26 Chronicles of the Cape Fear Rwer

REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS SENT FROM BARBA-
DOES IN 1663 TO EXPLORE THE COARST.

(Lawson’s History of North Carolina, page 113.)

From Tuesday, the 29th of September, to Friday, the 2d ot
October, we ranged along the shore from lat. 32 deg. 20 min. to
lat. 33 deg. 11 min., but could discern no entrance for our ship
after we had passed to the northward of 32 deg. 40 min. On
Saturday, October 3, a violent storm overtook us, the wind being
north and east ; which easterly winds and foul weather continued

till Monday, the 12th; by reason of which storms and foul
weather we were forced to get off to sea, to secure ourselves and
ship, and were driven by the rapidity of a strong current to
Cape Hatteras, in lat. 35 deg. 30 min. On Monday, the 12th,
aforesaid, we §ame to an anchor in seven fathoms at Cape Fair
Road, and took the meridian altitude of the sun, and were in
lat. 33 deg. 43 min., the wind still continuing easterly, and foul
weather till Thursday, the 15th; and on Friday, the 16th, the
wind being N.W., we weighed and sailed up Cape Fair River
some four or five leagues, and came to an anchor in six or seven
fathom, at which time several Indians came on board and
brought us great store of fresh fish, large mullets, young bass,
shads, and several other sorts of very good, well-tasted fish. On
Saturday, the 17th, we went down to the Cape to see the English
cattle, but could not find them, though we rounded the Cape,
and having an Indian guide with us. Here we rode till October
24th. The wind being against us, we could not go up the river
with our ship; but went on shore and viewed the land of those

quarters.
On Saturday we weighed and sailed up the river some four

leagues or thereabouts.

Sunday, the 25th, we weighed again and rowed up the river,
it being calm, and got up some fourteen leagues from the har-
bor’s mouth, where we moored our ship.

On Monday, October 26th, we went down with the yawl to
Necoes, an Indian plantation, and viewed the land there.

On Tuesday, the 27th, we rowed up the main river with our
longhoat and twelve men, some ten leagues or thereabouts.

On Wednesday, the 28th, we rowed up about eight or ten

leagues more.
Thursday, the 29th, was foul weather, with much rain and

wind, which forced us to make huts and lie still.
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| Friday, the 30th, we proceeded up the main river seven or
e1ght leagues.
ca]iztlgrday, the 31st, we got up thr.e8 or four leagues more, and
e O a tree that lay across the river; but because our provi-
i were almost spent, we proceeded no further, but returned
wnward before night; and on Monday, the 2d of November,
We came aboard our ship.
(T)uesday, the 3d, we lay still to refresh ourselves. L
% ;1 t\Vedne—sday, the 4th, we went five or six leagues up the
& nOOt Eearch a branc}l that run out of the main river toward
e th: west. In which we went up five or six leagues; but
nioh Ing the land, returned on board that night about mid-
'8ht, and called that place Swampy Branch.
S lay, November 5th, we stayed aboard.
. berilnFrlday, the 6th, we went up Green’s River, the mouth of
a g against the place at which rode our ship.
fOurile Saturday, the 7th, we proceeded up the said river, some
t (le)n or fifteen leagues in all, and found it ended in several
e ranches. The land, for the most part, being marshy and
vy PS, we returned towards our ship, and got aboard it in the
& hSuvIVlday , N ovember the ?th, we lay still; and on Monday the
Visi,o nsent zgaln up.the main river, being well stocked with pro-
g and all things necessary, an(% proceeded upward till
S iy noon, .the 12t.h, at W}‘.lICh time we came to a place
g 1:hero:-za two 1slands in the. middle of the river; and by rea-
e bo:hCIl.)OOkedneSS of_the river at that place, several trees lay
g ranches, which stopped tlr{e passage of each branch,
Sy eb Coluld proceed no further Wlt.h our boat; but went up
i y _and some three or four miles, and found the river
and wider. So we returned, leaving it as far as we could

a long reach running N.E., we judging ourselves near

gues north from the river’s mouth.
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ora : Savﬁ_mumerry trees, multitudes of orapevines, and some
Pes, which we eat of. We found a very large and good tract

of ]and 0
here and
high g5

n the N.W. side of the river, thin of timber, except
there g very great oak, and full of grass, commonly as
4 man’s middle and in many places to his shoulders,
© 8saw many deer and turkeys; one deer having very
'ns and great body, therefore called it Stag Park.

I .
t being g very pleasant and delightful place, we traveled in




