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Amplifying reports on the 2nd Battle of the Phl’®-"lne Sea,
althourh still subject to revision as more infomatio is recelved,
indicat es an overwhelming victory for the 3rd and 7th United States
Fleets., The Japanese Fleet has been decisively defeated and routed,
The second battle of the Philippine Sea ranks as one of the major
sea battles of Vorld War 2 in the Patific, together with the battle
of the Coral Sea, 4~8 May 1942; the Battle of iMidway 3-4 June 1942,
and the first battle of the Philippine Sea, 19 June 1944. Movements
of major Japanese Fleet units northward fram the Singapore area
were detected on 21 and 22 October ('71D). Submarine scouts sighted
the enemy force, sank two Atago class heavy cruisers and severely
damaged a third. Ships of the 3rd fleet were moved into position to
the eastward of the Philippines off Surigac Straits, San Bernardino
Strait and the Polillo Islands. On 23 October carrier searches
descovered 2 strong enemy maval forces moving eastward, one through
the Subuyan Sea and the othar through the Sulu Sea. Photozraphs by
carrier aircraft showed that the force mcoving eastward throught the
Sibuyan Straits ipcluded 5 battleships, 8 cruisers, and 13
destroyers. The force moving eastward through the Sulu Sea consisted
of 2 battleships, 2 heavy cruisers, 2 light cruisers, and 7 or 8
destroyers. As soon as the presence of the 2 enemy fleet forces in
the Philippine Islands was discovered on 23 October, hellcat
fighters, avenger torpzdo planes and hell diver dive bombers from
the 3rd fleet carriers were launched to attack both forces, In the
Sibuyan Seca, 1 battleship and 1 crui.ecr were severely damaged and
set afire and may have sunk, 3 othcr battleships received bombs and
torpedoes; 3 other heavy cruisers received bombs and torpedoes;
and 1 light cruiser was torpedoed, capsized and sank in the Sulu
Sea, Boab hits were made on both battleships. Cruisers and destiroyer
were strafed with rocket fire and machine guns. Meanwhile to the
castward of the Philiprirnes, enemy shore based aircraft were attack-
ing oup carriers. In the aerial battle that ensured, more than .50
enemy aircraft were shot down. Our losses, on which exaclt i.gures
arc not yet available, were light in this attack, The carrier
PRINCETON was hit by a bamb which caused a bad fire; later the
PRINCETON'S ma:azine blew up and the ship was so badly damaged ;that
she had to be sunk by our own forces. Also on-the afternoon of 23
October, a land based Navy search plare discovered the presence of
an enemy carricer force approximately 200 miles off Cape Engano of
northern Luzon, heading south. This force consisted of 17 warships,
including a large carrier, believed to be of the Zuikaku class;

3 light carriers of the Chitose amd Zuiho classes; 2 battleships of
the ¢lass with flight decs aft: a hoavy cruiser of the ilogam) ¢lass
a light cruiser of the Noshiro class, 3 cruisers of the Disc class;
and 6 destroyors., To meet this serious thrcat, the comander of the
third fleet, concentrated scveral of carrier Lask groups and
started northward at high speed for a dawn attack. These units of
the third flecet steamed north a full specd through the night and
caught the amemy so caapletely surprisca on the morning of the 24th
that thcere was no effective air opposition. Later in the forenoon




cnciy carrier alrcraft which had been refucled ashoere in the Philinnines
rlow out to join their ships which had alrcady met disaster., The cnomy
plencs arrived too late to get into the fisht and 21 were shot down by
our combatv patrols, In this action the following destruction was in-
flictoc upon the cnemy: One carrier of the Zuikaku class sunk hy carrier
alreraft; one light carricr of the Zuiho class crippled by aircraft and
later sunk by the gunfire of cruiscrs and destroyers; 2 light carriers
of thé Chitosc class sunk by carricr aircraft; 1 light cruisc:r or large
destroyer sunk by cunfirej 1 destroyer sunk by carrier aircraft; 1 cruiser
was scoverely damaged by carrier aircraft and was sunk during the night by
> submarine; damaged 1 battleship hl’r by 2 to 4 torpedocs and rmany bombs,

hattlcsmn hit by bombs; 3 cruiscrs damaged by bambs and guniire; 4
ie ‘oyers banb ed and st.r"lfed by EU.*LFer. None of the thlrd fleet ships
c::rxg.g_;agg'.;d with the cnemy carritr force were damared.,
The tnird fleet in this phasc of the action lost 10 plancs, 8 pilets
sd 10 airercwaen, all shot down by anti aircraft fire. Before all
tne damaged cnemy ships could be tracked down and destroyed, the unnagw
ent was broken off to piroceed to the assistance of 7th fleet coryi v
:scort groups then under attack off off Samar Island., Then enc '_.“ iorce
of buttl-:.:sf‘ips , crulsers and destroyers which had been attackced in the
olbuyan Sca, had sortied tlrough the San Bernardinoe Strait in svite of
damage 1nfliated by our carricr alrcraft, and had attecked units of the
fth flcet of{ Samay Island during the ..mrnlng of 24 October, In the
cnsuing battle, most of the ecnemys heavy ships were badly damasced by
7th flect unit s assisted by carrier aircraft from the 3rd flcct., 1
cruiser of the Mogami class was secoen to sink, and 1 destroyer was left
dead in the water, The enemy forec ran northwest from the sccnc of
the action, amd during the carly hours of darkness passed westward through
tho San Bernardino Straits, About 2 A, a stragegling cruiscr was sunk
by gunfire of the third flect. Meanwhile the soythern enemy force had
crosscd the Sulu Sca and ifindanao Scas, and had atteampted to pass
throuzgh the Surigao Streit., It met the 7th fleot in a night action, 24
and 25 QOctober, carricr alrcraft of the tlird fleet were launched
against the crippled and demaged cnemy flcct fleeing westward through
the Sibuyan Sca, Damage done to the enci during the retircment of the
3rd and 7th fleets and shore based aircrait of the Southwest Pacific
area, lncluded 1 Mogami claess sruiser sunk off ldindoro Island, 1
battleship possible sunk, ~nd 3 other battleships and 3 oth...r cruisers
{further damaged, The total drmage inflicted on the Japanes. flect during
Ehu period 22rd te 27 October, 1944 included:

SUNK: SiLVIERELY DAMACED ESCAPED II=~T A DAMAGE
Two hattle ships, AND MAY FAVT SUNK: CONDI TION
Four carricrs, One r-t"leship, Six battl: mhjps:.
51X lhieevy cruiscrs. Four cruiscrs. Four hcavy cruisers.
Three light cruisers. Two light cruisecrs, One lieht cruiser.
Threc small eruisers, or Scven destroyers., fen destroyers,
larce destroyers.
Six destroyers.

Daring the same actions the losses sustained by United St t.z
Naval forces vere bn light carrie r(PRINCETOH), two escort ciiilers, two
destroyers, onc gestroyer scort amd n fow lesser craft. The following
battleships seriowsly damaged at Pearl Harbor took part in thesc actions:
YEST VIR-‘CIII"I&, MARYLAND, TINNESSE, CALIFORNIA, and PENNSYLVANIA, Thc
new carriers LEXINGTON, WASP and HORNET also pe.r'blca.patcd in thesc actions,
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