THE EDINBURGH STEREOSCOPIC ATLAS OF ANATOMY

HEAD AND NECK

POSTERIOR TRIANGLE——N 0. 1.

A PORTION OF THE CLAVICULAR HEAD OF THE STERNO MASTOID MUSCLE HAS BEEN TUR\TED
ASIDE TO EXPQSE THE TRIANGLE MORE COMPLETELY '

. -The posterior triangle of the neck is a narrow triangular space bounded in front by the posterior border
of the sterno-mastoid, and behind by the a.nterlor border of the trapezius muscles while the base 1s formed by
the middle third of the clavicle. ' - ~
The posterior belly of the dlgastrlc muscle d1v1des the space into two parts, an upper called the OCCIPItal
and a lower called the supraclavicular or subclavian triangle. (See Front of the Neck—No. 46.) 3
In the occipital triangle are found the occipital artery and the great occipital nerve for a short distance at
the upper part, while, lower down, the Splnal accessory nerve crosses the space obliquely from in front down-
wards and backwards. The 3plemus capitis, levator anguli scapule, and scalenus medius and posticus muscles
form the floor of this part of the space, and several important structures are related to them. The anterior
- primary divisions of the cervical nerves emerge in the interval between the scalenus medius and the scalenus
anticus muscles, and the nerve to the rhomboid muscles and the upper roots of the nerve of Bell pierce the
‘scalenus medlus and pass backwards, while the roots ot the phremc nerve are seen passmg forwards on to the
anterior surface of the scalenus anticus, * -
- The transversalis colli artery passes backwa.rds aCross the neck under cover of the 0Io- hy01d muscle, and

divides into 1ts two termma,l branches. |

The figares in dicate :

Muscles. 1. Sterno- mastmd .x ~12.. Spinal accessory nerve. .
' . Trapezius. et ~ 13. Cervical branch to subtra,pezm,l plexus. :
. Splenius capitis. e 14. Phrenic nerve.
Levator anguli scapulee. - 15. Trunks of brachial plexus.
Scalenus medius and posticus.  16. Transversalis colli artery.
Scalenus anticus. - 17. Internal jugular vein.
comolyod, .o . e 18. Axillary vessels and nerves. She e e
8 Clavicular head of sterno-mastoid. 19. Posterior auricular vessels and lymphatic gland,

Vessels and nerves. 9. Great occipital nerve and occi- 20. Parotid gland.
. ' - pital artery. , 21. Submaxillary gland.

- 10. Small occipital nerve. ' 22, Masseter muscle and angle of‘]aw.
11. Great auricular nerve. e .
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