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Tell Uriah109 that Rufus is along,_ but he is broken down like the rest, 

and he has got so he canna t see in the night. You may tell Mrs. Walker that 

Mr. Walker is as well as could be expected. J, Hinson and John Rogers are 

well, I must close as it is nearly dark. I hope this will find you all well 

and doing we 11. 

Mrs. J, R. Ellis: 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

New Market, 110 Va, 

Oct. 22, 1864 

I heard from your husband directly by a man from my Regiment who had 

been exchanged and saw your husband two days after I left him. He was then 

at the Lincoln Hospital, Washington City, He was perfectly unconscious of 

~verything, He was expected to die every hour. I do not think there is any 

doubt about his death as I stated to you in a previous letter, though I hope 

he recovered, but from the nature of his wound, it would be almost impossible 

or at least not probable, 

Respectfully, 

W. T. BREWER111 

Surgeon 43rd Regt., N. C, 
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i 1The wifa of Josiah Robert Peele Ellis was Elizabeth Holland (October 20, 
1824-December 26, lH95), 

2 Cole is believed to have been an Ellis slave. 

3Tomy is believed to have been an Ellis slave, 

4
Kinston, North Carolina, lies on the north side of the Neuse River, 

seventy-eight miles S. E. of Raleigh, and is the seat of Lenoir County • 

. 5 Hoke' s Brigade was commanded after January 17, 1863, by Brigadier­
General Robert Frederick Hoke (May 27, 1837-July 3, 1912), of North Carolina, 

6
Pickett 1 s Division was commanded after October 10, 1862, by Major­

General George Edward Pickett (January 28, 1825-July 30, 1875), 

7Moden Ford referred to Morton's 
miles south of Culpeper Court House. 
there on February 6, 1864, 

Ford on 
A sharp 

the Rapidan River, about eight 
military engagement took place 

8 Camp Holmes was a training and staging area several miles north of 
FreJericksburg in Stafford County, Virginia, 

9Lee' s Army was commanded after June llf, 186L by ~he incomparable Major­
General Robert Edward L~e (January 19, 1807-0ctober 12, 1~70). 

10Bragg's Army was commanded after September 12, 1861, by Major-General 
Braxton Bragg (March 22, 1817-September 27, 1876), of North &~rolina, 

11 Rufus Amerson (born 1843) was a son of Isaac Uriah Amerson and wife 
Matilda Barnes of Wilson County, On February 15, 1862, at the age of eight•:en, 
he was enlisted at Stantonsburg by Captain James S. Woodard in Company C, 43Jed 
N. C, State Troops Regiment, C, S, A, On April 2, 186 2, he was mus tared in to 
~onfederate service at Camp Mangum by Colonel Robert C, Hill. The Company 
Huster Roll for January and February 1864 found him "Absent, On furlough of 
indulgence._" 

12
Edwin Amerson (born 1845) was a son of Isaac Uriah Amerson and wife 

Matilda Barnes of \o/ilson County, On May 1, 1863, he was enlist.ed at Hookerton 
in Greene County by L, D, Killett. On May 15, 1864, he was admitted to General 
Hospital No, 9 at Richmond. On May 23 he was transferred to Pettigrew Hospital 
No. 13 in Raleigh, and on June lO to General Hospital No, 2 at Wilson, The 
Company Muster Roll for January and February, 1865, found him still "Absent, 
Detailed Hospital Wilson," £tom Company C, 43rd North Carolina State Troops 
Regiment, C. S, A, 

13 Orange Court House, Virginia, is about twenty miles N, E. of Charlottes-
ville and forty miles west of Fredericksburg. 
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14The Rapidan River is about three miles N. W. of Orange (Court Hous•o), 
the seat of Orange County, Virginia. 

15Alfred J. Ellis (born December 16, 1818) was a son of Elisha and 
Temperance Ellis of \Hlson County, 

16Eas (Eason) and Emily are believed to have been Edmundson slaves. 

17staton was perhaps James B. Staton (born 1826) of Company 1, 75th N. C. 
(7th Confederate Cavalry) Regiment, C. S. A, 

18Leuren D, Killet served as First Lieutenant of Company C, 43rd N, C, 
State Troops Regiment, C. S. A. He was apparently from Sampson County, having 
enlisted on February 28, 1862, with a promotion on January 31, 1863. 

19wyatt Lynch (born 1830) was a highly regarded free black of Wilson 
County. He followed the trade of plasterer and brickmason. 

20 
This was probably Thomas Barnes who was enlisted at Black Creek on May 

12, 1862, at the age of twenty-eight, by Captain James S. Woodard, in Company 
C, 43rd North Carolina State Troops Regiment, C, S. A. In April 1863 he was 
11 Detached sick, Camp Kinston,•• and in February 1864 11 Detailed to recruit. 11 

On March 25, 1865, he was captured near Petersburg, Virginia, and was forward•.>d 
to Point Lookout Military Prison in Maryland, from which he was released after 
taking the Oath of Allegiance on June 23, 1865. 

21Thomas Mumford (born 1836) enlisted on May 29, 1861, in Company D, 2nd 
N, C, State Troops Regiment, C, S, A, He was captured on ~pril 6, 1865, and 
imprisoned at Point Lookout Maryland until his release on June 29, 1865, 

22This was Obedience Grimes, a younger half-sister of Ellis's wife. She 
was born in 1835 and married William H. Spiers (born 1834) about 1867. 

23 captain Ruffin Barnes (see Note 35), 

24Lewis was a slave belonging to Mrs, Edwin Gray Whitley of Wilson County. 

25washington Barn•es (see Note 37). 

26Edwin Barnes (October 10, 1816-December 13, 1885) was a son of Archelauo 
Barnes and wife Penelope Dickinson. He was a wealthy planter and his hand­
some Ante ... Bellum home is still owned by a descendant who lives in Wilson, 
North Carolina. 

27 Isaac Uriah Amerson (born 1816) was a son of Isaac Amerson and wife 
Delana Woodard. He was a prominent farmer in the Saratoga area of Wilson County, 
North Carolina, 

28Willie (Wiley) MarcelLus ElLis (March 16, 1847-March 26, 1929), a son 
of J, R. P. Ellis, never married. He was in Later life a bookkeeper in Wilson, 
North Carolina, 
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29
Edwin Robert Ellis, sun o( J .. R .. J? .. Ellis, was born on Oc~cemher. 21, 1R49 . 

Ha married (1) Mary- Renfrow and (2) Jane R,,nfrow. 

3°Tohe (or Toby) was the lifelong nickname of John Thomas Ellis, (October 
8, 1858-June 12, 1935), a son of J. it. P. fill is. On December 22, 11:!80, he 
married Zilphia Olivia Bryant of Black Creek, North Carolina. 

31Martha Adealia Ellis (January 4, 1861-August 23, 1882) was a daughter 
of J. R. P. Ellis. On September 21, 1B81 she married Lorenzo Daniel Shelton 
of Wilson County, North Carolina. 

32Penelope Edmundson (September 16, 1831-May 29, 1920) was a daughter of 
Wright Edmundson and wife Susanna Dickinson. She married Jqel A. Tynes of 
Wilson, North Carolina, on November 1, 1870. 

33susan Wright Edmundson (November 8, 1834-0ctober 8, 1928) was a daughter 
of Wright Edmundson and wife Susanna Dickinson. On December 3, 1866, she 
married Dr, William Thomas Brewer (1832-December 30, 1870) who is discussed 
in Note 111. 

34nr. Stephen Woodard (February 15, 1827-January 20, 1897) was a son of 
Stephen Woodard and wife Mary Simms. He was both a physician and a weal thy 
planter, and his children were numbered among the most prominent citizens 
of Wilson, North Carolina, 

35
captain Ruffin H, Barnes, son of Elias Barnes and wif" Zi.lpha Thompson 

of Wilson County, was born in 1836 and died in a Feder'il hospital on December 
24, 1864, as the result of wounds received at,Charlestown, Wast Virginia, On 
January 31, 1862.,. he had been advanced to the rank of Captain of Company C, 
43rd N, C. State Troops Regiment, C, S. A. 

36 
Mrs. Edwin Gray Whitley (born 1818) was tha wife of a well-to-do planter 

in Stantonsburg Township of Wilson County. 

37washington Barnes (born February 10, 1818) was e. son of Archelaus Barnes 
and wife Penelope Dickinson. He was a wealthy planter in the Saratoga area 
of Wilson County, North Carolina, 

38see Note 27, 

39Jane Ellis (born 1825) married on April 29, 1844, Calvin Rogers of Edg3-
combe (now Wilson County), He was born in 1817 and died about 1852, leaving 
two sons. 

40This Xato was an Ellis slave, but Captain Ruffin also had a trusted 
slave named Cato, 

41 
The Rev. James Simms \-/oodard (February 22, 1833-May 3, 1912), a son of 

William Woodard and wife Elizabeth Simms, was also a licensed lawyer in Wilson 
County. He served as Captain of Company C, 43rd N. C. State Troops Regiment, 
from February 28, 1862 to January 31, 1863. 
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42naniel 1 s Brigade was commanded after September 1, 1862, by Brigadier­
General Junius Daniel (June 27, 1828-May 13, 1864), of North Carolina. 

43Garysburg, on the Wilmington and Weldon Railroad, «as near Camp Claren­
don, an important training center for the eastern part of North Carolina. 

44Josiah Hinson, aged nineteen, was enlisted at Stantonsburg on February 
15, 1862, by Captain James S, Woodard. He was mustered into Confederate 
service at Camp Mangum on April 2 as a private in Company C, 43rd North 
Carolina State Troops Regiment. The Company Muster Roll for September and 
October 1864 found him "Absent «ounded and in hospital." On April 6, 1865, 
he was captured at Burksville, being forwarded to Point Lookout Military 
Prison from which he was rP.leased, after taking the Oath of Allegiance, on 
June 13, 1865. 

45Raleigh is the Capitol of North Carolina and also the seat of Wake 
County. 

46
wilmington, North Carolina, 

Wilmington and Weldon Rail Road. 
Fear River about twenty-two miles 

was the southern terminus of the notable 
It lies on the west side of the Cape 
north of Fort Fisher. 

47Goldsboro, North Carolina, was the point where the Wi1mington to Weldon 
and the Beaufort to Charlotte Rail Roads crossed. A Confederate Hospital 
was also located there. 

48wuson, North Carolina, was on the Wilmington and Weldon Rail Road anc! 
was also the location of a Confederate General Hospital. 

49willie was Wiley Grimes, a younger half-brother of Ellis's wife Elizabeth. 

50 orange Court House, the same as Note 13 • 

51 
Batchelor•s Creek flows northward into Neuse River· about ef.ghl m.Llcs 

west of New Bern, and a successful attack was made upon the Federal forces 
there on February 1, 1864. 

52New Bern, North Carolina, lies in the fork of the Trent and Neuse 
Rivers and is the seat of Craven County, On March 14, 1862, it «as occupied 
by Federal troops who held it until the end of the Civil War. 

53 
Thomas Amerson (born 1847) was another son of Ellis's neighbor and 

friend, Isaac Uriah Amerson. 

54 captain Allen G, Croom of Greene County commanded Company E, 6ls t North 
Carolina State Troops Regiment, C. s. A, 

55see Note 101. 

56 
Thomas Anderson (born 1821) was living in Black Creek Township of Wilson 

County in 1870 with wife Martha and nine children. 
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57Billy was William Gray Ellis (December 15, 1851-May 24, 1889), a son 

of J. R. P. Ellis, On October 10, 1888, he married Mary Amanda Gardner 
whose second husband was "Sheriff Ed" Farmer <July 1, lHSl-September 11, 
1914) of Wilson County, North Carolina, 

58see Note 22, 

59 Presumably Dr, William Thomas Brewer (see Note 111). 

60core Creek is about sixteen miles southeast of Kinston. 

61Joseph Spencer Ellis (June 26, 1854-April 30, 1928), a son of J, R. P. 
ELI iA, married Carrie Deal Shelton (born 1862) of Wilson County on September 
29, 1878. 

62charity Amerson (born 1840) was a daughter of Isaac Uriah Amerson and 
wife Matilda Barnes of Stantonsburg Township in Wilson County. 

63sarah Elizabeth Ellis (see Note 66) was usually called "Sally" since 
her mother was always called 11 Betty. 11 

64catherine Louvenia Ellis (March 9, 1846-May 13, 1918), a daughter of 
J. R. P, Ellis, ~rried John warren Johnson of Wilson County on December 
31, 1867. 

65Mary Virginia Ellis, a daughter 
1854, and died on September 2, 1946, 
Archer Whitley. 

of J, R, P. Ellis, was born on June 26, 
On May 3, 1874, she married Fillmore 

66sarah Elizabeth "Sally" Ellis (October 10, 1856-December 16, 1936), 
a daughter of J. R, P, Ellis, was married (1) on January 10, 1877, to William 
Daniel Shelton, and (2) on December 12, 1882, to David Baker Hill, also a 
native of Edgecombe County. 

67
11artha Ellis was identified in Note 31. 

68 Benjamin Franklin Ellis, a son of J, R. P, Ellis, was born on January 
9, 1863, and died in Wilson County on February 15, 1920. He married Georgiana 
Phelps who died on January 13, 1921. 

69Plymouth, North Carolina, lies on the south side of Roanoke River and 
is the seat of Washington County which is bounded on the north by Albemarle 
Sound. It was captured by Federal troops on April 2C, 1864, 

70 
Henry Gray Ellis (born July 22, 1841) was a half-brother of J, R, P, 

Ellis. On February 26, 1862, at Wilson, he was enlisted by Captain James S, 
Woodard. He became a Sergeant on December 26, 1862, anci was trans£ =rre:d from 
Company C, 43rd, to Company I, 35th North Carolina State Troops Regiment, 
c. S, A,, of Ramseur's Brigade, on }lay 11, 1863, 

Another Gray Ellis (born 1831>) also served in Company C, 43rd North 
Carolina State Troops Regiment., He was ~nliste~: by Van B. Sharp•2 at Old 
Sparta on March 5 and was mustered. into service at Camp ~Iangum on Apri 1 2 
1862, On April 7, 1865, he was admitter.: with a wound in the left shoulder 
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to the Confederate General Military Hospital at Danville, Virginia, from 
which he was "furloughed for sixty days" on April 9, (the news of Lee's 
surrender not having yet reached the hospital). 

71wi1ie Ellis (born in 1838) was a son of 
Ellis of Wilson County. 

________________ and Axy 

72william Ellis (born 1837) was a son of James Ellis and wife Penelope 
Baker. On February 20, 1862, he was enlisted at Wilson by Captain James 
S. Woodard. On April 2, 1862, he was mustered into the Confederate service 
by Colonel Robert H. Hill as a private in Company C, 43rd North Carolina 
State Troops Regiment. December of 1862 found him "On guard at Camp near 
D. (Drewry•S/ Bluff." On May 16, 1864, he was received at General Military 
Hospital No. 9, at Richmond, Virginia. During J&ly and August he was "Absent 
In hospital, Wilson, N. C," On April 3, 1865, he was captured in one of the 
Confederate Hospitals in Richmond, receiving a parole on April 21 and being 
listed in the Jackson Military Hospital as late as May 28, 1865. 

73Edwin E. Bailey (born 1839), son of and Ady Bailey of 
On January 9, 1862, he enl~i-s~t-e~d~i~n~C~o-m_p_a~ny A, 51st North Wilson County. 

Carolina State Troops Regiment, C. S. A. 

74Tarboro, North Carolina, lies on Tar River and is the county seat of 
Edgecombe County. In 1862 a Wayside Hospital was established there for the 
care of sick or wounded soldiers. 

75Noah Jefferson lvalker (born in 1832) and wife Polly (born 1839) were 
1 is ted in the Wi 1 son County Census of 1860. On February 15 , 186 2, he was 
enlisted by Captain James S. Woodard at Stantonsburg in Company C, 43rd Noe-th 
Carolina State Tr6ops Regiment, and was mustered into Confederate service at 
Camp Mangum on April 2. On July 12, 1864, he was wounded by a minie ball 
in the joint of his right knee at Fort Stevens, captured, and sent to Campbell 
Hospital where amputation above the wound took place on July 15. On May 2, 
1865, he was sent to Lincoln General Hospital in Washington, from which he 
was released on July 5 after taking the Oath of Allegiance. On July 6, 1865, 
he was admitted to the :General Military Hospital at Petersburg, at which he 
received further treatment before returning to StantoJisburg, North Carolina. 

76P t b v· · · e ers urg) 1rg1n1a, is on the Appomattox River about twenty-miles 
south of Richmond, 

77Greensboro, North Carolin'!l is the seat of •Guilford County and lies 
fifty miles northeast of Salisbury and seventy-eight miles west of Raleigh. 

78Nancy has not been identified but was apparently a friend or kinsman 
who had married and moved to the vicinity of Greensboro, North Carolina. 

79 See Note 64. 

80
Richmond became the Capitol of the Confederacy and is still the Capitol 

of the State of Virginia. 



81nanville, Virginia, lies about four miles north of the North Carolina 
boundary on the railroad line from Greensboro to Lynchburg. 

82william Anderson Ellis (May 28, 1834-May 20, 1864) was a half-brother 
of J. R. P. Ellis. He became Captain of Company I, 35th North Carolina 
State Troops Regiment, C. s. A., and was killed at the Battle of Drewry's 
Bluff. 

83see Note 70. 

84washington, North Carolina, lies on the north side of Pamlico River 
and is the seat of Beaufort County, It was occupied by Federal Troops from 
March 1862 until April 1864, 

SSG. May· was from a Pitt County family that had moved to Alabama. 

86This was Adelia F. May (born 1828), wife of Washington Barnes (see Note 
37). 

87 John W. Wilkinson (born 1818) was a weal thy merchant residing in south­
eastern Wilson County. 

88see Note 54. 

89Hanover Junction, Virginia, was the seat of Hanover County and lay on 
the railroad about sixteen miles north of Richmond. 

90Alvin Bagly (born l83Wmarried Elizabeth Applewhite on February 5, 
1852. After the Civil War he was a prominent farmer and a Justice of the 
Peace in Stantonsburg Township of Wilson County, He was originally from 
Wayne County, and during the War he was First Lieutenant of Company K, 66th 
North Carolina State Troops Regiment, C. S. A. 

91Thomas Warren Ellis (born September 10, 1839) was a half-brother of 
J, R. P. Ellis. 

92 
James Thadeus Whitley (born 1842) was 

wife Elizabeth Gorman of Wilson County. On 
Company A, 51st North C~rolina State Troops 

a son of Edwin Gray 
January 9, 1862, he 
Regiment, C. S. A. 

Whitley and 
enlisted in 

93Frank Whitley (born 1844) was a son of Edwin Gray Whitley and wife 
Elizabeth Gorman of Wilson County, On January 2, 1862, Benjamin F. Whitley 
enlisted in Company A, 51st North Cacolina State'. Troops Regiment, c. s. A, 
On December 31, 1891, he married Minnie L. Hardy of Lenoir County. 

94G, Wasden of Green County was a private in Company A, 3rd North 
Carolina State Troops Regiment, C. S, A. He was captured at Chancellorsville 
on May 3 and paroled at Old Capitol Prison on May 19, 1863. 

95Marion Johnson probably refers to Francis M. Johnson of Wayne County 
who served in Company D, 2nd North Carolina State Troops Regiment, C. S. A. 
until detailed for hospital duty on February 28, 1863. 



96 charity Page (born in 1837) was the widow of trvin Jackson Page 
(born 1830) who enlisted from Wilson County on May 14, 1862, in Company 
D, 2nd North Carolina State Troops Regiment, C, S, A,, and died on March 
13' 1863, 

97Josiah J, B, Vick (born in 1835) enlisted from Wllson County on June 
10, 1861, From April 1, 1862, until September 19, 1863, he served as 
Captain of Company E, 19th North Carolina State Troops (2nd Cavalry) Regiment, 
C, S. A, 

98 Cofield Ellis (born 1839) was a son of James Ellis and wife Penelope 
Baker. On April 18, 1862, he enlisted at Wilson under Captain James S. 
Woodard as a private in 'Company C, 43rd State Troops Regiment, C. S, A, 
Because of •'.Chronic Reheumatism," he was detailed to General Hospital No, 
24 at Richmond from September 16, 1863, until December 2, 1863. The Company 
Muster Roll for January and February 1864 stated that' he had been "Furloughed 
by Board of Ex." 

99J, Wilson was probably an inadvertent reference to John Wilkinson 
(see Note 87). 

100ulysses Simpson Grant (April 27, 1822-July 23, 1885) became General 
in Chief of the United States Army on March 12, 1864, 

101Refer to Note 75. 

102John W, Rogers (born 1843) was the youngest son of Willie Rogers and 
wife Olive Wasden of Wilson County, On February 15, 1862, at,Stantonsburg, 
he was enlisted by Captain James S, Woodard in Company C, 43rd North Carolina 
State Troops Regiment, C. S. A, On April 2, 1862, he was mustered into 
Confederate service at Camp Mangum, but no other details have peen found, 

103Michael Gray Little was a son of Bryant Little and wife Mildred Ellis. 
According to an instrument dated December 26, 1848 (recorded in \vilson County 
Deed Book 25, p, 59), Bryant Little was a son of John Little and a b·rother 
of Eason Little who had recently died in Texas. 

104Bryant Little, son of John Little, had married Mildred Ellis, daughter 
of Elisha and Charity Ellis, and sister of Lewis Ellis who was the father 
of J. R. P. Ellis, 

lOSMilly (See Note 104). 

106William H, Spiers was J. R. P, Ellis's brother-in-law (see Note 22). 

107Emma Eliza Ellis (born December 14, 1S:JO),. half-sister of J, R, P. 
Ellis, married Roderick Jones (born 1830) on February 1, 1854, 

108
Charlottesville, Virginia, is the seat of Albemarle County and lies 

seventy mqes northwest of Richmond. 

109see Note 27. 



110New Market, Virginia, is in the southern corner of Shenandoah County 
and about eighteen miles northeast of Harrisonburg. 

lllnr. William Thomas Brewer of Wilson County entered Confederate service 
as Second Lieutenant of Company C, 43rd North Carolina State Troops Regiment, 
but was commissioned Assistant Surgeon of the Regiment on April 15, 1862, 
and Surgeon on February 2, 1863. In 1870 he was practicing medicine in 
Black Creek, North Carolina. 

.,._ 



ADDENDA 

On December 2, 1848, Josiah R, P. Ellis and Lewis Ellis of Edgecombe 

County sold to Washington Barnes for $45,00 three acres of the Ellis home­

place adjoining said Barnes; witnessed by David Jordan and R. W, Edmundson, 

(Edgecombe County, Deed Book 25, p, 99), 

James W, Ellis of Company C, 43rd North Carolina State Troops Regiment, 

C, S, A,, was paroled at Goldsboro in 1865, not long after Lee's Surrender. 

Wiley Amerson (born in 1828) enlisted at Camp Raleigh on January 13, 

1863, in Company c, 43rd North Carolina State Troops Regiment, C, S, A, 

The Muster Roll of October 1863 found him on ·"Provost Guard." He was killed 

at the Battle of Drewry's Bluff on May 16, 1864, 

Theophilus Barnes (born in 1833) was enlisted at Wilson on April 12, 

1862, by Captain James S, Woodard as a private in Company C, 43rd N<>rth 

Carolina State Troops Regiment, C, S, A, He was wounded at the Battle of 

Gettysburg and was admitted to Chimborazo Hospital No. 3 at Richmond on 

July 20, 1863. On August 13 he was sent to Winder Hospital (also at Richmond), 

from which he was "Furloughed .... for 30 days" on August 22. His Company 

Muster Roll for that period described him as "Absent, Wounded, & in hospital 

at Richmond." On August 30, 1863, he was attached as a nurse to General 

Military Hospital No. 2 at Wilson, North Carolina, The Company Muster 

Rolls through October of 1864 found him still "Absent, Detailed at Wilson 

Hospital." He returned to active service in his Company in November and was 

paroled at Goldsboro sometime after Lee's Surrender, 



John and P"n~~lo1)~ came fr®t Suaux C{1unty V ;.tgl.n a to found til·'' H '11 ram cy 'II 
SouthweatePn Kdgeco.be County on January 10, 1795. 

BUrrell, born 1790 ~nd die~ 1846 

\Hlliam 

Peoples 

--·- ... -· .... -- --
THE !R 9H1LDf!EN 

~h~~~-~~:~-~:~:~:~L':f_t-~-~~~) ____ ., ____ _ 

Pernette l! ill wne born 1845 

f;lb~rt ll{ll was born 1847 

John Hill, born 18}8 

Karoua H•n 

llathan (el 11i..J.1 

Tab i the Hill 

F leld~.ng HUl 

Orltenbe1"l'J l! i.ll 

McDutf:r l!U 1 

Marsa H tll 

Thomas G, ll {ll 

John \11, R tll ) 
Hardy J?, li in ) 

1'h~u•~ could l:H ~~.r 

anoth$r famolf. 

Aaa HLll, born 1821; died about 1892 
(marr(~d Relleooa tn l84o) 

........... __________________ .,., .. ..,_ ...... __ ~ ---------------·-----
Ch Uren of. Au and !bbaeca fLll !J>--~ ~ . .l ~ 1 l fl./- 01/!fl-(~ ~' ·~ tf1t_ 
r~uc Hl.ll born 1842 

Dav:d Baker H~ll born January 25, 1843 
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i:li .l·ci:r,,ll or oav cl Ja · fll' and sr.rah i' Jill .~a Sh1.1Hon H 1~ 

· Day d Gl',ha>JJ ¥. 'll Will b·,rn Maroh 14 l.684; d.ed ;;arch 

llu7 L 'f nglll;ot\ 11111 vea 'born Aucust 16, 1885; a.~d Oetob..,r 

Ol·V l' G<.>ldhj.r·h Hlllwaalloill'n JanUIII')'l4, 188'11 d ~d Sept;itnb·•tr 1907 

Lru e 11.1ll waa bon ~oellber 9, 1888 

Orpha A. ff:ll waa b~n Septe~b~r 24, 1890 

Ruth il'&nts H 11 

~artba 8 R 11 wea b~vn Apr 1 l, 189) 

!!0>~1&7 A. H ll waa b.:>rn S.:p ember 16, 1871 (aon ol' Day II .Bn 'fir !Lll b)" t'ormex• marr age; d ed 1950) 

•· 11 11 \, Shu:.4·n wu b.:>rn 1'l11rel1 21, 1878 te•m M' Sarah !al 1 Shelton H 11 b;r torlllf!l' ..arr age) 

John H1ll, Great Gr<,at Srandrather 

Peopl"a Hill, Qpea t lll'andt'atber 

Aaa N 111 ,. Orandt'ath~r 

Dav d Ba~wr H,ll, Fath~r 
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Family Names from the Le-wis Ellis Bible 
(Begun about July 30, 1830) (Some dated earlier) 

Lewis Ellis, son of Elisha and Charity Ellis, born May 8, 1794 

Mary Peale, daughter of Robert and Esther Peele, born Februal"J 1800 

Lewis Ellis and Mary Peele married August 10, 1820 

J .R.P. Ellis, son of Le!~i.s and Hary Peele Ellis, born Juilte 11, 1821 
_ _,_,... __ ..,. __ 

Step-children of Lewis Ellis ,. 
' 

Elizabeth S:i.nuns, daughter of Robert and Zellah }ferris S:i.Jmna, !lorn April 23, 1820 

Barnes Sinuns, son of Robert and Zellah S:i.nuns, born Fellruary 22, 1822 

Martha Simms, daughter of Robert and Zellah Simms, born December 21, 1823 
(Hartha S:i.nuns married into the Deans family) 

~~·~1(;.;;.~~~~------------- ' 

Lewis Ellis and Zellah Simms were married May 8, 1825 

EdWin Ellis, eon of Lewis and Zellah Ellis, born May 31, 1826 

John Westley Ellis, son of Lewis and Zellah Ellis, born July 2, 1827 

~1ary Ann Ellis, daughter of LelfiS and Zellah Ellis, born May 28, 1829 

Emm Eliza Ellis, daughter of Lewis and Zella Ellis, born December 4, 1830 

AI!Umda Marcille Ellis, daugl1ter oi' Lewis and Zellah Ellis, born l'Iarch ll, 1832 

William Anderson Ellis, son of Le1fis and Zellah Ellis, born May 28, 1834 (Capt~it-~ 
Civil War, killed in action) 

S~lyAnn Polinsh Ellis, daughter of Lewis and Bella Ellls, born November 13, 1&.36 

Calista Caroline Ellis, daught.er of Lewis and Zellah Ellis, born .!'larch 3. 1838 

Thomas Warren Ellis, son of Le~lis and Zellah Ellis, born .September 11, 1839 

Henry Grf,!y_Ellis, son of Le1ru and Zellah Ellis, born July 221 18111 

-------------------
'J;'he above names were half brothers and sisters of J. R. P. Ellis 

-------------------
· Thomas Perry and Calista Caroline Ellis were married about 1869 

Priscilla, daughter of Thomas and Calista Perry, born July 21~, 1870 

Thomas R. Pe't'ry, san of 'l'homas and Calista Perry, bllrn May 9, 1873 

F,annie Perry, daughter of Thomas and Calista Perry, born February 5, 1876 
\ 
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Edt~in Jerry Pei:ry, EJOll of 'Phom.as and Calista Perry, born January 10, 1880 

Deaths of the ai:Jove 

Thomas Perry died August 18, 1904 

Priscilla -

Thomas R. Perry die.d December 29, 1904 

Calista Caroline Perry died Nay 1, 1907 

Edwin J. Perry died August JO, 1917 

Fannie Perry died August 12, 1959 
(These names ;rare copied August 31, 1959, and some rearranged from that 

in the Bible for :tkn convdlBience by Elizabeth Hill Cox) 

FIRST MAHRIAGE 

Thomas Perry (born A\lgust 8, 1812) married Temper&'"lce Dawson (born Nov. 25, 1812) 

Kinsey Wyman Winstead (born April 20, 1833, died December 25, 1881) married 
Martha \-Jhite Parry (born Dec. 16, 1842, died Sept. ll, 1895) June 9, 186h 

Martha White Perry uas half sister to Fannie Perry 

Zell rTinstead ) 
Clee Winstead ) 
Giles Winstead, Sr.) 
l1rs. B. S. Garris ) 

These must be children of Kinsey rlyman vlinsteaci 
and Hertha Hhi te Perry lvinstead 

John lv£lstley Ellis died July 25, 1835 

Ages of the children of Roderick and Emma Eliza Ellis Jones (This was Uncle Ricky 
Jones) 

Elvira. Susanna Jones ;ms born December 5, 1854 

Mary Frances Jones ~mu born July 19, 1856 

William A. Jones ;;as born April 13, 1859 

RodElrick H. Jones was born April 5, l863 

Lonny Jones, son of Ricky Jones, died December 1893 

Josiah Robert Peele Ellis, the only child of Le;Tis Ellis and Wlhf'e, Mary, who was 

the daughter of Robert and Esther Peele of the tcrell-knoun Quaker family. 

Elizabeth Grimes Ellis, w.!.fe of J. R. P. Ellis, was born October 24, 1824. 
Brothers and sisters of Elizabeth Grimes Ellis: Wiley Grimes 

"Beadie11 Grimes (Obedience, I 
believe) Spears 

Nellie Grimes, ilii' e of H. V. Joyner 
(This information from old letters 1~itten to 

Betsey Ellis) 



' 
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Births of the Children of J. R. P. and Elizabeth G, Ellie 

Catherine Louvenia Ellis uas bo_rn March 9, 1846 

l1iley !1al"selus Ellis was born l~aroh 16, 1847 

Lewis FI"ru'lklin Ellis was born Si3ptember 27 • 1848 
:; 

Ed1rln Robert Ellis was borh Deo~ber 21, 18!~9 

William Gray mllis uas 'qorn Deqe~nbsr 15, 1851 
I i 

Mar-.r Virginia Ellis ) Ttvins were born June 26, 1854 
Joseph Spencer Ellis) ' 

Sarah Elizabeth Ellis w~s .born October 10, 1856 

John Thomas Ellis ('rob~) was born October 8, 1058 

~1artha Aden.lia Ellis i;?-s born January 4, 1861 
II 

Benjamin Franklin Ell:j:s lfas born January 9, 1863 
-. - - - - - - - - - - - - -

11ARRIAGES OF Tiill ABOVE CHIT.DREN 

Catherine L. and John I:Tar:r·en Johnson, December 311 1867 

E. Robert and !1ary Rsnf'rc;>w, January 3, 1871 
E. Robert and Jane Renf'ro1.r - (second wife) 

Mary Virginia and P. A. Whitley, Uay .3, 1874 

Sarah Elizabeth and W~lliam Daniel Shelton, January 10, 1877 ·- ,;J~ 
Joseph S, Ell:l.a and Carrie D, Shel-Gon, September 29, 1878 

Martha A, Ellis and L. D.· .shelton, September 21, 1881 

John Thomas Ellis and El;J.:V;ia Bryant 

Benjamin Franklin Elli~ and Geoxgana Phelps 
•• • I 

William Gray .Ellis and 1'1ollie Gardner 

' DEATHS COPIED FROM J, R, P. ELLIS BIBLE 
·~ ' • ·1. '. 

Lewis ~'ranklin Ellis. died January 1859 
. I 

' \ \ 
I I 

John .W• John~on1 ht;sbru1d of Catherine L, Ellis, died October 13, 1tl75 
. . 

Har-.r ~anfrow :mis, ;wife of E. R. Ellis, died March 27, ltJ76 
' 

William Daniel Shelton, husband of Sarah E. Ellis, died December 21, 1878 
1 

Martha Adealia Ellis, l>ife of L. D. Shelton, died August 23, 1882 

' 
Elizabeth Grimes Ellis (born Oct. 20, 1824) died December 26~ 189~ 

i 
' 
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Catherine L. Ellis Johnson died May 13, 1918 

Wiley H. Ellis died March 26, 1929. 

Se.rah Elizabeth (Shelt.Dli) Hill died December 16, 1936 

E, Robert Ellis died September 21, 1909 

John Thomas Ellis 

Benjamin FranJ.-..lin Ellil'i 

Hary Virginia 1\~litley died September 2, 1946 

IViJ.li!llil Gray Ellis/ 

Jane Renfro1v Ellis, .s'econd rlii'e of .E. R. Ellis, died -...,. _____ _ 

GRANDCHILDllE!)f OF J. R. P, W.l".T,IS AND mrsY G. J1LLIS 

l1ary V, Ellis Wh_itley ru.rd P. A, 'vv1litley 

Claude "-'hitley - l1aruie Barnes 
Virginia 11 Jenniell vlhitley - Bedford Drow'11 
Sallie "-'hi tley .,; Hinnant, 
Frank rlhitley ..; Sallie vlhitley (no kin) 
Edwin Whitley -1verner Dixon 

.liJ:l.llard lvhi tley - Nary Lee Hayes 
1·1. G. 11Bill11 lVhitley -Lillis Webb 
:1-!ary lVhitley - Ecickling 

- - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - . 
E. Robert Ellis and'l1ary Renfrow Ellis 

Mattie Ellis Gardner 

E. Robert EJ.J.is and Jane Renfro1; 3llis (second wife) 
Mary Ellis Hunt 

= = J:eunj,e_Ellis_W4:i~t _____ - _ - - - - -

Catherine Ellis Johnsonend John Warren Johnson 
J, R. Johnson 11Leb 11 

Bett Johnson - Harrison Hill 

' ! 
i 

ltJalter Johnson - Loj:;tie Huut . 

__ ~~d-J~rn:s~n- ________ :-:.-::-_,~:_~ ~~ --~ ~1 
J. s. Ellis ar1d Carrie Shelton Ellis 

Addie Ellis McGovran 
Alber·~ :nlis - Clyde Jolly 
Mable Ellis Newberry 
Collier N11 is 
Paul Ellis 
Lillian Ellis Sisk 
Mildred Ellis 
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Benjamin Franklin Ellis and Georgana Phelps Ellis 
Carl Ellis 
Bertie Ellis 
Leona llllis 
Maggie Ellis 
Joe Ellis 
Earl Ellis 
Edgar Ellis 
L8Wis Ellis 
Charlie Ellis 
4 others ______________ ... _____________ _ 

J. T. ~Us (Tol-:_~Land Olivia D:rzant Ellis 
La:±'ayett.e gilis 
R, P, (Bob) Ellis - Ella Broughton 
J, T. EUis, Jr. (Jack) -Ethel 
\iilliam Gray FJ.lis (Blll) - !1al'y Fields 

Sarah E. Ellis Shelton and W. D. Shelton & Sarah E, Ellis Shelton Hill and D.B. Hill 
--- - (2hd marriage) . 

W. L. Shelton - Eva f.1oore 

David G. !!ill - Irene Darden 
Guy L. Hill - Lizzie Bragg 
Oliver G. Hill 
Lizzie Hill - William Cox · ;\}:~ £ ~ 
Orpha Hill - S, L. Bd;mrds ~ 777"'1 fCciLR-u:;t, - 71\'t ,; ' 
Ruth - U 
Martha Hill - T. W. Batts 

•. 



Brickhouar. & fnrmer Jiving in the Columbia 
Jocallty i Ephraim E.~ ~·ho i! engaged in agri­
cu}tunl operations nf>ar Columbia; 1\nd John S., 
r:ngRged in Inl!rthu.ndil1'ini' in the aame Joc:&lity. 

Jrrry Brickhou~~ was ginn the b;mditn of 
~ttrndHnce at tha public acboo}ii o! Tyrrell 
County and a priv:.te ~tchoo} at Columbia. and 
Wl.l hl'ought up tJ s a brmet'£ ao.[k FolJ01'o'lng 
the death of hit~ father rnueh of the work ot 
the home pl&Ge d~volved opoo hiF youn~ ehoul­
ders, nnd he remAin~d on tbl!- home place and 
assisted in ita operut)on until 1Et95. In the mean­
while he h:td fittcc.\ hirns:t>lf as J1 te1£c.her, and for 
ten years 1au~ht in the public Echc,.ol~ ~! Tyrrell 
Countl', at the same- time en(!agir.g iu farming 
on his Jlroptrty, ·,~-·hich v..·as sit1:1al ed arven and 
one--half mile.s eu'! of Colllmbie. ln addition he 
"K·aa idn1tiJlf>d with the fi'ihing· indJstry nntiJ h~ 
l\'AS e}ectt:(] clerk of the Superior Cou .. t o! Tyr­
rell County. a pmr.jtian which he st.i!l retains. 
1li11 terrn or four :years l>egan in 19~'2, on De­
c:ember .4 of which year he took ,Jftlt"l!• and hie 
official rec:>rd hat. been EJl ~xcell.?nt one. ~fr. 
Brfck}.ouse's offices are situated in the col:lrl­
house, and his ovrn home iFj a rGm!~rt.able one 
•nd .situal.,~d on lr'(.nin Street. He is ' dcmncrat 
in his pc,Jitical affUiotion nnd h~s lo11g l,e[l11 prom­
inent in th ronkii of his party. For moie thon 
a quarter of a century, trom 1895 nr.til 1922, 
he &cr-vttd very cnpably 11.11 jur;tice o! the peace. 
JJ:r-. E'rickh6use i11 a mcr:-~.ber of the _'fiasiGnnry 
Il.npU!.t C.n:urch, nesr Columbia, and chairman 
of tht Boa.rd of Deacon&,. a11 well n.a a rnembii!T 
of the D®rd of T:..·nEUeli. During the '\\'orld v:ar 
he ae.,;i!it€,1 in the vwrk of the Sc-Jertive Dr.nft 
Board of Tyrrell County and in nurnt rous ways 
ronttibutfd to the SUCt'f'S! or .Arnericnr. arms. 

On Arnil 24, 3895, in Tyrrell C<.unty, Mr. 
Brickhot:!'l! l\'&5 united in mr~rria~e w:th Miss 
Ella McK:mm<;-, a daughter of Willi•m C. •nd 
Priscilla cBrickhnuae) Mcl\Jmmey, th~ latter of 
whom reside& W: Lh Mr. Brickhouae, 'lofhile the 
former died in Tyrrell County, wheN !ur some 
years he hnd beeu a. ~tubst.ant.ial agrfc·JJturlst. 

HoN. DAVJO G'A..U!AM BILL. '!'his cou 1try is 
theF.or.le oi we self-made man. Her~ tl1e poor 
boy !itand~ as rood, if not a betler. chan•:e than 
his rich as:.:ocia.te1 to advar•ee to ~hL.! hlt:t plaee.s, 
and hiil character iB developed by the tit.Ml~le 
he ia furced to make. Jn the olde1 countries 
birth and the accident,. of fortune plny a mote 
1mpcrtnnt part than here1 .and, yet dne eredit is 
Always f:h•en to those who are able to ri5e above 
their surroundingr;, and Df their own arcord make 
a place in th~ world fot themsc!vrs. The record!!! 
of the eountry show that in the lTlnjority of c&u;e:o~ 
the 'WOrthw!lile men are tho~:e l\'hn have had to 
fight for their plaee.s; who hove had to v.-ork and 
Etrug~]e step by step, for it is a recogniud fart 
that what comes rasily is nat spprecinted. The 
man who galns hi!!! education bit by bit, worKing 
bet9o'ren whHcs to earn the mane}' to C:An'}' h!m 
a 5tep furthH alon~r the path o! kno,..·Ied~, re. .. 
tains. and a)1preciar..ec: whet hr learn!' aJt no one 
11.:hose t'-Xpt>nP.t.>J-O ore paid !or him r.on. It jf; th~.-· 
ume "'&l· in busine~s life. The l'DUni: man whfl 
be~in• at the ho:tom and wc·rlc~ hil" wa~· UJ'l ad· 
''ancel'i further and f.t··te-r than he who iF> s;:;,·e.n 
a po!'itTon throu~h inflJentl' or wealth. Surh iR 
the Ct\M '\l.'.ith Hon. Da\·id Geahnm Hi'l. mnyor 
o! Stanlon!-.bUrJZ, ""l·o~~ }jfp ha~ l..uo'i·n f·llc-d with 
hRtrl work. Rnd wh' if. nnw t:njoyin~ Fil'l nr• of lh(• 
fru)tF of faithfulne~ol'i and ur;-:~t l ll\· Ill!· 

Me'\'or Hill "Cl'n~'> born on u ·a 11 adjhrent tr 
S,antCne.btug, Wil '' (.nun .. ·• !\o1·.h (wrfllinn; 

Marth 14, 1884, a oon of David Baker BiU, an 
grandson of Aaa Hill who wes born Jn Ed 
combe Coanty, North C.rclina, in 1816, aad d1 
In St.anton•burg in 1892. A planter o! note 
Edgecombe County, Au Hill spe!lt the grc.at 
P~ of hi• life In that part of the •tate, onJv 
co~'IU.l')~ t~ Stentonsbut-g in hili later fears. Th'e 
Hill family is one of the old ones o this eoun­
try, and well-known in the South. 

David B~ker Hill. was born in EdgocomQ. 
County. January 25, 1843~ and he died on hi11 
farm .April 25, 1!105. Rear•~ in Ed~ron1~c 
Countyl he m-.rrled there his first wife, and wa~ 
there engaged jn farming until 1878, whtn he 
moved to Stantonsburg and bour,ht his farm that 
adjoined it on the east, and he continued to OJH.:r· 
ate. this property until hili deeth, and he ul-, 0 
co~ dueled a countr)' general &ton on his farn:. ~ ,w 
th1rty years. The democratic party had in him 
a faithful supporter. He was a rnembfr of 
Jooeph Warnon Lodge N.umber 92, A. F, and A. 
N., of Stantonabur~. During the war bcLwrtn 
the &t&te.s he nn•ed a& a member of Company 
E, Forty-third North Carohna ln!antn·, and wa!'!. 
in the army during the last three ye"ars o! th~ 
war. At the battle of Gett~t6burg he • we~ 
~~unded~ but ~econred frotn his injury and n· 
)Omed h1a regJment. He tir,;t married a Mi.t, 
Daughtridge, who was born in Edgecomb<.· 
County. and died In Stantonsburg_. Tbey h&EI one 
child born to them; namely: E'o'I\'I!'Y A., whn 
~sides in \ViJaon, and la in th~ employ o! C 
Woodard Compa.ny, "''holenle grocers. Aft.c:- Lhe 
death of his tir~ wife David Balter Hill mar· 
ried Mra. Sarnh Elitabeth (Ellis) Shelton, "-'ho 
wao born in ·St.ant.onsburg, October lP, 18l>6. Shr 
aurvives her hu&band and reside!!l in St.a.ntvn!"· 
burg. The following children were born to them: 
Mnyor EiH, who was the fin.t-born; Guy. whn 
res) des in Stantonsburg. a boC~l:keeper; Olive-r 
G., 9-•ho died nt the aJ!e of lle'\"entcen rears; Liz· 
zie. llr'liO resides et 210 Daniel Strert, Wil~on, 
North Carolina, the ~dfe of V/illis.r.-. Cox, sales­
man for the Barnes·Rarre11 Compar:y, who!~:sa!e 
grocen; Orpha A., who resides in Greene Coumy. 
North C:lroHna, the wi!e o! John Lee- Edwards, 
trea.surer of Greene County, and a £.ubstan!ial 
fanner o! that re~ion; Ruth ~'a-ntz, who dierl A 
at the age o! eighteef'L monthS~; and l\Iarlha V,,l'( 
who reside$ in Stantor.sbnr,;, North C.nroHna, thr 
wife of Thamag W. Ba.tts. a f~rml'r, and commi·­
aion"'t of StanLonEburg. !lfTfi. HHi had one. ch1ld, 
William Daniel Shelton, by hc:r ftrJ>t mania~e. 
and he i& now relilding near St.D.r.tonsburt:. a 
fanner and commiuianer o! 'Wilson CountY. 

~avid Grahnm Hill attended the rural &d\.::"'£!1~ 
t111t1l he "-'as tweh•e "ears old. but frorn tht't1 hn1l 
t.o work Cln the :farnl and in the store 01'o'ne4 by 
hil' father. When the latter died hP took chll.rt:r 
o! the home farm, and condue~d it for fivt! 
yeara. Inheriting ·a portion of .this farm, hr &!I· 
Edsted to maKe 'e.luabl~. hut sold it and .,.ent into 
t.he retail gTocery bU!iines:l!' in Stantonsb:.a·~. and 
rontinued to operate this buFiner;s untiJ January 
1, 19l5. "'hen he bf>gan O)X'ratin~:" the munk1p::ll 
elrctric plsnt of Stanton!'bUrJ!". On January 1, 
1917, he (han~ed hi!< oeclJplltion, at that lime· 
becomin~ a member of tht' selling fone or J. M. 
Bumetl, merchant, of Sim&, North Ce rolin.a. and 
ront1nued to hold that po,:ition nntil Januar~· l, 
l£-20. \\·hen he entered tht- McGowen Furnitvn 
Company of Stanfonshurs:, in v.·hieh he mAih­
tnlned an inter~H and s-erved as aecrt"to.r}' of thL· 
cumpar.y until Febrt.UU'l' lB-. l~23. Since th('n hr 
hH bern a tallorin!l' sale~man "M:)th thf> Arthur 
l"a~h Cotnpnn~· r>f Ch1Cinna1i, OhicJ, and co''C~r· 

,., ... 
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. WiJ•on, GrHne, Wayne and Duplin counties. His 
omt"'ts are in the Muonie DnildinJ:' on lriain 
Street. Stantonaburg. Ht is unmanjeci and reo­
aides with his mother .on Yelverton Stret:t. Ever 
a1nce he cost his first vott Mr. H!Jl hu b-een 
llctlve in the local de.,moeratic- party. Be served 
for Geve-ral )'ean as a justirt of' the peace, and 
wu elected mayor of Stantonsburg in May, 1924, 
tor a term of t·wo ye-nrs, and Js giving his heme 
city a bu&ineaalike admini~trstion and promoting 
ita fnterests in every way l\"ithin hi6 pl)wtr. He 
is a mt>mber of the local Metl-.odis! Episcopal 
Church, Sou:..h, ·and ib one of the £tel\·ard.!l of the 
churc:h. A Mason, he heJJn~ to Joseph Warren 
Lad•• Number 92, A.. f. and A. M. ot which 
he i• a post master. In lu•lness life ~t.·. Hill i• 
aagsc:iot~s, alert and reliable, e1td •~ a public 
official he is honorablu, pnm,t a11d tr1.1e to every 
rez:ponsibiljty. He fa deeply interested in . all 
th&t pertain'! to modern advancement and Jm­
provtment, and dettrmh.ed to keep his dty 
abre.ut of obe!'s of its eit<!, A friend tn cburchE's 
and public scho-ols he has always v.·~rl<td hard 
in their behalf. end· Stantr>nsbnl"J! h> prouJ of its 
re-cord along the&e Jinc:s. 1-Jje charities are rnnny, 
altllough the majority of them are l'Vlt mode pub­
lic, for Mayllr HilJ ill 1101 one to extol his own 
virtuts or b~nevo]enc>es, t.nd he is ahran. glnd 
to lend a helping hand til those less fortunute 
than hi.n£eJf, his own earTy Ftruggles making him 
r;ymp.a.tbetic .and undentanding-. 

WD.LIAM CHR!STIAN MAN'NJN'G. To some iftdi­
viduals are granted diversl!ird ta.Jents '9.·hh:h they 
h~ve the abiJity to utilize f·Jr the- benefit not on]y 
o! themselves but humanity at large. With a 
broader fteJd in which to labor su!:h men can 
direct their efforts in more directions nnd tht>Te-
1ore reach men in even· avenue of life's ncti\·iLy. 
Coming into eJuer toueh with &Uc:h, their own 
sympathie~ are broadened, their scope af useful­
ne!! 't\1dened .and their ov.'l\ characters strength .. 
ene-d. Warking aUad!a.stly t"\\'ard humar:ltarlan 
ends, ~uch ml!n become the best and mo:"'t \"alunble 
ndj'ands which their comm1.1liities mny poasess. 
In this cla~s undoubtedJy sto.nds Wi1hnm Chris­
tian Mannjng, of 'VilJinmston, pubJisher of the 
Enterpriae1 and who as pre~ident of fhe North 
Carolina Cbrist.I.e.n Missionary Con,,.ention is at 
the head ot the Christian Churoh in the •tate of 
North Carolina. 

Mt. Menning was born nur James"t"iBe, Martin 
County, North CaroHna. Februnl"y 3, l~'il, end 
Ia a aon ot Hon. John W. and Sarah M. (Daniel) 
ld'annlo$!. The oris;inal Msnning ance~or came 
to America from EngJand during ColontoJ time~ 
and took up his home in North Carolina, whe-re 
bh descendant! have r-eacheod high places in b1.1Si· 
ness, th.e pro!esslone, polJtJc"' and mHit:::rry and 
c!.-il life. John Man!1ing, the g-riil1Mnthor of 
William C. Mannlng. was born near Jnmesvl11e, 
wbere he apent his e-nUre life-. eonfining his activi­
tie to hia e:rtenJ.•ve operations as a plar.!.t>r. He 
m3rried Elizabeth Manning, who was born and 
d!ed ntar J amel!Vi!le. 

John W. Manning W'llll born Docember 18, 1842, 
!lear Jamesville, and wu about eighteen ,.eara 
af ~ at the outbreak of the war between tho 
•.litH.. Ho Ot<l onli•tt<l In th• ••'·olry o1 tho 
~~n~ am..-. and 1<M11 hi• ftrc•t ~"" <>! 
•11-..t •"l'l~ ~nlbted "" a ~mhor af 
tile St.,..ntftnth Ruimtnt, Kort.l\ C.rolina ln­
flultey, with ..-'bi<h loe oorvod until the clooe of 
tho 'll'a.t, tiL" ... mt.ary n-eord bcin.c an e..xc-ellent 
~ ud indudio,<: tolt~\ll perfo:'IJ>AII« oi du!Jc 
¥ ~~ ~"''s -.nJ ~ .... \~r:.; in """" o! t,bu h..:o~· 

fought engAgements of the c-reat aectional strug~ 
glt, He returned to hia home July 4. 1866, and 
m.uried Sarah M. Daniel, •ho Wa! born Septetn .. 
her 18, 18-U, ne-ar Jamesville-, and died on the 
heme plantation November 24, 1900~ She W-ZI..!I a 
daught•r of William and B~llie (Roberson) Dan­
iel, both of whom diod on the old Daniel planta­
titrn, which had beeJ'Ii innhe Daniel family for 
m11re than 200 yean. e trrandllartnt$ were 
thrifty, hard·working, God- e.e.rjng people, worthy 
of the respect in which t'her v.•ere held. caring 
for their fields and carryin,l! on witb alave labor 
tb~ operations on the old plantation ei~ht miles 
south o! James\·ille. An ancestor of ~Jr .. Man­
ning on the Daniel side wa~; a Revolutionary 
soldier, who, upon hearing of the o1.1tbreak of 
thG Ameri<'Wl colonies from the motbe:r country, 
m11de such hnste to join the patrint army that 
he did not ha,·e time t-o make a regular will. He 
th~refore made a verbal wiU, which is the onl;sE 
on! of the non-<"upative, or 1'not written," re­
corded in Martin County. 

i5hortly after his marriage John W. Manning 
bou~ht the home -plantation, !it'l!ated 11even mi1es 
~outh of .Tamesvll!e, and that property continued 
to be hi&: hc:1T11e until hia death, December 24, 1903. 
Ht: wns a m:m of indust'r)', a ~ki1led planter and 
a J!Ood mnMager, and waa .able to accumulate ~· 
gntifying competency, being known aa one of tha 
auhstantial men of his locality. He was a demo­
crat in his pf>lidcal allegiance and prominent in 
his part}" and in public life, re-preaenting Martin 
County in tht lle,sjon of 1887 in the General As· 
aen1bly. H£' a]so was a stahvart supporter of 
the Christinn Church. and a eonsiatenl member 
of the Kni,~:hts of Honor. He and his v.•ife were 
lhe parent~ o! three sana: Aso. J., a !ormer 
edt.cator and now clergyman o! the Christian 
Church at 'Wiiliamston; WiiJiam Christian, of' 
thiu re\·i~"·; and .Joseph E., "'·ho owns and 
operates the home plantation and ja aJ60 en­
ga~-ed in the in!'>urance bu11iness. 

\VH!iam Christian Manning rrce1ved a rurat 
s<"hool education in Martin CotJnty and "-as 
rE'ared on the home- hnn, In the cultivation of 
which he- assiJ;te:l un~ he was twent,.··t!jght years 
ol age. From 1898 ntil 1908 he &erved in the 
cnpadty of rE"gistu. of deed! of Martin County, 
and in the b.tt.er year became b1-• purchn.se owner 
nn~ ,ubJisheJ• Q! the Enterprise newspape!'· of 
WiJJiamston.. which he- has contin1.1ed to edit and 
pt:.bHsh "'"ith Ruc:cess. Th~ Ente-rpriae, which 
was established in 18991 ie a de-mocro.tic o!'g.e.n, 
and has o. Ja.rge circuJation in .Martin .and tho 
surrounding co1.1nties. Tht modern plant and 
offi::es are loc:nled at the corner Qf Main and 
Smithwick l'treeb, at Williamston. ·where Mr. 
Manr,ing alfio co~dueb • flrst-cJaaa job printing 
e~>lablis-hment. He Bives his reade-rs a eJean, 
whole&ome, reliable and i.nteresUng newapnper, 
with pertinent editorial•, local matter and world 
naws, and has gained aavertising aupport an ths 
part o! merchants and prolesaiona.l men. Re ill 
the owner of 11n a.Uractive home on Haughton 
Street. He has contributed to the upbuilding 
and progre•• of the commonlty the Wi!li11111rrton 
Telephone Company, which be founcj..S In 1900, 
and of which he i• otiJI tho manaGV, o.ltboogb 
he F<>ld it to the C..rolina Tel~boM and Tole­
i!'r&~h Cnmpo.n,y in 1!'!6. Po!ihoallT Ur. l!an­
nin~ i.! a d-emv::-n.t. Re taS rean:d in tbe .faith 
of th.. Chri::ti .. n Churc:h. and ia no..- p~de!lt o! 
til• North Carolina Christian Missionary Con­
Vf'ntion. which automa.tic:ally places him at the 
lw>d of 11"1 Cl>ri.±ian Cburdo in tbto gla, He 
i• :u.,......., ' -~< Q{ ti>o. ~ <::!. ~ 
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INTRODUCTION 

It was actually about thi~:ty-cight years ago that I learner! .,J. th,, 

C!Xistence of twenty-thr~e letters written to h:i.s \Vife Elizab(;!.:.h by my 

kinsman Josiah Robert Peele Elli~, a well-to-do planter who lived in Wilson 

County, North Cat'olina, about a mile northwest o£ Stantonsburg, ,.,here Lne 

road forks in the r2spective directions of Black Creek and ~.Jilson. At that 

time I made copies of tl·~~.:::: letters and also of th~ infonnation ruc~n:cic-c-! i_n 

the family Bible, 

J, R, P, Ellis was born on July 11, 1821, in what was then FA!gecombe 

County, and was the only child of Lewis Ellis by his first ~;ife, Mary Pc;ele, 

daughter and only hei t' of Robert: Peele VI of the distinguished vld Quakt>~c 

family, His father later married a young widow named Zilla (Morris) Simms 

who bore him an additional ten children. The family lived comfortably and 

the boys were educated nt Hopewell t\c:ademy which ·numbered t.hei.r father nmon~; 

its founders and trust,es. Lewis Ellis died in 1854, and the Wilson Cour:Ly 

Census of 1860 estimated the ro:=al and personal wealth of his eldest son at 

$6,630 (well over $100,000 at 1977 values). 

Josiah Ellis was appat'ently drafted fot' military service through some 

official inadvertence, but was too proud not to join nis friends and relatioils 

who were alre.ady set"ving in Company C, 43r.d Noi:'th Carolina State Troops 

Regiment, C. S. A, Leaving at home his wife and ten children whose ages 

extended from seventeen years to t<.:m months, he is recorded as ha•Jing reported 

for ..enr.ollment .at Camp Holmes. .. on November .23, .1863, ,The 'last surviving 

Company Muster Roll, that of July and•August, 1861>, found him on aetive uuty, 

but \oJe know from other sources that ht~ received a fatal wuund lal:f~ in Sep­

tember and died in October, 1864, a~ J.incoln Hi.lieary HospiL,• 1 in Washi;;,Loll, 



.;. ' 
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D. C. 

The Forty-Third Regiment contained ten Companies, including C fc·om 

Wilsbn County and E from EdgecombE~ County. Lieulenant-Colonr~l thomas .C~ 

Kenan would become a prominent citizens of Hilson after the. Har, \Vhi.l.c' 

Surgeon Hilliam T. Brewer was already living in the vicinity of Black 

Creek in l860o Adjutant Drury Lacy, ...Tr~: was a son of tht~ Re.ver(~nd Drury 

Lacy·who served as Chaplain of General Military Hospital No. 2 at Wilson 

during the Civil Har. 

Josiah Ellis reached the Forty-Third just in time to participat.e in 

the s.c-tion against Meade's Army at Hine Run on November 26, l863o Tht:: 

Federals retreated north o£ th0 Rapidan River, and both armies bui 1 t <.l~!d 

settled into their winter quarters. However, Ell is's Regiment was detached 

and sent to eastern North Carolina as a pal~t of Hokc~'s Brigade, Pickett's 

Division. Their first action 'lvas t.o drive the Yankees back to New Bern from 

their position at Bach-£lor 1 s Creek Bridge~ 

Being unable to have any succ~:-;ss against the main enemy works at Ne\.J 

Bern, they marched to Kinston and remained for sevecal weeks before gojnb 

to· Plymouth, and, assisted by the ram Albemarle, p;-;rticipating in the attack~; 

., .. of April 18-20, 1864, chat culminated in the surrender of th2 Tov;n and the 

tvithdrawal of the enemy flutilla~ The next: engagements occurrec.l (Jn the 

afternoon of May 2 and the morning of May J about nine miles from Washingt:or. 

(North Carolina), and 11 the en.?-1~7 H3re forced back in a running fight \·iil.:hin 

sight. of the town. 11 

··"Before Washington could be taken, their. Brigade was ordered l::o gn 

immediately to' Kinston and t.:hencs to Petersburg. The. 43rd was the first 

Regiment to arrive there and was sent immediately into th-2 ~veakly rp.Llnned 



<>' . 

' .J entrenchments in fr.ont of the City, facing General Butler's thnJat. After 

the· other. t·roops arrived, they participated in rapid movt~ments over s 

distance of about thirty miles from south of Petersburg to north of RJ._chrnDrd, 

concluding v;ith a violent attack upon the Federals at Drewry 1 s Bluff at day·~ 

light on Nay 16, 186<\., 

, , Jlaving captured a battery and helped to drive the floeing encemy l:u 

Bermuda ·Hundred, the 43rd Regiment was ordered to march tn Drewt-y' s Bluff 

and to proceed by boat to Richmond and by rail to 1"1ilford Station, in th~:.~ 

direction of Fredt;:ricksbu1·g, where they detrained and JTL::'l.rched to the vicini. t.y 

of Spottsylvania Court House by the night of Nay 21, again embodl.ed into lhe 

Army of Northern Virginia, After over sixty miles of hard marching, they 

confronted ·the Federal forces near Hanover Junction on May 23, but Company 

.c sav; little action. 

The enemy withdrew· about nightfall, and the ent.:.ire Confederate force 

began an advance towardR Richmond that Has broken bv light skit:mishcs on ~-i.Jy 

3L :and June 1, the Battle of: Caines's Hill on June 2, and the sharp Battle of 

·,Gold Harbor on,June 3, after which they camped for ::en clays at Gaines's i•lil! 

befoee t~ece.i ving orders to continue to Lynchburg, which they rc.ach(-'!d (;il June 

18. "The enemy withdrew without offering battle, and the pursuit invo[.ved 

only. it.ight skirmishing at Liberty, at Buford 1 s ·cap on ·June. 20, and Sal. em: 

the. next day. On June 23 they continued towa:tds th,_,_ Potonu:1c .. River,· c2achin,~~ 

\\Staunton on JUne 27 and 1Iarpe1·' s Ferry on July t+ 1 which they occupied LLmid 

con'sid'erable: skirmishing on July 5, followed by a battle in :he rear of 

Mary1and. He1.ghts on July 6, 1861;. 

,·Passing through Crampton's Gap, the Confederate forces reached Fredel'ick 

on July .€1 and drove General Le\v \.JaJ.lacet s Division from its posilion on Lhc 

Honocacy Ri.verG The next day they start8d towards Washington and reached 



Fort Stevens at midday of July ll, "within sight of the dome of the Federal 

Capitol. 11 After some sharp fighting and the arrival of two fresh enemy corps 9 

lhey withdrew on the night of July 12 and crossed the Potomac River near 

Leesburg on July l4a 11 Thus, within thirty days the army of which the Foi.·t.y­

Third composed a part had marched about five hundred miles and taken part in 

not less than twelve battles and skirmishes, in most of whi.ch the enemy \Yen~ 

dE::.feated ~vi th severe losses. 11 

Followed by Union troops, lhey crossed the Blue Ridge Hountains at 

Snicl~er' s Gap on July 17, 1864. Turning upon their pursuers near Snickc,r \s 

Ford, they inflicted fairly heavy losses by drivi•-,g them into the Shenandoah 

River. Having moved towards Strasburg on July 19, they an-;.ved at Fisher's 

Hill the next day. On July 24 they assisted in the attack upon the enemy at 

Kernstmvn and the pursuit across the Potomac River for some distance into 

Maryland. I11volved almost daily in marching and counter-marching, the Regiment 

took part in battles at Winchc.~tcc on August 17 ~ Charles tO\·:~ on AugusL 21, 

Smithfield on August 29, Bunker's Hill on September 3, (second) Winchester on 

September 19, and Fi sher 1 s Hill on September 22, 

Since the Confederate forces were defeated in the last engagement and 

forced to retreat up the Val J ('Y of Vieginia as far as Waynesboro befo1:" 

receiving sufficient reinforcements to stop their pursurers, it appeetrs a lr.:~n; t 

certain that Josiah Robert l')culo Ellis t·eccived his subsequ(1ntly falal v.roUIId 

and was among the men captured on September 22, 1864. Between October 1 and 

13 the Forty-Third Regiment slowly ''orked its·-way down the Valley and back to 

Fisher's Hill. On the night of October 18 they moved to the lef:t rear of the 

Federal <lamp at Cedar Creek, upon \vhich they made a successful attack rlte ne;,:t·. 

morning; but increasing enemy strength forced them to withdt·aw in the after­

noon and to retreat under pressure back to their old position at Nev1 ~"l.:lrkct~. 
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The successful repulse of a foray by a considerable body of Union cavalry :,car 

there about November 22, 1864, terminated the noted "Valley Campaign" of 186''· 

Hugh Buckner Johnston 

Hilson, Noeth Carolina 

May 20, 1977 
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[Undated, •lit late in 1863, 
probably just prior to his 
leaving for Virginia] 

2 3 I' NBS glad 'to hear that Cole and Tomy gal home safe. If any of you 

come, you wirl have to get a pass to come· over the bridge. Direct your letcers 

to· J. R• P. Ellis, 
. - 4 5 ~ 

Kinston, ltJ Rc'gt~, Co, C, Hoke's B1:-igacle, Pick(,1tt 1 s DivL.inJJ., 

l also·desire your prayers. Your affectionate husband until death. 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

P. S. They have stopped the daily mail. The mail only comes rlonciay and Thursday, 
,, \ 

( 2) 

7 
Camp near Nod en Ford, Dec. 4/63 

11 

Dear .Wife and Children: 

Having a favorable opportunity I will endeavor to drop you a fm; lines to 

let you know r· am still living. I left Kinston on Sunday, thr:o; 22nd of i'lovcmbc!r. 

8 
I was. sent· to 'Goldsboro and then to Raleigh, and then to Camp Holmes and wus 

9 10 enro !led: . They told me that I had to go to Lee Is Army 0 r Bragg Is' so 1 811l 

11 12 with' the 43 Regt. with Rufus and Edwin Amerson. J got to this Company 

last Thursday'night at 11 Cl 1 clock. 
13 

We !.eft Orange Court Hous'' about sun~ct 

and walked'' about 'iS mq es. I had been there about 30 minutes when ""' recei. ved 

o"rders ~to -'march, SO-"we had to start and march 7 or 8 mi] es. 1 . .Je "'ere then .-~!1rehccl 

i·n·.a' lin'e ·o'f.. ~ba'ttle and remained there until clay. And then Wt: st.arted and rnarchc:d 

until aboUt '9 o'clock and then ~>JC met the Yankees and throwed in a line of batt.lc~. 

~: 



And then in about ten minutes the sharpshooters \¥ere firing. They kept up 

shooting until night, and then we fell back some 2 oL' 5 miles c:md 1..rcnL to 

throwing up breastworks, and if you E.:ver .sm-.r poor fel]_ows work, then 1\rn.s the 

About sunrise thr~ sh.-:tt·ps:hoot.~'l:S \Vel:T scr.nt ouL againo I w:ts .SI·ttL wi Ll1 

them and by the time we got to our post we saw Ll1c Yanks conn'.ng: ancl I.11 nbot1 L 

5 minutes U.hey were shooting us and the bullets were coming whistling. In 

about 10 minutes a bal.l struck a man in the face, and I had to help tote hiE; 

off the field with the balls striking all around me. Two struck ;l man that 

'vas on my side a-touching me. The.r.e is no use in telling you allout being 

scared, for it will scare the most of the time. We got our breastwo,.cks done 

and I felt, tolerable easy under the circumstances. We lay then· 4 dc:ys a-

waiting for the Yank to advance on us, but on the 4 night they left us and 

we. started afte.r them, but I did nol: want to caLch them much, s(l we r<..~n them 

over the Rapidan 1L+- and then we turned back and 1marchc:d some 0 oJ· iO 111ilL's i.l1;d 

struck up camp and stayed all night, so we started back to our old camp. I 

help bury a dead man this morning. 

I received your letter that you send me my A. J. Ellis 15 
rmd was glad 

to hear that you and children were well excepts colds, and »till hope that you 

are still enjoying the same blessing. You said something about hit·ing Eas arcd 

E 'l 16 ffil y. You can do as you please, but I think you hJ.d bettc~r hit·e them if 

they don't ask too much for them. You had better try to make support H you 

canQ .Encourage the children to be smart and saving and careful, for you o.nd 

they are left dependent on your own exertions for a 1 i ving, and I sincercdy 

hope you will do well. 

I must come to a close~ 

J. R. P. ELLIS 



'. 

(3) 

The Cam_:. of the 143rd Dec. 9ch li)L)J 

Dear Wife and Children: 

This may inform you and £ami ly that I am very um;ell though I am L!p, 

I have a very heavy cold and cough" I have to lie out and take the weather as 

it comes. We have no slu~lter Ptt nil to protect us. I havr:;. to drill 4 hou1-s a 

dayo Cooking and drilling takl~ all our time& We have to t:ote our v1ood nearlY 

a half··mile. lt is very cold here now, and I suffer with cold a-nights~ I 

have not cover enough to keep me warm. I have as much as I can tote, and in 

fact more if Iihave to1::march much, so don• t send me. any clothes or cov~·:r.. l 

got a permit .. td go and see the boys in Staton•s 17 old Co. I am with the boys 

now; They all seem glad to see ms and it makes me feel proud to see so many 

of rilJ old friends. The boys are all well he1:e. 

You have no idea how badly I want to see you and the children. I WL'Ulr: 

give"all the money.you have got just to be with you and if 1 could stay and 

not· be troubled, but. that time has passed, 1' am·.afraid,. Lii:eut. KilletlS want.s 

Wyatt. Lynch19 to bring him a qt. of the old peach brandy. You can let hi.m have 

it .. ·,and T. Barnes20 wants a qt., too.. You can send it, also, and send m~.:- ..1 qt.o 

by \vyatbff he will. bring it. They want it for Christmas, They will pay me 

foi::iit, ...... ·, 

'Thomas· Mumford 21 wants a l.i· bushel of potatoes. Send them if you c''n by 

anybody,".Write as· soon as this comss to hand. Don't put it off a minute, for 

I -want· to ·hear: from you once .:1 tveek without fail. I must come to a close as 

Tom wants to ·rsend some in this letter,. so nothing more, only I remain yours as 

ever;· 1 

J. R. P. ELLIS 



I 
~: 

I 
! 
), 

i 
l' 
\ 

i 
! 

~ L..-_ 

himo He :says the -letter that was sent to you was wri ttcn to Becly 22 .::md they 

made a mistake and ·backed· it to you, so that is the way the mistake 1vas made. 

He \Vants ·you to forgive him for it4 Nothing more .. 

THO. HUMFORD 

(4) 

Camp of the 43c·Regt. N. c. State Troor.s 

Sunday Dec. 13th/63 

Dear IHfe &' Children: 

I received your letter this morning. l cannot express the Joy and comfort 

it ~ffored me to hear from you and the children and to hear Lhat you and the 

family were well. This leaves me well except a cold and cough. Bettie, I 

know that you were troub-led when you hea·rd of _rny misfot-tune, but _:the-rei.s no USl-~ 

to grieve about ito I am certain that somebody was the cause of it or else 

they '"ould have conscribed nearly all the Companyo They singled out a fGIV o£ 

us and let the rest stay. But maybe it is all for the best, for I arn among a 

heap of rnignty' good boys here. I heard more cussing in the Company at Kinston 

in one day ·than I have heard since I have been in can1p in Va. I hardly ever 

hear an o!ith here. The boys have been very kind to rne sincco I have been her", 

·particularly Rufus and Edwin Amerson. The nigl1t I got to camp they had all 

drawn their' 2 daysr rations ready to march, and the provl.sions bad been sent 

back ··so we' could ·not draN any at all. 

Rufus··and Edwin divided their rations with me. If it had not been for. Lhem 

I should. &~ve suff~red. I shall never forget the boys for their kindness to me, 

rw,• • .,.· (.;: 



and it ~1ay be that I can do somc'·hing for them to pay them for their ki.r:dnt:!ss. 

I hay,e seen a good many of my old acquaintances since l have been hore .. 

They all seem to be surprised at seeing me here) and if th8 hnys had t:hci.r 

way I should go home, The officers have been mighty kind to me and Capt. 

Ilnrnes 23 .seems to hate it mighty bad, He se.id he would send me f.1orne if he 

had his way and let me stay there. Betty) there iR no chance t.1) get a l_·l.ll'-

lough, for there are men in this Company that have never bad a furl.ou.~h >incc 

they have been :Ln service, so you know t:hey will come before me) 

no chance for me. You said you '"an ted to hire Lewi.s. 24 I think you hild l><.:Lt•·r 

hire him !i.f you can, and hire Eas and Em:' if you can. I don' t know what to say 

about the price, or at least I want you to hice enough to have all the land that 

lay out, and the. orchard anyhow, if not the graveyard piece. I would have Lhat 

field where the tar trough is so~1ed in small grain whr;re it is strong enou,t..;h t.o 

bring it. I want to know where you sowed rye. Hire Le\Vis if you can. You had 

better get W, Barnes, 25 Edwin Barnes,26 and I, U. Amerson27 to assist yoll in 

hiring the negroes and instruct you about your business~ I am in hopes they 

will take some inte.rest in my business. You must do like you did by the wheat. 

If you want Lewis give whatever they ask, so hire him anyway, but don't be in 

too big a hurry about it, Try to find out what she. asks for hiul and let me 

know. Betty, you must be saving \·lith your corn fl!:lr I know it is scarce, You 

must enc<;mrage the bO)tS and try to get them to work, for t:hcy haven 1 t: got nu~ t.o 

provide ,for them now. Betsy, I am in hope. you will get along and make a pienty 

to live on and pay youc expenses. t.Jillic, 28 now is the time fol~ ycHl and Boh29 

to show your smartness.. Just show the folks that you can work. It ~t.till be th1.' 

making of you;: for life, You ane doing right to send the children to school. 

Send them all you can spare, 

You said you reckone.d I wanted to hear something about To be. 30 You kn•W 



.. , . 

that'"''par:i'' ,"as he calls me always wants to hear ft·om him, Tell him that I 

dreamed ·of h~>gging :and kissing him last Friday night. and "pap" wfls mighty 

urieasy about him. You mt).st bake him some cakes and let "pap• s" boy have some 

just when we warits them. Tell him l:hat 11 pap 11 will come home some time to set' 

him if he 'lives, but he don't know when, Give my respects to all the neighbors 

and· inquiring friends, 

Nothing more at present, only I remain yours truly. 

J. R, P. E:LLTS 

To·Betty Ellis, Write soon and give me all the news. l like to have> 

forgot! send me' some stamps in yoLtL- next letter for I cannot get any her,, 

I cannot·.pay for this letter. You must send me some pepper by Lynch and send 

me and' Killet some brandy, 

•\' (S) 

Camp of the 43rd Regt. N, C. 

> I December 21st 1863 

Dear \-life & ChiJG!ren: 

l received your kind letter on the 16th of lnst.' but could not anmv.or 

it until· thi·s morn'ing on account of the duty l have to perform and the bad 

weathllr~ We have had seveL-al very cold days and right smart rain, and 

c'ons'equ:ently beihg exposed to the weather 1 can.··write only in gond t.ve.a.th<?.r~ 

I know: you think long of the time, for l !<now you want to hear from me cv"ry 

day·or·two1 for 1 know·I think very long of the time if I don't get a lett:er 

every:week', but I am in hopes you will excuse me as my chance is so bad and 

write me ·regul·arly· if l do not to you. 

31 ''l 'am sorry for poor little ~1artha, for I know th8 toothache• is bad cnUUf<,h 



for grown folks,- le,t alone a poor little child. Tell an the little children 

that pappy said howdy. Hug and kiss them for me, for you don't know how 

bacll y I want to seG you and t hr' chi 1 d rPn. T wnul d g -j Vt?-. mo rc~ t:o sec~ you .mel my 

poor little babies than anything in this wotld; but ibis out o[ the question, 

for I don 1 t expect to see you all <)OOn if ever J·.n this troublesome; world, but 

l will• live .in hopes that I shall see you all again ,.;ome time. 

Betsy, I am now on the banks of the Rapidan on picket~ I can set~ the 

Yankees ~1hent!ver I look act·oss the River, and hear their drums beating w1Li_L:-

l am writing to· you. l stayed here last night in the cold, and l expect t;o 

have to ·stay tonight. It is mighty cold here nm·1 and looks like. snotNing~ but 

that~· i·s what the boys want to see.. They say if it would snow we could have 

a little.rest. 

You wrote to know what to do about selling that bat·rel of brandy. I wottld 

no·t·s~lL·it·yet, for you don't ne2d the mon3y. I don't want you to r-etail it 

out. "l just wanted you to s2nd me and :(illet 3 qts. for Christmas and k~ep 

the--bcHance until you hear from me. B~tsy, you can hire Eas and Em if you 

thitlk··'you can make them work, for th'3y are worth $75 Dollars. I reckon i£ times 

keep: Jl..~ke.:> they are nmv you can hire Letvis if you can. Betsy, I want Yl·U to 

pay Penny32 and :Susan Edmondso!133 for their negroes, and also pay Stephen 

Woodard34,a. note that hco holds against me, or get somebody to do i.t for you. 

Betsy, J, don•t.warrt you to expose yourself too much and lay yourself up, buL 

think you had .better try Lo can:y on the farm about lik1.~ L clicl~ if Yt>U doo 1 L, 

you will have· ,to. sell some of the stock) i.£ you don't hav2 to anyway. Betsy, 

be saving-with the corn, for now is th::! time to .commence ··sa:.Ving it, and b2 

saving, with the cow feed. 

Betsy, I. can't think of anything eLse nmv as I knm.v of nothi.ng that \olOul i 

be any ·profit to you, so good- bye until you hear from your husband again" 

Write soon and let me heat~ ali_ the nmvsc 

J. R. P. ELLIS 



.Send ·me some stamps. 

(6) 

Camp of 43 Regn. Jan, 3rd 1864 

Dear liife and Children: 

l read,.both .·of your letters" One came to hand last Nonday da·ted Dec" 

24, and··the other one Thursday 31st. Th<Oy both found me ~;elL except a coid. 

I was glad· to hear from you and the family and to hear that you I>Jere all '"' ll, 

and I 'stiU live·.in hopes that you are all enjoying good health. I haven't 

~<lritten to .you· since last Nondc.y was a we-ek ago. I know that you think lqng of 

th:::: time, .. but Betsy, I hav~n 1 t got the chance to write:~ when I want to, though 

I am in hOpes that il shall have a. be.tter chance from nmv for we have moved in 

winter quarters. 

Betsy, ~;e ·had a sorry Christmas. l did not have my brandy to drink and but 

very little to eat, Th2. night b·:!f:ore Christmas we received a d~spatch tlv ... L th"2 

Yankees·.were advancing in a heavy Ecn~ce, so cons\~quently we rccei.vec! on:lers 

t:o be.ready to march in a mom2nt 1r, notice, so we had tc li2. with our equipagr~ 

where we· could lay our hands on it an any time, But th~ night pc.ss:!d away 

Until idaybt~eak Christmas morning, when we were called out and f€:11 in rGmk.s 

r.eady to march. WD remained in rnnks a short time and then we wer2 ot~d.~rnci to 

stack our arms but not pull orr our knapsacks, or c.9.rtridg~: box.·s. 

all day- 1in that·'fix until about sunset \4e-· \Ver8 ordered down on the riVt:!r on 

picket, :where we. stayed until Saturday about 1 o 1 clock. We were then t:eli.·~\'ed,.. 

so you can guess·how l spent Christmas, 

\We· .then :sta:-r.ted ·f.or out" .winter quarters, wh:::.re I am nowo He had to ma1·ch 

.some 12 or 15 miles. Betsy, I never was so .nearly broken dmvn in my lif2o Vl-.::. 

WJLSON COUNTY PUBLIC UBR;Z\N:'f 



got to our camps about one bout' in th~?. night. Then it commenced .'r~'?..ilii1_:tg <ind 

it rained 2 days and nights of£ a.nd on, so r.ve had a bad time nf it. you liVJ:' 

depend, Tuesday I ;rorked all c:ay for the Cap, ,35 so on Hecincosday I W'·nt to 

work on me a house .. Thursday it rain<2d all cloy, but it did not stop WI:; irom 

work for I had to stay in the rain anyway, so I worked wi t:h all my might. 

Betsy, I have done as hard a w-2ek 1 s work as ever I did in my life, so I cun 

nearly _broken .down but I have got my house so I can live in it and keep J!~y r:,-,d 

and v.u1rm in the day time. I am not done with it yet. \.Jheu I gr~t it don'· i.t 

11ill be .very comfortable, 

Betsy,. I think you had better take your little family of children end 

come and live w;l.-th me.. Betsy, you say you want to see me ver-y bad., I know 

you do, but ,that-.. _ is out o£ the question for there is no chance for me to come 

home, so it is not worth iVhi le to think about it. 

the best you can and pt'6vide for my poor little chqclren the best you can, 

ancl in the mep,nl:ime take care: o£ yourself. Belsy, you must do the br:.:st you 

can ,about h.idng somebody to 1vork, Hire Lewis i£ you want l:o and pay for h.im 

when ·you. hire him. If Hrs. Hhi tley36 will have the pay, maybe you can g•ot \,im 

a lit:tle, lower. J7 38 Get Wash Barnes or Hr., Amerson to assist you if yoU- c.a11 

about .hiring ~someone to work for you, for I can't assist1 you as I lcno\v of, .·;o 

I am in:s·hopes:·th·at 'some of the neighbors will assist and insLruct you hoV·l to 

farm • .- . · ' . 

. Betsy, I '"'-nt to know hoiv many hogs you fattenEd, how many : .. barrels of 

corn· ,_an& how. many potatoes you had, and hmv many sows and pigs and shoats} 

and iif ·.you will"·have cmv fe~d. enough &c. Betsy, you must br::: sparing with m ·L 

and .corn ... I. only get ~ of a pound a. day and I have missed drawing 3 cl.cJ.ys t;1is 

week, so that left me 3/4 of a pound a -wc~ek. I g~t one pound of flour a day, 

but· we miss drawing flour some days. I~- is pretty close living but I hav~~ ;ri2.d-:; 



out· not to' suffer much yet. I am afraid we shall have to live on a heap 

less yet if the war roQ)Vllltiinues much longe.t'. 

Betsy, I had a rarity this morning for breakfast. l had some coffee 

and sugar, I thought of you when I was d~:inking it and '"is bed you had i. L to 

drink for your breakfast. We have been drawing suga1~ and coffee thi~; \.Jedc., 

and if I keep drawing it 1 ant going to send you some coffee. ~.Je draw a 

spoonful apiece a day, and J am going to save mine and send it to you. l. 

had· rather you had it to drink thau to dr.ink it my selL Betsy you can I d. 

Jane Rogers3 9 have that sow and pigs, for l reckon you have got more than 

you can ·feed, 'You can get somebody to tell you what she is !<'orth. 

:Tell Mr, Barnes and Amerson that I am very muc:, obliged to them for 

assisting· you· about the pork. Be.tsy, you may keep the cloth for I don't 

need ·it here for I can• t tote many clothes here. 

come home or let the boys have it if they need it, 

Keep them for me unti 1 I 

"0 I think yau and l'a to 

have been smart since I left a-getting cloth, Betsy, I am afraid you do 

attend to your loom too much and neglect the. out of door business.,. You HlU8t 

attend· to: the farm as well as the loom. Betsy, you wanted to know how they 

broke up the Co. at Kinston, I cannot tell you, for I do not kn'''"' thouglt 

1 think somebody was the cause of it. 

James Woodaed 41 left here Last rlonday and I sent the carpet sack by him 

and also-1 pair of cloth shoes and 1 pair of drawers and l shirt. and 1 bc>ttle, 

I drew;t:he- clo'thes at Raleigh. Don't send me any clothes until I write for 

some.: ;I want you to quit !<'hipping my boy .. and let him eat in my place ancl 

bel in' my place. I want you to bake mY boy SOil\(~. cakes and let him have a 

plenty' of.· them:.,to.·eat. I dream about being in the neighborhood nearly <-.!'vc:cy 

night' and being with the children, but when 1 m;ake I am a long way feom you 

and my baby. I am in hopes that you 1;ill get along 1-1ell. It is dark and l 

must come to a close, so good-bye by dear wife and children until you hear from 
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your affectionate husband ag&in. 

J, R, P. ELLIS 

(7) 

Camp of the 43 Regt. 

Jan. 6 th/64 

Dear Wife, 

I received your box and its contents last night about 8 o'clock) and I 

'' I 

will assure you that I was \oj,': ll pleased with my Christmas present~ for it 
: i I 

came in a good time, for I had just eaten up all tl;l~ rations I had .:-md I did 
.... 

not have enough. I was just talking about b2ing at home and having good 

things &c when the news earn(~ to me that the boxes had come to the~ wag or; again, 

so I pitched off through the snow and fell in a clay-hole and wrenchec. my f<lot, 

but I am much obliged to you for it anyway, for it has been a grcc.1.t frir.:nd 
:,. ' 

to me. 

Betsy, I never found yours until this evening just .--;.t night.. B?..tty, 
,.: 

there is a letter on thD way f.or you. I have writtl~n all t:l1:~ n-..··vls ln thilt, 

. ~ ' ; 

so I shall· write you a shot't letter this time. Send rn-:-:: some more to ~at. \vhen 

it is convenient. Betty, I shoulc! be mighty glad to s.-,n you and my ehildr''"• 
. ' 

v '" 

but it is :ou.t of ths question. l would like lo know how the horses look, an..:~ 
,_., ;• 

cows, and stock generally, 1.-lillie fixed my box splendidly. I 11ant the children 

to ·.VJ.l:-i:t:e to me and let me know how th';!Y amount on learning., I w-rote Hr. Barn•::;::; 

a letter a few days back, I want you all to' write s.o01i. I· must come to· a close 
• I j •' l '• o ~ f ' 

as it is getting dark. 

Nothing more, only I r-2-ma.in your loving husband, 
. !;.:J•! 

J, R, P. ELLIS 
' ,, '. . : ~ ' 



My loving wife, 

-- ·-·----··---- ---------·---

{8) 

Camp of the 43rd, Daniel's Brigade42 

January 19th 1864 

'' ,,, .. ..;,:, .... 

I read your welcome letter of the 13th instant, It reached me on the 

27th. I was sorry to hear that my two little babies were sick, but I am in 

hopes that they are both well by this time or before now, I was glad to hear 

that you and the rest of the family were well, I am in hopes that this will 

find you and family enjoying the best of health, and I am in hopes that you 

all still enjoy good health while I am absent from you. Betsy, you did right 

in hiring Le,;is, notwithstanding you had to pay a big price for him. Yllu must 

feed him less and make him work more and try to make him earn the money. He 

will be worth more to you than anybody else Y.ou could have hired, if he will 

be, 

Betsy, I want you and the boys to do the best you can with the farm and 

get Mr. Amerson and Mr. Barnes to tell you what is the best to do and how to 

get along with your business and sow oats. If you have not got enough seed 

oats, you had better get someJ I reckon. I wanted to know when you sowed 

your rye, but you never have written to me in what field, I am in hopes·. 

you can make to eat and pay expenses. If you do, you will do mighty well. 

Betsy, you say you have paid out $700 Dollars and it is all the money I left 

for you to spend·and.it.is all you have got, Betsy, I don't understand this, 

I thought I left about 16 or 17 hundred Dollars in Confederate money and 11 

bonds one hundred Dollars each and 230 Dollars in bank bills, and if seven 

hundred Dollars has taken it all I do not know what to think, It seems to me 

you ought to have some 9 or 10 hundred Dollars in Co~federate money now, besides 

the bonds, and if you have used it: for anything you want and ne<~d, and if you 

have not got any besides the bonds, use them or sell the brandy, for 20 gallons 
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get money enough for you to use a ~vhi le. 

Betsy, I want you to explain this money matter in your next letter and 

let me know how it is, Betsy, I want you to get somebody to take those 

bonds and get the interest paid on them. Mr. Ed Barnes or \.Jash Barnes will 

take them for you and get Somc::H)ne that is·going to Ralei-gh to get the interesl 

for you, T. .Mumford is going home and you may let Willie come with him if 

you are a-mind to. Let him bring something to eat, for it is scaJ:"ce here. 

Let him take some in a bag so he can tote it, A box will be too much trouble. 

I woulc! be glad if you could pay St8phen Woodard the note he holt:s against 

me if it ain't paid, Tell Tobe hm<dy and kiss him for pap. I reed. the 25 

Dollars sent by A, J, Ellis to Kinston, 

I remain as ever, 

Dear wife, 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

( 9) 

Garysburg43 1,3 Reg. N. C. Troops 

January 26th 1864, 

I reed. your letter last night about 9 o'clock in th" highJ:Jand also the 

• . 44 sack of victuals you sent by dr. liutson. It found me as well as: conunon, 

and I hope these few lines will soon reach you and find you and th;o children 

all well. Betty, I am still at Garysburg, as I wrote i.n my other letter, 

but I do not know how long I shall stay here, I may stay here several days, 

and I may leave before night, and I have no i-clea when w,?. shall go. There an:.> 

several rumors in camp, as ahvays is. Some say we are going to Raleigh, 
1~5 

and some to Wilmington, 46 and some to Goldsboro. 47 Betty, you can let the 

boys come with Hr. Amersl>n if he cumes. Let them take something lo eat \Vi th 

them, as it is scarce in camp. BcLty) it L.: not much trouble to co1ne to camp 
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as long as we stay here. They can leave Wilson48 at 3 o'clock and get here 

at nine in the night. Betty, if I had a-known that your brother Willie49 

had a- been about 0, C. House, SO I could have found him if I could have known 

what Reg,t. and a-known what letter his Co. was, but I have left Va. and I 

don'. t care if I never go back any more as long as the war lasts, though I 

should be glad to see Willie, Write me all the news in the neighborhood. 

Back your letter to Garysburg, N. C., 43 Reg., Co. C. 

I remain your loving husband, 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

( lO) 

Camp of the 43rd Feb, 6, 1864 

Dear Be tty, 

This leaves me well as to health, but I am tired from my long march and 

fighting. I am in hopes that these few lines will soon reach you and find you 

a.nd children all well and in good spirits. Betty, I know you want to hear 

from me mighty bad after you h12ard where· we were going to, for I know you have 

heard before now. Betty, I will tell something about my travel after I left 

Bob, We marched about 6 miles below Kinston and camped, Next morning we 

started and went down in 4 or 5 miles of the Yankees. We were ordered there 

to camp and have no noise or fire. We stayed here until after dark. About 12 

o'clock that night we star bed and marched on until about 3 o 1 clock in the 

morning, We met the Yankees and the firing commenced and we fought until day. 

The battle lasted about 5 hours. We charged the Yankees and they gave ground 

and ran and we a£ ter them. We took a good many prisoners and horses and some 

artillery and negroes and a good many things too tedious to mention. The battle 

took place at Batchelor 1 s Crcek~Sl We went in sigl1t of Newbern, 52 but we did 



not try to go any furthc-'!r. We lay 2 nights in sight o£ Newbern. The Yanks 

did not trouble us, only bombed us some, but then they only killed 11 m~n. 

Betty, at. this place I saw sc'ver·al clcad, Lile most 1 !tad seen since I passed 

recently through 'Wilso~. 

I want you to write bow Bob got home and Tom Amerson, 53 all the news 

in the neighborhood, &c. Betty, I must reprove you for saying I do not 

ever want to see you. I had rather see you and my children than anything 

in this world. So I shall come to a close by remaining your affectionate 

husband. 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

Lieut. Killet requested me to let you knmv that he was not killed. 

(11) 

Dear Wife and Children; 

Feb. 14th 1864 

Kinston, N. C. 

I received your kind and affectionate letter last night while I was 

sitting by my fire eating my supper. I reckoned you would like to knmv 

what my supper was; well, I can tell you what it was. It was a piece of 

cold-water bread and not enough of that, although I was mighty thankful for 

that. Betty, I was getting very uneasy before i reed. that letter from you, 

for it had been over a fortnight since I had heard from you. l wrote you 

a letter last Saturday. I wrote you the most of the news in that letter, 

so I have no news to write in thiso 

I was very glad to hear you were all well, This leaves me well as 

common. Betty, I am going to try to get back to Capt. Croom's Co. 54 I have 

employed a lawyer to try to get me back. He says he thinks he can get me back, 

and that is what I want with the money I wrote for. in my other letter, Don't 



send it'iil"·a let'ter: 'Send ·i·t oy aome· of.,the boys, oi come·'arid fetch itf.yourse~f 

Betty, don't say anything about this, for I am afraid that I shall fail 

to get out, but I am in hopes that I shall not fail, I expect it will 

cost me one hundred dollars if I succeed in getting out, and if I fail it· 

will cost me 25 Dollars, if not mere. 

Betty, I received your letter that gave a statement of the money you 

·have got, There was not as much money as I expected and more bonds, so I 

must have been mistaken about it, You say that they have commenced on your 

barrel of brandy and they will drink it up, If they will have it, make them 

pay you 25 Dollars per qt., for that is what I should have to pay if I were 

to get any, Brandy is selling for 2 Dollars per drink here, Betty, I saw 

13 men hung yesterday; there have been 20 hung since we got beck from New 

Bern. Giva all my ir.quiring friends my respects and tell them to remember me 

in their prayers, 

J, R, P, ELLIS 

i12) 

Kinston, N, C, 

Feb, 15th 1864 
., 

Dear Betty, 

I write to let you know that I have not h9ard from you since I passed 

Wilson, and I am getting uneasy for I want to hear from you and the children, 

I wrote to you last Saturday and have not heard from,you .. yet, I am camped about 

2 miles from Kinston on the other side of the river about 1 mile from the bridge, 

I am well as common, and I hope this finds you and all the family well and doing 

well, I have no news to write to you, I wrote all the news in my other letter, 

We had a right smart fight with the Yanks at Batchelor's Creek, We ran them 

': 
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and went in sight of Newbern and 1 ay there two days and nights. 

I have seen 7 deserters hung since I came to Kinston. They hung 2 

last Friday was a week ago, 5 yesterday. Rufus, Edwin, and Walker55 are well, 

and they don't get any letters either. I reckon we shall stay here awhile, 

as all the troops have moved from here except our Brigade. It is rumored that 

we shall move over th-: river today, but we can· hear anything in camps but the 

truth. I should be glad to have my clothes that I sent home from Wilson. 

Bet·ty, you can do as you please about coming to see me. It is a bad chance for 

a woman in camps, but you can make out somehow, I reckon. I should be glad to 

see you and all my children, but I can not tell whEn that time will come. 

If you come, I want you to bring me 25 Dollars, for I have a special 

use for.it. If you don't come, let Willie or Bob come and bring me some money 

& something to eat. If Mr. Anderson56 comes, you might come with him or take 

one of the boys with you. I want to~:know how Bob made out in getting home. 

Let Billy57 come and see me. I want to see Toby, too, and all the rest of 

the children. You might come in the buggy if you want to. If you do, you bring 

something to feed the horse, and a plenty, too. 

I remain as ever, 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

(13) 

Kinston, N. C. 

Feb. 27th 1864 

Hy dear wife & children, 

I received your kind and affectionate letter last night. I was glad 
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to hear that you and the chilcl ren arrived home safely and found all well and 

doing well, These few lines leave me well except a bad cold and cough. Betty, 

we have 4 sick men in our Co. now e Edwin Amerson is sick with the pneumonia. 

I wrote to his father yesterday about his being sick. You may tell him that he~ 

is no better today at 12 o'clock, You may both get your letters Monday. If you 

do, let him know that he is no better Saturday at one o'clock. I never slept 

any. last night to do me any good. I am detailed to help nurse the sick. 

Betsy, I am glad that you enjoyed yourself so well while you were in 

camp with me. I am in hopes you will come to see me again some time. Betsy, 

I had rather have your company than anyone else in this world, but I can't 

say that I enjoyed myself as well as you did. When I though how soon we had 

to part, maybe never to meet again, it took all my joy away. Betsy, i.f I 

could have stayed with you like you could with me, I would not have left you 

as soon as you left me. I am not satisfied about it yet, .. but maybe it was the 

best, but if I had you and the chilsren back, you should not have left me so 

soon as you did, if I could have helped ito 

~ must close, as the mail is going out and have not time to write any 

more. I am your loving husband as ever, 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

I wish I could come and stay with you. 

(14) 

Camp of the 43rd N. C. Troops 

Kinston, N. C. 

[i1a rc h, 186q 

My dear Wife and Children: 

I received your agreeable favour a few days ago and was happy to hQai~ 
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that you were all well. This leaves me well except a bad cough and sore 

throat. I am in hopes you all continue to remain well, for that is a great 

blessing on this earth. Betsy, I should b.~ glad to see you and the children, 

but don't know when the time will come, but I live in hopes that the time is 

not far distant when I shall come home and see you all once rrore.. Betsy, I 

have no news to write to you this time. The sick are mending and they will 

all go home in a few days. Tell Becty58 that I have the praise of being a 

splendid nurse. Tell her that I have got the praise of being one of the smart-

est men in camp by all that don't know me, so you see I [bavi} got their eyes 

feathered. 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

ClSl 

Camp of the 43rd Redg. N. C, Troops 

March 17th/64 

Mrs, Betty Ellis 

My Dear Wife, 

I seat myself to drop a few lines to inform you that I am an well 

as common this morning, but I have been very sick ever since Willie & I left 

until now. The Dr.S9 gave me [if teen grains of Calomel and that cured me, 

Betsy, I have been looking for a letter from you until I have gotten impatient 

and uneasy about home, for I >~rote last Monday was a week ago, I have been 

waiting to hear from that before I wrote any more. Betsy, I want to see you 

all very badly, but I don 1 t know when I shall come home, but I am in hopes 1 

shall come sometime .. 

I have no news to write to you.. We are camped at the same place, yr-t 
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it is rumored that the Yankees are at Core Creek, 60 which is about 16 miles 

below here. I want to know how Willie and Joseph61 made out in getting home, 

I have heard from Edwin Amerson since he got home. Rufus got a letter from 

Chari ty62 Cow Tuesday night, We heard that Edwin got left at Goldwboro, 

and we were uneasy about Ed until Rufus received that letter. I want you 

to write to me about your business, your tar, and your farm, I think the 

boys and negroes have been smat· t from what I can hear. I am glad to hear 

that they t::/1r0 gettinf'. along so well. Tt Ci.f] n gn:nt de!lll o( snli~;[n('llun 

to me to think they ate trying to make something for their Mother and Sisters 

to live on. Tell Willie and Bob and Betty
63 

and Joseph that I send my respects 

to them all, and also send Katherine64 my respects for her industry. Tell 

Mary65 she must be smart and raise me a heap of chickens against I come home, 

Tell Sally66 I haven't forgotten her, She must help Mary raise some chickens. 

Tell Tobe howdy and tell him Pap wants to kiss him. Tell Mart67 to wear her 

bonnet and she shall be pap's gal, Tell Frank68 to sue~ his titty. 

Rufus Amerson is unwell today with the headache, He is up on duty, I 

must close, Good-bye, Betsy. 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

(16) 

Kinston, N. c. April 12th 1864 

~-·'' My dear Wife: 

Your very welcome and interesting letter of the 6th came to hand in due 

time and found me well except the boils on my hand and wrist. They are better, 

but not so I can write much yet, From the best information I can get1 l~illie 

; will have to go in to service be tween this time and the ls t of May, either in 

' '· the Provost Guard or regular service. I understand that tl•ose who do not go 



by that time are to be conscripted. I wish you to see Washington Barnes and 

know of him how it is &c. If 1 • .Jllli0. does have to go) I want him & you to have 

choice of coming here or going to the Provost-Guard. He can come down to see 

me about it if he wishes to &c. If he should come here, I think I could get 

a 30 (Thirty) days' furlough, but I don't want that to influence him at all. 

I have no news) so I will close & remain as ever your affectionate 

husband. 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

(17) 

Plymouth69 April 20th 1864 

~lrs. Betty Ellis 

Dear Wife-------

I now take the pleasure of dropping a short letter to inform you where I am 

and how I am getting along. Hy health is very good, with the exception of my 

hand that is improving, He have taken Plymouth, We had a very hard fight. 

They fought us for 4 days before they would surrender the place, I was not 

in the fight, I was excused on the account of my hand. All your acquaintances 

in this Company came out all right, Gray Ellis7° is slightly wounded in the 

7 1 72 thigh. 'W.U.:iie: Ellis is slightly wounded in the shoulder. William Ellis 

is all right. E. E. Bai~ey73 is all right. We are now some 4 miles from 

Plymouth on picket. We are having a very easy time to what we have had for 

the last week. I want you to write to me what they have done with Willie. 

I want yo4 to write soon & give me all the news. Direct your letter to 

Tarboro.74 I close hoping to hear from you soon, 

JOSIAH ELLIS 

P. S. You can say toN. J, \;alker's wife7 5 t:hat he arrived safe to his command 

'-'·'-
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just in time to be in the fight, but he came out safe ,&·,is well!.' 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

08) 

Raleigh Friday May 13th 1864 

My dear Wife: 

As I am going to leave the hospital, I write you a few lines to let you 

know how I am getting along. I am not well but I am mending very fast and 

should if I could get anything to eat. I should be glad to come home to get 

something good to eat, for I haven't had anything fit to eat in some time. 

I sincerely hope these few lines will soon reach you and find you and the 

children all well and doing well. I was in hopes that I should have got a 

letter from you before I left here, but I shall not. You don't know how 

badly I want to hear from you all. I haven't heard from you since l left 

Kinston. I want to h~ar from Willie. I want to know if he is at home or in 

the service. Write me how you are getting along with your business. 

My Regiment is in Va. about Petersburg,76 they say, so 1 1 m going to look 

for it. I have got to go by Gre~nsboro7 7 to get to my Regiment. l£ I knew 

where Nancy78 lived, I would go to see her if it is not too far from the 

Town. I would be glad if you would write me Nancy's Post Office and let me 

know if you ever hear from her. Betty, I «ould be mighty glad to see you, 

but I don't know when the time will cone, not soon I am afraid. If I could 

only sit with you one hour it would be a heap of satisfaction to me. I am 

going to send you a tract and a card. I want you to get Kate79 to read them 

for you • 



'• .. 
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I must close. May God bless you and sustain you in all your trials 

and troubles, is your affectionate husband 1 s prayer. \-lri te soon. Direct 

80 your letters to the Regiment, not to Petersburg & Richmond. 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

(19) 

Danville, 81 Va. May 17th 1864 

Dear Wife & Children: 

I rec'd your kind and interesting letter last evening, which was dated 

the 11th of May. I am now at Danville, Va., at the Wayside Hospital. I 

am on my way to my Regiment, but it seems as if I am cut off from my command 

by the Yankees. I shall leave here in a short time. They are going to put 

us in a South Carolina Regiment and send us on to meet the Yankees. I was 

mighty glad to hear from you all, for 1 was uneasy about ho~ne. [ can' L tell 

you where to direct your letter, for I don't know where I am going. I don't 

know when I shall get to my regiment. I can't tell where 1~. A. Ellis82 nor 

H. G. Ellis83 nor Willie Ellis are. I left them near'Washington, 84 N. C. I 

want ypu to quit working out 6£ doors. I want to see you mighty bad. 

I am with G. May,BS Mrs. Barnes•s86 brother, He stays at this hospital. 

He has been very kind to me and treated me with a great deal of respect, He 

says if I could get anybody to assist me, I could get out of service. He says 

that Congress has passed a law to clear all that have 8 children, and if I 

could get some influential man to attend to it for me, I could get out, I 

wrote to IV ash Barnes about it, See I, U. Amerson and get him to say some thing 

to J. Wilkinson87 about it, and to look into it for me if he pleases. G, May 

says that they are getting out in Alabama. 



---~ ---...--

Bettie, they are knocking off one-third of the $5.00 Dollars bills. You 

can't pass one anywhere until they deduct one-third. I left the blanket and 

things at Kinston with Capt. Croom.88 You might get Alfred Ellis to bring 

:~ them for you if he has not left. I am not very well this morning, but I 

shall leave. I see a heap of Yanks prisoners here. I don't know what they 

are doing about Richmond. We can't hear a word from there. Give all my 

chUdren my respect and tell them I have not forgotten them. I was sorry to 

hear you were so diarrhoeaed, and that Sally and Mart are sick. I stayed 

.. , at Greensboro one night; it was last Saturday night. If I could have found 
) 

out where Nancy lived, I would have gone to see her to have got something 

to eat, for I don't get much. I have got no money to buy me anything to 

eat, so I go hungry many a time. You need not send me any money. If I could 

get to the Regiment, I have got ,money owing to me; one hundred dollars or 

more. 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

Write soon to the Regiment . 

. ;. 
(20) 

Richmond, Va. May 23rd 1864 

Mrs. Bettie Ellis 

My Dear Wife: 

This may inform you that I am in Richmond at this time, on my 

way to my Co. I left Danville last Wednesday and arrived at Richmond last 

t~vening. l expL~Ct lo lenvc' lH'rt' ln Lht! lllO!~ning lo look for. my R<.~gi.ml.~lll. llll VI' 

have left from the hospital ever since the 13th, and if I had known what I 



',f 

:·· 

know no-w, I would have gone home, but I didn 1 t know until it was too late. 

When I wrote you, I expected to leave that day, but I couldn• t and it \MS a 

fine thing on my part I didn't for the train I should have left on broke 

through a bridge and killed 9 men and crippled seven more. I passed them 

the next day, My Regiment was at Hanover Junction89 the last I heard from 

them, They were in a hard fight last Thursday morning; they charged the 

Yanks• breastworks. I have seen one man that was in the ~ight, but he could 

not tell me anything about my Company or who was hurt, only Lieut. Killet. 

He said there were about sixty (60) killed and wounded in the Regiment. 

Lee has fallen back within 20 miles of Richmond. We have had some hard 

fighting around Richmond, and there is a heap more to do yet, ever who lives 

to see it. We have lost a heap of men killed and wounded. I passed by the 

Reg, that A, Bagly, 90 T. Ellis, 91 Thadeus Whitley,
92 

and Frank93 are in, but 

·fi( they were in the battle field and I could not see them. I should have been 

. ·f· 
···:.· 
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glad to have seen them, for you don't know how much good it does me to see 

anybbdy_'from my neighborhood, They seem nearer to me than they ever did • 

If you see Mr. Amerson, you may tell him his boys are all well so far 

as I know. Tell him I $aw G. lo/asdon 94 yesterday and he was well. I also saw 

Marion Johnson95 and he was well, He told me that Charity Page 96 was married 

to J, Vick,97 This leaves me well as common, and I hope this will find you 

and family all well. I want to hear from you as soon as this comes to hand. 

Direct yoQ.r letters to Richmond, Va. Let me have all the news, so nothing 

more at present, only I remain as ever, 

Your affectionate husband, 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

41 sua :au z:c:&.u::a:a: :zzc:JJ&JSCJ&A£&1&&&5&&MZ&i.IL&&IIIEAiii.i.i _\WfZZL~ 
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Richmond, Va. June 5th 1864 

Dear Wife and Children: 

I received your letter this morning and was glad to hear that you and 

children were all well. I am not very well, though I am doing duty. It is 

hard times here; we are all broken down marching.. We have no rest time at 

all, night or day. We are aLl mighty dirty. Some of the boys have not 

changed clothes since we left Kinston, Some of the boys are nearly naked. 

We are about 12 miles from Richmond. We have been fighting ever since last 

Monday nearly all the time, and I see no prospect of it stopping soon. I am 

mighty tired of the War. Our Regiment went in a fight last Monday evening • 

We were marching out from our breastworks and ;attacked the ... enemy. He· fpught 

them three or four hours. We had a hot time of it. I came out safe, though 

there was a heap of boys killed and wounded. Our Company fared the best of any 

in the Regiment. We lost one killed and one wounded. Cofield Ellis 98 was 

killed. ALl the neighborhood boys came out safe. When we got out of the figh[, 

the roLl was caLled and there were 82 missing out of the Regiment. Thursday 

"'e went in again and had hot times again, I got struck on the shoulder sli.ghty. 

The ball went through my blanket and made 8 holes in it. 

They arc fighthing bel.ow me. I L ls regular buHLne$s he1~e) jusl l.I.lte guing 

to plo,.,ing in the summer time, I want it to stop mighty bad. When I got to 

the Regiment, I got all the letters you had written to me. You stated in one 

that J, \Vilson99 said I could get a detail to stay at home. If I could get one, 

I would give all the par~ I could spare, but I don't see any chance, I don't 

know how to go to work about getting it, and I haven't anybody to help me. I 

would give all I have got to be out of this War so I could come home and stay 

with you all. I was sorry to hear of W. A .. Ellis's de.ath. Write soon., 
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Your affectionate Husband, 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

Let me know if Willie is at home. 

(22) 

Camp of the 43rd 

Wednesday 8th June 1864 

Dear Wife: 

As we are in camp today, I will drop you a few lines to let you know that 

I am up but not well. We have been marching and fighting and throwing up 

breastworks for protection until we are all worn out. I am in hopes that we 

~----shai.Tfiave a little rest for a few days, as Grant 100 has gone down under the 

' 

protection of his gunboats. Time is quiet along the lines today. We are in 

the rear today. I am afraid the Yankees are not whipped yet. I want to see 

you mighty bad. I am glad to hear that you are getting along so well with 

your business. I don't want you to work so hard; you will make yourself sick. 

I want to know if the orchard is full of fruit. I want to know how you are off 

101 R 102 d M G .•. L.i ttle103 are all for money. N. \o/alker, R. Amerson, J. oger~, · an .• 

well. I want you to let me hear from Uncle Bryant 104 and Aunt Milly. 105 I 

w~nt to hear from them mighty bad. I want to know what was the news from W. 

Spears 106 when he sent you that letter. Thomas Mumford and Bob Jonesl07 are 

well. I see them nearly every day; I have seen them today. I expect we shall 

have to move before long. You have no idea how badly I want to see you all. 

I want you to write to me every chance you get, for I want to hear from you . 

I want to see all the children. Tell Toby howdy for me, Bettie, I am worn 

out. I sincerely hope these lines will find you well and all the family. 

&ilii&ii;:;;altiCDIW&31lM ... IMi31~ 
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I shall close. I remain as ever, 

, Your affectionate Husband, 

J. R. P. ELLIS 

I should be glad to be at home to eat some greens, 

(23) 

Camp of the 43rd 

June 16, 1864 

Hy dear Wife: 

I reckon you will be surprised when you hear from me & where I am, Bettie, 

we are now about one hundred (100) miles from Richmond, We left Richmond Monday 

morning about 2 o'clock, and we have been marching ever since. We are near 

Charlottesville, 108 I have no idea where we are going, unless we are going 

to Ya.nkeedom on a raid~ Bettie, I am broken ·down., and sick but I have to go. 

I think if we don't stop and rest it will kill a heap of us. We were broksn 

down before we left Richmond. I heard some of the boys say they had rather be 

dead than go through with the hardship. Some of the boys faint and fall on 

the road. If one falls out, he is punished for it, 

I received your letter last Sunday and thought I would answer it on the 

road, and I haven't had the chance to write before now. I was glad to hear 

from you and hear that you and family were all well. I am sorry that Willie 

had to leave. I don't know how you will get along with your apples, I am in 

hopes he will get to come home on his detail yet. I want you to write to me 

once a week and direct your letters to the same place as before, I will write 

as often as I can get the chance to send off, and I am afraid that won't be 

often. 

-


