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GC IGATRICES PALATI MOLLIS POST ULCERATIONES SYPHILITICAS 
 



SYPHILIS TERTIARIA 

Cicatrices palati mollis. 
Not infrequently in the tertiary stage of syphilis 

a circumscribed or diffused gummatous infiltration 
of the soft palate occurs. It develops slowly and in- 
sidiously. When the pharyngeal surface is first in- 
volved there are no signs other than some stiffness 
and immobility of the velum palati. When the oral 
surface is affected the nature of the process is to be 
recognized by the red edematous and nodular ap- 
pearance of the mucous membrane. The infiltrated 
tissue is prone to ulcerate and the procss may then 
cause some moderate pain or discomfort. Perfora- 

tion often results. The uvula is not uncommonly 
completely destroyed, or may. disappear as the 
result of cicatricial contraction following a more 
moderate ulceration, or it may become consolidated 
with the soft palate by adhesions along its free bor- 
der. The whole soft palate is usually greatly de- 
formed by the resulting cicatrization. The radiating 
or band-like scars produced are almost pathog- 
nomonic, and their presence may be an important 
aid in the diagnosis of other tertiary syphilitic mani- 
festations. 

 


