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Mr, Elias Carr, 

Old Sparta, N.C., 

My Dear Brothert=<= 

Replying to your 

, in which you intimate your purpose to publish a private 

letter (and, if I remember, a confidential letter) recently addressed 

to say, that to you, in justification of your present position, I beg 

{I do not remember the phraseology of that letter, mor indeed do I 

ecnes anything about it except its general tenor. I know that the 

letter was prompted by the purest and friendliest motives, and while 

I have never én berinkaed Or expressed any opinion on public matters 

a whieh Iam afraid for the public know, yet you will permit me to 

Say, that such a proceeding would be so unusual, as you must admit , 

that before so doing, I am sure that you would feel that it would be 

fair and just to submit a copy of that letter to me for examination. 

Understand me. I do not ask this for the purpose of apologizing for 

any Opinion on public matters therein expressed, or for eliminating 

any such opinion, but simply that I may see that in the freedom of 

perfect confidence and true friendship, I did not use such language 

as might be misinterpreted and misconstrued by my enemies and the 

enemies of dur cause. Of course I kept no copy of the letter.    
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