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|Albemarle Boat Sink” g

WINESOR, Feb. 16.—Forty-nine|instead of trying to buck the winds would remember “if he lived to
vears ago this month, on February in Albemarle Sound. be a thousand vears old.”
# After the vessel had turned| By a quirk of fate, the life of

‘hat 1 1d to have been the! Ay
16, what 1s said to have ‘around and was under way, Chief|Mrs. Murphy. the wife of Chief

JgreatESt marltlme CataStrophe lniI\Iurphy went off duty and “rent!lv‘[urpth was saved. She had come
i I1the history of Albemarle Sound|to his stateroom to get some rest.|ghoard at Franklin. where thev
= |and its tributary waters, occurred|He had started to get ready for|lived. when the vovage started and
when the steamer ‘““Olive” sank in|bed when the storm, out of the|yas planning to g('; to Edenton a2nd
:: [the Chowan River after having north this time, struck the vessel|from there to the home of her
|- [been struck by a storm of tornado|with such force that it was cap-|parents in Windsor. However. she
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| strength. ~ |sized and the door of his room thinks she was forewarned. as she
The storm not only crippled the|forced open. left the vessel at Tunis. a landing
Vessel bUt ﬂOOdEd lt s0O COmpletel}' B’Iaking hlS way 10 the pllOt}ln Hertford (:Oun‘[\; apﬂ one Of th;
that most of those on hoard were|house, where Captain Withy was|]last ports of call made before the
drowned. ‘ . | “wrestling with the wheel, having| «Qlive” turned around and took
| Still living in Windsor 1s “Chjef’” |seen on his way that the piot|the train from there to Ahoskie
'J, T. Murphy who was assistant house itself had been torn loose|and Windsor. It is said that the
engineer on the vessel wnen it was!and was about to part Compan}?;ﬁrst news of the Catastrophe came
sunk and who continued service|with the vessel itself, he literally|tog Windsor when a telesram was
2 \Vith the company for some 20 fOI‘CCd the Captain to leave the%recei\?ed from her husbband after
< |years more. At his home here,|wheel and to seek safety outside.|his rescue. from Suffolk. Va.. the
Chief Murphy told the details of|This act eof his undoubtedly saved|pnext dav. The later remorts that
* |the sinking and the strenuous ef-|the captain's life. came out that dav listed Chief Mur-
~ |forts made by the officers and| There are many details of theiphv among those lost. but she re-
“lerew to save those aboard, some | fight put up by the officers and|mained because of already having
132 persons in all. It was reported|men of the crew, as well as by the had the telegram from her hus-
‘1at the time that 17 persons died in|passengers themselves, to save the hand
- {1the storm but because of the laclitlives of those aboard, but most of
lof records, the exact number 18/the passengers and some of theiwas Yake 'Lassiter. 4. nafive’ of
not known. - crew were trapped below deeksip:\ oo " Ghinf Murohy  how.
The ‘“‘Olive”” was a stern-wheel{and were unable fo get on deckie'\_e; sfatas OPWrat Liﬂqc?itr;r‘ i
river boat that plied between|and so drowned In their rooms. | -~ © ‘4 0 w}.fm Gt Orr Fiaih’ the
| Franklin, Va., and Edenton, mak-| The story of the drowning of alQm,_,m"'-';,r {-fﬁe;éel”%"ﬁ the 0;1,\, lifebo;f
|ing: the trip down one day and re- Negro preacher, the Rev. Georgei'{,w‘,[" . <3eh s (1,,{*.4;6‘,,,("1 R \f,]'
turning the next. It served the White, a very well-known evangel-| _ v:*h S LA
o1 I _ i va) en the tornado struck and
farmers and merchants on both|ist of his race, was one of the most | 5. .4 P el 1 Rk e 7 et <
sides of the Chowan River, even|heart-rending tales of the u-'recl;.}o‘;[,;ém" SDG’;T t"!—lj;bb;‘léircc of ﬂqe
then a highly-develoned and pros-|He was trapped below decks andini;hi’ui‘n ‘theli;”e’i;n“t S d lon . ba?‘:e
perous farming section. She was made desperate eiforts to get out, .04 o anéﬁgm*éa offshare “tn. the
of 987 tons burden and had seen|but when he realized that his fatc‘e‘;‘;te_fn lbﬂnk of the ;1:@" on'r-mfittv';
many vears of service in shipping|was sealed and that the rapidly}B‘;ndan I';i“ntatidn PARRE g, hlol_m_;
along the eastern coast. rising water would surely drown| " . " miaber  the well.known
Having left Franklin at about 11 him, he began praying for salva-|, T h ol e
, T . . : teller-of-tales of the early histor)
lo’clock on this Monday morning,|tion and those on the deck could,o_f ‘“the Albemarle *’
|the ““Olive’’ had proceceded down|hear his prayer until the rising; La;{:itﬁr Intos n'wox-'cd et
stream during the day, serving the|water shut it off. *‘»-Iouir‘;{ ';nd \:as swner ‘ol & g :
various wharfs and landings, pick-| Ancther fatality was that of thefleroﬁs f»a"d\'—"are bﬁ::pqg th':'m?h;
ing up passengers and freight for|young girl, some 12 ycars old, I;],m\," ‘f_civ; d"_;n,;i lg:j}- 2‘0{(\?1_
' points down-river and discharging{named Bennett, who was with heri\,eﬁ;{,g ?‘;Om"]'t i*-:“:w“iden;tm‘{hat' P
them at the various ports of call.|grandmother on way to Edenton. |3 . withv did not know that L‘l‘i
The vessel had been bucking a|At supper that night she had asked| . . ]‘.,;d‘ o tha dale Ttk et
S ey T R : GRPGE 12d entered the only lifebhoat
sadwind from the southwest for|{Chief Murphy 1if ‘‘he thougit 1t7that ok Saher’ frnth: thes iairhal
several hours which increased in|would rain’” and predicted that! ‘Tboié " 1';;; liﬁfﬂ“oa{ v*‘-;l R
intensity as time wore on and be-|they would all drown if 1t did. The.nm{ “"f' o eprans s, s
o . ; S __.eipart of the night on the anchored
cause of this fact, Captain George engineer assured her that even lf‘barffe Wete rescred  {he 81
H. Withy, a veteran river man,|it rained they would be all rigat. m st B el 41 e n.._;,.
Ja. s ‘morning by a tug, the Gazette,
lhad teld his erew that they would| When she was trapped with hmfowned B The’ Romar. Linshad O
turn around and procesd back to|grandmother, who was also a resi-| " o =Y Koy
e | . 1 | £ .« sipany, which landed them at Tunis,
the Harrellsville landing where dent of Franklin, the captain s: id!w‘hc“e thev took the train to Suf-
they would anchor for the night,lthat her cries were something he iy e £ R SNl Miritiee it
' the night on the sunken vessel’s
deck, whieh remained out of water.
were also rescued the next morn-
ing. by the erew pnf the ‘‘Marie
\t{ Reheris”™ of the Norfolk and South-
elern Line, which also plied the
' TiVer. ney were- taken to Eden.
y {ton. where thev 2150 entrained for
?fSuffo!_':"_ Thus 2a'l the survivers
|were brought fogether.
. The sinking of the “Olive’” will
¥emain as a storv of one of the
nain rivers of eastern <Carolina,
’'n Ch‘ﬂ-,-"a’-"*
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Another person listed as missing




