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Preface 

The reception of the Cape Fear Chronicles, not only by 
friends of the author but by the general reader, and in particu- 
lar by historical scholars, has been most unusual. The general 
expression of gratification at its publication and the generous 
recognition of its value are emphatic assurances that Mr. 
Sprunt’s endeavor to preserve the memories of the Cape Fear 
has been appreciated beyond his expectations. Numerous and 
insistent have been the requests for a second edition, to which he 
has finally yielded, and in doing so he has embodied much addi- 
tional matter of interest and importance equal to that contained 
in the first edition. The incorporation of this new matter has 
necessitated some changes in the old, most of which have been 
merely verbal, but in a few instances more important changes 
have been made to secure greater uniformity and conform to 
more recent information concerning certain local traditions and 
memories. No trouble has been spared in either edition to 
secure the greatest exactitude in details, and especially has this 
been true of the edition now presented. 

Mr. Sprunt has long been interested in historical literature, 
and through his liberality many publications of interest and 
value have in recent years been made. The fund he placed at 
the disposal of the University of North Carolina has enabled 
that institution to publish a series of historical monographs of 
peculiar interest, the one published in 1903 being of particular 
importance to Wilmington and the Cape Fear people. And in 
addition to being a liberal promotor of the writings of others, 
his personal output in the field of historical literature has been 
a distinctive and valuable contribution. His research has been 
extensive and remarkably successful; especially has he been in- 
defatigable in rescuing from oblivion the history of the Cape 
Fear and clothing in his own inimitable style the romantic tales 
and stirring deeds that belong to the development of that section 
of North Carolina. 

In recognition of his service to the State in constructive citi- 
zenship and in his writings and in appreciation of his personal 
excellence and merit, the University of North Carolina last 
year conferred upon Mr. Sprunt the degree of doctor of laws. 
And more recently the old historic College of William and 

  

      
 


