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ABOUT THE SHOW ... 

COMPANY is one of the long line of smash hits by Stephen Sondheim. It’s a comedy, 
of course. How else can you treat marriage, its principal subject? If you’re very serious 
about it—which Company is—it almost automatically becomes funny. 

But it’s about something else, too, something hard to state, something like the real, 
essential aloneness of each person, and what happens to people when they try to lose 
that painful independence via mutual consent, love, sex, vows. and a contract. Some 
make it work. Some don’t. Many only lose themselves in the emotional mix. 

Robert’s problem is that he sees this all too well. Robert is 35 as the action begins. 
Robert is single.His best friends are five married couples — all ardently, almost 
obsessively, devoted to him. He’s enormously attractive, intelligent, charming and funny. 
True, he’s a bit abstracted, guarded, a little cool. But it’s like having an overdose of 
normality—he’s very bad at fooling himself. Which leaves him out of much of the 
action in the mating game. 

His friends want only the best for him, of course. Good old Bob! Which means that 
the men want to give him the benefit of their sage advice and experience and the 
women want to mother, criticize and inspire him and find him a nice girl whom, later, 
they will reject as not being good enough for him. 

With the urging of his ‘’good and crazy’’ married friends, he discovers that a part 
of a man’s life is that he must commit himself to one woman, and that she is certainly 
going to make him happy and unhappy; and that’s what it’s all about, isn’t it—being 
alive. And he knows that he has to move on and make his own life (not just view life) 
that he really doesn’t need to cling to these five darling ‘crazy’ 
work so hard to stay uninvolved. 

. . .Hle begins. 

And funny thing—they know it too. 

married couples, or 

SOME SONDHEIM THOUGHTS IN SONGS. 

About friends 

COMPANY 

Phone rings, door chimes, in comes 

Company! 
No, strings, good times, room hums, 

Company! 
Late night, quick bites, party games, 

Deep talks, long walks, telephone calls, 

Thoughts shared, souls bared, private 

names, 
All those photos up on the walls 

“With love,“’ 
With love filling the days, 
With love seventy ways, 
‘'To Bobby, with love 
From all 
Those 
Good and crazy people, my friends, 
Those 
Good and crazy people, my married 
friends! 
And that’s what it’s all about, isn’t it? 
That’s what it’s really about, 
Really about! 

And more about marriage... . 

YOU’RE ALWAYS SORRY, YOU'RE 
ALWAYS GRATEFUL 

You’re always sorry, 
You’‘re always grateful, 
You’re always wondering what might 
have been. 
Then she walks in. 
And still you’re sorry, 

And still you’re grateful, 
And still you wonder and still you doubt, 
And she goes out. 
Everything's different, 
Nothing’s changed, 
Only maybe slightly 
Rearranged. 
You’re sorry-grateful, 
Regretful-happy, 
Why look for answers where none occur? 
You always are what you always were, 
Which has nothing to do with, 
All to do with her. 

About the marriage game 

The Little Things You Do Together 

It’s the little things you do together, 
Do together 
Do together 
That make perfect relationships, 
The hobbies you pursue together, 
Savings you accrue together, 
Looks you misconstrue together, 
That make marriage a joy. . . 

It’s the little things you share together, 
Swear together, 
Wer; ‘gether, 
That make perfect relationships, 
The concerts you enjoy together, 
Neighbours you annoy together, 
Children you destroy together 
That keep marriage intact. . .  



It’s not of God and the decade ahead that 
Allows you to get through the worst. 
It’s “I do’’ and “‘you don’t and “‘nobody 

said that’ 
And ‘’who brought the subject up first?”’ 

It’s the little ways you try together, 

Cry together, 
Lie together 
That make perfect relationships, 

Becoming a cliche’ together, 

Growing old and gray together, 

Withering away together 
That makes marriage a joy... 

It’s things like using force together, 

Getting a divorce together 

That make perfect relationships. 

About New York. ... 

ANOTHER HUNDRED PEOPLE 

Another hundred people just got off the 

train 
And came up through the ground 

While another hundred people just oft 

the bus 
And are iooking around 

At another hundred people who got off 

the plane 
And are looking at us 

Who got off the train 
And the plane and the bus 

Maybe yesterday. 

Or about needing someone, a partner. . . 

BEING ALIVE 

Someone to hold you too close, 

Someone to hurt you too deep, 

Someone to sit in your chair, 

To ruin your sleep... 

Someone to need you too much, 

Someone to know you too well, 

Someone to pull you up short 

And put you through hell. . . 

Someone you have to let in, 

Someone whose feelings you spare, 

Someone who, like it or not, 
Will want you to share 
A little a lot... 

Somebody hold me too close, 

Somebody hurt me too deep, 

Somebody sit in my chair 
And ruin my sleep 
And make me aware 
Of being alive, being alive. 
Somebody crowd me with love, 
Somebody force me to care, 
Somebody let me come through, 
Ill always be there 
As frightened as you, 
To help us survive 
Being alive, 
Being alive, 
Being alive! 

About the fear of marriage. . . 

GETTING MARRIED TODAY 

Pardon me, is everybody 
There? because if everybody's 
There\! want to thank you all for 
Coming to the wedding. I'd ap- 
Preciate your going even 
More, | mean, you must have lots of 
Better things to do and not a 
Word of it to Paul. Remember 
Paul? You know, the man I’m gonna 
Marry, but I’m not because | 

Wouldn’t ruin anyone as 
Wonderful as he is, but | 
Thank you all 
For the gifts and the flowers. 
Thank you all, 
Now it’s back to the showers. 
Don’t tell Paul, 
But I’m not getting married today. . 
Go! 
Can’t you go? 
Why is no- 
Body listening? 
Goodbye! 
Go and cry 
At another person’s wake, 
If you’re quick, 
For a kick 
You could pick 
Up a christening, 
But please, 
On my knees— 
There’s a human life at stake! 
Listen, everybody, I’m a- 
Fraid you didn’t hear, or do you 
Want to see a crazy lady 
Fall apart in front of you? It 
Isn't only Paul, who may be 
Ruining his life, you know, we'll 
Both of us be losing our i- 
Dentities — | telephoned my 
Analyst about it and he 
Said to see him Monday, but by 
Monday I'll be floating in the 
Hudson with the other garbage. 
I’m not well, 
So I’m not getting married. 
You've been swell, 
But I’m not getting married. 
Clear the hall 
‘Cause I'm not getting married. 
Thank you all 
But I’m not getting married. 
And don’t tell Paul, 
But I’m not getting married today.  



   


