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INTRODUCTION

It was actually about thirty-cight years ago that I learned o) the
exisgtence of twenty-thrze letters written to his wife Elizabecn by my
kinsman Josiah Robert Peele Ellis, a well-to-do planter who lived in Wilison
County, North Carolina, about a mile northwest of Stantonsburg, where tne
road forks in the respective directions of Black Creek and Wilson. A: that
time I made copies of the letters and also of the information recorded in
the family Bible,

J. R, P, Ellis was born on July 11, 1821, in what was then Edgecombe
County, and was the only child of Lewis Ellis by his first wife, Mary Pacle,
daughter and only heir of Robert Peele VI of the distinguished vld Quakcer
family. His father later married a young widow named Zilla (Morris) Simms
who bore him an additional ten children. The family lived comfortably and
the boys were educated at Hopewell Academy which numbered their father among
its founders and trustwes. Lewis Ellis died in 1854, and the Wilson Couniy
Census of 1860 estimated the real and personal wealth of his eldest son at
$6,630 (well over $100,000 at 1977 values).

Josiah Ellis was apparently drafted for military servicé through some
official inadvartence, but was too proud not to join nis friends and relations
who were already serving in Company C, 43rd North Carolina State Troops )
Regiment, C. S, A, Leaving at howe his wife and ten children whose ages
extended from seventeen years to ten months, he is recorded as having reported
for enrollment at Camp Holdes.on November .23, 1863, ,The last surviving : .
Company Muster Roll, that of July and‘August, 1864, found him on active uuty,
but we know from other sources that he received a fatal wound late in Sep-

tember and died in October, 1864, at Lincoln Military Hospital! in Washiu ilog,
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The Forty-Third Regiment contained ten Companies, including C from
Wilson County and E from Edgccombe County, Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas .C.
Kenan would become a prominent citizens of Wilson after the war, while
Surgeon William T, Brewer was already living in the vicinity of Black
Creek in 1860, Adjutant Drury Lacy, Jr., was a son of the Revercnd Drury
Lacy ‘who served as Chaplain of General Military Hospital No. 2 at Wilson
during the Civil War,

- Josiah Ellis reached the Forty-Third just in time to participate in
the action against Meade's Army at Mine Run on November 26, 1863, The
Federals retreated north of the Rapidan River, and both armiecs built and
settled into their winter quarters, However, Ellis's Regiment was detached

and sent to eastern North Carolina as a part of Hoke's Brigade, Pickett's

Division, Their first action was to drive the Yankees back to New Bern from

their position at Bachelor's Creek Bridge.
Baing unable to have any success against the main ememy works at New

Bern, they marched to Kinston and remained for several weeks before going

to Plymouth, and, assisted by the ram Albemarie, participating in the attacks

of April 18-20, 1864, that culminated in the surrender of the Town and the

withdrawal of the enemy flotilla. The next engagements occurred on the

afternoon of May 2 and the morning of May 3 about nine miles from Washingtoi

(North Carolina), and “the enary were forced back in a running fight within
sight. of the town,"

"' ‘Before Washington could be taken, their Brigade was ordered to go
immediately to’ Kinston and thence to Pestersburg. The 43rd was the first
Regiment to arrive there and was sent immediately into the weakly manned
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entrenchments in front of the City, facing General Butler's threat. After
the other troops arrived, Lhey participated in rapid movemealts over &
distance of about thirty miles from south of Petersburg to north of Richmond,
concluding with & violent attack upon the Federals at Drewry's Blufi ar day-
light on May 16, 1864,

.. Having captured a battery and helped to drive the fleeing enemy to
Bermuda Huridred, the 43vd Regiment was ordered to march to Drewry's Bluff
and to proceed by boat to Richmond and by rail to Milford Station, in the
direction of Fredericksburg, where they detrained and marched to the vicinity
of Spottsylvania Court House by the night of May 21, again embodied into the
Army of Northern Virginia, After over sixty miles of hard marching, they
confronted the Fedéral forces near Hanover Junction on May 23, but Company
.C saw little &ction,

The enemy withdrew about nightfall, and the enrire Confederatc force
began an advance towards Richmond that was broken bv light skirmishes on May
31 iand June 1, the Battle of Gailnes's Mill on June 2, and the sharp Battle of

.Gold Harbor oniJune 3, after which they camped for ten days at Gaines's Mill
before receiving orders to continue to Lynchburg, which they reached «a June
18, ‘The enemy withdrew without offering battle, anJ the pursuit involwved

- only. kight skirmishing at Liberty, at Buford's Gap on June 20, and Salem:
the next day. On June 23 they continued towards tin: Potomac, River,  raaching

:Staunton on June 27 and llarpert's Ferry on July &4, which they occupied amid
congiderable skirmishing on July 5, followed by a battie in ~he rear of

Maryland.Heights on July 6, 1864,

..+ ..Pagging through Crampton's Gap, the Confederate forces reached Frederick
on July 9 and drove General Lew Wallace's Division [rom its position on the

Monocacy River, The next day they started towards Washington and reached




Fort Stevens at midday of July 11, "within sight of the dome of the Federal

Capitol.” After some sharp fighting and the arrival of two fresh enemy corps,
they withdrew on the night of July 12 and crossed the Potomsc River near
Leesburg on July 1l4. "Thus, within thirty days the army of which the Forty-
Third composed a part had marched about five hundred miles and taken part in
not less than twelve battles and gskirmishes, in most of which the cremy waerce
defeated with severe losses."

Followed by Union troops, they crossed the Blue Ridge Mountains at
Snicker's Gap on July 17, 1864, Turning upon their pursuers near Snickcris
Ford, they inflicted fairly heavy losses by driving them into the Shenandoah
River, Having moved towards Strasburg on July 19, they arr.ved at Fisher's
Hill the next day, On July 24 they assisted in the attack upon the ecnemy at
Kernstown and the pursuit across the Potomac River for some distance into
Maryland, Involved almost daily in marching and counter-marching, the Regiment
took part in battles at Winchester on August 17, Charlestov: on Aupust 21,
Smithfield on August 29, Bunker's Hill on September 3, (second) Winchester on
September 19, and Fisher's Hill on September 22,

Since the Confederate forces were defeated in the last engagement and
forced to retreat up the Valley of Virginia as far as Waynesboro beforn
receiving sufficient reinforcements to stop their pursurers, it appears alnost
certain that Josiah Robert Pecle KEllis recelved his subsequently [atal wound
and was among the men captured on September 22, 1864, Between October 1 and
13 the Forty-Third Regiment slowly worked its ‘way down the Valley and back to
Figher's Hill, On the night of October 18 they moved to the left rear of the
Federal Camp at Cedar Creek, upon which they made a successful attack the next
morning; but increasing ememy strength forced them to withdraw in the after~

noon and to retreat under pressure back to their old position at New Market.



The successful repulse of a foray by a considerable body of Union cavalry :car

there about November 22, 1864, terminated the noted "Valley Campaign" of 1864.

Hugh Buckner Johnston
Wilson, North Carolina

May 20, 1977
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Cundated, -t late in 1863,
probably just prior to his
leaving for Virginial

fro niswifed:

I'was glad ‘to hear that Cole? and Tomy3 got home safe, If any of you

come, you will have to get a pass to come-over the bridge. Direct your letcers

to-J. Ry P, Ellis, Kinﬁton,A 43 Regt., Co. C, Hoke's Brigade,S Pickatt's Divi.u‘nn.6

I also desire your prayers. Your affectionate husband until death.

J. R. P, ELLIS

. .. s

P, S. They have stopped the daily mail. The mail only comes Monday and Thursday.
2)

Camp near Moden Ford,7 Dee, 4763

Dear Wife and Children:

- Having a favorable opportunity I will endeavor to drop you a few lines to
let you know I am stfll living, 1 left Kinston on Sunday, tha 22nd of November,
I:was sent to'Goldsboro and then to Raleigh, and then to Camp Holmes8 and was
énrolled, ‘They told me that I had to go to Lee's Army9 or Bragg's,lo so 1 am

with the 43 Regt, with Rufus'l 12

and Edwin Amerson. I got to this Company

[ast Thursday ‘night at 11 G'clock. We left Orange Court Hous«s13 about sunsct

and walked' dbout ‘15 miles. I had been there about 30 minutes when we received
orders :to ‘march, ‘So"we had to start and march 7 or 8 miles. We were then arched
in.a 1ine Of 'battlé and remained there until day. A&nd then we started and marched

until abodt 9 o'clock and then we met the Yankees and throwed in a line of battle.
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And then in about ten minutes the sharpshooters were firing., They kept up
shooting until night, and then we fell back some 2 or 3 miles and wenl to
throwing up breastworks, and if you cver saw poor fellows work, then was the
time.

About sunrise the shavpshooters were sent oul again, T was senl with
them and by the time we got to our post we saw Lhe Yanks coming. and in aboul
5 minutes they were shooting us and the bullets were coming whistling. In
about 10 minutes a ball struck a man in the face, and I had to help tote him
off the field with the balls striking all around me, Two struck a man that
was on my side a-touching me, There is no use in telling you about being
scared, for it will scare the most of the time, We got our breastworks done
and I felt.tolerable easy under the circumstances. We lay therc 4 days a-
waiting for the Yank to advance on us, but on the 4 night they left us and
we started after them, but I did not want to catch them much, so we ran them
over the Rapidanla and them we turned back and marchced some 8 or 10 miles and
1

struck up camp and stayed all night, so we started back to our old camp.

help bury a dead man this morning.

1 vecelved your letter that you send me my A. J, Ellisls and was glad

to hear that you and children were well excepts colds, and still hope that you
are still enjoying the same blessing. You said something about hiring Eas and
Emily.16 You can do as you please, but I think you had better hire them if
they don't ask too much for them, You had better try to make support if you
can., EBncourage the children to be smart and saving and caveful, for you and
they are left dependent on your own exertions for a living, and I sincerely
hope you will do well.

1 must come to a close.

J. R, P, ELLIS




The Cam> of the 43rd Dec, 9th 18363

Dear Wife and Children:

This may inform you and family that I am very unwell though I am up.

I have a very heavy cold and cough, I have to lie out and take the wecather as
it comes. We have no shelter at all to protect us. I have to drill 4 hours a
day, Cooking and drilling take all our time. We have to tote our wood nearly
a half-mile. It is very cold here now, and I suffer with cold a-nights. I
have not cover enough to keep me warm. I have as much as I can tote, and in
fact more 4f lihave tormarch much, so don't send me any clothes or cover, 1
got a permit-to go and see the boys in Staton'sr’ old Co. 1 am with the boys
now. They all seem glad to see me and it makes me feel proud to see so many

of my old frienda. The boys are all well here.

You have no idea how badly I want to see you and the children. I would
glve“all the money.you have got just to be with you and iIf I could stay and
not' be troubled, but. that time has passed, I:am-afraid,. LEeut. Killet1S wants
Wyatt. Lym:h]'9 to bring him a qt. of the old peach brandy. You can let him have
it,,and T, Barngszo wants a qt., too. You can send it, also, and send me a qt.
by Wyattsif he will bring it. They want it for Christmas. They will pay me
fokilg, -~
c2 -:'l‘lmmas'M\.\mfor:d21 wants a % bushel of potatoes. Send them if you can by
anybody,..Write as’'soon as this comes to hand., Don't put it off a minute, for
I want to hear:-from you once a week without fail. I must come to 8 close as
Tom wants to 'send some in this letter, so nothing more, only I remain yours as

ever,’ [

J. R. P. ELLIS



" Thomas Mumférd sends his best respects to all and wants you to write to

him, He says the letter that was sent to you was written Lo Bedy22 and they
made a migtake and backed it to you, so that is the way the mistake was made.
He wants 'you to forgive him for it, Nothing more.

THO., MUMFORD

4)
Camp of the 43vRegt. N. C, State Troops

Sunday Dec. 13th/63

Dear Wife &' Children:

1 received your letter this morning. 1 cannot express the joy and comfort
it affored me to hear from you and the children and to hear that you and the
family were well, This leaves me well except a cold and cough., Bettie, I
know that you were troubled when you heard of my misfortune, but.thereis no usc
to grieve about it, I am certain that somebody was the cause of it or else
they would have conscribed nearly all the Company. They singled out a few of
us and lef the rest stay., But maybe it is all for the best, for I am among a
heap of mighty good boys here, I heard more cussing in the Company at Kinston
in one day than I have heard since I have been in camp in Va. I hardly ever
hear an odth here. The boys have been very kind to me since I have been here,
‘particularly Rufus and Edwin Amerson, The night I got to camp they had all
drawn their 2 days' rations ready to march, and the provisions had been sent
back“so 'w& could not draw any at all,

Rufug and Edwin divided their rations with me., If it had not been for them

1 should Kave suffered., I shall never forget the boys for their kindness to me,
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and it gay be that I can do something for them to pay them for their kindness,
I haye seen a good many of my old acquaintances since 1 have been here.
They all scem to be surprised at seeing me here, and if the boys had their
way 1 should go home, The officers have been mighty kind to me and Capt.
Barnes?3 seems to hate it mighty bad, He said he would send me home if he
had his way and let me stay there. Betty, therc is no chance Lo get a (ur-
lough, for there are men in this Company that have never had a furlough since
they have been in service, so you know they will come before me, so there is
no chance for me. You said you wanted to hire Lewis.24 I think you had better
hire him Lf you can, and hire Eas and Em’if you can. I don't know what to say
about the price, or at least I want you to hiic enough to have all the land that
lay out, and the orchard anyhow, if not the graveyard piece. I would have Lhat
field where the tar trough is sowed in small grain where it is strong enough to
bring it, I want to know where you sowed rye., Hire Lewis if you can. You had
better get W, Barnes,25 Edwin Barnes,26 and 1. U. Amerson?/ to assist you in
biring the negroes and instruct you about your business., I am in hopes they
will take some interest in my business. You must do like you did by the wheat,
1f you want Lewis give whatever they ask, so hire him anyway, but don't be in
too big a hurry about it. Try to find out what she asks for him and let me
know, Betty, you must be saving with your corn fér I know it is scarce, You
mugt encourage the boys and try to get them to work, for they haven't got me to
provide for them now, Betsy, I am in hope you will get along and make a pienty
to live on and pay your expenses., Willie,zs now is the time For you and Bob2?
to show your smartness. Just show the folks that you can work. It will be the
making of you. for life., You are doing right to send the children to school.
Send them all you can spare.

You said you reckoned I wanted to hear something about Tabe.30 You know



that - "pap" ‘as he calls me always wants to hear from him, Tell him that I

dreamed of hugging ‘and kissing him last Friday night and "pap" was mighty
unieagy about him, You myst bake him some cakes and let "pap's' bouy have some
just whén we wants them, Tell him that "pap'" will come home some time to sec
him if he lives, but he don't know when, Give my respects to ail the neighbors
and ‘inquiring -friends.

Nothing more at present, only I remain yours truly.

J. R, P, ELLTS

To Betty Ellis, Write soon and give me all the news. 1 like to hav:

forgot: send me'some stamps in your next letter for I cannot gect any her:.

1 cannot.pay for this letter. You must send me some pepper by Lynch and send

me and Killat some brandy.

(5)
Camp of the 43rd Regt. N. C,

v . December 2lst 1863

Dear Wife & Children:

I réceived your kind letter on the 16th of Inst., but could not answor
it until this morning on account of the duty I have to perform and the bad
weathgr, We have had several very cold days and right smart rain, and
consequently being exposed to the weather I can-write only in good weather,
I know you think long of the time, for I know you want to hear from me every
day-or- two, for 1 know I think very long of the time if I don't get a letter
every week, but I am in hopes you will excuse me as my chance is so bad and
write me regularly if I do not to you.

"I ‘am sorry for poor little Martha,31 for T know the toothache is bad cnough



for grown folks, let alone a poor little child, Tell all the little children

that pappy said howdy. Hug and kiss them for me, for you don't know how

badly I want to see you and the children, T would give more to see you and oy
poor little babies than anythinm in this world, but it is out of the question,
for 1 don't expect to see you all soon if ever in this troublesome world, but
I willilive .in hopes that I shall sce you all again some time.

Betsy, 1 am now on the banks of the Rapidan on picket. I can see the
Yankees whenever I look across the River, and hear their drums heating while
I am writing to-you., I stayed here last night in the cold, and 1 expect to
have to stay tonight, It is mighty cold here now and looks like snowing, but
that:is what the boys want to see. They say if it would snow we could have
a little.rest, -

You wrote to know what to do about selling that barrel of brandy. T would
not ' sell 4t yet, for you donft nead the monsy, I don't want you to retail it
out, I just wanted you to sand me and Killet 3 qts. for Christmas and keep
the-balance until you hear from me., Batsy, you can hire Eas and Em if you
think-you can make them work, for th2y are worth $75 Dollars., I reckon if times
keep: Jlifke:  they are now you can hire Lewis if you can., Betsy, I want y.u to
pay Penny32 and :Susan Edmondson3? for their negroes, and also pay Stephen
Woodard34 a note that hz holds against me, or get somebody to do it for you.
Betsy, ‘L don't.want you to expose Yourself too much and lay yourself up, buL [
think you had .better try Lo carry on the farm about Llike [ did. LF you don'L,
you will have to sell some of the stock, if you don't have to anyway., Betsy,
ba saving with the corn, for now is thes time to commence saving it, and be
saving with the cow feed.

Betsy, I can'!t think of anything else now as [ know of nothing that woul |
be any -profit to you, so good- bye until you hear from your husband again.

Write soon and let me hear allt the ncws,

J. R. P, BLLIS



Send ‘me some stamps,

6)
Camp of 43 Regn. Jan. 3rd 1864

Dear Wife and Children:

1 read-both .of your letters, One came to hand last Monday dated Decc.
24, and ‘the other ome Thursday 31lst. They both found me well except a coid.
1 was glad to hear from you and the family and to hear that you were all wcll,
and I still live.in hopes that you are all enjoying good health. I haven't
written to .you since last Mondey was & week ago. I know that you think long of
the time, but Betsy, I havan't got the chance to write when I want to, though
I am in hopes that i shall have a better chance from now for we have moved in
winter quarters,

Betsy, we had a sorry Christmas. 1 did not have my brandy to drink and but
very little to eat, The night bsfore Christmas we received a dzspatch that the
Yankees were advancing in a hecavy force, so consequently we received ordevs
to be.ready to march in a moment's notice, so we had to liz with our equipagn
where we -could lay our hands on it an any time, But the night passad away
until idaybreak Christmas morning, when we were called out and fzll in ranks
ready to march. Wz remained in ranks a short time and then we werz ordercd to
stack our arms but not pull off our knapsacks, <;r cartrvidge box:s. S0 we comdsned
all day'in that fix until about sunset we were ordered down on the river on
picket, :where we. stayed until Saturday about 1 o'clock. We were then xelieved,
80 you'can guess-how I spent Christmas,

\We' .then -staxted -for our .winter quarters, where 1 am now, We had to macch

some 12 or 15 miles. Betsy, 1 never was so.pearly broken down in my lifa, W
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got to our camps about one hour in the night, Then it commenced :-reining and
it rained 2 days and nights off and on, so we had a bad time of it you ma:
depend, Tuesday I worked all day for the Cap, ,35 so on Wednesday I w-nt Lo
work on me a house., Thursday it rainad all day, but it did not stop we {rom
work ‘for I had to stay in the rain anyway, so I worked with all my might.

Betsy, L have done as hard a week's work as ever I did in my life, so I an

nearly broken down but I have got my house so I can live in it and keep Ivy and
and warm in the day time. I am not done with it yet, When I get it doo- it
will be .very comfortable,
Betsy,. I think you had better take your little family of children and

come and live with me, Betsy, you say you want to see me very bad, I know
you do, but,that.is out of the question for there is no chance for me to come
home, 80 it is not worth while to think about it. I am in hopes you will du the
the best you can and provide for my poor little children the best you can,

and in the meantime take carc of yourself, Betsy, you must do the best you
can .about hiring somebody to work, Hire Lewis if you want to and pay for him
when -you.hire him, If Mrs. Whitley36 will have the pay, maybe you can get Lim
8 little. lower. Get Wash Barnes37 or Mr, Amerson38 to assist you if you cau
sbout -hiring ‘someone to work for you, for I can't assistiyou as I know of, o

I am in:shopes! that some of the neighbors will assist and instruct you how ti
- farme o L

Betsy, I want to know how many hogs you fattened, how many .barrels of

corn- and how. many potatoes you had, and how many sows and pigs and shoats,

and if you will have cow fes¢ enough &c, Betsy, you nust be sparing with m .i
end .corn,” I only get % of a pound a day and I have missed drawing 3 days tiis
week, so that left me 3/4 of a pound & week. I get one pound of flour a day,

but we miss drawing flour some days. 1. is pretty close living but I have wad=
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out not to suffer much yet. £ am afraid we shall have to live on a heap
less yet if the war «comtinues much longer.

Betsy, I had a rarity this morning for breakfast. 1 had some coffee
and sugar, 1 thought of you when I was drinking it and wished you had it to
drink for your breakfast., We have been drawing sugar and coffee thi. weck,
and if T keep drawing it I am going to send you some coffee. We draw a
spoonful apiece a day, and ] am goina to save mine and send it to you, 1
had: rather you had it to drink than to drink it myself. Betsy you can !ct
Jane Rogers39 have that sow and pigs, for 1 reckon you have got more than
you can feed, :You can get somebody to tell you what she is worth.

I Tell Mr. Barnes and Amerson that I am very muc.. obliged to them for
assisting you-about the pork, Betsy, you may keep the cloth for T don‘'t
need it here for I can't tote many clothes here, Keep them for me until I
come home or let the boys have it if they need it, I think you and Kato“o
have been smart since I left a-getting cloth, Betsy, I am afraid you do
attend to your loom too much and neglect the out of door business, You must
attend to the farm as well as the loom, Betsy, you wanted to know how thcy
broke up the Co., at Kinston, I cannot tell you, for I do not knrw, though
1 think Bomebody was the cause of it,

James Woodardal left here last Monday and 1 scent the carpet sack by him
and also.1 pair of cloth shoes and 1 pair of drawers and 1 shirt and 1 bottle,
1 drew:the- clothes at Raleigh. Don‘t send me any clothes until 1 write for
some, .:1 want you to quit whipping my boy- and let him eat in my place and
beiin' my place. I want you to bake my boy some cakes and let him have a
plenty‘ of - them to. eat, 1 dream about béing in the neighborhood ncarly every
night’ and being with the children, but when 1 awake I am a long way from you
and my baby. I am in hopes that you will get along well, It is dark and I

must come to a close, so good-bye by dear wife and children until you hear from




your affectionate husband again.

J. R. P, ELLIS

@
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§§ Camp of the 43 Regt,
o
a3 Jan, 6th/64
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Dear Wife,

1 received your box and its contents last night about 8 o'clock, and I

e
‘.k

will nssure you that 1 was wzll pleased with my Christmas present, for it

N

came in a good time, for 1 had just eaten up all the rations I had and I did

not have enough I was just talking about bzing at home and having good
things &c when the news came to me that the boxes had come to the wagon again,
so 1 pitched off through the snow and fell in a clay-hole and wrenched my foot,

but I am much obliged to you for it anyway, for it has been a great friund

to me.

Betsy, I never found yours until this evening just at night, Betty,

there 1s a 1ettet on the way for you, I have written all th:z nuws in that,

B e

so I shall write you a short letter this time., Send me some more to cat when

it is convenient. Betty, I should be mighty glad to see you and my children,

P

but 1: is out of the question., I would like to know how the horses look, and

cows, and stock generally. Willie fixed my box splendidly. I want the children
GoTa
to artta to me end Let me know how they amount on learning., I wrote Mr. Barnes

a letter e few deys back. 1 want you all to write soor. I-must come to-a close

Cope e v
as it 1s getting dark.
Nothing more, only 1 ramain your loving husbend,

MR L

J. R, P, ELLIS
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Camp of the 43rd, Daniel's Brigade42

January 19th 1864

My loving wife,

I read your welcome letter of the 13th instant, It reached me on the
27th, 1 was sorry to hear that my two little babies were sick, but I am in
hopes that they are both well by this time or before now. 1 was glad to hear
that you and the rest of the family were well., I am in hopes that this will
find you and family enjoying the best of health, and I am in hopes that you
all still enjoy good health while I am absent from you. Betsy, you did right
in hiring Lewis, notwithstanding you had to pay a big price for him, You must
feed him less and make him work more and try to make him earn the money. He

will be worth more to you than anybody else $ou could have hired, if he will

~

be.

Betsy, I want you and the boys to do the best you can with the farm and
get Mr. Amerson and Mr. Barnes to tell you what is the best te do and how to
get along with your business and sow oats. If you have not got enough seed
oats, you had better get some,I reckon. I wanted to know when you sowed
your rye, but you never have written to me in what field, I am in hopes-
you can make to eat and pay expenses. If you do, you will do mighty well.
Betsy, you say you have paid out $700 Dollars and it is all the money I left
for you to spend-and it is all you have got, Petsy, 1 don't understand this.
I thought I left about 16 or 17 hundred Dollars in Confederate money and 11
bonds one hundred Dollars each and 230 Dollars in bank bills, and if seven
hundred Dollars has taken it all I do not know what to think., It seems to me
you ought to have some 9 or 10 hundred Dollars in Confederate money now, besides
the bonds, and if you have used it for anything you want and need, and if you

have not got any besides the bonds, use them or sell the brandy, for 20 gallons



get money enough for you to use & while,

Betsy, 1 want you to explain this money matter in your next letter and
let me know how it is. Betsy, I want you to get somebody to take those
bonds and get the interest paid on them, Mr. Ed Barnes or Wash Barnes will
take them for you and get somedne that is’going to Baleigh to get the interest
for you, T..Mumford is going home and you may let Willie come with him if
you are a-mind to. Let him bring something to eat, for it is scarce here.
Let him take some in a bag so he can tote it., A box will be too much trouble.
I would be glad if you could pay Stephen Woodard the note he holds against
me if it ain't paid. Tell Tobe howdy and kiss him for pap. 1 reed. the 25
Dollars sent by A, J, Ellis to Kinston,

I remain as ever,

J. R, P, ELLIS

9)
G 43
arysburg > 43 Reg. N. C, Troops

January 26th 1864,

Dear wife,

1 recd. your letter last night about 9 o'clock in the nightjand also the
sack of victuals you sent by Mr. Ilinson.“ It found me as well as common,
and I hope these few lines will soon reach you and find you and the children
all well, Betty, I am still at Garysburg, as L wrote in my other letter,
but 1 do not know how long 1 shall stay here, I may stay here severel days,
and 1 may leave before night, and 1 have no idea when we shall go. There are
several rumors in camp, as always is, Some say we are going to Raleigh,l‘s
and some to k!ihnj.ngt:on,"6 and some to Goldsboro.lﬂ Betty, you can let the

boys come with Mr. Amerson Lf he comes, Let them take something Lo eat with

them, as ft Is scarce in camp, Hetty, it is not much trouble to came to camp



as long as we stay here, They can leave Wilson%® at 3 o'clock and get here
at nine in the night, Betty, if I had a-known that your brother witlie®?
had a-been about 0, C, House,50 I could have found him if I could have known
what Regt. and a-known what letter his Co. was, but I have left Va, and 1
donlt care if I never go back any more as long as the war lasts, though 1
should be glad to see Willie, Write me all the news in the neighborhood.
Back your letter to Garysburg, N. C., 43 Reg., Co., C.
I remain your loving husband,
J. R, P, ELLIS

(10)
Camp of the 43rd Feb. 6, 1864

Dear Betty,

This leaves me well as to health, but I am tired from my long march and
fighting, I am in hopes that these few lines will soon reach you and find you
end children all well and in good spirits. Betty, I know you want to hear
from me mighty bad after you heard whera we were going to, for I know you have
heard before now, Betty, I will tell something about my travel after I left
Bob, We marched about 6 miles below Kinskon and camped, Next morning we
started,and went down in 4 or 5 miles of the Yankees. We were ordered there
to camp and have no noise or fire. We stayed here until after dark, About 12
o'clock that night we started and marched on until about 3 o'clock in the
morning. We met the Yankees and the firing commenced and we fought until day.
The battle lasted about 5 hours. We charged the Yankees and they gave ground
and ran and we after them, We took a good many prisoners and horses and some
artillery and negroes and a good many things too tedious to mention, The battle

took place at Batchelor's Creek.?l We went in sight of Newbern,52 but we did



Wz

not try to go any further., We lay 2 nights in sight of Newbern. The Yanks
did not trouble us, only bombed us some, but then they only killed 11 men.
Betty, at this place 1 saw scveral dead, the wost I had secn since I passed

recently through Wilsou.

1 want you to write how Bob got home and Tom Amerson,53 all the news

in the neighborhood, &c, Betty, I must reprove you for saying I do not
ever want to see you, I had rather see you and my children than anything

in this world, So I shall come to a close by remaining your affectionate

hugband.
J. R, P, ELLIS

Lieut, Killet requested me to let you know that he was not killed.

an
Feb, 14th 1864

Kinston, N, G,

Dear Wife and Children;

I received your kind and affectionate letter last night while 1 was
sitting by my fire eating my supper. 1 reckoned you would like to know
what my supper was; well, I can tell you what it was., It was a piece of
cold-water bread and not enough of that, although I was mighty thankful for
that, Betty, I was getting very uneasy before 1 reed., that letter from you,
for it had been over a fortnight since I had heard from you, 1 wrote you
a letter last Saturday. I wrote you the most of the news in that letter,
so I have no news to write in this,

I was very glad to hear you were all well, This leaves me well as
common. Betty, I am going to try to get back to Capt. Croom's Co.sA 1 have

employed a lawyer to try to get me back, He says he thinks he can get me back,

and that is what I want with the money 1 wrote for in my other letter, Don't




send it {in.a letter., 'Send it By some of..the boys, or come'and fetch f€.yourself

Betty, don't say anything about this, for I am afraid that I shall fail

to get out, but I am in hopes that I shall not fail, I expect it will

cost me one‘hundred dollars if I succeed in getting out, and if I fail it~
will cost me 25 Dollars, if not more.

Batty, I received your letter that gave a statement of the money you

"have got, There was not as much money as 1 expected and more bonds, so I
must have been mistaken about it. You say that they have commenced on your
barrel of brandy and they will drink it up., I1f they will have it, make them
pay you 25 Dollars per qt., for that is what I should have to pay if I were
to get any, Brandy is selling for 2 Dollars per drink here, Betty, I saw
13 men hung yesterday; there have been 20 hung since we got beck from New
Bern. Give all my inquiring friends my respects and tell them to remember me

in their prayers,
J. R, P, ELLIS

(12)
Kinston, N, C,

Feb, 15th 1864

Dear Betty,

1 write to let you know that I have not hesard from you since 1 passed
Wilson, and 1 am getting uneasy for I want to hear from you and the children.
I wrote to you last Saturday and have not heard from, you yet, I am camped about
2 miles from Kinston on the other side of the river about 1 mile from the bridge.
I am well as common, and I hope this finds you and all the family well and doing
well, I have no news to write to you, I wrote all the news in my other letter,

We had a right smart fight with the Yanks at Batchelor's Creek., We ran them




and went in sight of Newbern and lay there two days and nights,

I have seen 7 deserters hung since I came to Kinston. They hung 2
last Friday was a week ago, 5 yesterday. Rufus, Edwin, and Walker’ are well,
and they don'‘t get any letters either. I reckon we shall stay here awhile,
ag all the troops have moved from here except our Brigade. It is rumored that
we ghall move over the river today, but we can:hear anything in camps but the
truth, I should be glad to have my clothes that I sent home from Wilson,
Betty, you can do as you please about coming to see me, It is a bad chance for
a woman in camps, but you can make out somehow, I reckon., I should be glad to
see you and all my children, but I can not tell when that time will come.

If you come, I want you to bring me 25 Dollars, for I have a special

use for.it, If you don't come, let Willie or Bob come and bring me some money
& something to eat, If Mr, Anderson® comes, you might come with him or take
one of the boys with you. I want to:know how Bob made out in getting home.

Let Billy57 come and see me, I want to see Toby, too, and all the rest of

the children, You might come in the buggy if yoy want to, If you do, you bring
something to feed the horse, and a plenty, too.

1 remain as ever,

J. R, P. ELLIS

(13)
Kinston, N. C,

Feb. 27th 1864

My dear wife & children,

I received your kind and affectionate letter last night, I was glad
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to hear that you and the children arrived home safely and found all well and
doing well, These few lines leave me well except a bad cold and cough., Betty,
we have 4 sick men in our Co. now. Edwin Amerson is sick with the pneumonia.
I wrote to his father yesterday about his being sick. You may tell him that he
is no better today at 12 o*clock., You may both get your letters Monday. If you
do, let him know that he is no better Saturday at one o*clock. I never slept
any last night to do me any good, I am detailed to help nurse the sick.

Betsy, I am glad that you enjoyed yourself so well while you were in
camp with me, I am in hopes you will come to see me again some time, Betsy,
I had rather have your company than anyone else in this world, but I can‘t
say that 1 enjoyed myself as well as you did, When I though how soon we had
to part, maybe never to meet again, it took all my joy away, Betsy, if I
could have stayed with you like you could with me, I would not have left you
as soon as you left me. I am not satisfied about it yet, but maybe it was the
best, but if I had you and the chiidren back, you should not have left me so
soon as you did, if I could have helped it,

I must close, as the mail is going out and have not time to write any
more. I am your loving husband as ever,

J. R. P, ELLIS

I wish I could come and stay with you,

(14)
Camp of the 43rd N. C, Troops
Kinston, N, C.

Lﬁarc h, 186q

My dear Wife and Children:

I received your agreeable favour a few days ago and was happy to hear



that you were all well, This leaves me well except a bad cough and sore
throat, I am in hopes you all continue to remain well, for that is a great
blessing on this earth, Betsy, I should be glad to see you and the children,
but don't know when the time will come, but I live in hopes that the time is
not far distant when I shall come home and see you all once more. Betsy, I
have no news to write to you this time. The sick are mending and they will
all go home in a few days. Tell Bedy58 that I have the praisc of being a
splendid nurse, Tell her that I have got the praise of being one of the smart-
est men in camp by all that don't know me, so you see 1 [lmvg got their eyes

feathered.
J. R. P. ELLIS

(15)
Camp of the 43rd Redg. N. C. Troops

March 17th/64

Mrs, Betty Ellis
My Dear Wife,

I seat myself to drop a few lines to inform you that I am as well
as common this morning, but I have been very sick ever since Willie & I left
until now. The Dr.59 gave me [ifteen grains of Calomel and that cured me.
Betsy, I have been looking for a letter from you until I have gotten impatient
and uneasy about home, for I wrote last Monday was a week ago. I have been
waiting to hear from that before I wrote any more. Betsy, I want to see you
all very badly, but I don't know when I shall come home, but I am in hopes 1
shall come sometime,

I have no news to write to you, We are camped at the same place, yrt




it i3 rumored that the Yankees are at Core Creek,6° which is about 16 miles
below here. I want to know how Willie and Joseph61 made out in getting home,
I have heard from Edwin Amerson since he got home, Rufus got a letter from
Charity62fo;ﬂ Tuesday night. We heard that Edwin got left at Goldwboro,

and we were uneasy about Ed until Rufus received that letter. I want you

to write to me about your business, your tar, and your farm. 1 think the
boys and négroes have been smart from what 1 can hear. 1 amglad to hear
that they Lare] getting along so well. Tt {IZ] a great deal of satisfactton
to me to think they ate trying to make something for their Mother and Sisters
to live on, Tell Willie and Bob and Betty63 and Joseph that 1 send my respects
to them all, and also send Katherine64 my respects for her industry. Tell
Mary65 she must be smart and raise me a heap of chickens agdinst 1 come home,

Tell 5511y66 I haven't forgotten her. She must help Mary raise some chickens,
67

Tell Tobe howdy and tell him Pap wants to kiss him. Tell Mart to wear her

bonnet and she shall be pap's gal., Tell Frank®8 to suck his citty,
Rufus Amerson is unwell today with the headache, He is up on duty, 1

must close. Good-bye, Betsy.
J. R. P. ELLIS

(16)

Kinsgton, N. C, April 12th 1864

My dear Wife:

Your very welcome and interesting letter of the 6th came to hand in due
time and found me well except the boils on my hand and wrist., They are better,
but not so I can write much yet, From the best information I can get,Willie
will have to go into service between this time and the 1lst of May, either in

the Provost Guard or regular service. 1 understand that those who do not go




by that time are to be conscripted. I wish you to see Washington Barnes and
know of him how it is &c. If Willie does have to go, 1 want him & you to have
choice of coming here or going to the Provost-Guard. He can come down Lo see
me about it if he wishes to &c., If he should come here, I think I could get
a 30 (Thirty) days' furlough, but I don't want that to influence him at all.

I have no news, so I will close & remain as ever your affectionate _

husband,

J, R, P. ELLIS

(17)
Piymouth®? April 20th 1864

Mrs. Batty Ellis

Dear Wifemwmamna
I now take the pleasure of dropping a short letter to inform you where I am
and how I am getting along. My health is very good, with the exception of my
hand that is improving. We have taken Plymouth, We had a very hard fight,
They fought us for 4 days before they would surrender the place, I was not
in the fight, I was excused on the account of my hand. All your acquaintances
in this Company came out all right. Gray 5111370 is slightly wounded in the
thigh, 'Wilfe Ellis’! is slightly wounded in the shoulder. William Eilis’?
is all right. E. E. Bailey73 is all right, We are now some 4 miles from
Plymouth on picket. We are having a very easy time to what we have had for
the last week. I want you to write to me what they have done with Willie,
I want yoy to write soon & give me all the news, Direct your letter to
Tarboro.”% 1 close hoping to hear from you soon,

JOSIAH ELLIS

P. S. You can say to N, J, Walker's wife’> that he arcived safe to his command



,

fust in time to be in the fight, but he came out safe & is welll

J. R. P, ELLIS

(18)

Raleigh Friday May 13th 1864

My dear Wife:

Ag I am going to leave the hospital, I write you a few lines to let you
know how I am getting along. I am not well but I am mending very fast and
should if I could get anything to eat. I should be glad to come home to get
something good to eat, for I haven't had anything fit to eat in some time.

I sincerely hope these few lines will soon reach you and find you and the
children all well and doing well. 1 was in hopes that I should have got a
letter from you before I left here, but I shall not. You don't know how
badly I want to hear from you all, I haven't heard from y;u since I left
Kinston, I want to hear from Willie., I want to know if he is at home or in
the service., Write me how you are getting along with your business.

My Regiment is in Va. about Petersburg,76 they say, so I'm going to look
for it. I have got to go by Greensboro77 to get to my Regiment. If I knew
where Nancy78 lived, I would go to see her if it is not too far from the
Town. I would be glad if you would write me Nancy's Post Office and let me
know if you ever hear from her. Betty, I would be mighty glad to see you,
but I don't know when the time will cone, not soon I am afraid, If I could
only sit with you one hour it would be a heap of satisfaction to me, I am

going to send you a tract and a card. I want you to get Kate?? to read them

for you,




RSN,

I must clogse. May God bless you and sustain you in all your trials
and troubles, 1s your affectionate husband's prayer. Write soon., Direct
your letters to the Regiment, not to Petersburg & Richmond.80

J. R. P. ELLIS

(19)

Danville,Bl va, May 17th 1864

Dear Wife & Children:

I rec'd your kind and interesting letter last evening, which was dated
the L1th of May, I am now at Danville, Va,, at the Wayside Hospital, I
am on my way to my Regiment, but it seems as if I am cut off from my command
by the Yankees., I shall leave here in a short time, They are going to put
us in a South Carolina Regiment and send us on to meet the Yankees. 1 was
mighty glad to hear from you all, for 1 was uneasy about home. I can'l tell
you where to direct your letter, for I don't know where I am going. I don't
know when I shall get to my regiment, I can't tell where W. A, E111s52 nor
H, G, E111583 nor Willie Ellis are. I left them near'Hashingl:on,s4 N. C. I
want ypu to quit working out 6f doors. I want to see you mighty bad.

1 am with G. May,B85 Mrs. Barnes's86 brother, He stays at this hospital,
He has been very kind to me and treated me with a great deal of respect, He
says if 1 could get anybody to assist me, I could get out of service, He says
that Congress has passed a law to clear all that have 8 children, and if I
could get some influential man to attend to it for me, I could get out., I
wrote to Wash Barnes about it. See I, U, Amerson and get him to say something

to J. Wilkinson®7 about it, and to look into it for me if he pleases. G. May

says that they are getting out in Alabama.
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Bettie, they are knocking off one-third of the $5.00 Dollars bills. You
can't pass one anywhere until they deduct one-third, I left the blanket and

things at Kinston with Capt, Croom.88 You might get Alfred Ellis to bring

them for you if he has not left, I am not very well this morning, but I
shall leave. 1 see a heap of Yanks prisoners here. I don't know what they
are doing about Richmond, We can't hear a word from there. Give all my

chitdren my respect and tell them I have not forgotten them, I was sorry to

e

hear you were so diarrhoeaed, and that Sally and Mart are sick. I stayed

at Greensboro one night; it was last Saturday night, If I could have found

TR RPr)

out where Nancy lived, I would have gone to see her to have got something
to eat, for I don't get much., I have got no money to buy me anything to
eat, so I go hungry many a time, You need not send me any money. If I could

’ get to the kegimenc, 1 have got''money owing to me; one hundred dollars or

more.
-~

J. R, B. ELLIS

Write soon to the Regiment,.

(20)
Richmond, Va. May 23rd 1864

Mrs. Bettie Ellis

My Dear Wife:
This may inform you that I am in Richmond at this time, on my

way to my Co. 1 left Danville last Wednesday and arrived at Richmond last
avening, 1 expect to leave herve in Lhe marning to lnok for my Reglment., | have

have left from the hospital ever since the 13th, and if I had known what [




know now, I would have gone home, but I didan't know until it was too late,
When I wrote you, I expected to leave that day, but I couldn't and it was a
fine thing on my part I didan't for the train I should have left on broke
through a bridge and killed 9 men and crippled seven more. I passed them
the next day. My Regiment was at Hanover Junct:l.on89 the lagt I heard from
them, They were in a hard fight last Thursday morning; they charged the
Yanks' breastworks., I have seen one man that was in the fight, but he could
not tell me anything about my Company or who was hurt, only Lieut. Killet.
He said there were about sixty (60) killed and wounded in the Regiment.

Lee has fallen back within 20 miles of Richmond, We have had some hard
fighting around Richmond, and there is a heap more to do yet, ever who lives
to see it. We have lost & heap of men killed and wounded. I passed by the
Reg. that A, Bagly,go T. Ellis,gl Thadeus Hhitley,g2 and Frank93 are in, but
they were in the battle field and I could not see them, I should have been
glad to have seen them, for you don't know how much good it é;es me to see
anybody ‘from my neighborhood. They seem nearer to me than they ever did.

If you see Mr, Amerson, you may tell him his boys are all well so far
as 1 know, Tell him I saw G. Hasdong4 yesterday and he was well, 1 also saw
Marion Johnson?> and he was well. He told me that Charity Page96 was married
to J. Vick.97 This leaves me well as common, and I hope this will find you
and family all well. I want to hear from you as soon as this comes to hand.
Direct yopr letters to Richmond, Va. Let me have all the news, so nothing
more at present, only I remain as ever,

Your affectionate husband,

J. R. P. ELLIS




Richmond, Va. June 5th 1864

Dear Wife and Children:

I received your letter this morning and was glad to hear that you and
children were all well, I am not very well, though I am doing duty. It is
hard times here; we are all broken down marching. We have no rest time at
all, night or day, We are all mighty dirty. Some of the boys have not
changed clothes since we left Kinston, Some of the boys are naarly naked.

We are about 12 miles from Richmond. We have been fighting ever since last
Monday nearly all the time, and I see no prospect of it stopping soon. I am
mighty tired of the War, Our Regiment went in a fight last Monday evening.

We were marching out from our breastworks and rdttacked the.enemy. We: fought
them three or four hours. We had a hot time of it. I camf out safe, though
there was a heap of boys killed and wounded. Our Company fared the best of any
in the Regiment. We lost one killed and one wounded. Cofield E11is%8 vas
killed, All the neighborhood boys came out safe. When we got out of the fighr,
the roll was called and there were 82 missing out of the Regiment. Thursday

we went in again and had hot times again, I got struck on the shoulder slighty.
The ball went through my blanket and made 8 holes in it.

They are fighthing below me, It Lls regular business here, just Llke going
to plowing in the summer time, I want it to stop mighty bad. When I got to
the Regiment, I got all the letters you had written to me. You stated in one
that J. Wilson99 said I could get a detail to stay at home. If I could get one,
I would give all the pork 1 could spare, but I don't see any chance. I don't
know how to go to work about getting it, and I haven't anybody to help me. 1

would give all 1 have got to be out of this War so 1 could come home and stay

with you all. I was sorry to hear of W. A, Ellis's death, Write soon,
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Your affectionate Husband,

J. R, P, ELLIS

Let me know if Willie is at home.

(22)

Camp of the 43rd

Wednesday 8th June 1864

Dear Wife:
As we are in camp today, I will drop you a few lines to let you know that
1 am up but not well., We have been marching and fighting and throwing up
breastworks for protection until we are all worn out, I am in hopes that we
~shall have a little rest for a few days, as Grantl90 has gone down under the
protection of his gunboats., Time is quiet along the lines today. We are in
the rear today, I am afraid the Yankees are not whipped yet, I want to see
you mighty bad, 1 am glad to hear that you are getting along so well with
your business., I don't want you to work so hard; you will make yourself sick,

I want to know if the orchard is full of fruit., I want to know how you are off
3

10

for money. N. Walker,'©l R, Amerson, J. Rogers,!0? and M. G. Little >~ are all
104 105

well., I want you to let me hear from Uncle Bryant and Aunt Milly, I
want to hear from them mighty bad. 1 want to know what was the news from W,
Spem:‘sm6 when he sent you that letter, Thomas Mumford and Bob Jonesl07 are
well, I see them nearly every day; I have seen them today. I expect we shall
have to move before long. You have no idea how badly I want to see you all.
1 want you to write to me every chance you get, for I want to hear from you.

I want to see all the children, Tell Toby howdy for me, Bettie, 1 am worn

out. I sincerely hope these lines will find you well and all the family,




1 shall close., I remain as ever,

. Your affectionate Husband,

J. R. P, ELLIS

I should be glad to be at home to eat some greens.

(23)
Camp of the 43rd

June 16, 1864

My dear Wife:

I reckon you will be surprised when you hear from me & where I am, Bettie,
we are now about one hundred (100) miles from Richmond., We left Richmond Monday
morning about 2 o'clock, and we have been marching ever since, We are near
Charlottesville, 108 1 have no idea where we are going, unless we are going
to Yankeedom on a raid, Bettie, I am broken .down, and sick but 1 have to go.

I think if we don't stop and rest it will kill a heap of us. We were broken
down before we left Richmond. I hsard some of the boys say they had rather be
dead than go through with the hardship. Some of the boys faint and fall on
the toad, If one falls out, he is punished for it,

I received your letter last Sunday and thought I would answer it on the
raad, and I haven't had the chance to write before now., 1 was glad to hear
from you and hear that you and family were all well. I am sorry that Willie
had to leave. I don't know how you will get along with your apples. I am in
hopes he will get to come home on his detail yet. I want you to write to me
once a week and direct your letters to the same place as before, I will write

as often as I can get the chance to send off, and I am afraid that won't be

often,



Tell Urinhlo9 that Rufus is along, but he is broken down like the rest,

and he has got so he cannot see in the night, You may tell Mrs, Walker that

Mr. Walker is as well as could be expected, J, Hinson and John Rogers are

well, I must close as it is nearly dark. I hope this will find you all well

and doing well.
J. R. P, ELLIS

(24)

New Market,llo Va,

Oct, 22, 1864

Mrs., J. R, Ellis:
I heard from your husband directly by a man from my Regiment who had

He was then

-~

at the Lincoln Hospital, Washington City, He was perfectly unconscious of

been exchanged and saw your husband two days after I left him,

everything, He was expected to die every hour. I do not think there is any

doubt about his death as I stated to you in a previous letter, though 1 hope
he recovered, but from the nature of his wound, it would be almost impossible
‘or at least not probable,
Respectfully,
W. T. SREWER11L

Surgeon 43rd Regt., N, C.
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FOOTNOTES

lThe wife of Josiah Robert Peele Ellis was Elizabeth Holland (October 20,
1824-December 26, 18Y5),

2 goleis believed to have been an Ellis slave.
3Tomy is believed to have been an Ellis slave,

aKinston, North Carolina, lies on the north side of the Neuse River,
seventy-gight miles S. E. of Raleigh, and is the seat of Lenoir County.

. SHoke's Brigade was commanded after January 17, 1863, by Brigadier-
General Robert Frederick Hoke (May 27, 1837-July 3, 1912), of North Carclina.

6Pickett's Division was commanded after October 10, 1862, by Major-
General George Edward Pickett (January 28, 1825-July 30, 1875).

7Moden Ford referred to Morton's Ford on the Rapidan River, about eight
miles south of Culpeper Court House, A sharp military engagement took place
there on February 6, 1864,

8Camp Holmes was a training end staging area several miles north of
Fredericksburg in Stafford County, Virginia.

ILeers Army was commandad after June 14, 1861, by the incomparable Major-
General Robert Edward Lee (January 19, 1807-October 12, 1870).

1°Bragg's Army was commanded after September 12, 1861, by Major-General
Braxton Bragg (March 22, 1817-September 27, 1876), of North Carolina,

1lpufus Amerson (born 1843) was a son of Isasc Uriah Amerson and wife
Matilda Barnes of Wilson County, On February 15, 1862, at the age of eight=en,
he was enlisted at Stantonsburg by Captain James S, Woodard in Company C, 43rd
N, C, State Troops Regiment, C. S. A. On April 2, 1862, he was mustered into
®onfederate service at Camp Mangum by Colonel Robert C, Hill, The Company
Muster Roll for January and February 1864 found him "Absent, On furlough of
indulgence,"

Y2pgwin Amerson (born 1845) was a son of Isaac Uriah Amerson and wife
Matilda Barnes of Wilson County, On May 1, 1863, he was enlisted at Hookerton
in Greene County by L, D, Killett, On May 15, 1864, he was admitted to General
Hospital No, 9 at Richmond, On May 23 he was transferred to Pettigrew Hospital
No. 13 in Raleigh, and on June 10 to General Hospital No, 2 at Wilson. The
Company Muster Roll for January and February, 1865, found him still "Absent,
Detailed Hospital Wilson," from Company C, 43rd North Carolina State Troops
Regiment, C, S, A,

130range Court House, Virginia, is about twenty miles N, E, of Charlottes~
ville and forty miles west of Fredericksburg,
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14The Rapidan River is about three miles N, W, of Orange (Court Hous=2),
the seat of Orange County, Virginia.

Lalfred J, Ellis (born December 16, 1818) was a son of Elisha and
Temperance Ellis of Wilson County.

16gas (Eason) and Emily are believed to have been Edmundson slaves,

scaton was perhaps James B, Staton (born 1826) of Company L, 75th N. C.
(7th Confederate Cavalry) Regiment, C, S, A,

18Leuren D, Killet szrvaed as First Lieutenant of Company C, 43rd N. C,
State Troops Regiment, C. S. A. He was apparently from Sampson County, having
enlisted on February 28, 1862, with a promotion on January 31, 1863.

19Wym:lz Lynch (born 1830) was & highly regarded free black of Wilson
County., He followed the trade of plasterer and brickmason,

20‘I“n:l.s was probably Thomas Barnes who was enlisted at Black Creek on May
12, 1862, at the age of twenty-eight, by Captain James S, Woodard, in Company
C, 43rd North Carolina State Troops Regiment, C, S. A, In April 1863 he was
"Detached sick, Camp Kinston," and in February 1864 "Detailed to recruit."
On March 25, 1865, he was captured near Petersburg, Virginia, and was forward-d
to Point Lookout Military Prison in Maryland, from which he was released after
taking the Oath of Allagiance on June 23, 1865.

2lThomas Mumford (born 1836) enlisted on May 29, 1861, in Company D, 2nd
N. C, State Troops Regiment, C, S. A, He was captured on April 6, 1865, and
imprisoned at Point Lookout Maryland until his release on June 29, 1865,

zz’.l‘his was Obedience Grimes, a younger half-sister of Ellis's wife, She
was born in 1835 and married William H, Spiers (born 1834) about 1867.

23Capt:ain Ruffin Barnes (see Note 35),.

2Leyis was a slave belonging to Mrs, Edwin Gray Whitley of Wilson County.

ZSWashington Barnes (see Note 37).

ZGEdwin Barnes (October 10, 1816-December 13, 1885) was a son of Archelaus
Barnes and wife Penelope Dickinson. He was a wealthy planter and his hand-
some Ante~Bellum home is still owned by a descendant who lives in Wilson,
North Carolina.

27Isaac Uriah Amerson (born 1816) was a son of Isaac Amerson and wife
Delana Woodard., He was a prominent farmer in the Saratoga area of Wilson County,
North Carolina,

2Byilite (Wiley) Marcellus Ellls (Macch 16, 1847-March 26, 1929), a son
of J. R. P, Ellis, never married. He was in later life a bookkeeper in Wilson,
North Carolina,
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Edwin Robert Ellis, son of J. R. P. Ellis, was born on Dccember 21, 1849,
Ha married (1) Mary Renfrow and (2) Jane Ranfrow.

3070be (or Toby) was the lifelong nickname of John Thomas Ellis, (October
8, 1858-June 12, 1935), a son of J. R, P, Ellis, On December 22, 1880, he
married Zilphia Olivia Bryant of 8lack Creek, North Cgrolina.

3lygrtha Adealis Ellis (January 4, 1861-August 23, 1882) was a daughter
of J, R, P, Ellis, On September 21, 1881 she married Lorenzo Daniel Shelton
of Wilgon County, North Carolina.

32Penelope Edmundson (September 16, 1831-May 29, 1920) was a daughter of
Wright Edmundson and wife Susanna Dickinson, She married Jgel A, Tynes of
Wilson, North Carolina, on November 1, 1870,

33sysan Wright Edmundson (November 8, 1834-October 8, 1928) was a daughter
of Wright Edmundson and wife Susanna Dickinson. On December 3, 1866, she
married Dr, William Thomas Brewer (1832-December 30, 1870) who is discussed
in Note 111,

34py, Stephen Woodard (February 15, 1827-January 20, 1897) was a son of
Stephen Woodard and wife Mary Simms. He was both a physician and a wealthy
planter, and his children were numbered among the most prominent citizens
of Wilson, Narth Carolina,

35Captain Ruffin H. Barnes, son of Llias Barnes and wife Zilpha Thompson
of Wilgon County, was born in 1836 and died in a Federal hospital on December
24, 1864, as the result of wounds received at Charlestown, Wast Virginia. On
January 31, 1862, he had bean advanced to the rank of Captain of Company C,
43rd N, C, State Troops Regiment, C. S. A,

36Hrs. Edwin Gray Whitley (born 1818) was the wife of a well-to-do planter
in Stantonsburg Township of Wilson County,

37Hash1ngton Barnes (born February 10, 1818) was & son of Archelaus Barnes
and wife Penelope Dickinson. He was a wealthy planter in the Saratoga area
of Wilson County, North Cavolina.

38See Note 27.

3%ane Ellis (born 1825) married on Aprilt 29, 1844, Calvin Rogers of Edga-
combe (now Wilson County), He was born in 1817 and died about 1852, leaving
two sons,

4O'l‘his Xato was an Ellis slave, but Captain Ruffin also had a trusted
slave named Cato,

. AIThe Rev, James Simms Woodard (February 22, 1833-May 3, 1912), a son of
Witliam Woodard and wife Elizabeth Simms, was aiso a licensed lawyer in Wilson
County. He served as Captain of Company C, 43rd N, C, State Troops Regiment,
from February 28, 1862 to January 31, 1863.




azbaniel's Brigade was commanded after September 1, 1862, by Brigadier-
General Junius Daniel (June 27, 1828-May 13, 1864), of North Carolina.

63Garysburg, on the Wilmington and Weldon Railroad, was near Camp Claren-
don, an important training center for the eastern part of North Carolina.

44Josiah Hinson, aged nineteen, was enlisted at Stantonsburg on February
15, 1862, by Captain James S. Woodard. He was mustered into Confederate
servica at Camp Mangum on April 2 as a private in Company C, 43rd North
Carolina State Troops Regiment, The Company Muster Roll for September and
October 1864 found him “Absent wounded and in hospital." On April 6, 1865,
he was captured at Burksville, being forwarded to Point Lookout Military
Prison from which he was rzleased, after taking the Oath of Allegiance, on
June 13, 1865,

askaleigh is the Capitol of North Carolina and also the seat of Wake
County.

k6w11mington, North Carolina, was the southern terminus of the notable
Wilmington and Weldon Rail Road. It lies on the west side of the Cape
Fear River about twenty-two miles north of Fort Fisher.

“7Goldsboro, North Carolina, was the point where the Wilmington to Weldon
and the Beaufort to Charlotte Rail Roads crossed., A Confederate Hospital
was also located there,

aswilson, North Carolina, was on the Wilmington and Weldon Rail Road and
was also the location of a Confederate General Hospital, -

aguillie was Wiley Grimes, a younger half-brother of Ellis's wife Elizabeth,

5°0range Court House, the same as Note 13.

1
5 Batchelor's Creek flows northward into Neusc River about cight miles
west of New Bern, and a successful attack was made upon the Federal forces
there on February 1, 1864,

52New Bern, North Carolina, lies in the fork of the Trent and Neuse
Rivers and is the seat of Craven County., On March 14, 1862, it was occupied
by Federal troops who held it until the end of the Civil War,

53,
Thomas Amerson (born 1847) was another son of Ellis's neighbor and
friend, Isaac Uriah Amerson,

5“Capta1n Allen G, Croom of Greene County commanded Company E, 61st North
Carolina State Troops Regiment, C. S. A,

55gee Note 101,

56Thoma; Anderson (born 1821) was living in Black Creek Township of Wilson
County in 1870 with wife Martha and nine children.
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578111y was William Gray Ellis (December 15, 1851-May 24, 1889), a son
of J. R, P, Ellis., On October 10, 1888, he married Mary Amanda Gardner
whose second husband was "Sheriff Ed" Farmer (July 1, l851-September 11,
1914) of Wilson County, North Carolina.

58gee Note 22.
sgPresunably Dr, William Thomas Brewer (see Note 1ll1).
60Core Creek is about sixteen miles southeast of Kinston,

61Joseph Spencer Ellis (June 26, 1854-April 30, 1928), a son of J. R, P,
Ellin, married Carrie Deal Shelton (born 1862) of Wilson County on September

29, 1878.

6ZChArir.y Amerson (born 1840) was a daughter of Isaac Uriah Amerson and
wife Matilda Barnes of Stantonsburg Township in Wilson County.

635arah Elizabeth Ellis (see Note 66) was usually called "Sally" sinc
her mother was always called 'Betty," At /),g@

6['Cal;her::l.ne Louvenia Ellis (March 9, 1846-May 13, 1918), a daughter of
J. R. P, Ellis, parried John Warren Johnson of Wilson County on December

31, 1867.

65Hary Virginia Ellis, a daughter of J, R, P, Ellis, was born on June 26,
1854, and died on September 2, 1946, On May 3, 1874, she married Fillmore

Archer Whitley. <

665arah Elizabeth "Sally" Ellis (Octobsr 10, 1856-December 16, 1936),
a daughter of J. R, P, Ellis, was married (1) on January 10, 1877, to Wiiliam
Daniel Shelton, and (2) on December 12, 1882, to David Baker Hill, also a
native of Edgecombe County.

67

Martha Ellis was identified in Note 31.

683enjamin Franklin Ellis, e son of J. R, P, Ellis, was born on January
9, 1863, and died in Wilson County on February 15, 1920. He married Georgiana
Phelps who died on January 13, 1921.

69Plymouth, North Carolina, lies on ths south side of Roanoke River and
is the seat of Washington County which is bounded on the north by Albemarle
Sound. It was captured by Federal troops on April 2C, 1864.

70Henry Gray Ellis (born July 22, 1841) was a half-brother of J, R. P,
Ellis. On February 26, 1862, at Wilson, he was enlisted by Captain James S.
Woodard. He became a Sergeant on December 25, 1862, and was transfarred from
Company C, 43rd, to Company I, 35th North Carolina State Troops Regiment,

C. S. A,, of Ramseur’s Brigade, on May 11, 1863.

Another Gray Ellis (born 1834) also served in Company C, 43rd North
Carolina State Troops Regiment., He was =nlisted by Van B. Sharp= at Old
Sparta on March 5 and was mustered into service at Camp Mangum on April 2
1862, On April 7, 1865, he was admitted with a wound in the left shoulder




to the Confederate General Military Hospital at Danville, Virginia, from
which he was "furloughed for sixty days" on April 9, (the news of Lee's
surcrender not having yet reached the hospital),

71"111e Ellis (born in 1838) was a son of and Axy
Ellis of Wilson County,

724i11iam Ellis (born 1837) was a son of James Ellis and wife Penelope
Baker. On February 20, 1862, he was enlisted at Wilson by Captain James
S. Woodard. On April 2, 1862, he was mustered into the Confederate service
by Colonal Robert H, Hill as a private in Company C, 43rd North Carolina
Stata Troops Regiment., Decembar of 1862 found him "On guard at Camp near
D. Ebrewry'il Bruff." On May 16, 1864, he was received at General Military
Hospital No. 9, at Richmond, Virginia, During J&ly and August he was "Absent
In hospital, Wilson, N, C." On April 3, 1865, he was captured in one of the
Confederate Hospitals in Richmond, receiving a parole on April 21 and being
ligted in the Jackson Military Hospital as late as May 28, 1865,

7384uwin E. Bailey (borm 1839), son of and Ady Bailey of
Wilson County, On January 9, 1862, he enlisted in Company A, 51st North
Carolina State Troops Regiment, C, S. A,

76Tarboro, North Carolina, lies on Tar River and is the county seat of
Edgecombe County. In 1862 a Wayside Hospital was established there for the
care of sick or wounded soldiers,

75Noah Jefferson Walker (born in 1832) and wife Polly (born 1839) were
listed in the Wilson County Census of 1860, On February 15, 1862, he was
enlisted by Captain James S, Woodard at Stantonsburg in Company C, 43rd Noith
Carolina State Tréops Regiment, and was mustered into Confederate service at
Camp Mangum on April 2, On July 12, 1864, he was wounded by a minie ball
in the joint of his right knee at Fort Stevens, captured, and sent to Campbell
Hospital where amputation above the wound took place on July 15, On May 2,
1865, he was sent to Lincoln General Hospital in Washington, from which he
was released on July 5 after taking the Oath of Allegiance, On July 6, 1865,
he was admitted to the .General Military Hospital at Petersburg, at which he
received further treatment before returning to Stantonsburg, North Carolina,

762etersburg, virginia, is on the Appomattox River about twenty-miles
south of Richmond,

77Greensboro, North Oaroline)is the seat of ‘Ouilford. County and lies
fifty miles northeast of Salisbury and seventy-eight miles west of Raleigh,

78Nancy has not been identified but was apparently a friend or kinsman
who had married and moved to the vicinity of Greensboro, North Carolina.

79%ee Note 64,

8ORichnond became the Capitol of the Confederacy and is still the Capitol
of the State of Virginia.



81Danviue, Virginia, lies about four miles north of the North Carolina
boundary on the railroad line from Greensboro to Lynchburg.

82yilliam Anderson Ellis (May 28, 1834-May 20, 1864) was a half-brother
of J. R, P, Ellis, He became Captain of Company I, 3Sth North Carolina
State Troops Regiment, C. S, A,, and was killed at the Battle of Drewry's

Bluff,

83See Note 70,

sl'washington, North Carolina, lies on the north side of Pamlico River
and is the seat of Beaufort County., It was occupied by Federal Troops from

March 1862 until April 1864,

856, May: was from a Pitt County family that had moved to Alabama.

86This was Adelia F, May (born 1828), wife of Washington Barnes (see Note
37).

87John W. Wilkinson (born 1818) was a wealthy merchant residing in south-
eastern Wilson County,

8850¢ Note S4,

89Hanover Junction, Virginia, was the seat of Hanover County and lay on
the railroad about sixteen miles north of Richmond.

a1 vin Bagly (born 183Q) marcied Elizabeth Applewhite on February 5,
1852, After the Civil War he was a prominent farmer and a Justice of the
Peace in Stantonsburg Township of Wilson County, He was originally from
Wayne County, and during the War he was First Lieutenant of Company K, 66th
North Carolina State Troops Regiment, C, S. A.

91Thomas Warren Ellis (born September 10, 1839) was a half-brother of
J. R, P, Ellis,

92’
James Thadeus Whitley (born 1842) was a son of Edwin Gray Whitley and
wife Elizabeth Gorman of Wilson County. On January 9, 1862, he enlisted in
Company A, Slst North Carolina State Troops Regiment, C, S. A.

93prank Whitley (born 1844) was & son of Edwin Gray Whitley and wife
Elizabeth Gorman of Wilson County, On January 2, 1862, Benjamin F, Whitley
enlisted in Company A, Slst North Carolina State.Troops Regiment, C. S. A.
On December 31, 1891, he married Minnie L, Hardy of Lenoir County.

94G. Wasdon of Green County was a private in Company A, 3rd North
Carolina State Troops Regiment, C. S, A, He was captured at Chancellorsville
on May 3 and paroled at Old Capitol Prison on May 19, 1863.

95Harion Johnson probably refers to Francis M. Johnson of Wayne County
who served in Company D, 2nd North Carolina State Troops Regiment, C. S. A,
until detailed for hospital duty on February 28, 1863,



96Char1cy Page (born in 1837) was the widow of levin Jackson Page
(born 1830) who enlisted from Wilson County on May 14, 1862, in Company
D, 2nd North Carclina State Troops Regiment, C. S. A., and died on March

13, 1863.

97Josiah J. B. Vick (born in 1835) enlisted from Wilson County on June
10, 1861, From April 1, 1862, until September 19, 1863, he served as
Captain of Company E, 19th North Carolina State Troops (2nd Cavalry) Regiment,
C, S. A,

9acof1eld Ellis (born 1839) was s son of James Ellis and wife Penelope
Baker. On April 18, 1862, he enlisted at Wilson under Captain James S.
Woodard as a private in ‘Company C, 43rd State Troops Regiment, C, S, A,
Because of ""Chronic Reheumatism,' he was detailed to General Hospital No,
24 at Richmond from September 16, 1863, until December 2, 1863, The Company
Muster Roll for January and February 1864 stated that he had been "Furloughed

by Board of Ex."

997, Wilson was probably an inadvertent reference to John Wilkinson
(see Note 87).

moUlysses Simpson Grant (April 27, 1822-July 23, 1885) became General
in Chief of the United States Army on March 12, 1864,

101gefer to Note 75.

1025040 W, Rogers (born 1843) was the youngest son of Willie Rogers and
wife Olive Wasdon of Wilson County, On February 15, 1862, at.Stantonsburg,
he was enlisted by Captain James S. Woodard in Company C, 43rd North Carolina
State Troops Regiment, C, S. A, On April 2, 1862, he was mustered into
Confederate service at Camp Mangum, but no other details have been found.

1°3M1chael Gray Little was a son of Bryant Little and wife Mildred Ellis.
According to an instrument dated December 26, 1848 (recorded in Wilson County
Deed Book 25, p, 59), Bryant Little was a son of John Little and a Prother
of Eagon Little who had recently died in Texas,

IMBryant Little, son of John Little, had married Mf{ldred Ellis, daughter
of Eligha and Charity Ellis, and sister of Lewis Ellis who was the father
of J. R, P. Ellis,

105y¢11y (See Note 104).

106y;111am H., Spiers was J, R. P, Ellts's brother-in-law (see Note 22),

075 mma Eliza Eilts (born December 14, 1830),.  half-sister of J. R. P,
Ellis, marrfed Roderick Jones (born 1830) on February 1, 1854,
108

Charlottesville, Virginia, is the seat of Albemarle County and lies
seventy miles northwest of Richmond.

10 9See Note 27.



uoNew Market, Virginia, is in the southern corner of Shenandoah County
and about eighteen miles northeast of Harrisonburg,

1llpy, William Thomas Brewer of Wilson County entered Confederate service
as Second Lieutenant of Company C, 43rd North Carolina State Troops Regiment,
but was commissioned Assistant Surgeon of the Regiment on April 15, 1862,
and Surgeon on February 2, 1863, In 1870 he was practicing medicine in
Black Creek, North Carolina,



ADDENDA

On December 2, 1848, Josiah R, P. Ellis and Lewis Ellis of Edgecombe
County sold to Washington Barnes for $45.00 three acres of the Ellis home-
place adjoining said Barnes; witnesscd by David Jordan and R. W. Edmundson.
(Edgecombe County, Deed Book 25, p, 99).

James W, Ellis of Company C, 43rd North Carolina State Troops Regiment,
C. S. A., was paroled at Goldsboro in 1865, not long after Lee's Surrender.

Wiley Amerson (born in 1828) enlisted at Camp Raleigh on January 13,
1863, in Company C, 43rd North Carolina State Troops Regiment, C., S. A,

The Muster Roll of October 1863 found him on *'Provost Guard." He was killed
at the Battle of Drewry's Bluff on May 16, 1864,

Theophilus Barnes (born in 1833) was enlisted at Wilson on April 12,
1862, by Captain James S, Woodard as a private in Company C, 43rd North
Carolina State Troops Regiment, C. S, A, He was wounded at éhe Battle of
Gettysburg and was admitted to Chimborazo Hospital No. 3 at Richmond on
July 20, 1863, On August 13 he was sent to Winder Hospital (also at Richmond),
from which he was "Furloughed....for 30 days' on August 22, His Company
Muster Roll for that period described him as "Absent, Wounded, & in hospital
at Richmond,” On August 30, 1863, he was attached as a nurse to General
Military Hospital No, 2 at Wilson, North Carolina. The Company Muster
Rolls through October of 1864 found him still "Absent, Detailed at Wilson
Hospital,” He returned to active service in his Company in November and was

paroled at Goldsboro sometime after Lee's Surrender,
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John Burrsll H{11 wes born 1836 W b ..
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L. R H¢ll was born 1839 ?

Asbury "Peter” Hill was born 183

;5

Pernette Hill was born 1845
Llbert H{1l was dorn 1847

Children of Pecples and Naney Hill

John Hill, dorn 1838 ' NeDuffy Hi1l
Narous Hill ' Xargs HQ1

Nathaniel Mill Thomas G. R{ll

Tebitha Hill John ¥, H{1l ) Thes: could bs of
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Fielding Hill
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- T, Duleces 207
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Merthe R R 11 was doen Apr 1 1, 1833
Howey A. H 11 was born Sep amber 18, 1871 (son of Dev ¢ Bscer H.11 by former asrr age; ¢ ed 1950)

11 ¢« L Shel:.un was born Mareh 21, 1878 (son sr Sarah E11 @ Shelton H 1! by former zerr age)

John Hi11, Grest Ur-at Srendrather
Peoples Hildl, Grest Orandfather
Asa H71l, Orandfather
Dav 4 Baxer H,11, Fether
Ligsie H.1) Cux

Sepiember T, 1959



Family Names from the Lewis Ellis Bible
l%igu.n about July 30, 1830) (Soms dated earlier)
Lewis Ellis, son of Elisha and Charity Ellis, born May 8, 1794
Mary Peele, danghter of Robert and Esther Peels, born February 1800

Lewis Ellis and Mary Peele married August 10, 1820
J.R.P. Ellis, son of Lewis and Mary Peele Ellis, barn Juhks 11, 1821

Step-children of Lewis Ellis

Eligabeth Simms, daughter of Robert and Zellah Morris Simms, buorn April 23, 1820
Barnes Simms, son of Robert and Zellash Sirms, born February 22, 1822

Martha Simms, daughter of Robert and Zellsh Simms, born December 21, 1623
(Martha Simms married into the Deans family)
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Lewis Ellis and Zellah Simms were married May 8, 1825

Edwin Ellis, son of Lewls and Zellsh Ellis, born May 31, 1826

John Wehtlay Ellis, son of Lewis and Zellah Ellis, born July 2, 1827

Mary Am Ellis, daughter of Lewis and Zellah Ellis, born May 28, 1829

Exm Eliza EKllis, daughter of Lewis and Zella Ellis, born December L, 1830
Amanda Marcilla Ellis, daughter of Lewls and Zellah Ellis, born March 11, 1632

Hﬂliam Andocrson Ellis, son of Lewls and Zellah Ellis, born May 28, 1834 (Onptd.h\m
Civil War, killed in aotion)

8ally Am Polinsh Ellis, dsughter of Lewis and Bella Kliis, born November 13, 1936
Calista Caroline Ellis, daughter of Lewis and Zalla.h Ellis, born March 3, 1838
Thomas Warren Ellis, son of Lewis and Zellah Ellis, born September 11, 1839

Henry Gray Ellis, son of Lewis and Zellah Kllis, born July 22, 18l

The above names were half brothers and sistere of J. R. P, Ellis

' Thomas Perry and Calista Caroline Ellis were married about 1869
Priseilla, daughter of Thomas and Calista Perry, born July 2ii, 1870

.Thomas R. Perry, son of Thomas and Calista Perry, béirn Masy 9, 1873 .
Fannie Perry, daughter of Thomas and Calista Perry, born February 5, 1876 .

+



2e
Edwin Jerry FPerry, uwon of Thomas and Calista Perry, born January 10, 1880

Deaths of the above

Thomas Perry died August 18, 1904
Priscilla -

Thomas R. Perry died December 29, 1904
Calista Caroline Perry died May 1, 1907
Edwin J. Perry died August 30, 1917

Fannie Perry died August 12, 1959
(These names were copied August 31, 1959, and some ed from that

in the Bible for &im convémience by Elisabeth Hill Cox

FIRST MARRIAGE
Thomas Perry (born August 8, 1812) married Temperance Dawson (born Nov. 25, 1812)

Kinasy Wyman Winstead (born April 20, 1833, died December 25, 1881) married
Mertha White Perry (born Dec. 16, 1842, died Sept. 11, 1895) June 9, 1864

Martha White Perry was half sister to Fannie Perry

Zell Winstead )

Clee Winstead ) These must be children of Kinsey Wyman Winstead
Glles Winstead, Sr.g and Martha vhite Perry Winstead

Mrs. B. 8. Garris

John Westley Ellis died July 25, 1835

Ages of the children of Roderick and Emma Eliea Ellis Jones (This was Uncle n:;.clq
Jones

Blvira Susanna Jones was born December 5, 1854
Mary Frances Jones was born July 19, 1856
William A. Jones was born April 13, 1859

Roderick H, Jones was born April 5, 1863
Lomny Jones, son of Ricky Jones, died December 1893

Josiah Robert Pesle Ellis, the only child of Lewis Ellis and wife, Mary, who was
the daughter of Robert and Esther Peele of the well-lmown Quaker family.

Elizabeth Orimes Ellis, wife of J. R. P. Ellis, was born October 2, 182).
Brothers and sisters of Flisabeth Grimes Ellis: Wiley Orimes
fBeadie" Grimes (Obedience, I
believe) Spears
Nellie Orimes, wife of H.V,Joyner
(This information from old letters written to
Betsey Ellis)
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Births of the Children of J, R. P. and Eligabeth G. Ellis

Catherine Louvenia Ellis was born March 9, 1846
Wiley Marselus Ellis was born March 16, 1847
Lewis Franklin Ellis was born' ‘Sjpptember 27, 1848
Bdwin Robert Ellis was borh Decmber 21, 1619
William Gray Ellis was .bom Dsgember 15, 1851

Mary Virginia Ellis ) Twing were born June 26, 1854
Jogeph Spencer Ellis) ! :

Sarah Elisabeth Hllis was born October 10, 1856

John Thomas El1is (Tobé) was born Ootober 8, 1058

Martha Adealia Ellis was born January 4, 1861

Benjamin Prankiin 114 was born Jasnary 9, 1863
MARRTAGES OF THE ABOVE GAILDR®N

Catherins L. and John Warren Johnson, December 31, 1867

B. Robert and Mary Renfrow, Jamuary 3, 1871
B. Robert and Jane Renfrow - (second wife)

Mary Virginia and P. A. Whitley, May 3, 1874

# ]
Sarah Elisabsth and William Deniel Shelton, January 10, 1877 - P L2
Joseph 8. El1is and Carrde D. Shelton, Septemver 29, 1878
Martha A. E11is and L. D.jShelton, September 21, 1881
John Thomag Ellis and Elivia Bryant
Benjawin Franklin Ellie and| Georgana Phelpa

DEATHS COPIED FROM J, R. P. ELLIS BISLE
Lewis Frankidn EIMs, dled Jamary 1659
John :v(. Johna;on, ht"xaband of Catherine L. £1lis, died Ootober 13, 1875
Mary Banfrow jmis,i-‘wife of B. R, Fllis, died March 27, 1476
Wmilam Dlniel.S'heltoh, husband ofiaih—g.’m , died December 21, 1878
Martha Adealia .F].lia, v;:Lt’e of L. D. Shelton, died August 23, 1882
Elisabeth Gr:!..me‘a Ellis (born Oct. 20, 1824) died December 26, 1895



A
Catherine L. Ellis Johnson died May 13, 1918

Wiley M. Ellis died March 26, 1929 .
Sersh Elisabeth (Shelton) Hill died December 16, 1936 W/

E. Robert Ellis died September 21, 1909
John Thomas Ellis '

Benjamin Franilin l;llis

Mary Virginia Whitley diad Soptember 2, 1946
William Gray i11isJ

t
!

. .
Jane Renfrow Ellis, second wife of .E. R. Ellis, died - |

i .
CRANDCHILDHEN OF J. R. P, ELLIS AND BETSY G. ELLIS

Mary V, Ellis Whitley. aud P, A. whitley
Claude Whitley - Mamie Barmes
Virginia "Jemnie® whitley - Bedford Brown
Sallie Whitley = Hinnant
Frank Whitley - Sallie Whitley (no kin)
Edwin Whitley - Verner Dixon
.Millard Hhitley Mary Lee Hayes
W. G. "Bill" whitley ~ Lillie Webb
Mary vhitley =~ Ficlding

E. Robert Ellis andHaryBenfrowEllia
Mattie Ellis Gardner

E. Robert ELlis and Jane Renfrow Zllis (second wife)
unt

=z demie.ﬂlis-m.ht ................... - em-

Catherine Ellis Johnsonand John Warren Johnson

J. R. Johnson "Leb"

Bett Johnson - Harrison Hill

Walter Johnson - Lottie Hunt

Mand Johnson — /os-_(ra/u ald mb""‘

J. 8, Ellis and Oarrie Shelton Ellis

) OWAN
ubez‘t 314s ~ Clyde Jolly
Mable Ellis Newberry
Collier Ellis .

Panl Ellis
I1illian Ellis Sisk
Mlldred Ellis
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Benjamin Franklin Ellis and Georgana Phelps Ellis
Carl Ellis
Bertie Ellis
Leona [llis
Maggie Ellis
Joe Ellis
RBarl Bllis
Bdgar Ellis
Lewis Ellis
Charlie Ellis
L others

% M e e o om e m om o e om e e o e e o oa o=

J. T, Fllis (Tobe) and Olivia Bryant Ellis
Lafayette 1l111s
R, P, (Bob) Ellis - Ella Broughton
J. T. B\lis, Jr. (Jack) - Ethal
William Oray Ellis (Bil1l) - Mary Fields

e e m E m E e e e o oe o = om om - o o e o o = o om e o = e

Sarah E. Ellig Shelton and W. D. 3helton & Sarsh E, [11lis Shelton Hill and D.B, Hill
ona 'Wﬁa_ge'i_—‘ :
W. L. Shelton -~ £va Moore

David @. Hill - Irene Darden

Guy L. Hill - Lizzle Bragg

Oliver G. Hill

Ligzie Hill - William Cox ' Lroesru
Orpha H111 ~ J, L., Edw - N )OQ/UaL-m"-"ﬂ"é"

Fuuth - Ki

Martha Hill - T. W. Batts
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g:l.clzhomg:. hl !urrin:er li':lu in m‘?h:-gil

y; Ephraim E., who a| n o

cultural operations near Columb.i’:‘; l‘;ﬂ John 8.,
din handiring in the same Jocality.

Jerry Brickhouse wes given the bimefits of
sttendance at the public schools of
County and a private school at Columbis, and
was brought up ¢3 a farmer's son. Followin,
the death of hin father much of tha work
the bome place divolved mpon hlr young shoul-
ders, and he remained on the home place and
assisted in Ita operation unti! 1895, In the mean-
while he had fifted himeelf as a tewcher, and for
ten years taught in the public seheols of Tyrrel)
County, st the same time engagirg in farming
on his ‘prorny, which was sitosied seven and
one-haif miles east of Columbia, Jn sddition he
was identified with the fishing indistry untii he
was electec clerk of the Superlor Cou-t of Tyr-
rell County, = poaition which he stiff rzetains.

is_term of four years began in 1022, on De-
comber 4 of which year he took officc, and his
official rseord hes been an excellent one. ¥fr.
Brickkoust’s officos are situated in the court-
house, and his ovn home i & comfortable one
and situsted on Main Street. He is 5 demoerat
in his politics) affiliation and has loag leen prom-
fnent in tke ronks of his party. For more than
& quarter of a century, from 1895 uxtil 1922,
he scrved very cupably as juctice of the peace.
Mzr. Brickhouse is & member of the Missionary
Baptict _Caurch, near Columbia, and chairman
of the Board of Deacons, ax well as & member
of the Board of Trustees. During the World war
he suaiste! in the work of the Seieclive Draft
Board of T'yrrel) County snd in numirous ways
contributed to the success of Americaz arms.

On Amil 24, 1885, in Tyrrell Ciumty, Mr.
Brickhouse was vunited in marriage with Misg
Ella McKimmey, & dsughter of Wilifam C. and
Priscilla (Brickhouse) MeKimmey, the lattar of
whom resides with Mr. Brickhouse, while the
former died In Tyrrel]l Counts, where for soma
years he had beeu s substantial agricuiturist.

ﬁ%‘ Davin guvug Hine This coutry s
ths home ol the sell-made man. Here the poor
boy stands as good, if not a betler chan:e than
his rich associates to advanrce to the higt places,
and his character is daveloped by the strugple
he fs forced to make. lIn the oldes countries
birth snd the sccidents of fortune pisy a more
{mportant part than here, and.yet due credit in
alwsys given to those who are abie to rise above
their surroundings, and of their own accord make
s place in the world for themsclves. The racords
of the rountry ahow that in the majority of cases
the worthwhile men are those who have had to
fight nlwr their b';’"i:" vfr:o llu've had to \i'or: ;n;:
strugple step by step, for it is & recognized fa
thntgsrhn comes enﬂy is not ap fnnud The
man who gains his edueation bit by bit, working
between whiles to earn the money to earry him
a step further along the path of knowledge, re-
teins and sppreciates what he learns as nn one
whose cxpenses are paid for him can. It is the
same way in business fife. The young man wha
begins at the bottom snd werks his way up ad-
vances further and {c-ter than he who is given
& positien thruln!:h inflience or wealth. Such ix
the case with Hon. David Graham Hi'l. mayor
of Stantonsburg, wlhose life ha: Leen flied with
hard work, and wh) i now enjoying sone of (ke
fruits of faithfuiness and upight Iiv g,
Mayor Hill war born on a ‘a2 n sdjscent &
Siantonsburg, Wil o1 Cnun 2, Nor.h Curoling,

wiltdiomg Ottt - Conemoniesscrn
 Stardonolild rovia

March 14, 1884, a son of David Baker B
grandson of Asa Bill, who was born in B4
combe County, North Carclina, in 1816, and )
in Etantonsburg im 1892, A planter of note
Edgecombs County, Ass Hill gpeat the grea
part of his life in that part the state, only
a.nﬁ}g to Stantonsburg in bis later years. The
Hill femily is one ©f old one this eoun-
'-ryls q: ;d{-ho;nm in the South,
avi zker . was born in Edgecom

County, January 25, 1843, and he diod‘on IR:
farm April 25, 1405. Reared in Edgecomic
County, be married there his first wife, and was
there engaged in farming until 1875, when he
moved to Stantonsburg and bought his farm that
adjoined it on the east, and he continued to oper-
ate this property until his deeth, and be a)vo
conducted & country genera) store on his fare: far
thirty years. The democratic party had in him
a faithfu) supporter. He was & member of
Joseph Warzren Lodge Nomber 92, A. F. and A.
N,, of Stantonaburg, Doring the war betwern
the _states he served as a member of Company
E, Forty-third North Carolina Infantry, and wa
in the army during the jast three vears of the
war. At the battle of Gettysburg he .was
wounded, but recovered from his injury and re.
oined his regiment. He firrt married a Mios

sughtridge, who was born in Edgecomle
Co_unti.olnd died in Stantonsburg. They hadl one
child born to X H s!my A, whn
resides in Wilson, and §» the employ of C.
Woodard Company, wholesale ers. After the
death of his first wifs David Baker Hill mar.
ried Mrs. Sarah Elizabeth (Eilis) Sheiton, who
was born in-Stantonsburg, October 10, 1856, She
survives her husband and resides in Stantons
burg. The following children were born ta them:
Mayor Hill, who was the first-born; Guy, wha
vesides in Stantonsborg, s boolkeeper; Olver
G.. who died ot the age of seventeen ycors: Liz-
zie, who resides ot 210 Daniei Street, Wilsan,
North Carolina, the wife of Willlar: Cox, sales-
man for the Barnes-Harrell Compary, wholesale
fqroeeu' Orfh. A., who resides in Greene County,

orth Caro ina, the wife of John Lee Edwards,
treasurer of Greene County, and a substantial
farmer of that region; Ruth Wantz, whe died
st the age of eighteen month; and Martha \'..4
who es in Stantonsburg, Narth Carolina, the
wife of Thomas W, Batts. a fermer, and commi--
sioner of Stantonsburg. Mrs. Hiii had one child,
William Daniel Shelton, by her first marziage,
and he is now residing near Stactonsburg, s
farmer and commissioner of Wilson County,

David Graham Hil] attended the rura) schomls
until he was twelve years old, but from then had
to work on the farm and in the store owned by
his father. When the latter died he took chargy
of the home farm, and conducted it for five
yesrs. Inheriting s jon of this farm, he ay-
fisted to make valuable, but sold it and went into
the retail grocery husiness jn Stantonsbirg, and

inued to op this bosi unti] Jsnuary

1, 7913, when he began operating the munimpal
electric plant of Stontonsburg. On Januvary 1,
1917, he changed his occupation, at that time
becoming a member of the selling force of J. M.
Burnetl, merchant, of Sims, North Carolina. and
eontinved to hald that position ontii January 1,
1920, when he entered the McGowen Furnilury
Comy of Stanfonsb fn which he main-
talned an interest and served ax secretary of the
compary until Februsry I8 1923, Since then he
has been a ullnrin{ salesman with the Arthur
Nash Company of Cineinnati, Ohio, and cover.




e mmen wiay -

.

PR AN

R PR

e

[PATTRTVIL R T SR

[
3

- NORTH CAROLINA 253

. Wilsen, Greens, Wayne and Duplin counties. Ris
ces Bre the Masonic Building on Main
Btreet, Stantonsburg. He is unmarried and re-
sides with his mother on Yelverton Strect. Ever
aince he cast his fiest vote Mr. Hili has been
active in the local demoerstic party. Hae served
for several yeare as s justice of the pesce, and
was el mayor of Stantonsburg in n{, 1024,
for a term of two years, and is giving hia hame
city a businesslike adminiatration and promating
ita Interests in every way within his power. He
is a member of the Incnl Methodist Episcopai
Chareh, South,and is one of the stewarda of the
church, A Mason, he belangs to Joseph Warren
Lodze Namber 82, A. F. and A. M., of which
he is & past master, In Lusiness Life r. Hill is
sagscious, alert and relisbie, and as a public
official he is honorabls, prompt and true to every
rasponsibility. He is deeply interested in all
that pertains to modern advancement and im-
pravement, and determined to keep hin ity
abresst of others of its size. A friend to churclies
and public schools, he has aiways worked hard
fn their behalf, and: Stantonsburg ix proud of its
record along these lines. Hie charities are mony,
although the mai!iarn{ of them are not made pul
lie, for Mayor Hill i not one to extol his own
virtues or benevolences, and he [s always glad
to lend & helping band tn those less fortunate
than himself, i; own exrly struggles making him

symp AN

WILLIAM CERISTIAN MANNING. To some indi-
viduals are granted diversified talents which they
have the ahility to utilize for the benefit not only
of themseives but humanity at lerge. With a
hroader fleld In which to labor such men can
direct their efforts in more directions and there-
fore reach men in every avenue of life's activity.
Coming into closer touch with such, their own
sympathiex are broadened, their scope of useful-
nass widened and thair own charecters strangth-
ened. Working ateadfastly toward humarnitsrisn
ends, such men become the best and moat valuable
ndjuncts which their commonitiea mny possess.
In this clazs undoubtedly stands William Chris-
tian Manning, of Willismston, publisher of tha
Enterprise, and who as president of the North
Carolina Cbristian Missionary Convention s a
the head of the Christian Church in the state o
North Carclina. .

Mr, Manning was born near Jamesville, Martin
County, North Carolina, February 3. 1871, and
$a & son of Hon. John W. and Sarah M. (Danjel)
Manning. The origina! Manning ancestor came
to America from England during Colonlal times
and took up his bome in North Carolina, whera
his descendants have reached high places In busi-

us, the professions, politics snd military ll\g

fought engagements of the great sectional stry,
gle. Ha returned to his heme July 4, 1865, An‘d-
ed Sarah M. Daniel, who was born Septem-
ber 18, 1841, near Jamasvilie, and died on the
home plantation November 24, 1900, She was a
daughter of Wiiliam and Bpllie (Roberson) Dan-
fel, both of whom died on the old Daniel planta-
tion, which had been in.the Danial hmﬁy for
more than 200 years. grandparents wers
thrifty, hard-working, God-fearing people, worthy
the respect in which they were held, caring
for their Belds and carrylng on with slave labor
tha operations on the old plantation wight miles
south of Jamesville. An ancestor of Blr. Man-
nbm on the Danije! side was a Revolotionary
soldier, who, upon bearing of the outhreak of
tha American colonies from the mother country,
wuda such haste to join the patrint army that
he did not have time to make & regulsr will. He
therefors made a verbal will, which Is the only
ons of the mm-cus:ﬂv-. or “not writtan™ re-
corded In Maniin County.

SMrll{‘ after his marriage John W, Manning
bought the home plantation, situated seven miles
sonth of Jamesville, and that property econtinued
to be his hnme until his death, Dacember 24, 1903,
He was a man of industry, & tkilled planter and
a wood manager, and was able to accumulate a*
grutifying competency, being known as one of the
substantis] men of his locality. He was a demo-
crat fn his political allegiance and prominent in
bla party and In public lifs, representing Martin
County in_the session of 1887 in the General As-
sembly. He alsc was & stalwart aupporter of
the Christian Church, snd s consistent member
of the Knights of Honor. He and his wife were
the parents of thrse sons: Asa J., a former
educator and now clergyman of the Christian
Church at Williamston; William Christian, of
thiv review; and Josaph E., who owns and
operates the homé plantstion and is also en-
gaged in the Insurance business.

William Christion Manning received a rural
school edocation in Martin County snd was
reared on the home farm, in the cultivation of
which he assiste3 unffl he was twenty-eight years
of age, From 1898funtil 1908 he served in the
capscity of reglatraf of deeds of Martin County,
and In the lutter year hecame by purchase owner
and publisher of the Enterprise nrmp.?er' of
Williamston. which he has continued to edit and
publish with success. The Enterprise, which
was established in 1899, Is a democratic organ,
and has a large circulation in Martin and the
sorrounding countiea, The modern &hnl and
offizes are jocated at the corner of Main and
Smithwick streets, st Wi} n, where Mr.
Manning also conducts s Bret-ciase joh printing
estshlishment. He gives his readers s clesn,

hol reliahle and intaresting newapaper,

ness,

elvil life.  John M the gri o

Willtam C. Manning, was born near Jamesville,

whare he spent his entira life. confining his activi-

ties to hia extens:ve operations a3 & planter. He

married Elizabeth Manning, who was born and
sear Jamesville,

'ohn W, Manning was born D ber 18, 1842,
near Jamesville, and was about eighteen years
of age at the outbreak of the war between the
states. He fret calisted In the ecavalry of the
Confederate army, ond when hin firnt torm of
eptiztmont expired Deenlisted &y a_member of

Ament, North Carolina Ine
funtry, with which be served until the close of
the war, bis military record being an excellent
qne And ipcluding fafthful performance of dutx
ot ! {ura and Beaerx i wine 02 the baruad

with pertinent edito local matter and worl

news, and has gained advertising support on tha
part of merchants and professionsl men. He is
the owner of an attractive home on Hlnﬁhm
Street. He has contributed to the upbu

and progress of the community the Williamston
Telephone Companyy which he founded in 1000,
and of which ha is stfl) the manager, nnhoufh
he mold it to the Carolina 'I'clwhou and Tele-
graph Company in 1926  Politically Mr. Man-
ning iz & democrat.  Re was reared in the faith
of the Chriztian Church, and Is now president of
the North Carolina Christian Missiomary Con-
vention, which sutomatically places bim st the
Mad of i Christiun Church in the sata. Be
i iuise & b of tw Besnd of

?

AV - -~ S-Sy

T
o o,
T

Age sy i, .

R 2

i g

T Sy TRy

s

iy

TR TN
-~

b -

-

At 4

-

Swyea



