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CHARLES T. BROWN, M.D. ¢ 832 MEDICAL ARTS BUILDING ¢ SAN ANTONIO 5, TEXAS e« CApitol 7-6331

15 August 195%
Colonel Edmund J.Lilly, USA

508 Ogkridge Avenue
Feyetteville, North Carolins

Y
F

~ e - ‘#’W"ﬁ w e ﬁxj?l.-‘; j.(:" -y

Dear ColoneliLilly:“

Thenk you for your nice letter of some days ago, which
haes been impossidble for me to answer inasmuch as 1 have
been out of town. I am indeed sorry that I missed you

on your visit to San Antonio last April; however, let us
hope that you will again visit us. & -

I am enclosing a more "generous" piece of the rope for
your collection of memorablis (pleassnt and otherwise),
of our experiences on Bataan and subsequent imprisonment.
I now relaete to vou the story as it was given to me, and
how the piece of rope came into my possession:

Sometime in 1947, I had the occasicn to meet a lajor
Covington who had just returned from occupation dutly
in the Philippines. He was & member of the Corps of Military
Police, end in the course of his duties with the Provost
Martisl of Manila he had the pleasure, dubioas or otherwise,
i in the particéipetion of hanging of Generasl Yamashita, the
- erstwhile self-styled "Tiger of Malaya™, Following the
triel of Yamashita in Manils, he was confined at vhe New
Bilibid Prison at Muntinlupa, to await execution. The
night before, he wag given the ususl privilege of the
condemned, of some lest favor., He asked for writing materials
and o case of American beer, which was granted him, He
sat up 21l night drinking beer and pursuing his correspondence
in a rather dilstory fashion, to the end that when deylight
came, he had almost finished the beer but had but few .
letters written. He was taken from his cell protesting that
"he must have more time to finish his letters”, however,
the Americans seemed to prefer to get along with the
business at hand., Accordingly, he was marched to a scaffold
nearby, c¢lothed in an 0ld suit of G.I. fatigues, and

summarily the trap was sprung.

When the o0ld gentleman was cut down, the hanging deteil

cut up the "one-~inch" Manila hemp rope into small sections

of approximately six inches each in length and kept them -

for souvenirs., Apparently, the Major, thought that 1 having
suffered more at the hands of Yamashita than he had, presented
me with the plece of rope.

- I consider it a most appropriate souvenir for you.

Sincerely your friend,

Charles T, Brown
Lt.Colonel USA (REt e )
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Texecuniony rﬂgdratu T T e e
¢t “honorable,” -awaits Yama 3h1ta3;
f predecessor in the Phill ippines, Lb. *‘f
fa. Gen. Masaharu Homina. 3
Hew‘ht Of Shame b
eath on the gal 10\ﬁ3-~1@t*,...haed §

L'ﬁ.L
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.,‘1‘1 Japan as the height of shame—
5| Was I ated out for the SLOCKY offi=|
Far - condoning such airocities {:
¥ | oy his men in the latel days of the}
' |war. as the February, 1945, Tape Of
| Manila. i
& Two other Japanese WCIE emecut-
W | ed with him. :~
_ .a'z;i The mu;,,_._,mg;
i oo ft ST J.G"}Gd

;gi-'_} nNances 011 Ofd
- A* thur, who 0O anded
%

foe a, disgrace to the nnh,*u*“f Pro= §
ib | fession, took place southeast of Ma-§
1& ' nila ne v Los Banos, in Lagunasg
d province.
Executed Near Toriure meene .
The end oY vamashita tiius came {3
nwot far from the Los Banos camp |
' where his soldiers 1:.*:"1 "Lm;d dnd
‘{mltu* ed thousands ©i “
3011&1“%
. Death was at dawn.
-%"IOi Final bta.*fc’_mr it
e | General Yamashita. W
| fought but failed 10 SLCD
: "" | General MacArthur reinvadi
q_n Philippines, commented In
P:e| statement:
| w«As T said in Manila supreme|
o court that I have done with all my
. & | capacity. No, I don 't ashame in front
;n of Giod for what I have done when|
' 1 have died. B‘ub if you say t0 me_
:t -*--? “VYou do not have any "Lbﬂit‘y’ 0|
"t command Jap;ma-«e army, 1 mauldx
"ir-'f say nothing for it, for it is my own '

l

“ftsnatur
- ;-.e'f nMacArthur had branded Yama-

|
|
;.....! hita, for his condoning of at roci-|
. ties as a blot on military history. }
11 Z Others Executed ;
} He was followed 10 the scaffold;
.~ | by Lt. Col. Seichl Ohta, former rlt,a,rh
ir of the Japanesc hﬂm“m}. ral (thoug ht |
'+ police) in the Philippines, and la-i
:m‘l kuma Higashigi, Japanese civilian;
_ i_ interpreter. |
IO ’Ihet vere convicted of torturing
' | and killing Filipino uml..u S. |
'&amhkvm s final stafement poh
g of “good treatment, kindiul a tritude ¢
from vour good-na cured  oificers:
who all the time protect me.” ¥
5*55'; “I never forget for what they ha
- done for me even if I have die c'i

!1 he said,
9-1 ,{ *“I don’t blame my executloners.

’H’ '1 will pray God bless them.

9*"‘& Three generals of Mac Arthursf
ED 1;,1--,:‘rdff came to Maniig~from iokyof’
h‘nifef ‘n connection with tiie exec ruflon. ¥
0’11*‘3 Tll.._.““" included Brig. Gel Le-“landf’t
gl - Lw of ,ﬁ..fﬁuﬁr nur's pub‘m rela- i
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‘Orient)

‘shita’s fifth 1nia

'ed at Kota Bhary

‘eastern coast about 32

of Singapore.

L. This was a diversion.
- “sorce, reinforcgd DY the Im] :
| Guards division, swept across the |

i porder from Thailand and pegan |
tadvancing the 400-odd miles down|
ithe western coa t. B

PBritish air power 1l Malaya Was %
1t and unorthodox |

‘knocked oufb,
‘shore-to-shore operations Vv J_
passing prepared 2llied defense on| 2
she road to Singapolt. E
4 Controlled Peninsula o
¢ By Jan. 31, 1942 Yamashita con-| -i
‘trolled all the Malaya peninsula |
tand, on Feb. 15, he accepted the| |-
‘surrender of Singapore 1rom Brit- | =&
sh Lt. Gen. A, E. Percival. =
+ Yamashita testified at his Manila ok
trial that he had long been out of|{ |
favor with Premtier-Dictator Hideki| R€
HTojo beeause he had said war witn{
the United States was «“undesirable” ! r\]ri
land that after Singapore he Was| gy
#exiled” to Manchuria. o1
> TIn early October of 1944, he ar-|A
frived in the Philippines to tage Q“Jer*il‘f{
‘the Japanese 14th army alea. Eightf{
‘days later the. Americans invaded | of
Jeyle. | at
. He met with one military dis |
‘after another until on Sept. 2, £
he came c..t of his mountain hide-} ;
d surrendered at bag 1 &
s captured

. _ wpiained that
general was well supplied with whis=| ]
wky and had 100 head of cattle {o

tkeep himself In beefsteak while they

rere hy=-1 &

-

ne a creen uniform, his

£ \ Eﬁliﬁiilr_}
torations and polished hrown oo

twith spurs,; went on trial for h
i‘th*‘e before the American cornmis=
Ssion.,
i The prosecution pa
‘who testified to the
the rape and murder of
~# innocents, and the ruthless |
ion of American prisoners of war.| 93

the stand, Yamashita assert~|

LG

nad ordered his own 1rocDs| Z2

raded witnesses! |
cack of Manila,|
thousands|
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TIHE - Same  time” compiained that thej
general was weil “1 plied mhh wnm-
wky and had 100 head m

Keep himeelf in beed

St"il"i‘tl

YJ 58 nil"-" 1 gleen 1.5.'1'1111':11"1"11.
?om ions and polished ‘.:;x_mm
}with spurs,s went on _trial f ,
‘hi—* hefore the American commis
E 51011, '
'g The prosec uticn paraded witnesses
‘W"‘ﬂ testified to tin" .‘Suxn of Man
*‘-;’;#3 mm murder of

and the ruthles

AII}.“I c* 11 PriSONers (}f

| star Y amashitg
"'~=erji e h:d f‘lfdr"‘l ed his o‘;:
: out of Manila and that it
;ied by m..w‘z forces. :
! Yamashita denied that he had
E cissued orders “to wipe out all Fili*;é
EZpi?.{u‘% or that he had boasted he|
“Iwould dr: ag MacArthur into a roomiJ.
dlm force him to sign articles of B’;
bL‘lltIth“ - l

On Dec. 7, 1945, the commission
‘leondemned him to be hanged.

- On Feb, 4 the U. S. supreme court
tm*ne_;. down ms pled, to mtexvere
;L:l:ﬁ'f:: MacArthur from Tokyvo af-!
‘fu med the (?ea*n sentence with a|
scathing denunciation of Yama-
shita.

":
i
; £
‘ MacArthur ordered Yamashita
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- .
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2

e hanged iIn secrecy after ruei
“stripped of uniform, decorati
and other ap )Ltr..e.na:‘ir: S S1gl i
mg merr persh ]

t session.” He s
! shita’s men “are a stain uj ;
zation and constitute a memory of| p
{ shame and dishonor *hﬂt can never; g
1 be forgotten.” o
@  Yamashita’s last hope was that; ¢
:i President Truman might act, but;

| on Feb. 8 the pr Sid&ut sent a sec-
retau to tell newspapermen
would‘ :uot int ﬂwﬂﬂe

{n e+
el

3
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o
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which at least half probably still aTe |
{in the army. But many would

stin demobilization centers, no langu T
';‘% assigned to fighting Iormation. iC

._#

ng
There was little {fear o*’ troubie | &
Hwith the Indian army.” The m:..nr3
‘md;"ﬂ} are of the hardy, Northern, "
lhrﬂ:- Technical and administration| P
EJbe are helﬂ largely by the ‘:‘«Oum-f =}
{! ern. non-fighting races. The North-|t¢
| 'ﬂiemel recard themselves as pr::z—-: J8
 fessionals and display no interest in| ;R
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