
  

ers, 18th Army Corps, 

Birgit un oud Darth Carolina, 
December 

GENERAL ORDERS 

No 46. 

} 1 ¢ 

The recruitment of colored troops has become the settled purpose of 

the Government. Itis therefore the duty of every officer and soldier 

to aid in carrying out that purpose, by every ah r means, irrespective 

yf personal predilection. To do this effectually, the former condition of 

the blacks, their change of relation; the new Acme neg lired by them ; 

the new obligations imposed upon them ; the di f the Government t L 

to them ; the ereat stake they have in the war; sha the claims their 

ignorance, and the helplessness of their women and children, make upon 
} 

each of us, who hold a higher grade in social and political life, must all 

be carefully considered. 

It will also be taken into account that the colored soldiers have none 

of the machinery of ‘State aid” for the support 

fighting our battles, so liberally provided for the whit 

generous 

the loyal States—although this last is far more than ccmpensated to 

black man by the great boon awar ded to him, the result of the war— 

FREEDOM FOR HIMSELF AND HIS RACE FOREVER ! 

J i Re ee \ ee pt Sh Risa oF ab odin ‘vy VeEPrnmMe : 
bounties given by the State and National Governments 

c 

Yo deal with these several aspects of this subject, so that as few of 

the negroes as pe yssible shall become chargeable either upon the bounty 

of Government or the charities of the benevolent, and at the saine time 

to do justice to those who shall enlist, to encourage enlistment, and to 

cause all capable of working to employ themselves for their support, 

and that of their families -either in arms or other service—and that the 

rights of negroes and tne Government may both be protected, a 4 

ordered : 

L... Ia this ee | after the Ist day of December, instant, and 

" 
until otherwise ordered, every abled b» lied colored mau who shall enlist 

and be mustered into the service of the United States for three years or 

during the war, shall be paid as bounty, to supply his immediate wants, 

the sum of ten (10) dollars. And it shall be the duty of each muster- 

ing officer to return to these Head-Quarters duplicate rolls of recruits so 

enlisted and mustered into the service, on the 10th, 20th and last days 

of each month, so that the bounty may be promptly paid and accounted 
Vv 

for.  
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ft J partners, and 

individuals are sup- 

further orde ay: seat. DO 

ernment, or to be paid by 
b] 

shall employ or hire any 
L e/ 

ten dollars per month, 

laborers may be 
. 1 x } 
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Surgeon’s ex eRBUHOGE AR for a soldier, shall be em- 
10 

ulf of the Government—(mechanics 

3 

and skilled laborers alone excepted.) And it shall be the duty of each 

officer or other person employing colored labor in this Department to 

be paid by or on behalf of the Government, to cause each laborer to he 

examined by the Surgeon detailed to examine colored recruits, who 

shall furnish the laborer with a certificate of disability or ability, as the 

case may be, and afier the jirst iy of January next, no employment 

rolls of colored laborers will be certified or passed at these Head-Quar- 

ters wherein this order has not been complied with, and are not vouched 
BY 

for by such certificate of disabilities of the employees. And whenever 

hereaftar a colored employee of the Government shall not be paid with- 

in sixty days after his wages shall become due and payable, the officer 
e 

or other person having the funds to make such payment, shall be dis- 

missed the service, subject to the approval of the President. 

VIL...Promptness of payment of labor, and the facilities furnished by t ) ‘ 

the Government and the benevolent, will enable colored laborers in the 

service of the Government to be supported from the proceeds of their 

labor: Therefore no subsistence will be furnished to the families of those 
¢ employed by the Government at labor, but the Superintendent of Negro 

Affairs may issue subsistence to those so emplo 

1 

loyed, and charge the 

amount =a a their wages, and furnish the officer in charge of pay- 

| ) } 
i ment of such laborers with the amounts so Lee on the first day of 

4 

ach month, or be himself chargeable with the amount so issued. 

VIII.... Political freedom rightly defined is ay to work, and to be 

protected in the full enjoyment of the fruits of labor; and no one with 

ability to work should enjoy the fruits of another’s labor; Therefore, no 

gro or his family, with whom he 
es subsistence will be permitted to any ne 

lives, who is able to work and does not work. It is, therefore, the duty 

ndent of Negro Affairs to furnish employment to all the 
th 

of the Superlnter 

labor, and see that their families are supplied with the 

] 

- 1 i 

negros able t O 

necessaries of 5 ife. Any negro who refuses to work when able, and 

neglects his family, will be arrested and reported to these Head-Quar- 

ters, to be sent to labor on the fortifications, where he will be made to 

work. No negro will be required to labor on the Sabbath, unless upon 

the most urgent necessity. 

IX.... The Commanding General is informed that officers and soldiers 

in the Department have, by impressment and force, compelled the labor 

of negros, sometime for private use, and often without any imperative 

necessity. 

Negros have rights so long as they fulfil their duties: Zherefore it is 

ordered, that no officer or soldier shall impress or arse to labor for any 

private purpose whatever, any negro; and negro labor shall not be 
F 

impressed or forced for any publie purpose, unless a. orders from 

these Head-Quarters, or because of imperative military necessity, and  
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with, for the purpose of casting ridicule or contempt upon colored troops, 

or individual soldiers, because they are colored, shall be deemed to be, 

and held liable under the several acts of Congress applicable to tuis sub- 

ject, and be punished with military severity for obstructing recruiting. 

XTI....In consideration of the ignorance and helplessness of the negros, 

arising from the condition in which they have been heretofore held, it 

becomes necessary that the Government should exercise more and pecu- 

liar care and protection over them than over its white citizens, accus- 

tomed to self control and self support, so that their sustenance may be 

assured their rights respected, their helplessness protected, and their 

wrongs redressed; and that there be one system of management of 

negro affairs. 

Tt is ordered, that Lieutenant Colonel J. Burnoam Kinsman, A.D. C., 

be detailed at these Head-Quarters, as General Superintendent of Negro 

Affairs in this Department, to whom all reports and communications 

relating thereto, required to be sent to these Head ee eege s, shall be 

addressed. He shall have a general superintendence over all the colored 

people of this depiriilinty ane all other ie soe et of Negro 

Affairs shall report to Lieutenant Colonel Kinsman, who is acting for the 

Commanding General in this behalf. 
‘ 

Virginia south of the James River, shall be under 
z All the territory of 

the superintendence of Captain OrLaypo Brown Assistant Quartermas- 
v 

ter. All the territory North of James River shall be under the superin- 

Assistant Quartermaster. The 

District of North Carolina shall be under the superintendence of the 

¥ 

tendence of Captain CHaries B. WiLper, « 

Reverend Horace James, Chaplain. 

Each Superintendent shall have the power to select and appoint such 

Assistant Superintendents for such Sub-Districts in his District as may 

be necessary, to be approved by the Commanding General ; such ap- 

pointments to be confirmed by the Commi inding General. 

The pay of such Assistant, if a civilian, shall in no case exceed the 

pay of a first class clerk in the Quartermaster’s Department. 

It shall be the duty of each Super een under the direction of 

the General Superintendent, to take care of the colored inhabitants of 

his District, not slaves, under the actual control of a loyal master si his 

District ; (and in all questions arising as to freedom of slavery any 

colored Hee son, the presumption shall be that the man, woman. or ga 

is free or has claimed protection of the military authorities of the United 

States, which entitles the claimant to freedom ;) to cause an accurate 

census to be taken of colored inhabitants in his District, and their 

employments; to cause all to be provided with necessary shelter, 

clothing, food and medicines. To see that all able to work shall have 

some employment, and that such employment shall be industriously  
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pursued; to see that in all contracts for labor or other things made by 

the negros with white persons, the negro is not defrauded, and to annul 

all contracts made by the negro which are unconscionable and injurious, 

and that such contracts as are fulfilled by the negro shall be paid; to ~ 

take charge of all lands and all property allotted, turned over, or given 
1 

to the use of the negros, whether by Government or by charity; to 
1 

keep accurate accounts of the same, and of all expenditure; to audit all 

accounts of the negros against Capi ent and to have all proper 

allowances made as well to the negroas the Government; and to have 

all claims put in train for payment by the Government; to keep accurate 

accounts of all expenses of the ee to the WWrevhneat. and of his 

earnings for the Government; to sec that the negros who have wrought 

on land furnished by the Government on shares, shall have their just 

portion, and to aid in disposing of the same for the best good of the 

negro and Government; to make quarterly returns and exhibits of all 
ee, 
t accounts of matters committed to them; and to hold all monies arising ] 

from the surplus ear 

United States 

‘the negro over the expenditures by the 
- 

  

benefit of the negros, under orders from 

these Lead Quarters. 

XII....[t appearing to the Commanding General that some of the labor 

done by the negros in this Department remains unpaid—some for the 
a 

space of more than two years, although contracts were duly made by 

a proper officers of the Government for the payment thereof—whereby 

e faith of the negro in the justice of the Government is impaired, and 

the trust in is protection is weakened, dé is ordered, that each Superin- 

tendent shall be a Commissioner, to audit all such accounts, procure 

evidence of their validity, make out accurate pay-rolls, and return the 

same, so that they may be presented for adjustment to the proper De- 

partments. Provided, however, that no sale of any such claim against 

the Government shall be valid, and no payment shall be made of any 

such claim, except in hand to the person actually earning it—if he is 
} 

within this Department—or to his legal representative, if the person 

earning it he deceased. 

XIIL.... Religious, benevolent and humane persons have come into this 

Department for the charitable purpose of giving to the negros secular mY
 

and religious instructions ; and this, too, without any adequate pay or 

’ vt 
: ? , fl that reru Ipar at 

material rewal Gi Tti ds, therefore, orde réa, that every office and soldie Lr 

shall treat all such persons with the utmost res pect; shall aid them by 
1 . > ‘ . +} 7 artanhla ay ath ‘2 ond that trane eye all proper means, in their iaudable avocations ; and that transportation 

be furnished them, whenever it may be neces 

  

ry in pursuit of their 

business. 

XIYV....As it is necessary to preserve uniformity of system, and that 

information shall he bad as to the needs and the supplies for the negro; 

and as certain authorizations are had to raise troops in the Department, 
o_o 

’ 

a practice has grown up of corresponding directly with the War and 
tee ‘anifest iniury of tl 

other Departments of the Government, to the manifest injury of the 

service.—ZJt is, therefore, ordered, that all correspondence in relation to 

the raising or reernitment of colored troops, and relating to the care and 

control of the negres in this Department, with any efficial organized 

t 
body or socie ty, or any Departmen t or Bureau of the Government, must 

; TY } 

be transmitted through these Head Quarters, as by regulation all other 
z 

Miiitary correspondence is required to be done. 
j | a aed ~alat) » )] ffancesc 

XV....Courts Martial and Courts of Inquiry in relation to all olfences 

committed by, or against any of the colored troops, or any person In the 
: 7) 5 ie 

service of the United States connec ted with the care, or Seep with the 

] 4 mamnrty at ita mam are } ¢ paves 

colored troops, shall have a majority of its members d of officers ID 

ip 
, | } 

be detailed in command of colored troops, when such can without mani- 

fest injury to the service. 

All offences by citizens against the negros, or by the negros against 

citizens—except of a high and aggravated nature—shall be heard and jo} 
o 

tricd before the Provost Court 

XVL...This order shall be cable and furnished to each regiment 

and detached post within the Department—a copy for every command- 

ing officer thereof,—and every commander of a company, or detachment 
© 

ed a ical: pai "tT f 
less than a company, shall cause the same to be reaa once, at least, to 

thie ydar a} 1] , rinted far » 7} 

his company or detachment; and this order shau be printed for the in- 

formation of the citizens, once, atleast, In each newspaper pudlished In 

the Department. 

3y Coumanp or MAJOR GENERAL BUTLER: 

S. DAVIS, 

Major and Assistant Adjutant General. 

OFFICIAL: 

Aide-de- Camp. 

 



 


