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Biography 

JouN Porter East, a Senator from North Carolina; born in 
Springfield, Illinois, May 5, 1931; attended the public schools; 
graduated from University High School, Normal, Illinois; B.A., 

Earlham College, Richmond, Indiana, 1953; LL.B., University 

of Illinois, Urbana, 1959; M.A. and Ph.D., University of Flori- 

da, Gainesville, 1962 and 1964; married to the former Priscilla 
Sherk, 1953; two daughters: Katherine Porter East and Martha 

East Vainright; one granddaughter; Jordan Vainright; served in 
the United States Marine Corps, lieutenant, 1953-1955; attor- 
ney; admitted to the Florida Bar in 1959 and commenced 

practice in Naples; professor, East Carolina University, Green- 
ville, North Carolina, 1964-1980; delegate to the Republican 
National Conventions in 1968, 1976, 1980, and 1984; Republi- 
can candidate to the United States House of Representatives 
for the Ist Congressional District of North Carolina, 1966; Re- 
publican candidate for the office of secretary of state of North 
Carolina, 1968; elected as a Republican to the United States 
Senate, November 4, 1980, for the six-year term beginning 
January 3, 1981; was a resident of Greenville, North Carolina 

until his death there on June 29, 1986; remains interred at Ar- 
lington National Cemetery. 

[V1] 

 



MEMORIAL SERVICES 

FOR 

JOHN PORTER EAST



  

Proceedings in the Senate 

Monpay, July 14, 1986. 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Richard C. Halverson, D.D., 
offered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Just at this moment, David Joy, of the Photography Depart- 

ment, is undergoing complicated surgery. Father in Heaven, 
we commend him now to Your loving care. 

God of all comfort, Father of us all, the Senate convenes 
today, painfully aware of the absence of one of its respected 
Members. We thank you for Senator Joun East—for his dedi- 
cated service to God and country. We thank You for his bril- 
liant mind—his profound understanding of constitutional gov- 
ernment—his sense of history. We thank You for his unfailing 
ability to see issues in their larger context, in the perspective 
of permanent values, in the light of tested tradition, and in the 
long view ahead. We thank You for his courage and persever- 
ance under great personal difficulty—his gentleness—his re- 
sponse to duty and his commitment to the trust which sent 
him to the Senate. We join in loving concern and prayer for 
Mrs. East, the family, the faithful staff who served him so well, 
and hosts of admiring, sorrowing friends. Gracious, compas- 
sionate Father, give to them the peace which only You can 
give at this time of pain and loss. 

And, Father in Heaven, as Senator James Broyhill is sworn 
in, we pray for him a special measure of Your wisdom and 
Your guidance and Your blessing upon him as well as his 
family and his staff. 

In the name of Him who Senator East trusted for life eter- 
nal. Amen. 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, it is my sad duty to report for- 
mally to the Senate that our distinguished colleague from 
North Carolina (Mr. East) died on June 29 at his home in 
Greenville, NC. 

However, Mr. President, it is far more than a formality for 
me to try to convey the sadness that I feel. You see, Joun East 
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was far more than a colleague. He was a friend to every 

Member of the Senate, a great American who was admired 

across the Nation as a man of enormous courage, extraordi- 

nary dedication, and keen intellect. 

At a time like this, one remembers personal vignettes. How 

many times have we seen Senator East roll his wheelchair into 

the Senate Chamber, at all hours of the day and night, to cast 

his votes? And he came always with a smile on his face—when, 

frankly, other Senators were grousing about all-night sessions. 

Mr. President, the distinguished majority leader (Mr. Dole) 

put it well a couple of weeks before Senator East’s death. Sen- 

ator Dole, speaking to an audience in Charlotte, paid tribute 

to Senator East, describing Senator East as “One of the most 

remarkable men I’ve ever known. I wonder,’ Senator Dole 

said, “how many of us ever stop to think what a struggle it is 

for Senator East just to be there. The rest of us walk into the 

Senate Chamber. JoHN East has to come in a wheelchair.” 

So in a very real way, Mr. President, Senator JOHN P. East 

was a profile in courage. The thought occurred to me, inciden- 

tally, that the words of praise from Senator Dole had a special 

meaning, because Bob Dole is himself another profile in cour- 

age. Badly injured in battle while serving his country overseas, 

Senator Dole has never once complained about the infirmity 

that would have devastated other men. 

And so it was with Senator East. He never complained. And 

although, as Senator Dole said, it was a struggle for Senator 

East to comply with the rigorous schedule of a U.S. Senator, 

you could always count on JoHN East to be there when 

needed, and on time. 

Mr. President, I shall not consume the Senate’s time with a 

lengthy review of JoHN East, the man, the Senator. But there 

are little things which will linger forever in my mind. For ex- 

ample, on the last night before the Senate recessed for the In- 

dependence Day holiday, Joun East entered this Chamber 

from that door. He cast his final vote from his customary posi- 

tion just to the right of the Presiding Officer. 

A new group of Senate pages had arrived just a few days 

earlier. JoHN pointed to those fine young people, and said to 

me: “Jesse, have you noticed? Every time a new group of 

young people shows up, I decide that they couldn’t be any 

better. But somehow they are.” Then we discussed how en- 

couraging it is to observe the int ga and wholesomeness of 

the majority of today’s young people. 

That is a iia Si President, JoHN East helped build the 

character of thousands of young people. As a teacher, he was 
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superb. He caused students to think about America, and the 
greatness of this blessed land. He spoke of principles that de- 
serve to survive. He made sure that the young people enrolled 
in his classes realized the uniqueness of America, and that that 
uniqueness is no happenstance. He caused young people to 
understand that freedom is both precious and fragile—and 
that it can be lost through apathy and indifference. 

In short, this scholar-teacher-statesman loved America, and 
he conveyed that love to all who knew him. 

And as I conclude, Mr. President, I would express my appre- 
ciation, and that of Senator East’s family, for the countless ex- 
pressions of love and sympathy that poured into North Caroli- 
na during the past 2 weeks. And in particular, I am grateful— 
as are Mrs. East and her daughters—for the fact that so many 
of our colleagues and their wives went to Greenville for the 
memorial services on July 1. 

At those services, conducted by Senator East’s pastor, Rev- 
erend J. Malloy Owen, the essence of Joun’s life was described 
in a most notable way. 

Mr. President, I obtained a transcript of the remarks by the 
Reverend Mr. Owen, and I ask unanimous consent that they 
be printed in the Record at this point. 

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR SENATOR JOHN P. EAST—REVEREND J. MALLOY 
Ow EN III, MINISTER 

I am the resurrection, the truth, and the life. He who believes in me, though 
he die, yet shall he live. The eternal God is your dwelling place, and under- 
neath are the everlasting arms. The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom 
shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
Blessed be the Lord! for He has heard the voice of my supplications. The 
Lord is my strength and my shield; in Him my heart trusts. For we know that 
if this earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a 
house not made with hands, eternal in the Heavens. 

Let us pray: O God, may we accept today your grace and peace through our 
Lord, Jesus Christ. May we remember with joy and gratitude a man of convic- 
tion, strength, and courage whom we sent from this campus to help lead our 
nation and our world. We praise you today for such a man, through Jesus 
Christ, Our Lord. Amen. 

Now hear the word of God as we find it in the 121st Psalm: “I lift up mine 
eyes to the hills. From whence does my help come? My help comes from the 
Lord who made Heaven and earth. He will not let your foot be moved. He 
who keeps you will not slumber. Behold, He who keeps Israel will neither 
slumber nor sleep. The Lord is your keeper. The Lord is your shade on your 
right hand. The sun shall not smite you by day nor the moon by night. The 
Lord will keep you from all evil. The Lord will keep your going out and your 
coming in from this time forth and forevermore.” 
Among the most obvious facts in the life of Joun East was his commitment 

to the Christian faith and to our heritage as Americans. Central to that faith, 
important to that heritage, is the Affirmation of Faith which comes to us from 
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the Second Century and is shared by so many of the Christians of the world 

and of our nation. It is called the Apostles’ Creed. 

After we have stood and said it together, we will turn to Hymn No. 305, 

“Onward, Christian Soldiers.”” We will sing the first stanza only. Let us stand 

now and affirm the faith. 

In what do you believe? I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of 

Heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who was con- 

ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and buried; the third day He rose from the dead; 

He ascended into Heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Al- 

mighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 

in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the for- 

giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Joun’s Bible was so marked up. His family shared this with me as we 

planned this service. The markings indicate that he read his Bible. He studied 

it. He knew it. And the beliefs to which he so irrevocably committed were 

based in this Book. Two verses come to mind immediately. One has a picture 

in it that he used in a recent speech. It is a picture of leaven from I Corinthi- 

ans 5:6. ‘‘A little leavens the whole lump.” JouN knew that it didn’t take many 

people to influence a nation. It just took some people who knew what they 

believed, were thoroughly convinced that they were right, and were willing to 

pay the price of being different. Joun East was willing to pay the price, and he 

led. And before too many years, people followed. And then, of course, the last 

chapter of I Corinthians includes this beautiful statement, “Be on your guard; 

stand firm in the faith; be men of courage; be strong; do everything in love.” 

Joun was a man of strength and courage. He had to discipline himself, espe- 

cially in view of his handicap. His accomplishments are utterly amazing. How 

often I have heard people say, “Most of us would have crawled into a corner 

and watched television for the rest of our lives.” But not JoHN East. He knew 

what he believed. And if you knew him, you knew where he stood. He was 

tolerant of others, always willing to listen attentively to them as they presented 

their positions, really listening, and expecting from them like courtesy. He 

loved his family, and he is loved by his family. 

Last night at the Greenville Rotary Club we sang it again as we did here last 

Sunday, “Who more than self their country loved.” And I thought of JOHN 

East. Although we are stunned and shocked at this tragedy, let us go from 

this place praising God for this man of strong convictions and amazing cour- 

age. Dr. East was an intelligent, articulate person who was engaged in civil 

and thoughtful debate on a myriad of issues. America is richer for having had 

him, and the lives of his thousands of former students are forever enriched 

from what he taught them. Who will take up the torch of this brave man? 

Let us pray: O God, the strength of your saints and the one who redeems 

the souls of your servants, we call to remembrance your loving kindness and 

your tender mercies to this your servant, JOHN. For all your goodness that did 

not withhold his portion in the joys of this earthly life and for your guiding 

hand along the way of his pilgrimage, we give you thanks and praise. Especial- 

ly we bless you for your grace that kindled in his heart the love of your dear 

Name and of your precious Word that enabled him to fight the good fight. We 

praise you for giving JouN wisdom and knowledge, strength of character. For 

the contribution he made to the lives of his students and to the life of our 

country and our world, we are forever grateful. We praise you for this strong 

but gracious man as we remember his use of this prayer of Francis of Assisi: 

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace. 

Where there is hatred, let me show love; 
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Where there is injury, pardon; 

Where there is doubt, faith; 

Where there is despair, hope; 

Where there is darkness, light; 

Where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled, as to con- 

sole; 

Not so much to be understood as to understand; 

Not so much to be loved as to love: 

For it is in giving that we receive; 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

It is in dying that we awaken to eternal life. 

Father, we would add only this, the prayer that our Lord Jesus taught us to 

pray when He taught us to say, “Our Father which art in Heaven, hallowed be 

thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth as it is in Heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory forever. 

Amen.” 

Please stand for the benediction. And now the God of peace who brought 

again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through 

the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to 

do His will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in His sight, through 

Jesus Christ, Our Lord, to whom be glory now and forever. Amen. 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, needless to say, Dorothy and I 

extend our deepest loving sympathy to the lady whom we 

know as “Sis” East, and her two daughters, Martha and Kath- 

ryn, and other members of the family. 

[From the Raleigh News and Observer, June 30, 1986] 

SENATOR East LAUDED BY SORROWFUL COLLEAGUES 

(By Todd Cohen and David Perkins) 

Senator Jesse A. Helms said Sunday that Senator JOHN P. East was “a man 

of good cheer, but I expect that he will be most remembered for his astonish- 

ing intellect. He was a very wise man. He understood this country as few 

people do in terms of its principles and its fundamentals. And he did not hesi- 

tate once defending those principles.” 

Helms, East’s political mentor, was one of many North Carolina politicians 

who reacted with shock and with praise for East, who committed suicide in his 

Greenville home. 

Helms, whose political organization helped lift East from his job as an East 

Carolina University professor to the U.S. Senate in 1980, said he would re- 

member East “‘because of the personal affection that I had for him. No sena- 

tor ever had a finer colleague than he.” 

Helms said he had notified President Reagan, who was in California, at 

10:30 a.m. of East’s death. 

“The president was stunned and saddened,” Helms said at a Raleigh news 

conference. “He greatly admired Senator East.” 

Republican Governor James C. Martin said in a written statement that 

East’s death was “‘a tragic loss for North Carolina and the people he repre- 
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sented so valiantly and so well. Our hearts go out to Mrs. East and their family 
as we uphold them in our prayers.”’ 

Martin said he had directed that flags on all state property be flown at half 
staff. His aides said the tribute would continue for an indefinite period. 

Representative James T. Broyhill, the Republican Senate nominee expected 
by some political observers to be appointed by Martin to fill East’s unexpired 
term, said he was ‘‘shocked and grieved at the news of Senator JOHN East’s 
death. He was my friend and colleague, and I am just shocked at this news.” 

Broyhill characterized East as “a patriot and a leader for North Carolina 
and our country—a man of keen intellect and courageous stature. My heartfelt 
prayers go to his wife, Sis, and his daughters, Marty and Chip, and their fami- 
lies.” 

Former Governor Terry Sanford, the Democratic nominee for EAst’s seat, 
said he was “sure that all North Carolinians are deeply distressed by this tre- 
mendous personal tragedy. Mrs. Sanford and I extend our sincerest sympa- 
thies to Mrs. East and their family.” 

In 1980, East upset incumbent Senator Robert B. Morgan after a bitter race 
in which East’s campaign was directed by the National Congressional Club, 
Helms’ political organization. 

Morgan, now director of the State Bureau of Investigation, said Sunday by 
telephone from his home in Lillington that he was “saddened at the news of 
his death. And I’m awfully sorry. His family, his wife and his children certainly 
have my condolence and my prayers.” 

U.S. Representative Walter B. Jones, a Democrat from Farmville who defeat- 
ed East in a special and regular Congressional race in 1966, said East had 
been a tough adversary. 
“We remained good friends, and those two races increased my admiration 

for him as a high-class gentleman,” Jones said. “I think his strength was his 
personal appeal and the fact that he’s very articulate. He had a certain amount 
of charisma that was hard to deal with. He did better in the special election 
(for the vacated seat of Herbert C. Bonner) than any Republican had in many 
years, carrying two of the 14 counties at that time.” 

Secretary of State Thad Eure, a Democrat who staved off a challenge by 
East in 1968, described East as “‘a very smart man. He was well-educated. 
And he was very loyal to his party.” 

Former Governor Dan K. Moore said East ‘“‘was a very fine, honorable 
Christian gentleman. . . . He was sincere in every action that he took.” 

Helms, who spoke at length about East, described him as “a scholar, a 
teacher, a statesman. And he touched thousands of lives constantly, dating 
back to his days as a teacher. . ., particularly the young people. He touched 
them with his never-failing willingness to explain and defend the principles of 
America.” 
Thomas F. Eamon, an associate professor of political science at East Caroli- 

na University, where East taught before going to the Senate, remembered 
East as “an excellent classroom teacher, always very popular with students, a 
very thought-provoking individual. As a colleague I found him to be a person 
with a great sense of humor and easy to talk with.” 

Eamon, a Democrat who knew East at ECU for about eight years, recalled 
that, “always in personal political conversation with him, he would be really 
objective.” 
Eamon said he had not seen East much in recent years. He said that last 

year he had sent a letter to East in Washington “‘and got back an extremely 
nice, hand-written letter from him . . . saying that things had been difficult 
and he appreciated the thought.” 
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East last year suffered from a glandular condition affecting his thyroid. 

William C. Friday, former president of the University of North Carolina 

System, said East always had attended quickly to university matters that in- 

volved the federal government. 

East played a role in discussions with former Secretary of Education Terrel 

Bell that led eventually to the resolution of the university's desegregation law- 

suit with the Department of Education, Friday said. 4 

“Every time that I called upon him for assistance, he was helpful to us, 

Friday said. 5 

Lieutenant Governor Robert B. Jordan III, the state’s highest-ranking Dem- 

ocrat, said East “was a very intelligent person who voted his convictions. He 

and I didn’t always agree. He was very dedicated to continuing and complet- 

ing his term even though his health was working against him. I regret very 

deeply that this has happened.” 

en Senate Republican Leader William W. Redman Jr. of Iradell County 

said East had been “‘a friend of mine, a man I had a great deal of respect for. 

He was probably the most intelligent man I knew in the United States Senate. 

I think it’s a great loss to this nation.” 

= 

[From the Charlotte Observer, June 30, 1986] 

A STEADFAST CONSERVATIVE 

(By Elizabeth Leland) 

Few North Carolinians knew Joun East when he announced in January 1980 

that he wanted to be their U.S. senator. vat 

One newspaper editor described him as “the obscure professor at a little- 

known university.” oe ; a 

But with sophisticated direct-mail money-raising and forceful campaign rhet- 

oric, East won an upset in November 1980 over incumbent Senator Robert 

Morgan, D-NC. He entered the Senate in a wheelchair and with a determined 

devotion to conservative ideals. 

East, 55, worked mostly in the shadow of Senator Jesse Helms, R-NC, his 

friend and soul mate. He served only one term, announcing through aides last 

September that he was too ill to seek reelection. 

In an interview after he made his decision, East said he hoped to be re- 

membered as “an intelligent, articulate person who was engaged in what | 

thought was civil and thoughtful debate on a myriad of issues.” 

He said he disagreed with critics who had labeled him a Helms clone, but 

acknowledged they agreed on most issues. “I think if I had been ina position 

to be here longer, that different identities would certainly have emerged, 

East said. 

STAUNCH CONSERVATISM 

As Senator, East quickly earned the reputation as one of the Senate's most 

conservative members. Just hours after Ronald Reagan took the oath for his 

first term as president, East voted against confirming Caspar Weinberger as 

defense secretary. The only other senator who voted against Weinberger was 

Helms. They said he wasn’t hawkish enough for the job. 

The spotlight focused on East in April 1981, when be sponsored a bill to 

overturn the Supreme Court decision that struck down anti-abortion laws and 

held controversial hearings on when life begins. But for the most part, he kept 
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a much lower profile than Helms. In his first 238 votes—during his first year 
in the Senate—East sided with Helms on all but 16. 

In 1985, his health became a problem in his Senate work. He was hospital- 
ized in February 1985 for a urinary tract blockage and in April 1985 for hy- 
pothyroidism. He missed much of the Senate’s work that year, and rumors 
abounded that he didn’t like the job and wouldn’t seek reelection. 

EAsT was a private, reserved man. Some of his staff didn’t know he had en- 
tered the hospital for a second time until reporters told them. 

EARLY YEARS 

Born in Springfield, IL, East was a scholar and a football player. He played 
lineman at University High School in Normal, IL. Burton O'Connor, athletic 
director at the time, remembers East as an average player and one of the 
school’s “most distinguished graduates.” 

He graduated Phi Beta Kappa from Earlham College in Richmond, IN, in 
1953 and came to North Carolina that year as Marine lieutenant at Camp Le- 
jeune near Jacksonville. Within 30 days of his discharge in 1955, he contracted 
polio, and his leg muscles were paralyzed. He used crutches and a wheelchair. 

Despite that, East was not outspoken on behalf of disabled people. He said 
his life served as an example for them. 

“I, of all people, have been proving the opportunities for disabled people in 
American society,” he once said. “So I find myself in the awkward position of 
sometimes appearing to be at odds with people that supposedly I should have 
the most profound affinity with.” 

East earned a law degree in 1959 from the University of Illinois and prac- 
ticed law. A year later, he enrolled in the University of Florida, where he re- 
ceived his master’s degree in political science in 1962 and a doctorate two 
years later. 

ACADEMICS, POLITICS 

He returned to North Carolina to teach at East Carolina University in 
Greenville. He once described himself as “‘one of those rare creatures in aca- 
deme,:a conservative political science professor.” His students described him 
as brilliant. 

In 1966, Easr tried his hand at politics. He filed as a GOP candidate in a 
special February election against Democrat Walter Jones in the Ist Congres- 
sional District, for the vacant seat of the late Representative Herbert Bonner. 
Of the 142,700 registered voters in the sprawling coastal district, 138,000 
were Democrats and 4,700 Republican. 

“It will be a long, tough, fight . . . but it will be worth the effort,” Eas, 
then 34, said of the race. East, described as “‘a zestful campaigner on crutches 
or in a wheelchair,” campaigned against the politics of then-President Lyndon 
Johnson. His slogan was “Help Defeat LBJ, Vote The John East Way,” 

East won a surprising 40% of the vote and impressed political observers. 
He decided to challenge Jones again in November. He lost again. 

ROAD TO SENATE 

In February 1968, East picked another battle. He challenged Thad Eure, 
North Carolina secretary of state since 1936. East lost but again surprised ob- 
servers with 44% of the vote. ° 

For the next 12 years, he stuck with party politics. In 1976, as a delegate to 
the national GOP convention, East drafted platform planks for the party’s 
conservative wing: unequivocal opposition to abortion, a constitutional amend- 
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ment to prohibit busing and criticism of détente with the Soviet Union. Some 

of his proposals went farther than Ronald Reagan wanted. 

By 1979, East had decided to run again for office. He said the state needed 
a “stronger, clearer voice” in the Senate and hinted he would challenge 

Morgan. On Jan. 26, 1980, he announced he would. 

Hardly anyone knew him beyond Greenville and the inner circle of the Re- 

publican Party, and he was uncertain how being in a wheelchair would affect 

campaigning and his public perception. 

CONGRESSIONAL CLUB 

But East was handpicked by Helms, and Helm’s National Congressional 
Club ran East’s campaign and financed television ads that made East a house- 

hold name. The campaign was bitter. 

East’s commercials tied Morgan, once ranked among the most conservative 

Democratic senators, with such liberals as Senator Edward Kennedy, D-MA, 

and George McGovern, D-SD. 

The commercials faulted Morgan for voting to cut funds for the Bl bomber 

and for approving the Panama Canal treaties. 

The strategy irked Morgan supporters, but it worked. 

East won by 10,411 votes, out of about 1.78 million cast. 

= 

[From the Winston-Salem Journal, July 2, 1986] 

1,000 ATTEND MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR JOHN East 

GREENVILLE.—U.S. Senator JoHN P. East was remembered yesterday as a 

forceful figure with strong convictions as his family, friends and colleagues 

gathered at a memorial service in his hometown church. 

A standing-room crowd of about 1,000 packed into the sanctuary of Jarvis 

Memorial Methodist Church in downtown Greenville to pay their last respects 

to East, who committed suicide in the garage of his home here early Sunday 

morning. 

The Reverend J. Malloy Owen III, noting that East, a victim of polio, was 

paralyzed in his legs and had other severe health problems, told the crowd: 

“He had to discipline himself. Especially in view of his handicaps, his accom- 

plishments were absolutely amazing. Most of us would have curled into a 

corner and watched television for the rest of our lives.” 

In the only reference to East’s suicide, Owen said, “Although we are 

stunned and shocked at this tragedy, let us go from this place praising God for 

this man of strong convictions and amazing courage.” 

Senator Jesse A. Helms, East’s political mentor and close friend, sat on the 

front pew of the church with Governor James G. Martin, their wives and mem- 

bers of East’s family. Among the mourners were Barbara Bush, the wife of the 

vice president; Elizabeth Dole, the U.S. secretary of transportation; and at 

least eight members of the U.S. Senate. ' 

Also present were the Reverend Jerry Falwell and officials of East Carolina 

University, where East’s had agreed to resume teaching political science when 

his Senate term expired in January. 

After the 2 p.m. service, which lasted about 20 minutes, East’s body was 

cremated in accordance with his family’s wishes. The senator was 55 years old. 

A spokesman for the funeral home handling the arrangements said the 

family requested no other private memorials or services. 
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Owen, the pastor of the church, repeatedly evoked East’s image as a seri- 
ous—almost scholarly—public servant who was willing to match his strongly 
held conservative principles against often long odds. 

“John knew that it didn’t take many people to influence a nation,” Owen 
said. “It just took some who knew what they believed and were thoroughly 
convinced that they were right, and were willing to pay the price and be 
different.” 

During the service, Owen read verses from I Corinthians that East some- 
times cited in his speeches and public statements. At the request of East’s 
family, he concluded the service with the Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi. 

Afterward, many of the mourners waited patiently to offer condolences to 
members of the immediate family. East’s widow, Priscilla, better known as 
“Sis,” dabbed at her face with a tissue but appeared generally composed as 
she greeted the mourners, often with warm hugs. Mrs. East was flanked by the 
couple’s two adult daughters, Kathryn East of Greenville, and Martha Vainw- 
right of Maryland, and East’s son-in-law. 

Falwell, who has known East since his election to the Senate in 1980, said 
he talked with Mrs. East by telephone yesterday. 

“I think she’s very strong,” Fawell said. “‘She’s a real trouper, having stood 
by him all these years. . . . She’s a good lady, and I’m sure God will sustain 
her.” 

Virginia “Lou” May, the manager of East’s two-person constituent services 
office in Winston-Salem, said her home phone and office phone has been ring- 
ing constantly with callers offering condolences. 

Mrs. May said she talked with East by telephone on Thursday and last saw 
him on June 4, when she picked him up at the Regional Airport for a rally 
featuring President Reagan on behalf of U.S. Representative James T. Broy- 
hill, the Republican nominee to succeed East. 

“He looked better than he looked in 1980,” Mrs. May recalled. 
“His spirits were real high, and he gave Congressman Broyhill about the 

best endorsement he could give.” 
Richard Viguerie, who operates a direct mail firm in Falls Church, VA, and 

is One of the most prominent behind-the-scenes activists in the New Right po- 
litical movement, said that East’s death leaves a political and personal void for 
him. 

“Senator East’s loss is a major loss,” Viguerie said. “There’s no kidding 
ourselves—he was a key leader, one of our most important elected officials. 
He represented a new breed of conservative who was dedicated to making 
change.” 

aS 

[From the Winston-Salem Journal, July 1, 1986] 

Joun P. East 

“Tenacious” describes well the attitude Jon P. East exhibited in facing ad- 
versity. He fought the odds and won. He achieved a notable academic and po- 
litical record in spite of polio, which left him confined to a wheelchair. He sur- 
vived defeats as a conservative Republican before his election to the U.S. 
Senate. 

East seemed undaunted by the prospect of leaving the Senate at the end of 
his first term. He contemplated a return to the classroom at East Carolina 
University as a political science professor. He was reading proofs for a book 
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he expected to publish. He appeared prepared to meet battles against ill 

health or other obstacles with the tenacity he had shown in the past. 

His death at the age of 55 would be a shock under any circumstances. His 

apparent choice to end his life adds a sorrowful note to the culmination of his 

public career, and makes the loss to family and friends doubly saddening. 

Such a tragedy can be experienced, but not adequately explained. 

Close associates obviously were as baffled as the general public. Perhaps 

that simply denoted the private nature of the man. East never gave the im- 
pression of a typical politician, eager for the spotlight’s glare. 

His approach was more apt to be intellectual, and his positions defined by 
ideology rather than situations. He may have struggled alone with doubts and 

depression, but he made no public show of it, nor did he ask for sympathy. 

From President Reagan to Governor James G. Martin, leaders expressed 

shock and sorrow. East was lauded as a dedicated public servant and loyal 
friend. The reaction illustrated the personal integrity and tenacity brought to 

his public duties. 

He had to call on courage early in life. An Illinois native, he was a Marine 

lieutenant at Camp Lejeune when he was stricken by polio at the age of 24. 

He earned a law degree from the University of Illinois, and a Ph.D. in political 

science from the University of Florida. As a young professor at Carolina, he 

ran on the Republican ticket against Democrat Walter Jones in the Ist Con- 

gressional District in 1965. The loss didn’t deter him from running again, and 

losing, the next year. He remained active in GOP politics and defeated Demo- 

crat Robert B. Morgan, the incumbent, for the U.S. Senate in 1980. 

East’s record was too brief to allow substantial achievement. He did the 

best he could in the circumstances under which he served. It would be unfair 

to say less or more. In one term, he had little opportunity to really distinguish 

himself. Poor health further inhibited him. By choice or constraint, he never 

moved far beyond the shadow of Senator Jesse A. Helms, his mentor and 

model. Detractors called him merely Helms’ echo in the Senate. There’s no 

doubt he wouldn’t have been elected without the money and campaign direc- 

tion of the Congressional Club, the organization closely tied to the senior sen- 

ator. In stepping aside, he endorsed the club’s choice as his successor. 

The campaign opened by East’s decision not to run could be further influ- 

enced by his death. The appointment to fill out his term will be up to Gover- 

nor Martin. If the choice, as seems probable, is Representative James T. Broy- 

hill, the GOP nominee, that could bestow an advantage in the general elec- 

tion. The governor, appropriately enough, turned a deaf ear to the speculation 

for the time being. He praised and ordered state flags flown at half-mast in his 

honor. 

Whatever reasons figured in East’s fateful last decision lack of courage was 

not among them. His death is a tragic loss that must be accepted, but which 

cannot be adequately explained. 

= 

[From the Durham Morning Herald, July 1, 1986] 

SENATOR JOHN East: BRAVE AND LIKEABLE 

One of the unfortunate aspects of Senator JoHN East’s life was that he 

rarely moved beyond the shadow of Senator Jesse Helms and their unbending 

conservatism. Behind Senator East's voting record—often scored because it 

seemed no more than an echo—was a brave and likeable man, one who had 

[11]



overcome enormous physical setbacks and had proved that the measure of a 
man is his mind and heart and not his body. 

Oddly for a United States Senator, Mr. East was a quiet politician who 
served not to build a biography but to establish his cause. That cause was in- 
flexibly conservative. In the Senate votes, he was Mr. Helms’ twin. In person- 
ality, he was an opposite. 

Mr. East was a scholar. He rarely yielded to anger or flaming rhetoric. He 
thought out his views, cast his votes most predictable, and didn’t flinch when 
criticism rained upon him from the liberal—and sometimes conservative— 
press. 

He seemed steeled against the nay sayers, and while his political ideology 
was tested severely, his excellent character was never damaged. He was strong 
and gentlemanly, a man of deep piety and strong social and political convic- 
tions. 

What built such resolve? Why didn’t Mr. East occasionally fly off the 
handle? There may be no easy answer, but his life serves some clues. Physical- 
ly, Joun East had been wracked by more than his share of pain and suffering. 
He was a young Marine oficer when he was crippled by polio and confined to 
a lifetime in a wheelchair. 

Lesser men would have been discouraged, but Mr. East, who had won the 
Phi Beta Kappa Key in college, went on to earn law and Ph.D. degrees and 
become a college professor in political science. He shunned the trendiness of 
the liberal perspective of political science, and students who eagerly signed up 
for his courses heard a teacher who could expertly and wisely shake the foun- 
dations of the politics of welfarism and a weak defense. 

He became a U.S. senator because of hard-hitting television commercials fi- 
nanced by Mr. Helms’ Congressional Club—commercials that destroyed the 
political career of Democrat Robert Morgan without really saying much about 
Joun East. But if the Tar Heel electorate had been his classroom, North Caro- 
lina might have voted for him anyway. Mr. East could be powerfully convinc- 
ing without theatrics. His suasion was didactic rather than volcanic. 

It has been said that his life was a profile in courage, and that seems true 
enough. Yet it pains to think that one so brave, for some unknown reason, 
could not continue to face life and more pain. If Joun East had chosen life 
after the Senate he might have been a grand teacher and statesman, a living 
testimony to man’s ability to endure with dignity. 

North Carolina has lost a plucky and brilliant public servant. 

= 

[From the Raleigh News and Observer, July 1, 1986] 

East: COURAGE ON THE RIGHT 

Ironically for a native of the Land of Lincoln, JoHN PorTER East can best be 

memorialized in terms usually reserved for stalwarts of the Old South—he 
fought well in behalf of a misguided cause. His death by suicide at the age of 
55 deprives the nation’s New Right of an intelligent, fiercely dedicated and ar- 
ticulate advocate. And it leaves North Carolina mourning a public servant who 
gave his utmost to the demanding task of being a U.S. senator. 

For East, the demands of office were especially harsh. He accustomed him- 
self to the glare of the political limelight even while coping with the physical 
limitations of his polio-induced handicap, which left him dependent on a 
wheelchair and crutches. The dignity and courage he displayed as he went 
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about the arduous routines of Capitol Hill inspired admiration that surpassed 

differences over ideology. 

Yet the rigors of poor health—in particular, the thyroid deficiency that last 

year sapped his vitality and forced him into the hospital for weeks at a time— 

may have contributed to his decision to take his own life. Colleagues and asso- 

ciates say the worst phase of the hypothyroldism and the depression it breeds 

had seemed behind him, but the senator may simply have outdone himself in 

putting up a brave front. 

East’s Illinois origins, his physical handicap and lack of a political base 

seemed to stack the deck against him when he challenged incumbent Demo- 

crat Robert B. Morgan in 1980. But he was not running as a traditional North 

Carolina Republican. He already was a leading theoretician of the party’s New 

Right wing, whose national leader was North Carolina’s senior senator, Jesse 

Helms. It was Helms’ organization that catapulted East from the political sci- 

ence faculty at East Carolina University into the Senate, relying heavily on 

campaign advertisements that distored Morgan’s record. 

East in office was a vigorous champion of the New Right’s jingoistic foreign 

policy and its repressive social agenda. For example, the legislation that most 

clearly bore his personal stamp was an outgrowth of the anti-abortion move- 

ment. It attempted to define human life as beginning at conception thus lead- 

ing to protected status for fetuses, despite the Supreme Court’s holdings that 

women have the right to choose an abortion. 

East thus bent his considerable intellectual skills not as much to the ad- 

vancement of individual liberties as to the furtherance of the moral code 

shared by him and others of his ideological persuasion. 

As he neared political retirement, East was heading for the security and 

comfort of academic life back on the East Carolina campus in Greenville, the 

pleasant city he and his family called home. He could have taken pride in his 

years of hard work in behalf of his constituents and his dutiful decision not to 

seek re-election when health’ problems may have kept him from giving 100 

percent. 

But despair whose depths nobody had realized drove Joun East to forgo 

that comfortable and deservedly self-satisfied retirement. His death signifies 

how high were the personal standards he held. 

=> 

[From the Greensboro News & Record, June 30, 1986] 

Joun East 

Senator JoHN East was a fighter, which makes the circumstances of his 

death by apparent suicide all the more difficult to accept. From the age of 24, 

he fought the debilitating efforts of polio. Though confined to a wheel chair, 

he was a courageous man who was not easily discouraged. 

He fought for his career in Republican politics, too. He was twice defeated 

for public office before narrowly winning his Senate seat in a bitter 1980 con- 

test. 

Above all, East fought for his staunchly conservative political beliefs. Those 

beliefs were deeply held and finely honed. Like his close friend and mentor, 

Senator Jesse Helms, East represented a new breed of conservative Republi- 

can who preached against abortion and school busing and in favor of prayer in 

the schools. He was a keen debater in the Senate and admired for his intellect, 

even by those who profoundly disagreed with him. 
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But the continued effects of poor health may have been too much even for 
this fighter. He recently contracted a painful hypothyroid condition, that 
sapped his strength and kept him from much of his Senate work last year. It 
also forced him reluctantly to decide not to run for re-election. 

It appeared to staff and friends in recent months that Senator East had im- 
proved. He returned to debate and vote in the Senate, and he was on the 
verge of resuming his career as a professor of political science at East Carolina 
University. 

It was in that new phase of his career, in fact, that East might have made his 
most enduring contributions. In the Senate, despite his convictions, he seemed 

out of place. He loved the ideas of politics, but not the practice of compro- 
mise. He never established his independence from Senator Helms, perhaps 
because he didn’t want to. Whether better health or a second term in the 
Senate would have given him more influence we will never know. 

But we do know East was very well suited to the classroom. Made wiser by 
his Senate experience, he could have taught and influenced another genera- 
tion of young scholars. 

But, now, for reasons we will probably never fully understand, JoHN East’s 

voice has been stilled. His intellectual talents were too large to be so abruptly 

and tragically wasted. All North Carolinians are saddened by his loss. 

var aed 

[From the Washington Post, July 1, 1986] 

Joun P. East 

Senator Joun P. East had been attending sessions at the Senate regularly, 

was described by aides as cheerful and in a good mood, and was preparing to 

edit proofs of a book of essays he had written. But as his colleague and fellow 

North Carolina Republican Jesse Helms said, ‘““One never knows what’s inside 

another person.” Mr. East killed himself over the weekend in his Greenville 

home. 

What we do know is that Mr. East pursued his political career under cir- 

cumstances of surpassing difficulty. In 1955 he was crippled by polio while 

serving in the Marine Corps. He announced last fall that for health reasons he 
would not run for reelection this year. He was hospitalized in 1985 for hy- 

pothyroidism—a condition that tends to be accompanied by depression—and 

for treatment of a low white-blood-cell count and a urinary blockage. 

Confined to a wheelchair, Mr. East earned a law degree and a Ph.D. in po- 

litical science, and became a professor at East Carolina University. A conserva- 

tive Republican when that breed was scarce in eastern North Carolina, he ran 

for office twice unsuccessfully before being elected to the Senate in 1980. 

Like all politicians, Senator East was only partly successful in reaching his 

goals, and like many he may have regretted the circumstances—especially 

cruel in his case—prompting him to leave public office. But he had cause for 
satisfaction in his work, and his apparent decision that he could no longer 

carry on inspires sadness and sympathy. 

[14] 

  

  

[From the Washington Times, July 1, 1986] 

THE DEATH OF JOHN East 

After playing college football and serving in the Marines, John P. East con- 

tracted polio at age 24—one of the last casualties before the Salk vaccine—and 

learned that he would never walk again. So he climbed into a wheelchair and 

continued on to law school, graduate school, and a career of teaching political 

science and the conservative philosophers he so admired. This comeback cul- 

minated in his election to the U.S. Senate, where for five years he put his con- 

servative principles into action. 

Polio did not destroy him, but hypothyroidism did its best, perhaps succeed- 

ing. The disease is known to cause depression, mental impairment, and hallu- 

cinations. Last weekend the senator was driven home to Greenville, N.C., and 

dropped off at his empty home, his wife being on a visit to her mother. Then 

a note, then the gas fumes, then the end. 

American politics has lost a generous and honorable man and that rare bird 

in practical politics, the intellectual ideologue, possessor of both scholarly 

breadth and philosophical commitment. 

The moral tradition that JoHN East so zealously upheld teaches that the Al- 

mighty has fixed his canon against self-slaughter, but it also teaches that He is, 

above all else, a loving and compassionate Father. Those who knew the junior 

Senator from North Carolina and who knew of his battles and his sufferings in 

this world will have no fear for his condition in the next. 

Lesser men would have been discouraged, but Mr. East, who had won the 

Phi Beta Kappa Key in college, went on to earn law and Ph.D. degrees and 

become a college professor in political science. He shunned the trendiness of 

the liberal perspective of political science, and students who eagerly signed up 

for his courses heard a teacher who could expertly and wisely shake the foun- 

dations of the politics of welfarism and a weak defense. 

He became a U.S. Senator because of hard-hitting television commercials fi- 

nanced by Mr. Helms’ Congressional Club—commercials that destroyed the 

political career of Democrat Robert Morgan without really saying much about 

Joun East. But if the Tar Heel electorate had been his classroom, North Caro- 

lina might have voted for him anyway. Mr. East could be powerfully convinc- 

ing without theatrics. His suasion was didactic rather than volcanic. 

It has been said that his life was a profile in courage, and that seems true 

enough. Yet it pains to think that one so brave, for some unknown reason, 

could not continue to face life and more pain. If JoHN East had chosen life 

after the Senate he might have been a grand teacher and statesman, a living 

testimony to man’s ability to endure with dignity. 

North Carolina has lost a plucky and brilliant public servant. 

card 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. President, it was a most impressive cere- 

mony we have just concluded, one we have all shared in, and a 

most impressive series of remarks by the majority leader and 

by the Democratic leader and by Senator Helms—all extraordi- 

narily authentic and sincere. I will have more to say at an ap- 

propriate time in eulogizing our colleague, but indeed it is a 

great tragedy since our last gathering. 
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I recall so well my last visit with JonHn East off the floor, 
with the usual pleasantries: ‘‘How are you, JOHN? What’s up?” 
Talking about voting and the strange hours and things of that 
nature that we talk of—but seldom get to the depth of our- 
selves. 

Here was this great man of courage who conquered polio; 
this bright, inquisitive, probative, incisive mind of his; a teach- 

er in every sense of the word. 
I have lost a friend. He was my seat-mate in the Judiciary 

Committee at each executive committee session. I know that 
the occupant of the chair (Mr. Grassley) remembers the pleas- 
ure of sharing time with Senator East, as he sat on his right 

and I sat on his left. We had a great deal of rapport and a fine 

spirit among ourselves. 
Then the twin hammers of polio and_ hypothyroidism 

brought him down. He told me often: “I could handle the one, 

but the other makes it tough.” Indeed, the degree of that 

toughness will never be known to those of us here. 
I was privileged to be at the memorial service in Greenville, 

NC—a very moving, swift ceremony—in which he was honored 

and eulogized. 

I say to his wife, Sis, whom I have come to know, and their 

two dear children, whom I have not come to know well—I 

hope God will sustain them and strengthen them as they con- 

front this awesome tragedy. 
We welcome our new colleague, Jim Broyhill, to the U.S. 

Senate. He is a sensitive and thoughtful man. I have come to 

know him and work with him on nuclear issues in conference 

committees. I am certain it goes unsaid that this is not the 
manner in which he wished to come here, but it is in the 

manner as directed by law under the appointment powers of 
their able Governor, Jim Martin. 

So we greet him warmly as we grieve for our own fallen col- 

league. Senator East leaves a physical vacancy in this Chamber 

and a greater vacancy in our hearts and minds as we ponder 

and grapple with how better we might have responded to him 

or heard his quiet pleas of pain and anguish which were very 

real and indeed were there. 

So we ask God to relieve us all, in our minds and hearts, as 

to why?—a word, interestingly enough, that does not appear in 

the Bible. That, I think, is very fortunate, because we cannot 

continue to wonder “Why?” Our faith and certainly the faith 

of his wife, Sis, and their two daughters and their love for each 

other will help us all to assuage the pain of his loss. He shall 

be deeply missed in so many ways by so many of us. 
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Mr. CRANSTON. Mr. President, those of us on the Demo- 

cratic side of the aisle did not very often vote with JOHN East; 

we did not very often agree with him on issues. We knew him 

as a man of great intelligence and high integrity. He was 

always pleasant, always smiling, and never complaining about 

the pain and the anguish and the suffering that was his lot. He 

was a fine Member of this body, a fine member of the family, 

and we all miss him very deeply. 

We express our regrets to his wife and his daughters and 

other members of that family. 

We are also in a mood of welcoming to this Chamber Sena- 

tor Jim Broyhill, who comes to replace Senator JoHN East. We 

look forward to working with Senator Broyhill on the great 

issues that confront us all in this body and in the United States 

and in the world. 

Mr. PRESSLER. Mr. President, it is with profound sadness 

that I take this opportunity to express my condolences upon 

the death of our friend and colleague, Senator JOHN East. 

The death of Senator East removes an extraordinary Ameri- 

can from our ranks. Author, philosopher, teacher, scholar, 

leader, and patriot, JoHN helped us all to better understand 

the principles and values upon which our way of life is based. 

In Congress, Senator East handled the responsibilities of 

his office with unwavering dedication, honesty, and hard work. 

He supported calls for a restoration of traditional family 

values, frequently citing philosophers such as Plato, St. 

Thomas Aquinas, and Edmund Burke. He was strongly dedi- 

cated to his home State of North Carolina and our Nation, 

fighting for his constituents and his principles. 

It has been my honor to know JouN and to be among his 

many friends and admirers. Throughout his life, JoHNn has 

served his God, country, State, and community. His life of 

public service will continue to be an inspiration to us all. JOHN 

East’s personal qualities, his sincerity, his friendliness, his dig- 

nity, and his character are the hallmarks of a remarkable 

human being. He has earned a prominent place in American 

history. I extend my deepest sympathy to his wife, Priscilla, 

and other members of his family. 

Mr. HEINZ. Mr. President, it is with sadness that I rise in 

remembrance of Senator East. JOHN was a man of strongly 

held beliefs, great integrity and personal courage. He was a 

scholar, a compassionate man, a fine Senator and a good 

friend. 
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JouN East was no stranger to adversity. As a young man he 

was stricken with polio. His response to adversity was typical 
of Joun. He dedicated himself to the pursuit of knowledge, 
and having attained it, dedicated himself for 16 years to shar- 
ing it with others. In 1980 the people of North Carolina elect- 
ed him to serve in this body and for the last 6 years he served 
North Carolinians and, indeed, all Americans steadfastly. 

I will miss JOHN. Several of our colleagues have offered con- 
dolences to his wife, Sissy and his family, and I join with them 

in expressing my sorrow and my wish that JoHN’s great accom- 
plishments will be a comfort to his wife and daughters as they 
are and will be to the multitude of people Joun’s life touched. 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, the death of Senator 
JouN East has saddened us all. JoHN’s passing was sudden and 
unexpected, and our hearts and prayers are with Priscilla and 
the East family. 
Joun East and I came to the Senate at the same time, and I 

consider myself fortunate to have enjoyed Joun’s friendship. 
His career in public service was extraordinary, and serves as a 
lesson for those who must overcome adversities. JOHN served 
in the Marine Corps until he contracted a debilitating illness 
that forced him to change paths. Undaunted, he obtained a 
law degree. He later turned his attention and enthusiasm to 
educational pursuits, after earning a doctorate degree in 1964. 

For over 15 years, JOHN taught political science at East Caro- 
lina University, and, in 1980, he was elected to the U.S. 

Senate, where he strove to put into practice what he had been 
teaching and studying for much of his career. 

Those of us in the Senate who knew Joun East will never 
underestimate his courage, his thoughtfulness or his sincerity 
in taking tough positions on a variety of issues ranging from 
our national foreign policy to concern over family values. 

I will deeply miss JoHN’s companionship, and the Senate will 
miss his wisdom. 

Mr. PROXMIRE. Mr. President, I wish to join my colleagues 
in paying tribute to our departed colleague JoHN East, the 
Senator from North Carolina. He was a remarkable man. In 
the years I have been here—and I have been here 29 years—I 
cannot recall more than two or three Senators who had been 
wheelchair-ridden, and none during their entire career, except 

Joun East. Joun East has shown great courage. I think he was 
a most articulate, intelligent, very decent, and good man. 
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Mr. MELCHER. Mr. President, I wish to express my sympa- 

thy and condolences to the family of Senator JoHN East. His 

passing from this world and his absence from this Senate 

leaves a void. . 

Joun East was a man of great integrity, and great intelli- 

gence. He will be sorely missed here. 

Mr. HELMS submitted the following resolution; which was 

considered and agreed to: 

SENATE RESOLUTION 442 

Resolved, That the Senate has heard with profound sorrow and deep regret 

the announcement of the death of the Honorable Joun P. East, a Senator 

from the State of North Carolina. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate communicate these resolutions to 

the House of Representatives and transmit an enrolled copy thereof to the 

family of the deceased. 

Resolved, That when the Senate recesses today, it recess as a further mark of 

respect to the memory of the deceased. 

Tuespay, July 22, 1986. 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Richard C. Halverson, D.D., of- 

fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 

A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving 

favor rather than silver and gold.—Proverbs 22:1. 

Gracious God, our loving Father in Heaven, this morning, 

colleagues of Senator Joun East will pay their tributes as they 

express their admiration, affection, and appreciation for a 

great servant of the people. Passing of time does not diminish 

our sense of loss, nor dim the profound gratitude we feel for 

this uncommon man of such immense wisdom and courage, 

whose life has touched so many with such significant influence. 

Thank You for Senator East and precious memories of a good 

man. 

As we remember Senator East, dear Father God, we are not 

unmindful of his loyal and faithful staff in their traumatic loss. 

Suddenly, without warning, they find themselves not only suf- 

fering the loss of a beloved mentor but unemployed as well. 

We pray for them, thanking You for those who have found 

work, and praying with loving concern for those who still 

search. Be with them, bless them, and lead them. In His name 

Whose love is unconditional, universal, and eternal. Amen. 
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usual resolve 

worked to overcome great odds. Paralyzed by polio at the age 

of 24, Joun East did not let this hinder his future. JoHN East 

Mrs. HAWKINS. Mr. President, I would like to express my 

sympathy to Mrs. East and her daughters, the family, friends, 

and to everyone who worked with and knew Senator JOHN 

East. Senator East led an extraordinary life and his accom- 

plishments stand as an example to all Americans. 

I remember when Senator East and I were on the Republi- 

can National Committee together. He was a very quiet man, 

but a man of tremendous courage and strength, a man of un- 

and courage. Senator East was a man who 

trained himself as a lawyer, political scientist, and a scholar. 

He used his talents to educate young people and to bring en- 

lightenment to hundreds of Americans. JOHN East unselfishly 

worked as a public servant to give his best to the country that 

he loved so much. Ailments such as polio and hypothyroidism 

plagued Joun East but he never complained about his disabil- 

ities. Instead of letting these hardships rule his life, he con- 

quered his physical burdens of illness and showed the world 

that the human spirit at its best can overcome even the great- 

est of obstacles. 

President Reagan called Senator East a “true patriot” and 

said that he “loved his country and was motivated by a sense 

of duty to his fellow man.” Idealism was the great motivator of 

He came to the Senate in my class. He came to contribute to 

the progress of our country. He fought for principles he be- 

lieved in. He did not back down under heavy opposition. He 

battled eloquently for his beliefs. JoHN was a gentleman and a 

scholar. He rarely resorted to flaming rhetoric but articulated 

his views and defended them even when he was subjected to 

the harshest criticism. 

Joun East was a lieutenant in the U.S. Marines when he suf- 

fered a setback by contracting polio. 

a law degree, a master’s degree, an 

ence. He was a professor at East Carolina University for many 

years and earned a reputation as a great author and educator. 

I knew many of his students. In fact the week before he died 

one of his students came to see me and asked could he be in- 

troduced again to Senator East. The young man had gone on 

to become a political reporter for a paper in Florida and said 

that Senator East had inspired him to pursue that vocation. 

In 1980 JoHn EasT was elected to serve his country in the 

U:S. Senate. He joined me in pushing for tough drug enforce- 

ment. He sponsored legislation to promote economy in Gov- 
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ernment and sought to improve our judicial system. Amon 
many other things he was also a strong advocate for free si 
terprise and strove to continue to keep our military strong 

The loss of Joun East as a friend is a terrible tragedy This 
Congress will be less due to the loss of Senator East I have 
great respect for his courage, great example, and it a 
ments. The work that JoHN East accomplished in his lifetime 
will not be undone, and his great example of human spirit 
conquering adversity cannot and will not be forgotten. ‘ 

Mr. BROYHILL. Mr. President, I will never forget the first 
time that I met JOHN East. It was in 1965. At that time he was 
a candidate for the U.S. House of Representatives in North 
Carolina’s First Congressional District. 

I was immediately impressed with JOHN’s very keen intellect 
and his ability to articulate the issues. He was a man of ve 
firm convictions and, of course, was devoted to his country . 

The Senator from Florida has already pointed out his aa 
demic achievements and the fact that he was an attorney as 
well as a Ph.D. in political science, and, of course, it wap of 
great interest to me, a student of political science, that he 
chose as his profession to be a professor of political science to 
teach young people about the political affairs of our count 
and to tell them about his deep feelings, about how he felt. He 
— paseo Lag his attitudes and in his beliefs in all the years 

I started working with JoHN back in those days as we were 
both working to advance the political causes in our State of 
North Carolina. It is interesting to note that in our State there 
have only been three Republican national committeemen from 
our State since 1928, the father of former Congressman 
Charles R. Jonas and my father, and then JoHNn East succeed 
ed my father in 1976. 

I can recall that when my father retired as Republican na- 
tional committeeman from North Carolina, his first recommen- 
dation for replacement was JOHN East. 

The last time that I had a prolonged conversation with JOHN 
was at a campaign luncheon that was sponsored in my behalf 
down in Greensboro, NC, on June 4. That was an excitin 

moment when we had our Governor, Governor Martin; eh 
tor Helms; and our President Ronald Reagan; and Senator 
East all sharing the head table. At that time JouN had not onl 
expressed his hope and desire that I be elected to the maw 
but the offered his personal testimony, without notes and freea 

[21]



the heart and in my support, and I will always be grateful for 
that. 

Mr. President, JOHN was well loved by young people and his 
former students at East Carolina University who had gone to 
class under him always remembered him affectionately wherev- 
er I met them across the State. 

He had every year young people intern in his office and I 
remember reading a letter to the editor which appeared in the 
Winston-Salem Journal a few months back. The writer of that 
letter was a gentleman from out of State whose granddaughter 
had participated in the student intern program in JoHN East’s 
Washington office. 

At the end of her experience, she had told her grandfather 
that many of the legislators, in her impression, have been 
abrupt or demanding or maybe perhaps had had little time to 
speak and devote to the intern. Her grandfather asked which 
Senator seemed to be the favorite among the students and 
after thinking a moment, she said, ‘“‘Senator East.”’ 

She continued that the North Carolina Senator always took 
time to explain the legislative process to young people and 
seemed eager to ensure that they had an enjoyable learning 
experience. 

That is the kind of man Joun East was. That is the kind of 
man that we knew and he was our friend. He will be sorely 
missed. 

Our prayers and our love and our hearts go out to his 
family, his wife Sis in this their time of sorrow. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. President, today for a few moments we 
all will share in paying tribute to Senator JoHN East. That is a 
sad mission. It is a time of remembrance of this man, a very 

special person; and his wife, Sis, a very courageous and very 
special lady, herself—strong, protective, resilient; I watched 
her with administration in their relationship together. 

I think of the Joun East who was so very excited when he 
came here to this place, full of life and full of enthusiasm. 

Bright-eyed, ready for the test, and the testing came early and 
he proved himself a very tough competitor, and very fair. 
Indeed, he “‘hit the ground running’ when he came to this 
place. And he loved it. 

His death leaves a great emptiness in all of us who came to 
know him. He had a deep commitment to public service, de- 
spite the obvious hardships he faced. He had, in essence, a 

very gentle disposition in the face of those same hardships, 
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and that was an inspiration to all of us in the Senate. He 
wanted to be here. 

And so too we are all moved by the knowledge of that long 

battle that he waged against the polio that afflicted him, long 
afflicted him, as a young adult and in later life. And we stood 

in awe of the fierce determination that enabled him to 
become, first, a respected teacher and then a U.S. Senator. 

When you sort out the life of JoHn East, you are awed by 
what he did for himself, principally, and then for his family, 

and then for his State, and then for his country. And even in 
the Senate he remained always a teacher. JOHN EAsT was a 

teacher. He taught us often in the usual and the traditional 
way of teachers; through a very well-reasoned, well-prepared 
exposition of an idea presented with clarity and always with a 
touch of good humor. 

I do not know how many saw that in him. I certainly did. A 

man of good humor. 
As he taught us in his way as a teacher, he was always very 

careful to explain how he arrived at his conclusions. Some of 
those conclusions I assure you I did not agree with, and we 
used to talk about that and argue about that—but always with 

great civility. Whether you agreed with him or not, you always 
knew that he had given a great deal of thought and effort to 
presenting his position. 

But Joun East also taught us in another and very effective 
way, and that was by example, because his integrity, his 

dogged persistence, his very presence and spirit among us, de- 
spite those physical limitations, was an example to all of us. 
And we are the better for having known him and we have 
learned much from him. 

I think of how he would come up that ramp, up to that 
chair, into the subway, all with an effort that many of us could 

not possibly recognize at all. And he did that, often smiling 
and with great good humor. 

So we learned from him how to overcome the things that 

really are real while we often dabble along in things in a legis- 

lative body that we think we are “real” and yet are often very 
ephemeral and really do not really mark much up on the great 
score card of life. 

And so we watched him. And we are now saddened and a 

bit dulled by his death, and we seek understanding of such an 
event and yet that is an understanding which will be denied to 

us—assuredly it will be denied to us. 
I spoke on the day of the swearing in of his fine successor 

Jim Broyhill about the “why’s” of the situation. And we will 
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never know “‘why’’? That will escape us, too. We will have no 

understanding of that. We will not know how he became over- 
whelmed or overcome and why that happened and why his 
spirit and courage that had carried him so far no longer served 
to do that. Why? We will not know that—never. 

But I do remember once, as he acknowledged to me the 
dual effect of the burden of polio and the disease of hypothy- 
roidism. He said, with that great spirit shining through, “You 
know, I can beat one or the other of them but put them both 
together and boy, that is tough; really tough.” And it was 
tough, obviously tough. 

I remember a particular time, about 18 months ago, when 
my dear friend Rudy Boschwitz and I were visiting with JoHN. 
He wanted to visit. He wanted to ask us some things. We were 
then ‘“‘old heads” for we had been here 2 years before he had 
come! And he wanted to talk. He was tired, he said; he was 
wondering, he said; and he was questioning, he said. 

And he said, “Do you still like it? Do you still get frustrated? 
Do your colleagues drive you crazy sometimes?” And we said, 
“Oh, assuredly so, we can tell you; you bet.”’ And we allowed 
that was all true. Indeed, it was and is, but that is part of the 
unique and marvelous experience of this place. 

And so we shared much that day—we all did—not about the 
Senate and public life and all the trappings of this experience, 
but we talked about feelings; the real feelings about triumph 
and disappointment and the good, the bad, and the ugly, and 
how you prevail in this fascinating arena, which is perceived as 
a very romantic and kind of dazzling experience, and it is that, 
but it is also a very personal place where we get to know each 
other and share our anxieties and our problems and our usual 
commentaries about questionable legislation and the power of 
staff and other things of that nature that are so real to us on a 
daily basis. 

On that special day—it was back in the President’s Room 
where Senator Boschwitz, Senator East, and I visited—we 
talked about those things, about family, the job and health, 
and healing, and so much. 

It is not good for us to dwell too darkly upon the fact of his 
death, but let us try to remember with very glad and full 
hearts the blessing of his life because he did and will always 
serve as an inspiration to us all. 
Joun East accomplished so much good in his life and now 

he has found his peace with his God. Let us rejoice, certainly, 
and be heartened in the knowledge of that truth. 
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We pray also that the remarkable lady, Sis, who was at his 
side for so many years, and his dear daughters, Kathryn and 
Martha, and all the others who loved him, and all of us, may 
be granted God’s sweeping comfort at this time of his loss— 
because we are the losers. 

God rest the soul of this dear and kindly man and let grief 
wane and God sustain. 

Mr. HEFLIN. Mr. President, I am filled with sadness as I rise 

today to pay tribute to our colleague, Senator JoHN P. East. 
His death leaves a void in this Chamber which will not be 
easily filled. A strong, respected voice is now hushed, and in 
this silence we are the less fortunate. He was also a great 
friend and I will miss him in the years to come. 

The example which Senator East left is one of courage, per- 
severance, character, and accomplishment. It was with tremen- 

dous courage that he faced life in 1955 at the age of 24 after 
the ravages of polio had savagely taken from him the use of 
his legs. It was with perseverance that he overcame his individ- 
ual handicaps and earned a law degree at the University of Illi- 
nois and a doctoral degree in political science from the Uni- 
versity of Florida. It was with character that JOHN East recog- 
nized no personal bounds and ran for the U.S. Senate to pro- 
vide his country with his valuable services and his strong, clear 

voice. And, it was with accomplishment that he performed his 
duties as a Member of this body and represented the people of 
North Carolina. 
Throughout his life, Joun East possessed a tenacious re- 

solve that enabled him to triumph. He forever embraced the 
strong moral convictions and high personal standards that dis- 
tinguished him as a gentleman of great integrity. His intellec- 
tual prowess and faculties were remarkable, and his power of 

reasoning was outstanding. In any matter or on any issue his 
counsel was wise and studied, and his participation vital. 

Above all else, Senator East labored throughout his life to 
benefit the people of this Nation. For 16 years he devoted his 
astonishing intellect to the unselfish profession of teaching as 
a political science professor at East Carolina University. Thou- 
sands of students benefited from his guidance as he taught 
them about our government and about the American way. 
When he was elected to the Senate, he brought with him this 
unselfish desire to teach. I believe that this is one reason 
behind the outstanding representation which he provided to 
his constituents. Not only did he struggle to serve them to the 
best of his ability, but he also worked to give them a better 
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understanding of the workings of government. This is one of 
the most important gifts which can be given, for it helps to 
further both democracy and freedom. An informed public 
means a stronger, more viable democracy. Such a contribution 
is, indeed, outstanding. 

At all times and in every situation JoHN East possessed a de- 
lightful, easy manner which touched everyone. He always had 
a smile on his face and a cheerful word for everyone. 

I hold a tremendous respect for our departed colleague, 
Senator Jon P. East, as a statesman and as a legislator. He 
served the people of North Carolina, and of the United States 
of America well. His life of achievement is inspiring. He will 
be missed, and he will be long remembered. I believe that we 
should go forth from here, today, holding in our minds and in 
our hearts the example which our friend and colleague, JoHN 
East, set throughout his life. Indeed, he showed the way which 
we should follow in our duty to our States and to our Nation. 

Mr. EXON. Mr. President, as we reflect upon great human 
tragedy, we stop and recognize that as human beings, we share 
great joys and great sorrows. For all of us, it is not if we will 
have great sorrows, but rather when, because we all share in 

great human losses. 
We do not stand here today as Republicans or Democrats; 

as conservatives, liberals, or moderates. We stand here today 
to reflect upon our own mortality. 
Joun East was one of us. I sat with JOHN in committee meet- 

ings. We did not always agree—very few of us always agree. 
But you never had to wonder how JoHN East stood on an 
issue. JOHN East never pussyfooted around. You knew exactly 
where he stood and we all respected that characteristic. We 
can all learn much from the depth of his convictions. 
Joun’s passing from us at such an early age seems so unfair, 

but life itself is not fair. While we cannot do away with life’s 
uncertainties, we can resolve to be kinder to each other, a little 
less selfish and more compassionate to those whose lives we 
touch. 

Mr. President, I for one will miss JoHN East very much, not 
only his dedication but his cheerful smile, his cheerful greet- 
ing; when you talked to Jon East, you knew he was a friend. 

To Joun’s wife, Sis, and his family, we offer our deepest 
condolences and prayers during these difficult times. JoHN 
East touched all of our lives. We are all better human beings 
for having been privileged to know him. 
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Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, the passing of Senator JoHN 
East represents an enormous loss to the U.S. Senate and to 
the country he loved so dearly. As one who is privileged to 
represent Virginia, a bordering State, the loss of Senator East 
is particularly sorrowful; for the bonds that tie the Common- 
wealth of Virginia and North Carolina run long and deep. 

The life of Joun East, much of which he bravely endured 
with a handicap, was a profile in modern courage. The physi- 
cal and intellectual challenges open to Members of this body 
can be extraordinarily high, and JoHN East was an extraordi- 
nary man who met each and every one of those challenges. He 
never sought sympathy or any special consideration from his 
colleagues. Instead, until a recent illness temporarily forced 
him to reduce his workload, JoHN East’s career in the Senate 

was marked by the same vigor that propels the rest of us. 
Joun East leaves behind a lifetime of accomplishments. 

After playing college football and serving in the U.S. Marines, 
Joun East went on to law school, graduate school, and a dis- 

tinguished career in teaching. It was during this time that his 
keen mind—a mind that was envied by all in this body—finely 
honed the conservative principles he believed in so passionate- 
ly. He became an articulate spokesman for conservative causes, 

and his vision and determination will be greatly missed. 
Although some of Senator East’s convictions were highly 

unpopular, nothing deterred him in his work for change. In 
doing so, his tools for change were a brilliant intellect, person- 
al integrity, and tenaciousness, and a voice that commanded 
respect by all. 

Sadly, we have lost a colleague who had not yet achieved the 
full measure of success he most certainly would have achieved 
if tragedy had not befallen him. 

My deep, heartfelt sympathies are extended to his lovely and 
beautiful wife and to his family by all of us who loved him so 
dearly. He was a fine man, a fine Senator, a great patriot, and 
a Southern gentleman in the true spirit of that tradition. 

It was my privilege to go to North Carolina during his cam- 

paign and to campaign beside him and beside his wife. I shall 
miss him greatly, as will this body. 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, JoHN East brought many 
things to this Chamber. What he really brought was his views. 
He remained loyal to his ideals; and even when his views put 

him in a very small minority, he was heard. 
Much has been said, as the Senator from Virginia has said, 

about the hurdles which JoHN overcame throughout his life. I 
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am not here to dwell on those difficulties, except to note that in overcoming those difficulties, he achieved far more than most Americans can dream to achieve. 
I think he set an example for disabled Americans. He also set an example for those who are fortunate enough to be here without a disability, because few can claim to have left the mark that Jon East left in so short a time. 
He came here with both a law degree and a doctorate in po- litical science, and he was a successful professor as well as being a successful Senator. 
He really did accomplish many things during his life. I am sure that one of the things he is most proud of was raising his two daughters, Kathryn and Martha. They, along with our good friend, Sis East, now have a new challenge. As one who has faced that challenge, I know that they will find comfort in the words of Joun’s colleagues in the Senate and know that our thoughts are with them. 
Earlier this week, Senator Helms was kind enough to share with us articles from several newspapers which memorialized Senator Joun East’s life. In looking over those articles, the image I have of Jonn East came back. It is not the same image that many people would have. It is the image of Joun East in the Senate Chamber. 
Although he was disabled, I met Joxun very often in the Senate gym, because he was dedicated to trying to maintain his vitality, and we had many conversations there. I got to know the real JOHN East, I think, in those conversations in the quiet of the Senate gym, where we were not pursuing our phi- losophy but were getting to know one another. I found him to be an intelligent and fiercely dedicated man, dedicated to the principles on which this country was founded. 
We had many disagreements, some in the gym and some here on the floor; but there is no question that North Carolina sent a brilliant public servant to the Senate when they sent us Joun Easr. We will all miss him very much. 

Mr. HATFIELD. Mr. President, the news of the death of Senator East came as a great shock to me, as I am sure it did for all my colleagues. Whenever a family member, friend, or colleague dies there is a profound sense of loss. With Senator EasT it was the loss of a friend and colleague who brought unique talents, experiences, and character to the Senate. His strong spirit, raw courage, and deep conviction added to the distinctive character of this institution. 
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Mr. President, I recall the first time I heard of JoHN East, 

was long before he ran for the Senate. As a matter of fact, it 
was before I came to the Senate. One of the members of my 
Governor’s staff in Oregon, Conrad Joyner, had been Senator 

East’s debate partner at Earlman College in Indiana. It es 
through my relationship with Conrad and the stories he relat- 
ed to me about his debating partner that I first was introduced 
to Joun East the man. When I later learned of his successful 
election to the U.S. Senate, I looked forward to meeting and 
working with this individual of whom I had heard but had 
never met. wt 

While our different committee assignments and responsibil- 
ities precluded us from working closely together during the 
Senator’s tenure in the Senate, I quickly developed a respect 
for his dedication and zeal for his work. I remember during 
my own days teaching political science at Willamette Ksagtiog 
and challenging my students to develop and cultivate a philos- 
oph overnment. 
A Ph with Senator East on occasion our mutual back- 

grounds in that teaching profession and our wonderful experi- 
ences of working with students. 

Senator pate a philosophy, one which he was deeply 
committed to. No one had to wonder where the Senator stood 
on an issue. His position was always clear and he was always 
an able advocate and’ defender of it. 

Mr. President, the death of a colleague also causes one to 

reflect on how fragile life is and the value of friends and rela- 
tionships. In modern day political life we have become so - 
Occupied with maintaining the proper external image that 
fear we lose touch with the real person behind the image. The 
death of our friend Joun East is a reminder that behind the 
images we project as Senators are people with deep nen 
Sometimes they are feelings of rejoicing and of victory an 
other times feelings of pain, frustration, and defeat. Senator 
East’s death is a testimony to the ease at which we can work 
closely with a colleague and yet not know of their struggle. 

Mr. President, my thoughts and prayers for grace and 
Strength during these difficult days go out to Mrs. East, the 
family, and the family’s friends. 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, 8 days ago, when I had the sad 
duty of formally advising the Senate of the death of my dear 
friend and colleague, Senator East, I paid my respects to a 
dear and cherished friend. I will not today repeat those re- 
marks, other than to say that no Senator ever had a finer col- 
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league than JouNn East. So many vignettes come to mind at a time like this, when one reflects upon the personal relationship that we have with our colleagues in the Senate. 
Mr. President, I have never known a man with more compas- sion than Senator East, nor have I known another statesman who was more dedicated to his country and its principles. I have been gratified that throughout the tapestry of editorial comment and statements by people who knew and admired and respected Joun East that this dedication was foremost in their minds. So it has been helpful at this difficult time that so ‘many have spoken out about the Senator. 

Mr. GOLDWATER. Mr. Presiden 
ly with Senator Joun East on the 
I got to know him a little better 
who did not have that privilege. He was, indeed, a remarkable person, because I know that his days were filled with pain and his movements were not easily accomplished. He had a bril- liant brain, a wonderful way of expressing himself, and he was a very, very fine, decent gentleman. 
What, I think, will stay in my memory about Joun, are his everlasting efforts to be kind and good and understanding. 

Ty day in everyone so we can say to him, thank you Joun, you’ve been an example for all of us. 

t, having served very close- 
Armed Services Committee, 

probably than most Senators 

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, today we are pausing to rec- ognize the life of our colleague and very good personal friend, Senator JoHn East. On June 29 of this year, we were all shocked and I believe saddened to learn of Senator East’s 

Joun East was, by any definition, a very exceptional man. From his youth, he was a person who had to overcome many obstacles and many challenges, any one of which could have defeated or impaired most people. At the age of 24, he con- tracted polio while serving his country in the military. He went on, confined to a wheelchair, to earn his law degree, master’s, and doctorate degrees in political science. He was an inspiring mentor to the students of East Carolina University. 
Senator East and I were elected together in 1980 and it did not take long to begin serving with him to learn that he had a very exceptional mind, very keen intellect. 
I really respected him because he had a commitment. He had a commitment on a lot of issues. He fought hard. He be- lieved in what he said. He brought a lot of things to the floor of the Senate, I think, that we need to have brought to the 
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floor of the Senate, that we need brought to public service, 

and that was a commitment to freedom, a commitment to per- 
sonal freedom, a commitment to economic freedom, religious 
fi : 

lade a committed servant for the people of North Caroli- 
na and I think the people of this country. He certainly will be 

missed on the floor of the Senate. Very tragic in his death, but 
I think it reminds us that we are all frail and that we are all 
human. We will certainly miss the person, the man, the friend, 
the colleague, the Senator, JoHN East, and the commitment 
that he has brought to the U.S. Senate. 

To the East family, to Sis and her daughters, we extend our 

sympathy, our compassion, our love, and our prayers. S96 rnd 
that God will give them the comfort and the strength that they 
need in this most difficult of times. 

Mr. DENTON. Without fanfare and without adequate public 
recognition, JoHN East forged a monument of es 
amid handicap and adversity. That monument of example is fi- 
nally receiving reverent acknowledgment today. 

Most men can but owe much of their lifetime’s success to 
their wives. JOHN was married to a lady of beauty rie toa ga 
strength, who was his constant companion, whom my wife an 
I came to know as “Sis.” I am grateful that she is here this 

ae former Priscilla Sherk, she met JOHN while they were 

both at Earlham College where JoHN pursued a B.A. in politi- 
cal science. While an undergraduate at Earlham College, JoHN 

played tackle on the football team and was a em of on 

debating team. JoHN then joined the U.S. Marines where he 

se lieutenant. 
onic days after being discharged from the ae 

Corps at Camp Lejeune, Joun East contracted polio. oh . 
failed to stop him from leading a remarkably fruitful life. It 
seemed to accelerate him. He earned a law degree from the 
University of Illinois, practicing law in Florida for one year. He 
then earned his master’s degree and doctorate in political sci- 
ence from the University of Florida before joining the faculty 
of East Carolina University in July 1984. 

At East Carolina University, JoHN was a very popular profes- 
sor where he taught political science with such enthusiasm that 
thousands of his students would go away with a new apprecia- 
tion of American Government and that Government’s priceless 
principles. He was a very, very popular professor. ae great 
legacy of his teaching lies in the ideals that he instilled in so 
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e platform committee and then was re- tteeman in 1980 and 1984. He twice received East Carolina’s “Excellence in Teaching Award.” He was also an excellent political author. His doctoral dissertation, “Council Manager Government: The Political 

: Philosophy Founders.” Its 

as presiding officer, Sena- 
know that he was one of 

ways be relied upon to 
€ temptation to “bash the Penta- 
he budget on the back of defense. 
hat he believed to be right, even 

gon,” of trying to balance t 
He stood and voted for w 
when it was unpopular. 
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Mr. President, I cannot relate the deep levels of pT 
which Joun blessed me with in 2a conversation, bu 

inspired and I am grateful. 
hes oer I shall miss JOHN East in the oa His ne 
leagues will miss him. His State will miss him and the a 
will miss him. I am not sure that any of those who wi 

i much at this point in time. 
“ie eee it is always sad when this body suffers wo no 
timely loss of one of its Members. This case is no es ort 
But I am confident that JoHN and his family would prefer ~ 
rather than mourning his absence, we remember him oe 
pride and friendship. That is what I shall do, and I am su 
that my colleagues on both sides of the aisle will do so. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, our normally happy "hssigh * 
Washington is marred by the knowledge that one of our a 
leagues, Jonn P. East of North Carolina, will not de Sena 
us. JoHN East was a scholar, a family man, and a de ar 
Public servant. His accomplishments seem all yaad ac a 
markable when we consider the disability he endure m 
overcame. We in the Senate are saddened by his passing, veh 
would like to extend my Kr anit and condolences to 

i iends on this painfu occasion. 
aes me years that I had the privilege of i a 
Joun East in the Senate, I knew him to be nomi nate 
generous and compassionate man, and a perm a seme : 
his ideals. Joun East demanded so much from rr ron 
day-to-day basis in his dedication and commitment p 

phen East was a model of tirelessness and pee et a 
his example, he taught us that a person who is 6 te ee 
lenged, as he was by polio, can rise to that rernerne y ae 
of personal courage and fortitude. He also taught ee oo 
Personal sacrifice for public service. Although I een es a 
him on many issues, I admired the Senator from wos , . me 
na for his forthrightness and his persistence, and roe y “a 
that I am as forceful an advocate for my ideals as he was 
his. We will miss our colleague, the Honorable Joun P. East 
of North Carolina. 

Mr. DECONCINI. Mr. President, the death of a a 
East has saddened me and left a void that will not De ed 
filled in this Chamber. Joun East was a man of great re 
and scholarship. He was a man of keen intellect wi 9 you 
€qually at ease with a discussion of philosophy, trade - of wr 
agriculture. Many were the time when Senator East an 
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at meetings of the Judiciary Committee when he would under- take an explanation of his position; these explanations, always given off the cuff and without notes, were always erudite, thor- ough, and an exquisite explication of the point of view he was 

made, but I was always in awe of Senator East for the ele- gance and precision with which he addressed an issue. 
In addition to his obvious intellectual powers, JOHN was a man of compassion and courage. We all are familiar with the health problems that plagued him. He never complained; he did his best to overcome these difficulties. His kindness and decency were never questioned. He devoted a great deal of his Senate career to championing the cause of the unborn and the pro-life movement. This was an issue of enormous controver- sy, but Senator East never waivered in his quest to do what he thought was right. 
This body will miss the voice of the philosopher Senator and I will miss him personally. I extend my deepest sympathy to his wife, Priscilla, and other members of his family. 
Mr. PACKWOOD. Mr. President, I join my colleagues at this moment to honor and remember the Honorable Joun P. East. Senator East overcame physical handicaps to become a scholar, teacher, and a respected statesman. 
After contracting polio in 1955, he went on to earn three degrees. In 1959 he received his law degree, and within the following 5 years he had earned both his master’s degree and his doctorate degree. After a long and successful teaching career Senator East began his term in the Senate. 
During our time together in the Senate, JoHn East never ceased to be a gentleman, even when we were on opposite sides of an issue. He presented a scholarly, well-organized ap- proach to his arguments. For this reason he was respected in the Senate, and we will all miss him. 
I wish to extend my sympathy to the family of Senator East, especially to his wife and two daughters; and to assure them that he will be remembered for the ma 

dedicated, and courageous. 

Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, today I wish to join my many dis- tinguished colleagues in paying tribute to Senator Joun PoRTER East, a man whose strength of conviction and inner resolve complemented this honorable body and served as an example to each of us. 
The great English statesman, Benjamin Disraeli, once wrote that life is too short to be little, and today I would like to take 
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this thought one step further and add that the majesty of a life 
is measured not by its length but by its accomplishment. In 
this regard, Senator East lived a life fulfilled. 

From the time he came to the floor of the Senate in 1981, to 
his death only 3 weeks ago, Senator East represented the 
people of North Carolina, never waivering from their best in- 

terests and common well-being, and he proudly carried the 
philosophy and banner of his political party. 

His education and professional background as a professor, 
attorney, and writer, prepared him well for the service he ren- 
dered in this Chamber. His optimism and friendly disposition 
marked his personality and made him a pleasure to work with. 

At this time, as we pay tribute to Senator East, I would like 
to express my appreciation for the opportunity I’ve had to 
work with him, and I would like to express my condolence and 
support for his fine family who supported him as he supported 
us. 

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I rise at this ume to join 

my Senate colleagues in memory of our distinguished friend 
and colleague from North Carolina, JoHN PorTER East. ae 
my brief time as a Member of this body, I had not — the 
Opportunity to work with Senator East, but also the p pret 
of knowing and learning from one of the most dedicated men 
I have encountered in my life. , 

As a member of the Senate Judiciary Committee, I worked 
closely with Senator East, and there discovered a depth of 
commitment which made me proud to be a Member of this 
body. Certainly, as many of my colleagues have remarked, Sen- 
ator East demonstrated a combination of strength, dedication, 
Partiotism, and intellect that is matched by few and admired by 
many. Despite his health, he maintained an unflinching com- 
mitment to his fellow human beings. An extremely. hard 
worker, he placed his own well being below service to his job, 
his constituents, and his country. His genuine care for the 
unborn child, his concern over the security of our Nation, and 
his devotion to education should serve as examples to us all. 

Whether on the floor of the Senate, in committee, or in the 

classroom, Senator EAST presented a model of character and a 
source of inspiration for us all. There is no doubt that we will 
miss the tireless efforts of our colleague, but even more, we 
will mourn the absence of his company and the loss of a trust- 
ed fri ; ; 

caabiniiens it is sad that people often fail to see the 
worth of life until confronted with death. Yet at this time I 
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think it is appropriate that we take a moment to reflect on our 
Nation’s quality of life, its sense of democracy, and its founda- 

tions of freedom. For it is to each of these that Senator East 
offered the very most of his capabilities—often through peri- 
ods that others would lack the strength and dedication to 
endure. 

Because JOHN PorTER East gave his all for his colleagues, 
his constituents, and indeed every citizen of our United States, 
we will all be diminished by his passing away. However, in the 
light of his example and the memory of his work in this body, 
we can and should continue to advance the principles for 
which he so honorably stood. 

Mr. President, I close by expressing my deep regrets and re- 
morse over the loss of a friend and colleague, and by extend- 
ing my heartfelt condolences to his family. 

Mr. D’AMATO. Mr. President, it is no easy task to accept 
the death of a close friend. In the case of JoHN East, it was 
tragically unexpected. Our sadness is deep. He was an inspira- 
tion to us all. 

Following a bout with polio, after having played college 
football and serving in the Marines, JoHN East learned that he 
would never walk again. Facing a tragedy that would have 
broken most men, JoHN East climbed into a wheelchair and 

pressed on with his life. He earned both a doctor of laws 
degree from the University of Illinois and a doctor of philoso- 

phy in political science from the University of Florida. He 
bravely began a career educating America’s youth in political 
science and in the conservative principles which he so deeply 
believed. This comeback from adversity culminated in his elec- 
tion to the Senate, where for 5 years he put his words into 
action. 
Joun East and I arrived in the Senate at the same time, and 

I feel privileged to have known him and to have shared his 
vision for America. He supported prudent measures to restore 
this Nation’s economic health, and to restore this Nation’s de- 

fense capacity. He worked also for the Nation to regain a sense 
of purpose, an overall concept of itself. JoHN East loved 
America and he loved his community. He served both with 
great distinction. 

History will record the official legislative action of Senator 
East, and the Congressional Record will transcribe his words. 
But we, his colleagues, became intimately familiar with a man 
whose presence in the Senate had an enormous effect upon us 
all. It would have been impossible to measure JOHN’s patience. 
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It would have been equally impossible to gauge his determina- 

tion, the strength to maintain a purpose in spite of difficulty or 

obstacles. 
We miss JOHN very much. The Senate will miss his wisdom. 

America will miss his example. 

Mr. MATTINGLY. Mr. President, I doubt if any of the 

Members of the Senate have yet been able to fully absorb the 

shock of the death of our colleague, Senator JOHN East. 

Joun and I came to the Senate together as members of the 

class of 1980 but my friendship with him predated our service 

in this body. We had first become acquainted as a result of our 

Republican Party activities in North Carolina and Georgia. We 

shared a distrust of big government and a faith in the virtue of 

individual responsibility and initiative. 

Joun East was a man of impressive intellect, graduating Phi 

Beta Kappa from college and later earning a law degree as 

well as a master’s degree and doctorate in political science. 

His physical courage, though, was as great as his intellectual 

gifts. JoHN always comported himself with dignity, rarely using 

his time or yours to dwell on the difficulties imposed by his 

physical condition. 
Joun East was first and foremost a teacher. In fact, he had 

wanted to return to academe upon completion of his term in 

the Senate. Those that learned from him in the classroom, 

however, were not the only ones to benefit from his teaching. 

He challenged us to think and to question. He challenged each 

of us to formulate our positions based on sound judgment and 

to stand by our convictions. He was a friend and will be 

missed. 

My wife, Carolyn, and I extend to Jonn’s wife, Sis, to his 

children and to all members of his family our truly sorrowful 

condolences. We thank them for his service to the U.S. Senate, 

to the people of his State, and to our Nation. 

Mr. STAFFORD. Mr. President, I rise to pay my respect to 

the late U.S. Senator Joun P. East of North Carolina—a col- 

league, a fellow Republican, but most of all in this Senator’s 

mind, a human being who showed the way in courage and te- 
nacity. 

We who served with Senator East here in the Senate are not 

likely to forget quickly the determination he exhibited to over- 

come grave physical disabilities, and the success that he dem- 

onstrated in accomplishing this. My closest association with 

Joun East came not here on the Senate floor or in committee 
rooms, but in witnessing him in the Senate gymnasium where 
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each of us attempted in an almost daily ritual “to stay in 
shape.” 
Joun East never gave up. It was a learning experience for 

this Senator to witness his determination and plain “grit.” I 
often wondered how many others of us would face the world 
each day and go about our jobs so forcefully if we too had to 
work so hard just to exercise our bodies. 

Each of us, I suppose, hopes to leave some marks by our 
service here in the Senate. JoHN East, at least as far as this 
Senator is concerned, left such a mark—a constant reminder 

_ hot to feel sorry for oneself, a constant reminder that courage 
is exemplified in many different ways. And very often it is ex- 
emplified best by those who outwardly, at least, would seem to 
have the greatest reason to feel sorry for themselves. 
Joun East was a courageous human being. 

Mr. SYMMS. Mr. President, our late colleague and my close 
friend Senator Joun P. East, was a great American and a great 
Senator. He always held a firm vision of a morally great and 
powerful America. 

After his election in 1980, Joun East came to this body full 
of intellectual and moral vigor. He was always able to partici- 
pate tellingly in our Senate debates on any subject, at any 
time. He was one of our finest, most articulate, and most per- 
suasive speakers. I remember the times that JoHN’s presence 
and voice on the floor made a difference on the outcome, es- 
pecially on defense and foreign policy issues, which he was 
most interested in. 

As chairman of the Judiciary Committee’s Separation of 
Powers Subcommittee, JoHN held several important meetings. 
I remember well his hearings in July 1982 on Senate Joint Res- 
olution 212, an effort to legislate compliance with the unrati- 
fied SALT II Treaty. I participated in this hearing. It estab- 
lished the important facts, which the Reagan administration 
supported then and still supports, that it is an unconstitutional 
exercise of power for Congress to try to legislate U.S. compli- 
ance with an unratified SALT II Treaty. This hearing was one 
of Joun East’s most important contributions to our delibera- 
tions on arms control. 

I regret that we will no longer have the benefit of Senator 
East’s wisdom, learning, articulate persuasion, and congenial 
presence in our Chamber. JoHN was a great Senator, a great 
patriot, a great marine, a great American, a great teacher, and 
a great personal friend. I salute him and all the noble ideas he 
stood for and exemplified in his life. 

[38] 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I wish to join my colleagues 
in paying tribute to Senator JoHN East, both for the contribu- 
tion which he made to this country and for his courage and 
decency in the work he did here in the Senate. 

I had the privilege of serving with Senator East on the 
Armed Services Committee for the last 3% years and during 
that time I had many occasions to admire his strong commit- 
ment to his own political views. JOHN was not one to let his 
physical handicap interfere with his forceful advocacy of what 
he considered to be right. In all my dealings with him, I found 
him to be a credit to the Senate and a person considerate of 
the welfare of those he dealt with. 

Mr. President, JOHN East will be missed here in the Senate 
and I’m sure none of us will quickly forget the courage and 
conviction with which he approached his duties in this body. 

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, the death of JoHn East 
has saddened each of us and left a great personal and profes- 
sional void in the U.S. Senate. During the 6 years he served in 
this body, we grew to respect and admire him. To his lovely 
wife, Sis, and daughters, Martha and Kathryn, Nancy and I 

extend our deepest sympathy. 
A native of Springfield, IL, Senator East graduated from 

Earlham College in Richmond, IN, and received his law degree 

at the University of Illinois. He went on to receive his doctor- 
ate in political science from the University of Florida. 

He was an educator and scholar, a man of extraordinary in- 
tellect and imagination, who chose for most of his professional 

life to impact America by teaching and touching the minds of 
his students. Throughout his career, he was a voice for the 
restoration of family values and traditional ideals, which are 

the foundation which has made America great. 
It was his conviction to such high ideals that motivated him 

to seek the U.S. Senate seat for North Carolina in 1980. He 
came to the Nation’s Capital with a fresh dedication to public 
service and a confidence in the basic goodness and integrity of 
our citizens and America’s great heritage. Throughout all the 
time I have known him, he never wavered from his commit- 

ment to the basic values he believed formed the heart of this 
Nation. 

In the Senate, he was an able legislator; a courageous and 

dedicated public servant; and a true patriot. To those who 

knew him, he was a devoted husband and father and a person 
of absolute integrity and principle. His life was a shining ex- 
ample of the qualities which have made America great: love of 
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God and country, and devotion to family. His death is a great 
personal loss to all of us, and especially to me, because JOHN 
EasT was more than an outstanding Senator—he was my de- 

voted and valued friend. 
Although polio confined him to a wheelchair in his early 

twenties, Senator East refused to let his physical limitations 
keep him from his call to duty, his responsibilities, or his pur- 

suit of excellence. I often admired his tenacity and courage in 
overcoming hardship and handicap. He was truly an inspira- 
tion to all of us and especially to the thousands of American 
who have disabilities. 

As chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, I had the 
opportunity to work very closely with Senator JOHN East. The 
entire Judiciary Committee benefited from his outstanding 
knowledge of jurisprudence and his many tireless contribu- 

tions. 
As chairman of the Subcommittee on Courts, he gave his 

support to legislation to streamline the judicial system and 
ensure its efficacy in providing justice for all. Out of a sense of 
fairness, he allowed some measures he personally did not sup- 

port to pass out of his subcommittee to receive full committee 

consideration. 
Many will remember Joun East for the social issues around 

which he rallied. He advocated voluntary prayer in the public 

schools and believed that life begins at conception. He op- 
posed the jurisdiction of the Federal courts in areas such as 

school busing and abortion. 
Those of us in the Senate, regardless of our political views, 

will always remember JOHN EastT as a quite man who measured 
the worth of every word before he spoke, a brilliant legislator 

who was both thoughtful and compassionate, and a dedicated 

American who loved his country and was willing to pay the 
price of freedom. 

[From the Charlotte (NC) Observer, June 30, 1986] 

SENATOR JOHN East 

Senator East was a serious senator but not a flamboyant one. His politics— 

like those of his political mentor, Senator Jesse Helms—were of the far right. 

He worked, for the most part, outside the spotlight and bolstered his argu- 

ments with quotations from Plato and St. Thomas Aquinas. 

To know Senator East was to admire his dedication and courage. He was 

undeterred by his physical disabilities. He developed a solid academic career 

and, spurred by his passion for public issues, undertook the grueling life of a 
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politican. His Senate colleagues noted that quiet determination in the last 
months of his life. 

za 

[From the Washington (DC) Times, June 30, 1986] 

SENATE CONSERVATIVES LOSE A LEADER AS JOHN East Digs 

Mr. East led the fight to return prayer to public schools. He also conducted 
hearings on an anti-abortion bill that would declare a fetus a human being at 
the moment of conception, a move widely regarded in an anti-abortion circles 
as a political turning point in the abortion debate. 

Although he filibustered against extending the Voting Rights Act in 1982, 
Mr. East generally adopted a low profile, concentrating his efforts on the res- 
toration of traditional family values. 

Last week, Mr. East voted to confirm conservative lawyer Daniel Manion to 

a federal judgeship—a nomination with somewhat dimmer prospects without 
Mr. East’s vote. 

Mr. East himself was under consideration for one of two vacancies on the 

U.S. Court of Appeals in the District of Columbia, according to knowledgeable 
sources. 

In 1981, Mr. East was named chairman of the Senate Judiciary subcommit- 
tee on separation of powers. He most recently served as chairman of the 
panel’s courts subcommittee. He also served on the Senate Armed Services 

Committee. 

Mr. Reagan, in a statement from his California ranch, said Mr. East was a 
“true patriot’”’ who was “never flamboyant or interested in personal acclaim.” 

“He was a quiet and effective legislator, who never wavered in his belief in 
principle and in his determination to keep our country strong,” Mr. Reagan 

said. “He cared about the people of North Carolina in a special way and was 

immensely proud of being choosen to represent them in Washington. Even in 

the face of adversity, JoHN East put his duty and his constituents ahead of his 

personal comfort, earning him the respect of his colleagues on both sides of 

the aisle.” 

His political mentor, Mr. Helms, “‘is in a state of shock,” said the senators’ 

wife Dorothy. 

In a statement, Mr. Helms said the loss of Mr. East was “a tragedy of mon- 

umental proportions. The Senate has lost a brilliant and effective voice for 
freedom, and those of us who were privileged to know him and serve with him 

have lost a dear friend and a constant source of inspiration.” 

“JOHN was a unique man who combined the temperament and balance of a 

scholar with the commitment and dedication of a political activist,” said con- 

servative leader Paul Weyrich, president of the Free Congress Research and 
Education Foundation. 

Added Dan Casey, executive director of the American Conservative Union: 

“America has lost a great conservative, a great senator and a great American 

and I know that all of us in the conservative movement take this very hard.” 

Mr. Broyhill said Mr. East was ‘‘a patriot and a leader for North Carolina 
and our country—a man of keen intellect and courageous stature.” 
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[From the Washington (DC) Post, June 30, 1986] 

CONSERVATIVE SENATOR JOHN East DIES 

Senator East, a political protege of North Carolina’s arch conservative Re- 

publican senator, Jesse Helms, was a former political science professor at East 

Carolina University. He never had held elective office before winning his 

Senate seat in 1980 with the help of Helms’ political organization. 

In Congress, he fought extension of the Voting Rights Act, opposed amnes- 

ty for illegal aliens already living in the United States and introduced legisla- 

tion aimed at forcing federal courts to rescind busing orders for purposes of 

school desegregation. 

He served on the Senate Judiciary Committee and on its subcommittee on 

security and terrorism and chaired its subcommittee on courts. He also was a 

member of the Armed Services Committee. 

A former marine who was stricken with infantile paralysis in 1955 while on 

active duty, Senator EasT was confined to a wheelchair for most of his adult 

life, although on occasion he was able to walk with the aid of leg braces. 

He announced Sept. 17 he would retire rather than seek a second term in 

1986 for reasons of health. In addition to polio, he had hypothyroidism, which 

forced him into the hospital in early 1985. He also was hospitalized for treat- 

ment of a low white blood cell count and a urinary track blockage, and missed 

much of the Senate’s work last year. 

He was born in Springfield, Ill., earned a bachelor’s degree at Earlham Col- 

lege, a law degree at the University of Illinois, and a doctorate in political sci- 

ence at the University of Florida. For 15 years he had been on the faculty at 

East Carolina University in Greenville before he ran for the Senate, and his 

scholarly background was often reflected in his public statements. 

Senator East was fond of quoting the likes of Plato, Thomas Aquinas and 

Edmund Burke in support of his argument that a restoration of “family 

values” was essential if western civilization was to be rescued from what he 

considered the evils of secular humanism. 

He ran unsuccessfully for the House of Representatives in 1966 and unsuc- 

cessfully for North Carolina’s secretary of state in 1968. In 1968 and 1976, he 

was a delegate to the Republican National Convention and a Republican na- 

tional committeeman. 

In 1980, Senator East defeated North Carolina’s incumbent Democratic 

Senator Robert Morgan with the help of a television advertisement campaign 

that accused Morgan of voting to give away the Panama Canal, supporting aid 

to leftists in Nicaragua, voting to bail out New York City with federal loans 

and helping to kill the B-1 bomber. 

= 

[From the Los Angeles (CA) Times, Feb. 28, 1986] 

Joun East, SENATE’S ONE-MAN BRAIN TRUST 

WaAsHINGTON.—The single most amazing thing about JoHN East, freshman 

senator from North Carolina, is not that he is the first person to arrive in Con- 

gress confined to a wheelchair. 

Nor is it the fact that he never held public office before, or that he chaired a 

subcommittee that concluded, by a 3-2 vote, that life begins at conception, 

thereby defining a fetus as a person. 

What distinguishes him is his brainpower. 
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Senators, both foe and friend, are beginning to describe the former college 

professor as the brightest in that puffed-up body. 

Often hurling his intellect like a medicine ball in the gut, knocking oppo- 

nents senseless, East has earned the unofficial title of philosopher of the so- 

called New Right, a spokesman increasingly called upon for the conservative 

point of view against abortion, the equal rights amendment, busing and the 

Voting Rights Extension Act. 

Soon the Human Life Bill, which probably would outlaw all state-funded 

abortions except to save the life of the mother, will be brought up before the 

Senate again, either in the full Judiciary Committee or on the Senate floor. 

Then East, who barely mentioned abortion during his campaign, will be 

thrust in the public eye again, playing first lieutenant (with North Carolina ally 

Jesse Helms as four-star general) in the battle to undo the 1973 Supreme 

Court decision, Roe vs. Wade, which legalized abortion on demand in the first 

three months and allowed the states to legalize abortion after three months in 

ways that are reasonably related to maternal health. 

(In California, a little more than half the abortions performed, about 99,500 

a year, are performed by the state through Medi-Cal. The estimated abortion 

budget for Medi-Cal this fiscal year is $36 million for an expected 100,000 

abortions, according to a Medi-Cal spokeswoman.) 

During a series of interviews with The Times. East spun his professorial ar- 

gument against abortion around the question of viability. 

Many pro-choice advocates express the opinion that abortion is not the 

taking of a human life because a fetus is not viable, not able to survive on its 

own, not a separate, distinguishable entity. In short, not a person. 

In subcommittee hearings and in private, East argues in a methodical, calm, 

unending monologue, a style perfected long ago as a national collegiate debat- 

ing champion. 

But this time, his placid delivery started to perk, offering a glimpse of the 

man obscured under a veil of verbiage. 

“When I was in the Marine Corps and contracted polio, I don’t know that I 

would say I was viable,” says East, who was stricken in 1955, one year before 

the Salk vaccine became available. 

“It’s a little presumptuous, downright egotistical, to say ‘I am viable, I go it 

alone.’ The devil you do! You think you do, but you’re very dependent on 

other people in this life and you are from the time of being an unborn child 

until you die. 

“Yet, the concept that the whole Roe vs. Wade mentality turns on is, quote, 

viability . . . . young man! . . . Marine Corps! . . . macho! . . . the whole thing 

. . . you're at the peak of your physical capacity, struck down like that (he 

snapped his fingers), totally dependent on little nurses coming in that weigh 

half as much or a third as much as you do. All of a sudden, you’re no longer 

viable. Now, if viability is the test of livability, of the right to live, should I 

have been just left to die?” 

East, 50, usually is a man of little expression. Occasionally he will smile, or 

his left eye will flutter. He is immaculately dressed, and not an ounce over- 

weight. He lifts his reed-thin legs on a footrest for long conversations. 

He rarely talks about his disability; so seldom, in fact, that Reese Robrahan, 

executive director of the American Coalition of Citizens with Disabilities, la- 

ments, “In no way has he been supportive of the interests and the issues of 

disabled people. His political philosophy is so conservative I guess it’s too 

much to hope he would support civil rights for the handicapped.” 

East had brought himself into the abortion argument on the point of his 

disability before, wondering aloud during a subcommittee hearing on the 
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Human Life Bill if, his mother would have aborted him if she had known he 
would be disabled by polio. But that was a calm, perhaps calculated offering 
from East. The trademark of Joun East is that all questions lead inevitably to 
theory—to loopholes and the Constitution and court decisions and even the 
writings of Plato. 

East has a whole team of philosophers he admires. Plato (“as fundamental 
as you can get’’), Cicero (“the great figure in Roman political thought”), St. 
Augustine (“the biblical conception of man and the political implications of 
it”), St. Thomas Aquinas (“critical in trying to reconcile the biblical view plus 
the classical”), and Edmund Burke (“the best of modern conservative 
thought”). And there are others he devours for understanding of all points of 
view, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, John Locke, Jeremy Bentham, Karl Marz. 

Occasionally, one feels he has brought all of them to the Senate with him. 
Through East, Plato will give America his opinion about abortion, Cicero his 
views on busing, St Augustine on tobacco subsidies. 

With the self-bestowed carte blanche to rally long-dead philosophers to his 
side, East can be intimidating if somewhat esoteric. It’s often not a fair game. 
He’s sent too many players on the field. He knows that few senators or wit- 
nesses at hearings care to match wits with him. 

One has to dig for hours, ask the same questions again and again, before 
uncovering the personal side of JoHN East. 

Along the way, one discovers that East is not as extreme a character as he 
appears. On the contrary, he is a man of apparent paradox, with many shades 
of gray. 

var — aed 

Mr. ABDNOR. Mr. President, all of us in the Senate are 

lessened by the loss of our friend and colleague, JoHN East. 
While illness deprived him of the use of his legs and more 

recently of his physical strength, JoHN East was, in all other 
respects, one of the strongest people I have ever known. 
JouN East was strong in determination. 
JouN East was strong in intellect and intellectual honestly. 
JOHN East was strong in convictions—social and political. 
Joun East was strong in personal integrity. 
Joun East was strong in personal charm. 
JOHN East was strong in personal discipline. 
Joun East was strong in personal commitment. 
JouN East was strong in scholarship. 
JOHN East was strong in articulating his philosophy. 
JouN East was, above all, a person of tremendous courage. 
While you might not always agree with JOHN, you. could not 

help but admire the tenacity he brought to bear in overcoming 
his physical handicaps and advocating his conservative philoso- 
phy. He was rarely angry and he was rarely deterred by criti- 
cism. When he was angry it was mainly with himself and the 
fact that recently his physical strength deterred him from 
being the kind of Senator he wanted to be. 
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Compromise with adversity or philosophy was not part of 
his nature. Yet, throughout all he was a gentle gentleman, 
seeking to convince through intellectual persuasion and 
thoughtful response to challenges to views. 
When I was growing up in South Dakota my Lebanese-immi- 

grant parents constantly reminded me: ‘“‘This is a wonderful 
country. We must work to keep it that way.” 

That, too, was JOHN East’s philosophy. He believed in the 
goodness of America and that its goodness was founded in the 
efforts of the individual—that one man could make a differ- 
ence. 
Joun East gave it all he had—and he did make a difference. 
We have lost a great statesman—a valued colleague—a good 

friend. 
May he rest in peace. 

Mr. STENNIS. Mr. President, JoHN East of North Carolina 
contributed much during his service in the Senate, not only 
through the work he did here, but through his character and 
courage which was demonstrated in so many ways. I remember 
him for his commitment to doing his work, regardless of the 
personal difficulty and added burdens he had to carry. His 
honor and integrity was always evident as he went about his 
duties with true dignity. 

I believe I am correct in saying that I have served with more 
Senators than any other current Member of the Senate. I am 
told that the number now totals 388. Each of these individuals 
has contributed to this body in unique ways, and each one has 
encouraged and challenged me in special ways. Senator East 
truly served as a source of encouragement for me personally 
as he demonstrated strength and courage in the face of adver- 
sity.It_weuld have been easy, I know, for him to develop a 
rather resentful attitude. But he always presented the positive 
to those of us who served with him. Through his example, I 
believe he brought out the best in those around him. He 
showed us all that personal hardships need not control, but 

that we too can persevere if we hold fast to our will and deter- 
mination. 

The people of North Carolina were well served by this quiet, 
scholarly man who always put their interests above his own. 
Though his service here was relatively brief, his influence will 
be lasting. Through his tragic death, we realize more fully how 
difficult life was for him, giving even deeper meaning and sig- 
nificance to the personal sacrifices he made in accomplishing 
all that he did here. 
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I join with my colleagues in feelings of gratitude for having 
known and served with Joun East, and pay tribute to his 
memory which will always include recognition of his contribu- 
tions to the Senate, to each of us individually, and to this 
country which he loved and served. 

Mr. BOSCHWITZ. Mr. President, I rise to join scores of my 
colleagues who have spoken in remembrance of Joun East. 
JOHN really is a loss to the Senate, and I rise to express that 
loss as a person, and as a Senator, for myself, and I believe, 
for the entirety of the Senate. 

I also express my compassion and condolences to Sis, his 
wife, who has been such a valued member of our Senate com- 
munity. 

I did not serve on any committees with Senator East, Mr. 
President, but I often ran into him because our offices were so 
near to one another on the fifth floor of the Hart Building. So 
we would often go to and from the votes and we would have a 
chance to discuss matters in that way. Often at the termination 
of a vote I would go with him to his office or we would speak 
in the halls of the Hart Building and talk about the issues of 
the day. 
Some time ago when JouN seemed to be down, my friend, 

Alan Simpson and I decided we would have a nice, long chat 
with him and see what JoHN was about and see why he was not 
feeling so well. In the ‘President’s room here we spoke for 
about an hour and a half. We spoke about life in the Senate 
and, despite what it may appear sometimes in the press, it is 
not an easy life, not an easy life for the families, not an easy 
life for the individuals. On the other hand, it is a rich and re- 
warding life and, if one wants to have an impact on his time, it 
is certainly a life that can afford that. 

We talked with Joun about the special problems that he had 
because of his disabilities in this rather rushed and hectic life 
that we lead here in the Senate. 
We stayed and we talked at some length, as I mentioned, 

and JOHN, indeed, was somewhat depressed and was not sure 
whether or not he wanted to continue to serve in the Senate, 
whether or not he would run again for office, and we tried to 
give him such encouragement as we could so that he would 
get more joy out of his service here than at least at that 
moment he seemed to be getting. 

At other times, as I spoke with him in the halls and again on 
the way to and from the votes and again after the vote in the 
hall of the Hart Building, I thought that he had indeed recov- 
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ered his enthusiasm. He was once again making a valuable and 

an expansive and extensive commitment and contribution to 
the U.S. Senate. - 

He is a great loss, Mr. President. In our Jewish tradition, we 

feel that a person’s life is eternal if it has an impact on others 
and if it changes the lives of other people, that a person lives 

eternally through his children and through those with whom 

he has contacts during his life span or her life span. JOHN East 

had an impact on hundreds, perhaps thousands, of students in 
his years as a teacher. He had an impact on other Senators, on 

staff, on constituents while he was here. So certainly within the 

framework of that tradition, he will indeed live eternally and 

his service here to the Senate will be well remembered, well 

respected and he will be missed. 

I yield the floor. 

Mr. LAXALT. Mr. President, I rise today with a deep sense 

of sorrow over the tragic loss of our friend and colleague, 

JOHN East. 

During the past 5% years, I had the pleasure of knowing 

and working with JoHN in the Senate and, more particularly, 

on the Judiciary Committee. ; 

JouN went about his work in a quiet way and with a sense of 

commitment and devotion that truly set him apart. He was ex- 

ceedingly bright and succeeded in accommodating the necessi- 

ties of practical senatorial politics while strictly adhering to his 

firm-held philosophic beliefs. ery 

Joun’s background in political science provided this institu- 

tion with a valuable asset. Indeed, he was unmatched in terms 

of his ability to understand and interpret political theories and 

philosophies. In addition, JoHN probably possessed the best 

working knowledge of American constitutional law in the 

Senate. ; 

A testament to JoHN’s exceptional intellect will be the soon- 

to-be-released book he coauthored on leading conservative po- 

litical thinkers in the country. I know my colleagues in the 

Senate would agree that JoHN East belongs among the out- 

standing people referred to in his book. 

Aside from Joun’s professional qualities, his personal traits 

were just as impressive. He was a trusted and respected friend. 

He shunned publicity, preferring the less glamourous route of 

enacting and supporting legislation he felt was in the best in- 

terests of this country. 

I was fortunate to have the privilege of working with Joun 

on the Subcommittee on Courts. His knowledge of the judici- 
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ary was extensive and deep. We relied heavily on JoHN’s 
wealth of knowledge in matters pertaining to the courts. I 
watched with admiration as his subcommittee addressed the 
question of establishing an intercircuit tribunal. Although JouNn 
was opposed to the establishment of a new court, he made 
sure that all sides were heard from. 
Joun’s remarkably successful career in both academics and 

politics is even more impressive when considering the tremen- 
dous obstacles he had to overcome. Stricken by polio at a 
young age, JOHN nevertheless pursued his goals with determi- 
nation and courage. The acclaim he won as a professor at East 
Carolina University was such that his fellow conservatives felt 
he should run for the U.S. Senate in 1980. His election was a 
tribute to his intellectual and political strength and was a key 
to the conservative revolution that swept the country in that 
year. 

None of us will ever know the true depth of Joun’s pain in 
the recent years. All we can do is appreciate his many accom- 
plishments under the most trying circumstances. And we can 
be thankful for knowing Joun East and for being able to call 
him a friend. 

Our prayers are with Priscilla and the rest of the East family 
in this time of sorrow. We've lost a great man, but our Nation 
is certainly better for his work. 

Mrs. KASSEBAUM. Mr. President, today I join with other 
Members of the Senate in mourning the loss of our friend and 
colleague, Senator Joun East. All of us were saddened by the 
news of his death. We will miss the thoughtful determination 
and grace he demonstrated in this Chamber. 
Joun East was a man who knew his own mind and who was 

deeply committed to the principles he held dear. Whether one 
agreed or disagreed with his conclusions, he commanded re- 
spect as a courteous, thoughtful, and articulate spokesman for 
conservative values. His example helped force each of us to 
think more carefully and to speak more clearly on a wide 
range of issues. That was one of JOHN East’s unseen contribu- 
tions to the work of the Senate. 

Mr. WALLOP. Mr. President, JoHN East was my friend and 
I shall miss him sorely. JoHN was a philosopher. He loved to 
quote from Plato, St. Thomas Aquinas, and Edmund Burke. 
Now in his passing, the words of Burke come to mind that de- 
scribe the courage and resolve of JoHN East as Burke once 
said: 
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The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do 

nothing. 

That challenge against apathy was what JOHN East stood for. 
Faced with the personal affliction that restricted him to a 
wheelchair, it would have been easy for JoHN to do nothing. 
But apathy wasn’t a part of JOHN East’s soul. He just didn’t 
have it in him to sit back and do nothing. 

Even when he lost his first congressional race to Walter 
Jones in 1966 and 2 years later lost to Thad Eure for North 
Carolina’s secretary of state, JOHN didn’t stop trying. In 1976, 
Joun became a delegate to the Republican Convention and 4 
years later he defeated Robert Morgan to become a U.S. Sena- 
tor. 

Joun East was also a scholar. He graduated phi beta kappa 
from Earlham College in 1953. He earned a law degree from 

the University of Illinois in 1959. JoHNn then went on to receive 

a master degree and a Ph.D. from the University of Florida in 

1964. This dedicated work as student led to a dedicated career 

as a professor of political science at East Carolina University in 

Greenville, NC. 

While in the Senate, JOHN served on the Armed Services 

Committee which also put him on the subcommittees: Man- 

power and Personnel; Military Construction; and Prepared- 

ness. JOHN also served on the Judiciary Committee and was 

chairman of the Subcommittee on Courts. He also served on 

the Subcommittee on Security and Terrorism. 
As a member of Armed Services, JOHN fought diligently to 

deploy the MX missile and to block a nuclear freeze. On Judi- 

ciary, JOHN labored to allow school prayers and limit abor- 

tions. 
JouN was always prepared to stand up for the things he be- 

lieved, conforming his actions and thoughts to his conscience 
rather than to what often could have been the more popular 
and easier road. I remember in the lameduck session during 
December 1982 that JoHN stood fast and filibustered the Sen- 
ate’s effort to raise the Federal gasoline tax by a nickel a 
gallon. It was approaching Christmas and everyone was tired 
and wanting to go home for the holidays. 

Alone, but resolute, JoHN faced an angry Senate. When Sen- 
ator Hayakawa suggested that Jonn’s filibuster was contrary to 
the Democratic process, JOHN retorted: 

With all due respect to my distinguished colleagues in this body—I revere 

every one of them, all 99 of them—I will not be in any way intimidated with 

the idea that some way or other by utilizing the rules of this body that I am 

doing something out of character. No, I am not. It has been done before. It 
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has been done and it will be done after I am gone and every Member of this 
Chamber is gone, because there is a feeling in this body whether it is consist- 
ent with democratic political theory; yes, it is. The Senate so thinks it is under 
its current rules in order to make sure what the majority does is not impru- 
dent, is not ill-advised, is not done in a spirit of passion at a late hour. 

The remarks of Joun’s pastor, Reverend J. Malloy Owen, re- 
flect this independent courage as he said of JoHN at the memo- 
rial service for him: 
Joun knew it didn’t take many people to influence a nation. It just took 

some people who knew what they believed, were thoroughly convinced that 
they were right, and were willing to pay the price of being different. 

I am going to miss Senator JoHN East. He was a friend, a 
colleague, and someone who when he gave his word, I knew I 
could count on it. From his influence and effort, all America 
became stronger and freer. I shall not forget Jonn and I am 
proud to know that for the rest of my life, I will be all the 
better for my friendship with him. 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, it is with great sadness and 
deep sorrow that I comment on the recent death of a dedicat- 
ed statesman, attorney, educator, and dear colleague, the late 
Senator JouNn P. East of North Carolina. 

I am priviledged to have had the honor of serving in the 
Senate with JoHN and to have personally witnessed his tireless 
commitment to his country and the American people. But 
many of us know that his public service did not begin follow- 
ing his election to the Senate in 1980. Joun served in the U.S. 
Marine Corps as a young man and later joined the staff at East 
Carolina University in Greenville, NC, where for more than 16 
years he cultivated young people’s interest in politics. In addi- 
tion, he faithfully served the Republican Party faithfully in vari- 
ous Capacities, including national committeeman. I am well 
aware of how enlightening these experiences were for JoHN 
and how very dear they were to him. 

The recipient of numerous awards and commendations as a 
result of his contributions, I think one of Joun’s greatest dis- 
tinctions was that of his selflessness in spite of personal illness. 
JOHN was a tenacious fighter and allowed no illness or handi- 
cap to deter him in representing the people of North Carolina. 
Through his important work on the Armed Services and Judi- 
ciary Committees, particularly his leadership as chairman of 
the Subcommittee on the Courts, his efforts and ideals will 
continue. 
Joun leaves behind a loving wife and companion, Priscilla 

“Sis” East, and two daughters, Kathryn and Martha, as well as 
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other family members to whom I extend my personal condo- 

lences. 

To quote Abraham Lincoln: 

Let us have faith and right makes might, and in that faith let us to the end 

dare to do our duty as we understand it. 

This quote is a fitting tribute to Senator JOuN P. East. He 

did his duty as he understood it, and those of us in the Senate 

will miss him. 

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, when Senator JoHN P. East 

decided to leave us, we lost a dear friend of freedom and one 

of its most articulate spokesman. Senator East was fond of 

quoting Plato who is attributed with saying that, “The penalty 

good men pay for indifference to public affairs is to be ruled 

by evil men.”’ Senator East’s life is a testimony to the constant 

effort needed to be ruled by good men. 

Joun was a U.S. Marine lieutenant who became a lawyer and 

earned his doctorate as well. He was a respected university 

professor who chose to enter the battle for freedom as many 

marines do. Senator East fought for freedom in the realm of 

ideas. It is this realm which ultimately runs the world. In this 

the world of ideas, Senator East will be remembered as one 

who revered life and helped to articulate its cause for the 

unborn. 
He was no stranger to the struggle for achievement. Not 

many people would have displayed his unusual courage and 

perseverance after a bout with polio in his young adult life. I 

believe that his courage is continuing after his earthly life. 

John Ayscough told us that “Death is but a sharp corner near 

the beginning of life’s procession down eternity.” Senator 

East will most certainly be a leader in the procession down 

eternity, a conquest that should bring joy to our hearts. Or, as 

Mark Twain put it, “Why is it that we rejoice at a birth and 

grieve at a funeral? It is because we are not the person in- 

volved.” 

In memory of Senator JoHN P. East, I would ask my col- 

leagues and all Americans to honor life in all its aspects and to 

help protect and defend our country as the example of free- 

dom for all other countries to follow. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I do not believe I can honor 

Joun East with words any better than those already spoken by 

my distinguished colleagues. : 

Joun was an honorable man, and an effective Senator for 

North Carolina. It was my honor to serve with him on the Ju- 
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diciary Committee, where he was an effective and eloquent ad- 
vocate. He was soft-spoken by nature, yet steadfast in his com- 
mitment to the principles he believed in. His gentle manner 
only partially hid a strong will—which allowed him to carry on 
his duties in the face of an illness that would have overcome 
many of us. 

I am comforted by the knowledge that JoHN rests with our 
Savior—at peace with himself—at peace with the world. Joun 
would know as well as any of us that a moral life in this world 
is the best preparation for the next. Nevertheless, I mourn the 
loss of Joun East—my colleague and friend. 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. President, Joun East and I were elect- 
ed to the U.S. Senate in 1980. Although Joun did not have any 
previous congressional experience, his legal background and 
scholarly expertise gave him an indepth understanding of the 
dynamics of both the political and legislative process. JouN 
came to the Senate with a full agenda and a determination to 
see his goals achieved. But that was not to be. Members of the 
class of 1980 will miss him and especially miss his commitment 
to principles, his eloquence, and his humor. Though gone, he 
will not be forgotten. 

Mr. BOREN. The Nation’s wave of sympathy for JoHN East 
and his family after his tragic passing befits a man widely ad- 
mired for supporting his convictions with courage. 

But those of us who worked with him are particularly sad- 
dened. Every day, we benefited from the sincere kindness of a 
man who rose from great personal difficulty, without bitter- 
ness, to serve his fellow man. 

This Senator will sorely miss Joun East and his thoughtful- 
ness to all those around him. 

Mr. GARN. Mr. President, I join my colleagues today in 
paying tribute to Senator JOuN East. All of us feel deeply the 
loss of our good friend and, as always at time of tragedy, 
wonder why it had to be so. 

None of us can answer those questions; only a greater intel- ligence than mankind possesses can do that. It is better for us, 
then, to celebrate the lives lived by those who are taken from 
us. And in Joun’s case, there is much to celebrate. 

He was a quiet, thoughtful man, not given to extremes of 
temperament, but thoroughly committed and dedicated to the 
ideals that he held. Though confined to a wheelchair since his 
early adulthood, he was not deterred by the hard work needed 
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to continue his career and meet the demands of his teaching 
responsibilities and, eventually, his Senate duties. 

All of us know of the diligence with which he approached 
his position as Member of this body. He made a careful study 
of the issues confronting the Senate; he chose the timing and 
content of his remarks in this Chamber with care and sub- 
stance, and he remained a gentleman in the course of often 
heated debate; he had learned that important ability to dis- 
agree without being disagreeable; he bore the burden of his 
handicap with dignity and courage, and never placed that 
burden at the doorstep of others; he was a man who had a tre- 
mendous strength of character, and upon whose word you 
could rely with utmost confidence; he spoke his mind and you 
knew where you stood with him. I respect that, and I respect 
Joun East, and will always remember him as a man possessed 
of a superb intellect and a fine, upstanding and capable 
Member of this body. 

Mr. MATHIAS. Mr. President, it is with great regret that we 
conduct Senate business today without one of our most coura- 
geous colleagues, JoHN East. 

The important example of JouN East’s life was his courage 
in confronting a massive handicap. Most of us require more 
than average energy just to fulfill our duties in the U.S. 
Senate. Joun East had to find in himself additional strength to 
conduct the routines of daily life with polio. He did so with 
patience and kindness toward all those with whom he came in 
contact. 

It was his will and his patience which helped him defy polio, 
the disease that struck him at the early age of 24. These quali- 
ties became his self-prescribed medicines against new illnesses 
before his death. While he could not get out of a chair without 
help, he could preside over the U.S. Senate as an act of will. 
Joun East left us this legacy of his brave spirit, which will in- 
spire all of us in adversity. 

Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President, our colleague, Joun P. 
East, was contemplating a return to the classroom at East 
Carolina University in Greenville when he died. He had only 
just finished reviewing proofs for a book to be published this 
coming fall. This was a man who understood the relationship 
between politics and the study of politics. My regard and fond- 
ness for JOHN East comes naturally enough, for my life, like 
his, has alternated between these two pursuits: Or, if you like, 
sanctuaries. 

[ 53]



He was a professor of political science for 16 years ag 

coming to this body, an outstanding lecturer, and _ prolific 

author. 

When he died, I said: 

and I for 
Joun was a teacher of government before he came to the Senate, 

i i ith us. He wore one learned a great deal from him during the years he get A 

his learning gently, and was in every sense a gentle man whos 

thoughtfulness will be so much missed. 

And it is. - 

And we are not alone in missing him. Six years after Jo 

left East Carolina University’s political science Ss ee 

become a U.S. Senator, admiring students kept sania " - 

he would return to teach. Popular teachers are not on ena 

even often, recognized among their faculty peers as € vemos 

Joun East was—having twice received excellence in tea g 

his university. 

oak work Ge deci nd breadth of eames 

serious thought, and discipline generating a ae 4 ati se 

articles ranging from foreign policy to philosop - cn 560: 

servative revival in American intellectual life. The forthe 

book is a reprisal of earlier essays of political Bisel sot 

He was uncomplaining, self-reliant, tough. His a ia B 

masters and Ph.D., and his success in academe mPa e 

after a bout with polio left him confined to a wheelc et: sane 

When his February 3, 1981, maiden floor speec ve Bes 

delivered in strict compliance with Senate rules, al ip yaaa 

from Greenville was simple and matter of fact. He said, iad 

tor Joun P. East did not stand while speaking because 

t physically able to do so.”’ ; coe 
Bi po his handicap was a fact of life, a fact without politi 
cal significance and correctly so. Those of us who sre 

him can never appreciate the pain he endured. We jus 

did not deter him from his duties here. ’ 

It was not always easy. Architecturally, we were not qi 

ready, and modifications to the Capitol were ee But os 

was ever patient, positive, helpful, constructive. : ou cas at 

constantly be waiting for the world to be perfect for you, 

said. 

Joun’s life was a lesson to us all. A wonderful legacy for a 

ife’ hing. man whose life’s work was, after all, teac 

Elizabeth and I join our colleagues in sending our love oa 

deep sympathy to Sis and her two daughters, Kathryn a 

Martha. Our thoughts and prayers are with them. 
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There being no objection, the material was ordered to be 
printed in the Record, as follows: 

CurRICULUM VITAE OF JOHN PorTER EAST 

ACADEMIC BACKGROUND 

B.A. (Political Science), Earlham College, 1953; LL.B. (Law), University of Illinois, 1959; M.A. (Political Science), University of Florida, 1962; Ph.D. (Po- litical Science), University of Florida, 1964. 

EMPLOYMENT 

(1) Lieutenant, United States Marine Corps, 1953-1955. 
(2) Professor of Political Science, East Carolina University, 1964-1980. 
(3) United States Senator, 1980-1986. Committee Assignments: Committee on the Judiciary: Subcommittee on the Separation of Powers, Chairman; Sub- 

committee on Courts, Chairman; Subcommittee on Administrative Practice 
and Procedure; Subcommittee on Security and Terrorism. Committee on Armed Services: Subcommittee on Manpower and Personnel, Subcommittee on Military Construction, Subcommittee on Preparedness. Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: Subcommittee on Energy Conservation and Supply, Subcommittee on Energy Regulation, Subcommittee on Energy Re- search and Development. Committee on Labor and Human Resources: Sub- 
committee on Labor, Subcommittee on Education, Subcommittee on the Handicapped. 

HONORS 

(1) Membership in Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Kappa Phi, Pi Sigma Alpha. 
(2) First place winner, law school Moot Court Co: 

tions and written briefs required). 
(3) Recipient of a three year National Defense Fellowship for graduate 

study. 

mpetition (oral presenta- 

(4) Twice received “excellence-in-teaching” awards by East Carolina Univer- sity. 

(5) Among other directories, listed in: American Men of Science (Behavorial 
and Social Science Section); Who’s Who in the South and Southwest; Who’s 
Who. 

(6) Member of the editorial boards of The Political Science Reviewer and Modern Age. 

(7) Awarded a $4,700 Summer Fellowship Research Grant by the Earhart 
Foundation of Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS (CURRENT AND PREVIOUS) 

(1) American Political Science Association. 
(2) Florida Bar Association. 

(3) North Carolina Political Science Association. 
(4) Southern Political Science Association. 
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PUBLICATIONS 

(1) Book Reviews: numerous reviews published. 

(2) Books: Council-Manager Government: The Political Thought of Its 
Founder, Richard S. Childs. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 
1965. The American Conservative Movement: Its Philosophical Founders. Chi- 
cago: Regnery Gateway. (Forthcoming, currently in galley form). 

(3) Articles: 

“Pragmatism and Behavioralism,” Western Political Quarterly, Vol. XXI, 
(December, 1968). 

“Containment—The Military Imperative,”” The New Guard, Vol. IX, (Febru- 
ary, 1969). Reprinted in Freedman Leonard (ed.) Issues of the Seventies. Bel- 
mont, California: Wadsworth Publishing Company, Inc., 1970. 

“Conservatism and College Teaching,”” The New Guard, Vol. X, (May, 
1970). Reprinted in the Wall Street Journal and elsewhere. 
“Student Radicalism and Moral Authority,” Politics 1970, Vol. 1, (May, 

1970). 

“Campus and the Vietnam War,” The New Guard, Vol. X, (October, 1970). 

“Intellectual Decline on the American Campus,” Universitas, Vol. 11, No. 3, 
(November, 1971). Reprinted in Widening Horizons, Human Events, and else- 
where. 

“The Political Relevance of St. Augustine,” Modern Age, Vol. XVI, (Spring, 
1972). 

“A Lesson in the ‘New Politics’,”” Human Events, Vol. XXXIII, No. 29, (July 
15, 1972). 

“The Professor and His Identity Crisis,” Universitas, Vol. III, No. 2, (Octo- 
ber, 1972). 

“The Political Thought of Willmoore Kendall,” The Political Science Re- 
viewer, Vol. III, 1973.1 

“The Conservation of Frank Straus Meyer,”’ Modern Age, Vol. XVIII, 
(Summer, 1974).1 

“Richard M. Weaver: The Conservation of Affirmation,” Modern Age, Vol. 
XIX, (Fall, 1975). 

“Leo Strauss and American Conservatism,” Modern Age, Vol. XXI, (Winter, 
1977).1 

“Eric Voegelin and American Conservative Thought,” Modern Age, Vol. 
XXII, (Spring, 1978).1 

“American Conservative Thought: The Impact of Ludwig von Mises,” 
Modern Age, Vol. XXIII, (Fall, 1979).1 

“The American Conservative Movement of the 1980’s: Are Traditional and 
Libertarian Dimensions Compatible?” Modern Age, Vol. XXIV, (Winter, 
1980). 

“The Conservative Mission,” Modern Age, Vol. XXV, (Fall, 1981). 
“Political Theory and Ideology,” The Intercollegiate Review, Vol. XVII, No. 

2, (Spring/Summer, 1982). 
“Russell Kirk as Political Theorist,” Modern Age, Vol. XXVIII, (Winter, 

1984). 

MARITAL STATUS 

Wife, Priscilla; Children, Kathryn and Martha. 

* Articles in revised form in forthcoming book. 
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Mr. GRAMM. Mr. President, it is with great sadness that we 
mourn the passing of Senator JoHN East of North Carolina 
and recognize the magnitude of the loss the U.S. Congress has 
suffered. 

It was my privilege to serve with Senator East on the Armed 
Services Committee, where he served with distinction and 
where his paramount concern with human liberty and a strong 
defense were ever visible. He understood the meaning and re- 
sponsibilities of freedom and was a true advocate for the rights 
of the individual, fiscal discipline, and economic growth. 

Senator East was a man whose adherence to great principles 
and permanent values elevated the Senate morally and whose 
extraordinary mind and scholarship enriched it intellectually. 

As a university professor, JoHN East brought light and 
learning to his students, and as a U.S. Senator he brought 
light and learning to this body and to his colleagues. As a man 
who believed in the primacy of ideas, it was through his ideas 
that his influence was most greatly felt and through them that 
he shall endure. Jonn East has touched and enriched all of us 
who had the opportunity to know him, and he will not be for- 
gotten. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, it did not take a great deal of 
contact with JOHN East to sense the sincerity of his views or 
the depth of his convictions. He was a man who believed pas- 
sionately in his vision of America. Some tend to denigrate that 
kind of commitment now—we talk in terms of the “relativity of 
values” and we use “the complexity of issues” as an excuse for 
delaying decisions. JoHN didn’t do that. He respected and ex- 
pected people to disagree with him—but he also respected and 
accepted his obligation to make a decision and seek to imple- 
ment it. I find nothing dishonorable about that; indeed, I think 
we can find much that honors the man in the depth of his 
commitment. 

I am sorry that JoHN was apparently unable to seek the sup- 
port and assistance which so many of us would have been will- 
ing to give to him. But it was, perhaps, characteristic of him to 
believe that he was, as an individual, obligated to deal with the 
pain and pressure of his life as an individual. I wish it had 
been otherwise for I believe that JoHN made a contribution to 
the country and I am convinced that he would have continued 
to contribute to our national life when he returned to teaching 
after completing his service here. 

As a teacher and as a colleague, Jon forced the people he 
met to reexamine their own beliefs and reaffirm their own 
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values. In life as well as in death he forced many people to 
think. 

My family and I extend our sympathy to all those who knew 
and loved our friend and colleague JoHN East. 

Mr. McCLURE. Mr. President, I rise to pay tribute to a 
friend and colleague who, for all his considerable accomplish- 
ments, will be remembered most because he was a compas- 
sionate, courageous human being. 
Joun East was the type of person who saw wrong and 

wanted to right it, who saw a splendid vision of America and 
wanted to help push the country to it, who embraced freedom 
and wanted desperately to see that those who live under op- 
pression and tyranny could embrace it as well. 

He was a man who, in the prime of his life, was struck down 
by polio just a year before discovery of the vaccine. Yet he was 
not bitter or sullen and refused to curl up with self-pity. He 
was a man who had things to do, and confinement to a wheel- 
chair was not about to stop him. His outlook on life might be 
characterized best by a spirited comment he made several 
years ago, when he conceded he was no longer part of the so- 
called able-bodied class, but still an enthusiastic member of 
the able-bodied world. 
Joun East was a scholar of prolific achievement, earning 

bachelors, masters, and law degrees by the time he was 31. 
Two years later, he was a Ph.D. and well on his way to a dis- 
tinguished career of public service, as a university professor, 
party committeeman, convention delegate, and U.S. Senator. 
JOHN was an intellect of the highest order, with an affinity 

for weaving Thomas Aquinas, Edmund Burke, Plato, and 
Cicero into our debates and discussions. That background as a 
scholar and professor served him—and this body—exceedingly 
well in his 5% years on Capitol Hill. It tended to place him 
above the political fray and into a class all his own. 
JouN was a statesman in the truest sense of the word: Unsur- 

passed integrity, keen insight, intense loyalty to friends and 
party, and an unquenchable thirst for work. The latter, I think, 
was exemplified last year when, shortly after recovering from a 
long illness, he worked doggedly on a Courts Subcommittee 
measure to create a new court of appeals that would help re- 
lieve the Supreme Court of its workload. 

Outside the Senate, he was perhaps most well known as an 
articulate, forthright standard bearer of the conservative cause 
that he helped usher into never before seen popularity. 
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But more than any one issue or piece of legislation, JOHN 

East’s legacy in the Senate will be reflected in his contribution 
to what he termed the “national dialog.’”’ From communica- 
tion, he said, “legislation will flow * * * and a better under- 

standing of ideas and philosophy will come forth.” 

As we go about our business here, it is sometimes easy to 
become immersed in the more procedural aspects of legislat- 

ing—the day to day, nuts and bolts issues, if you will. But JOHN 

EasT was a constant reminder to us that ideas do indeed 
matter, that they have consequences, and that we need to step 

back at times and examine the broader philosophical ramifica- 
tions of our work. In doing this, he reinforced the tradition of 

the U.S. Senate as a truly deliberative body. 

Sadly, the national dialog has lost one of its important 
voices. But we must not dwell on losses, just as JOHN never 

dwelled on losses. We must find solace in the fact we had the 

good fortune of knowing, and serving with, JoHN East for as 

long as we did. 
I thank the majority leader for setting this time aside today 

to pay tribute to our friend from North Carolina. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I join my colleagues in the 

Senate today in expressing respect and affection for our de- 

parted friend, JOHN East. 
No other Senator, that I know of, brought to this job a 

greater sense of duty, responsibility, or purpose than JOHN 

East did when he took the oath of office. He worked hard, 

and long, to uphold the tradition of excellence that the Senate 

enjoys as an institution. 

Senator JOHN East loved and appreciated the Senate, and by 

his service in this body he added an extra dimension of respect 

to it. 

His work here was in keeping with the exhortation of 

Edmund Burke, who said a representative of the people owes 

them more than just his industry, he also owes them his good 

judgment. Joun East had strong convictions. He was a man of 

carefully constructed views and principles, and he based all he 

did here upon those firmly held beliefs. 

He was not, therefore, merely a pleader for parochial inter- 

ests. He spoke up for his State of North Carolina with effect, 

but his work had substance to it as well. He made that his hall- 

mark here, in the Senate. 

I was very impressed with JouNn East and his understanding 

of the traditions and the role of the Senate. We miss him. 
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My sincerest best wishes go out to his wife, Sis, and his 
entire family. They all made sacrifices so that our country and 
the Senate could have the benefit of the excellent service of 
JOHN East. 

Mr. CHAFEE. Mr. President, we mourn the passing of our 
friend Joun East. The biography of him set forth that he is a 
man of 55, born in North Carolina. He had a distinguished 
career, Phi Beta Kappa from college. He was a college profes- 
sor. Then he was elected to the U.S. Senate. 

There are three characteristics that I particularly remember 
of JoHN East. 

First of all, he was a man of strong beliefs. He was not a 
passive onlooker at the scene of life. He had beliefs and feel- 
ings on what took place, domestically and internationally, and 
he spoke out about those. So, first, it was his strong beliefs. 

Second, I remember him for his courage, both his physical 
courage and his moral courage. 

As we all know, Jon East was physically afflicted and was, 
in a sense, confined to a wheelchair. But why do I say ina 
sense? Because, in fact, he was not bound by the limitations of 
his physical afflication. It did not limit him in any way. 
; His courage was demonstrated, furthermore, by the fashion 
in which he spoke out. He was not one to trim his sails to pop- 
ular opinion. Joun East called the shots as he saw them and 
spoke out vigorously for the beliefs and feelings that he had. 

So, first it was his strong beliefs and second, was his cour- 
age. 

Third, the warmth of his personality. JoHN East was a man 
who always had a cheerful and friendly smile and greeting. He 
was a person you were glad to see. Despite the problems, the 
Physical difficulties that he might have had, it did not cause 
him to be a sad and glum person. 
Joun East was rightfully a hero to many. 
The loss of Joun East is so sad. It is sad for his family. It is 

sad for his friends. It is sad for the people of North Carolina, 
and the people of the United States likewise. And it is sad for 
all of us because, obviously, he was discouraged and upset. We 
can only ask ourselves, could we have reached out our hands 
and hearts to a greater degree than we did. 

I think that is a feeling and question that every single one of 
us in the Senate have asked ourselves. 

So we truly mourn the passing of Jonn East. We think of his 
strong beliefs. We think of his courage. We think of the 
warmth of his personality. We will miss him. From his loss, we 
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receive new inspiration to be better Members of this body and 

of the fellowship of mankind. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Mr. President, JoHN East was here among 

us in the Senate Chamber just days ago. And now he is gone. 

We miss him. 
Joun East was a fine man and a great servant of his State 

and our country. He was not given to theatrics, he was a sin- 

cere man. He was calm and temperate, because he had a con- 

sistent set of principles and stuck by them. JOHN was not much 

affected by the passing fads of this worldly city on the Poto- 

mac. He knew his own mind, he knew his principles, and he 

was confident in both. He was more than confident, he was 

courageous. 
Maybe JouN East was too good for Washington. He was a 

man of logic, not emotion. He was a man of principle, not po- 

litical pragmatism. Already burdened by a physical disability, 

he was, I suspect, further burdened and saddened at the intel- 

lectual dishonesty that too often passes for policymaking in 

this city. 
JouN was a bright man, an intellectual, a scholar. He spoke 

only when he had something important to say. Historians will 

find in his remarks clear analyses of the problems facing our 

Nation in this age. 

Joun was vigilant to see that our Government fulfilled its 
primary role, to secure the inalienable, God-given rights of 

life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. In that effort, he was 
an outspoken defender of the right to life of unborn children. 

North Carolina and America were fortunate to have JOHN 

East in the Senate of the United States. Despite his affliction, 

he stood taller than most of us in this body. God rest his soul. 

I salute a fine man, a distinguished colleague, and a friend. 

Mr. President, I extend my sympathies to Senator East’s 

wife, Sis, and to his children and his family and friends. 

Mr. DURENBERGER. Mr. President, I rise regretfully to 

add my few words to the collective expression of this body of 

our love and sadness over the passing of JOHN East. The only 

solace I can find is in believing that he is now at rest and that 

he taught us much while he was among us. 

I first met JoHN East in 1978, when I was then a long-shot 

candidate for the Senate. JoHN had traveled to Minnesota as 

North Carolina’s National Republican Committeeman. I gave a 

speech to a large group at the Governor’s residence about the 

kind of Senator I hoped to be. JoHN came up to me afterwards 

and told me he was positive that I would win my election. He 
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may have been the only convert that night. Imagine my sur- 
prise when 2 years later this wheelchair-bound professor from 
North Carolina followed me into the Senate and enabled me 
to serve in a Senate majority. 
JOHN taught me, by his daily example, the capability of the 

human Spirit to overcome and persevere. Afflicted as a young man with crippling polio, he had to cope with countless obsta- cles of daily life that the rest of us hardly think of. He did so admirably. Even a glimpse of Joun moving through the Cap- itol in his wheelchair or exercising in the Russell gymnasium reminded me of how minor were the problems with which I 
was Preoccupied on a given day and how fortunate I was. And I grieved with all Members when his hardship was compound- ed by the onset of hypothyroidism. It is indeed hard to imag- 
~ how a person could sustain himself under such a double 

ow. 
It is fitting on this occasion to praise the courage and deter- mination of Joun East in living out his convictions and serving 

at great personal cost. It is equally appropriate, Mr. President 
that we as a body pause a moment and examine our own lives 
eli the example that JOHN set and learn from the life he 

ed. 

: Mr. HELMS. This means a great deal to me personally, and 
° ine East’s family and to the fine staff that he assembled, e €ar words from distinguished Americans such as the Pre- si Aes Officer of the Senate at the moment (Mr. Goldwater) an Senator Denton, of Alabama, who will always be a fore- most American hero to me. 
he. of our tributes to our fallen friend, it ought not to be pee ooked that Senator East possessed a remarkable sense of umor. | remember his rolling into this Chamber for a vote on one occasion about 3 o’clock in the morning. He motioned to me and I went over and he said, with a broad grin, “You did not tell me it was going to be like this.” 

debnee I heard him Say of the media on one occasion—and 1e media gave him a hard time, constantly—he said, ‘The nicest thing the media ever said about me is that I am bald- ing. 
Joun, of course, was bald. He said. “ i 

' ; 5 , “Balding? I " ing. I am bald. Helms is balding.”’ whericcecpntir He was quick witted and he was slow to take offense. As a mire of fact, I know of very few occasions when JoHN was offended by the harsh things that were said by the liberals 
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about him and the principles in which he believed and for 

which he stood so gallantly. 

Joun East’s character, ability, and dedication, Mr. President, 

were not known merely in this body or in this city or in the 

State of North Carolina, but throughout the country. In my 

travels around America, inevitably people would say, “You are 

blessed with a fine colleague.’’ I would say, “You are certainly 

right about that.” Then statements would be made indicating 

an awareness of the courage and principles of this remarkable 

American, JOHN EAST. 

As an indication, and just one indication, I have in hand a 

resolution passed by the legislature of the State of Louisiana, 

which was received by the Vice President of the United States. 

I feel it is appropriate at this time to read this resolution into 

the Record because it is a measurement of the respect in 

which Joun East was held. I shall read it in its entirety. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 256 

Whereas, Senator JoHN P. East of North Carolina, born on May 5, 1931 in 

Springfield, Illinois, was an exemplary public servant, a man of patriotism, 

with a keen intellect; and 

Whereas, Senator East was a man of academic distinction who graduated 

from Earlham College in Indiana, where he was selected as a member of the 

honorable and prestigious Phi Beta Kappa Honor Fraternity; the University of 

Illinois, where he received a law degree; and the University of Florida, where 

he received a master’s degree and a doctorate in political science; and 

Whereas, throughout his life Senator East exemplified an unyielding belief in 

principle and the determination to keep our country strong; and 

Whereas, this dedication was exhibited through his service in the United 

States Marine Corps, as a college professor, as the junior United States Sena- 

tor from North Carolina, and in two campaigns for the United States House of 

Representatives and for secretary of state for North Carolina; and 

Whereas, Senator East bravely fought against serious health problems 

throughout much of his life and dealt with them with the same fortitude and 

strength that he demonstrated in public life; and 

Whereas, Senator East was an able and thoughtful leader and modern day 

philosopher of Republican conservatism in the United States, whose views and 

positions have been important influences in our political system; and 

Whereas, the contributions of Senator East and the principles he stood for 

shall long be remembered by the many persons who were influenced by the 

reasoning and logical thought of this man of quiet dignity and conviction. 

Therefore, be it resolved that the Senate and the House of Representatives of 

the Legislature of Louisiana do hereby remember Senator Joun P. East for his 

years of dedication to the finer ideals of life and for his selfless and dedicated 

service to his community and nation. 

Be it further resolved that the Legislature of Louisiana does hereby express to 

his family and his colleagues in the United States Senate its sincere condo- 

lences at the loss of this special man who gave so much. 
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Be it further resolved that a copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to his wife, Priscilla “Sis” East: his two d ‘ 4 aughters, Kathryn East and M : and to the President of the United States Senate. " re pete 
This concurrent resolution is signed by the speaker of the house and the president of the senate. 
Mr. President, that just about says it all. I thank the Chair. 

4 Mr. DOLE. Mr. President, on the day we returned from our ourth of July recess, I expressed my profound sorrow over the death of our colleague Joun East. 
As I said then, Joun was a very special individual who added much to this insutution and the lives of all who work here. 
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Mr. President, I think it has been stated and restated a 

number of times by our colleagues, both on the Senate floor 

and privately, that JOHN was unique in many ways, whether it 

was his ability to articulate his point of view, whether it was his 

philosophy, whether it was his faith, whether it was his ability 

to deal with disagreement, or whether just his way of getting 

along with all of us in this Chamber. 

As I indicated then, there is a highly charged political atmos- 

phere in the Senate from time to time. We feel strongly about 

our views, whether we are Republicans or Democrats. There 

are times when I think somebody just watching the U.S. Senate 

might believe we really do not care much for one another. 

And, at times, they might be right. But I would guess that in 

the case of Joun East, despite his firmly held views, there is 

no one in this Chamber who did not respect him, respect his 

point of view, and if they had the opportunity to come to know 

Joun East, to respect him for the man he was. 

So, Mr. President, as I said that day, some people make a 

difference in their lifetime. I guess most people make a differ- 

ence some way. But some people make a difference that affects 

thousands, or hundreds of thousands, or maybe even millions 

of people. They may do it by what they say, they may do it by 

how they conduct themselves, they may do it and not even rec- 

ognize it. I think JoHN East was in the latter category. 

He never sought headlines, never sought publicity, never 

sought to do anything but conduct himself as he should in the 

U.S. Senate. Although I do not think JoHn considered it a 

struggle, anybody looking from the outside and seeing JOHN 

come in in his wheelchair and knowing that, in effect, he lived 

in that chair every day, I believe it was an example of courage. 

His courage meant a lot, not only to a lot of friends and col- 

leagues, but to many people who may have just seen JOHN and 

met him, maybe on the political trail, maybe on the Senate 

floor, maybe from the gallery. I think his courage above all, is 

something that did make a difference. 

I recall my last conversation with JOHN when he was about 

where he normally was, to the right of the table in front of us, 

waiting to vote in his proper turn. We had a rather close vote, 

one that I was interested in. I said, ‘“‘JoHN, could you help me 

on this?” 
He said, “Well, if you really need it,” and he did. 

I think maybe one other time, I asked JoHN East on a rather 

tough vote in 1982 on a tax bill, a tough vote for someone 

from North Carolina. The final vote was 50 to 47, and without 

the 2 votes from the Senators from North Carolina, it would 
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have been the other way. It would have been 49 to 48, if I 
added it up right, and the tax bill of 1982 would have been 
defeated. That, to me, was certainly a courageous act by both 
Senators, Senator East and Senator Helms. 

So I would guess that more than Joun knew, maybe even 
more than his family may know, he had a great impact on 
many of us. Because, like Senator Helms, I have traveled 
around the country some and I have had an opportunity to see 
a lot of people. Many, many times, JouNn East’s name was 
mentioned for his philosophy, for his courage, for his dedica- 
tion, for his support of President Reagan. He never veered 
from that, except in exceptional circumstances that affected his 
State. 

Again, I join my colleagues in expressing our gratitude for 
having known Joun East and also in expressing our sympathy 
to his family, his wife, and daughters. 

I think Senator Denton probably said it better than I am 
able. What we want to remember about JouN East is what we 
all want to be—to be tolerant of one another, to respect one 
another in this Chamber, respect each other’s views, though 
we may have rather sharp disagreements; not to complain 
about our own situation, whatever it may be; and to look to 
the future—and there is a future for America. JOHN who made 
an enormous contribution as a teacher, never retreated from 
his optimism, his hope for America’s young people. 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. President, I rise to offer a few brief com- 
ments In memory of my colleague, JoHN East. 

I recall that Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., once made the 
statement that life is action and passion and one must share in 
that action and passion at the risk of being judged not to have 
lived. I think perhaps more than any other person in this 
Chamber, Joun East believed deeply in that particular state- 
ment and philosophy and lived it. 

He was certainly a man of action. Anyone who is in this 
Chamber can recall the many nights that JoHN would be sitting 
at the rear of this Chamber in his wheelchair, not flinching 
from the hour or indeed, from the display of anger or irrita- 
tion by some of the Members who wanted to end the turmoil 
93 the evening and go home. But Joun felt compelled to speak what was on his mind because he was not only a man of action 
but a man of great passion. 

He believed Passionately in his conviction about this coun- 
try’s national defense. I know the Senator from Arizona, pres- 
ently sitting in the Chair, who chairs the Armed Services Com- 
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mittee, will attest to Senator East’s strong commitment to na- 

tional defense, he was always an aggressive, articulate voice on 

behalf of our armed services. At a time when it was not popu- 

lar to be so, at a time when many were requesting deep and 

dramatic reductions in the defense budget, it was always Sena- 

tor East who sat in the rear of this Chamber and was willing 

to speak up in his country’s interest. So he believed in Oliver 

Wendell Holmes’ philosophy. 

Senator Dole a moment ago mentioned courage. Again, I do 

not know of anyone I can point to who had more courage, if 

you define courage as facing adversity without losing faith. 

Joun East faced a great deal of adversity. He had a serious 

physical handicap. Many of us would have, I think, given up to 

despair a long time ago just living with that particular handi- 

cap. Somehow, JoHN East always came into this Chamber, 

always came into the Senate hearings with a sense of courtesy, 

compassion, and a measure of levity, because he was willing to 

smile in spite of the pain that he might have been experienc- 

ing at the moment. 

One of the last times I saw Senator East, I was in the Senate 

gymnasium, preparing to go through a vigorous workout. He 

was completing a number of laps in the pool, trying to get 

some exercise for his legs. Following that, he went into the 

weight room and started on a new weight lifting program. And 

it struck me as being curious at the time that someone in 

Joun’s state of being and his particular age would suddenly 

take up weight lifting. Hopefully several of us in this Chamber 

inspired him to do that. 

But it showed me something about courage again, courage 

to start something new, to try and do something with himself, 

to improve himself even under the extraordinary circum- 

stances with which he had to contend. 

None of us are in a position to pass judgment on what pres- 

sures any individual must bear or fail to bear, to what depths 

of despair a person might sink in order to say that life is no 
longer worth living. But I do know this much about Jonn, that 

each of us, it has been said, stands upon the verge of crum- 

bling time. We live, we love, we laugh, we pass away, and we 

mingle with the dust. But this much we know—that a good and 
noble life enriches all of us. 

So I take this occasion to say to JoHN’s family and his friends 

that he was a good and noble man, and his life has enriched 

all of us. 
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Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I speak today to join with my 
colleagues in mourning the loss of Senator Joun East of 
North Carolina, but also to celebrate his service to this Nation. 

A relatively young man when he died more than 3 weeks 
ago, Senator East had lived many years since his active youth 
on several physical ailments, the most difficult of which was 
olio. 
Each day we saw Joun East’s courage as he came to the 

Senate floor or to committee work. Never—in my experience 
with him, nor to my knowledge in the experience of any other 
Senator—did Joun East once complain of his afflictions nor 
ask for special consideration. That experience will always 
remain an example to me, as well as to millions of disabled 
Americans. 

Senator East came to us from East Carolina University 
where he had taught before beginning his Senate service and 
where he was returning upon completion of that service. I saw 
the professor in JOHN East in the sense of his ability to mar- 
shall his remarkable intellectual powers in the consideration of 
public policy. Joun East may have been disabled physically— 
but he was most extraordinarily able intellectually. 

Senator East also was a man of principle. I suspect that 
none of us ever had any difficulty in knowing where he stood 
on an issue. Those who would waiver and obfuscate on ques- 
tions of public policy saw him as unreasonably obstructionist 
and hardheaded. Others of us saw him as a Senator willing to 
make difficult decisions—and stand by those decisions. 
How ironic that he expressed concern in a 1983 interview 

about being seen as “contentious and shallow.” JOHN East was 
fond of quoting Plato and Edmund Burke. I suspect that JOHN 
would be satisfied knowing that we would come to remember 
him by a statement of Edmund Burke about public servants. In 
1769 in “Observations on a Publication, ‘The present state of 
the Nation,’ ss Edmund Burke said, “It is a general popular 
€rror to imagine the loudest complainers for the public to be 
the most anxious for its welfare.” 

Mr. President, U.S. Senator Joun East of North Carolina 
as neither loud nor a complainer. But he most certainly was 

anxious for the Nation’s welfare. That is how I shall remember 
him as a Senator—and as a dutiful servant of his country. 

Ww 

Mr. HECHT. Mr. President, when I first came to the U.S. 
Senate in 1983, I was impressed by the many great statesmen 
and leaders that comprised this Chamber. Yet among this 
group of distinguished politicians, one man instantly gained 
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my respect. He generally adopted a low profile and concen- 

trated his every effort on the restoration of traditional family 

values. In the words of President Reagan, he was a “‘true patri- 

ot” who was “never flamboyant or interested in personal ac- 

claim.” This man was my late colleague, and friend, Senator 

Joun P. East. 

Confined to a wheelchair in 1955 after contracting polio at 

the age of 24, Joun never let his disability control his life. 

Unable to completely use his body, he channeled his energies 

into developing his mind. Following a year of recuperation 

and treatment for polio, he entered the University of Illinois 

College of Law and received his degree in 1959. But his com- 

mitment to education continued as the Senator next earned his 

masters and doctorate degrees in political science at the Uni- 

versity of Florida. Upon completion of these studies, he began 

a 16-year tenure at East Carolina in Greenville, NC. He held 

this job until he undertook his bid for the U.S. Senate in 1980. 

Upon entering the Senate, JouN established a record as one 

of the most loyal party members. He supported the efforts of 

the President, while articulating his own New Right views. As 

Senator East, he led the fight to return prayer to public 

schools. He also was a staunch opponent of abortion, support- 

ing legislation that would declare a fetus a human being at the 

moment of conception. Always an eloquent speaker, JOHN 

would punctuate his arguments with the words of the great 

Western thinkers, such as Plato and St. Thomas Aquinas. 

Mr. President, Joun East served in this great body for 

almost 6 years through great personal trial. I applaud his cour- 

age, his dedication to office, and his commitment to restoring 

the traditional family values that he felt this Nation had aban- 

doned. Joun East was a good friend, Mr. President, and a 

good Senator. But most importantly, he was a great man. We 

are better off for having known him, and he will be missed by 

this institution and the Nation that he dearly loved. 

Mr. WILSON. Thank you, Mr. President. 

Mr. President, along with the Senator from Washington, I 

was privileged to be JoHN East’s seatmate on the floor of the 

Senate. I also had that privilege sitting one seat down from 

him on the Republican side of the table in the Senate Armed 

Services Committee. And because I was so fortunate as to have 

that good stroke, I also had the good fortune of getting to 

know well a man of rare eloquence, rare decency, a man that 

the eloquent tributes this morning have made plain was one of 

the most valued Members of this body. 
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I think one of the greatest compliments that has been paid 
me in my brief service in this body was on those occasions pases he did once or twice—JOHN East turned thoughtful- y to me and said ‘Pete, what do you think?” I valued his good opinion. I was complimented by the fact that he would ask for my view of a particular problem because it was a rare da when Joun had not analyzed thoroughly every problem seid come to a logical conclusion. But his conclusions were more than simply the fruit of logi gic. They were th 3 Passion and conviction. GEE hea 

But when that man is a dear friend and a deeply respected col- league like Joun East, the loss is especially painful. His depar- ture leaves us all more than a little lonelier, more than a little impoverished in thought and thoughtfulness, and more than ever in need of his singular brand of courage. But in our pain - his loss, we are obliged to comprehend and celebrate his 

A teacher before he came to the Senate, Joun East—by his example, daily—became a teacher to those of us privileged to be his Senate colleagues: JoHN’s whole life was a lesson in what one man, armed with passionate conviction and fortified conscience, could achieve in the face of personal adversity and political indifference. Because he lived, the cause of free- dom lives, too, in corners of the globe far removed from his native North Carolina, but right next door to his ample heart = mgorous intellect. Because of his ideas, the idea of liberty olds sway wherever men and women cling to a faith in God aa a belief in His ultimate triumph. 
S an advocate, he stood for decency, duty, and stre res asa scholar, JouN East reminded “4 that a are Sime . more enduring than any poll result. Today, as memories e my friend fill this Chamber, I think it only appropriate to ora wee so often did for perspective, to a classical histori- on € ancient Greek chronicler Thucydides who said of ens that “when you feel her greatness, remember that this . : a was won by men with courage, with knowledge of uty, and with a sense of honor in their action * * *, mg Earth is sepulcher of famous men,” he continued cir story 1s not graven only on stone over their native 

Earth but lives re) y i Vv e symbo 
’ n far awa without isibl 

z ’ l, woven 
Into the stuff of other men’s lives.” 

Joun East was just such a man—of rare courage, with a clear knowledge of his dut y, and a strong sense of h 
was a man whose life enriched the lives of others. anh 

> gal 

Mr. President, today is a time not alone to recall our cher- 

ished colleague, but, as he should remind us, more important, 

to rededicate ourselves to the causes for which he lived—and 

through which he continues to live—woven into the stuff of 

other men’s lives. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, it is with a sense of overwhelm- 

ing sadness—but also a sense of profound gratitude—that I 

rise to pay tribute to a good friend, the late Senator JoHN 

East. 

The untimeliness of his passing compounds the incredible 

sense of loss we feel as his colleagues. I know these feelings 

must be magnified many times over in the hearts of his 

family—and I want to take a moment to express my condo- 

lences once again to Priscilla East and their daughters, Kath- 

ryn and Martha. 

Yet, these feelings of grief and loss are lightened somewhat 

by a sense of gratitude for the life of this great public serv- 

ant—and stirring memories of who and what JOHN East was. 

As I sift through these memories, one word comes to mind 

to describe JOHN East: Courage. 

The courage to overcome a debilitating handicap—the cour- 

age to leave a safe and rewarding career in educating for the 

rough-and-tumble of Washington politics—the courage to plug 

on in the face of a withering illness that took a toll much more 

terrible than any of us could have imagined. 

But even above all that, the courage to hold fast to principle 

in the face of bitter, venomous and sometimes almost hysteri- 

cal opposition from the press, the liberal Washington estab- 

lishment, and even some of his colleagues. 

That kind of courage helped Jon East stand out from his 

colleagues—not because he was a loner; he was anything but 

that. He was a warm and personable human being and a 

valued friend, and I am told that he was particularly popular as 

a professor because he always had time for his students de- 

spite a heavy lecture schedule. No, JOHN stood out because he 

was not afraid to be an intellectual in a body of politicians— 

even in a city where conservative intellectualism was once 

thought to be a contradiction in terms. He could bravely 

pursue the consequences of an idea no matter what political 

thicket it might lead him into. 

His untimely death is especially cruel, because one of those 

ideas was that every life had value—even life inside the womb. 

I well remember the heady days when Senator East seized the 

attention of the Nation by daring to hold a set of hearings to 
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examine that proposition publicly—when : — oth 
touch the issue with a 10-foot yeas onnectnaien 
wn brandished other unconventional ideas with the same 

> ish—for example, the idea that Congress could and should 
imit the Jurisdiction of a judicial juggernaut, the idea that the 
ona 2 wages had continued vitality, and the idea that raditional values still had somethi Rf tse bn mething to offer America even in 

In mourning Senator East, I am reminded of the words 
pay by Walter Lippman as he mourned another political 
er had shared Joun’s handicap, Franklin Roosevelt. 
ft oe inal test of a leader,” Lippman wrote, “is that he leaves 
ehind him in other men the conviction and the will to carry ” 

on. 

Senator Joun East was a leader in every sense of the word 
And because of his courage, the force of his formidable sitet: lect, and his adherence to moral principle, he has left a great legacy of conservative convictions behind him. He Satoh 
those convicuons among his students and others he met through his active participation in the Intercollegiate Studies Institute and his i i promotion of the study of t i i can values. I know he has left Abe rieheysoramidnert his colleagues and his famil 
opposed him. 
5 But : hope that all of us will draw from his legacy of courage e will to carry on his unending search for truth and justice wherever that search may lead. I know that is the | h really would have wanted. se Beg j Let me close by saying that I have a lot of personal respect or Joun East and his family. I sat with him on the Judicia Committee for his entire tenure in the U.S. Senate ¥ I have seen him stand up on issues that were very difficult to stand up on. I have seen him set an example that was second bs a I have seen him here late at night, crippled as he was nd worn out as he was, go through that debilitating physical 

robably should not have occurred. I 

that kind of conviction among 
y and even among many who once 

- He seemed upbeat and ve happy. It was a late day, as I recall—at least, it was in the sibty evening— i i ng—and it was not untypical for JoHn East to give of himself to the U.S pert e - Senate and to the people he represented 

I had a brother-in-law who had a similar affliction, and my 

brother-in-law was in a wheelchair as well. I have to say that 

the greatest man I have ever met, outside of my father—maybe 

a few in this body—was that brother-in-law who, day in and 

day out, went through college, got his master’s degree in engi- 

neering, and worked every day until the day of his death. He 

set such an example of courage to me that it has been an in- 

spiration to me ever since. Every time I start to feel that things 

are tough or moan about how difficult life is or feel sorry for 

myself, I think of that brother-in-law. JOHN East reminded me 

more than any other person of this brother-in-law whom I 

deeply loved and still do love. I loved JOHN East too, and I 

feel badly because this has happened. There are not many 

people who could claim to have left the legacy that our friend 

has left to us. 

I just want to pay my total respect to Joun. I know he is up 

there, listening to us, and he is in a happy place. I am glad 

that he is in a happy place. 

I miss him personally in this body, and I hope that his family 

is comforted by the thought that many of us feel deeply about 

him and the legacy he left, the teachings he left with us, the 

philosophy that he espoused, and of course the feelings he 

showed to each of us—the brotherhood and kindness and de- 

cency that we do not find too often in many of our fellow citi- 

zens. 

Mr. QUAYLE. Mr. President, I rise this morning to join in 

paying tribute to the memory of our late distinguished col- 

league, Senator JoHN P. East of North Carolina. Senator East 

and I were fellow members of the Senate class of 1980, and I 

was privileged to serve with him on the Committee on Labor 

and Human Resources in the 97th and 98th Congresses and 

on the Committee on Armed Services in the 98th and 99th 

Congresses. I admired Jonn East as a man, valued him as a 

colleague, and mourn his loss as a friend. 

When the senior Senator from North Carolina, Senator 

Helms, took the floor upon the Senate’s recent return from its 

Independence Day recess to report formally the tragic death of 

his beloved colleague, he praised Senator East as “a profile in 

courage.” 

Courage, indeed, is a common theme of so many of the 

newspaper editorials and public statements about JoHN East 

that were made in the wake of his death on June 29. And as I 

speak of Joun East’s life this morning, I am reminded of this 
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surring verse from the 1662 Prayer Book of the Church of 
England: “Sing praises lustily unto him with a good courage.” 

Mr. President, Marilyn and I traveled to Greenville NC ie 
July 1 to attend the memorial service for JouN East at Save 
Memorial Methodist Church. There we heard JOHN’s pastor 
the Reverend J. Malloy Owen III, deliver a stirring eulogy in 
which he sang the praises of Jonn East as a man who was 
willing to pay the price of being different.’ 
Joun East evinced this strength of character when he at- 

tended Earlham College at Richmond in my home State of In- 
diana. Earlham is a Quaker school with an abiding tradition of 
political liberalism. But Joun East was not afraid to be differ- 
ent. A political science major, JOHN was a champion debater 
an outspoken exponent of conservatism who nonetheless 
counted many liberals among his closest friends. He believed 
in civil, temperate discourse, and he always could distinguish 
between a classmate and that classmate’s ideology. a 

Earlham’s faculty quickly recognized the extraordinary intel- 
lectual talent in their midst. Former Congressman David W 
Dennis of Richmond has recalled that his father, William 
Cullen Dennis, who was president of Earlham, regarded JouN 
East as the brightest student whom he had ever taught 
Praia, East’s steller academic performance at Earlham earned 

a full scholarship to the prestigious University of Chicago 
aw School. But first, “his country needed him. A football 

player at Earlham, JOHN joined the branch of the military with 
perhaps the most rigorous physical demands—the U.S. Marine 
Corps. After 2 years as a lieutenant, JOHN left th i 
begin law school. fer suas 

Only 2 weeks after leaving the Mari 
learned that he had ‘initio polio aie: wee tore 
swimming pool that was contaminated with the disease Rie JOHN East would never walk again. As Reverend Owen ob- 
served in his eulogy: “Most of us would have crawled into a 

T WwW V 0 Or the rest of our lives. But not 

go because that law school’s facilities were not yet accessible to the handicapped. Instead, he attended the University of IIli- nois School of Law, where he distinguished himself in moot court competition. One of Joun’s teachers at Earlham, the eminent Quaker philosopher Elton Trueblood, remembers vis- iting JOHN EAsT at the University of Illinois and seeing him pull himself up the stairs of his home with a pulley. Dr. “True. 
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blood regards that memory as symbolic of how JouHn East 

lived. 

After graduating from law school in 1959, JoHN and his wife, 

Priscilla, whom he met at Earlham and married in 1953, 

moved to Florida. After passing that State’s bar examination, 

Joun practiced law for a year. But JouN East, the intellectual, 

yearned for the life of the mind and for his first academic love, 

political science. So he enrolled in the graduate school of the 

University of Florida, earning his master’s and doctoral de- 

grees in that field by 1964. Soon thereafter, JoHN accepted a 

teaching post at East Carolina University in Greenville, NC, 

where he served as an unusually popular and respected profes- 

sor until his election to the Senate in 1980. 

And so, Mr. President, we know that Joun East had the 

enormous courage to rise above the crippling blow of polio to 

earn law, master’s, and doctoral degrees. But JOHN East was 

not content to rest even upon these laurels. He was not con- 

tent to teach political science only as theory. He yearned also 

to put it into practice. And again JouN had the courage not to 

be afraid to be different. In an eastern North Carolina con- 

gressional district with a better than 30 to | party registration 

disadvantage, he ran in 1966 for the U.S. House of Represent- 

atives as a conservative Republican. Although he lost, JoHN 

East won a remarkable 40 percent of the vote and the lasting 

respect of North Carolina political observers. 

After losing another political race, this one for North Caroli- 

na Secretary of State in 1968, Joun found another way to 

serve. He led the forces of then former California Governor 

Ronald Reagan on the platform committee of the 1976 Repub- 

lican National Convention at Kansas City. And early in 1977, 

Joun East was chosen to represent North Carolina on the Re- 

publican National Committee. 

Already carrying a full load of teaching responsibilities at 

East Carolina, as well as serving on the Republican National 

Committee, in 1980 JoHNn East undertook yet another strenu- 

ous political campaign, running for the U.S. Senate. This time, 

however, he won, upsetting the incumbent U.S. Senator, 

Robert Morgan. 

In the Senate, Jonn East quickly demonstrated more of the 

courage that brought him here. In the face of fierce criticism 

by his philosophical adversaries, Senator East held an impor- 

tant series of hearings on the pro-life legislation known as the 

human life bill. In doing so, Senator East helped give a clear 

focus to the fundamental, scientific question of the abortion 

debate—when does human life begin? 
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ee Senator East's hearings did not lead to the pas- e Pa Pane Hg bill by Congress, they contributed 
€ political and legal debate i 

duringly controversial | i mabe horens rethe 
iniemmasinen lal 1973 abortion decision in the case of 

A - : tee . pe and a political scientist, Senator East devoted 
1s energies and enthusiasm in the Se i 

5 nate to his work = i Judiciary Committee. He played an important role in sladumetion S tt on the nominations of Sandra Day 
oO the supreme Court and Edwin M eese to be At- pe arcane of the United States. From 1981 to 1985 “i peakiackeea sacle the Subcommittee on Separation of 

; e he focused on the crisis in the c ituti d onstitutional Sd-alpdeeaad aa ee epee by an era of judicial ahaa 
al courts. In 1985, Senator East was i . . chosen b candi: on the committee to serve as the thine of i: committee on Courts. In that capacity, he worked hard on numerous legislati i 

mwrey Bhi ivinies ak sre to improve the efficiency of our 
M j tol Wy ieepe alt none would argue with the proposition that 

Figs eae seats the several most conservative Members lhe ws, * ome would say that he was the Senate’s most 
a ara soul If so, he wore that badge proudly. He 
yoni ai te nt: this strength of political conviction e 
sie tie asim a ian Pes in the Senate could cost eis Rd uld have sought but for the ill- 

East sleced eae iis ot sayy ad British philosopher- 
when he said: 

ven 

JOHN 
e, the eminent 18th century 

Statesman whom he quoted so often, did 

: ase representative owes you, not his industry only e et . 
. . 

: Tays, instead of serving you, if he sacrifices it to y 
Finally, 

but his judgement; and 
Mi Presa our opinion. 

diceeabasat enka. ent, those of us who attended Jonn East’s 
saieaiae - in North Carolina learned how much our late 
Man, g e Studying his Bible. So I want to close my re- 

1s morning by quoting from John 11:25-26: if 

Jesus said, I am the resurrection and he die, he shall come to life “am life If a man has faith in me, even though 
As the Washin i ' ° gton Times concl i . - 

rial tribute to Senator Joun sea uded its moving July 1 edito- 

Th juni ose who knew the junior Senator from North Carolina and who knew of his battles and his suffer in n wor Ww vi 0) fear for hi 
gs 1 this orld ill ha ie Ss condition in 
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Mr. ARMSTRONG. Mr. President, the Senate of the United 

States is a poorer place without JOHN East. Many of us have 

lost a friend; all of us have lost a dedicated colleague. 

There are not many like him: A citizen-candidate who 

showed that merit and courage can elevate to national promi- 

nence a man who was far from being a professional politician. 

On the contrary, JoHN East was a scholar, a thinker, a philoso- 

pher, a writer, an academician, a theorist, as well as an attor- 

ney. 
He was, most of all, a teacher, and not just during his tenure 

as professor at East Carolina University. He taught here in 

Washington as well, both through his speaking in this Cham- 

ber and, what is always far more important, through his exam- 

ple. And like every outstanding teacher, he was always learn- 

ing. He would always listen. He gave others their due. He un- 

derstood disagreement and diversity. 

But he also understood the difference between truth and 

error, between fact and falsehood; and he was not tolerant of 

the false or the phony. Indeed, it was his commitment to the 

truth that brought him to the Senate; for he understood that 

our country had been making some dangerous mistakes, and 

he was determined to help correct them. 

He understood both the military danger of Communist re- 

gimes and the intellectual danger of Marxist ideology, and he 

was an able opponent of both. 

He understood the folly of both statist economics and fiscal 

irresponsibility, twin roads to the dismal destination of nation- 

al ruin; and he never failed in his commitment to completing 

America’s economic recovery. 

He understood that the greatness of a nation depends upon 

the character of its people, and that an ethical recovery was as 

essential in this land of ours as an economic one. 

Technically, JoHN East was disabled, confined to a wheel- 

chair by the polio contracted while a young man. But no one 

who worked with him could think of him as disabled. We saw 

only his abilities, in committee and in debate, in private coun- 

sel and in public discourse, and in the life of the mind, to 

which he devoted his adult life. 

Many are more mobile than JoHN EasT was, but few are 

stronger. For his strength came from a rigor of thought and a 

clarity of will. It came from a sense of purpose that allowed 

him to overcome obstacles of all sorts, both physical and polit- 

ical. In that special strength, fortified by adversity, he was ever 

the young marine lieutenant so eager to serve his country. 
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And id, i —- —— did, in ways he could not have foreseen more “a a: path Pei when he wore his country’s uniform. Na Be oe will not soon forget his appearance in penis scas . € way he showed a gainly grace in awkward ate il me way he managed a welcome smile in painful eee et le ne ways he found to stand tall among us = : ea is family’s sorrow, we thank them for shar- paca dag us these last several years. And we join them in ‘it me + to the care of a merciful God, whose gifts t no ly developed, whose blessings he freely sheiée, 

a Pe him peace, but let us continue his work. ae a agian this 1s a moment when all of us feel a great re a i 1s a moment when we wish to extend to japan ninec e family and to all who loved and admired ait ce Ps ms Yaa. I think it should not be a moment xi ebrate his life as well as to mourn his pass- 

In t tag sa _— of Joun East the people of North Carolina Pesci i Asia public servant and the people of this Tia ek lost an extraordinarily Senator, a man whose = Paro kl were an inspiration to all of us who had med ges = rally tec with him and to many, many others 

admired his Om ip a mar ch hg 
= » cl , Intellect, and scholarship. oe pe Rigaiag' 2 it 4 that thought which I will aaa remem- nates: Sara Joun East that he was in the highest and pe ape ks pea a man of broad vision who served Spee tee tate and spoke for their interests over and ng. mits = © saw beyond the borders of North Carolina pe op enn untry and whose patriotism, whose sense of » calling, and duty were shown over and over again ‘ 

Mr. President, I do join with all Senators in extending sym- 

pathy and expressing my regret but also really in celebrating 

the great contribution which he has made to the life of this 

country and to the family of the Senate. 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, JoHN East was a Senator who felt 

strongly about the great national issues of the day and he had 

the courage to take a stand on those issues and he took his 

stand on the basis of his convictions. Sometimes he almost 

stood alone in this Chamber. But his courage was undaunted. 

He was liked by the pages. He was liked by his colleagues. 

He always took a moment to say hello to the pages, and I be- 

lieve that that is a mark of humility which in turn is a mark of 

greatness when a very busy person takes time to spend with 

little people, our pages, and has a minute to give to them to 

inspire them and to make them feel that they, too, are being 

recognized for their services. 

Joun East and I had a talk one time about some of the diffi- 

culties in the lives of each that had to be overcome. Here was 

a man who had been an outstanding athlete, served as a U.S. 

marine, brought down by polio, not just in the prime of his 

life but at the beginning of the prime of his life, and he was 

still in that prime when he served here. 

I know that it is impossible for one to put oneself into the 

person of another and truly understand the trials and the bur- 

dens and the heartaches that the other person carries. 

So I cannot do that, but I can imagine what those trials and 

burdens may have been like. 

Joun East had great faith and he looked up, not down. We 

often see this in individuals who are not as fortunate as others. 

I have seen it when I have gone to Romney, WV, and visited 

the schools for the deaf and the blind, and as I have watched 

those little people, those young people, go about helping one 

other—a deaf student leading a blind student, sometimes a 

blind student leading a blind student. 

The applause that a visitor receives in going to that school 

and meeting with those young people is really something that 

is inspiring, uplifting, and in a way, puzzling, because one 

wonders how those young people—most of whom probably 

have never been able to see the sunsets, the mountains, and 

the hills and the flowers, and all of the beauties of nature— 

how they can be so upbeat and so upward looking in their 

faith. 

So one has to wonder and yet, perhaps, one does not have 

to wonder, because people like Joun East have an inner faith 
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upon which to draw, that 
comfort for the trials, an 
the rest of us. 

is a kind of spirit that bonds u 
We all try to remember th 

“Man that is born of woman 
He cometh forth like a flowe 

Ss together. 
at we are only mortals, and that 
is of few days and full of trouble. 

Let Fate do her worst, there are relics of joy, 
Brights dreams of the past, which she cannot destroy; Which come, in the ni 
And bring back the fe 
Long, 

ght-time of sorrow and care, 
atures that joy used to wear. 

long be my heart with such memories filled! Like the vase in which roses hav € once been distilled,— You may break, you may shatter the vase, if you will, But the scent of the roses will hang round it still. 

Mr. TRIBLE. Mr. President, I rise to join my colleagues in Paying our res d friend and colleague, 
nd his warm and gentle 

-being, but we will always cher- 

country. 
JOHN was a rare man. A scholar and a Statesman, his life combined the theory and practice of politi fashion. Joun East understood with depth and clarity the prin- ciple of the American policy. And he dedicated his public life to the realization of those principles. 
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our lives. 
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prone smbine! and political outlook differed, Senator «a 
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es eens evel to this body. For 2 years ntl A 

nie the Dirksen Building and . sedan ol 

i Id not hope ly and helpful neighbor one cou 
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AST. Our staffs also enjoyed each others company. 

JOHN East represented Nor th Car olina in this body with 

I d 
t distinction of both intellect and pera Pol te 8 , 

his i for all of us will lon 
i f daily valor for 4 

a “d wae fully realize that no word or act - len “ 

ie e the inner pain over the loss of their be cn Dae? 

his wife Priscilla, and their daughters, Kathryn Les po 

clei my heartfelt condolences and God’s alo ex 
people of Hawaii. 

Wepnespay, July 23, 1986. 
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memor y of Senator JOHN Eas r. He was a fr iend, he Was a 

leader > and he was a role model for many. I le will tr uly be 
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d so much about. He will be remembered 

orked with him for a very long time. 

ant to take this opportunity to send my 

people of North 

spective that he care 

by those of us that w 

Mr. President, I w 

deepest regrets to JOHN East’s family and the 

Carolina that he represented. His death is a loss to all of us. 

Tuespay, July 29, 1986. 

Mr. DIXON. Mr. President, today, I join with my fellow Sen- 

e loss of our friend and col- 
ators in expressing sorrow at th 

Although we sometimes dis- 
league, Senator JoHN P. East. 

those differences never diminished the 
agreed on issues, 

hat I held for his intelligence and integrity. 
degree of respect t 

Senator East was well acquainted with Illinois. He was born 

in our State capital, Springfield, and he earned his law degree 

from my alma mater, the University of Illinois. 

I had the opportunity to get to know Senator East best from 

my service with him on the Armed Services Committee. I 

learned that Senator EAsT was a man deeply committed to the 

e was guided by his conscience, and 
security of our Nation. H 

was unswerving in his determination. 

This determination went far beyond his political life. JoHN 

East was, as his colleagues from North Carolina has called 

him, “‘a profile in courage.” He was able to rise above his dis- 

ability to pursue a distinguished academic and political career, 

in addition to raising a family. 

The loss of Senator East has left a void in this Chamber. 

His friendliness, sincerity, and courage to stick to his con- 

science will be sorely missed. 

Mr. President, my sincere condolences go out to his wife 

Priscilla, his two daughters, and other family members during 

They should be comforted by the 
their time of mourning. 

dedicated to his God, his 
knowledge that JoHN EasT was a man 

country, and his conscience. 

Wepnespay, October 1, 1986. 

Mr. SYMMS. Mr. President, the Nation recently mourned 

the passing of a great American, a true patriot, a loyal friend 

and a powerful inspiration to all of his colleagues in the U.S. 

Senate: Senator JOHN East. 

While in the service of his country as a marine, Senator EAsT 

olio that eventually confined him to a wheel- 
contracted the p 

ersonal struggles with 
chair. In spite of his afflictions and p 
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health related problems, 
meaning of the motto he 
Fidelis—always faithful. 
pi President, I gave a personal tribute to Senator East me ume ago, but today I wish to enter into the Record an 

ry well sums up the feelings of his 
1S appropriately entitled, “Senator 

outstanding article that ve 
closest friends. The article 
Joun East: Semper Fidelis,” 

I ask unanimous consen 
Record. 

There being no objecti hs 
: s yection, the articl 

printed in the Record, as follows: ruicle was ordered to be 

t that the article be printed in the 

{From the Conservative Digest, September 1986] 

SENATOR JOHN East: SEMPER FIDELIS 

(By Patrick B. McGuigan) 

undergraduate, East’s determinat ; €, mination to enforce study hours ea i affectionate nickname at Earlham: “Iron Chancellor of Bundy oni ix 

hical when he learned th at h walk again. She told People magazine, “He put his arm on ae dubai cal said, ‘Things will be all right, Sis.’ And I knew that they would.” 

‘ Los Angeles Times: “ ; geles Times: “I d the [handicap]. I spend 99.9 percent of my time with di Udbet cake con I think Z ibuti phe: ras pwns ong wi Uf you get out and perform and work and dal a an - succeed, you will do more. Those people do more for the ali the screamers and the yellers and the hollerers. When you're around 5 i 
pias pa pany who’s constantly playing up their disabilities and their ail- iw hurts and their pains, they’re a darn bore.” JOHN was never 

Senator East exemplified the full 
served under as a marine: Semper 

Cuniberti, “It’s a littke presumptuous, downright egotistical, to say ‘I am 

viable, I go it alone.’ The devil you do! You think you do, but you're very 

dependent on other people in this life and you are from the time of being an 

unborn child until you die.”” He now spoke from his own experience: You're 

“at the peak of your physical capacity, struck down like that (he snapped his 

fingers), totally dependent on little nurses coming in that weigh half as much 

or a third as much as you do. All of a sudden, you’re no longer viable. Now, if 

viability is the test of livability, of the right to live, should I have been just left 

to die?” 

Soon after turning the corner in his battle with polio, Joun East enrolled in 

law school at the University of Illinois, earning his LL.B. in 1959. After trying 

his hand at private practice, East decided he was more inclined to the life of 

the mind than that of the storefront lawyer. He studied political science at the 

University of Florida, earning his M.A. in 1962 and his Ph.D. in 1964. 

Joun East now started on the course that would ultimately place him in the 

national spotlight. He accepted a position in the department of political sci- 

ence at East Carolina University (E.C.U.) in Greenville, North Carolina. As in 

most institutions of higher education, the faculty was dominated by liberals. 

But JoHN was so persuasive and formidable in his arguments that he earned 

the respect of even his most liberal colleagues over the sixteen years which 

followed. Dr. Larry Hough of the East Carolina political-science faculty told 

the Greenville Daily Reflector: ‘“‘JoHN and I were both political-philosophy spe- 

cialists and our views differed, but I found in him a man who could discuss 

and argue his views very articulately and without malice. He was very popular 

with the students back in the radical days of the ’60s and ’70s. He always had 

full classrooms. And last year, I had him come talk to a legislative class and 

the room was overflowing, both with political-science students and many 

others. He was a wonderful lecturer.” 

Among the close friends he earned in those years was John M. Howell, 

Chancellor of East Carolina University. Howell described ‘Professor East as a 

“fascinating lecturer’? with a pointed sense of humor. A moderate Democrat, 

Howell nevertheless made a campaign contribution to East when he ran for 

political office in the 1960s. Jonn East wrote him a thank-you note, saying: 

“With enemies like you, who needs friends?” 

The skies were cloudy and overcast when the little commuter airplane on 

which I was a passenger touched down in Greenville, North Carolina. The flag 

at the airport was at halfstaff in honor of the town’s most prominent citizen, 

Joun East, the greatly loved former political science professor at East Caroli- 

na University who had gone to Washington to fight for the things most folks 

in Greenville believe in as a matter of course. 

The woman at the airport car rental knew why I was there, and she couldn’t 

help talking about it. ‘When I was a little girl, he ran for Congress and didn’t 

make it. My family always liked him. He worked so hard for so long. Then, he 

won the Senate thing. I just can’t believe it.” 

Invariably, I did what I always do when I have a little spare time in a strange 

town. I went to the news room of the town newspaper, the Greenville Daily 

Reflector. I passed some time there with Stuart Savage, a long-time political 

reporter. Stuart had known East for many years, and shared my opinion of 

the scholarly statesman: “We loved him. I’m gonna miss him.” 

Joun East had also made a lasting impact on several generations of East 

Carolina University students. One of them, David Harrington, described Pro- 

fessor East as “the most intellectually stimulating professor I ever had.’’ Har- 

rington, who had studied under East as both an undergraduate and a gradu- 

ate student, told the Daily Reflector: ““There were mornings when I would get 
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up not wanting to do what I had to do for the day. Then I’d remember that I 
could count on Dr. East to be in class in his wheelchair, totally enthusiastic 
and impeccably prepared for that day . . . as if it were a major lecture he was 
delivering, not just a routine class to teach . . . (EAST would) do this day after 
day and make . . . philosophers like Plato and Burke and Locke come alive so 
I never forgot them and what they believed. The way he conducted his class- 
€s . . . was so inspiring, not just for me, I know, but for hundreds of stu- 
dents, whether they agreed with his political views or not. He wasn’t a pal to 
his students, but he always knew every one of them by name, even SA Na 
they d been in his class, and was always interested in what they were doing.” 
David Harrington continued: “I remember just a few years ago, I invited 

him to make a commencement talk at a school where I was then tesichin in 
Washington, North Carolina. He agreed, invited me to ride with him in his 
car, made a superb talk, and even refused the honorarium the school offered 
him, suggesting we use it for what would most benefit the students. He always 
emphasized the value of the individual human life and spoke against fascism “ 
much as against communism, because he saw in both the danger of puttin 
the value of the state over the value of the individual.” : : 
_Joun East’s reputation grew, not only as a classroom teacher, but as a dis- 
unguished scholar with a deep understanding of the moral and philosophical 
roots of Western political institutions. The author of a major echictarty- béiok 
on city government, East eventually produced a wide range of articles pub- 
lished in general-interest magazines and academic journals. He served on the 
editorial boards of Modern Age and the Political Science Reviewer, remainin 
active in the American Political Science Association, the Southern Political Sch 
_ Association, and Phi Beta Kappa. He was until his death a contributing 
so Mig! Sop soar Digest. His thought-provoking essays included such 
agheth: onservatism And College Teaching,” “The Political Relevance Of 
ti S58 ee American Conservative Movement Of The 1980s.”’ and 
FoF srs ssor race Identity Crisis.” His work was published in Modern 
A a rm tty olitical Science Reviewer, the Wall Street Journal, and else- 
a : on two Excellence In Teaching awards at East Carolina Universi- 
y. And every paragraph of Joun East’s writing and teaching was permeated 
with his under ‘Standin of the tr cl g anscendent impor tance of the Judeo Christian 
tradition to Amer ican Institutions. 

na this flurry of teaching and scholarly research, JOHN and Sis East raised 
wo daughters, Kathryn and Martha. It says something special about this 
family that both eventually pursued careers as ph 1c thera ists for the phys- 

sued y sical P t 

The funeral was held at Jarvis Memorial United Methodist Church, a beauti 
ful church in the city’s small downtown area. Suffering the loss of my friend 1 
went two hours early to sit and to pray. tare 

The funeral attracted leaders from both political parties and from through- 
a the conservative movement. Barbara Bush represented her husband “a 
. elcome, Majority Leader Bob Dole and his wife, Transportation 
: ry Elizabeth Dole, led a Washington delegation which included Repub- 
ican Senators Strom Thurmond, Richard Lugar, Dan Quayle, and Alan Simp- 
son, along with Democrat Senator Howell Heflin. They were joined b T 
Kenneth Cribb, representing the Attorney General, and John Bolton hie 
sistant Attorney General in the Office of Legislative Affairs. The eiives of “a 
number of other Members of the Senate also attended, along with North 
Carolina Congressmen James Broyhill, Alex McMillan, Billy Hendon, and 
Howard Coble. Governor James Martin was there, and scattered dnons hout 
the church packed with some 800 people were friends from the leadership of 
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the conservative movement. These included Jerry Falwell (Liberty Federation), 

Richard Viguerie, Ron Godwin (Insight magazine), Howard Phillips (Conserva- 

tive Caucus), and Mildred Webber (Heritage Foundation). 

Pastor Malloy Owen conducted a short and dignified memorial service, be- 

ginning with Psalm 121: “I lift up my eyes toward the mountains; whence shall 

help come to me? My help is from the Lord, who made heaven and 

earth .. . .” The congregation joined in recital of the Apostle’s Creed and 

singing of “Onward Christian Soldiers.” Pastor Owen closed his short eulogy 

with a powerful rendering of the Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi, asking us: 

“Who will take up the torch of this brave man?” 

It was Joun East’s power as a debater and thinker which had inevitably 

drawn him to direct political involvement. A Republican in an era when no 

one but Democrats secured elections in North Carolina, East tried for the 

U.S. House of Representatives in 1966. Suffering defeat, he ran unsuccessfully 

for Secretary of State in 1968. But he emerged as a leader in the resurgent 

Republican Party of North Carolina. JoHN served as a national committeeman 

in the late 1960’s, and as a delegate in 1968 and 1976 to the National Conven- 

tions of the Republican Party. At the 1976 Convention he helped craft the 

conservative G.O.P. platform on which underdog President Gerald Ford nearly 

recovered from the Watergate scandal before losing narrowly to Georgia Gov- 

ernor Jimmy Carter. 

East had by now become a key ally of conservative Senator Jesse Helms, 

who asked him in 1980 to challenge the moderately liberal Democrat incum- 

bent Senator Robert Morgan. After securing the nomination, Dr. East insisted 

on an issues-oriented campaign against Morgan, criticizing the incumbent’s 

support for the surrender of the American Canal at Panama, aid to Marxist 

insurgents in Nicaragua and the federal bailout of New York City. JouHN East 

also attacked Morgan’s opposition to a strong national defense, including the 

Democrat’s leadership in killing the B-1 bomber. In one of the most dramatic 

results of the pivotal 1980 election, East defeated Morgan by just 7,004 votes. 

Gracious in victory, he called Morgan “a great friend” of East Carolina Uni- 

versity, and “‘a great public servant.” 

In the Nation’s capital, Joun East was suddenly part of the Republican ma- 

jority, unexpectedly in control of the United States Senate. Senator Strom 

Thurmond (R.-South Carolina), the new Chairman of the Judiciary Commit- 

tee, asked East to serve as Chairman of the Subcommittee on Separation of 

Powers, which he did for the next four years, moving on to serve as Chairman 

of the Subcommittee on Courts. 

Lost now in the mists of cliché is the name of the journalistic wag who 

acidly designated East a “Helms on Wheels” in an effort to dismiss the junior 

Senator’s personal contributions to the conservative renaissance occurring in 

the nation’s capital. Jesse Helms responded to the nickname by saying, “I 

think that’s an insult to him. He’s smarter than I am. I appreciate the compli- 

ment.” JOHN East, whom Paul Weyrich once called the only authentic conserv- 

ative intellectual in the U.S. Senate, only laughed. 

Eventually, East earned what Betty Cuniberti of the Los Angeles Times 

called ‘“‘the unofficial title of philosopher of the . . . New Right, a spokesman 

increasingly called upon for the conservative point of view . . . .” Cuniberti 

described East in action: “With the self-bestowed carte blanche to rally long- 

dead philosophers to his side, East can be intimidating if somewhat esoteric. 

It’s often not a fair game. He’s sent too many players on the field. He knows 

that few Senators or witnesses at hearings dare to match wits with him.” 

East quickly made his mark in the Senate. To the dismay of the Liberal Es- 

tablishment in the nation’s capital, he sponsored the Human Life bill of 1981- 
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1982. The hearings on that legislation were outstanding for the clear trust of 

the evidence East presented: That unborn children are human beings from 

the moment of conception. 

In the Judiciary Committee, Senator East was a defender of the conservative 

“strict constructionist” judicial nominees of the Reagan Administration. When 

liberals on the Committee succeeded in scuttling the nomination of Assistant 

Attorney General William Bradford Reynolds to move up to the Number 

Three position in the Department of Justice, East aptly condemned what he 

called “cannibalism Washington style.” 

Joun East continued his scholarly activity while in the Senate. In 1981, he 

produced “The Case For Withdrawal Of Jurisdiction,” an examination of the 

meaning of Article III, Section 2, of the Constitution which was published in 

“A Blueprint For Judical Reform,” the book which sparked the modern judi- 

cial-reform movement. A few months later, East appeared at the 1982 Confer- 

ence on Judicial Reform sponsored by the Free Congress Foundation. 

Committed to a strong national defense, Senator East was also a supporter 

of American strength in this hemisphere, frequently criticizing House Demo- 

crats for stalling on military assistance to the Freedom Fighters in Nicaragua. 

One of his most courageous moments in the Senate came in 1982, when he 

joined Senator Helms in a week-long filibuster against a 25-year extension of 

the Voting Rights Act, an extension which acutally heightened coercive federal 

powers over the electoral process. He also opposed efforts to increase gaso- 

line and some excise taxes. JOHN EAST was a conservative’s conservative, ag- 

gressively defending the vision that the Founding Fathers of the American Re- 

public had held—a vision sometimes betrayed even in a Senate controlled by 

his fellow Republicans. 

As just one example, in 1985-1986, Senator East opposed the Inter-Circuit 

Panel supported by Chief Justice Warren Burger and a majority of the Judici- 

ary Committee’s Republicans. The original legislation would have created a 

, new federal court with unlimited jurisdiction. Members of the Panel would 

have been picked by the present membership of the Supreme Court, assuring 

a liberal orientation to what would have been, in essence, a national court of 

appeals. Senator East prevailed on a key amendment designed to limit the 

new court’s jurisdiction solely to conflicts between circuits rather than give it 

the unlimited jurisdiction envisioned by the Chief Justice and his supporters. 

Then Senator Dennis DeConcini (D.-Arizona) pushed through an East-influ- 

enced amendment removing selection of the Inter-Circuit Panel from the Su- 

preme Court and giving it, instead, directly to the membership of the various 

circuit courts. Passage of these two amendments lessened the Chief Justice’s 

enthusiasm for the constitutionally suspect proposal. Joun East’s actions on 

this legislation were the crucial step in forestalling passage of an unwise ex- 

pansion of judicial power. 

Despite this success, 1985 was not a good year for JoHN East. In February 

he underwent surgery to remove a benign obstruction of his urinary tract. As 

he was recovering from this setback, he complained of insomnia and fatigue. 

Tests at Bethesda Naval Hospital in April 1985 revealed East had hypothyroi- 

dism, a potentially debilitating illness in which the thyroid is disrupted, affect- 

ing the body’s metabolism and energy levels. After struggling all summer to 

overcome the disabilities associated with this, JoHN announced in mid-Septem- 

ber that he would not seek reelection in 1986. A month later, he was back in 

the hospital for tests resulting from discovery of a dangerously low white 

blood cell count. 

Senator East would not reveal publicly his plans beyond November 1986. 

However, he had been asked by Chancellor John Howell to resume his post on 
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the political-science faculty at East Carolina University. In the meantime, as his 

strength returned in the spring of 1986, he worked feverishly to complete the 

editing of a book of his essays on conservative political thought. And Joun 

East returned to his Senate duties, pressing for confirmation of the Reagan 

Administration’s increasingly embattled judicial nominees. 

Several of the Senator’s admirers pushed for his elevation to the U.S. Court 

of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, either to replace retiring liber- 

al Judge Skelly Wright or, after mid-June, to replace Supreme Court nominee 

Antonin Scalia. But in a development his friends did not recognize at the time 

as ominous, in late June, Senator East asked that his name be removed from 

consideration for the post. Deeply depressed, he did not now feel himself 

worthy of the federal bench. 

Hypothyroidism can cause a hormone deficiency leading to anemia, fatigue, 

insomnia, intellectual impairment, weight loss ... and depression. ‘“The 

Textbook Of Medicine” also indicates it has been known to cause “hallucina- 

tions, disorientation, paranoia and attempted suicide.” However, JoHN East 

had regulary received medication designed to counter the problems of this ill- 

ness. 

On Friday, June 27th, Joun East completed work on the book galleys of his 

collected essays. He met with Supreme Court nominee Antonin Scalia. Then, 

commitments met, Senator East drove to Greenville with his aide, John 

Petree, arriving home about noon on Saturday. Sis was on vacation with her 

mother for the weekend, but Petree stayed with East until daugther Kathryn 

arrived for a visit. Kathryn left her father ‘in good spirits” about midnight 

that night. Petree returned to East’s house on Sunday morning, June 29th. He 

found the front door ajar. The Senator was dead in his garage, an apparent 

suicide, a victim of carbon-monoxide poisoning. 

The death of John East was a terrible shock to millions of us. President 

Ronald Reagan declared him a “true patriot” who was “never flamboyant or 

interested in personal acclaim. . . . He was a quiet and effective legislator, 

who never wavered in his determination to keep our country strong. He cared 

about the people of North Carolina in a special way and was immensely proud 

of being chosen to represent them in Washington. Even in the face of adversi- 

ty, Joun East put his duty and his constituents ahead of his colleagues on 

both sides of the aisle.” 

Jesse Helms, who had the sad duty of carrying the tragic news to Sis East, 

was all but desolate. He said, ‘““The Senate has lost a brilliant and effective 

voice for freedom, and those of us who were privileged to know him and serve 

with him have lost a dear friend and a constant source of inspiration.” Senator 

Jeremiah Denton (R.-Alabama), who is an authentic expert on the subject, 

said: ‘‘No man I know of lived with more years of courage and achievement 

against great odds.” 

Senator East’s term in office was marked by many enduring contributions to 

the nation and to the conservative movement. He steadfastly promoted the 

right to life for unborn children, and was an articulate defender of the Consti- 

tution’s central concepts of federalism and separation of powers. JoHN East’s 

gifts as a scholar and orator and warm human being made him one of a rare 

breed of statesman reminiscent of the Founding Fathers. The courage, forti- 

tude, and sincerity that this great man brought to public life will be missed in 

the Senate, and always remembered by those of us he inspired. 
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Proceedings in the House 

Tuespay, July 15, 1986. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Hallen, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate agreed to the following resolution: 

SENATE RESOLUTION 442 

Resolved, That the Senate has heard with profound sorrow and deep regret 
the announcement of the death of the Honorable Joun P. East, a Senator 
from the State of North Carolina. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate communicate these resolutions to 
the House of Representatives and transmit an enrolled copy thereof to the 
family of the deceased. 

Resolved, That when the Senate recesses today, it recess as a further mark of 
respect to the memory of the deceased. 

Mr. HEFNER. Mr. Speaker, I offer a privileged resolution 
(H. Res. 491) and ask for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

House RESOLUTION 491 

Resolved, That the House has heard with profound sorrow of the death of 
the Honorable Joun P. East, a Senator from the State of North Carolina. 

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate these resolutions to the Senate and 
transmit a copy thereof to the family of the deceased. 

Resolved, That when the House adjourns today, it adjourn as a further mark 
of respect to the memory of the deceased Senator. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 

Mr. GAYDOS. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accordingly (at 6 o’clock and 30 
minutes p.m.), pursuant to House Resolution 491, the House 
adjourned until tomorrow, Wednesday, July 16, 1986, at 10 
o’clock a.m. in memory of the late Honorable Joun P. East. 
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Tuespay, July 22, 1986. 

Mr. COBEY. Mr. Speaker, on June 29 of this year, my State 

of North Carolina and the entire country lost a great patriot, 

Senator JOHN P. East. 

Senator East was born in Illinois 55 years ago. He played 

football while studying at Earlham College and then joined the 

U.S. Marine Corps. At the age of 24, he contracted polio and 

lost the use of his legs. 

But that handicap did not stop JoHN East. He went on to 

earn a law degree at the University of Illinois and a doctorate 

in political science from the University of Florida. He and his 

wife, Sis, also raised two lovely daughters. 

As an active citizen and eventually as a Member of the U.S. 

Senate, Joun East reminded us of something very important. 

He reminded us that, regardless of our handicaps, God has a 

purpose for every life. 

Senator East stood up for principles that make America 

strong. He was well-known as a modern day philosopher. He 

often quoted great Western thinkers, such as Plato and St. 

Thomas Aquinas. One of his favorite philosophers offered an 

oft-mentioned quote that exemplifies the principles of JoHN 

East. That philosopher, Edmund Burke, stated that, “The 

only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to 

do nothing.” 

Those of us who knew Joun East know that he did do 

something to preserve what is good about America. He spoke 

out for the right to life of innocent unborn children, for a 

strong America, and for a deterrent to the tyranny of commu- 

nism. His articulate, well-thought-out arguments enhanced the 

debate in Congress. 

As a lawyer, Senator East took a special interest in the judi- 

ciary of our country. He served on the Senate Judiciary Com- 

mittee and was chairman of the Subcommittee on Courts. He 

believed strongly in judicial restraint. I recall him asking fre- 

quently, when pointing out the mistakes of the judiciary, “Who 

judges the judges?”’ 
While I greatly respect Joun East for his intellect and his 

great spirit, I will remember him most as someone who was 

always enjoyable to be around. He was a warm, caring person 

and he had a fine sense of humor. 
Joun East also loved God and sought God’s wisdom. He 

read his Bible often, underlining key passages and making 

notes in the margin. Although we cannot understand fully why 

he left us, we can look back and be thankful we knew this spe- 
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cial man. His remarkable success, achieved despite many politi- 
cal and personal obstacles, serves as a lesson to all who knew 
him. 

I shared many moments with JoHN East, and I learned a 
great deal from him. I and many others around the country 
will miss him very much. 
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[From the Greenville (NC) News, June 30, 1986] 

From Corps To SENATE, JOHN East WAS FIGHTER 

People can share many of life’s experiences with their friends and family 
members, but among the things they cannot share are the pain and frustration 

that go hand-in-wretched-hand with personal illness. Some people complain, 

some find it impossible to talk about their emotions—but in the end they must 

bear the pain and heartbreak alone. 

No one knows the full extent of the suffering endured through the years by 

U.S. Senator Joun East. That is what makes his suicide on Sunday difficult to 

understand. We were familiar with the confining effects of polio on his body. 

When East missed Senate session after Senate session last year, finally drop- 

ping any re-election plans, we knew that East’s setback from a glandular con- 

dition affecting his thyroid in fact was a serious one. But we didn’t know the 

pain. 

We debated the political repercussions of his health problems—they were 

finite and therefore manageable by our limited human capacities—but we were 

unable to evaluate the repercussions on the man himself. We didn’t know the 

pain. 

And that is the way it always is and the way it always will be. It is difficult to 

define one’s own breaking point, let alone someone else’s. Hence suicide fre- 

quently comes as a shock to even the closest of family members and friends. 

They can never know the pain. 

It is a tribute to the man himself, though a poor reflection on us, that we 

probably came to take the courage of JoHN East for granted. We were more 

familiar with his strengths than his weaknesses. 

Here was a man who took his place among the few and the proud by joining 

the Marines early in life. A 24-year-old lieutenant in the Corps, nearing the 

end of his tour of duty, he contracted polio while swimming in the officers’ 

pool at Camp Lejeune. He would be confined to crutches or a wheelchair for 

the rest of his life. 

East returned to college, finally earning a doctorate in political science. He 

served as a professor at East Carolina, greatly exciting students there with his 

vast intellect. He allowed neither his Republican affiliation nor his physical 

handicap to keep him from political candidacies—running unsuccessfully for 

public office against first U.S. Representative Walter B. Jones and later Secre- 

tary of State Thad Eure. 

Just when it seemed East would never break the grip of defeat, in 1980 he 

stunned the political world by defeating U.S. Senator Robert Morgan in a dra- 

matic contest. He took Washington by storm—his shining head and sharp 

facial features becoming commonplace on national news shows. His ceaseless 

battle against legal abortions made him a hero to millions of staunch conserv- 

atives around the nation. 

He was a tough figure in the Senate, never backing down from conflict. 

East was unaccustomed to the role of quitter. The odds caught up to him in 

1985, however, when a series of health problems forced him to bow out of a 

re-election campaign. Despite his frequent absences in the Senate and pres- 
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sure from state leaders to step down, East was committed to serving a full 
term. 

His health had improved to the point that he recently expressed to friends 
second thoughts over his decision not to seek re-election. And then came his 
death. Because we know so little of the complexities of the human spirit, we 
are left wondering what obstacle could take away all hope from a man who 
had cleared so many obstacles before. 

East was a fighter. He fought polio, and he fought hypothyroidism. He 
fought big government, and he fought liberal politicians. Perhaps he just de- 
cided to take off the gloves—we may never know. 

What we do know is that JoHN East was truly, as Senator Jesse Helms re- 
marked Sunday, a profile in courage. Not blessed with good health, he made 
the most of his marvelous gift of intellect. The sad news of the senator’s death 
should give everyone, even his numerous political opponents, cause to review 
his own efforts at overcoming life’s difficulties. 

coy od 

[From the Greenville (NC) Reflector, June 30, 1986] 

FRIENDS Say East EprroMizED DETERMINATION 

(By Carol Tyer) 

Senator Joun East is remembered by his colleagues in political and academ- 
ic arenas as a man who epitomized determination in the face of adversity and 
dedication to his convictions and to other people. 

David Harrington, a Greenville resident who had East as a professor both 
in undergraduate and graduate school at East Carolina University, said, ‘He 
was the most intellectually stimulating professor I ever had. 

“There were mornings when I would get up not wanting to do what I had 
to do for the day. Then I’d remember that I could count on Dr. East to be in 
class in his wheelchair, totally enthusiastic and impeccably prepared for that 
day’s lecture as if it were a major lecture he was delivering, not just a routine 
class to teach.” 

Harrington said East would “do this day after day and make theretofore 
remote-for-me philosophers like Plato and Burke and Locke come alive so I 
never forgot them and what they believed. 

“The way he conducted his classes and his life was so inspiring, not just for 
me, I know, but for hundreds of students, whether they agreed with his politi- 
cal views or not,” Harrington said today. 

“He wasn’t a pal to his students, but he always knew every one of them by 
name, even years after they’d been in his classes, and was always interested in 
what they were doing. 

“I remember just a few years ago, I invited him to make a commencement 
talk at a school where I was then teaching in Washington, NC. He agreed, in- 
vited me to ride with him in his car, made a superb talk, and even refused the 
honorarium the school offered him, suggesting we use it for what would most 
benefit the students,” Harrington said. 

“He always emphasized the value of the individual human life and spoke 
against fascism as much as against Communism, because he saw in both the 
danger of putting the value of the state over the value of the individual” the 
former student said. 
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“He also emphasized the Judeo-Christian tradition as the basis for our coun- 

try’s value and saw danger for any society that would steer away from those 

values.” 

Harrington said he was hurt by the manner of East’s death, but he alluded 

to the Biblical story of Job which he said he has heard East tell more than 

once in answer to questions about why people experience suffering and seem- 

ing inequities. ‘Dr. East basically said there are some things that are not for 

humans to understand,” Harrington said, “and why his death would be this 

way is something that I may never understand. Regardless, I'll always be 
thankful for the contribution he’s been to my life.” 

Dr. Tinsley Yarbrough, an East Carolina University political science profes- 

sor who joined the faculty three years after East did in 1964, said, “JoHN was 

a very fine friend of mine for a lot of years. I was in Washington Friday and 

talked to him on the phone. He invited me to lunch, but I couldn’t make it. 

He seemed fine then, and this morning I had in the mail a note from him 

telling me what courses he’d be teaching second semester. He certainly 

seemed to be looking forward to coming.” 

Only last week East sent a letter to ECU accepting an offer to rejoin the 

faculty after his term expired, Dr. John Howell, ECU chancellor said. 

“This is a complete surprise to us,” Howell said. “We were talking in a very 

positive way about his return in January 1987. We deeply regret this won’t be 

done now, but the university will always acknowledge the tremendous contri- 

bution Dr. East made to the academic reputation of ECU.” 

Dr. Maurice Simon, chairman of the ECU Department of Political Science, 

said he spoke with East last week to obtain information about his return to 

the university. “He seemed in very good spirits,” Simon said. “We talked 

again about his return to ECU and he seemed very positive and enthusiastic. 

. . . It’s a terrible tragedy.” 
Dr. Larry Yough, like Yarbrough, a contemporary of Dr. East on the ECU 

political science faculty, said, ‘“‘JoHn and I were both political philosphy spe- 

cialists and our views differed, but I always found in him a man who could 

discuss and argue his views very articulately and without malice. 

“He was very popular with the students back in the ’60s and ’70s. He always 

had full classrooms. And last year, I had him come back to a legislative class 

and the room was overflowing, both with political science students and many 

others. He was a wonderful lecturer.” 
Janice Faulkner, who appeared with East on a debate show called Crossfire 

on local television for about two years, said she felt devastated. 

“He was a good personal friend,” Ms. Faulkner said. “I had a great affection 

for him. We never agreed on anything politically. We were at absolute oppo- 

site ends of the spectrum. Politically, I couldn’t have agreed with him, ever, 

but I feel a great sense of personal loss.” ihe 

The Reverend J. Malloy Owen, the Jarvis United Methodist Church minister 

where East attended services when he was in Greenville, will conduct his me- 

morial service. Owen said he last saw East about four months ago, when he 

seemed “remarkably strong and in good spirits. I couldn’t tell if anything was 

wrong.” 

NC State Representative Ed Warren said, “I am shocked to hear of JoHN’s 

death. He-was a good citizen, a good man to work with, a top professor when 

he was at ECU. I knew him and his family for a long time. His wife and daugh- 

ters were always supportive of the challenges he took part in. My heart goes 

out to them.” é 

Ed Walker, president of the Pitt-Greenville Chamber of Commerce, said, 

“The Greenville-Pitt County community is suffering from a great loss. JouN 
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East was not only a good man, but very knowledgeable and contributive to 
the events that affected all our lives.” 

Greenville Mayor Les Garner said he had ‘known Joun East for about 20 
years and I always admired what be stood for. He was a great person, not only 
in Greenville, but throughout the United States of America.” 

State Representative Walter B. Jones Jr. said of East, ‘‘He was a dedicated 
public servant. His entire life was spent helping others and he’s an inspiration 
to us all.” 

U.S. Representative Jim Broyhill, the Republican party’s nominee in this 
year’s Senate election and the man likely to be appointed to complete East’s 
term in the Senate, said, “I am shocked and grieved at the news of Senator 
Joun East’s death. He was my friend and colleague. He was a patriot and a 
leader of North Carolina and our country, a man of keen intellect and coura- 
geous stature. My heartfelt prayers go to his wife Sis and his daughters and 
their families.” 

Dixie Green, long a Republican party leader in Pitt County, said, “I felt as 
close to JouN as I do to my brothers. 

“‘Joun had a commitment to keep the treasure of America from slipping 
away. He was forever searching tirelessly for the best minds whose pronounce- 
ments, convictions and lifestyles stood the test of time—of immortality. The 
one who influenced JoHN most was Jesus Christ, his Lord and Saviour. 

“You always knew where JOHN stood. He was a very tolerant individual who 
enjoyed the input of people with other opinions, but who stood firm on his 
own. “Because of the way he lived his life, we are the benefactors of his talent 
and his contributions. He did more in his short life than most people ever 
dream of.” 

= 

[From the Greenville. (NC) Reflector, June 30, 1986] 

Joun East 

It was a sorrowful, often tearful, community which learned Sunday of the 
death of United States Senator Joun P. East. 

Senator East was a strong man, one who overcame the crippling effects of 
polio as a young man to become a lawyer, a political science professor at East 
Carolina and a respected political observer. 

He was a political conservative and a member of the Republican Party, and 
he was unshakable in his principles. 
Joun East sought office more than once on the Republican ticket during a 

time when election of a Democrat was virtually assured. 
Then, in 1980, political success came in a dramatic way. As a candidate for 

the U.S. Senate against an incumbent Democrat, East was the winner. He de- 
feated Senator Robert Morgan, who also had ECU ties. The next year JoHN 
East was sworn in for a six-year term as a United States senator. His Pitt 
County friends were certain he would represent our state with style and integ- 
rity, and indeed he did. 

In recent years, however, he was less active in the Senate and finally, it was 
announced he was suffering from a thyroid condition which was treatable. 
Later he announced he would not seek a second Senate term but would serve 
out this full term. Following that he appeared to be more active in his Senate 
role. 

The Senator showed us strength when lesser men might have failed. He put 
integrity, character and belief in democracy over all else. He could disagree 
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with his friends and still have their respect. The loss is especially sad to those 

of us in the community where he lived and worked for so many years. 

=e 

[From the New York Times, June 30, 1986] 

WARRIOR FOR THE NEW RIGHT 

(By Peter T. Kilborn) 

WasuIncTON, June 29.—Over his five years as North Carolina’s junior Sena- 

tor, JoHN P. East established himself as a persistent and an erudite warrior for 

the agenda of the New Right. 

On most of these issues he was closely allied with Senator Helms. He 

sought to press Mr. Reagan further than the President was willing to go on 

some issues, but sided with him squarely on others, such as aid to Nicaraguan 

rebels. 

In a statement from Santa Barbara, CA, Mr. Reagan said, ““The people have 

lost a great Senator and Nancy and I have lost a valued and trusted friend.” 

He called Senator East a “true patriot” and a lawmaker “who never wavered 

in his belief in principle and in his determination to keep our country strong.” 

Senator Strom Thurmond of South Carolina, also a Republican, said: “He 

was a man admired by his colleagues for his patriotism, a keen intellect and 

dedication to duty and country,” : 
Mr. East initiated only one major legislative battle, the bill to declare that 

life begins at conception. The bill went nowhere, but Mr. Woodruff said that 

for Mr. East the debate was as important as the lawmaking. 

Senator East had barely assumed his seat when he and Senator Helms dem- 

onstrated the strength of their commitment to conservative views when they 

cast the only Republican votes against approval of Caspar W. Weinberger as 

Secretary of Defense. They said that Mr. Weinberger was too liberal. 

Mr. East’s hypothyroidism last year and prostate gland surgery for removal 

of a benign obstruction required three or four hospital stays, his press secre- 

tary said. 

RESUMED ACTIVITIES IN FALL 

But by late fall, Mr. Woodruff said, the Senator began to resume normal 

duties and had been attending to his Senate business regularly this year 

through last week. =. 

He had also just received proofs of the book of essays he had written, The 

American Conservative Movement: Its Philosophical Founders.” It is due to be 

published by the Henry Regnery Company in Chicago. 

Senator East was often portrayed as the loyal shadow of the senior North 

Carolina Senator. But the men were not so close personally or in demeanor as 

they were philsophically, although they and their wives saw each other now 

and then socially. Clint Fuller, Senator Helm’s administratives assistant, said: 

“There wasn’t that much of an exchange, and the staffs didn’t work together 

closely. I think East wanted to be independent, and Helms didn’t want to be 

charged with being ‘Big Brother.’ ” 

Senator East was a quieter, softer-spoken, more reflective man than many 

of his Senate colleagues, Mr. Woodruff said. For Senator East, good legisla- 

tion had to be “rooted in philosophy,” according to Mr. Woodruff. “He en- 

joyed the debate more than the legislative process,” he said. On the other 

hand, when Senator East undertook his bill to define life as beginning with 
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conception, his opponents assailed him for summoning so many proponents 
of his own views to testify at committee hearings. The Senator extended the 
hearings to make room for other views. 

HE SWAM REGULARLY 

Although the Senator drove an automobile with special controls, he was 
able to walk with the aid of crutches and swam regularly in the Senate swim- 
ming pool and at home. 

Senator East was born in Springfield, IL, on May 5, 1931, and received a 
bachelor’s degree from Earlham College in Indiana, where he was a member 
of Phi Beta Kappa. He spent two years as a Marine Corps lieutenant, and re- 
turned to academic life after his 1955 bout with polio. He received a law 
degree from the University of Illinois, a master’s degree from the University of 
Florida and a doctorate in political science there in 1964. 

He was defeated in a campaign for a seat in the House of Representatives in 
1966 and in another for secretary of state in North Carolina in 1968. He 
leaves his wife, Priscilla, who is known as Sis, and two daughters, Kathryn and 
Martha. 

= 

[From the Henderson (NC) Dispatch, July 1, 1986] 

SENATOR East Was MAN OF COURAGE 

It is not always for us to understand such tragedies, but North Carolinians, 
regardless of political preferences, have been shocked and distressed by the 
untimely death of U.S. Senator Joun East, the Tar Heel State’s junior solon in 
Congress. 

He was found dead in the garage of his home in Greenville Sunday morn- 
ing. Authorities have ruled that he died of carbon monoxide asphyxiation and 
that he took his own life at the age of 55. 

It is a sad thing indeed for North Carolina and the nation, as well as for his 
family and associates. 

He had been handicapped and confined to a wheelchair since he contracted 
polio at the age of 24 while serving as a lieutenant in the U.S. Marine Corps. 
Despite his disability, he went on to earn a law degree from the University of 
Illinois in 1959 and a Ph.D in political science at the University of Florida in 
1964. 

Senator East experienced additional severe health problems last year, re- 
sulting in his announcement that he would not seek re-election to a second 
six-year term in the Senate. Only in the past month it had been confirmed 
that, when he completed his term in Washington at the end of this year, he 
would resume his teaching career as a professor in political science at East 
Carolina University in Greenville. 

As a professor at East Carolina, he was indeed, as he once described him- 
self, “one of those rare creatures in academe, a conservative political science 
professor.” 

It was as a conservative Republican that he won election to the U.S. Senate 
in 1980. He never wavered from his principles and earned respect from mem- 
bers of both parties in Congress for standing firm in his convictions. 

Senator East overcame his crippling disability to become one of the most 
respected and distinguished members of the Senate. He was much admired for 
his valiant struggle against physical hardship. 
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He was a strong supporter of President Ronald Reagan and the Reagan ad- 

ministration and its policies. In a statement issued after learning of the Sena- 
tor’s death, President Reagan said, “Never flamboyant or interested in person- 

al acclaim, he was a quiet and effective legislator, who never wavered in his 
belief in principle and in his determination to keep our country strong. Even 

in the face of adversity, JoHN East put his duty and his constituents ahead of 
his personal comfort, earning him the respect of his colleagues on both sides 

of the aisle.” 

Whether or not one agreed with his politics, Joun East must be admired as 
a man of courage. His achievements in academia and in the political arena 

would be a credit to one who did not have to face such physical challenges. 

It seems likely that his physical problems were a factor in his decision 

Sunday morning. But we sometimes find that we do not know and do not un- 

derstand an individual’s internal stresses, the causes of despair, the tribula- 

tions of the heart or the personal conflicts that can become unbearable. 

Let us therefore not be judgmental. 

Senator JoHNn East can be remembered with admiration for his record of 

service. 

= 

[From the Greenville (NC) Reflector, July 2, 1986] 

Howe t Says PEOPLE MIsseD East’s HUMOR 

(By Sue Hinson) 

While many were speculating Tuesday about a replacement for the late Sen- 

ator JoHN East, others preferred to remember the personal side of the man—a 

side East Carolina University Chancellor John Howell said he felt people 

sometimes missed. 

Howell noted that a Washington magazine once described East as “‘the 

dreariest member of the Senate.” East was no such thing, Howell said. 

“The people around here who knew East would never have used those 

words to describe him. The people up there obviously didn’t know him, 

Howell said. 

East, a member of the ECU political science department from 1964 to 

1980, was an intelligent man, a very well educated man, a man with a quick wit 

and ever-present sense of humor, Howell said in an interview today. 

“If you were having a conversation with him, he would listen to you and 

then he would deal with your comments in a very thorough way which he did 

with a great deal of humor.” 1 

One such instance involved a campaign contribution, Howell said. 

“I sent him $10 when he was running against Walter B. Jones Sr. (to fill the 

unexpired House term of Herbert C. Bonner in 1966). East was a Republican 

and I was a Democrat so when I sent him the contribution I told him it was 

from the opposition. He sent a thank you note saying ‘with enemies like that 

who needs friends.’ 

“He could always come back with something like that that was light and 

funny.” Howell said. ie 

Herb Carlton, an associate ECU professor of political science, remembered 

East in much the same way. 

“When he decided to run for the Senate (in 1980), of course he had to take 

a leave of absence for the fall semester—he couldn’t teach and campaign. So 
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along in early October, I went to see JOHN to verify the courses he wanted to 
teach since he was due back in the spring of 1981,” Carlton said. 

“In the midst of the conversation, I asked JoHN ‘what are you going to do if 
you win?’ As quick as a wink and with the twinkle in his eye that everyone who 
knew him knew so well, he shot back ‘I’m gonna demand a recount.’” 

East dealt with his students in much the same manner, Howell and Carlton 
said. ‘He was serious about the content of the course, but he could draw stu- 
dents in and get them involved in discussions about issues without ever letting 
the discussion reach an impasse,” Howell said. 

A widely known conservative, East often switched courses with Carlton so 
their students could hear different viewpoints. Carlton remembered that East, 
when taking over his course, referred to himself as “the truth squad.” 

“The students loved it.” Carlton said. 
In addition to a sense of humor, East was also very knowledgeable. “By 

virtue of the fact that he was not out playing golf or doing some of the things 
people who had use of their legs did, he read a lot and kept up with what was 
going on,” Howell said. ‘“‘He was a very well educated man who had a degree 
in law as well as a Ph.D. in political science.” 

East put his knowledge to use in writing numerous academic articles includ- 
ing “Intellectual Decline on the American Campus,” “Political Relevance of 
St. Augustine” and ‘“‘Political Thought on Willmore Kendall.” 

vay — ed 

[From the Greenville (NC) Reflector, July 2, 1986] 

East EuULOGIZzED As ‘“‘MAN OF COURAGE” 

(By Stuart Savage) 

In the softly lit sanctuary of a Greenville church, U.S Senator JOHN East was 
eulogized Tuesday as a man of courage who was “willing to pay the price’’ as 
over 900 people, led by state and national government leaders, gathered for a 
memorial service. 

East, 55, “knew it didn’t take many people to influence a nation,” the Rev- 
erend Malloy Owen told mourners during the service. “It just took some 
people who knew what they believed, were thoroughly convinced that they 
were right, and were willing to pay the price of being different. 

“Joun East was willing to pay the price and he has,” Owen said. 
Armed with this knowledge, Owen said, East became a leader. “And before 

too many years, people followed.” 
East’s accomplishments were “utterly amazing” in light of the handicap that 

might have led lesser men to “crawl in a corner and watch television,” Owen 
said. 

“He was tolerant of others, always willing to listen . . . he loved his family 
and was loved by his family,” Owen said. “America is richer for having had 
him. Who will take up the torch of this brave man?” 
Owen praised East for his campaign against abortion and noted that he was 

a man who read his Bible. At a Monday visit to the East home, Owen said he 
examined East’s “marked up” Bible. “The markings indicated that he read his 
Bible,” Owen said. ‘‘He studied it. He knew it. 

‘America is blessed both by what he did in congress and by the positive way 
he influenced so many thousands of students during his teaching years,” 
Owens said. 
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‘Although we are stunned and shocked by this tragedy, let us go from this 

place praising God for this man of strong conviction i eae courage. » al 

Earlier the congregation sang one stanza of “Onward Christian Soldiers 

and recited the Lord’s Prayer. alee 

East’s wife, Priscilla, sat on the front row with her mother, Virginia Sherk, 

and daughters Chip and Marty. After the service mourners filed past the East 

family to express condolences. ; 

A Marine Corps color guard presented a folded American flag to Mrs. East 

at the end of the service. ; 

Owens, in an interview, said he kept the ceremony brief and simple at the 

request of Mrs. East. The Senator’s body was cremated. 

There were few flowers in the church. The family had asked that charitable 

donations be made in lieu of flowers. , 

But one arrangement with red, white and blue ribbon had a card that rea 

from: “The President and Mrs. Reagan.” ’ 

Transportation Secretary Elizabeth Dole as President Reagan’s representa- 

tive and Mrs. George Bush, wife of the vice president, headed the delegation 

of Washington officials that included at least seven U.S. Senators and the 

wives of others who attended the 2 p.m. service. rate 

Governor and Mrs. Jim Martin and Lieutenant Governor Bob Jordan led a 

delegation of state officials. ; A ses pth 

But most of those who attended the service were simply local friends 

East and his family. es 

East, an Illinois native and former Marine Corps officer, contracted polio in 

1955 and had used crutches or a wheelchair since. ie 

Polio failed to stop him from earning a law degree and practicing law “ye a 

year in Florida, before earning a master’s degree and doctorate in politica sci- 

ence and teaching at East Carolina University for 16 years before winning 

election to the Senate in 1980. 

But last year other health problems began to plague the Senator—a — 

tract obstruction and infection and a hypothyroid condition. Those ai ae 

were cited by East when he announced in September that he would not see’ 

re-election to the Senate in 1986. jad tied 

i i that a hai 
A police department supervisor Tuesday confirme: 

to his family, found near East’s body in the garage of his home, mentioned 

his health problems. 

Senator Jesse Helms, East’s political mentor, along with Governor Martin 

and their wives, sat on the front row across the aisle of the church from East's 

family. 
al 

Other Senators who attended the ceremony were Senate Majority re. 

Robert Dole, R-KS., Dan Quayle, R-IN., Howell Heflin, D-AL., Richard G. 

Lugar, R-IN., Alan Simpson, R-WY., and Strom Thurmond, R-SC. 

Senate wives who attended included Mrs. Pete Domenici of New a 

Mrs. Orrin Hatch of Utah, Mrs. Pete Wilson of California, Mrs. Steven D. 

da. 
Symms of Idaho and Mrs. Paul Laxalt of Neva 

qe members of the North Carolina congressional delegation—including 

Representative Jim Broyhill who is expected to be appointed to replace East 

in the Senate—were on hand, as were representatives of Martin's cabinet and 

members of the General Assembly. 
, 

State representatives Ed Warren and Walter Jones Jr. attended as official 

i ere 
representatives of the House. State Senators Bob Martin and Tom Taft w 

also present, as was Senator J.J. “Monk” Harrington of Bertie County. 
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Nationally known conservative leaders who attended included television 
evangelist Jerry Falwell, fund-raiser Richard Viguerie and Conservative Caucus 
leader Howard Phillips. 

Falwell, in an interview, suggested that a possible missed diagnosis of East’s 
health problems may have contributed indirectly to his death. 

Falwell said that during a dinner he and his wife had with the Easts earlier 
this year, “the Senator told me that a medical misdiagnosis caused him a great 
deal of personal suffering. It appeared that that—and other pressure points in 
his life—had given him some depression which led to the tragedy.” 

But Falwell declined to give any details. “I don’t think it would be proper for me to discuss what we talked about,” he said. 
Thomas F. Ellis, a Raleigh lawyer who engineered East’s 1980 upset of 

Democratic Senator Robert Morgan, said he could find no explanation for 
East’s suicide. “Nobody knows what is in the human mind,” he said. 

Ellis suggested that Martin should name former U.S. ambassador to Roma- 
nia David Funderburk to replace East. Funderburk was defeated by Broyhill in the May Republican primary. 

But Ellis said there was “a 
hill. 

Patrick B. McGuigan, director of the judicial reform project for the Institute for Government and Politics in Washington, said East’s term in office “was 
marked by many enduring contributions to the nation and to the conservative 
movement (and East’s) gifts as a scholar and orator made him one of a rare 
breed of statesman reminiscent of the Founding Fathers. 

“The courage, fortitude and sincerity that Joun East brought to public life 
will be missed in the Senate long-remembered by his many admirers. 

“I am saddened by his death,” McGuigan said, “but I will remember him for 
his life.” 

perfectly logical argument” for appointing Broy- 
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[From Roll Call Newspaper, July 3, 1986] 

Joun East 

AN INTELLECTUAL VOICE OF CONSERVATISM Is STILLED 

(By Robert W. Merry) 

During his nearly six years as a U.S. Senator, North Carolina’s Jon East 
gained a measure of appreciation from official Washington for what he was. Confined to a wheelchair since early adulthood, he was a man of courage who overwhelmed his handicap in pursuit of his considerable ambitions. He was a man of intellectual force who seemed 
cold and austere politically. 

But Washington perhaps never fully appreciated what Joun East represent- ed in political or intellectual terms. Probably no one in the Senate, or in na- tional politics for that matter, so clearly served as exponent of the traditional brand of American conservatism nurtured through the postwar liberal era in the pages of William F. Buckley’s National Review and a handful of scholary journals. 
Springing from the thinking of Edmund Burke, this conservatism was preoc- cupied with fundamental questions about the nature of man, about the pursuit 

of virtue within the framework of a free society, about the essense of Western culture. These aren’t normal preoccupations in American politics, a remark- 
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ably nonideological brand by modern standards, and there's little wonder that 

Joun East was far more effective as a teacher than as a politican. ca 

His efforts in both fields ended abruptly last weekend “oes sr ’ 

asphyxiated himself in his Greenville N.C. garage. Already na . oaree 

retire from the Senate because of health reasons, but he x a a on her 

resume his teaching career as a political science professor at Eas 

University. 

INTELLECTUAL STIMULATOR 

That career gained JouN East a measure of respect aed the yee we 

a fabulous professor . . . a real force,” recalls John Hy sage 1 ree 

the University of North Carolina’s business school, ins age ie eewaer oe 

East as an undergraduate in the late 1960 ae He made eg pt Ad 1 a 

you read, and he really challenged your views. Hyde pa Ss ne larger ag. 

personage on college campuses, the kind who could draw s 

mere promise of intellectual stimulation. werent OSES 

But as a politican he was something of a curio. He — peas apion 

Bee er vot tc tind of ieologital robotics that Senator Helms’ Coo 
lati i ith the kind of ideologi Im 

Pec map 4 come to symbolize. But Senator East wasn t as rigid as his 

reputation would indicate. 

jt good example was the abortion issue, with which ae ae a 

because of his efforts to undo the arguments of fetus viability ye ipet 

the foundation for the Supreme Court's hercguet Roe o reel out te 

Though thoroughly identified as an antiabortion po ania g sao smd penonee 

most ardent antiabortionists’ litmus test; he didn’t s - a pi ego 

abortions in cases of rape or incest or when a team of doc’ 

pregnancy could harm the health of the mother. lee. pi Sas 

In other words, he took a more complicated view ot saa png tent fa 

the most vociferous combatants on both sides of it, an Ase primar ai 

stem from his particular brand of conservatism and “4 - pana ge 

and their order of priority. “The act of rape is such a vi nae tyrone 

pugnant action,” he once told the Los Angeles a ye rence ep 

woman to carry the fruit of a rape—I couldn’t in good cons 

to do it.” 

CONSERVATIVE TENSION 

‘ , gs 

The complexities in JoHNn East's thinking stemmed in gga lg 

natural tension within conservative thinking, Sagae he pith ee Ae 

other conservatives, often sought to deemphasize. n ba me rer pu 

Conservative Mission,” he once described two strains in 

look—the libertarian and the traditionalist. Sprang 

“Libertarianism was essential in offering the dogs ee nie rd 

traditionalism was mcaprens to yee bat ald po ae Lari ig gp 

st strive towards the achievemen : 2 

po the public-policy goal is “the free man in pursuit of plies ngs 

These are hallowed ideals, pondered over the aig hii tl ys 

by some of the civilization’s great minds. mere! - eh pip coe 

conservatives considered themselves in the pnt Ga pice . a 

found constant expression in National Review an: fag . " s Ma a. 

journal for which Senator East frequently wrote. They 

lectual underpinning of American conservatism. 
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But they aren’t closely related to the recent rise of conservative politics fos- 
tered by Ronald Reagan and represented by the freshman class of Republicans 
now facing reelection. That political development stems, more than from any- 
thing else, from the GOP’s ability finally to speak with credibility the language 
of economic growth. And the tension between the libertarian strain of con- 
servatism and the traditionalist strain is one that Senator East’s party will be 
grappling with for a long time to come. It threatens to get very bitter and divi- 
sive as the party struggles with the social issues that were so important to the 
Senator from North Carolina. 

But as the drama unfolds, the spirit of Joun East will linger over it. He 
should be remembered as a man of intellect and courage who espoused a con- 
troversial outlook with force and humor. 

And inevitably he will be remembered as something of a tragic figure. In 
discussing abortion during his interviews with the Los Angeles Times, he ex- 
pressed his views eloquently: “To take life for no other reason than some idea 
of convenience and wantonness—back to theory, if you look upon life . . . as 
fundamental and precious, and I do, then you don’t take it strictly for the pur- 
poses of convenience and wantonness.” : 
Tragedy is revealed in such expressions from a man who later takes his own 

life, a man of substance, force and intellect who struggled—unsuccessfully— 
with the forces of the universe. 

Ba 

[From the Greenville (NC) Times, July 9-22, 1986] 

SENATOR JOHN East 

A REMEMBRANCE 

(By Donald Rutledge) 

The American flag on the campus of East Carolina University hangs solemn- 
ly at half-mast in tribute to Senator Joun P. East, who died at his home in 
Greenville early Sunday morning, the 29th day of June. He leaves a wife, Patri- 
cia, and two daughters, Martha “Marty” and Kathryn “Chip.” A memorial 
service was held on Tuesday, July 1, at 2 pm at Jarvis Memorial United Meth- 
odist Church in Greenville where Senator East had worshipped. The Rever- 
end J. Malloy Owens led the service. Governor Jim Martin has declared that all 
American flags should remain at half-mast for an indefinite period of time. 

On the eve of this country’s birthday celebration and the unveiling of the 
100 year old renovated Lady Liberty, Americans mourned the loss of a man 
who dearly understood what fighting battles for independence and freedom 
are all about. The 55-year old East had been waging political battles on Cap- 
itol Hill against liberalism and what he called a weakened America while con- 
fined to a wheelchair with polio, a restriction he had been fighting since he 
contracted the disease in a Camp Lejeune swimming pool in 1955 at the age 
of 24, just one year before the polio vaccine was widely available. In the face 
of the news that he’d never walk again, Joun East remained confident and 
calm, as his wife Patricia “Sis” East recalled: “He put his arms on my shoulder 
and said “Things will be all right, Sis,’”’ she said, “And I knew that they 
would.” 

On May 5, 1931 in Springfield, Illinois, Laurence and Virginia East had a 
baby boy. They named him Joun Porter East. The East’s both college edu- 
cated with middle class backgrounds, raised their son in several Illinois towns, 

[ 108 ] 

  

the most notable being Eureka, where a father was schools superintend- 

ent and where President Reagan went to college. 

Joun East grew up with conservative ideals which were vara —. 

his upbringing and to his midwestern education. The East fami - rise we 

time Quaker, and had once lived in the Asheboro area before att . eres 

Michigan and Indiana around the time of the Civil We. East “ = vn 

that perhaps the move was prompted by the family’s aig Sa 

East’s conservative beliefs took firm root when he went to Ear! oe oe 

in Richmond, Indiana in 1949. It was there at the small Quaker hi he fon 

school that East was influenced by a number of epi n aae te So 

professors, including a former State Department official in ~ “4 aig 

velt’s administration. He was also deeply affected by reading William F. 

ley’s book, ‘‘“God and Man at Yale.” 
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roi he did in 1953 with a B.A. in political amen girs pone 

mental honors, graduating 5th in his class of (125. He as : ~ pisarbon ne 

debating team that won the national championship, and late 

Kappa honors. F 

= ee set high standards for himself and for reap sige at i 

College, he was a dormitory president, prowling the a ara a i 
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earned him the nickname of “the iron chancellor of Bundy “ Bs ae 

college friend Conrad Joyner. Still the guys found the wy fa ha Peis a 

Island hot dog and a bottle of beer several nights a wee e pad oe eh 

sure of school. One summer, East and Joyner worked toget i Oe 

helping to build a new school as part of a college-sponsored progr 

to the Peace Corps. : ‘ 
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cided to become a lawyer. He studied law at the Universi fs ee 

School, graduating in 1959, and practiced law for a year Ps 2 soma bern 

deciding that he’d rather teach. So back to school he went, 2 Sart dist 

ter’s and Ph.D. degrees in political science at the bog gre oe ‘abe * an 

doctoral dissertation, East wrote a book published by the r owl where 

Carolina Press in 1965 titled, Council-Manager weperie? ae ates 

Thought of Its Founder, Richard S. Childs. This book is en vom ead 

leagues to be the definitive work on the subject. Dr. Thomas ; 

i i i litical sci- 
professor at East Carolina University who worked with East in the p 

i on the city 
ence department called it “one of the most comprehensive works 

il-city management” form of government. 

“ie ruta sie to what was then East Carolina College to begin t 
wiped . 

ing political science—a career which would last 16 years, until his ion oe 

red in 1980. He came with “good credentials and very good peace 

i *¥ hn M. Howell, then chairman ani 
tions,” according to Chancellor Jo 

of the political science department and woe wes aera comet 

i lina University, While a professor at East Caro ra ah ata 

i i dern thinkers. His favori 
m the ancient philosophers to mo | \ 

ers were Plato, Cicero, St. Augustine, St. Thomas Aquinas, ye eT 

Burke. He Souhd common in their ideas “the acknowledgement t rater? . 

not self-created or self-produced. He is, in short, hg re c warm ' 

East’s favorite 20th century American political figure was the late yt pee 

A. Taft, R-Ohio, in whom he found the embodiment of Midwestern Rep 

i i i ho appreciates the central 
“I find in Taft a bright mind w pp seer pn 

each- 

theory, fro 

can Conservatism. Ta tenet = 

problems of our time—utopianism and collectivism.” Taft, 

[ 109 ]



  

“that you can be reflective and generate a degree of humaneness in the politi- 
cal system by lessening government control and regulation.” 

East’s conservative ideology is a bit of a rarity on today’s campuses and 
prompted him to remark in his 1980 campaign that he’d always been some- 
thing of a lonely figure, being a rather conservative professor in a liberal aca- 
demic world. But he was very well liked. “He was a very private person, yet at 
the same time, a very friendly and warm person. He was not a loner,” said Dr. 
Eamon. He was accessible to the students and was often seen between classes 
talking to a student about some idea. 

In the classroom, however, East’s true genius for debating issues came to 
the forefront. According to Chancellor Howell, “he was a keen debator; his 
students had to be careful in bringing up issues with him or they might get 
whipped (in the debating process),” adding that he was a “very popular lectur- 
er. He had a very good mind, a very good education, and a very keen wit.” Dr. 
Eamon noted that “as a well informed, intelligent individual, he understood 
the other side (of an issue) . . . and this, perhaps more than anything else, 
made him an effective debator.” East’s political persuasions were well known 
among his colleauges and students, and instead of downplaying this, he used 
it to stimulate lively debate. Provocative in his methods, he might outline the 
liberal and conservative viewpoints, and sometimes used this Socratic method, 
a difficult but effective tool. “He wanted students to think,” says Dr. Eamon, 
and “he had high standards—not unreasonable—but high.” 

East’s political career began in 1966 while he was a political science profes- 
sor. He ran for Congress and lost to Ist District Congressman Walter B. 
Jones, gaining 39.7 percent of the vote in a respectable first showing. In 1968 
he challenged Thad Eure for North Carolina Secretary of State, winning 44.6 
percent of the vote in a losing compaign, proving to disbelievers that he 
would be taken seriously. Finally in July, 1979, Thomas F. Ellis, then Chair- 
man of the Congressional Club, a conservative group founded by Jesse Helms, 
recruited East to run for Senate. As a Republican national committee-man in 
1979, East had worked closely with Ellis to shape a conservative platform. 

In the 1980 Senate Campaign, East narrowly defeated Senator Robert B. 
Morgan, D-NC, by about 7,000 votes in one of the most sensational Senate 
contests in recent history. A key issue in the campaign was the vote to release 
the Panama Canal from U.S. ownership. Senator Morgan had voted in favor of 
the treaty which would give up the canal, and East had used this fact as a 
major campaign weapon, saying that “‘it cut like a hot knife through butter.” 
EAsT was sworn in as North Carolina Senator on Monday January 5, 1981 in 
Washington, D.C. with his wife Sis and daughters Marty and Chip looking on. 

Senator Joun East was one of those rare leaders who took a stand on issues 
in keeping with his principles and philosophy, never straying from that line. 
This often made him a controversial and unpopular figure who strongly aired 
his views to Congress. EAst took an unpopular view in regard to the creation 
of a new national holiday in honor of the late civil rights leader Martin Luther 
King, Jr. He felt that instead of a paid legal holiday, it ought to become a 
commemorative day honoring all past civil rights actions and activists at no 
undue expense to the federal government. He suggested that it be called a 
National Civil Rights Day. East also opposed all Congressional pay increases 
because, he said, “in my view Congress has a long way to go before it earns 
an increase in pay.” In a similar vein, East returned to the United States 
Treasury $140,000 in taxpayer funds in 1982. This amount represented a 14% 
savings, which he believed would have enormous value if all federal agencies 
made similar savings. 
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Chairman of the Separa- ‘ , , $s During his term in the Senate, Joun East served a: formerly 
tion of Powers Subcommittee of the Senate Judiciary ee aatied ails 

chaired by Senator Samuel J. Ervin, Jr., D-NC, insisting oo om naeny weg ry 

for debating ideas and issues. He also served on the e phhor a sede 

sources, energy and judiciary committees, including the Com me till ii 

Services. In whatever function he served, Senator East constan oe rn ies 
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about the important concerns of today. Let us think of Joun East the husband 
and father, as we send our hearts out to his family in sympathy and in recogni- 
tion of a good man. 

= 

[From Insight, July 21, 1986] 

THE Man Wuo QuotTeD PLaTo, BURKE 

(By Myron Struck and Sean Piccoli, with George Archibald) 

The suicide of JoHN PorTER East, a North Carolina Republican, took from 
the Senate one of its strongest conservative voices—a politician whose 1980 
election helped President Ronald Reagan’s party gain control of the Senate. 

In his 5% years in the Senate, East appeared to be an ideological twin of 
his senior, Senator Jesse Helms. Helms had been political mentor to the 
former professor of political science at East Carolina University in Greenville. 

It was Helms who asked him to run for the Senate, and with the help of 
Helm’s National Congressional Club—which paid for an aggressive television 
advertising campaign—East won by slightly more than 10,000 votes out of 1.8 
million cast. : 

He espoused a conservative view punctuated regularly with quotations from 
Plato, St. Thomas Aquinas and Edmund Burke. His stand on issues—ranging 
from the reinstatement of school prayer to support for a ban on abortion— 
brought praise from Reagan, who called him, after his death, a “true patriot.” 

Citing health problems, the 55-year-old senator announced Sept. 17 that he 
would retire rather than seek reelection this year. The effects of polio in his 
youth left him confined to a wheelchair for 31 years, earning him a Capitol 
Hill nickname of “‘Helms on Wheels,”’ which he regarded as clever and com- 
plimentary. 

But he had been especially troubled over the past year by an acute case of 
hyperthyroidism, an illness that hospitalized him several times and forced him 
to miss a number of major votes. 

Before his thyroid problems, the senator registered one of the better attend- 
ance records on Capitol Hill. He backed the conservative coalition there to the 
hilt. He was one of the most strident party supporters and, except for 1983, 
backed Reagan at least three-fourths of the time. 

Often, in concert with Helms, he called for hard-line conservative positions. 
He and Helms voted against the confirmation of Caspar W. Weinberger as de- 
fense secretary, for example, on the grounds that the nominee was not enough 
of a hawk. He and Helms were also two of only three senators to oppose Mar- 
garet M. Heckler’s confirmation as secretary of health and human services. 
Asked by a New York Times reporter in 1983 if any disagreements had ever 
arisen between him and Helms, East said, “I’m not aware of any.” 

East led the fight to return prayer to public schools, and he scheduled hear- 
ings on an antiabortion bill which would declare that a fetus becomes a human 
being at the moment of conception. At first he even refused to invite pro- 
choice witnesses, though he later relented. 

East and Helms often teamed against legislation they opposed. They led a 
week-long filibuster in 1982 against an ultimately successful 25-year extension 
of the Voting Rights Act. 

More recently, when the Senate voted to condemn the regime of Ferdinand 
Marcos for widespread election fraud in the Philippines, East and Helms 
joined the nine-member minority of dissenters. 
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East was a staunch supporter of Reagan’s policies in Nicaragua. He castigat- 

ed House Democrats for suspending military and monetary aid to the rebel 

forces fighting the Sandinista regime and lamented what he regarded as public 

indifference to Central America. ‘“‘We’re going to lose Central America, as we 

lost South Vietnam,” he once said. “I hate to say it, but the average American 

doesn’t know the difference between a Contra and a caterpillar, or between a 

Sandinista and a sardine.” 

He did not serve long enough to rise high on the seniority totem pole in the 

Senate. In 1981, he was named chairman of the Judiciary subcommittee on 

separation of powers and most recently served as chairman of the Courts Sub- 

committee. He also served on the Armed Services Committee. 

In a statement from his California ranch, Reagan said East was “never flam- 

boyant or interested in personal acclaim. He was a quiet and effective legisla- 

tor, who never wavered in his belief in principle and in his determination to 

keep our country strong. He cared about the people of North Carolina in a 

special way and was immensely proud of being chosen to represent them in 

Washington. Even in the face of adversity, JoHN East put his duty and his con- 

stituents ahead of his personal comfort, earning him the respect of his col- 

leagues on both sides of the aisle.” 

East’s church, Jarvis Memorial United Methodist Church, was packed for a 

memorial service. A Washington delegation led by Barbara Bush, wife of the 

vice president, and Senate Majority Leader Robert J. Dole flew down in an 

Army plane for the tribute. The delegation included Republican Senators 

Strom Thurmond of South Carolina, Richard G. Lugar of Indiana and Alan K. 

Simpson of Wyoming, and Democrat Senator Howell Thomas Heflin of Ala- 

bama. 

Some of the talk before and after the service centered on whom Republican 

Governor James G. Martin would name to finish East’s term. His selection: 

Representative James Thomas Broyhill, the Republican nominee for the seat 

East would have vacated after the November election. 

News of East’s death left his political mentor “Gn a state of shock,” accord- 

ing to Helm’s wife, Dorothy. In a statement, Helms said the loss of East was 

“a tragedy of monumental proportions. The Senate has lost a brilliant and ef- 

fective voice for freedom, and those of us who were privileged to know him 

and serve with him have lost a dear friend and a constant source of inspira- 

tion. 

= 

[From the News and Observer (NC), July 23, 1986] 

SENATORS PRAISE East AS MAN OF CouRAGE, BRILLIANCE 

(By Bill Krueger) 

WASHINGTON.—Senator JoHN P. East, who committed suicide at his Green- 

ville home last month, was remembered Tuesday in the U.S. Senate as a cou- 

rageous man with strong convictions. 

With members of East’s family looking on from the gallery, more than a 

dozen senators paid tribute to the late North Carolina senator. 

“He was a profile in modern courage,” said Senator John W. Warner, R-Va. 

“Joun East was an extraordinary man.” 

Warner and others praised East for achieving success despite having to use 

a wheelchair because of the polio he contracted about 30 years ago. 
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“I think he set an example for disabled Americans,” said Senator Ted Ste- 
vens, R-Alaska. ‘‘There is no question that North Carolina sent a brilliant 
public servant to the Senate when they sent us JoHN East.” 

The Senate set aside more than two hours Tuesday morning to offer eulo- 
gies to East, a political science professor at East Carolina University before 
being elected to the Senate in 1980. 

Most of those speaking were, like East, Republicans. The Senate chamber 
was virtually empty as lawmakers spoke. 

Many senators spoke of East’s commitment to conservative causes, his intel- 
lect and his compassion. 

“Joun East never pussyfooted around,” said Senator J. James Exxon, D-Ne- 
braska. “You knew exactly where he stood and we all respected him for that. 

Senator Jesse A. Helms, R-N.C., whose political organization helped East 
win election to the Senate, kept his remarks brief. He noted that he had given 
a lengthy tribute to East when former Republican James T. Broyhill, R-N.C., 
was sworn in to East’s seat last week. 

East had announced last year that he would not seek re-election. Broyhill, 
who had been chosen as the Republican nominee for East’s seat before EAst’s 
death, is facing Democratic nominee Terry Sanford in the general election. 

“No senator ever had a finer colleague than Joun East,” Helms said. “I’ve 
never known a man with more compassion than Senator East.” 

Helms also spoke of East’s sense of humor, relating an incident when a 
press account described East as balding. “I’m not balding,” Helms quoted 
East as saying. “I’m bald. Helms is balding.” 

Broyhill recalled the first time he met East, in 1965 when East was running 
for the 1st Congressional District seat. 

“I was immediately impressed with Joun’s keen intellect, his firm convic- 
tions, and his devotion to his country.” Broyhill said “Those first impressions 
held: true throughout my friendship and professioal association with him. He 
was consistent in his attitudes and beliefs.” 

Senator Barry M. Goldwater, R-Ariz., said: ‘He had a brilliant brain. He was 
a very, very fine, decent gentleman.” 

Senate Majority Leader Robert J. Dole, R-Kan., said, “Despite his strongly 
held views, there was no one who didn’t respect him.” 

Senator Howell T. Heflin, D-Ala, described East as “a gentleman of high 
integrity. He labored throughout his life to benefit the people of this nation.” 

Senator Orrin G. Hatch, R-Utah, said: “One word comes to mind to de- 
scribe JoHN East. That is courage.” 

Senator William S. Cohen. R-Maine, said “He was a good and noble man, 
and I think his life has enriched all of us.” 

=e 

[From the East Carolinian] 

ECU Mourns Loss or SENATOR East 

Even though our country is based on different political views, we all share 
one thing in common—the grief that follows when someone dies. 
John East’s sudden death was not only a shock to those close to him, but to 

those he served during his capacity as a politician and scholar. 
North Carolina’s junior senator kept his ideas straight. He was articulate, 

enthusiastic and fair. 
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ECU will suffer from the former professor’s death as well. East was to join 

the Department of Political Science in January and share his wisdom of the 

democratic process with students first hand. 

For the near-20 years East was at ECU, he commanded—and got—respect 

from his students. He was a perfect role-model to all ECU faculty and alumni. 

As a teacher, he remained dignified and knowledgeable throughout his 

teaching career. His wit and eagerness to make others learn truly made educa- 

tion worthwhile. Former students say he could be counted on to be in class 

every day with a prepared lecture. . , 

He would argue his views with students, but never with malice. Once again, 

he was teaching the values of our government and the power of words. 

As a politician, East held conservative views that may have affected the stu- 

dents at ECU. But he once said, however, that he wouldn’t have done any- 

thing to harm the majority, so it must have been right. i 

The power of East ideals were substantiated by his belief in Jesus Christ, 

his Savior, who often gave East the courage to execute his actions that often 

brought criticism from his opponents. 

We will remember East for the man he was—a strong individual who over- 

came polio as a young man and a respected political genius who knew when to 

say the right thing at the right time. 

He was a very tolerant man who enjoyed the input of people with other 

opinions, and who stood firm with his own. 

ECU, the state and the nation have lost a brilliant man who stood for free- 

dom and for keeping the treasure of America from slipping away. He did more 

in his short life than most would ever be able to accomplish. 

The University will always acknowledge the contributions made by East to 

the academic reputation of this campus. 

Our hearts go out to East’s family, and to the students who will never be 

able to benefit from his keen knowledge of our government. 

= 

[From the Illinois Alumni News] 

U.S. SENATOR JOHN East Digs aT CAROLINA HOME 

U.S. Senator JoHN PorTER East, LL.B. 59, (R., N.C.), died at his home in 

Greenville, N.C., June 29, He was 55. 

East a member of the Senate since 1981, had decided not to run for a 

second term because of poor health. He was a paraplegic and had been con- 

fined to a wheelchair since 1955. 

East was born in Springfield and was the son of an alumnus, the late Lau- 

rence J. East, M.S. 27, a former superintendent of the now-defunct Illinois 

Soldiers and Sailors Children’s Home in Normal. 

He earned his bachelor’s degree with Phi Beta Kappa honors from Earlham 

College in Richmond, Ind., where he also played football and was on the de- 

bating team. : 

He was a lieutenant in the Marine Corps at Camp Lejeune in North Caroli- 

na when he contracted polio, just a year before the Salk polio vaccine became 

widely available. 

After a year of therapy at Warm Springs, Ga., East enrolled in the U. of I. 

to study law because the then-new Law Building was easily accessible to wheel- 

chairs. 
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East was elected president of the law school’s Student Government Associa- 
tion his senior year and was first-place winner in the Federick Green Moot 
Court competition. 

After graduation, he practiced law for a year in Naples, Fla., then enrolled at 
the University of Florida, where he earned M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in political 
science. 

He joined the political science faculty of East Carolina University in Green- 
ville in 1964 and soon became involved in state Republican politics. An unsuc- 
cessful bid for Congress and another for North Carolina Secretary of State 
preceded his Senate victory in 1980. 

East served on the senate’s judiciary, energy and labor committees and 
chaired the judiciary subcommittee on separation of powers. He also sat on 
the subcommittee’s panels on the courts and on security and terrorism. 

A political conservative, East was closely allied with his mentor, Senator 
Jesse Helms, on many issues. 

East was the author of a book on council-manage government published by 
the University of North Carolina Press and was on the editorial boards of 
Modern Age and the Political Science Review at the time of his death. 

He is survived by his wife, Priscilla, and two daughters. 

=a 

In REMEMBRANCE OF A PIONEER 

(John Rufty) 

When I learned U.S. Senator Joun East, R-N.C., killed himself Sunday, I 

was doubly saddened. He once was my instructor and friend; yet tragically, his 
suicide may be all most people will know about him. 

We have a tendency to remember a person for the last big event in his life— 
or the most controversial event—instead of looking at the sum total of his 
contribution in life. I hope-that is not the case with JoHN East. 

His political views were far more conservative than most, but his courage in 
the face of adversity is the kind of quality all Americans respect. 

EasT was my political science professor at East Carolina University 20 years 
ago. His teaching skills were as feisty as his arguments with visiting liberal 
(and even modeate) lecturers. 

I can still remember the tall, prematurely bald scholar rising to full height, 
supported on crutches, and challenging Senator Albert Gore Sr., D-Tenn., to 
prove that political realignment would not work. 

Like many very conservative Republicans in the 1960’s East believed that all 
conservatives should move over to the Republican Party and those crazy liber- 
als and moderates like Nelson Rockefeller should move into the Democratic 
Party. 

I did not adopt his political philosophy, but I absorbed his perseverance and 
his recognition that the political system is not some dull game way off in the 
big city. It is people and ideas on every level from the drug store to the col- 
lege think tank. 

East’s conservatism was based on fundamental academic reasoning and 
study, not of fads or demagoguery designed to whip up voters; emotions with 
buzz words. 

Perhaps his greatest tragedy is that fame came late for him. He began run- 
ning in 1966. He was elected in 1980 after other people who followed his 
original lead had already been elected. 
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Commentators describe Senator Jesse Helms, R-N.C., as East’s mentor. But 

East was among the first Republicans who dared to run for state or federal 

office in the South—not in the popular Nixon years or the Reagan landslides, 

but in the 1960’s when journalists were questioning whether the Republican 

Party would survive. 

Florida’s own Republican Senator Paula Hawkins, also elected in 1980, often 

quoted the quiet senator and his ideas. a 

Running as a Republican in 1966, East came close to winning a congres- 

sional seat in eastern North Carolina—where, at that time, folks still broke 

windows on cars with Republican bumper stickers (including cars of some 

East supporters that year.) He later ran unsuccessfully for North Carolina sec- 

retary of state. 

Joun East's conservatism was very important to this country as a counter- 

point to the liberalism of senators like George McGovern and Jacob Javits. In 

a political scientist’s point of view, the pendulum must swing back and forth to 

match economic pulls and cycles of the nation. 

East provided a firm foundation for the conservative tone. Admittedly, 

some of his legislation, such as trying to declare in law that human life begins 

at conception, was a little bit radical for some. But there have many radical 

ideas from both ends of the political spectrum; they keep us from falling 

asleep in the middle. cs 

In Washington recently, I tried, at the suggestion of Hawkins, to visit my 

professor for the first time in 18 years. She said he had been depressed over 

his many illnesses over the past year. 

But, after being put off by his staff and loaded with other assignments. I 

didn’t have time to tough it out with protective aides trying to limit their sena- 

tor’s time to issues. I decided not to do my usual lunge past the secretaries. 

“T'll see him next trip,” I told myself at the airport Thursday. 

O 
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