
  

Polk Miller’s Dialect Recital, 
Hin Evening of Storp and Song on 

“Old Times Down South,” 
Delineating the Old Plantation Wegro. 
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Mr. horace Ff. Smith, sore manager, 

Jor 217, Richmond, Va. March 14th,1896.   : Mr. A.A. Thompson, ee 
Raleigh, N. Cc. 

My“ dea STS 

I am in receipt this morning of a letter dated March 143th from 

Laurinburg. He seems to be somewhat uneasy about his date, March 24th. He 

has the date all advertised and says the prospects are good for a good houSe. 

I wrote him this morning that the date would be all right and that I would 

write accordingly, and also said that I thought the letter he referred to was 

one which you had written before it was absolutely decided between you and I 

to take Laurinburg on the 24th, Now I have a suggestion to make and I trust 

that if it is a possible thing, you will act upon it at once. It is this: 

Please cut Washington and Henderson out entirely; I am afraid of 
these two places; I don't believe it will pay either Mr. Miller or the Fund 

sufficiently to warrant going. Please move Wake Forest and Chapel Hill to 

these dates. Mr. Miller commences on April 6th for a seige of nearly 30 

consecutive nights, and if this change is not made he will have to remain 

away from home until nearly the first of June, and if the change is made he 

can come home and stay for two or three days before going on his long trip. 

Please let mée hear from you at once. I would suggest in order 

that this might be closéd at once that you wire Wake Forest and Chapel Hill 

and ask them if they would take the 50th and 515t respectively, and if so, 

Let me know and I will cancel Washington and Henderson myself, that is if 

A MOST UNIQUE ENTERTAINMENT, BRISTLING WITH AMUSING ANECDOTES, QUAINT SKETCHES, PATHETIC ILLUSTRATIONS, AND OLD-TIME PLANTATION MELODIES 
(ACCOMPANIED BY THE BANJO) THE WHOLE COMBINING TO PRODUCE A MOST CHARMING AND DELIGHTFUL EVENING’S ENJOYMENT. THE ENTERTAINMENT IS IN NO SENSE 

A LECTURE, BUT IS ‘‘ AN EVENING OF STORY AND SONG.” IF YOU WOULD ENJOY A HEARTY LAUGH, MR. MILLER CAN FURNISH THE INCENTIVE.



Personal Commendations of Wir. Miller’s Recital. 
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Henry Watterson, Ed, Louisville (Ky.) Courier-Journal, says: 

‘¢ Polk Miller, you have the best one-man show in America,” 

Chauncey M. Depew, Esq., writes 

“T take pleasure in certifying to the ability of Mr 
excellence of his recitals.” 

Thomas Nelson Page, ‘‘Mars Chan” Etc. 

‘* Poik Milleris a great success, for he knows the negro, canitell a negro story 
and give the true negro dialect better than any man living.” 

Howard Saxby, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

“ What I like in Polk Miller is, that though he is not my wife, I can stand his 
lectures twice.” 

Hon, C, U. McElroy, Bowling Green, Ky. 

“What James Whitcomb Riley is to the Hoosier diaJect, Polk Miller is to the 
Negro dialect; both perfect in their line,” 

Rev, J. William Jones, Chaplain Univ, of Va. 
“Polk Miller and his banjo reproduce the negro of the happy days before the 

war, and his entertainments give the highest pleasure and satisfaction to all 
who hear him. I do not hesitate to say that it is inimitably done,” 

Ex-Governor Fitzhugh Lee. 

“YT know Polk Miller well. When he is sketching the ‘foe de war’ negro, if 
you did not know he was Polk Miller you would think he was a darkey o! 
olden time, and if you did not know he was an old-time darkey you would 
think he was Polk Miller.” 

Prof. J. U. Lloyd, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
“ Polk Millerisa wonder. I have heard him several times and could listen to 

him every night of the year, He is never tiring, for he is always original 
and sparkling. He is undoubtedly the platform success of the nineteenth 
century.” 

Mark Twain. 

Mark Twain, in his introduction of Mr. Miller at the Madison Square Garden 
Concert Hall, in New York City, said: “Mr. Miller is thoroughly competent 
to entertain you with his sketches of the old-time negro, and I not only com- 
mend him to your intelligent notice, but personally endorse him. The 
stories I have heard him tell are the best I have ever heard,” 

Joel Chandier Harris, ‘‘ Uncle Remus,” Etc, 

* Polk Miller is the humorist the country has been looking for, 
no one who can more aptly depict the real negro character or more faithfully 
render the true negro dialect, There is a live‘ nigger’ hidden somewhere 
in Polk Miller’s Banjo and you look for him to jump out and go to dancing 
when Miller strikes a string,” 

The Governor of Virginia says: 

Mr, Polk Miller is one of the best delineators of the negro character that I 
have ever seen. An evening with him is an adsolute pleasure First, his 
quaint imitations of the old-time darkey bring side-splitting laughter, 
and then, almost in the same breath, he moves his audience to Zears. He isa 
genius in his line, and what renders his entertainments more delightful is the 
fact that his anecdotes are gure, and replete with humor.” 

Cuas, T. O’FERRALL, 

. Polk Miller and the 

Bill Nye says: 

“Polk Miller does not advertise rocds he cannot deliver. He says he will 
describe and illustrate the Old Virginia Plantation Negro, and Iam free to 
say that he does it. After hearing the negro dialect given by a Canadian, and 
the folk song and dialect of the negro given in Cork ee Cockney at St. 
James Hall, London, Iam glad to hear Mr, Miller correct this misconception 
with the ~ cal thing. 

The Governor of Florida says: 

“It affords me pleasure to commend Mr. Miller, of Richmond, Virginia, as 
arefined and cultured gentleman, His name is a household word in his 
native State of Virginia, whose people always welcome him, not only as a 
citizen of the best Southern type, but as the best living delineator of the old- 
time negro character. His ‘recitals’ are entertaining in the highest degree, 
and no one willregret hearing him. Mr. Miller is a successful business man 
in Richmond, as well as a genius in his line. In all respects he is worthy 
of the highest esteem and confidence.” W. D. BLoxHam. 

  

| 
I know of 

| 
| 

| 
| 
| 

  

  

| Prominent Points Visited. | 

NEw YoRK, N.Y. 

BROOKLYN, NY. 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 

PITTSBURG, Pa. 

BALTIMORE, Md; 

WILMINGTON, DEL. 

WASHINGTON, D.C 

RICHMOND, Va 

NORFOLK, © Va 

LYNCHBURG, Va, 

RALEIGH, Neg. 

WILMINGTON, W.-C. 

COLUMBIA, S. G. 

| CHARLESTON, 5... 

ATLANTA, Ga 

| SAVANNAH, Ga. 

MONTGOMERY, , Ala 

| SELMA, Ala. 

_| NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
| LOUISVILLE, Ky. 

CHARLESTON, W. Va. 

| St. Louis, Mo. 

| JACKSON, - Miss. 

NEW ORLEANS, Le. 

Houston, eX 

CINCINNATI, = Obi0; 

SOME OF OUR AUSPICES. 

UNIVERSITY CLUB, 

Bi iy. 

SOUTHERN SOCIETY, 

N. Y. City. 

ALDINE CLUB, 

N. Y. City. 

TEACHERS’ ASSEMBLIES, 

Virginia, 
North Carolina, 

Sr. NICHOLAS SOCIETY, 

W.. Y.-City. 

NEw CENTURY CLUB, 

Wilmington, Del. 

HAMILTON CLUB, 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA, 

Charlottesville, Va. 

TRINITY COLLEGE COURSE, 

Durham, N. C. 

CHAUTAUQUA ASSEMBLIES, 

New York, Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, 

Georgia, 
Alabama. 

\MERICAN PHARMACEUTICAL 

ASSOCIATION, 

Asheville, N. C., ’94. 

DAVIDSON COLLEGE, 

Davidson, N. C. 

\ 

Repotorial Remarks. 
| —________—_=<«4] ¢ <> ¢ Be 

'Richmond (Va.) Times. 

“ The new genius of the South:”’ 

| Charleston (S. C.) Sun. 
“As anartist in his line he has no equal.”’ 

Atlanta (Ga.) Constitution. 
‘* Mr. Miller Znxows the negro.” 

| Nashville (Tenn.) American. 
‘Mr. Miller is a genius as an entertainer.” 

Charleston (W. Va.) Evening Mail. 
‘* Mr. Miller has no equal as a negro dialect 

delineator.”’ 

Montgomery (Ala.) Advertiser. 
‘* His entertainment is entirely out of the 

usual run.” 

Augusta (Ga.) Chronicle. 
Polk Miller is all that he is said to be” 

Washington (D. ©.) Post. 
‘Polk Miller kept his audience ina con- 

stant exercise ofits risibles.”’ 

|New York Tribune. 
Polk Miller kept his audience convulsed 

with laughter for a full hour.”’ 

Cincinnati (O.) Commercial Gazette. 
| “Tt was a well-pleased audience that left 
| the Auditorium at 10:30 last night.” 

: Richmond ( Va.) Dispatch. 
‘A better delineator of the true negro dia- 

lect and character than this charming Vir- 
| ginia gentleman never graced the stage.”’ 

, Houston (Tex.) Post. 
Mr. Miller doesn’t lecture, he just talks, 

plays the banjoto perfection, and sings Negro 
songs in a way that beats a negro himself. 39 

Wilmington (N. C.) Star. 
“A Virginia gentleman of the old school, a 

versatile writer, and last night proved him 
without a doubt a success in his chosen 
avocation.”’ 

Bowling Green (Ky.) Park City Times. 
‘* His entertainment was entirely new here. 

* * * The audience was convulsed with 
laughter at the ludicrous situations pic- 
tured.” 

Louisville (Ky.) Courier Journal. 
“The best commentary that--can be made 

on his novel entertainment is to say that 
nobody should neglect to attend his recital 
this afternoon.”’ 

New Orleans (La.) Times-Democrat. 
“The listener found it only necessary to 

close his eyes and imagine that he was enjoy- 
ing the peculiar prattle of an old-time 
darkey.”’ 

Wilmington (Del.) Morning News. 
“Mr. Miller’s imitations of the old-time 

darkey are inimitable, and it is useless to 
undertake to describe it. His work on the 
banjo aud plantation melodies were highly 
enjoyed:”’ 

Selma (Ala.) Journal. 
‘* The gentleman had scarcely spoken ten 

minutes before his audience felt asifthey were 
seated around the hearthstone of their own 
home, and that the speaker was one of their 
own home circle.’ 

New York World. 

“The St. Nicholas Society last evening cele- 
brated the Dutch Eastertide festival, the 
Paas, with a dinner at the Waldorf The 
President, Chauncey M. Depew, presiding, 

* Polk Miller, of Richmond, enter- 
ies the Society with a recital on ‘‘The 
Old Virginia Plantation Negro.”’ 

Brooklyn (N. Y.) Life. 
‘* Mr. Miller appeared on Thursday even- 

ing at the Hamilton Club, under the auspices 
of the Art and Literature Committee, andthe 
members were charmed both by his person- 
ality and wit. 

Baltimore (Md.) Sun. 
“Mr. Miller isan excellent mimic, and his 

dialect stories of negro life in Virginia before 
the war were enjoy ed by alargeaudience. Be- 
sides his stories, Mr: Miller sang a number of 
plantation melodies to his own accompani- 
ment on a banjo-” 

Philadelphia (Pa.) Ledger. 

“Polk Miller. of Virginia, an entertainer 
who has a happy, colloquial way with him 
that proves none the less effective because it 
is so unassuming, put himselfthoroughly ex 
vapporé with the soodly audience at the New 
Century drawing room last evening, He gave 
a‘ dialect recital,’ which proved an agree- 
able departure fr om the ordinary run of plat- 
form performances.”’ 

New Orleans (La.) Daily Picayune. 
“Mr. Polk Miller, of Virginia, was the 

show at Odd Fellows’ Hall last night. His 
lecture, or concert, whichever his hearers 
may choose to call it, is one of the most 
unique of ail that have ever been heard in 
this city. * * * The people seemed un- 
willing to let Mr. Miller stop. 

St. Louis (Mo.) Republic. 
“The evening of story and song for the 

benefit of the Methodist Orphans’ Home, 
given at the Germania Theatre last night, 
was one of the greatest—it might be said with 
truth—‘ howling successes “3¢. Louis has had 
for along time, ifthe shouts oflaughter that 
greeted Mr. Polk Miller’s inimitable Negro 
imitations were any criterion.” 

CHAUTAUQUA NOTES. 

New York Chautauqua. 
“An immense audience filled the Amphi- 

theatre with shouts of laughter at Polk Mil- 
ler’s pictures of negro life and manners in the 
old times -before the war last night. . Mr. 
Miller’s songs and imitations of typical negro 
characters were evidently true tolife. Mr. 
Miller’s stories were entertaining, and 
seemed to amuse the people greatly.” 

Alabama Chautauqua. 
“Mr. Miller is one of the finest men in his 

line known to the South. He can fairly make 
a banjo talk, and as for imitating the Negro 
of olden time, he cannot be surpassed It is 
needless to. say he will have a packed house 
to-night. 

Kentucky Chautauqua. 

“Mr. Polk Miller delighted the audience 
with plantation stories, dialect) recitations, 
aad Negro songs. His ‘banjo playing ‘was a 
rare treat,and the great audience went wild 
with enthusiasm. Nobody ever saw amore 
delighted crowd than the smiling one of last 
evening. It elicited much applause when ~ 
Dr. Davidson announced that. Mr, Miller 
would appear again to-day.”
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you wish to be releived from Such a duty. 

Mr. L. T. Covington at Rockingham notifies me this mom!’ 

that they have decided to accept March 23rd. I await your orders 

gard to this town as it might conflict with previous arrangements. 

might be that it would pay better than to run to Wilmington and then 

to Laurinburg. 

Mr. Miller writes that he is paying full railroad rates 

the Southern. I do think that is the worst corporation in the United 
  

States. 

Yours truly, 

*Dict.by HF .b.* 
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