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SILVER AND THEFARMERS.
The American {armer has
como to un¢ ingis wi
He bas been assured by t republican party
for the last ¢ rter of o century that he was
got rich as a result of the protective
that p ; ich gloried in the
1t said it would create by
8o high that the foreign pro-
afford to enter into competi-
him. The farmer has seen his
adily depreciate in market value,
while the protected manufacturer became a
multi-millionaire and went over to live with
and become himself one of the despised for-
eigners. In shutting out the foreign pro-
ducer the republican party had shus in
American products, and the restrictions thus
placed upon him have paralyzed enterprise
and made it difficult to oke out an exiztence.
Then the republican party and the goldbug
members of the democratic party who are in
it for its hurt, told the farmer that what
he wanted was less money. That the surest '
way to grow rich was to let a few monopo-
lists control the currency; that silver was an
obstacle in the way of these philanthropie
monopolists and would the people be so kind
as to removs it from their pathway and give
these plutocrats full sweep? To which

proposition the people made emphatic reply

in the negative. when they discuvered that
tho few monopolists had 1aore power than




all the psopie, and siiver was cast out into
the scrap-iron heap.

The result of this action is felt by every
farmer in the United States today. And
this result was foreseen by all who wanted
to see and who gave the matter thought. It
was in 1886 that Sir Robert M. Fowler, M.
P., a well-known banker of London, made
the prediction that—

The effect of the depreciation of silver must
finally be the ruin of the wheat and cotton in-
dustries of America, and be the development of
India as the chief wheat and cotton exporter oi
the world.

What wheat grower of the north and west
who has seen his product drop from $1 to
50 cents a bushel, what cotton grower of the
south who has been compelled to see his crop
rot upon the fields because it would not pay
to pick it, what corn grower who has used
his product for fuel because there was no
market for it—what producer in America
but knows that some blight has fallen upon
the happy prospects of a few years ago, even
though he may mnot 1.nder>,taud whenca it
came? Let us note the truth of Mr. Flower’s
prediction as shown by statistical reports.
In 1873, the year that silver was demon-
etized in the United States, largely through
the influence of the same John Sherman who
is now leading the republicar hosts of Ohio,
and who is at the same time chief counselor
of the present administration at Washing-
ton ou all matters relarmv to the currency,
India exported 73C 5 bushels of wheat. In
1892 India expor Led 09,()00,001) bushels of
wheat. In the matter of cotton India’s
growth as an export nation has been even
more rapid and, not content with shipping
the raw material, great mills have been es-
tablished and tbe cheap labor of India em-

ployved in thenanufaciure of caotton coods

"hiuh are now exported in vast quantities.

The twin policies of destruction, originated
and faithfully followed by the republican
party, bave all but done their work and re-
duced the plain people of the land to the po-
sition of humble -subjects of the most des-
potic, most da naez ous oligarchy the *world
has ever kaown. Thera is but one way to
save the weak and retrieve what is lost. The
baliot box is the place and the ballot the
cure-all. Every man worthy of citizenship
who would see the nation preserved from its
deadliest foes will see to it that no man is
elected to legislative place and power who is
not fully committed to the restoration of sil-
ver to its place in our currency system, and
the sweeping out of existence of the last ves-
tige of the ruinous protective legislation of
the republican party.




