44 Chronicles of the Cape Fear Rwer

deer, wild turkeys, geese, and ducks, and fish 1n abundance ; we
shot sufficient to serve forty men, though there were but six of
us. We went almost round it, but there is on the northeast side
a small cypress swamp, so deep that we could not go through 1t;
we returned back again on a direct line, being resolved to find
how far it was on a straight course from the Northwest branch
of Cape Fear River, which we found did not exceed ten mailes.

We returned back to Mr. More’s that same night, having
satisfied our curiosity, and the next morning set out with an
intent to take a view of the Northeast branch, on which there 1s
a great deal of good land, but not in my opinion, for the gen-
erality, so good as on the Northwest, but I think the river 1s
much more beautiful. We lay that first night at Newton, 1n a
small hut, and the next day reached Rocky Point, which 1s the
finest place in all Cape Fear. There are several very worthy
gentlemen settled there, particularly Col. Maurice More, Cap-
tain Herne, John Swan, Esq., and several others. We stayed
there one night, and the next morning set out on horseback to
take a view of the land backward, imagining that there might
be only a skirt of good land on the river, but I am sure 1 rode
for about twenty miles back, through nothing but black walnut,
oak, and hickory; we returned the same night to Rocky Point,
and the next morning set out for a plantation belonging to Mr.
John Davis, within six miles of Brunswick, where 1 was a sec-
ond time taken ill, so that I thought 1 should have died ; but by
the providence of God, and the care of good Mrs. Davis, 1
recovered in a fortnight’s time, so that 1 was able to set out on
my journey to South Carolina. I took leave of that worthy
family on the 10th of August, when she was so kind as to force
me to take a bottle of shrub, and several other things with me.
I reached Mr. Roger More’s the same night, where 1 was again
handsomely received, but being resolved to set out on my jour-
ney the next morning, he generously offered me a horse to carry
me to the house where I was obliged to leave mine on the road,
as likewise a servant to attend me, which I refused. 1 left
his house the next morning, being the 11th of August, at half
an hour after seven, and reached Brunswick by eight. 1 set
out from thence about nine, and about four miles from thence
met my landlord of Lockwood’s Folly, who was in hopes 1

would stay at his house all night.
* * * * * * *

When I was about halfway over the bay, 1 intended to stop
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tunthte nextg Spring and take a tiff of punch; but by some unfor-
ate accident, I know not how, when I came within sight of
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ERECTION OF WILMINGTON—DECAY OF
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