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Dedication of New Court House
AND

History of Wayne County.

It would seem that all Wayne county
had gathered in Goldsboro today to
participate in the most prideful event
in the city and county’s history—the
formal opening of Wayne county’s
magnificent new Court House, than
which there is none finer, and few
comparable to it in the South. And
we deem it of primal interest and
worthy of emphasis as cause for ad-
ditional pride to every citizen of
Wayne county that it was not only
builded in all its superlative beauty
at the common assent of our people,
as a public necessity, but its construc-
tion was supervised in every detail of
specification and executed to comple-
tion by native Wayne county boys.
only the plans of the building being
the work of other than home talent
The architects were Messrs. Milburn-
Heister & Company, of Washington,
D. C., and the builder was Mr. W. P.
Rose, of this city, a native Wayne
county boy, and hig associate, repre-
senting the architects, was another
Wayne County boy, Mr. J. M. Kennedy,
now a leading architect of Raleigh;
and the County Attorney, who attend-

ed to all the legal technicalities of the
building bonds, their drafting and

sale, and the construction contract,
throughout its intricate specifications,
with such consummate skill that there
was not a hitch from start to finish, is
Mr. Earle A. Humphrey, son of the
late Col. L. W. Humphrey, and a na-
tive Goldsboro boy; while supervising
the entire and exacting work, the
Chairman of the Board of County
Commissioners, Mr. I. F. Ormond, was

constantly “on the job,” and nothing

required in the specifications or es-
sential to the completeness of the
magnificent building was overlooked
or neglected, sustained and encour-
aged, as he always was, by the special

Building Committee, composed of him-
self and Mr. C. F. Herring, on the part
of the Board, and Mr. Frank K. Bor-
den, representing the cltlzens of the
ﬂnunty as a whole.

And today this court house is being
viewed and visited by thousands of our
county people, here for the celebration
of its formal opening, and a common
thrill of patriotic pride permeates all
bosoms over its substantial build, its
symmetrical proportions and superla-
tive beauty, and we are proud to be
able to present to our thousands of
readerg pictures in this issue of the
building and of the builder and of the
Board of County Commissioners and
County Attorney whose public spirit
and patriotism gave to our county
people the opportunity of building for
themselves the most creditable court
house in the South.

Owing to the absence of Mr. I. F.
Ormond, who was called last night to
Atlanta, to the bedside of a critically
ill brother, Hon. W. S. O’B. Robinson
presided at the opening exercises and

introduced Judge Frank A. Daniels
who then took charge of the pro-
gram.

In presenting Judge Daniels, Judge
Robinson paid a really brilliant trib-
ute to the occasion, the American peo-
ple—his home county people and to
the man he was presenting, Judge
Daniels, that was thoroughly appreci-
ated and applauded.

Judge Daniels then announced that
the exercises would formally open
with prayer by Rev. Jacob F. Hill, of
Saulston township, and that venerable
and beloved divine responded, and with
benignant countenance lifted heaven-
ward, uttered a beautiful and appro-
priate prayer that settled like a bene-
diction over his vast audience and will
linger in their hearts for aye.
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PRAYER BY REV. J. F. HILL AT THE
OPENING OF WAYNE COUNTY’S
NEW COURT HOUSE.

O, Lord, Thou who has created us,
who has preserved us and kept our
lives, and who hag given unto us that
knowledge, that instinct to recognize
Thee as the God of heaven, and the
God of all the earth, we come to Thee
with humbleness of heart and beseech
Thee at Thy throne of grace and ask
Thee, Lord, look from heaven, Thy
lofty habitation, to earth Thy foot-
stool upon us; forgive ug of any
wrong that we may have committed
against Thy holy and precious will;
grant unto us repentance for Christ’s
sake.

Now, oh Lord, we have come this
day to dedicate this temple of justice,
ard we ask Thee that Thou will bless
everyone in Thy Divine presence. Oh
God, bless these attorneys that are
here to defend those that may commit
wrongs. Help them to realize theilr
responsibility, and, oh God, grant that
they may be endowed with Thy spirit
and do justice both to the State and
their clients. Heavenly FKFather, bless
the officerg of this court; guide and
lead them to a faithful discharge of
their several duties. And we pray
Thee, Lord, that Thou will have mercy
and bless the law makers of our land,
guide and lead them that they may
enact such laws as will be according
to Thy will and beneficial to the peo-
ple.

We pray Thee, oh God, to bless our
nation; bless the President of our na-
tion and his cabinet, and guide and
lead them by Thy Holy Spirit in the
right. Bless our State Government;
bless our Governor, and we pray Thee.
Lord, that he may administer in his
office justice to the State.

We rray Thee, Lord, to bless the
Legislators, as they convene from
time to time, and may they be inspired
with a purpose to eract gsuch laws as
will be beneficial.

Have mercy, our Jather, upon the
juries that may be summoned from
time to time in this Court; may they
be guided in such a way that they may

render their verdicts according to Thy
holy and precious will.

Now, Lord, we ask Thee to remem-
ber our own Judge DL'aniels. FKFather,
bless him, guide and lead him; grant
that he may live many days upon the
earth to serve his penple.

Father, have mercy upon the pris-
oners incarcerated in the jail. Help
them to realize the enormity of their
sins and turn unto Thee that they
may receive forgiveness.

Have mercy, our Father, upon all
suffering humanity.

And now, Lord, we pray that as we
realize :from Thy word that the time
is coming when there shall not stand
one stone upon another, and all the
temples, and all that man has erected
must crumble to the dust, grant, our
Father, that we may so live and walk
before Thee that when the time shall
come that this earthly tabernacle of
ours shall be dissolved, and that we
must go into eternity, prepared or un-
prepared, before the judgment seat of
the Lord Jesug Christ, may our lives
be so hid with Him in Thee that we
may be able to hear His welcome
voice saying, “Come, you blessed of
My Father,” and that we may find
abundant entrance into that temple
not made with hands, eternal in the
Heavens. AHM of which we ask for
Jesus’ sake. Amen.

He wag followed by Hon. Earle A.
Humphrey, attorney to the Board and
Solicitor of the County Court, who on
behalf of the Building Committee for-
mally presented the Court House to the
Board, speaking as follows:

PRESENTATION OF WAYNE COUN.-
TY’'S NEW COURT HOUSE.

(By County Attorney E. A. Humphrey)

Mr. Chairman and Members of the
Board of County Commissioners, Fel-
low-Countymen, Ladies and Gentle-
Hen

To me has been assigned the duty
and privilege of presenting you this
day with Wayne County’s new court
house, said to be one of the handsom-
est structures of itg kind in the en-
tire Southern states.

On May 20th, of last year, you Wwill
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recall that you .wisely selected and
employed the most skillful and able
architectg you could secure, to super-
intend the construction of the build-
Iny according to plans finally sub-
mitted by them and approved by you.

On August 25th, about three months
thereafter, you awarded the contract
for its construction to a popular local
contractor and builder, who had en-
tered into competitive bidding w’th
a number of other builders, and the
wisdom of your choice in the employ-
ment of both contractor and builder
is, I believe, fully proven here today.

Then on December 1st, of last year,
just a year ago tomorrow, you ap-
pointed as a Dbuilding committee
Messrs. Chas. F. Herring, F. K. Bor-
den, and I. F. Ormond, with the last
named gentleman designated as Chair-
man of that Committee, to superintend
and personally manage and control
the work as it progressed.

The skill and ability with which
the Committee has done its work and
performed its duty are clearly in
evidence here today, and I believe
you will agree with me that it has
done its work well and deserves your
praise.

KEspecially do I commend, without
reservation, the untiring work and
labors of the Chairman of that Com-
mittee, who is none other than the
Chairman of your your own Board,
Hon. I. F'. Ormond.

Day in and day out, he has been at
his post of duty, inspecting and exam-
ining the construction £s it progress-
ed, and exercising personal control
and supervision of the work, and I
should feel derelict in my duty if I
failed to tell the good folks of Wayne
County that they owe him a lasting
debt of gratitude.

Before turning this building over to
you I wish to say, I trust we all vn-
derstand that it represents much r.ore
than a material structure where men
wather for the transaction of every-
day routine business, for trading and
trafficing one with anotker; it stands
for much more than that:

It represents a clearing house for

the adjustment of men’s rights; where
Justice is dispensed witkout distinc-
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tion as to riches or poverty, politics
or religion, creed or color.

Within its walls at all times the
wronged and oppressed should find
that principle rules, and that equity
prevails, while the State and the coun-
ty are protected from the violation
of law. .

And, Mr. Chairman, in presenting
this building I cannot but express the
pleasure’ of the Committee in pro-
viding officials of Wayne County and
members of the Bar with such accom-
modations, unsurpassed by any county
in the State of North Carolina.

I know they appreciate it, and I
know they deserve it:. They are a
worthy and industrious lot, especially
the lawyers.

Folks seem to think the lawyer
has an easy time, but it’s no such
thing; he’s the first man to help you
after the last man has turned you
down. He is expected to know the
law, to look after your business mat-
ters, and get you out of trouble: and
he is frequently imposed upon. Some-
times by a guilty client, when that
client goes to him with his tale of
persecution and oppression; a victim
of some of his enemies, etc.

Former Senator Morgan, of Alabama
was a great lawyer; and had been em-
ployed to defend an old darkey, a
former slave, upon the charge of steal-
ing a mule. The Senator worked
hard in behalf of old Mose, and made
a great speech to the jury, who re-
turned a verdict of not guilty.

After his client was acquitted, Sen-
ator Morgan turned to him and said,
“Mose, did you get that mule?” And
Mose replied: “Boss, it was dis way:
tefore 1 was tried I sorter thought I
did git dat mule, but since you made
dat speech I knows I didn’t.”

The time of each speaker has been
limited, I have been informed, and
I do not wish to transg—nss the rules
nor encroach upon the rights of others
who are to follow me.

I therefore, for and in behalf of the
Building Committee, present to you,
Mr. Chairman, and mercbers of the
Board of County Commissioners, and
to your successors in office, in trust
for and as custodians of the citizens
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of Wayne County, this\ magnificent
property, to have and to hold to the
<z00d people of thig County as tenaats
in common, in fee-simple, to use and
enjoy forever.

On leaving the city last night Mr.
Ormond expressed a desire that Col.
W. T. Dortch of the city bar, should
represent him in formally acg¢epting
the Court House for the county, and
this Col. Dortch did admirably,
even on but a few moments’ notice,
speaking elogquently for the people of
the county their appreciation of this
commodious, modern and most cred-
itable court house and their thanks
to the Board of County Commissioners
for co-operating with them in building
it.

Col. Dortch was followed by Col
Jos. E. Robinson, who had been dele-
gated to present the N. C. Flag, on
behalf of Gimble Brothers Company,
of Philadelphia, and he spoke as fol-
lows:

PRESENTATION OF N. C. FLAG.

(By Col. Jos. E. Robinson.)

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the
Board of County Commissioners—My
Fellow Citizens: Today—this occas-
ion—marks a new and proud epoch
in the history of our County—a
county whose citizens have always
portrayed the most splendid quality
of patriotism: for patriotism is love
of country—love of state—love of
county, and loyalty to their lives and
welfare—love tender as affection of
gson for mother; strong as the pillars
of death: loyalty, generous and dis-
interested—shrinking from no sacri-
fice : seeking no reward except coun-
try’s triumph. Through the ages hu-
manity has burnt the incense of ad-
miration and reverence at the shrineg
of patriotism. The most beautiful
pages of history are those which re-
count its deeds. Fireside tales—out-
pourings of the memories of peoples
borrow from it their warmest glow.
Poets’ songg are sweetest when they
echo its whisperings: orators most
potent when they attune their speech
to its inspiration. The patriotism of

!

 the exiled Hebrews exhaled itself in

a canticle of religion which Jehovah
inspired, and which has been trans-
mited as the inheritance from God’s
people to the nations of all times:—
“Upon the rivers of Balbylon, there
we sat and wept when we remembered
vion. If I forget thee, O, Jerusalem,
let my right-hand be forgutten Let
my tongue cleave to my jaws if 1 do
not remember thee—if I do not make
Jerusalem the beginning of my joy.”

The value of patriotism to a people
cannot be estimated. It is above gold
and precious stones—above commerce
and industry—abo've citadels and \/ar-
ships. Patriotism ig the vital spark
of the State’s honor: the living fount
of the State’s prosperity, the strong
shield of the State’s safety: itg effu-
sion is the fragrant flowering of the
purest and noblest sentiments of the
heart: but it attaing its full force and
beauty only where minds are elevated
and hearts are generous.

That the minds and hearts of Wayne
County’s citizens are elevated and
s enerous finds most creditable proof
and expression in this magnificent
court House, which they have builded
to the godde.s of Justice—and ag a
shrine of our progress and public
spirit, at which generations coming
after us may gather to con the lesson
of patriotism here perpetuated and
catch the ennobling inspiration of
high resolve. And over this structure
—the common pride of our county
people—shall float the flag of our glor-
ious commonwealth; and it is now
my prideful privilege to present that
flag—the most inspiring object tn.ut
th: eyes of patriotic North Carolinians
ever beheld: there is no such red in
summer rose—in sparkling wine or
sunset glow: no such white in winter
snow, in dogwood bloom or floating
cloud: no such blue in woman’s eye, in
ocean’s depths or heaven’s dome—no
such brilliant star in all “those ar-
gent fields above” as that which
shines from the unfurled flag of North
Carolina—“Heaven’s blessings attend
her: While we live we will cherish,
protect and defend her!”

Mr. S. F. Teague, of the city Lar

had been delegated to receive this

FER PP s AR A ke R g VR AL R
114 i_.rE'a.".' I‘I..'Ii.JTI_.:.:‘+|.I-i1+:‘i|-:*l“ll T!"‘
«TaldToialdrmin il b at R titatiTatiit

i 'jTI%h"ﬂmwﬂhhw*-rwwnnmmu-wwnirrmv*th‘t-hssﬁ“ﬂrﬁut A

-|f1"||.--l.p+ll.|.
ar-l|--|-.l--!-.|l1l ey

History oF Wavyne County. 9

flag, and thig he gracefully did in the ¢

following stirring words:

SPEECH OF ACCEPTANCE OF THE
NORTH CAROLINA FLAG.

(By S. F. Teague)

Mr. Chairman—Ladies and Gentle-
men:—

Within the last four months more
hearts have been thrilled and more
souls stirred with patriotic fervor
than ever before in the history of the
world; and millions of men have been
called to their colors and have left
their homes and loved ones to fight
for their flag. Within the past four
months thousandg of men have march-
ed into the face of cannon and have
charged into the thickest of battle
under the inspiration of their flag.
Yes, today, even at this very hour,
thousands of men lie bleeding and
dying upon the battle fields of ILu-
rope wrapped in itg folds, and hearts
and homes are left desolate that their
flag may be saved.

A flag! Only a piece of variegated
silk or satin. A flag! What is it in
a flag, which, when trampled under
foot, causes an entire nation to rise
as one man to avenge the insult? A
flag! What is it in a flag, which, when
waved before a company or a recgi-
ment rallies disorganized soldiers and
turns defeat into victory? A flag!
What is it in a flag, which, when
wrapped in its folds or sailing under
its banner an American citizen can
walk among the warring Nations
safe and secure ? A flag! 1t is to a
country what the cross is to a Christ-

lan or the crescent is to a Moham-
medan. It is a country’s most sacred
possession. A flag! It symbolizes
ideals, the freedom, the independence
and the integrity of a people,

And so, fellow North Carolinians,
this flag represents the most sacred
of our possessionsk~our ambitions,
our ideals, our freedom, our independ-
ence and our integrity. This emblem
of our state was first accepted for
North Carolina by the first Colonial
Congresg at Halifax, April 12, 1776.
This flag was born in an effort to
establish a state where freedom of
conscience, independence of thought,

Cm———

and justice and right should prevail.
it wag bought with the blood of our
fathers and floated over the state
during the perilous days of itg early
str'uggle. 1t was the standard of
those men who worked out the first
laws for North Carolina and for
Wayne county. Its motto was the

vt.0 of tbe men who established
Wayre county and built the ecourt
Louse which has ben replaced by this
magnificent structure. This flag has
come down to us as a priceless her-
itage, and we who have the right to
call it our flag, may well be proud of
our right.

It seems fitting therefcre, Mr. Chair-
man, that the flag of our fathers
should float from the most modern
and commodious court house in North
Carolina. This new court houseé is
a magnificent expression of Wayne
county progress and a shining ex-
ample of its people wishing ‘“to be
rather than seem.”

In behalf of the people of Wayne
county, therefore, Mr. Chairman, we
acecent with- thanks, from Gimbel
Brothers, of Philadelphia, this North
Carolina flag; and in behalf of the
citizenship of Wayne county, sir, we
pledge a new loyalty to the flag of the
Old Nortp State, and our hearty sup-
port of the principles of right and
justice which it symbolizes.

Next on the program was the pre-
sentation of the U. S. Flag, from the
Jr. O. U. A. M,, who had selected Col.
A, C Davis, of the city bar, ag their
spokesman, and in eloquent words and
forceful gesture and thrilling climax-
es, as is his wont, he performed the
duty asgigned him amid great en-
thusiasm and applause, the Junior
Order being in attendance in full num-
bers and regalia.

Judge D. H. Bland, of the County
Court, had been selected by the com-
mittee to receive this flag, and he, in
his own always graceful manner of

speech, accepted it in the following
words:

JUDGE BLAND’S ACCEPTANCE.

In accepting the U. S. flag, Judge D.
H. Bland, of our County Court, said:
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On behalf of the Board of County
Commissioners, who are the custodians
of this beautiful building,as well as the
guardians of our county affairs gen-
erally, it gives me much pleasure fto
accept from this great fraternity the
flag of our country. The Junior Order
of American Mechanics, as the name
suggests, is distinctively an American
Society. In the history of fraternity
it will be noted above all others, I
think, for its teachings of a genuine
patriotism, too often neglected among
a free people, and for its constant
display and reverence for the emblems
of our Nationality. The fear of God
and love of country are the foundation

stones upon which the society has,

erected a splendid structure and it is
determined that no effort shall be
gspared to impress these great princi-
ples, 80 essential to the welfare of
our Republic, upon the citizens of our
State and Country.

This beautiful Court House is in a
very real sense, the property of the
citizens of Wayne county, and yet it
also belongs to our State, of which our
county is an important part, and also
to our Nation, of which our State is a
distinet and important unit. With no
blush or apclogy to make for our past
history, we feel a just pride in the
great influence our State is wielding
in the National government today, and
we are looking forward with confident
anticipation to a yet more brilliant fu-
ture. It seems to me, therefore, to be
eminently fitting that this stately build-
ing, the capitol of the great county of
Wayne, should. be adorned with the
flag of our Nation, along with the flag
of our State, which has just been pre-
sented. This flag represents those
principles of government which our
forefathers won and obtained through
blood and tears, and of which we are
the inheritors without effort and with-
out price—those principles which are
proclaimed in our National and State
Constitutions and which guarantee to
every man the right to personal liber-
ty, private property and equality be-
fore the law. Our system of govern-
ment is founded upon a recognition
of the rights of the individual. It seeks
its authority in those incalculable
rights which God has given to every
man. Its stability rests upon that sound

discretion, innate honesty and natural
sense of justice which exist, in vary-
ing degree, in every man. This is the
temple of justice, in which those rights
are asserted and maintained, or for-
feited, according as the law framed by
our countrymen, applicable to the facts
as found by our countrymen may di-
rect.

Is it not, therefore, fitting and prop-
er that this new and stately Court
House should be adorned with the flag
of our great Nation? Itg inspiring col-
ors should be a constant call to every
county officer to render in every in-
stance the best service of which he 1is
capable that our system of government
may attain its most successful end.
It should be a constant reminder to
every Judge, juror, counsellor and wit-
ness that his country demands of him,
within these portals at least, that de-
gree of honesty and integrity upon
which only a government such as ours
can be successfully maintained, and
which will secure to our fellowmen as
nearly perfect justice as can be ad-
ministered by human hands.

Gentlemen of the Fraternity, in the
name of our Commissioners and the
citizens of our county, I thank you.

Following Mr. Bland, Mrs. C. F.
Taylor, regent of David Williams
Chapter Daughters of American Revo-
lution of this city, was introduced, and
in the following eloquent words pre-
sented the Bible provided by her

Chapter:

PRESENTATION OF BIBLE BY MRS.
CHAS. F. TAYLOR, FOR DAVID
WILLIAMS CHAPTER D. A. R.

Mr. Chairman and Board of Commis-
missioners of Wayne County, N. C.
Gentlemen: On behalf of the David
Williams Chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution, of Goldsboro,
North Carolina, we present this token

of our interest in and love for the

institution of justice and equity, an in-
stitution, which, next to national or
colonial independence and the creation
of a representative form of govern-
ment, was desired and made possible
by the heroic and victorious struggle
of our forefathers in the American
Revolution. This book, the Bible, was

HisTory oF Wayne County. 11

-— = = - e —

their inspiration, teaching, as it does,
the love of God, home and country.
It is, therefore, most fitting that in a
court of justice its presence is consid-
ered necessary and proper. And, so
long as the teachings of its Author,
the great Law Giver, are accepted and
followed, the service of this great in-
stitution, into the hands of whose rep-
resentatives we commit this copy, will
be conducted in accordance with the
desires of those who established our
Government and whose memories and
deeds the Daughters of the American
Revolution honor and perpetuate.

The Chapter which we represent, es-
teems it a great privilege, in present-
ing this gift to you, to indicate the
purpose of its organization. We desire
in this manner to express our devotion
to the administration of justice to
which this beautiful building is dedi-
cated. We wish to convey to you an
expression of the high regard in which
all the institutions of our community
and State were held by the soldier and
patriot whose name our Chapter bears,
and to pledge to you, the representa-
tives of the County of Wayne, our as-
sistance in the teaching of righteous-
ness, justice and liberty, and the doing
of loving and kindly deeds, thus pro-

e

- —

moting the moral and civic welfare of
the home of our fathers, and which
will be to our children a precious heri-
tage.

Mrs. T. A. Henley then rose and
handed the Bible to Rev. J. W. Gard-

ner, saying: “As Loving Deeds, Officer,
the presenting of this Bible is the first
work of the Chapter.”

Rev. Jno. W. Gardner had been se-
lected to accept this Bible, which he
did in an earnest and eloquent talk
that thrilled every hearer and he was
often interrupted by spontaneous ap-
plause—especially in his fervid words
expressive of appreciation of the late
Hon. W. T. Dortch, whose picture was
displayed, life size, from the Judge’s
rostrum, and eloquently referred to a
few moments later by Judge Rohin-
son, that brought tears to many eyes,
who remembered and loved the great
jurist. Judge Robinson stated that
the picture was only exhibited today,
but would at a subsequent meeting of
the bar be presented to the county to
be hung on the walls of the court
room. Judge Robinson then present-
ed Judge Daniels, who at once entered
upon the delivery of his comprehensive
and masterly address.
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Address by Judge Frank A. Daniels,

DELIVERED AT THE OPENING OF THE NEW COURT HOUSE IN
WAYNE COUNTY, GOLDSBORO, N. C,,
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Mr. Chairman, Gentlemen of the | may be administered with high pur-
Board of County Commissioners, La- | pose, that justice may be tempered
dies and Gentlemen:—I appreciate the | with mercy, and that the intellect may
very Kkind introduction of my iriend | be cleared and the judgment strength-
Judge Robinson. I cannot, of course, | ened by an appeal to the highest thing
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FRANK A. DANIELS.

endorse all he says about me. 1 at-
tribute a large part of it to his good-
nesg of heart and the life-long friend-
ship that has existed between us. I
have to return my thanks to the Board
of Commissioners for their invitation
that I should preside at this term and
my acknowledgments to my friend
Judge Connor, one of the finest and
most promising of our young judges,
and to our Governor that they have
consented to give me the pleasure of
being with you today, on an occasion
consecrated by the highest patriotism
and purest religion upon which rest
all our laws and all our civilization.
It ig well that the Bible should be
presented. It is well that ministers
should invoke upon this court and
upon this people the blessing of Al-
mighty God. I do not know any men
anywhere who need more the influ-
ences of the gospel in their daily lives
than those men who are called upon
to take into their hands the lives, lib-
erties and property of a great peo-
ple, the judges and jJurors of our
courts.

When I think of these preachers, of
this man who sits here before me,
Jacob F. Hill, who has been so close
to me all these years, and of that other
minister of the gospel, Jno. W. Gard-
ner, when I think how they have gone
through the length and breadth of this
county and this section of the State
preaching a pure and simple gos-
pel; when I think of the men
and of the neighborhoods in my
home county, which through their
ministry have been led into better and
purer lives, I feel like thanking God
and taking courage. Thig is their
place today. I have often thought that
of all the meetings that ought to be
opened with prayer, the courts of the
land are those, in order that the laws

that touches the lives of men, the gos-
pel of Jesug Christ.

It is well that the flag of this State
should have been presented—the first
State in the Union to raise its hand in
rebellion against tyranny, the first to
declare its independence, and to win
the first victory in our Revolutionary
struggle, and it is well that there
should be placed upon the walls of
thig court house the flag of this great
nation, and that under its ample folds
there should rest the flag of North
Carolina.

I am glad to be present on this oec-
casion for another reason. 1 am al-
wayg glad to be at home—and I have
not been at home much lately.

When I was up in the mountaing in
the fine county of Watauga, up close
to the sky, sitting as I sit now, looking
out upon one of the finest bodies of
men and women I ever saw in my
life, I was a little bit troubled ag I
looked into their bright, handsome
faces. I said, “I am afraid they are
better looking folks than my people
down in Wayne,” and I have been
afraid ever since until today when I
look into the faces of this splendid
gathering of our citizens; these men
of character, these men of courage,
and these home builders, these queens
who wield the sceptre and train the
youth of this land, and upon this band
of studentg from our schools—the hope
of future generations.

I am not afraid any more.

And now, Mr. Chairman, I
sire to congratulate you,
to congratulate the good
of this county upon the work
of your hands. I never came into
it until this morning. I did not want
to see it as it grew step by step, but
I wanted all of its loveliness to dawn
on me at one glance. I had that pleas-

de-
I desire
people
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14 HisTtory or Wayne CountTy.

ure this morning. You have erected
here one of the finest Court Houses in
the State. I have held Court in sixty
counties. I have not seen in any of
them a finer one; and if there is a
better arranged, more commodious and
handsomer building than this in our
borders, I have yet to see it. But you
were in no hurry about it, gentlemen.
I remember that the citizens ,of this
county had to get after you and other
Boards of Commissioners that pre-
ceeded you, and I expect if Mr. Hatch
would turn to his docket there he
would find on reading the reportg of
the grand juries, that they had said
I a dozen reports for a period of 10
years that the Board of County Com-
missioners ought to build a new court
house here.

But you "vere not to be stampeded. I
don’t know of any men in Wayne
county who can be stampeded and
particularly the men we put on
our County Board, our County Com-
missioners. They of all men that I
have known cannot and ought not to
be hurried. You waited and in the
fullness of time you took occasion by
the hand, and last year in an era of
our greatest prosperity you made your
plans, deliberately and sensibly, and
called to your assistance the best help
you could get. You employed, in or-
der to put your plans in proper con-
dition, one of the best architectg in
the country, Mr. Milburn, of Washing-
ton, D. C. After having done that, you
let the contract to one of your own
capable builders, Mr. W. P. Rose, and
you called to assist the architect Mr.
J. M. Kennedy, son of my friend Dr.
Kennedy, and one of the most promis-
ing young architectg of the State. He
and Mr. Milburn came often during
the progress of the work to look after
Mr. Rose and see that he was getting
everything in the right place and car-
rying out his contract.

The old building, the predecessor of
this, that had resounded with the elo-
quence of many of the best and ablest
men had served its time. Sixty-three
years had elapsed from the time of
the building of the old Court House
until you began the construction of
thig magnificent edifice. You did it
at a time when Wayne County stood

twelfth among the counties of the
State in wealth and population, and
when you had approximately a
population of forty thousand, I
ought to say that these gentlemen,
Mr. Rose and Mr. Kennedy came from
the township of the contractors who
built the original structure that stood
upon this site; and it is a good town-
ship to come from—named Grantham,
after one of your oldest families,
among the first settlers of this coun-
try.

Now, on this occasion so fraught
with pleasant memories, so consecrat-
ed as I have said by the purest patriot-
ism and the benediction of the minis-
ters of God, and in an age when we
have made more progress than in any
period of our history, on this the
134th anniversary of the holding
of a Court of Justice in Wayne
county, I regard it appropriate to refer
briefly to the histaory of the county
from its establishment in 1779 by vir-
tue of an act of the General Assembly
held at Halifax duriung the administra-
tion of Richard Cas vell, the first Gov-
ernor of the State of North Carolina.

This act provided that Dobbs Coun-
ty (named after one of the Royal
Governors) ‘“should be divided by a
line run through the middle part,
from north to gouth, and that the
western half should ke called Wayne
county” in honor of General Anthony
Wayne, a distinguished officer in the
Continental army, and that the first
session of the Court of Pleas and
Quarter Sessions should be held on the
second Monday of January, 1780, at
the home of Josiah Sasser on Little
River, Commissioners were appoint-
ea by said act to select a site and
have built a court house, prison and
stocks.

It may not be amiss to trace the
descent of Wayne. As I have stated,

it is the western half of Dobbs county.

Dobbs count;- was formed from John-
ston by the act of the General Assem-

bly of 1758, and included the territory

no~w embraced in Wayne, Greene and
Lenoir, all of which is described in
the act of the General Assembly as
St. Patrick’s Parish. The court house,
jail and stocks of Dobbs county were,
in 1779, located about 12 miles from

Goldsboro, near Bizzell’s mill, in
what is now known as New Hope
township, in Wayne county.

After the creation of Wayne, the
courts of Dobbs were directed to be
held at the house lately occupied
by Col. Glasgow, in the town of
I”’nston. 1 have talked with some of
our eldest citizens, who remember to
have seen the ruins of the Dop»Dhs
county jail near the mill.

Johnson county, named after Gab-
riel Johnson, perhaps the best of
our Royal Governors, was founded
in 1746 of the uppner half of Craven,
whicn was in 1722 one of the nine
precinctg which were changed in 1738
to counties. Craven was one of the
three precincts of Bath. All of these
precincts were embraced in the
cants of Charles II to his favorites,
who were known as the Lordg Pro-
prietors, and embraced a territory
much wider than the MNorth Carolina
of today, and extended from the At-
lantic to the Pacific Ocean. So that
Wayne may claim Royal descent, if
she wisheg it.

A short account of the conditions
In 1779 , and prior thereto, may enal.le
us to better appreciate the difficulties
cnd advantages existing at the time
of the estabilshment of the county.

Prior to 1730, the only occupants of
the territory now known as Wayne
county were Indians and wild animals.
At that time the population of the
entire state vas only 36,000. About
that year settlers gradually began
to come in, but there wag no general
movement of immigration before 1750.
Among the earliest settlers were the
Quaker families, the Edgertons, Hol-
lowells, Pikes, Pearsons, Deans, Cox-
es and others. At the time of the
establishment of the new county, the
population was about 5,000, one-fifth
of whom were slaves.

In 1790, according to the first cen-
sus of the United States, there were
4576 whites, and 1557 slaves, some
of whom were probably Indians, or
of Indian descent, it having been
customary to hold Indians captured
in war as slaves, which may account
for the characteristic Irdian features
and color frequently observed in the
descendantg of former slaves. The

A—4

names of the heads of families are for

the most part those best known to this
generation.

The largest slave owwer was Joseph
Green, who had 70. The Whitfields,
Needham, William, William, Jr., and
Lewis owned about 30 each:; Alex
Bass, Jr., 24; Edward Bass, 10; Rich-
ard Bass, 28; Charles Holmes, 16;
I av,” Jernigan, 26; Stephen Jernigan
24; Richard McKinnie, 16; Mary Me-
Kinnie, 16; John Adkinson, 10; Wil-
liam Rhodes, 15; Elisha Pipkin, 14;
David Cogdell, 21; Thomas Carraway,
12; James Tinsley, 10; Burwell Moor-
ing, 9; Ishum L. Lane, 6: William
Howell, Sr.,, 13; James Hanley, 8;
Htheldred Howell, 10; William Sher-
rard, 24; James Edmundson, 19; Wil-
liam Fort, 10; John Sherrad, 16; John
Minshew, 10; Isaac Woodard, 19; Eph-
ram Daniel, 11; Jessie Aicock, 3;
Shadrick Dickinson; 14, Bridgett Cobb,
15, James Cobb, 14; Nathan Cobb, 21;
John Barefoot, 25; William Hooks, 14;
Charles Hopkins, 10: John Herron,
Sr., 20; Sarah Ward, 17; Sarah Pope,
16; John Hanley, 11; William Alford,
11; Robert Hooks, 14; John Coorpen-
der, 11: Moses Stanley, 12; and Eze-
chial Slocumb—(an officer in the Con-
tinental army), 1.

In the foregoing list may be found
the names of many of our citizens of
today. There were many other slave
owners whose descendants still live
among us who owned from one to
twelve slaves, but the majority of
our citizens were never slave-hold-
ers. The principal businesg of the
country was hog and cattle rais-
ing, and the principal crop was
corn, though a small quantity of cot-
ton and tobacco was grown and the
turpentine industry Mmwas beginning.
A great epidemic in 1760 destroyed
seven-eighthg of the cattle of the
State. The cleared areas were small,
except in a few instances. The oldest
clearing in the county, and probably
at the time the largest, was the farm
of Josiah Sasser, upon which the first
court was held, which is now owned
by Messrs. I. F. Ormond and E. B.
Borden, and which has been, according
to well established tradition, in
continuoug cultivation since 1775, and
probably prior to that date.
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There were few roads and travel
was usually by neighborhood paths on
horse-back. Practically all the houses
were built of logs. An order in Coun-
cil, March 31, 1726, provides that “For
the saving of lands for the future,
every house shall be fifteen foot long,
ten Broad, made tight and habitable
of clapboard and loggs squared, with
roof and chimney place and a Door
place. The whole acre cleared well
and the major part of it broke up and
planted with either fruite treeg or
grain.” In the towns, purchasers of
lots were required to build houses 16
by 24 feet. Lumber was generally
sawed by hand and was scarce and ex-
pensive. There were few saw mills
and North Carolina produced only
about 150,000 feet of lumber a year
prior to 1750, and probably twice as
much in 1779. In the older settled
regions along the Cape Fear, Neuse
and Chowan a number of large and
elegant mansions had been built and
there was a degree of wealth anl lux-
ury enjoyed there which pres nted to
the traveler a striking contrast to
the humble homes and frugal lives cf
the people of this section. In 173v
there were only two water mills in the
colony, &nd grain was generally
ground in hand mills even to a much
later aate.

Clothing, shoes and hats were made
at home, home grown.cotton, wool,
leather and the skins and fur of wild
animals being utilized for the pur-
pose.

I nele that an irem of North Caro-
lina Export Trade in 1753 was 30,000
deer skins. In 1784, 71 bags of cotton
weighing 225 pounds each were ex-
ported to England from Charleston,
there being no export of cotton from
any other port, and seized by the
English Government on the ground
that the United States could not pro-
duce so much.

A traveler, writing just before the
Revolution, says: “There is but little
specie in circulation, there being no
occasion for it; for a planter raises
his own meats, beef and bacon, his
own corn and bread, his drinks, cyder
and brandy, his fruit, apples, peaches,
etc., and a great part of his clothing,
which is cotton.”

The cotton gin had a late introduc-
tion in this county; and before its ad-
vent, cotton was picked by hand from
the seed around the fireside at night,
and a shoe full was the task for each
member of the family from supper
until bed time. My friend, Capt. J.
B. Edgerton, informg me that he en-
gaged in this pleasant past-time as
late as 1845, and that growers of cot-
ton in the middle of the 40’s hauled
their cotton to Fayetteville to be gin-
ned. He remembers quite vividly,
that, as a boy, he accompanied his
father’s wagons on this long journey.
Some plantation gins operated by hand
were in use. The card, the spinning
wheel and the loom were necessities
in every well regulated house, and of
the matron of that day it might have
been written as Solomon wrote in
praise of the good wife:

“She seeketh wool and flax, and
worketh willingly with her hands.”

“She layeth her hands to the spindle
and the distaff.”

“She looketh well unto the ways of

her household and eateth not the bread
of idleness.”

From early times until the railroads
began operation, the transportation of
our products was so primitive ag to
excite the amused interest of the y.eo-
ple of this age, so familiar with rail-
1oads, steam boatg and automobiles,
anu soon to be equally familiar with
air craft of various sorts.

Our &ncestors rolled their barrels
of turpentine on the rough ground by
hand until they reached a water course
of sufficient volume to raft it to New
Bern. They carried their tobacco all
the way to Petersburg, Va. revolving
over bad roads, drawn by horses har-
nessed to axles skilfully placed in the
ends of the stout hogsheads contain-
ing the precious weed.

The surplug hogs were made to
transport themselves to the markets of
Fayetteville and Petersburg. Council
Best, father of Geo. W. Best, and other
large farmers of hig time and before
him, frequently drove 1,000 to 1,500
head of hogs along the county roads
[tom their homes to these marts of
trae. .

The late Probert B. Scott among
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others was so successful in raising
corn and hogs that he accumulated a
good estate and left each of his chil-
dren a valuable plantation.

In 1790 there were only four post
offices in the Stat%bdentnn New
Bern, Wilmington and Wa,shmgtun——
and up to 1759 no post routes. Letters
were carried by travelers from planta-
tion to plantation and forwarded as
promptly as practicable, but the
means of communication were inade-
quate and unsatisfactory. Official mail
was carried by messengers or special
carriers on horse back and at great
expense. In 1755, upon the recom-
mendation of Gov. Dobbs, James Da-
vis, Printer, wag employed for the sum
of one hundred pounds, six shillings
and eight pence, proclamation money,
for one year, “To carry all public
letters, expresses and dispatches relat-
ing to this province to any part there-
of, and every fifteen days send a mes-
senger to Suffolk, in Virginia, and to
Wilmington.”

There were four or five newspapers
published in North Carolina at the be-
ginning of the Revolution, at New
Bern, Wilmington, Halifax, Edenton
and Hillsboro. The publication of the
Ncrth Carolina Gazette was begun in
New Bern by James Davig about 1751
or 1752. It contained according to its
announcement “The freshest advices,
foreign and domestic,” and. was pub-
lished weekly. To James Davis belongg
the honor of having set up the first
printing press in North Carolina in
the year 1749, and of having printed
the first book in 1751, a “Revisal of
the Acts of the General Assembly,”
known as the “Yellow Jacket.” He
was appointed postmaster at New Bern
by another famous printer whose
name was Benjamin Franklin. James
Davis wag a Virginian by birth and
the ancestor of Mrs. Thomas W. Slo-
cumb, Col. Adam C. Davis and Jeffer-
son Davis, Esq., of Goldsboro, and
James Davis, deceased, of Wayne.
Among his descendants living in other
communities, I have known James W.
and Thomas C. Davis and their sister,
Mrs. James Murray of Wilson. All nf
these have exhibited the high charac-
ter, fine intelligence and public and
private worth, which characterized

the first Editor and Newspaper and
Law Publisher of the State.

The publication of these newspapers
was Irequently interrupted and re-
sumed from time to time ag great
events stirred the minds of the people.
Their intermittent appearances seem
the result of scarcity of subscribers,
who could read them, and the small
and scattered character of the settle-
ments.

The settlers of North Carolina were
in large part as 1111terate as the barons,
who wrested “Magna-Charta” from

King John and could not read it, nor
sign their names to that immortal
instrument which they adorned with
their seals. It is probable that at the
time of the Revolution not one in
thirty of the white citizens of the
colony above the age of twenty-one
could read or write; as late ag 1850
only one in seven could boast of those
accomplishments.

There were no public schools,
though as early as 1746 John Starkey,
a minister of the established Church of
lingland, introduced and procured the
enactment by the General Assembly
of a bill making an appropriation of
6,000 pounds for the establishment of
free schools, but the money was spent
for other purposes.

Another appropriation of the same
amount was made in 1754, but met the
veto of England.

At the time of the establishment of
Wayne County, there were, so far as
our records show, only two schoolg in
this State where there was any sem-
blance of public education. The char-
ters of the Academies of New Bern
and Edenton each provided that free
tuition should be given to ten poor
children. Not until 1839 was there
any Act of the General Assembly
creating a public school system, and
no poll or property tax was levied for
the support of the schools until after
1850. It was provided that they should
be sustained out of what was called
the Literary Fund, consisting of the
proceeds of the Swamp Lands, divi-
dends upon the stocks of GEI‘tELlIl cor=-
porations held by the State, and the
license tax on retailers, tavern keep-
ers and auctioneers, all of which for
the year 1850 amounted to less than
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$125,000. After careful examination
of our histories and records, I am
able to find no evidence that any
school existed in Johnston, Dobbs, or
Wayne prior to 1790, or that any was
taught in Wayne until after the pass-
age of the Act of 1839, under which
the public school system began.

Governor Martin wrote in 1775
“Literature was hardly known,; there
were in the province but two schools,
those at New Bern and Edenton,” but
as to the latter part of this statement
he was evidently in error.

It is probable that some of the more
prosperous citizens employved teachers
in their families, who taught their
children, and sometimes the children
of equally fortunate neighbors, and it
is probable that now and then a boy
was sent to school at New Bern, Eden-
ton, Wilmington or in Virginia, where
there were academies and even schools
of high degree, ag there were also in
Guilford, Granville, Bertie, Rowan and
Mecklenburg, but such education was
for a limited number, and was com-
pletely out of the reach of the great
masses of people.

The establishment of schools had
been rendered difficult by the policy
of the English Government.

Governor Burrington was instructed
in 1731 that no school master should
be permitted to come from England to
North Carolina to teach school with-
out the license of the bishop of Lon-
don, and this instruction wag given to
all subsequent Governors.

In 1771 an Act was passed by the
General Assembly to charter Queens
College in Charlotte, but was vetoed
on the ground “That this college, if
allowed to be incorporated, will in ef-
fect operate as a Seminary for the ed-
ucation and instruction of youth in the
principles of the Presbyterian church,
and the Board of Trade doubted
whether the King should give that
encouragement to the Presbyterians

of North Carolina.” The same policy
embraced Quakers, Baptists and Meth-

odists and had a depressing effect upon
all efforts for the establishment of
schools and colleges. The remoteness
of the people from cities, their ignor-
ance, their poverty and indifference,
co-operated with this selfish and un-

wise purpose. The Presbyterians of
the West, more than any other denom-
ination, resented this treatment, and,
in gpite of the displeasure of Gover-
nors and Kings, built and maintained
schools and colleges, and prepared
their people for the great struggle
soon to come for equality and inde-
pendence.

At the time of which I speak, the
influence of that other great factor
in the upbuilding of mind and charac-
ter was feebly exerted. There were
but few preachers of the Gospel, few
churches, and the Sunday schools, like
the free schools, had not arrived. The
attempt to force on the people of the
State the established church of Eng-
land was resented and its ministers
were to be found only in the towns
along the rivers.

In 1764 there were six ministers of
this church, and in 1776, 18 in the
eastern and northern counties.

William Edmundson, a Quaker,
Ireached the first sermon ever heard
in North <Carolina. Quarterly and
Monthly meetinzg were held in Johns-
ton and Dobbs by the Quakers prior
to the Revolution, at which time they
numbered 1,000 in this state.

The Baptists came early to the
state; the first churches organized
were Shiloh and Meherrin, and the
next Kehuka Creek in 1742. Soon
their ministers began to preach in this
county, and by 1776 had established
churches in every county in the State.

The Methodist church began in
North Carolina with the ministry of
Joseph Pilmon in 1772. In 1777 John
King, John Dickens and Edward Pride
were assigned to the Circuit of North
Carolina, and at the end of the year
reported to the Contference in the
bounds of their circuit 930 members.
It is probable that some of these
preached in thig county, but I am un-
able to find any record of it.

In 1790 the Contentenea Circuit was
formed of Greene, Pitt, Craven, Lenoir
and Wayne, the ministers preaching
mostly in private houses. The earl-
iest Methodist preacher in the county,
of whom I have been able to learn,
was Phillip Hooks, who was a local
preacher at Waynesboro in the early
part of the 19th century.
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About 1830 there was built in
Waynesboro a church which was used
by all denominations.

A striking illustration of the condi-
tions existing at the time is found in
the fact that when Dr. Elisha Mitchell.
a Presbyterian minister and professor
in the State University, on his travels
through the State in 1827, spent Sun-
day in Waynesboro, he writes that on
that day he “collected a little congre-
gation, and held forth to them at the
Tavern.”

Most sections of the country were
destitute of religious instruction, and
at this time none of the fine and up-
lifting influences emanating from the
churches had been present Ilong
enough to have much effect upon the
inhabitants of the county. The peo-
ple, however, were of English stock
with all the virtues and vices of that
great race, with its glorious history
behind them and the promise of a
splendid future in this new land before
them; with stout hearts and sound
heads, with resources unknown else-
where, many of which they them-
selves did not dream of; and here they
set out to conquer the forests, till the
soil and build homes for generations
yet to come.

An unfriendly writer (Chalmers)
says of them that they were ‘“desti-
tute of the kindly influences of re-
ligion and of law—and during the year
1749 North Carolina was found to be
little better than an asylum for fug-
itives—such are the unpleasant inci-
dentg which occupy the story of an
inconsiderable settlement that grad-
ually filled with people as the law
afforded protection to the vagabond,
as everyone lived without control and
all enjoyed in security what a trivial
labor had gained.” On the other hand
the impartial historian, Bancroft,
writes of them: “They were men who
had been led to the choice of their
residence from a hatred of restraint
and had lost themselves among the
woods in search of independence. Are
there any who doubt man’s capacity
for self-government, let them study
the history of North Carolina, its in-
habitants were restless and turbulent
in their imperfect submission to a gov-
ernment 1mposed on them from

abroad. The administration of the
Colony was firm, humane and tran-
quil, when they were left to take care
of themselves. Any government, but
of their own institution, was oppres-
sive. North Carolina wag settled by
the freest of the free, by men to whom
the restraints of other colonies were
too severe; but the settlers were gen-
tle in their tempers, of serene minds,
enemies to violence and bloodshed.

Freedom, entire freedom, was enjoy-
ed without anxiety as without guaran-
tees; the charities of life were scat-
tered at their feet like the flowers in
their meadows, and the spirit of hu-
manity maintained its influence in the
Arcadia, as Royalist writers will have
it, of ‘Rogues and Rebels’ in the Para-
dise of the Quakers.” e

It must be remembered that the
county was born in the throeg of the
Revolutionary War. Before its for-
mation and while it was a part of the
County of Dobbs, a company of eighty
of its citizen soldiers under the lead-
ership of Hzekiel Slocumb marched
from his home, at the call of Col.
Caswell, to join the Continental forces
in their attack upon the Tories and
British at Moore’s Creek, and, accord-
ing to our historians, were a part of
the division that made the final charge
across the Creek, and through the
swamps, that completed the rout of
the enemy and gained the first victory
gurtAmerican Arms in that great con-
est.

It was at this time that one of the
most interesting incidents connected
Wwith our Revolutionary struggle took
place, when Mary Slocumb, the wife
of Capt. Ezekiel Slocumb, being left
at home with an infant child, fearful
of the fate of her husband and his
comrades, was unable to sleep and
rising in the night, saddled a fine mare
and rode from near the present site
of Goldsboro, througph the forest in the
direction of Moore’s Creek, about 75

miles, until she came within hearing
of the cannon announcing the begin-

ning of the battle, when quickening her
pace she soon arrived at a clump of
woods near the Creek and found there
the wounded of her husband’s com-
mand. She was greatly distressed at
the gight of an apparently lifeless
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20 History oF Wayne County.

body covered with her husband’s
cloak, but, upon removing the cloak,
discovered that, instead of her hus-
band, the wounded man was Frank
Cogdell. Her husband soon appeared
and remonstrated with her for her
daring conduct. She remained a short
time nursing the wounded, and then re-
turned to her home. At one time the
British Colonel, Tarleton, had gquarter-
ed his troops on her plantation and re-
marked in her presence that it would
make a fine estate after the war for
some British officer; to which she re-
plied that all he would ever get of her
plantation would measure only two
by six feet. Captain Slocumb was
present as a Continental officer at
the surrender of Yorktown by the
British. He and his wife, who was a
sister of Charles Hooks, the Repre-
sentative in Congress from the Wil-
mington District, lived far into the
19th century, honored and respected;
the husband serving in the House of
Commons from Wayne in the years
1812, 1814, 1815, 1816 and 1818. They
owned a large tract of land south of
the Neuse River and West of the A.
C. L. Railroad, and lie buried in the
family burying ground between Mount
Olive and the town of Dudley.

The sword worn. by Capt. Ezekiel
Slocumb in the Revolutionary War is
now in the possession -of ais great
grandson Capt. Thomas W. Slocumb,
of Goidslero, while Mrs. Hattie Slo-
crumb Ggy is the »nroud owner of a
gilver tea pot once the property of her
great, great grandniother Mary Slo-
cumb. Junius Slocumb, Esq., ‘of
Goldsboro, is the only other surviv-
ing great grandson of Ezekiel and
Mary Slocumb. I have known two
others, Wm. W. and Charles Slocumb,
now deceased.,

~ But even before the Battle of
Moore’s Creek, the inhabitants of
Dobbs were called upon to furnish
soldiers to the Royal Governor Tryon
for the subjugation of the Regulators.
There is no evidence, however, ‘that
they responded to the call, or that any
citizen of thig section took part in the
battle of Alamance. It seems that they
resolutely refused. I am unable to
ascertain whether they refrained, be-

cause they did not understand the
quarrel, or because they were unwill-
ing to take par: against the oppressed
and rebellioug Regulators.

I find in the Colonial Records a
copy of a letter written at the time the
inhabitants of Dobbs were ordered to
muster for service in that campaign,
in which it is stated that only seven
men in all the county responded. I
find also that after the battle two of
the Regulatorg escaped to Dobbs and
upon resisting arrest, one was killed
by the Sheriff and the other captured.
I am sure the failure of our people to
aid the Royal governor against their
fellow citizens was not due to their
reluctance to fight. They furnished
their full quota to the Continetal
Army, a number of them were wound-
ed, and after the close of the war some
of these were pensioned by Con-
gress.

Organization of the County.

In the midst of the stirring scenes
of the Revolutionary War the County
of Wayne was organized, and court
wag held, as the records show, on the
second Monday of January, 1780, at
Josiah Sasser’s, pursuant to the Act
of the General Assembly. The follow-
ing Justices were present: Robert
Simms, Ethelred Ruffin, Jesse Jerni-
gan, John Handley, Thnmas Williams,
Stephen Cobb, Joseph Sanderson and
John Sheppard. Little business was
transacted.

On January, 1781, the Court appoint-
td Thomas Grey, Stephen Cobb, Jo-
seph Sanderson, and Needham Whit-
field, inspectors of paper money. Dur-
ing the same session, having elected
Robert Simms as first Sheriff of the
County, and James Cobb, Clerk of the
Court, it was ordered that Thomas
Grey, Stephen Cobb and John Hand-
‘ey, Esqs., be appointed commissioners
pf confiscated property for this coun-
ty, and their bonds were fixed at
200,000 pounds each (which is equal
to $1,000,000 of our money) from

which it may be seen that paper

money was abundant but cheap, and

that the few Tories in the county
were in great danger of losing their
property.

Jurorg were drawn to attend the
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Superior Court to be held at New |

Bern, and this entry appears of rec-
ord: “Court adjourns in-course to Mr.
Josiah Sasser’s on Little River.”

The Court again held its session at
Josiah Sasser’s January 1782, and one
of the most interesting orders is as
follows: “Ordered that Needham Whit-
field and Samuel Blythe be appointed
to Inspect the pool for the Insuing
Ellection.” A session of the Court wag
held on the second Monday of April,
1782, at the home of Mr. John Herring
on Little River, an adjournment hav-
ing been taken at the previous meet-
ing “Incourse” to Mr. Daniel Her-
ring’s; there is no explanation why
having adjourned ‘“‘Incourse” to Mr.
Daniel Herring’'s, the court should
have been held at Mr. John Herring’'s.
At this term the will of Josiah Sasser
was proven and Klizabeth Sasser, his
widow, qualified ag his executrix.

The Court again met the second
Monday in July 1782 at John Herring’s
on Little river, and among other
things William McKinnie was appoint-
ed Commissioner to collect the Specific
Provision Tax as provided by Act of
Assembly.

October 14, 1782, the Court was held
at Mrs. Elizabeth Sasser’s, and among
other things the following entries ap-
pear of record: ‘“A deed of sail from
John Grantham to David Jernigan for
60 acres of land ig proved in court by
the oath of David Jernigan and order-
ed to be registered.” ‘“An account of
sails of the estate of Josiah Sasser,
deceased, was turned into the Court
by the Sheriff and ordered that same
be recorded.”

Our ancestors seem to have extend-
ed their views of independence and to
have spelled according to the dictates
of their consciences.

This interesting record also ap-
pears at this meeting: “John Rowell,
whose wife and daughter, complain-
ing that he had abused and threatened
them prayed the peace of the State
against him, he appeared and cross-
examined his daughter Sabra, and,
not liking some answer, assaulted and
beat her in the presence of the Court.
He was adjudged in contempt and
sentenced to three months in jail, and

to give a bond for $1,000 in specie for
his good behavior.”

Session of January 13, 1783, was
held at the residence of Samuel
Blythe.

Session of November 1783 was held
at Stephen Cobb’s. Among other mat-
ters to which attention was given, it
was “Ordered that Joel Grantham
name the inhabitence of Capt. Pipkings
district.”

Court wag held at John Fleetwood’s
on Little river, July 12, 1784. At that
meeting Joseph Pipkin, Needham
Whitfield and Stephen Cobb reported
that they had let out the building of
the Court House, Prison and Stocks
to Col. Wm. McKinne for 335 pounds,
he being the lowest bidder.

A session of the Court wag held at
West Point Monday, January 2, 1785,
and again at the same place April 11,
1785, at which meeting Dr. Andrew
Bass was authorized to keep a public
ferry at West Point over Neuse river
and to Keep a house of public enter-
tainment on his land on the north
side of said river.

I gather from the records that the
Commissioners appointed by the Act
of 1779 to select a site on which to
have the Court House and Gaol and
Stocks built, recommended, and had
approved by the Court at a very mea-
gerly attended session a location which
appeared satisfactory to them, and
that at the next court, more largely
attended than any court during the
period under consideration, the said
order was annulled, and in 1782 an
Act of the Assembly was passed re-
citing the failure of the former com-
missioners to act, and appointing Ste-
phen Cobb, Needham Whitfield and
Joseph Pipkin to contract for three
acres as near the centre of the coun-
ty as may be for the Court House,
prison and stocks, also to contract for
building the same. From all of which
it appears that a controversy existed
respecting the location of the Court
House., It seems that the former
Commissioners and three Justices of
the Peace undertook the location of
the County Seat to suit themselves—
but when the great body of Justices
gathered they incontinently rescinded
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the order of the Court and procured
the passage of the Act of 1782, re-
moving the old Commissioners and
appointing new ones.

On the 14th of February, 1782, An-
drew Bass, Doctor, conveyed to Ste-
phen Cobb, Needham Whitfield and
Joseph Pipkin, Commissioners, three
acres of land on the North Side of
the Neuse river, as a site for the
Court House, and the County build-
ings were built upon that site, about
one mile from the corporate limits of
the present city of Goldsboro, by Col.
William McKinnie.

Some of our older citizens inform
me that they remember very distinct-
ly this Court House. It may have
been larger than the dimensions re-
quired by the statute in the building
of court houses, which' was 24x16
feet. It was a frame building, weath-
er-boarded and raised high above the
ground on bnick pillars, lea¥ing a
large, open space underneath, in which
space Capt. Thomas W. Slocumb, his
boy friends and the goats used to
play.

At that time the County Seat had
no name, except that of “The Court
House,” but in January, 1787, the
town of Waynesboro was incorporated,
as it is stated in the Act of the Gen-
eral Assembly, on the lands of An-
drew Bass, and it was provided in the
act that Andrew Bass should convey to
certain trustees, to-wit: William Mec-
Kinne, Burwell Mooring, William
Whitfield, Joseph Green, David Jerni-
gan, Richard Bass and William Fel-
lows, sixty acres of land, including
the three acres theretofore conveyed
on the North side of the Neuse River,
where the Court House and public
buildings then stood, and specific di-
rections were given for dividing the
said tract into lots, laving out streets
and selling lots; the proceeds of sale
to be divided between the Commis-
sioners and said Andrew Bass. The
proceeds retained by the Commission-
ers were directed to be used for the
improvement of the town. The Com-
missioners were given large powers;
among others, were authorized to re-
move all porches and buildings that
projected into the proposed streets,

to make rules for the prevention of
the running at large of cattle and
hogs, and to prohibit the erection of
stick chimneys. These progressive
ideas were doubtless carried out,
though it is difficult to imagine that
the rules prohibiting the running at
large of live stock could have been
very acceptable to the citizens of the
new town, if its inhabitants were the
genuine ancestors of the residents of
some of the towns and cities I have
known, in which I have seen muni-
cipal campaigns decided upon the
question whether live stock should
run at large upon the streets.

Our records show a number of cons
veyances made by the Commissioners
to settlers. Among others, to Rich-
ard Washington, John Wright, Fran-
cig Castex, . G. W. Ward, Charles J.
Nelson and Arnold Borden.

Richard Washington, the Ileading
merchant of Waynesboro and Golds-
boro, was the father of the late Col.
James A. Washington, so well known
and highly esteemed throughout the
county, and the grandfather of Com-
mander Thomas M. Washington, and
Lieut. Pope Washington, of the United

States Navy; Mrs. Jas. M. Allen and
Miss Daisy Washington. John

Wright was the father of Mrs. L.ou M.
Jones, Mrs. J. D. Brooks, and the
grandfather of Mrs. J. W. Nash, and
Mrs. Nellie Brenizer of Washington, D.

C. Francis Castex was the father of L.
H. Castex, F. L. Castex and Mrs.

Winslow. D. G. W. Ward, a physi-
cian, was the father of Judge D. L.
Ward and Wyatt M. Ward, of New
Bern. Charles J. Nelson, a Baptist
minister and prominent citizen, left
no descendants living in this county.
Arnold Borden died in 1846, leaving
his widow, Maria Borden, and his
children, Mrs. Harriet Dewey, wife of
Dr. Charles Dewey; James C. Bor-
den, E. B. Borden, Mrs. Lou Korne-
gay, wife of W. F. Kornegay: Mrs.
John F. Miller and William H. Borden.
He was one of the leading business
men of Waynesboro and Goldsboro,
and built the Borden Hotel, upon the
square on West Centre Street, upon
which the Dbusiness houses of the
Goldsboro Drug Company, Royall &

Borden and Dewey Brothers and oth-
ers now stand. This hotel was the
stopping place for travel by the old
stage road from the West and East
before the North Carolina Railroad
was built, and from the North and
South on the old W. & W. Railroad.
After the death of her husband, it
was conducted by Mrs. Maria Borden
for many years,

Among other residents of the town
were John H. Powell, Mrs. Keziah
Wellons, Dr. Daniel Cogdell, Mrs. E. A,
Churchill, Dr. Andrews and Wm. Craw-
ford. The only living persons known to
have lived in Waynesboro are L. H.
Cagtex, H. B. Borden, Misg Sallie
Churchill, W. W. Crawford, Mrs.
Rowena Powell, of Goldsboro, and
Mrs. Sophia Hutton, of Washington,
). |

Holding the First Court.

The first Court was held at Waynes-
boro on July 9, 1787, The following
Justices attended: Robert Simms,
William Alford, Willis Bryan, John
Beck, Absolem Williams, Richard
McKinne and Josiah Jernigan. Of
the earliest settlers we have little in-
formation, but as far back as the
memory of living man reaches the
town contained a population probably
less than 100. Its principal merchants
were John Wright, Richard Washing-

“ton and Arnold Borden, whose stores

stood upon the river. C. J. Nelson
conducted a buggy and repair shop.

The home of Francis Castex stood on
the opposite side of the sireet, itnme-
diately upon the river bank, and the
homes of Washington, Wright, Dr.
Andrews and Borden, were among
the principal residences of the
town. The Borden residence was
afterwards moved to Goldsboro and

is now the property of James W.
Bizzell on Ash street. The Washing-

ton residence wag also moved to
Goldsboro and is now owned by Mrs.
Clara Jones and is situate on West
Center street. Richard Washington
was the last resident to leave the
abandoned town.

The Castex residence was also
moved to Goldsboro, and is now a
part of the residence of Carl Gris-
wold, a descendant of James Gris-

wold. The only relic remaining of the
old town is an ancient cedar tree
standing on the bank of the Neuse
River on the lot formerly owned by
Francis Castex.

The site of the town is now the
property of Major H. L. Grant and
upon it is located the brick manufac-
turing plant of H. L.. Grant & Son.
The old cemetery is on the plantation
of Capt. J. E. Peterson.

A glight glimpse of the town of
Waynesboro is found in a letter writ-
ten December 28, 1827, by Dr. Elisha
Mitchell to his wife, from which I
quote the following:

“I rode down to Bass’ Ferry and
paddled about the river a while in
an old crazy canoe, to see the lime-
stone about the mouth of falling creek,
and then passed on to Waynesboro and
put up at Isaac Hill’s. Found there
a young lawyer from Orange, who
knew me and went with me to see
Mrs. Andrews, formerly Miss Gunn,
who was married in the meeting
house in Washington the summer you
were there. She lives just on the
banks of the Neuse. On Sunday col-
lected a little congregation and held
forth to them at the Tavern. Dr.
Williams and Tippoo Henderson and
Morris called upon me, and found
them all very pleasant. Took my
tea and spent the evening at Dr,
Andrews’. Monday morning crossed
the Neuse and got my breakfast at
Mr. Griswold’s. Griswold is a Yankee
boy who came from Rocky Hill to
Carolina, ags he married a girl of some
property, failed, and now lives iIn
rather humble style in Wayne. He
does not appear to be efficient, and 1
doubt his wife regrets her having
married a Yankee.”

The Dr. Andrews referred to kept
a tavern at Waynesboro for many
years and was a practicing physician
and one of the most influential found
ers of the present city of Goldsboro.
One of his sons, Rev. S. G. Andrews,
was a colonel in the Confederate
States army. Another, George P. An-
drews, was a Colonel in the U. S.
army. Another, John N. An-
drews, was a gifted Methodist preach-
er, and the fourth, B. Frank Andrews,
a local Methodist preacher.
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Descendants of Dr. Andrews in the
persons of Mrs. M. T. Breazele, Mrs.
B. W. Southerland and Mrs. Fred
Mintz, live in Mount Olive, Wayne
county, and there are other descend-
ants in this and adjoining counties.

James Griswold, who was denomi-
nated a Yankee by Dr. Mitchell,
who was himself 1 Connecticut Yan-
Kee, appears not to have deserved the
cénsure of Dr, Mitchell. On the con-
trary, he was one of the most promi-
nent and influential citizens of the
county. He was- chairman of the
Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions
and for many years served as Clerk
and Master in Equity. He was the
founder of a numerous and highly re-

 were established i county,
and in 1818, the Supreme Court was
established. Before the organization
of the Supreme Court the judges of
the Superior Court met twice a year
to settle questions of law in what wag
known as the “Court of Conference.”

All matters relating to the probate
of deeds ang wills, the qualification
0f administrators and guardians and
the settlement of estates, together
with the levying of taxes and the lay-
ing out and working of roads, and the
trial of cases of minor importance,
were cognizable in the Court of Pleas
and Quarter Sessions.

I find throughout the recordg the
appointment of overseers and hands

enrichment of Alabama and Missis-
sippi.

It may be interesting to recall that
at the time of the organization of the
Court in Wayne County and for many
years afterwards the administration
of the criminal law had not been
shorn of many of the barbarities which
distinguished the English common
law, and punishments for crime were
inflicted which shock the gsensibilities
of more modern times.

I find among the old records a note
written by one of the judges of the
Superior Court to the Clerk, which is
as follows:

“Please draft the entry to be made
on the minutes as follows: ‘State vs.

order that they might not be able to
claim again what was called their
clergy, and later still the benefit of
clergy was extended to laymen, and
members of the nobility charged with
crime were discharged for the first
oiffense without

reading, while
persons of lower degree were dis-
charged upon its appearing that they
were able to read, but not until they
had been branded. This blot upon
the law was afterwards swept away
by legislation in this country and in
England, after having been modified
in our courts and by statute, but
while it existed a gentleman now liv-
ing in this community, E. B. Borden,
KEsq., relates that in his boyhood he
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spected family, several of whom still | whose duty it was to remove logs,

reside in Goldshoro. trash, sandbanks, etc., which obstruct-

Dr. Andrew Bass, the founder of | ed the waters of the Neuse, over which
Wa}n‘zes_tmm, was a delegate to the | all the freight moved from New Bern
Provincial Congress of 1775, ang to | by flats, and afterwards by steam-
the convention held at Hillsboro in | boats. The Superior Court had sub-
1788, Hig fellow delegates to this stantially the jurisdiction of the Su-

H. Grant, upon conviction for forgery. | was present at a session of the Su-
The defendant being put to the bar, | perior Court held in Waynesboro, and
and having nothing to offer, where- | that he heard a prisoner sentenced to
fore the setence of the law should not | be burned in the hand and saw the
be awarded against him, the court pro- | Sheriff come in with the red-hot iron,
nounces the following sentence, That and apply it to the hand of the
the said H. Grant stand in the pillory prisoner, heard a frying sound and
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last were William Taylor, Burwell perior Court of to-day. There were

Mooring, Richard McKinne and James
Handley, and, following the lead of

Thomas Jefferson and Willie Jones,
they voted against the ratification of
the Federal Constitution.

I think it probable that some of his
descendants still live in this county,
and in that part of Wilson which was
formerly a part of Wayne, though of
this T have no definite information.,

In the Convention of 1789 the dele-
gates from Wayne were Richard
McKinne, Burrel] Mooring, David
Cogdell, Joseph Jernigan and James
Handley, and of these, Mooring and
Cogdell voteq against the ratification
of the Constitution, and McKinnne,
Jernigan and Handley voted for the
ratification. It was at this Conven-
gﬂél that the Constitution was rati-
eq.

North Carolina refused at first to
ratify until a Bill of Rights had been
guaranteed, or the first ten amend-
ments to the Constitution assured.

There was no Superior Court held
in Wayne County until 1806. - Prior
to that vear Wayne was a part of a
district in which court was held at
New Bern, and all cases of importance
were tried in the Superior Court of
Craven. In 1806 Superior Courts

two terms held annually, and many
of the famous lawyers of the State,
including Gaston, Badger, Haywood
and others, attended this court from
time to time, and were entertained at
the village taverns. Tt iS reported
that they complained of the fare, as
has occurred in the lives of numerous
eminent lawyers since that time, and
I have heard of One of the most dis-
tinguished lawyers of the State who
Was peculiarly bitter in his animad-
versions upon the taverns cf Wayens-
boro.

Although there was for the times a
large business done in Wayneshoro in
the early part of the nineteenth cen-
tury, the town never grew much in
extent or population. It was the only
town in the county and its leading
citizens were people of refinement and
culture, a number of them being from
the Northern States, where they had
enjoved the advantages of education.
One of the reasons why the popula-
tion of Wayne did not increase more
rapidly was the stream of emigra-
tion to the Southern States which set
in about 1830, continued for nearly
twenty years angd deprived this coun-
ty and other counties of the State of

many of their best citizens, to the

one hour, that he receive 39 lashes
on his bare back and be imprisoned
five months. Sheriff of Wayne is or-
dered to carry out this sentence as
regards the corporal punishment this
day. It is ordered that he be com-
mitted to the jail of L.enoir county.’”

I note that it frequently occurs
that prisoners are confined in the
jails of I.enoir and Wake counties,
and sometimes find the recital that
the jail of Wayne is regarded ag in-
secure,

It was customary at the time,
where the prisoner claimed the bene-
fit of clergy, in addition to some other
punishment to burn him in the hand
with a red-hot iron. The benefit of
clergy grew up under the Eng-
lish law, when the authorities of the
Roman Catholic Church demanded
that the priests of that church should
not be tried by the secular courts,
but should be turned over to the ec-
clesiastical <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>