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Motions Proposed as follow up to Dr. Cheryl Estes’ comments at the 1/25/05 Faculty Senate meeting
regarding the Academic Standards Committee “Proposed Revised Goals of the Liberal Arts
Foundations Curriculum.” The motions below operationalize the four changes I proposed during my
presentation to the senate at the last meeting.
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motion be put back on the tabie 10r | T discussion. 1 am not suggesting deleting every reierence to

1bera S 1ust some of the
[1l Arts, N |

Purple Motion: Change some of the goals in the areas of humanities, arts, basic sciences, and social
9
I

€S
sciences to return to more appropriate goals from the 1994 General Education guide im;*.»;_

That being said, 1 believe many of the goals su gge ested by the Commiuttee in the present report are
excellent. For example, I agree that: (a) Humanities and arts should be separated (as done in the
present report). This allows ftor clearer goals 1n each area; (b) The knowledge component i1s an
important and valuable addition.

However, there 1s ’n:;l'or problem that needs to be addressed: the goals under humanities and social
sciences are just like basic science. Current thinking indicates that Universities need to be moving
away from discipline driven applomhnx SO universities can prepare &tudum to be more responsive to
societal problems (e.g. Kellogg Commission Returning to Our Roots: The kngaged Institution). Thus,
[ have recommended some of the goals from the 1994 version of ECU s GE ﬂmndm'da that seem more
appropriate. The suggested changes related to this motion are in purple. (see pp. 3, 4, 5, 8, 9). An
alternative approach would be to refer the present report to an Ad Hoc committee mlh proportional
representation from the ECU faculty. This Ad Hoc committee could be charged with revising the goals
as appropriate before returning the present document to the Faculty Senate

Summary: The intent of these suggested changes is to ensure the best possible general education for

students at ECU. Any course that meets general education goals should be eligible for consideration
and should not be limited to pre-approved departments.




ACADEMIC STANDARDS COMMITTEE REPORT
Proposed Revised Goals of the Eiberal-Arts Foundations General Education Curriculum

The overarching goal of the Liberal-Arts Foundations General Education Curriculum 1s to
provide students with the fundamental knowledge and abilities essential to their living
worthwhile lives both private and public. The curriculum is based on the faculty’s belief that the
best way to prepare students for hvmg worthwhlle lives 1s to prowde them w1th a solid
foundatlon 1n the anities, basic arts and sciences, social sciences and a broad r

S¢ and al-Scte , In conjunction with a multl—dlsmplmary educatlon In the
spemﬁc areas of health promotlon and physu:al acttwty and mastery of wntmg and mathematlcs
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curri n should be conside Mu]tl dtsc1plmary scholarshlp In health promotlon and
phys:cal actmty 1S essentlal to promotmg, y health and physical well-being. Together these
disciplines provide the core knowledge base in which all other scholarship 1s grounded including
applied disciplinary, multi-disciplinary and interdisciplinary scholarship. The feundations
general education curriculum thus provides a common, unified knowledge and skllls base to a
body of students who will major in widely different subjects and who come from diverse cultural
backgrounds. Foundations courses give members of ECU’s diverse student body the shared
knowledge and abilities necessary to integrate their foundational education with their specialized,
professional education. Taken from the perspective of the students’ personal, private interests,
this foundation and its integration with specialized learning 1n the students’ majors enables
students to live broadly informed, responsible, worthwhile lives. From the public perspective,




this integration is essential to good citizenship 1n an increasingly global yet culturally diverse and
conflicted world.

Background

East Carolina University's program of general education 1s mandated by the Board of Governors
mission statement, Strategic Directions statement, and Strategies statement for the University of
North Carolina, and by the Board of Governors' mission statement for East Carolina University.
The sections of The General Mission of the University of North Carolina (Long-Range Planning:
The University of North Carolina Board of Governors, adopted November 13, 1992) directly
addressing general education are reproduced below:

1 ) UNC Statement of Mission ...to discover, create, transmit, and apply knowledge to address
the needs of individuals and society. This mission 1s accomplished through instruction, which
communicates the knowledge and values and imparts the skills necessary for individuals to lead
responsible, productive, and personally satisfying lives. (p.19) 1. Instruction: Through
instruction, an institution communicates existing knowledge and values and imparts skills to
successive generations of students. Instruction includes all of those teaching and related
scholarly activities that define the primary purpose of each of the constituent institutions of the
University of North Carolina. . . The basie contributions of colleges and universities to the state
and to the nation are made through students by their individual contributions through life as
citizens. Through instruction in the basic arts and sciences, social sciences, fine arts, and abroad
range of professional disciplines, the University prepares students to lead rewarding lives and to
function effectively in the work force and as responsible members of society. Thus, teaching and
learning constitute the primary service the University renders to society. (p. 20)

2) UNC Strategic Directions : IV. B. Improve the quality of undergraduate education. One of the
basic objectives assigned to the Board of Governors by statute is to improve the quality of
education. . . Educational quality 1s also determined by the breadth and coherence of the general
education, or core curriculum, and by the quality of the programs that constitute academic

majors.

3) UNC Strategies : Strengthen undergraduate degree programs. Urge institutions to establish
goals for their general education or core curricula and to review these curricula periodically to
ensure their breadth, coherence, and importance to the overall undergraduate degree program.

4) General Statement of Educational Mission. East Carolina University: (Long-Range Planning:
The University of North Carolina Board of Governors, adopted November 13,1992, p. 52): ...The
fundamental educational goal of the umversity is to provide students with a substantive general
education and to enable students and other constituents to secure specialized and
multidisciplinary knowledge.

Fundamental Goals

The Feundations General Education Cumculum is divided into four basic, core disciplinary
areas (Humanities, Arts, Basic Sciences, Basic Social Sciences), one multi-disciplinary area in
Health Promotion and Physical Activity, and two areas of competence: writing and mathematics.




The fundamental objectives of the courses in each area of the Feundations General Education
curriculum are presented as both the fundamental knowledge and the basw skills a course must
address in order for it to fulfill a Feundations General Education requirement 1n a specific area.

All toundational general education courses In the core 1 iberal Arts d ;%wlr}*» disciplinary
areas ihunmmtus arts, basic sciences, social sciences) must meet the three fundamental goa]s
of a foundational Liberal Arts education:

Students must learn the subject matter of one or more of the disciplines in each of the four core
areas (Humanities, Arts, Basic Sciences, basie Social Sciences).

Students must learn the fundamental concepts and research methods utilized in one or more of
the disciplines in each core area.

Students must learn the relevance of scholarship in the discipline and in its core area to the
student’s overall education.

All courses in the required multi-disciplinary area (Health Promotion and Physical Activity) and
competency areas (writing and mathematics) must meet the goals specific to each of these areas
stated 1n the approprnate section below.

Eoundations General Education Curriculum Goals for the Humanities

belrefsabeut-humanmtv—Fhese Humanities disets seek knowledge for 1{3 own sake as well
as for 1ts appllcatlon In domg this, they prowde the knowledge base necessary to problem-
solving applications in other scholarly fields. Scholarship in these disciplines addresses the
humanistic dimensions of culture, engaging and seeking answers to ultimate questions about
human existence. Where appropnate to their research methodology, these disciplines focus on
value, especially as regards the aesthetic, ethical and moral dimensions of public and private life.
Scholarly study in the humanities promotes the understanding and intellectual abilities essential
for living a worthwhile life and provides a basis for developing the knowledge and skills
required for broadly informed, ethical, interdisciplinary and professional specialization.

Courses earning Humanities credit must address the following goals:
Goal 1. Students will learn the subject matter of at least one discipline-in the humanities.

Rationale: Disetphnes+ ¢ humanities value knowledge for its own sake. Understanding
scholarshlp In the humamtles 1S essential to appreciating the importance of the humanities to all




aspects of human existence, to scholarly reflection on the meaning and value of human existence
and to achieving a full appreciation of life’s aesthetic, ethical and moral dimensions. This
knowledge is an essential part of the basic foundation necessary for sound, ethical
interdisciplinary scholarship and broadly informed, ethical professional specialization.

Goal 2—Students-will- learn-the research-methodeolegy-applied-by-disetplinesin-the-humanities:
Students-will-Hearn-the-prineiples-and-conceptsrequired-to-understand-and-conduet
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the-results-of these-actrvitiestn-aresearch-paper:

Rationale: Learning how-to-do-research-in-a basic-disciplinein-the-humantties-devetops-the
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Goal 3—Students-will- Hearn-about-the-discipline’s-contribution-to-general knowledge—Stuaents
wi-earn-how-the-diseipline relates-to-other-academiec-diseciplines-and-to-the non-academic-worta
and-teachine students-the-diseipline’s-impact-on-our-eculture-and-on-other-cuttures

Rationale—In-order-to-develop-a-unified-comprehensive-weorld-view-and-to-understand-ana-be
able-to-contribute-to-interdisciplinary-scholarshipstudents-must understand-the-contributionte
seneral-knowledge-of at least-one-diseipline-in-the- humantties;- how-disetplines-in-the humanities
relate-to-one-another—to-other-disciplinesand-to-the-nen-academic-world-and-must understand
speeific-examples-of the- impaect-of- this knowledge-on-theirown-ana-on-other-curtures:

Goal 2 . Develop the critical reading, writing, and thinking skills necessary to make,
communicate and implement informed decisions.

Component Rationale: Providing students with the ability to make, communicate, and
implement informed, responsible, and ethical decisions in any area of life--public or
private--requires that students develop their critical reading, writing, and thinking skills,
preconditions for achieving the remaining goals on this list.

Goal 3. Develop the ability to discover, evaluate, and communicate knowledge and to foster
a lifelong commitment to learning.

Component Rationale: Developing students' ability to discover, evaluate, and communicate
knowledge and fostering students' lifelong commitment to learning require that students
learn to understand and implement the activities and methods that create and critically
respond to the world's classics, religions, languages, literature and philosophy.

Goal 4. Enhance human potential and foster an appreciation of the humanities.
Component Rationale: Enhancing human potential and fostering an appreciation of the

humanities requires students to develop a commitment to historical, theoretical and other
dimensions of the world's classics, religions, languages, literature and philosophy.




Goal 5. Develop the ability to recognize a decision's ethical dimensions and to impart a
sense of responsible citizenship.

Component Rationale: Providing students with the ability to recognize and respond to the
ethical dimensions present in decisions in all areas of life and fostering in students a sense
of responsible citizenship require that students develop an understanding of basic ethical
theories and methods and that students develop their ability to recognize and critically
evaluate the philosophical foundations and the ethical considerations basic to academic
disciplines and to the human condition generally.

Eoundations General Education Curriculum Goals for the Arts

seek to create
art for art S sake for as well as for its socml polmcal and other appllcatlons Creatwe activity and
scholarly study in the Arts promotes the artistic talents and intellectual abilities that contribute to

the general well-being of humanity and that enhance the quality of each individual’s life-
experience. The Arts are integral to daily life. Personal, social, economic and cultural

environments are shaped by the Arts. Scholarly study in the Arts provides a basis for developing
the knowledge and skills required for both creating artistic expression and for appreciating the
value of artistic expression in all its diverse forms.

Courses earning Arts credit must address the following goals:

Goal 1. Students will learn the subject matter, the practice, the history, or the appreciation of the
subject matter of at least one art form. Students will learn the basic principles and practice in one
or more areas of the Arts. They will gain an understanding and develop an informed appreciation
of the importance of the Arts to areas of human activity and to life in general.

Rational: Learning either the subject matter, the practice, the history, or the appreciation of the
subject matter of at least one art form develops the ability to discover, evaluate, and
communicate knowledge of the Arts. This ability is essential to enhancing both the personal and
the public quality of human life.

Goal 2. Students will learn the creative methods and skills utilized by one or more :

diseiplines in the Arts, or they will learn the research methods used in scholarship addressmg the
hlstory or apprematlon of at least one of the Arts. Students will learn how to identify and critique
(i.e., “appreciate” in an informed, scholarly way) the creative persons, processes and products of

at least one Arts discipline.

Rational: Learning how to engage in creative activity in or scholarship in the Arts develops the
ability to discover, evaluate, and communicate knowledge of the Arts. This ability 1s essential to
enhancing both the personal and the public quality of human life.




Goal 3. Students will learn about the Arts’ contribution to society, to culture and to life in
general. Students will learn how the Arts relate to other academic areas and to the non-academic

world.

Rational: In order to develop a unified, comprehensive world-view and to be able to contribute to
interdisciplinary scholarship, students must appreciate the value and role of the Arts as they
impact on both the academic and non-academic dimensions of life, on our culture and on other
cultures.

Foundations General Education Curriculum Goals for the Basic Sciences

Core-disctphnestn-the Baste-Scrences—ecurre 21 - ast-Carohnag _ .
physies—chemistry—biolosy—and-ceology—These-diseiplines Basic science co seek ANSWers
to fundamental questl ons about the structure and funcn on of the natural world. These disciplines
seek knowledge for its own sake as well as for its application. In doing this, they provide the
knowledge base necessary to use in problem-solving applications in other scholarly fields. The
natural world is organized on a series of levels, each of which has unique properties that
supervene on the properties of the next lowest level. Scholarly study of the Basic Sciences
promotes the intellectual abilities essential for an understanding of these complex systems. The
study of the Basic Sciences promotes understanding of the scientific method and helps people to
create and to understand the technological advances upon which society depends. Successtul
interdisciplinary scholarship in the sciences is grounded on knowledge of the Basic Sciences. A
sound foundation in the Basic Sciences is essential to developing the knowledge and skills

required for broadly informed, ethical, interdisciplinary and professional specialization.

Courses earning Science credit must address the following goals:

Goal 1. Students will learn the subject matter of a one-core-diseipline-in the Basic Sciences.
Students will learn the properties and processes of one or more basic component of the natural
world.

Rationale: Scholarly study in the basic sciences promotes the intellectual abilities essential for an
understanding of the complexly interrelated systems of physics, chemistry, biology, and geology.
It promotes understanding of the scientific method — one of the primary ways of knowing,
allowing one to distinguish reality from speculation. It helps students understand the
technological advances upon which society depends and provides a basis for developing the
knowledge and skills required for broadly informed, interdisciplinary, and professional
specialization.

Goal 2. Students will learn the research methodology, principles and concepts required to
understand and conduct undergraduate-level research in a basic science. Students will learn how
to identify a problem in the science, how to formulate questions and hypotheses, how to design
experiments that isolate variables, how to collect and record data, how to interpret data and make
correlations, how to draw conclusions, and how to present the results of these activities in a
research paper. It involves laboratory study, which 1s important for understanding how science 1s
done, how experiments are carried out, and generally how scientists manipulate the world.




Rationale: This learning develops the ability to reason logically, and to observe and manipulate
the physical world.

Goal 3. Students will learn about the diseipline’s basic science’s contribution to general
knowledge. Students will learn that the Basw Sc1ences are connected and interdependent, how
the Basic Sciences relate to other academic disciplines and to the non-academic world, and the
impact of basic science on our culture and on other cultures.

Rationale: Basic Science never stands apart from the social and cultural context in which 1t 1s
practiced. It both conditions and is conditioned by society and culture. It is not the only path to
knowledge, but is the one that deals specifically with questions about the physical structure and

function of the world. Understanding the Basic Sciences is necessary to understanding the
interplay of Basic Science, politics and social policy as well as the crucial interplay among Basic

Science and technology, the social order and political decisions.

Eaundations General Fducation Curriculum Goals for the Basie Social Sciences

SOCTH Fhese-eore-diseiplines Social Science: study the past and present activities of
mdlwduals groups, and cu]tures These +nes seek knowledge for its own sake as well as
for its application. In doing this, they prowde the knowledge base necessary to problem-solving
applications in other scholarly fields. Each discipline utilizes theoretical, analytical, and

methodological techniques and perspectives in order to understand individual and group
behavior. Scholarly study in the Basic Social Sciences provides a foundation for understanding
real-world problems, including the underlying origins of such problems Achieving this
understanding is necessary for meaningful participation in society. Scholarly study in the
Social Sciences promotes the understanding and intellectual abilities essential for life in general
and provides a basis for developing the knowledge and skills required for broadly informed,
ethical, interdisciplinary and professional specialization.

Courses earning Basie Social Science credit must address the following goals:

Goal 1. Students will learn the subject matter of & one-diseiplineth the Baste Socal
Sciences.

Rationale: Scholarly study in the social sciences promotes the intellectual abilities essential for
an understanding of the interrelationships of individuals, group and culture. It provides for a
practical understanding of why the field exists, what its driving 1ssues are, and how scholars 1n
the field pursue those 1ssues.
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Goal 2. Develop a basic understanding of theories, concepts and scientific approaches
employed 1n the social sciences.

Component Rationale: The diversity of the social sciences should enrich students’
understanding of theoretical, analytical and methodological perspectives for appreciating
behavior and social interaction.

Goal 3. Acquire a basic understanding of the ethical questions and values associated with
the social sciences.

Component Rationale: Students should understand that the study of social science and the
applications of research have a moral as well as a scientific dimension.

Goal 4. Achieve a basic understanding of the historical and cultural developments that
underlie society.

Component Rationale: Students should understand that groups and societies exist and
evolve within both a cultural and historical context.

Goal S. Think critically, communicate effectively and use scientific and conceptual methods
In studying social science subject matters.

Component Rationale: Students should have experience in critically evaluating social
science findings and in communicating those findings using appropriate terminology.

Feundations General Education Curriculum Goals for the Health Promotion and Physical
Activity Disciplines




The health promotion and physical activity disciplines enable students to develop the knowledge
and skills required for the physically fit and healthy functioning human body. These closely
related disciplines create and critically examine scholarship addressing health and physical
activity. Scholarly study in the health promotion and physical activity disciplines promotes the
understanding and intellectual abilities essential to making informed decisions about how to lead
a healthy, physically active and fit life. Proficiency in engaging in life-enhancing group and
individual physical activity is essential to living a healthy, high-quality life. Scholarship in these
areas address behaviors and develop skills that have a positive impact on overall human
wellbeing.

Goal 1. Students will develop an understanding of the physical, psychological, and socio-cultural
factors and human behaviors that influence human health and affect the major health problems in

our society.

Rationale: The physical, psychological, and socio-cultural dimensions of health are interrelated.
To make informed decisions about how to lead healthy, productive lives, students must have an
understanding of these dimensions of health, and recognize behaviors and develop skills that will
have a positive impact on their well-being and the health of society.

Goal 2. Students will develop an understanding of the role of knowledge and personal
responsibility in fostering a commitment to human health.

Rationale: Acquiring health knowledge and skills enables students to make informed personal
health decisions and thereby positively impact the health of the individual and society.

Goal 3. Students will develop an understanding of the components of health-related physical

activity and their relationship to human health.

Rationale: Knowledge of the components of health-related physical activities is essential to
changing physical activity habits toward more healthful behaviors. The Surgeon General has
recognized the centrality of physical activity to maintaining human health. As such, increasing
the physical activity of our citizens is a priority National objective.

Goal 4. Students will develop or enhance physical fitness and lifelong sport skills.

Rationale: Individuals who possess physical activity or sport skills are more likely to remain
physically active in later life, and thereby will continue to experience the healthful benefits of an
active lifestyle.

Foundattons General Education Curriculum Goals for Writing and Mathematics
Competencies

Writing Competence
The wrniting competence curriculum focuses on student aptitudes rather than on a particular

content because composing 1s a recursive process that depends not on specific knowledge but on
fluent, flexible, creative thinking. To concentrate on the essentials of composing, the program




explicitly treats stages of process such as discovery, drafting, etc. It concentrates on exposition
and argument as the modes most useful for the student and the citizen. It teaches students how to
use library resources so that students may expand their access to knowledge essential for
informed discourse. The program emphasizes critical thinking as well as traditional rhetorical

skills because only 1nsight can generate substance for the writer’s craft to shape.
Courses earning writing credit must address the following goals:

Goal 1. Students will learn to use various heunstic and planning tactics in preparing a written
composition. In drafting and revising, they will learn to choose words carefully, exploit English
syntax fully, and ensure coherence. They will learn to edit for standard written English usage,
punctuation, and spelling. They will also become competent in using the computer to perform

those processes.

Rationale: The ability to engage in the writing process—discovering subjects, exploring
subjects; and drafting, revising, and editing manuscripts—is an aptitude fundamental to
academic achievement and to a full civic life.

Goal 2. Students will improve their reading skills in order to understand literally, to infer, to
recognize 1deological bias, and to evaluate. They will deepen their sensitivities to connections

and differences among texts. They will increase their capacities for reflecting on experience and
analyzing and solving problems creatively.

Rationale: The ability to engage in reading and thinking critically is an aptitude fundamental to
academic achievement and to a full civic life.

Goal 3. Students will learn the aims and means of the expositor and the advocate and will learn
to write 1n order to inform and to persuade.

Rationale: The ability to write clear and expository and argumentative compositions is an
aptitude fundamental to academic achievement and to a full civic life.

Goal 4. Students will learn to formulate research questions, identify and search both print and
electronic bibliographic indexes, locate resources in the library, and read widely for selected
kinds of information. They will learn to incorporate information gained from the library and
other sources into their compositions, citing documents appropriately.

Rationale: The ability to conduct bibliographic research and to use library resources effectively

in written compositions is an aptitude fundamental to academic achievement and to a full civic
life.

Mathematics Competence

The mathematics competence curriculum provides students with basic skills in mathematics or
logic.




Courses earning mathematics credit must address the following goals:

Goal 1. Students will learn Mathematics that is appropriate to their background and educational
needs.

Rationale: Mathematics is an important intellectual activity that trains students in logic and
deductive reasoning, which are important in analyzing and solving problems in all disciplines.

Goal 2: Students will learn to use mathematical or logical techniques and procedures in problem-
solving activities.

Rationale: Developing students’ problem-solving skills in the area of mathematics most

appropriate to their major course of study will empower students with knowledge to succeed 1n
their technological and quantitative studies.

Goal 3. Students will develop the ability to recognize and use the words and symbols of
mathematics or formal logic.

Rationale: This is a technological and scientific age, and mathematics 1s the language of
technology and science. It is very important for students to be comfortable with dealing with
1ssues in their discipline, and 1n everyday life, which are most commonly expressed 1n
mathematical terms.




