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"As Broadcast over YANKEE NETWORK July 45"

This is Cedric Foster speaking to you transcribed from Manlla
in the Philippine Islands,

No matter how trite and bfomidic the phrase may sound

necessity still is the mother of invention and one of the most
interesting stories of the war here in the Pnlllprln€5 (ona -*
which. .as received little or no publicity) is the story of how

the city of Manila obtains most of its electrical powereseses
indirectly, of course, from the city of @harleston, South Carolina,

" Dowin on the water front in Manila lies an Amejican warship.
The skipper of this ship, Commander Wi:B. McClaran #r., whose home

1s at 1141 Benjamine avenue southeast in Grand Rapids, Michligan,
related to me last.night the fascinating history of this vessel,

Commander McClaren, incidentally, 1s a Grand Rapld llewspaperman
who for sixteen ycars has becen a member of the United Statcs
Naval Reserve, For the past five ycars he has been on active duly,

Last fall Commander McClaren's ship was ordered into the Charleston
navy yard to reccive somc new equipments None aboard the vessel

had the slightest idea of thc service which $he ship was to render.,
After her conditioning the warship procceded from Chayleston TO

Pearl Harbor. From Pearl she went on to Manila. In the month oI

April she commcnced her work of providing a substantial portion

of Manila's electricity. How does she do it? The answer is to be

found in the generators with which shc was equipped back in
Charleston.

THE WOITR W thiz American warship performs 1s not
revoulutionary,. It hao becn done before. The Lexington did 1T

for the¢ city of Tacoma, Washington some ycars back when the

municipal plant failed in that Pacific northwestcrn city. The

Italian metropolis of Naples was relicved of its darkened condition
when naval vessels ground out the olectricity during the invasion

of the peninsula, Still and all Commander McClaren's floating
powerhouse is one of the few ships of its kind in the world. The
electricity from this mansof-war rcaches dry lgnd by meains of

enornous cables, a thousand feect long, which are supported in the
water by floatation equipment. From carly morning to late av
night the humming generators make it possible to live in the cClitvy
of Manila (dcspite the efforts of the Japanese to destroy all
modern facilities). The electric lights shine in Manila oOnly
because of this naval vesscl...thesc elevators run up and down

in the bomb-battered buildings and construction contlnueSqse
reconstruction work..., Ifor the samec rcason,

... There!s nothing heroic, in thc acccpted sense of that word,
in the job which thc crew of this vessel performs. “Nevertheless,

it plays a major rolc in Manila's life, The men on the vesscl
haven't seen home in many, many months, Commander McClaren does

everything possiblc for thecir comfort and entertainiient. He has

set up a motion picture scrccn on thc dock along~side hls ship.
Since the ship has been here in Manila therc have been only Two
nights on which moviecs have failcd to show,

Have you c¢ver scen a movie in a down-pour of rain? 1 saw
one the other night in the field with the 43rd infantry division.
The..projector was housed in a truck, safe from the eleientS. AS
the rain came down in shects not a man left the ground (and there

were hundreds of mon watching thc picture) covercd by ponchos and J'f
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raincoats, Comnander McClaran tells mc the sane thing is truc
down on the docks of Manila. Therec arc a considerable number

of army mcn working the vicinity of the naval powecr shlp and they
have a standing invitation (of which they takce the fullest ad-
vantage) to attend cvery performacce They arc first run pictures
which you see back homc. They are a powerful link betwecn those
who fight the war against Japan out herc in the Philipplne
Islands...«a@8 powerful link bectwecn thesc nen and their loved

oncs in cvery state of the union.
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