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journals—especially

- US. Research Libraries Search for \/Vays to Combat
Spnahng bubscnptlon Costs of Scholar] y Journals

Prices rose 18.2 per cent in 1986-87, study hnds; a [ew publishers account for most of the increase

By JUDITH AXLER TURNER
Responding to complaints that publish-
ers of scholarly journals arc engaging.in
“pricc gouging'' and ‘‘profitecring,’ the

Association of Rescarch Librarics has de-

cided to cxplore alternative publishing ar-
rangements,
having small American publishers. bcgm

new Journala Lo. coir_npr..t:: with the maJor. |

-;-Ll ”"

Journal publtsh'crs .-:'.'; : "-* 1'-'- Sy
AI the same. III‘HE co[!f:g::s and universi-

.5'-',- l]r:s are, cultmg anI\ on subscriptions and

R %cxplonng ways (0 cut costs by shaning sub-
X .scriptions among themsclvcs.

The moves come on the heels of a study
by the association that found a median rise
of 18.2 per cent in journal prices in 1986-
87—with the grealesl incrcases coming
from a small number of publishers.

Libranans point out that more and more
those priced over
$200 a ycar—come from fewer and fewer
publishers, most of them overscas. Al-
though the drop in the value of the dollar
has hurt hbranes, librarians say that sub-
scription prices have risen far more than is
warranted by the changing exchange rate.

“If the major scicnlific and technical

journals are published by a limited number

of publishers, they have a kind of monopo-
ly," says Jeflrey J. Gardner, director of
the association’s Office of Management
Scrvices. "*We nced to work with other
publishers and university presses to begin

“including the possibility “of

u;uons
"bast

to produce journals in direct compeltition
with some of thc ones we think are so over-
priced.!’

1--'I‘_hc association will look at options this

summer as part of a study of journal pric-

ing.*The study, to be done by professional
economists, will determine the effects on
sub'scriptinn prices of currency fluctua-
lnﬂauon
‘and * more pugcs
changcs in those areas. force prices up.

The holdings and expenditures of major
rescarch libranies in the United States and
Canada are listed on Page A6.

Many hbranians behlieve, however, that
publishers are simply trying to charge as
much as the market will bear.

Publishers, they say, realize they have a
capltive audicnce, Librarmans cite a line
from a lctter sent by one publisher to his
company's stockholders: **Historically, li-
brarics have been concerned with the qual-
ity of the contents of journals, with the
price being of lesser importance.™

Part of the problem, says Michacl A.
Keller, associate university library for col-

‘lection development at Yale University, is

academe itself, which often rewards facul-

ly members for the number of articles they

have published, rather than for the quality
of the arlicles. :

a bmallcr subscnption- ..
Pubhshcrs say ~

Mr. Keller hopes to rou$e libranans 1o
urge scholars to reevaluate tenure and pro-
molion policies that depend on the number
of articles they publish. **The mecaning of
‘contribution to knowledge’ now has finan-
cial implications-to the whole communi-

ly, he says.
Yale 1s one of the universilies interested

- In supporting electronic publishing—the
distribution of scholarly articles over com-

puler nctworks, Mr. Keller says. **The
priccs of journals arc so high that if we can
cul the publishers out, we should do so,"
he adds.

The Research Librariecs Group, a con-
sortium of 37 hbranics, has polled its mem-
bers to find out which oncs subscnbe lo
what publications, and whether they in-
tend to continue those subscriptions, as a
first step in a cooperative effort to develop
thetr collections.

Librarics will then be able to cancel sub-
scriptions with the knowledge that a jour-
nal 1s available elsewhere through inter-
library loans.

Ninc universities in the Midwest are also
exploring the possibility of shanng their

journal collections so cach can subscribe

to fewcer publications,

In Canada, institutions arc banding to-
gether to try to work out bulk-purchase
arrangements with foreign publishers. Li-
brarics there must cope with a devalued

Continued on Puge Ab
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Libraries Seek Ways to Combat Rising Journal Costs

Continued from Page A4
Canadian dollar, Peter L. [Freeman,

chicllibrariannt the University of Al-
bertn, points out that Cunndinn -

brarics it pay North Amecrican
subsc prices, which arc sct in
U.S. . The dollar currently is
valucd about 20 per cent higher than
its Canadian counterpart,

Dollar’s Drop Is a Factor

Subscriptions (0 journals range
from under $50 a ycar lo more than
$8,000 for Chem Abstracts, an indceX

of chemistry journals. Publications in - - _ :
mie increased prices 61.1 per cent in

sciecnce and - engincering typically

! ':'. :a::fil:':

cost the most, in part becnuse the
developments in those liclds occur so
rapidly that scientists and cngincers

nre dependent on journals—rather

than books, with their slower publi-
cation cycles—to keep up, and so arc
more willing to pay higher priccs.

Prices have been rising for several
yenrs, but they jumped sharply last
ycar because of the drop in the value
of the dollar. Most ol the high-priccd
journals are published overscas.

For example, subscriplions to
Brain Rescarch wenl from $2,871 in
1986 to $3,826 in 1987; Verlag Che-

3. fa J'H‘nfl'rir.
i “"11‘! ‘.I"’l I'i" ji.ﬂ' -rl d".:} 'L

1987 wnd Synthetic Metuls wenl
[rom $232.50 in 1985 (o $850 in 1987,
All arc published abroad,

L]

Some Subscriptions Canceled

Not only arc subscnption-pnce in-
crcasces out of line with the dollar's
decline, say librarians, but' North
American subscribers "arc charged

[ar morc than other subscribers, even®

taking postage charges inlo account.

The Journal of Plasma Physics costs ~
$80 in England, where it is published,"

and $195 in the United States, World
Economy costs $42 in England but

~ $100in lhc United Slatcs. 7

l'ﬂ","l f..l t_‘\_ ﬂ%@"i&” '.-r_ =

The most rccent comprehensive

study, in 1984, put the average difler-
cntial between Curopean and North
Amecricun subscription prices at 67
pcr ccenl,

To rcdress the balance between
spending on books and journals, li-
brarics arc canceling subscriptions.

® The librarics at the University of

‘lilinois at Urbana-Champaign saved

$166,000 last year by culting sub-
scriptions to 1,383 journals in its col-

. lections. -“The universily's librurics
~have some 90,000 subscriptions—

{few of them duphcat:s afler a mass

cancellation ‘several years back' to
hold down costs. The engineering li-
brary alone cut 161 journals from the

nearly 1,200 in its collections.
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x The University of Califormia at
Berkeley ran $300,000 over its 32.5-
million budgetl in 1987, and cul the
number of serinlx to which It sub-
scribes by about 10 per cenl.

« Corncll and Stanford Universi-

lics canccled subscriptions last ycar
when cach was faced with possible
$600,000 overruns in its library-malte-
rials budget.
" m The library at the University of
Wyoming has asked academiuc de-
partmeanls to help cut out up to 10 per
cent of the penodicals subscriptions
to ofTsel increased prices.

“It'sa warof attrition,” says Rich-
ard L. Dougherty, dircctor of the k-
brary at the Universily of Michigan,
“*Eventually everybody will lose.™
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Tolal Tolal

Volumes ~ Volumas Current " Total Volumes - ‘Yolumes Currenl

Harvard U.
U. ot California

al Los Angeles .......
U. of Callfornia

al Berkeloy

Rank'
1

in library

11,284,170

5,625,521 °

7,031,934

U, ol lllinois
TR R
U. of Texas

U. ol Toronto

8,391,707
7,190,443
5,598,363
5,753,629
5,563,396

added

. 232,559

. 257.027

206,181

serials

102,000

83,467

99,065

slatf

1

1030

730

756

expenditures?

1 $34,792.739
29.428.949

26,998,169

U. of South Caruiina. =
Southern lllinois U
U. of Delaware

* In libetary -~

2,225,572
1,950,400 | .

1,778,915

added

58.435 .

97,135

55,450

serials

19,163
21,283
21,637

expenditure st

¢ 6,152,360

7,158,730
7,362,963

160,953
193,407
167,055
179,838
186,408

56,412
93,913
49,780
79,772
38,922

679
547
621
S77
727

21,855,300
15,346,678
25,852,247
16,258,070
20,374,225

Eal A i e s o
Columbla U

U. of Washinglon ..

U. of Wisconsin

U. of Minnesola

4,818,377
5,625,925
4,658,911
4,713,250
4,382,656

136,220
121,276
158,790
101,202
112,850

98,722
42,779
55,590
50,607
38,630

532
624
471
494
428

17,517,507
20,008,645
16,041,230
17,253,686
17,881,544

U. of Chicago

U. of North Carolina....
Pennsylvania Stale U...
LINO SIME U, acnatnrsnn
Princelon U.

4,865,137

3,414,643
2,868,342
4,169,610
3,961,415

L I b o s nawed
U. .

D
R

U. of F’unnsylvama .....

3,239,055
2,604,601
3,591,197
2,407,696

#

3,442,388

113,277
118,308
145,074
109,546

109,948

23,214
44,797
29,080
31,762
33,140

104,623
83,871
92,215

114,490
85,949

31,423
506,149
34,452
19,041
28,435

'-A_

336
409
460

455

380

13,424,913
13,967 683
14,895,629

15,397,844

13,762,225

Brown U. >
York U, {Gnlarm}

Brigham Young U....
U. of Rochester
LR T e
U. ol Colorado
Virginla-Polylechnic

Institutle and State U..

2,065,334

. 21,046
- 1,646,482

57,499

15,470
18,598

8,225,474
7.552,081

. 1,863,224
- 2,549,057

- 1,576,560
246,136

63,582
47,245
53,251
28,140

1,593,757 00,541

- 17,647

- 13,876
16,487
13,755

20,040

1,957 247
7,772,438
7,921,184
7,181,127

7,394,504

lowa Slate U
U. of Oregon
Cartmouth C
U. of Waterloo?
U. of Utah.....

55,895
60,452
58,869
64,747 -
28,666

1,708,592
" 1,765,633
- 1,664,847
1,533,271
1,646,550

20,244
20,536
20,414
15,000
14,348

0,449,772
0,408,666
6,438 581
5,925,791
6.814,662

366
383
J19
465
372

11,807,837
10,609,060

11,398,777
15,664,381
12,599,830

U. of Calilornia at Davis
Now York U.
U. ol Virginia
Arizona State U.” .......
U. of British Columbia ..

2,159,970
2,920,175
2,902,823
2,215376
2,639,439

86,492
72,755
102,177
122,690
88,131

20,004
32,493
23,489
31,366
22,833

324
367
J41

351
419

12,808,628
13,978,558
13,258,591
11,436,506
11,893,424

U. ol Nﬁlra Dame
o L AR

Florida Stale U.2.....

North Carolina Slatle U..
C‘uean's U. al Kingslun .

1,794,564
cus . )
.ee .81° 1,667,720
1,201,552
1,672,271

57,460
54,497
45,718
96,661
40,470

15,871
15,480
17,699
15,373
15,560

6,234,615
6.552,253
6,657,342
1,218,187
6.164,613

e
\'.ash]nglun State U.
State U. of New York
al Stony Brook
U. of Oklahoma
Georgla Institute
ol Technology

‘o 1,492,864 38,511

45,382
43,371

. 1,566,698
. 2,192,100

1.532.193° - 68.582

21,098

12,331
17,417

28,805

6,773,071

7.268,991
. /45,844

4,154,158

U. of Alberta’

Northwosioern U, ......
U. of Florida

U. of Southorn Callfornia
Johns Hopkins U.

2,658,752
J,270,365

2,484,152
2,670,600

. 2,605,601

93,512
80511
79,610
97,372
78,204

21,422
32,304
29,512
33,071
20,177

401
J50
404
J85
09

11,785,086
10,650,409

10,952,521

12,685,650
10,831,473

U. ol Tennessee
U. of Houslon
U. of Calilornia
al Riverside
McMaslor U,

| T1%:1,587,838
. 1,526,291

39,653
. o 1:551

1,303,872 °;

2 '55,394
1,258,534

47 942

14 .372.
22911

13,615
11,108

9,909,115
2,945,170

6,629,959
0,400,524

L), OF TEW R s ok v's o5 oa
U. ol Kansas

McGIll U,

. Michlgan State U, ......
U, of Maryland

2,839,825

2 620,805

2,390,943

2,431,842 .

1,856,510

89,049 .

70,925
62,640
86.578
83,642

. 26,986
" 25,745

18,262
19,175

21,756

259
292
324
320
321

9,029,382
10,187,931

10,982,859

10,397,545

10,934,347

U, of California

. al San Dlego
Howard U,

. U. of Hawali

Massachusolls Instituto

of Technology

40
41

42

1.810.844

1,618,259 '

2,164,497

2.062.818

74,428
83,680
77,633

i s

54,498

20,273
26,775

32,989

21,296

11,967,176

10,045,835
8,035,702

9,292,380

). of Manlloba

U. of Gualph

J. ol Alabama . ..

State U. of Now York
al Albany’......

'_' 1.431.307
1.706.238
; 1,683,117

54,092
71,628
40,667

45333 .

12,020
10,218
17,358 5.244.022

16,399

6,241 521
4 487 507

°.7335,900

Case Weslern Reserve U.
U. of Saskalchewan ....

U. ol Now Meoxlco
Konl Stato U

21,194,962

&~ 1912133, -
'+ 4,.1,300,773 *
1.276,809
1,638,383
1,103,752

35,812 . .
48,877 -
35,190
30,133
34,201

++ * 13,804
10,092
10,669

12,018

>,884,392
2,619,647
6,522,692
6.377.416
4,909,475

7,349

Wayne State U7 ........
Syracuse U. c.....c0c...
U. ol Massachusolls .....

Boslon U .
. Loulslana Stale U

43

Fer
45
46
47

2.179.666

2,217,231

2,199,402

. 1,622,336

2,270,617

61,745 .
" 64,083 ‘'
71,030 .
54_6?41' .y

61,895

23,774
21,244

15,954

o4 29177 |
23,327

9,668,092
71677311
9,025,395
0,990,001
8,095,082

" Texas ABM U. ......... v
U. of Weslern Ontario ..
+ Georgetown U, ........ :
U. of Cincinnall

U. of Conneclicut®

48 .
48
S50

1,581,754
2,074,443

————

1,723,660 .
1,895,088
1,613,442 *

i

69,746 ; -

60,069

66,530

995,650
65,403

17,661~
18,375

21,035 ‘.

19,568 .
21,349

9,022,614
7,563,768
9,149,465
10,519,089
8,701,223

U. of Calilornia

al Santa Barbara
U. of Kenlucky
Purdue U

2,006,423

1.806,039 -

© 2,043,393 .

1,746,662

58,707

62,203
54,674
63,237

' .,18,383

15,600
20,759
20,804

248

239
266
265

9,061,297

10,376,881
8,282,161
7,350,599

U. of Laval

Washinglon U. (Mo.)....
Vanderbill U, ........ o
ST | S N A

U. o
U ilornia al Ilrvine

U

S7
39
60
b1
62

1,595593 ~

2,120,974
1,711,774

.1 1,952,583
v 2,969,230 ;¢

1,306,730

1,889,500 °

57,785 .
49,487
56,985

63,939 -

53,129
68,400
59,785

14,142
17,884
18,098
16,296
17,407

- 17.369

23,511

270
228
256
266
249
224
206

8,466,612
8,793,639
8,508,061
7,128,893
6,441,179

9,838,430

6,429,384

Nole: Inslitutione are asked 10 report llgurea lor thelr maln campusos only, unless a branch campus is indlcated,
'  Based on an Index ceveloped by the Assoclation ol Research Libraries 1o measure the rolative size of univuriitf
| librarles. The Index lakes into account the number ol volumes held, number of volumes added, number ol curront
. sarlals, 1otal expenditures, and size of stall, Five Institutions choso not lo have thutr index figure calculatod; thoy
 appear al the and of the list of university librarles,
Figures lor Canadlan librarles are expressed In U.S. dollara.
Includes branches as well as the main Imlltutlan

Dala not avallable.
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Oklahoma Stalo U,

InCiona U

U. ol Michigan ......

U. ol Pitisburgh

Rice U,

Slate U. of New York
at Bulfalo

Boslon Public Library

1,440,780

| 3,801,945
Bl 6.019.919
*  2.741.834
1,323,470

31,801
115,003
135,011

02,076

47,9335

2,436,454 72,120

- Non-wnven ;5'1'2)' Libraries

Yolumes
added

239,51

Volumes
in Ubrary

5,806,895

Canada Inslilule lor Scientilic
and Technical Inlormation,

Ottawa, Ontario”

2,074,181 90,717

Center for Resoarch Librarios.

Chicago

Library ol Congress.
Washingon

Linda Hall Library,
Kansas Cily, Mo. ..

2,661,183 30,711

20,957,228

268,690

17,800

----------

Nationa! Agricultural Library,

Bellsville, Md.>

Nauonal Library of Canada,

Otllawa, Onlario

Nalional Library of Medicine,

Bethosda, Md

Newborry Lidrary, Chicago....
New York Public Library,

Now York Stato Libra
ATORNY, MY sinnnna

[y,

----------

Smithsonian Instlitution,

Washington?

10,101 4,322
33,975
67,115
. 23,058
11,721

24,085

Currenl
sorials

954
12,935,746
18,851,310
11,162,154

4,826,953

89,352,679

Tolal
expandiiure 8!

10,048

31,2350

13,836

LOUnCE,;

224,191,531

17,657 .644

2,851,632

75,000 07 275,530,000

2,634,686
11,098,000
24,728,638

17.616.512
5.781.460

24.036.64
7.408 001

5.176.826
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