New Berre, N. C. Jan, 25th, 1893
To His RExcellency,
The GCovernor:-
Si]ﬁ':—

On the I3th, of Tune last, the undersigned submitted to your
predecessor, Cov. Yolt, certain charges ageinst Messrs W, F. Lucas
and Adam Warner, Shell Fish Cormissioners, Copies of the charges
nreferred and the answer uof the Commissioners are enclosed.

The charges comprise allesations of grave REXRERRXAX direliction of
duty or of culpable ignorance on the part of the accused officers.
Your Excellency will percieve from inspection of the answer of
Messrs Lucas and Warner, that a majority of the charges, viz: those
numbered, 2, 3, 4, 6, 9, % I0 are, in the language of the answe
vadmitted to be true*, the only question raised in relation to
being whether mx mmk such achion as is admitted was taken,was arbi-
trary or proper and lawful or not.
undersigned it was and 1is contended that a

violation of the specific terms of the law is unlawful; %

an official of the State unde color of his office, to abbempt to

deprive a citizen, directly or indirectly, of his lawful rights and

}

priveleses, is an arbitrary abuse of power; and thab when the law
is so violated,and when such power is soO exepeised, and the viola-
tion and exercise admitted to have been done knowingly, the officer
by his own confession, is shown unfit for the position he holds.

The truth of the other charges was denied by the defendants, and

nov. Folt appointed a Commissioner to take testimony in relation to

-

them. e are informed that the commissioner has not yet reported
the result of his investigation; that the date of his report is

ling the report no acbion would be taken.

led to call the attention of your EXC@llengy




to the matter,

S e S R :
At the invitation and under the guarantee of the law we and some
three or four hundred others have invested large sums of money in
the purchase of oyster bottom from the State and in the improvement

of a portion of the area so purchased. We are under heavy penalties

Y

] .
to improve the remainder within a specified time, For two years any

N Ees Y

effort of ours in that direction has been practically prohibited
and duringe the last year we have also been,practically, prevented
Prom harvesting our crops. In addition we have experisnced a great
and constant harrassment and determined hostility to any and all ®
our operations,

If the forecoing had been the result of natural causes or of cir-
cumstances beyond econtrol weqwould not complain. Put when it is the
result of actions, not only arbitrary but illesal;and not only il-
legal but admittedly so, on the part of the very officers appointed
to promote and protect the interest with which we are identified,
we balieve that we have just cause of complaint.

In order thal some decision might, be reached and some investiga-
tion had of the conditions which had produced the notorious and
wide spread discontent, weformulated the general complaints into
dafinite and specific charges. In th#ir substantiation we have been
but to considerable expense, have experienced great inconvenience
and suffsrad much obladquy. Veb,notwithstanding the foregoing and z
also the admitted truth of the charges preferred, we,and all others
interested, stand exactly where we were before, without adequate le-
cal remedy and without redress at the hands of the Bxecutive.

As the files of your office will show, the undersigned have for
nearly two years,born, with exemplary patience,not only the system-

atic attack vpon our interest but an ignorfhce of our just complaifit

QAL




which is in con-

Your 0 !
LA i 3
r 0b't, serv'is.,




