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ABDOMEN. 

PELVIS—No. 6 

SIDE WALL OF THE PELVIS. 

Running along the side wall of the pelvis is seen the white line or arcus tendineus, from which 
the levator ani takes origin, and which extends from the back of the symphisis pubis to the spine - 
of the ischium. Above this level, the pelvis is lined by the obturator internus muscle, and at its 
upper margin is the notch by which the obturator vessels and nerve escape from the pelvic cavity. 

In this case there is an abnormal obturator artery, arising from the deep epigastric artery, and 
accompanied by a vein which joins the internal iliac vein. There is only a very small obturator 
branch from the internal iliac artery. 

Below the white line, is the pelvic diaphragm, composed of the levator ani and coceygeus 
muscle on each side of the body. On the front of the sacrum lies the pyriformis muscle, with the 
anterior sacral nerves, from which some branches pass forwards to supply the levator : ani muscle on 
its pelvic aspect. 

The figures indicate— 

1. Aperture for the urethra. , = 7. Pyriformis muscle. 
2. Anal canal. _ 8. Coceygeus muscle. 
3. Levator ani muscle. 9. External sphincter muscle. 
4, Arcus tendineus of the levator ani, Or white line. 10. Obturator canal, for vessels and nerves) 

of the pelvic fascia. s 11. Aperture for ilio-lumbar vessels. 
5. Obturator internus muscle. 12. Anterior sacral nerves. 
6. Ischial spine. oe 13. Bulb of the penis. 

 


