans, new central heat/ 
air. $550/mth. 717-2858. 

Duplex for rent- nice, clean, 
quiet. Close to ECU, Pets OK 
with deposit, available Jan 1st, 
Call 355-3248 or 714-9099. 

1 & 2 bedroom apartments, 
walking distance to campus, W/D 
conn., pets OK no weight limit, 
free water and sewer. Call today for 
security deposit special- 758-1921. 

Wyndham Circle Duplex 
2 bedroom, 2 bath, available 
Jan 1 and June 1, $625 month, 
newly decorated, cathedral 
ceiling, nice landlord, rents 
fast so call 321-4802, No Pets. 

Pinebrook Apt. 758-4015- 1 & 2BR 
apts, dishwasher, G/D, central air 

& heat, pool, ECU bus line, high 
speed internet available, 9 or 12 
month leases. Pets allowed. Rent 
includes water, sewer, & cable. 

Three Bedroom duplex for rent 
near ECU. Available immediately. 
Rent $565- Call 752-6276. 

Beautiful House, 3BDR, 2 Bath 
one block from campus, females 
non-smoking; high speed 
wireless internet option; W/D, 
all kitchen appliances, parking, 
furnished, security system, 
no pets. Please call 347-1231 

Above BW-3. Apartment for rent. 
3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath. 2 story. 
Cathedral ceilings, tile floors, water 

& trash included. Available in 
December. Call anytime. 252-725- 
5458 or 329-8738 or 252-725-5457. 

2 BR, 2.5 BA Townhouse. Treetops 
Subdiv. Off Fire Tower Road. 
Pool and tennis courts, stove, 
built in microwave, refrigerator, 
gas logs, walk in closets, & 
washer/dryer connection. Great 
for privacy and convenience. 
$750.00 per month. Call 341-0223. 

Blocks to ECU, 2 or 3 BDRM 

  

Campus POINTE One month's rent FREE w/1 year lease 
includes water, sewer, basic cable, convenient location 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths © $990/mo. 

*High Speed Internet* 

252.355.131 

(1 each), all appliances, central 
heat/AC, call 321-4712 or 
collegeuniversityrentals.com. 

For rent- Campus Crossing: 
Beautifully renovated 2 bedroom 
apartments directly across from 
ECU w/ newly remodeled bath, 
kitchen including new appliances, 
hardwood floors & on-site laundry 
facility. Student specials for spring 
semester as low as $500.month. 
Call Brandy 355-8884 Ext. 200 

2 BR, 2 Bath duplex available 
end of December (222 B 
Wyndham Circle). January rent 
1/2 price! Call 355-6339 after 
Spm or cell 341-1726. No Pets! 

Immediately bedroom for rent in 
3 BR/2Bth duplex. Convenient 
to ECU & Pitt. Rent $238/mo., 
utilities $50/mo. Spacious 
w/ backyard and patio. Call 
327-0988 for information. 

107-A Stancill Dr. 3 BR, 1 BA Duplex, 
3 blocks to ECU. Washer/dryer, all 
appliances, ceiling fans, new central 
heat/air, $550/mth. 717-2858. 

One, Two, three and four bedroom 

houses, duplexes, and apartments. 
All within four blocks of campus. 
Pet friendly! Reasonable rates, short 
leases available. Call 830-9502. 

Walk to ECU! 4 BR, 2 Bath 
house right next to ECU football 
stadium. Includes screened in 
porch and detached garage. 
1713 Treemont Dr. Call Trudy 
Gully 355-4401. $875/mo. 

  

Roommate Wanted 

Seeking Roommate to sublease 
3BR/3BA, River Pointe Village, 
$430/mo. All inclusive. 
Available mid-Dec. Dec. and 
Jan. RENT FREE. (919)368- 
4284, elp1221@mail.ecu.edu 

Roommate to share 2 BR 1 BA 
apartment $280/mo. + 1/2 utilities. 

{ 
} Cotanche St 

pone ke 

    

  

   
*RREE... 
* of poor maintenance response 
* of unreturned phone calls 
* of noisy neighbors 
+ of crawly critters 

* of high utility bills 
* of ECU parking hassles 
* of ungrateful landlords 

+ of unanswered questions 
* of high rents 
+ of grumpy personnel 
of unfulfilled promises 
+ of units that were not cleaned 
+ of walls that were never painted 
+ of appliances that don’t work 

Wyndham Court & 
Eastgate Village Apts. 
3200 F Moseley Dr. 

561-RENT or 561-7679 
www.pinnacleproperty 

management.com 

ARE YOU 
AN ORGAN 
DONOR? 

www.shareyourlife.org 
1-800-355-SHARE 
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animais.in the forest 

jaont live there 

SKYDIVE 
Carolina Sky Sports 

1-800-SKYDIVE 
www.carolinaskysports.com 

5) 

Free Meals, 
free Drinks 

Free T-Shict 
», 

ASK FOR 

MORE. 

or 

importance 
formation about the 

  

rts education, please contact 
www.AmericansForThearts.org 

Ad AMERICANS 
**ARTS 

It could be a Mearning Broblem 
Get your kid Belp now! 

  

1-888-GR8-HIND= www aboutlDorg 

  

   

      

  

Walking distance to campus. 
Responsible, clean, pet-friendly, 
non-smoker. Grad-student, 
upper classman, or professional 
preferred. Please call 252-328-1276. 
252-413-0742, 443-621-2338, 
or email kehoec@mail.ecu.edu 

Roommate Needed! 3 br/2 
ba, cable included, $267 per 
month, gated community. 
752-4854, leave message. 

Looking for someone to sublease 
a room in Pirate’s Cove. $375/mo. 
all included plus own bathroom. 
Please call Mary at 631-495- 
2664 or email at meg0917@mail. 
ecu.edu. Females only! 

Roommate wanted, Room for rent, 
2 BDRM, 1 Bath, $197.50 a month 
+ utilities. Contact 252-802-0965 

3 Bed/3 Bath in Riverwalk. M/F 
needed ASAP to live with two 
males. $332 plus 1/3 utilities. 
Call Eric at (919)608-1381. 

Services 

#1 Spring Break Vacations! Cancun, 
Jamaica, Acapulco, Bahamas, 
Florida, & Costa Rica. 110% Best 
Prices! Book Now & Get Free 
Parties & Meals! Group Discounts. 
Campus Reps Wanted! 1-800-234- 
7007. endlesssummertours.com 

  

#1 Spring Break Website! Lowest 
prices guaranteed. Free Meals & 
Free Drinks. Book 11 people, get 
12th trip free! Group Discounts for 
for 6+ www. SpringBreakDiscounts. 
com or 800-838-8202. 

Bahamas Spring Break Celebrity 
Cruise! 5 days from $279! 
Includes Meals, Port Taxes, 
Exclusive Beach Parties with 20+ 
of Your Favorite TV Celebrities 
as seen on the Real World, Road 
Rules, Bachelor! Great Beaches, 
Nightlife! Ethics Award Winning 
Company! Located in Chapel 
Hill www. SpringBreakTravel. 

it poesible to see the 

in their skin cancer 

and use common sense. 

      

  

  

888.462.DERM 

A especial ultraviolet camera makes 

skin damage done by the sun. And 

Since 1 in 5 Americans will develop 

what better reason to always use 

sunscreen, wear protective clothing 

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF DERMATOL( i 
wwwoaad.org 

com 1-800-678-6386. 

Spring Break! Cancun, Acapulco, 
Jamaica from $459+tax! Florida 
$159! Our Cancun Prices are 
$100 Less Than Others! Book 
Now! Includes Breakfast, 
Dinners, 30-50+ Hours Free 
Drinks! Ethics Award Winning 
Company! Located in Chapel 
Hill View 500 Hotel Reviews & 
Videos At www. SpringBreakTravel. 
com 1-800-678-6386. 

  

Help Wanted 

Get Paid cash to answer text 
messages on your cell phone! 
It's FREE. It’s Easy. Opt-in @ 
www.Pollcast.net and be 
eligible to WIN a free IPOD! 

  

Dental office in Greenville looking 
for a part-time person to file charts 
& run errands. This individual 
is needed in the morning by or 
before 10:00am for at least 4 hours 
a day. Hourly wage starts @ $5.50. 
If these hours will work with your 
schedule, please call 752-1600. 

Good Opportunity for health care 
professionals. Active disabled 
man needs part-time assistance 
with activities of daily living 
including bathing, dressing, 
domestic chores, CNA preferred 
but will interview all applicants. 
Contact Marty at 252-353-9074. 

Full-Time Sales Position available- 
great time for December 
graduates to apply! Available 
territories: Charlotte, Winston 
Salem, Greensboro, Raleigh, 
Durham, Fayetville, Elizabeth 
City, Wilmington, Greenville. Email 
resume and territory preference 
to gblackwelder@hotmail.com. 

Student Office Assistant needed. 
Excellent math skills, proofing 
and attention to detail. Will be 
answering phones and taking 
messages. Must have a 2.0 GPA. 
Call 252-328-4752 before Spm. 

underlying 

lifetime, 

      

Bartending! $250/day potential. 

No experience necessary. Training 

provided. (800) 965-6520 ext. 202. 

eel 

Greek Personals 

The sisters of Phi Beta Chi would 

like to congratulate our sister of 

the week and newest alumnae, 

Ashlei Martin. We will miss you! 

  

The sisters of Gamma Sigma Sigma 

want to thank SAE for the two socials 

this semester. They were tons of fun! 

nel 

Other 
All year round- SKYDIVE! Tandem 
skydive orlearn tojumpon your own. 

www.|umpRaeford.com 910-904- 

0000. Contact us today for details. 

  

Spring Break 2005 Challenge... 
find a better price! Lowest prices, 

free meals, free drinks, hottest 

parties! November 6th deadline! 
Hiring reps- earn free trips and 
cash! www.sunsplashtours. 

com. 1800-426-7710. 

— EEE 

Announcements 
  

Alpha delta Pi is proud to announce 
that we raised over $3,000 for 

Ronald McDonald at our Silent 
Holiday Auction. Thanks to all 
that contributed! We love you! 

STSTRAVEL.COM 
Join America's #1 Stedent Tour Operator 

  

       

     Group Organizers 
& ON-SITE 

DESTINATION STAFF, 
call for details! 

    

      

  
  

This bracelet was a gift Amber Apodaca 

received from the center where she helped teens with 

drug and alcohol problems. She was wearing it 

when an underage drunk driver took her life. 

Friends Don’t Let Friends Drive Drunk. 

  

i) 
UE Department of Transportation   
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mule Kitchen Appliances. - a 

nie Washer & Dryer Hookups... . erie 4 

own Central Air & Heat.) M/y jillian € a0 | 
details ; On ECU Bus Route. — APARTMENTS 

Gi Pets OK With Deposit. a Se 
adline! 
9s and : 

710. PIECE AA RNC) 2 
2 Bedroom And 1 Bath Apartment. 

panies Fully Equipped Kitchens. 
00 for 

to al . a Washer & Dryer Hookups. 
Central Air & Heat. 

Ss 

  

   
On ECU Bus Route. 

24 Hour Emergency Maintenance. "a 
pe 

Nightly security patrols. 

BRADFORD CREEK | veh | 
3 Bedroom And 2.5 Bath Duplexes. 

Country Club Living Without The Price. 

On Bradford Creek Golf Course. 

Approximately 1,350 Sq.ft. 

Covered Parking. 

Fully Equipped Kitchens. ™ 

Washer & Dryer. = - ag 
Pets OK With Deposit. 

  

      

      
    

  

    

  

DOCKSIDE DUPLEXES 
3 Bedroom And 2.5 Bath. 
6 Blocks From ECU. 

Approximately 1350 Sq.ft. 

Covered Parking. 

Fully Equipped Kitchens. 

Washer & Dryer. 

Pets OK With Deposit. 

  

    
    

        

    
   

  

RIVERWALK 
5 61 -1679 3 Bedroom And 3 Bath Houses. ? : > ) 

a Kitchen Appli | 561-RENT Koen pi ee 
3200-F Moseley Drive Washer & Dryer. | 
Greenville, NC 27858 Central Air & Heat.» 

Professionally managed by Covered Parking. 

Pinnacle Property Management No Pets Allowed. 

   

    

    

   
    

          

    

    

    
WWW.PINNACLEPROPERTYMANAGEMENT.COM 

Offering Apartments & Houses, Plus Duplex Communities 

Convenient To ECU, Pitt Community College & The Medical District



  

EEASTCAROUNAN: NEWS 12-02-04 

Do you live in a Sardine Can? 
¢Three Story Townhomes NEW apartments for 
Maximum Privacy - One bedroom per floor Summer & Fall 2005! 

ePrivate Baths Call or stop by our leasing 
eWalk-in Closet 2 : 
: ‘paar hina office on site today for 

No noisy neighbors above or below you , More information. 
eFREE tanning . ) je 
eClubhouse 

¢24 hour Fitness room & Computer Lab /“‘> 

eSwimming Pool 

eExclusive Bus Service! 

University Suites 

Corner of Arlington 
Blvd & Evans St. 

University Suites Greenville, NC 
www. universitysuites.net 551-3800 

Thursday, Dec. 2 
Mendenhall Student Center 
Multipurpose Room 
5pm-7pm FREE! 

The world comes to ECU at this special annual multicultural holiday celebration!! Holiday foods and refreshments will be served! 
Learn about special celebrations such as Kwanzaa, Channukah, Diwali and more! FREE!! Sponsored by the SU Cultural Awareness 
Committee, International Student Association, Office of International Student Affairs and the Ledonia Wright Cultural Center. 

MED HOLIDAY 
CARSEEY BINGO 
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ix-Toh (Ul diate Mm @relaal—rellolam sromy [(- 4-5 g WVvatet-valatel | M@xelicsr-tate] 
ECU students 2 free tickets with valid ECU beard All others $5 00 
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1 = How did the tradition of decorating 
evergreens at Christmas begin? 

The tradition of decorating evergreens can 
be traced back to ancient times in Rome and 
Egypt in celebration of the winter solstice. In 
1510, the first Christmas tree was displayed in 
Riga, Latvia. Early decorations included ribbon, 
food, lace and tin. The custom was later brought 
to America during the Revolutionary War by 
Hessian mercenaries. 

2 What is the height of the tallest tree 
in history? 

The world’s tallest recorded Christmas tree was 
a 221-foot Douglas fir at the Northgate Shopping 
Center in Seattle in 1950. In 2001, the tallest arti- 
ficial tree stood at 170.6 feet and was displayed at 
Moinhos de Vento Park, Porto Alegre, Brazil. Also 
known as the “Peace Tree,” it was made of green 
PVC foliage and had a lightning rod and flashing 
lights to warn aircraft. 

3. Can | buy a tree, sight unseen? 
Yes. Approximately 330,000 real Christmas 

trees each year are sold via the Internet or catalog. 

4 How long does it take a Cinristmas tree 
to grow? 

Depending on the variety, the average tree 
takes seven years to grow 6 feet, the average retail 
height. Some trees require 15 years of growth to 
reach the same height. 

Ls. How do trees get that perfect shape? 
Evergreens do not naturally grow into the pic- 

ture-perfect shape that is popular for Christmas 
trees. As trees grow, farmers control their shape 
through regular shearing. By using clippers to con- 
trol the width and form of the branches, farmers 
force trees to grow into the popular cone shape. 

6. What are the most popular Christmas 
tree varieties? 

The most popular Christmas tree varieties 
include: 

  
The What should | expect when | go to a farm 
to cut my own tree? 

Here are some tips from the National Christmas 
Tree Association: 

@ Beware of fire-ant mounds, tree stumps, an 
occasional blackberry vine, uneven ground and 
sharp saws. 

@ Wear comfortable shoes and old clothes. 
Bring rain gear if the weather is threatening. Also 

bring several pairs of work gloves. Leave your pets 
at home or keep them leashed at all times. 

@ Saws are usually provided by the farm opefa- 
tor. 

@ Some farms measure and price their trees 
individually, others sell them by the foot. Ask 
about the pricing policy before heading out in the 
field. 

@ Select the tree that fits your predetermined 
needs (ceiling height, type of foliage, etc.). 
Check the trunk to be sure that it is suf- 
ficiently straight. Keep in mind that pines 
will usually have, at least, some crook in 
their trunks. Also check that the tree has a suf- 
ficiently long handle to accommodate your stand. 

  

  

@ Cutting the tree is easiest as a two-person 
project. The person who is cutting usually lies 
on the ground, while the helper holds the bot- 
tom limbs up. 

@ Bring the tree to the processing area 
where it will be cleaned and netted. 
Netting makes transporting and han- 
dling the tree substantially easier. 

@ When you are checking 
out, remember to pick up a tree 
removal bag. It can be used as a 
tree skirt and then pulled up around 
the tree to help keep the floors clean 
when the tree is being taken down. 

8. Where are most Christmas 
trees grown? 

There are about 15,000 tree 
growers in the United States, 

with farms in every state. The 
top Christmas tree-producing 

states are Oregon, California, 
Wisconsin, Michigan, 
Pennsylvania and North 
Carolina. 

9. How much do 
Americans spend on 
Christmas trees? 

More than 23 million 
real Christmas trees were 
sold in 2003, valued at $791 
million. The average Christmas tree 
costs $33.80. 4016 

features@theeastcarolinian.com 252.328.6366 ROBBIE DERR Features Editor CAROLYN SCANDuna Assistant Features Editor 
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1 0. How can | keep my Christmas tree 
fresh? 

Proper watering and care are necessary to keep 
a tree fresh. The following tips can keep a tree 
fresh and hydrated through the holiday season 

® When shopping for a tree, choose one that 
is not losing needles or fading. Both are signs of 

excessive dryness. 

@ Make a fresh cut before placing the tree in its 
stand to allow maximum water absorption. 

@ The average tree needs | quart of water a day. 
Additives such as aspirin or commercial powders 
are not necessary and could harm the tree. 

@ Place the tree away from heat sources such as 
fireplaces or television sets, which could cause the 
tree to dry out 

11 « Where is the national Christmas tree? 
The national Christmas tree can be found on the 

White House lawn. In 1923, President Coolidge 
started the tradition of the national Christmas tree 
lighting ceremony 

1 2. Where can | 
find the best tree in 
the United States? 

Every year, mem- 
bers of the National 
Christmas Tree 

Association pick the best 
tree and name it grand 
champion, The award- 
winning tree is presented 
to the president and the 
first family each year to 
be displayed inside the 
White House.    ERIC DRAPER/THE WHITE HOUSE 
1 Bi Has the govern- President George W. 
ment ever made any Bush and Laura Bush 
tree regulations? stand in front of the 

The government 2002 Christmas tree. 
once banned the use of 
tinsel because it contained lead and was a health 
hazard. Today’s tinsel is made of plastic and is 
safe to use. President Teddy Roosevelt banned 
Christmas trees from the White House for a time 

because he thought the tradition was harmful to 

the environment and wanted to encourage conser- 

vation. 

    

1 4. Am | hurting the environment if | dis- 
play a real tree? 

Ninety-eight percent of Christmas trees are 
harvested from farms. For every tree harvested, 

two to three seedlings are planted in its place. 
Christmas trees also create oxygen, which ben- 
efits the environment. One acre of Christmas 
trees can produce enough oxygen for 18 people. 

1 5. What is flocking and why is it used? 
Flocking is spraying adhesive coating to the 

branches of Christmas trees. The branches of a 
flocked tree look as if they are covered in snow. 
Colors other than white are also available. 

1 6. Are real trees more popular than artifi- 
cial ones? 

Most people prefer artificial trees because they 
require little work. During the 2002 Christmas 
season, almost 50 percent of households dis- 
played an artificial tree. Only 21 percent used real 
trees 

     

1 Th What are some popular alternatives to 

traditional Christmas 
trees? 

In warmer regions, 
many people choose 
to decorate palm 
trees instead of the 
traditional evergreen. 
Some choose to make 
their own tree out of 

everyday items, such 
as lights and drinking 
glasses. 

18. Are 
Christmas trees     

    RON T. ENNIS/KAT 

recyclable? A four-foot pink tur- 
Real key feather Christmas 

Christmas trees tree. 
can be used 
in a variety of ways after the holidays. 
The trunk and branches can be converted 

into mulch for the garden. They can also be 
used as bird feeders or as a refuge for fish 

in private ponds. 

19. Can | replant my tree after 
the holidays? 

Trees that can be replanted, also. 

called “living trees,” are gaining 
in popularity. Living trees are 
sold with their roots intact so 

they can be potted or planted 
when taken home 

  

20. Are real trees a fire 
hazard? 

Fresh Christmas trees 
that are watered regularly 

are generally not a fire 
hazard. Less than 
0.001 percent of 

Christmas trees 

are involved in 

a fire 

Daniel 

Cooper, 

Fort Worth 

Star-Telegram 

  

THE NATIONAL CHRISTMAS TREE ASS 

  

AMERICAN FLOCK A 
TEXAS CHRISTMAS TREE GROWER 

  

   HOW 
SUINNESS 

            

  

KRT, UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS EXTENSION, VIR 

  

NIA CHRISTMAS 
REE GROWER 
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‘Tis’ season to indulge yourself Deck your halls this season 
How to decorate your 
home away from home 

LAURA KEELING 

SENIOR WRITER 

This year you might want to 

think about adding a little décor 

to your house, apartment or dorm 
room to get you in the mood for 
the holidays. To get started, you 

might want to ask yourself a 

very important question: What 

is Christmas to me? 
It might be stockings full 

of candy, fruit and items too 

tiny to be wrapped. If that’s 
not it, maybe it’s the Christ- 
mas tree, beautifully decorated 

with the fresh smell of pine and 
ornaments that your family 

has been collecting for years. 
Or maybe it’s the mistletoe hang- 

ing in the doorway, awaiting a 
special couple to stand under- 
neath for a magical holiday kiss 

No matter what Christmas 

is to you, there will always be 
one item that will remind you 
of sweet memories of holidays 
past. 

Once you have figured out 

your special item, make it your 
theme. If stockings tickle your 
fancy, hang them by the fireplace 
or on the wall and fill them will 

all of your favorite goodies. This 
can be for both you and your 

guests to enjoy. 
If it’s the tree that makes you 

happy and your budget is run- 
ning low, go to the local tree lot 

and ask them if your can have a 
few clippings from the trees (usu- 
ally they will have a pretty big 
pile). Bring the clippings home, 
put them in a vase and you will 

have the amazing scent without 
the guilt of buying a tree and 
worry Of it catching on fire. 

Another important thing 
to remember is to be creative. 
If you want all of your money 

to go towards gifts, start look- 

ing around. Get some friends 

together, pop popcorn and string 
it up to make a special garland. 
Put a string of lights on the 
balcony or front porch, and put 
a wreath on the front door. It 
doesn’t have to be extreme to 
make the holiday special. By 
decorating with friends and 
neighbors, you can build stronger 
bonds and sense of family. 

Take the best memories of 
Christmas that you have ever 
had, and make them come alive 
by decorating with items that 
remind you of them. Decorating 
might make you more anxious 
about going home, yet, it will 
help to ease the woes of upcom- 
ing exams. Relax and let the 
holiday be a part of your life in 
your home away from home, 
right here at good old ECU. 

This writer may be contacted at 
features@theeastcarolinian.com. 

Insights into meaning of Kwanzaa 
African American, 

Pan-African holiday 

TOMEKA STEELE 
STAFF WRITER 

Kwanzaa is a holiday cel- 
ebrating family, community and 
culture. Kwanzaa though, lasts 
longer than one day the way that 
Christmas does. Kwan is cel- 

ebrated from Dec. 26 to Jan. 1. 

Kwanzaa’s name is taken 

from the phrase “matunda ya 

kwanzaa” which is Swahili for 
“first fruit” in the first harvest 
celebrations in Africa. 

Kwanzaa is founded on 

five traditional activities of the 
“first-fruits” harvest celebrations: 

ingathering, reverence, com- 
memoration, recommitment and 

lastly, celebration. 

Kwanzaa was created in 1966 

during the Black Freedom Move- 

ment. Maulana Karenga and The 

Organization Us founded Kwan- 
zaa, and they are also the authori- 
tative keepers of the Kwanzaa 
traditions. Karenga is a professor 
and chair of the department of 

Black Studies at California State 
University in Long Beach 

Kwanzaa was created for three 
central reasons. Firstly, Kwanzaa 
was established to restore the 

meaning of African culture. Sec- 

ondly, Kwanzaa reaffirms a close 
bond bet:wveen its people. Lastly, 

  

Kwenzaa was created to reinforce 
the seven principles. 

The seven principles or Nguzo 
Saba are unity (Umoja), self- 

determination (Kujichagulia), 
collective work and responsibility 
(Ujima), cooperative econom- 
ics (Ujamaa), purpose (Nia), 

creativity (Kuumba) and faith 
(Iniani). 

xwanzaa adapts these 
principles from Kawaida 
philosophy. Kawaida philosophy 

is a communitarian based African 
philosophy composed of the best 

Atrican thought and how it is 
applied to a changing world. 

The seven symbols of 

Kwanzaa are the crops (Mazao), 

the mat (Mkeka), the candleholder 
(Kinara), the corn (Muhindi), the 

seven candles (Mishumaa Saba}, 
the unity cup (Kikombe cha 
Umoja) and the gifts (Zawadi). 
The colors of the Kwanzaa flag are 

black, red and green. Black is for 

the people, red is for the struggle 

and green is for the future and 

hope for the struggle. 
Kwanzaa is not a religious 

holiday, it is a cultural one and 
thus can be practiced by African 
Americans and Africans of all 
religions. 

The main point of Kwanzaa 
is to remember and stress the 

importance of learning African 
culture. 

“I do not celebrate Kwanzaa 
but I do find it very interesting 

and informative. I like ali the 
principles Kwanzaa is based on 
and in the future I will try to 
incorporate it into my life. 

“Tlike that Kwanzaa is geared 
toward promoting the bonds 
between African Americans 
and our culture,” said Tiffany 
Bonaparte, junior sociology 

major. 

To prepare for Kwanzaa 
a central area in the home is 

chosen for decoration with 
African cloth and then the mat 
is placed down and all other 
symbols are placed on it. Next 
the candleholder is placed on 
the mat and the candles are 

placed inside the candleholder. 
ears of corn as well as the cup of 
unity are placed on the mat. 

The candles are different 
colors — black, red and green. 
The family discusses when the 
candle is lit, its principle that 
corresponds with it and every 
one explains how they put that 
principle to use that day. 

After that, a plan is laid out 
as to how the family will put 
that principle to use each day 
of the year. 

The last day of Kwanzaa is 
Jan. 1, which is the beginning 
of the New Year. This day is 
the Day of Meditation (Siku ya 
Taamuli). 

This writer can be contacted at 
features@theeastcarolinian.com. 

featuring: 

KRT — Santa and crowded 
malls aren’t the only holiday 
traditions. 

So is weight gain. Parties. 
Holiday meals. Wine and spir- 
its. 

Americans gain about a 

pound during the winter holiday 
season, according to a 2000 study 
by the National Institute of Child 
Health and Human Development 
and the National Institute of Dia- 

betes and Digestive and Kidney 
Diseases. 

One pound doesn’t sound 

like much but that extra bit tends 
to accumulate over the years, 

says Alicia Guerra, a registered 
dietitian and diabetes educator 
for Baptist Health Systems in 
Kendall, Fla. 

“One day is not going to cause 

any problems,” Guerra said. “The 

problem is that most people don’t 
go back to healthy eating and 
watching themselves.” 

Downing a huge meal isn’t 

necessarily a heart breaker, 

either, says University of Miami 
cardiologist Dr. Robert Myerburg. 
However, for someone with | 
hypertension or a history of 

heart failure, the heavy salt load 
and high-fat content common 
to holiday meals could lead to 

cardiovascular problems. 
Here, then, are strategies for 

reducing holiday-induced flab. 
SIZE MATTERS, REALLY 
Last year, Web designer 

Donna Holdsworth, 49, a member 

of the diabetes support group at 
Hollywood, Fla. Medical Center, 

started her diet before Thanks- 
giving and lost about 30 pounds 
by the time 2003 slipped into 

history. She hopes to do the same 
this year. 

“Portion controlling worked 

and I made it through the holi- 

days,” said Holdsworth, who is 

not diabetic but who has a family 
history of the disease. “My sister 

came down and baked a bunch 
of fudge. I had a piece but didn’t 
take the whole box.” 

“Another thing they stressed 
is to plan these cheats. If | know 
something like (the holidays) is 

coming, beforehand I'll watch 

my intake a little more. You 
know you are going to cheat so 
plan it.” 

Cathy Lewis, a business 

owner in Boynton Beach, Fla., 
said she picks her carbs wisely. 

“If we were really honest 
about holiday treats it would be 
the side dishes that make us look 
forward to the meals so much,” 
says Lewis, 50. “Sweet potatoes? 
Yeah, I can have them as long as 

Ph
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they're not slathered in butter 

and adorned with marshmal- 

lows. Stuffing is also OK made 

with whole grain breads and 

vegetables, nuts and fruits.’’ 

FOCUS ON ONE THING 
Barb and Joe spent the day 

slaving in the kitchen browning 

the bird, stuffing it with bread- 
crumbs and cushioning it on a 

bed of buttery mashed potatoes. 

You're invited to partake of this 

feast because you're dating their 

daughter. Tell Barb how wonder- 

ful her stuffing is and make sure 
she sees you happily spooning 

some onto your plate. Then go 

light on everything else. 
FILL ‘ER UP 

“Make sure you don’t go to a 

party on an empty stomach. You 

won't be inclined to indulge as 
much,” said Ruth Marcus, a reg- 
istered dietitian with Hollywood 

Medical Center. Snacks could 

include cheese, yogurt, veggies, 

fruits and nuts. 
OUTSMART THE BUFFET 

Hold your drink in your 
dominant hand so you rely on 
your less-coordinated hand to 

gather the food. (You'll keep from 
over piling.) 

Skip things you can always 

have, like chips and dips, and 
choose foods you only get once 
a year. 

Or, be last in line at the buffet 

and some of the higher fat foods 

may be gone. 
“Let the other people eat too 

much.” Marcus said. 
SILENCE IS NOT GOLDEN 

Forget your second-grade 

12-02-04 

  

teacher's admonishments about 

being quiet. Self control is for 

the library. 
Be a chatterbox. 

Tell dad his goatee makes him 

look 10 years younger. Discuss 

the recent election (well, maybe 

not). 

Play music critic and tell 

everyone why Eminem has lost 

it. If your gums are flappin’ you 

can’t be forcing food through 
‘em. 

FORGET TRADITION 
When making gravy let the 

fat harden first, scoop it out and 

then heat. That saves a whopping 

56 grams of fat a cup, Marcus 

said. 

Lighten up the green bean 

casserole by replacing the high 
sodium cream soup with chunks 
of potato or use low-sodium 

soup. 
For the crunchy top, use 

almonds instead of fried onion 

rings. 
HOLA FIBER 

Forty percent of Hispanic 

preteens — about twice as many as 

a decade ago ~ are overweight in 

America, said Mary Cremeans of 

the Florida Department of Agri- 
culture citing a 2004 University 

of Southern California study. 
Obesity hits one in three His- 

panic children, compared with 
one in six non-Hispanic children 

between the ages of 6 and 19, 
according to a 2000 study by the 
Centers for Disease Control. 

Ethnic dishes can be tin- 
kered with to help. Fiber is 
your friend. 
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y SECY Ronald E. Dowdy 

Student Stores 
Where your dollars support scholars 
Wright Building + 328-6731* www.studentstores.ecu.edu   

  

SELL THE BOOKS. 
WE’LL HANDLE 
THE REST. 

Once finals are over, books are the last things you want to cart home. But your stereo, 
CDs, clothes, computer, TV, microwave, kayak? Leave them to The UPS Store. We'll 
carefully pack them and ship them home. Whether home's across the state, across the 
nation, or across the ocean. There - who said you didn't learn anything this semester? 

The UPS Store’ 
Formerly Mail Boxes Etc. 

Offering new low rates 

direct from UPS 

  

   

      

    PHOTOS with PEE DEE! 
4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

Bring a new toy or 

canned food to donate 
to the ECU HOLIDAY DRIVE 
and we’ll take your photo 

with PEE DEE, free! 
  

  

[Dowdy Student Stores 
is your headquarters 
for... 
¢ Caps & Gowns 
« Announcements 

* Graduation Gifts 
* Holiday Gifts 

and don’t forget... 
* Book Buyback 

* Textbook Reservations 
for Spring!     

(next to McAlister’s) 
740 SE Greenville Blvd. 

252:321-6021 
Jody Chaffee, Owner 

| Get in the spirit. 
We've got it for you, at the Annual Dowdy Student Store 

  

    

HOLIDAY SALE. 

FREE Gift 
Wrapping 
for your purchase! 

Drawings for 

Store Gift 
Certificates 
EVERY HOUR! 

Story Time 
Readings by 
ECU coaches and 
other campus 
personalities! 

ECU Gospel 
Choir 
5 pm-7pm 

ECU 
Cheerleaders! 

Tuesday, Dec. 7 
4:00 - 8:00 pm 

Wright Building 

   
25% OFF 

All reg. price 

Gifts & 
Apparel! 

50% OFF 
LAST MARKED PRICE 

on Clearance 
Apparel! 

30% OFF 
ALL reg. price 

Outerwear & 
Polos 

25% OFF 
a HUGE 

Selection of 

ECU Holiday 
Ornaments & 

Figurines! 

25% OFF 
Holiday Book 
Collections! 

Computer 
Specials & More! 

  

  

IT'S THE END OF THE SEMESTER 

FIESTA!* 
BECAUSE YOU DESERVE IT! 

LIVE REMOTE W/ 99X 9-11 PM! 
YOU MAY WIN PRIZES & CONCERT TICKETS! 

l/, Price 
PITCHERS OF DRAFT 

& 1/2 PRICE WINGS! 
ALL DAY MONDAY, DEC. 6TH! 

**DOWNTOWN GREENVILLE 757-1666* 
*CALL 756-5527 FOR DELIVERY! 

LIVE MUSIC W/ THE AVETT BROS. SAT. DEC. 4TH 

IN WINTERVILLE 81SH - TIL!!! 
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Christmas tree arrives at U.S. Capitol 

  

Workers secure the Capitol Christmas Tree on the West Lawn of the building on Monday 

KRT — A helicopter extrac 
tion from a mountaintop forest 

Two miles of parachute cord. A 
police escort 

A hostage rescue? Not quite 
Just a few of the preparations 

necessary to get the U.S. Capitol’s 

Christmas tree from Virginia's 

Blue Ridge Mountains to the 

nation’s capital Monday 
“The hardest part of the whole 

trip was just getting everything 

lined up,” said Keith Garman, 

the service manager for Camrett 

Logistics, the company in Rural 

Retreat, Va., that volunteered 

a semi truck to transport the 

67-foot red spruce from George 
Washington National Forest to 

the Capitol’s lawn. Cut down 

Featuring: 
Free Cable TV 
Free Water & Sewer 

Cats Allowed With Fee 
Alrimba Wireless Available 

Sparkling Swimming pool 

Professional On-Site Management 

SPECIALS 

Nov. 2, the tree visited more than 
30 Virginia towns en route to 

Washington 

Federal lawmakers adopted 

the tradition of the Capitol 
Christmas tree in 1964. Since 
1970, it’s been cut from Forest 

Service land, and this year’s is 

the first from Virginia. With 
help from the Capitol Architect's 
office, Forest Service pfficials 
whittled the pool of eligible 
native Virginian evergreens to 
one 79-year-old spruce last July. 
Once cut, a helicopter plucked it 
from the forest. Workers tied its 

branches with parachute cord 
and steered it onto Camrett’s 
specially built flatbed trailer for 

highway transport. 

24-hour Emergency 

Maintenance 
Laundry Center 

On ECU Bus Route 
Washer/Dryer Connections* 

Spacious Floor Plans 

*in some units 

The White House’s Christmas 
tree, a comparatively small 18- 

and-a-half-foot Noble fir donated 
by John and Carol Tillman of 
Rochester, Wash., also arrived 

Monday. First lady Laura Bush 

received the tree, which was 
delivered by horse-drawn wagon. 

On Monday morning, a crane 

eased the mammoth Capitol 
spruce into position on the Cap- 

itol’s lawn, where it now sits in a 
poured concrete footing, 5 feet 

deep. It’ll be decorated with 5,000 
oversized ornaments made mostly 
by Virginia schoolchildren - and 
10,000 light bulbs before Dec. 
9, when House Speaker Dennis 
Hastert will preside over its cer- 

emonial lighting. 

So close to 

Dowdy-Ficklen 

Stadium, even we 

stand up for the 

National Anthem! 

OSTREET 
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Sports Briefs 
Johason loses 

in coaching debit 
Ag much a8theSan Antonio Spits 
lOve beating the Dallas Mavericks, 
this pounding wes less satistying 
than usual. In defeating their 
division rivals 107-89 Tuesday 
night"the"Spurs algo’ riried the 
pseudo-coaching debut of Avery 
Johnson, one e of the most beloved 

lavericl 5 never fed, 
: se at rt of the 

burth Quarter until Devin Brown 
sparked & victory-sealing spurt 
with two three-point plays"and 
two dunks. He finished with 14 of 
his season-high 16 points in the 

period, leaving Johnson sulking 

  

   
   

    

only suggestions. This was the 
first of about six such training 

sessionsiNelson hopes to have. 
Nelson pleked this game to start 
breaking iff Johnson because he 
played most of his 16 S6asons 
for the Spurs, including starting 
on their 1999 championship club. 

This was the Spurs’ fourth Straight 
win andthe second time in a 
week thafthey've easily handled 

the Movi. 

Brows coach resigns 
Butch Davis,nevér,wanted to 
abandon his dream job and all 
its ego-soothing power. The last- 

second losses, freaky In} 
and intertag’ nn 

  

     

  

   

  

ci ; 

will move on without him. After 
a years ago wiih the 
promise’ ing a Super Bow! 
title, Di ined as Gieveland’s 

Bion Tuesday, leaving the last- 
pl is with five games left 

sinking S@ason. Davis’ 
departure”came two days after 
the Browns dropped their fifth 
straightigame, a 58-48 loss that 
followed a script similar to many 
others in the Davis Era: close but 
not good enough. Although he had 

  

steppingdown. Fist yearortende 
@O0rdinator Terry Robiskle will 
coach the Browns for thé rss? of 
the Season. His first game won't 
be an easy one: The Browns host 
the Super Bow! champion New 

  

Pacers to be charged 
Indiana Pacers players wii! be 
ee a 
the Nov. 19 brawhat the end of a 
ame against tHe Detroft Pistons, 
Oaldand County Prosecutor David 
Goreyca tk The Datrolt News. 
The prosecutor declined {9 say 
which players would bd cherged 
of what the charges might be. 
Auburn Hills Potice Lt. James 
Manning told the newspaper he 
expects four members-of the 

Pacers to face assault and battery 
charges. Manning said at’a news 
conference Monday that a lawyer 

fopthé"Racers told detectives 
that none} of the players would 
agree to be Interviewed by police. 
Prosétutors could get the police 
report by the beginning/of next 

week, Manning said. The fight 

between spectators and players 

broke outnear the end ofthe game 
after an Op-cos ra 
foul. Afanf dee Beers 
forward eis who cae 
into the stands, followed by 
teammates’Artest was suspended 
without pay for the rest of the 

season by the NBA - Stephen 

Jackson was susp    

TONY ZOPPO Sports Editor BRANDON HUGHES Assistant Sports Editor 

  

Marquette aims for 
NCAA tournament 

ERIC GILMORE 
STAFF WRITER 

Marquette was the first Con- 
ference USA team to advance to 
the Final Four just two years 
ago. This year’s Golden Eagles 
want to be the second C-USA 
team to achieve the feat. 

Tom Crean’s squad will 
have to follow the leadership 
of senior point guard Travis 
Deiner. The 6-foot, 1-inch 
guard is being mentioned in 
the same breath as past point 
guards Bobby Hurley and Mike 
Bibby. 

The Preseason All-America 
Candidate was the first C-USA 
player ever to lead his team 

| in points per game (18.8) and 
assists per game (6.0). He led his 

team last year in assists (187), 

three-pointers (90), three-point 

percentage (.450), steals (41), 

free-throws made (136) and 

minutes per game (34.2) last 
season. 
"The 175-pound point guard 
is a fierce competitor who never 
wants to come out of a game 
and will do anything to help 
his team win. During Deiner’s 
freshman season, Marquette   
Dameon Mason and Marcus Jackson celebrate a Golden Eagles victory. 

won’ 11 more games than the 
previous year. He and team- 

mate, Todd Townsend have 
notched 72 wins in their first 
three years, the most since 
1978. : 

Townsend and junior col- 
lege transfer Marcus Jackson 
will help shoulder the load 
off Deiner’s back. Townsend 
is a veteran that will help the 
younger players adjust to Cre- 

an’s system faster. The 6-foot, 7- 
inch forward will help provide 
a presence on the glass. 

Jackson will have to add , 

production rebounding as well 
to replace Scott Merritt who 
graduated. The Illinois native 

will help tutor the team’s three 
big newcomers. 

Junior Steve Novak will play 
a large role in determining the 
success of the Golden Eagles. 
Novak is 6-foot, 10-inch, but 

still has the ability to set out 
and shoot the three. He sank 
eight three-pointers on his 
way to 30 points last season 
in a nationally televised upset 
against Louisville. 

Novak was the second- 
leading scorer last year behind 
Deiner when he averaged 12.5 
points. He also led the team 
in free-throw percentage at 
91.2 percent. He is the leading 
returning rebounder as well, 
  

Deiner leads talented 
Golden Eagles squad 

  
corralling in 142 last season. 

Novak will move to the 
power-forward position to help 
move fellow junior Joe Chap- 

man to small forward. Chap- 

man, who played guard last 

season, will be able to use his 

quickness to beat bigger players 

to the basket. 
Sophomore Dameon Mason 

will have the biggest void to fill 
moving to the guard position. 

Mason will try to follow in the 
footsteps of former Golden 

Eagle Dwyane Wade. The 6- 

foot, 5-inch guard matured on 

national television in the afore- 

mentioned Louisville game. He 

sank a shot with eight-tenths 
of a second left in front of a 
defender’s face to tie the game. 
After a Louisville timeout, 
Mason drilled the free-throw 
to win it. 

Fellow sophomores Mike 

Kinsella and Dan Fitzgerald 

are both transfers. Kinsella 
provides some size being a 7- 
footer. Fitzgerald will have to 
sit out this season, 

Marquette’s freshman class 

is big. Ousmane Barro, a 6-foot, 
10-inch, 230-pounder from 

Senegal knows the American 

game because he was a foreign- 
exchange student in Chicago 

see EAGLES page B5 
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USF failed to make the C- USA tournament last season. 

Bulls focusing 
on improvement 
South Florida head 

coach in second year 

ERIC GILMORE 

STAFF WRITER 

Each year in Conference 

USA two teams do not make the 
postseason tournament. South 
Florida does not want to have to 

sit at home again this year 

Second-year coach Robert 
McCullum thinks the Bulls will 

be able to surprise some people. 
In arriving from Western Michi- 
gan after former-coach Seth 

Greenberg left for Virginia Tech, 
McCullum didn’t have much to 
work with. The Bulls finished last 
season with only eight players, 
two of which were walk-ons. This 
season, that number is up to 15. 

McCullum was also hand- 
cuffed because he tried to instill 

a different style of play. The Bulls 
now implement an aggressive 
style that pushes the ball in tran- 
sition while playing a man-to- 
man defense in the half-court. 

In trying to build off a 7-20 

record, McCullum only focused 
on the positives in the off-season. 
He believes his team is in better 
physical condition and it will 
show through conference play. 

The Bulls will be led by senior 
Terrence Leather. Leather was 
USF’s Most Valuable Player asa 
junior when he became only the 
eighth Bull to lead his team in 
both points-per-game (15.5) and 
rebounding average (8.4). The 
6-foot, 9-inch power forward was 
tenth among C-USA scoring lead- 
ers and third in rebounding. 

Leather has gained 10 pounds 
in the off-season to up his frame 
to 230 pounds. The senior was 
selected Preseason Third-Team 
All-Conference. Junior college 
transfer Maurice Mobled will 
back up Leather at the power 
forward position, 

The only player to play in 
every game last season, Bradley 
Mosley, has been diagnosed 
with renal cancer and will not 
play this season. In 2003-2004, 
he was the only USF player to 
start every game, averaging 36.9 

minutes per outing. He played 

all 40 minutes in 12 of the Bulls’ 
final 14 games. He was the team’s 

second leading scorer with 14.6 

points per game. 
James Holmes and true fresh- 

man Collin Dennis will have to 

handle the shooting-guard duties 
Holmes, a junior, missed most of 

last season with a stress fracture in 

his left ankle. Dennis is a talented 
combination guard from Texas 

Senior Brian Swift will handle 
the point guard duties. Swift 

guided the Bulls’ offense last 

season starting 26 of 27 games. 

Swift averaged 9.9 points and 
4.4 assists his junior season, 

while logging 35.0 minutes per 

game. True freshman Montavious 
Waters and sophomore transfer 
Chris Capko will help to provide 
some depth at the point guard 
position. 

Junior college transfers 

Marius Prekevicius and Marlyn 
Bryant will compete for time 
at small forward. Prekevicuis 

averaged 16.2 points in his only 

season at Weatherford College 
in Texas. Bryant is coming back 
from an ACL tear for the second 
consecutive season. 

Three different players, Bran- 
don Brigman, Konimba Diarra 
and Solomdn Jones will all com- 
pete for time at center. Brigman 

is a senior who spent the majority 
of last season fighting a hernia. 
Diarra showed promise down the 
stretch last season. Jones sat out 
last season after playing his fresh- 
man season at Daytona Beach 
Community College. 

Even though McCullum’s 
team was tabbed to finish last 
in the conference standings, the 

Bulls should be much improved 
from a season ago. The learning 
curve might take longer than 
expected with USF moving to the 
Big East next season. 

If the Bulls can stay away 
from the injury bug and grasp 
McCullum’s system, then they 
might not have to endure watch- 
ing the postseason conference 

tournament at home. 

    

This writer can be contacted at 
sports@theeastcarolinian.com 

ot. Louis Billikens off to rocky start this season 
Team should struggle 
in Conference-USA 

BRENT WYNNE 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 

The St. Louis Billikens 
remember very vividly Friday, 
March 10, 2000. That’s the day 
superstar Kenyon Martin broke 
his leg during Cincinnati’s 
opening round “warmup” in the 
Conference USA tournament 
against St. Louis. Needless to 
say, the No. 1 Bearcats’ hope of a 
national championship fell to the 
floor with the fall of their leader, 
and they watched the Billikens go 
on to win that game along with 
the entire tournament. 

Ever since the 2000 
season however, St. Louis has 
perpetuated mediocrity 

year-after-year. Last year’s 
overall record of 19-13 was good 
enough for a NIT bid, in which 
the Billikens made a quick exit 
in round two, falling to Notre 
Dame 77-66. While the NIT is 
an accomplishment for most 
division one schools (even a 

godsend to others), St. Louis 

is known for their basketball 

supremacy. The Savvis Center is 
one of the toughest to play in all 
of college basketball, and Head 
Coach Brad Soderberg was hired 

in 2002 to do great things again 

with this program. Could this be 
the year? 

Let's take a look. 
St. Louis returns Reggie 

Bryant, Izik Ohanon and 
Anthony Drejaj to the starting 

lineup along with a solid back-up 

center in Tom Frericks. 
As a junior, Bryant 

averaged 16.4 points per game 
and 3.9 rebounds per game. The 
six-foot, two-inch guard gave 
many opponents match-up 

problems due to his uncanny 
ability to get to the basket and 
create scoring opportunities for 

himself and his teammates. 
Joining Bryant in the 

backcourt is Drejaj. Drejaj 
chipped in last year with 6.5 ppg. 
However, the speedy junior 
is known more for his 
aggressive defense. Drejaj 
averaged close to two steals 

per contest this year, and with 

  

see ST LOUIS page B5             
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Eagles from page B4 

last year. Ryan Amoroso is 6- 
foot, 8-inch, 240-pounds, from 
Minnesota. Both players will 
contribute minutes, but under- 
stand the chain of command. 

The Golden Eagles out-of- 
conference schedule is daunting 
as usual. Marquette has already 
won two tournaments, one 
of which included knocking 

off a tough Kent State squad. 
Marquette will host Arizona 
and Wisconsin before their 
conference schedule opens up 
at Tulane. 

Crean has averaged 20.4 
wins in his six years at the helm 
and helped to create a national 
power in Wisconsin. Crean has 
received the C-USA Coach of the 

Year Award twice. He has solidi- 

fied success in the future when 

Marquette will move onto the Big 
East. The former Michigan State 

assistant has secured three top- 

100 commitments for the 2005 
class and one for 2006. 

This writer can be contacted at 
sports@theeastcarolinian.com 

  

St Lou is from page B4 
increased minutes in the 2004 
season, that number should go up. 

It’s a coin toss between who 
to start at the center position, 
but Soderberg has chosen to 
go with Ohanon, who already 
has experience as a starter. The 
6-foot, 9-inch senior averaged 
7.2 ppg last season. The big 
concernabout Ohanonishislackof 
ability to rebound. Only 
grabbing an average of 2.8 rpg, 
the Billikens could be looking 
more and more to Frericks to fill 
the void down low. 

Frericks, a senior, averaged 
7.7 ppg and 6.0 rpg. While 
obviously the better overall 
player than Ohanon, Soderberg 
likes Frericks coming off of 
the bench as an emotional lift 
to his players. I would expect 
this to change soon enough 
though when Frericks proves 

  

he undoubtedly deserves the 
starting job. 

The wildcard for this 
Billiken team has to be junior 
college transfer Vas’shun 
Newborne. Newborne trans- 
ferred from Chipola JC where 
he helped the Indians to a 32-5 
record, a conference title and a 
sixth place finish at the NJCAA 

tournament. He averaged 11.2 
ppg and 7.5 rpg throughout the 
span of last season. 

The only significant 
freshman to speak of for this 
year’s Billiken squad is Dwayne 
Polk. While his senior year high 
school numbers are modest, 

14.1 ppg, 4.5 apg and 2.3 spg, 
Polk is a born leader and has 
a big-game mentality. As a 
point guard, he led the Vashon 
Wolverines to an unblemished 
31-0 record and the class 4A state 

championship. During the title 
game, Polk scored 21 points in 

the third period alone en route 
toa 38-point outing and the title. 
This kid will not shy away from 
the pressure situations, and with 

Reggie Bryant on his wing pretty 

much at all times, this Billiken 

team could be a tough one to 

handle down the stretch of tight 
contests, 

As far as predictions go, | 
don’t see St. Louis making much 

noise this year. The conference 
is as strong as ever from top 
to bottom, and after starting 

the season 1-4 against lesser 

opponents, the Billikens could 

be in for a long season. 

You never know though, and 

that’s why they play the games. 

  

  

This writer can be contacted at 
sports@theeastcarolinian.com. 

Big East doesn't deserve 
free ticket to ride in BCS 

KRT -— There, we got that 
out of the way. Hating the 
Bowl Championship Series has 
become such a way of life, dis- 
senters should probably move 
to Canada. 

At the risk of being deported, 
I've never thought the BCS is the 
root of all evil. But one obvious 
flaw has surfaced. 

Can anyone explain why the 

Big East has an automatic bid? 
(At this point, at least one 

reader invariably asks, “What's 
the BCS, and why should I care?” 
The BCS is too complicated to 
fully explain here. But you should 
care because if America can’t 
come up with an undisputed 
football champion, are we really 

any different than Ukraine?) 
It would help if all candidates 

were qualified. The Big East gets 
one of six automatic bids to a big 
bowl. That made sense when it 
had Miami and Virginia Tech. 
Now they are in the Atlantic 
Coast Conference, and the Big 
East looks like the-Beatles if Paul 
and John had left for a better 
TV deal. 

Anyone want to watch Ringo 
play the Fiesta Bowl? 

That would actually be Pitts- 
burgh, where coach Walt Harris 
spent most of the season trying 
not to get fired. The Panthers 
could go 7-4 and still end up in 
Tempe. That's a nice trick, con- 
sidering they haven't beaten a 
top-15 team and lost to the team 
formerly known as Nebraska. 

No wonder Texas coach Mack 
Brown feels so persecuted. It’s 
one thing to lose out to Okla- 
homa. It’s another to get aced out 
by a team that needed overtime 
to beat Furman. 

“I think you have to be care- 
ful about singling out any confer- 

ence on a single-year basis,” said 

BCS Coordinator Kevin Weiberg. 

This isn't a one-year thing. 

The Big East roster reads like 
Auburn’s non-conference sched- 
ule. Rutgers’ main claim to 
fame the past 25 years is 1983 
grad James Gandolfini. He 
did some ads promoting the 
football program. Even Tony 
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   OFFICIAL CAROLINA 

Soprano couldn’t help the Scarlet 
Knights. 

UConn? Does Rebecca Lobo 
play quarterback? 

Cincinnati and USF are join- 
ing next year. If that’s the cavalry, 
you don’t want to be a settler. 

West Virginia has a decent 
program. And Louisville is join- 

ing next year. But if those are 
your marquee names, you're still 

a triple flea-flicker away from 
being the SEC, Big Ten, Pac-10, 
Big 12 or ACC. 

With Miami and Virginia 
Tech gone, Big East attendance 
dipped below 40,000 fans a game 
this year. Maurice Clarett had 

that many tutors at Ohio State. 
As far as the bowls are con- 

cerned, the Big East represen- 

tative is going to become the 

Christmas fruitcake. You think 
the Sugar or Orange or Fiesta 
bowls want to pay $14 million for 
the right to welcome a few thou- 

sand Louisville fans to town? 
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Piitsburgh will get a BCS bid with a 7-4 overall record. 
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Is there any relief in sight? 

“I'm not terribly optimistic,” 
said Mountain West Commis- 
sioner Craig Thompson. 

His rising league has as much 
claim to an automatic bid as the 

Big East. But the BCS is all about 
protecting turf. The Big East got 

there first, and there’s no way it 

is going to voluntarily leave the 
money trough. 

The only hope is a review 
system for automatic qualifiers. 

Nobody knows how it will work. 
Hopefully, alumni success in 

HBO dramas won't be a factor. 
The BCS is supposed to start 

discussing the details next year. 

Just don’t expect any change for 

at least a few years. 

“We can only worry about 
us,” Thompson said. “But cer- 
tainly for this year, the contracts 
are in place.” 

Too bad we can’t take one out 

on the Big East's bid. Even Tony 
Soprano would OK that hit. 
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Tyrone Willingham was fired on Tuesday after three years at Notre Dame. 

AP — Every fading dynasty 

gets more desperate the further 
the memories recede, and it turns 

out Notre Dame is no different. 
So Ty Willingham was 

informed Tuesday, with three 

years left on the biggest contract 

in school history and three 
less-than-satisfying seasons 

behind him, that he wouldn’t be 
around to see his first recruiting 

class graduate. 

The decision to fire Willing- 

ham was made by the universi- 
ty’s higher-ups, after what was 
reported to be an emergency 
meeting of the university’s board 
of trustees. Exactly what the 

“emergency” was remains a 

matter of some speculation. But 

it fell to athletic director Kevin 

White to explain why, for the 
first time in school history, Notre 
Dame chose not to honor a com- 

mitment to its football coach 
“From Sunday through 

Friday our football program 

has exceeded all expectations, 
in every way,” White said at a 

news conference 

“But on Saturday, we've 
struggled. We've been up and 

down and sideways a little bit.” 
If you're searching for a post- 

mortem to the Willingham era, 
you won't find a more succinct 
one. Off the field, he was nearly 
flawless. On it, the “up” was a 
stunning 8-0 run Willingham 
produced at the start of his stay 
in South Bend — the “down and 

sideways” covered just about 
everything since. 

His teams went 21-15 over 

that stretch and lost big games 

by lopsided scores, the kind 
of record that would have 

drawn a pink slip at more than 
a few traditional football pow- 
erhouses, much the same way 
Nebraska ditched Frank Solich 
last season and Florida canned 
Ron Zook with a few games left 

in this one. 

   

  

  

1/2 PRICEI! 
ALL DRINKS 
1/2 PRICE!!! 

Notre Dame used to pride 
itself on not being part of that 
crowd. The Irish made a point of 

keeping underwhelming Gerry 
Faust and overmatched Bob 

Davie for all five years of their 

contracts. Now, there’s no pre- 
tending otherwise. 

All the other things that 

made the Irish special once no. 

longer apply. A program that has 
collected more national titles 
than any other hasn’t brought 
one home in 16 years, and 

hasn't seriously contended since 

1993. It’s been 17 years since 
a Heisman Trophy was added 
to the display case. And now 

patience, always in short supply 
at Notre Dame, has evaporated 
as well. That makes the Irish less 

special still. 

To be fair, Willingham 

knew what the bargain was 
when he signed on. He knew 

that waking up the echoes 

was a lot tougher trick now 

than in the days when Rockne, 
Leahy and Parseghian managed 

to pull it off, especially if he was 
going to do it while running a 

clean program 
The only part he got right 

was that last one. And even 

that didn’t count for much 
when rivals like Bob Stoops at 
Oklahoma and Pete Carroll at 
Southern California were recruit- 

ing circles around Willingham 

and returning their programs 

to national prominence in less 

time, all the while steering clear 
of trouble. They weren't ham- 

pered by the tough academic 
standards that apply at Notre 

Dame, but Willingham arrived 

there fresh from a stint at Stan- 

ford, where the standards are 
tougher still 

For all that, there is still no 
tougher job in the game than 
the one Willingham had until 

Tuesday. The Irish are the only 

team in college football with 

  

a few million unpaid consul- 

tants and their own network TV 

deal. When he showed up on 
campus, the program was still 
reeling from the embarrassment 

caused by George O’Leary’s 
padded resume 

Based on Notre Dame's his- 
tory, and despite the alumni 
who began nipping at his heels 
once the magical 8-0 start 

yielded a 2-3 finish in his first 
season Willingham had every 

reason to believe he’d have more 

time. Enough time, at least, to 

put his recruits, his West Coast 
offense and his philosophy 
in place. That was before the 
board of trustees called an emer- 
gency session — the emergency 

apparently caused by reports 
that the game’s hottest 

young coach, Utah’s Urban 

Meyer, was being seriously 

courted by Florida. 

Meyer is a former Irish assis- 

tant and a bona fide offensive 

genius, a qualification that the 

higher-ups at Notre Dame appar- 
ently believe will get him into 

the living rooms of all those 

skilled passers and catchers who 
crossed Notre Dame off their 

recruiting lists years ago. Of 
course, they believed the same 
thing about Willingham just 

three years ago. 

Meyer, whose Utes are 11-0 
and ranked No. 5 in his second 
season, thinks he knows what 
he’s getting himself in to. He 

has a Clause in his current deal 
that allows him to leave for Notre 
Dame without a buyout 

“| have great respect for that 
university. That’s the reason it’s 

in my contract,” Meyer said after 
practice Tuesday 

“{ think a lot of people look 
into it more than what it is.” 

Maybe so. But the last guy 

who had the job thought the 

same thing and look where he 

is now 
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Indiana fires DiNardo as football coach 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Gerry 

DiNardo was fired as Indiana's 
football coach after a 3-8 season 
that ended with a 63-24 loss to 

Purdue, the Hoosiers’ seventh 

defeat in eight years to their 
state rival. DiNardo, who has two. 
years left on his contract, had 

an 8-27 record in three seasons 

that were marked by declining 

attendance 

Fred Eichhorn, president of 
the school’s Board of Trustees, 

told The Associated Press on 

Wednesday that DiNardo was 

dismissed during a meeting 
Tuesday. Eichhorn did not know 

when an announcement would 

be made and athletic department 
spokesman Pete Rhoda said no 

announcements were immedi- 

ately planned 
DiNardo replaced Cam Cam- 

eron after the 2001 season. After 

the rout by Purdue, he said “this 
was just about the worst day 

we've had as a team.” 

The firing is the first major 
coaching change by athletic 

   

   
      

      

   

         

        
         

  

  

  

   
   

  
  

  
    

2-02 04 

301 S. Jarvis 
ee Sai 

| | 
  

        
5th 

FIND US IF YOU CAN 

Nightly Dinner Specials $5.95 
Monday - Homemade Meatloaf 
Tuesday - Country Fried Chicken 

Wednesday bese and Meatballs 
Thursday - oy or Caesar Salad W/Chix 

Friday - Fish and Chips 
Saturday - Meat or 5 Cheese Lasagna 

Sunday - Fried Shrimp Plate 

Daily Drink Specials 
Monday - *1.75 Domestic Bottles 

Tuesday - ¢2 Imports 
Wednesday - #1 Mug Bud Lt #4 Pitchers 
Thursday - #2 House Hi-balls *3 Wine 

$2.50 Import of the day 
Friday - *3 Margarita & #2.50 Import of the day 
Saturday - ¢3 Lits & #2.50 Import of the Day 
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EXOTIC CIGARETTES ¢ T-SHIRTS 
DANCEWEAR / LINGERIE 

Rolling Papers ¢ Glass Pipes * Loose Tobacco 
Stickers * Blow-up Friends & Farm Animals ¢ Incense 

      
Show Your Studert ID And Get 

13% OFF EVERYDAY! 
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205 E. 5th Street 
GREENVILLE, NC 

(252) 758-6685 
www.smiledamnit.com | 

www.partylikehell.com   
¢ Professional hair products 

¢ Gift certificates available 

  

| PERMS & 
Haircuts: HIGRILIGHTS 

har ders 

p UNTAN 
KAGES 

hair desgns hair desgns 

WIH AN 

COUPON VALID AT 
ALL LOCATIONS 

COUPON VALID AT 
Ale LOCATION ALL LOCATIONS 

6
 
e
e
 

! 

| 

. ! 
COUPON VALID AT 7] 

I 

| 
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Mark A. Ward 

Body Piercing & Jewelry * Detox Solutions * Candles i 
Hair Dye * Adult Videos ¢ Black Lights * Whipcream | 
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te Certified Specialist In State Criminal Law 
15 Years Experience In Criminal Defense 

* Traffic Offenses 
¢ ABC Violations 
* Misdemeanors 
¢ Drug Offenses 
* DMV Hearings 

  

   
Name: Elizabeth 

Class: Junior @ ECU 

Major: Phys Ed 

Hobbies: Water Sports, Hanging out 
with friends 
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Why do I donate Plasma? 

I donate for weekend spending cash. 
Earn up to $179/mo. donating plasma in a friendly place. 
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