e T -
- -..-.l.l .1.. = .
Ty

- I — S =

>

.
A

)

M

o

o4

M. D.

IR,

THI
SERIE

W
IN
VAV K

NARRATIV E

!
COND

NTS

istor
LVE
W E

]I
OF
).
NZO

ailors 1[
LORE

Jl

RSONA L

——
—
(=]
Tu
]
. |
_}
o'
r——
=
E tant
£3 i,
-’
Y
——
-
=
1-1 "
-
—

Bl a B R 11 Y,
T

4

Y
4
?
| Vs

% and
Pl
l_

ey
{

w

H |

1

/

/ l]]d

1

]
i ¥ Pl |
PR R Tl .-u-
L, .u_..-r.r.-....“-..-u._.-.hu.-l__. -
S ] .l-.-.._i -.... .' o

B i
-!-'In

-
il

L
._.H“v-.h.. o ; : . O R s
“*..L L] ..‘ [ & ] i b ”._ ¥ L ™ " .-“- |+.'.—_l..ﬂ.-.h
1 W - ! i X Li | ._ .l. - g w l..l.
. . - . . ._. - ._. .l
LL.-_I. .-..-..-.-.r .-.-.-. .l.'.rﬂ.__.-. -.... - ...n.r . .. . - l .. .....- .- .-__ .-l - .. .-_.‘
_ l _ . - .. .

|. .I .l .h.-.
28
o I

@ 4. L) I.l.._ - - ST e ir= . a n 5
1..__ t|1 E L e ; 3 3 ] g . -a il k e e -_-.1 [ = ] '
t@..ﬁ:%.w AR B R s S Ty T H.H.ﬁ:rﬁm.w.

- &

&

- ®
#

. +
TN

B - -- - - -
- * - - & g - " )
" w = ) | (] ] VR g il b 0 i i 3 g . L
kS '.l..l.l... .-uq .nﬁ .1‘- ¥ - .. 1 -..- . ' |.l ..- l". . & L] > .-l i - Ll .-I-. - L I.‘ .rll 'll.%
._W-.._ﬂ..._ MR e __.H___..H __.l..i—; / S e 5 LT . b 1 ot .. ! ,.,., - : ._..._..I_. .-l. ¥ i et )
; - -.1___..1!# e - v : - A . LN i M M & s #I_.I *a - e
' Lal Ll | A ¥ Thyy b e - . . . Rt e 7. ._1.1..." _r_.-r___.. | S T TR I S - .o ..__-.-..1.1._-.._71_-_!1-1.-_11.-#_...-“
F. ._..ugnlw_.ﬂrur H [ J i § Ll =3 . ) y . ¥ T ' X H y i L . ¥ . ] F .i.....u..+'.. - | .-I.‘ ._ﬂ_ .I. hs '3 l. ™ _.' » |
* ﬁm Jllm“. 7 A of = - . e i . J = B i . o b0 S 1 A g ¥ - ] I.r.-.I. .._.I—_I_.il .l.-.a.l..t. 4".}‘.
o+ 4 e .-]_ :t#r#r "..l..- o e i, # o & 4 Wy 1 N : - 1.-_....- . - = % ™ ._. & = 5 .-..l.- i.._-..ll ..H..hl. _-IL..
5 s . i [ L " 4 s & r . % i L n i E - " % = ey - " o™ B i et e - 2L}
gl .uwm. L.-..-IT*”M.t“.“ :__. _J.].I.u__.“ ﬂ .__..l ol ..,.J. : ! wls ‘ .__ I 3 P i T A bl o] .. . . : . hdh o gkt Mel g AN . “ .-.-.. | Etiaiiy g Mrl: ”. ..- H. : i _ . e it g “J Tmﬂ p ”Hﬂ _-I-..-_w-__- " L .nlﬂ”..li oy _..t:-..
- St ﬂ‘bﬂ' H ...ﬁ - ! IH._. |.I.E. .!. b _- A L ™ Ty B . ] ll ..l.-.i”.-_.....m.ll.-.- £ .... = ....-. . .| -l..l b..hl - o . ..- " '] P " l.-. " |._. - i - . +. 1.|.. .-.-l g ol N W W - .1 o gy e - l._. = w # 0 =T " L] - e l r .F H -l.ﬂ.-. I —.

- -
H._lu.f_..h-.._-..lhl“ ..l...'.l._.ln..-..-.ll. Ii..l...__ . .il- .- .-.... -.......n-... ey u a .-. 1...-. e Ry ...l ”......__. _.._....h.-_..._ i ) =3 i

!-I
LT 3
P_
".

e

-..:.!._.___._.. I UL N . T . PRTL_ l.......__.l.., asiliten




PERSONAL NARRATIVE

OF EVENTS IN THE

WAR OF THE REBELLION,

BEING PAPERS READ BEFORE THL

E ISLAND SOLDIERS AND SAILORS

HISTORICAL SOCIETY,

SECOND SERIES,.

PROVIDENCE :
N BANGS WILLIAMS & (U

| KX().




RBURNSIDE EXPEDITION IN NORTH CAROLINA.

BATTLES

ROANOKE ISLAND

Copyrighted hy
N. BANGS WILLIAMS

1880,

ELIZABETH Cl11X.

BY LORENZO TRAVER, M. D.,

[LATE ACTING ASSISTANT SURGEON UNITED STATES NAVY.)

PRINTED BY R
— FEEEMAN & co,
PROVIDENCE:
N. BANGS WILLIAMS & CO.

1880.




Copyrighted by
BANGS

1880

WILLIAMS.

BATTLES OF ROANOKE ISLAND

AND

ELIZABETH Cli.%.

'READ BEFORE THE SOCIETY, DeceMBER 10, 1879, ]

November 22d, 1861, I received my cOmIMIssIon as
Acting Assistant Surgeon in the United States Navy,
with orders to report to Commodore Pendergrast, at
the Philadelphia Navy Yard, for duty on board the

United States steamer Delaware. 1 lost no time 1n

arranging my business, In order that I might serve

my country at the time when the services of every
loyal man was required to assist in crushing the
hydra of rebellion. I found the Delaware not ready
for sea, but in the course of a few days time, after
all of the officers had reported for duty and the

vessel had received her armament and gone into
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channel to be Séen—nothing but one mass ot white
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The second engineer was the last to leave the

ship. He remained lashed to the mast until every

other man had left. Then climbing to the top-mast,
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of war was held on board of the Delaware, and 1t
was decided to come to anchor for the day, only five
miles from the rebel batteries. How discouraging,
when only a few hours before our hopes were buoyed
up with the prospect of giving the rebels a good
whipping, to have them blasted a few minutes later
by the sudden change in the weather.

Some three miles above, at the outlet of Pamlico
and the entrance of Albemarle sounds, were seen
eight rebel gunboats drawn up in line of battle,
ready to receive us. In addition to some twenty
gunboats, we had six launches connected with the
fleet, which were designed to land men, each holding
some thirty or forty, and each armed with a twelve-
pound howitzer in the bow.

Roanoke island, as you all doubtless are aware,
is two and one-half miles wide and sixteen miles
long, bearing a little to the northwest and south-
east, between Pamlico and Albemarle sounds, and
just inside of a strip of sand beach ranging from
one-quarter of a mile to two miles wide, extend-
ing along the whole coast of North Carolina. The
passage to be contested, situated between the 1s-

AND ELIZABETH CITY. 15

land on the right and the main land on the left,
was about one and a half to two miles wide, with
sunken vessels and a row of piles driven down, ex-
tending across the channel from shore to shore, some
ten feet apart, only leaving a passage-way just wide
enough for their vessels to pass through. This nar-
row passage was thoroughly guarded by five forts
on the island, and one large fort opposite, on the

main land, and with eight rebel gunboats drawn up
in line of battle, extending across the passage from
the island to the opposite shore, making the rebel
defences on both sides and ahead of the attacking
party, with- Pamlico sound in the rear. About two
thousand five hundred men manned the batteries on
the island, and at Nag’s Head, on the outer beach,
five thousand. Such were the formidable prepara-
tions which the rebels had made for defense.

The object of this “cheval de frise” was to prevent
the union forces from passing up Albemarle sound
and through the Currituck Canal and Dismal Swamp
to obtain a foothold in the rear of Norfolk and Gos-
port Navy Yard which were held at that time by
the enemy, making a very strong point for the rebels
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to hold, as it gave them an opportunity to build ves-
sels and 1ron-clads, one of the latter class, the Mer-
rimack, came near destroying the small naval fleet
left at Hampton Roads, in March, 1862, to protect the
fortifications at the entrance of Hampton Roads and
the mouth of James river—which would prevent the
rebel iron-clads escaping from Norfolk, and running
up the James, to join their forces at Richmond, or
running by Fortress Monroe out to sea and along the
northern and southern coasts, destroying the shipping
or whatever might come 1n their way. The destruc-
tion of our fleet by the Merrimack would have been
accomplished had 1t not been for the timely arrival
of the Monitor, our first iron-clad, or “ cheese box on
a raft,” as 1t was called at that time.

February seventh, at nine o’clock in the morning,
the weather was clear and warm, with a fair pros-
pect for a pleasant day. Ten o’clock, the time for an
attack had arrived, and the Delaware signaled to
the whole fleet to get under way. The enemy was
in sight, with their gunboats ahead, and the batteries
on the right and left of us, when Nelson’s famous

order, modified for the occasion, was run to the mast-

AND ELIZABETH CITY. Li

head of the flag-ship: “ America expects every man

to do his duty.” This was responded to with a thun-

der-peal of cheers from all the ships. The fleet now
entered Croatan strait, which is about one mile wide.
The vessels as they advanced through the contracted
channel stretched out about eight miles in length.
All of the fortifications were soon in sight, and the
whole upper half of the island seemed to be lined
with batteries. The first one approached was on a
spot called Park’s Point. Opposite this battery were
the sunken vessels and the first line of piles filling
the channel. Behind this barricade, the rebel gun-
boats were stationed, so that in case they were dis-
abled during the fight they could not be pursued.
At half-past eleven o’clock the first gun was fired
from the flag-ship, and a portion of the fleet immedi-
ately engaged Park’s Point battery, while others
opened their broadsides upon the fleet, firing across
the obstructions. At twelve o’clock we were close
to the enemy. They had fired some half dozen
shots, but all fell short of us. The Delaware fired
her first shot at fifteen minutes past twelve. The
firing rapidly increased, and the men were in excel-
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lent spirits, having had an extra ration of eroc.
Their jokes and laughter could be distinctly }?ea:d
between the discharge of the artillery. .

After the gunboats were driven afway, the whole
fleet concentrated their fire on the batteries. The
rebel troops, for some reason, did not vigorously
respond. The appearance was, that they preferreh
the shelter of the casemates, to the exposure of
standing by their guns. With glasses, the shot and
shell could be seen falling with great destructive.

ness 1n and around t S .
he enemy’s works. Many of

the gunboats approached very close to the shore
?md poured in with wonderful precision, and rapid-,
ity, their destructive fire. Huge shells burst over
our vessels, but caused no injury. At two o’clock
two new batteries opened fire on us, making five iI:
all.  The shells from our vessels set the forts on fire
and their destruction seemed inevitable. The ﬂames,
how:ever, were soon extinguished, only to break out;
again with renewed vigor a few minutes later. The
rebels had several large columbiads, and thev 1;01'l{ed
them with great precision, but still very li;tle dam-

age was done to our fleet, owing to the continuous

- —
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movement of our vessels backward and forward,

which caused them to get out of range of their guns.
All the rebel gunboats kept close under the protec-

tion of their batteries.
While the bombardment by the gunboats was going

on, the landing of the soldiers from the transports,
who were to co-operate with the fleet, began. A
hoat from the Delaware, with a reconnoitering party,

They were

had first been sent towards the shore.
fired upon by the rebels concentrated in the forest.

The Delaware instantly pitched a few dozens of nine-

inch shrapnell into the woods. No one could stand

this, and the rebels fled, and the disembarkation con-

tinued unmolested. Two thousand rebels, with rifles

.nd three heavy guns, had stationed themselves at
this point, to prevent the landing. The shrapnell

from the Delaware was so destructive, that, in their

flight, the rebels abandoned their cannon, and even
threw away many of their muskets, that they might

run more swiftly.
In landing the troops by General Burnside, the

o shoal that the launches could not ap-

water was s
to the shore, and the men had to wade,

proach close




20 BATTLES OF ROANOKE ISLAND

many times with the water to their waist, sinking
deep 1n the soft mud. This was very exhausting, as
every man had to carry his musket and heavy knap-
sack, and the water was icy cold.

During the action, one of the quarter gunners,
who had charge of the magazine, obtained a key
which fitted the spirit room, unlocked the door an;l
helped himself. I chanced to go below, and found
him and another gunner intoxicated, using threaten-
ing language about blowing up the ship. I hauled
him out, shut the door, and reported them to the
commanding officer, who had them put 1n double
irons. Fortunately no accident occurred, but the
thought of having an intoxicated man in the maga-
zine was anything but pleasant.

It was three o’clock in the afternoon when the
United States flag was raised at Ashley’s Harbor.
The cannonading was still raging at the batter}z It
continued unabated all day, and as the night was
clear and the range was perfect, it did not cease with
the going down of the sun. Nothing can be imag-
iIned more sublime than a bombardment by nighbt-.
The glare of the guns, so spiteful in expression; the
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roar of the explosions; the shrieking of the shells, as
if demons were howling through the air; the burst-
ing of the shells with meteoric brilliancy, and the
volumes of smoke rising in the darkness; all these,
blended with the gloom of night, presented a scene
which, once witnessed, can never be forgotten.
About one hour after dark the fleet drew off, and
was silent and motionless for the remainder of the
The land forces had indeed a cheerless pros-

night.
pect before them. Thoroughly drenched and chilled

by the cold wintry waves, they were compelled to

bivouac on the shelterless shore, without tents, ex-
posed to a cold north wind and a heavy rain. Their
The

discomfort through the night was extreme.
landing of all the forces from the transports had

been effected with the loss of but four men killed

and eight wounded.
During the naval conflict, the fleet had been se-

verely handled by the heavy shot from the batteries

and the rebel gunboats. Only a few of the crew

were killed and wounded on board the national
ships, although several shots passed through the ves-
sels. The ships were not damaged enough to inter-
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tere with the efficient action of the fleet, and all on Dghioie

the 1sland and in the vessels waited impatiently
v

cheered with hope, for the opening of another day
The morning of Saturday, the eighth, came. Tt
was cold and dismal. The landing of troops had

an attack on the rebels in their central stroi
They were obliged to pick their way through thick
undergrowth, and wade through deep morasses for
two hours, when they came upon the enemy; strong-

ly intrenched behind their ramparts. Their batt.ery
eing

c:ontinued all night, and towards morning the whole
sixteen thousand were encamped near the shore.
The Delaware anchored close to the shore to protect
them. At early daylight, the fleet opened fire upon
the battery which the rebels still held. About nine
o'clock, large reinforcements were conveyed to the
upper end of the island by the rebel gunboats.
While the bombardment was going on fiercely,
Lieutenant Jeffers was sent with eight gunboats ‘:o
remove the obstructions, in order that our fleet might
pass through into Albemarle sound. Firing from The
battery continued, still the fleet worked heroically un.
til the obstructions were removed and one by one the
vessels passed through the gap, and anchored above
in the sound. About the same time, the land forces
were aroused from their comfortless bivouac, and
started at early daylight, under command of General
Reno, for a three miles march up the island to make

“ musketry and a few field pieces.

seemed to command the narrow causeway, this b
the only path to the redoubt. General Foster’s
brigade, composed of the Twenty-third and Twent}:-
fifth Massachusetts and the Tenth (Connecticut regi-
ments, commanded by the young and heroic Colm-lel
Russell, immediately commenced the assault with
General Reno
oroped through swamps knee-deep in mud, in order
to obtain a more favorable position, and both men
and officers co-operated heartily and heroically 1n

this work. While thus engaged, General Burnside
was on the beach pushing forward, as rapidly as pos-

sible, the disembarkation of the troops, and sending

up reinforcements to aid the men in their aftack.

At this time I requested and obtained permission

: ) sist
from my commanding officer to go on shore and as
General Foster was un-

in caring for the wounded. |
his men with cour-

tiring in his exertions, leading
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ageous example, and selecting

the points in the
redoubt most favor

able for an attack. Accor
testimony, Colonel Russel] w

by his men, and as he w

ding to
a8 very much beloved

as cheering them on, a bullet
pierced his heart, and without a word

dropped dead. ants was

slow, but firm. At length the ammunition was e
hausted, and it became

to take the battery by

or a groan, he
The advance of the assail

X e
necessary to retire, or strive

a desperate charge.
Kimball, of the Hawkins Zouaves,

up and offered to lead the charge.

Major

just then came
“You are the
very man,” said General Foster,

“and this is the
Very moment.

Zouaves—STORM

THE BATTERY!” |[p
an 1nstant they started

, and sweeping like a gale
across the narrow causeway,

shouting their war-cry,
“Zou, Zou, Zou,”

with a roar which rose abov

e the
clamor of the battle.

The attack was so sudden
unexpected that the rebels hesitated for

bewilderment, and then fled

wounded uncared for.

and
a moment in
In & panic, leaving their

As they rushed aw

ay from
the fort, the Zouaves, with shouts

y Went climbing
through the embrasures into
T'he retreat of the rebels w

over the ramparts and
The vacated fort. as cut

AND ELIZABETH Cl'l:Y.

off bv the movement of General Reno 1n one dll‘{‘_}(.J]:
t10m ‘;axrllile General Foster pushed on at duuble:qm? <
fblh;wing in their footsteps. The hot ‘pursult was
ix miles by the national troops,
kept up for nearly six miles y . s
crowding them so closely that 1t gave l-:;l?diﬂ.m_ent
to rally. Colonel Hawkins, pursuing a ; ‘{,b i
route, overtook a body of two hundred re eﬁ , =
surrendered without a struggle. General Rt.inci t;e
in with a force of eight hundred rebels, unc e;
command of Colonel Jorden, and coml?elled thjm; ‘;0
an unconditional surrender. Ev:-:érytluug seeme hez
be working in favor of the national troo}ps, ;Tvortll
General Foster saw Colonel Pool,‘ from the i
Carolina Volunteers, with a flag of truce, appltl{:wir
ing him, asking on what terms he would ?icells <
capitulation. * Unconditional surreudel‘, Wi T
reply. ‘“How much time can we 11::1\76 for C‘!Uﬂfal‘ttb'l:‘;
ation ?” was then asked. “Only time tiu 1eplfill 2
your superior officer.”” This surrendm: incluc ul 1
‘t.he batteries, all the troops upon the 1313111‘(1',{115( :n
the defences. Over two thousand rebels thl‘L_ Uaud
their arms, and before five o’clock the stars

3
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stripes were floating over P
all fortifications on the is]

By this time the fleet h
ricade, and the p
the whole

ark’s Point battery, and
and,
ad pushed through the bar-

ational troops were in possession of
island, and the v

nected with Pamlico

Coast was clear.

ast 1nternal waters con-
and Albemar]e sounds. The
Roanoke island W
avy guns, with g ]

and munitions of war,
sand and five hundred

of the union forces.

as ours, and six
arge quantity of

with two thou.
prisoners, fell into the h

The union loss

ounded.

forts, forty.two he
smaller arms

ands
consisted of

forty killed and two hundred w

The following general order was issued by Com-

“ROANOKE IsLAND
10 the officers and me
lon of Roanoke Island

, N+ B, Feb’y 9th, 1862
nunder my com mand, e

L]
-

ngaged in the reduye.

Your efforts of yesterday

and the day before,
énemy, were alike worthy

against the
of yourselves and the

I thank you for them,
achieved,

Sacred cause
our glorious flag upholds,

and congraty-
late you upon the results ander-in-Chief

d, or could have desired
of courage, skill

No Comm

could have been more gallantly sustaine

4 more gratifying display and discipline,

AND ELIZABETH (.TITEF’.

- : ) A0 ish, and will
ret more work of the kind to accomplish,
We have ye FRARAR ACRRY,
leliver another blow to c¢rush the h},tlm of binf i
NN O : : sure yvou will «
. — 'llnvr-::-::tft], l am ¢ *
. s have already w
Frn[]l \\]l;lt I
oo Commodore L. M. GOLDSBOROUGH, 1
| T i ¥ 4 ¢ .[.li[],l_‘: H{ uaa-
icer (O nanding North Atlantic Blockadin, i
Flag Officer Comm: g

"
1'On.,

- _)11] . | - {- f_}
(=3 ) Il"' [
g : g : ’ ‘r I : - (-

A vigilant watch was kept through the night.
- |
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The inhabitants of
ants of the eit e
great anxiety. They did nﬁtat;?;i? il;eteVent i regard to the batteries, but plunged through the
1at the union shot and shell falling about her in a perfect shower,
with the whole fleet following, and before the rebels

forces
S could p: goriasa
L
could recover from the shock of such an heroic attack,

Roanoke i<l:
hl;,;l:?r]];: l:land, and were unprepared for the disaster
e pon th(:jm. The rebel gunboats had . .. .
chored near the city for the purpose of = e the national vessels plunged into the enemy’s ships,
the resistance they could in c'leflcjhe of offering all running them down, and with sabre blows, and bay-
woe Akt v, onet thrusts, our men were upon their decks. Near-
ly every man was killed, wounded or taken prisoner.

As 800n ¢ high '
oon as daylight made its appearance, the squad

ron was again i '
L C n : :
5 motion, and when within five miles
A few of them, after setting their vessels on fire,

jumped overboard and escaped to the shore. Thus
ended one of the shortest and most spirited battles

land juttine . :
jutting out about a fourth of a mile in front

ont of during the war. It lasted only fifteen minutes from

the time the first blow was struck, until the stars

two rifled ocuns .
bt ed guns. The passage between the batte :
and fort was only half a mile b adal ' heroic action was but two killed and twelve wound-
1¢ S
, through ed. The crews who had escaped from the vessels,
in their flight set fire to Elizabeth City, and nearly

consumed the little village, consigning many families

river from the fort w '
fort was a floating battery mounting
J

whi
ich the fleet must pass to reach the rebel gun

boats. SDIT .
s. Inspired by Captain Rowan's a2

C O

to want and helplessness.

Soon after the capitulation,

City, and the surgeon connected w
aboard the Delaware, and asked Captain Ro

the mayor of Elizabeth
ith the fort, came
wan 1f he

engage t} y
I gi'bt l 1€ enemy at close quarters, the men im
nediate ‘epar ' -
\ely prepared for action. Orders w '
g - __ S were given
essels to advance under full head of st
ad ¢ eam,

- [ [ {—(_]\ | "
’ O ]_).'..I. .
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would allow me to g0 ashore to assist in

the arm of a rebel soldje

battle of Roanoke 1sland
Rowan th

amputating
r, who was wounded at the

- After assuring Captain

at they would return me in safety, T went

arriving at the houge we found
1€ poor fellow had more

the former

legs left than courage, and

had conve

yed him to a place where he
could not be found.

So I returned.

The following general order w
mander Stephen C. Rowan
beth City

as 1ssued by Com.
after the battle of Eliza-

" EL1ZABETH City, N. C., February 11th, 1862,

The Commander of the flotil

a In Albemarle Sound
himself of the e

arliest Opportunity to make
ment of the Coolness, gal]

cers and men unde

, avails
& public acknow]-
antry, and skill displayed by the offi-
r his Command, in the capture and destruction
of the enemy’s batteries and Squadron at Cobb’s Point. The

strict observance of the plan of attack, and the steady, but on-

ships without returning a shot unti W

three-quarters of g mile of the fort. éxcited the admir
our enemies.

ward course of the Ithin
ation of
articularly gratified
h discipline of the cre
least de

The undersigned ig p

at the
evidence of the hig

WS in refraining

from
gree upon the

tresspassing in the

private [H'u}n*]‘l}‘ of
defenceless people

, In a defenceless town,

31
AND ELIZABETH CITY.

$ “aid 1sh the flames
‘ous offer to go on shore and extinguish f
: ' : : 'y, upon
‘ch of a vandal soldiery,
ied by the torch of ¢ ‘18 widence
{[lil]llL{l 2 : l . i""':i a h[l‘l]{ll]i-'; eviade |
ss women and children, is a s =
: , fenceless wome : i
its own de ave ita ¢t 1n teaching
he justice of our cause, and must have its eflec lizati
of the justice : anitv and civilization.
leluded countrymen a lesson in humanity ai
our deluc v .
N Ty PN ¥ .“.\
Commander STEPHEN C. ROWAN,

lina.”
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