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T'AR RIVER
THE NORTH CAROLINA BOOKLET

CEYXIT B Y : -
Wheeler, Slmms, Kmmons and Cook, all modern author:

: ¢ l1es, rtﬁz]:.ndimih;_: “T'ar’ call it ‘Tau.’
Tar Rlver (rhe Name) “_a\l K (1};11'1-.; Il]illl‘{H 11111[ I'I'”Ill “1“1!“}_{\'1 lr, ."-Hhi'l[lid IH_].' \\rl‘ili“]l
p -

A E b law’ and cites the narges [faw, Catawba, Chickasaw, Choc

" ff 1 » 1 > .
By Bruce CorTEN ‘W, where the svilable terminates with w.

S ‘h]”ll Ihf" l';[{'L i:-.'., [lld' i]l ]l“l {11*{11”2:['”11'11\' {}I. |I“li““ NAaIes
il]iii \\,*i]]'ilg H

[t seems to be well established, both by tradition and by 5 1mportant to know to what country the ind

Vidual

official documents that this river was once sometimes called l“'l'«lll;u.i.‘f] who first wrote them down for the eye ol

Law River. Most of our North ( arolina histories have 80 ed man ; otherwise the pronunciation may be mistaken

g . . hhlﬂ‘{llm . - ; 1 % AL . . " . ..' r o &3 l']l{h
stated and there are numerons wills, deeds and other papers )T ourselves while we are quite sure the river’'s f
| 11:11!][_*. ne

word.
" \\T(_'}l‘q | ot

]::LII;’.;'IIEU__{'(_.'.'S..

preserved which refer to 1t as 1Taw or Tor River. ver was lar. we doubt whether Taw 1s the o 121114

Lawson in his thousand miles journey in 1701 appears

to have crossed Tar River a few miles below the present one syllable are exceedingly rare in the Indian

town of Greenville. However, he calls it the l_’mnp[it'ough and especially in the name of places. Lhey are

11 . . . -
< llll“ht lIlHll‘l:ll_Jit}' {.*1._11111'!”1.11&[5-

and neither in his text nor on his map does the name Tar, I
- S lmli

or Taw, appear. dll name was 'l"nrpm_-u and we think 1t should be
50

Williamson calls it Taw River wherever referred to in his led now, Law 18 but a corruption of the first syllable

1
' , lm* N . . . : - : ‘ »
work, and says that in the Indian language the word Taw ~ We have tried in vain to discover the meaning of th

. . . . {.{llll e m . ! - |
signifies the river of health. Pound Tor-paeo,

Dr. Hawk’s assertion that its Indian name was Torpaeo

I'{'HiH H{'_}](ul\* u
ted to Jol

Dr. Hawks repudiates this assertion of Williamson and
SaYs :
“1ts name is not Lar, though Col. Byrd called it by that

name more than one hundred vears ago. Others have sup-

POn a map and an account of a journey accredi-

| N l_..{?(l(__‘l'l‘l‘_., a (hn'm;m, who claimed to have traveled
t“‘I- Into Ll]{k

derer, it seems, with certain Englishmen, was commis-

S10ne , B ¢ p e LN ' -
ned by Governor Berkelv of Virginia to make the jour-

country south of Virgimia in 1670.
posed 1ts original Indian name to be Taw or Tor, whieh
Wilhamson with his customary dogmatism, Iignorantly states .
means ‘Health.” It never had such a meaning in ;;1'1\' di1a- .-~ 7@ purpose of exploration and for the purpose of
leut of the ;\:ﬁ_'{_l]lllllili or | 'l'{"}(]llf.}i.‘% that we have 1;10‘[ wit}; (alld }‘- ._ - 5 4 pass over the mountains. His l“:{l;‘“r&h COIIl-
these were the WO mother ]““”'Uil”’(}H of “l(‘ 1“{“'&“[1 of the ]t“ll{lll:ﬂ {_1(}:-%(11‘t.{*{

_ ' ¥ . | | 1 _-h-h ; : T’h“t }l(‘t 1‘]11{']11-' " S e SR a3 nlv bv ar 111'“1“
eastern side of North Carolina) nor was there any sucl P gy © e journey accompanied only by an Inc
Indian Word as far as we can discover ; though such a syl - [{TE .1121111_0(1 Jackzetavon.
lable formed from an Indian word, 1s found in the compo- o 1'5 ]“.’,“ his return to Virginia he was received with insults
2 V:}th such reproaches that he believed his life in danger:;
“.m Virginias very frankly disbelieving his statements as to
" I]Im*("']ﬁ and discoveries.

W]”"l'enpml Lederer betook himself to Maryland where he

SUCce 1 ey . ~ * *11 A
ceeded ip Interesting the governor, Sir William Talbot.

him on the upper James and lLederer claims

L

sition of Indian words, according to the known polythinset1-
cism of our Indian tongues. But the river was notwith-
standing, called Taw, for we find (as I am informed by 2
friend*) that name applied in g patent of 1729.

"R T. Clhark. Ksq., of Edgecombe
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who having been convinced that he was “a modest and in-

.9

genious person and g pretty scholar” himself translated,
from the Latin into E neli hj 111-~ account of his journeyings
and printed the whole, with a map in London in 1672.

1his account of Ledere T, as translated and published by
Lalbot, sets forth geographic conditions which we know
could not have existed in North Carolina and the i lmpression
gained is that the Virginians were entirely right in their
estimate of the man’h worth.

F'rom the text it is lmpossible to rec ognize, posit tively, any

part of North Carolina and the convie t1on 1S st rong that Led-

erer never made the journey laimed, but has sef forth, both
in his text and on his map his IIIIIJI'{_‘.ﬁHiHHH and 1dea of what
that country was, as understood perhaps from Indians and
frontier reports.

South of the Roanoke two rlvers are :-;li{_}wll;, the Lorpaeo
and the Errico. Both are vr'i'{_:uiuur-;l}‘ made to flow into
Roanoke river.

The Torpaeo is undoy ;[Udh intended for what 1S now Tar
river and the Errico elither the Neuse or Contentnea (reek.
Lhis arrancement of these streams 18 likewise shown on 4
map prepared for the Lords P roprietors in 1671. which for
the interior of the country 1s the same as the Lederer map;
one being a copy of the other S0 far as they relate to the 1n-
terior of the count try called Carolina t

rllllh nairne 101})!*;1{_‘{_1 1}(% Nnot 111 })L‘ 1 T i“ anv Otll(ﬁ‘l‘ de—

a/
H{']'Illtlf'i“ or I“H}} ]}I’(EFHI'Y{II lI" [’l]{h {-[,““tl-\ﬁ', llllt 51.’\'{_”‘{[1 J“{jii“l
names compounded with the sound of ““tor”’ subse quently ap-

pear on the map and in the records as well and are oenerally

i

located on Tar River, or in the vicinity of Contentnes Cireck.
Lauhunter was an Indian town either on the Tar, or on
Contentnea Creek, more likely on the latter and the name
seems to have {n‘t*ll Jll'f_*:-:t'l”x't'tl In :\rllllllllhll' ('1‘(*{‘1{ In (Greene
County.
[oisnot is the beautiful name or a creek and swamp 1n

Wilson County and was the name of a pretty village in the

()
TAR RIVER g

Same ~ounty, until changed into the homely compound o]

Hlm ( .jI'x

Other Indian n: ‘mes 1n that section had sounds that might

“14Ve led into a corruption or law. or lor. L.awson 1n A«

seems to have been Contentnea

Indian Chattoukau. This

}11{‘ l;l-.]i:ill n4dame 10r uwae

. R S C RS hav
Teon NNew Bern stands, and 1s said to hay

Y ork | e Tuscarora Indians and as

r Yy 2 & 3 | Al '
LOW 1 1i COU 1.‘\

) s L
LUIE Name O a 'lll U

called our modern Chautauqua.

' - . I At h A
the Indians applied these names, whether to
cation, to a general section or tribe c:

llllt at least there were some words or name;

.1

Ldiect o the SECt1on \ii“ux'rt‘ll 1;’11' lll‘bi_'i and ti

\l lt“*{‘
T

1 L) !
x ' ' - - -
§ l}: l"-‘ L |]I{. L] 3
i

W []lll i{}[i!{l 11:1‘\"_[1. !:'.{lll ""11:;& :._jlliil T.0) ;Eli-

2 B ' - ro ) * * ],~ a...* av
O call this river Taw alter their own Taw River in Lhglall |
IIH

. : . 11 “_;
T]W 'x:a-iti]I\.‘ 0T whj ch man Yy of them came. Indeed thi,

See : : ' | for %
-8 g Probable “}l}'i:lil:nltm of the early emorts to call 11

l'aw
e T . . . . o : L axwrin o
: Law River in England is a beautiful little stream. having
! '-u 1 - C - . - T i
vurce among the “Tors* of Dartmoor in Devonshire and
EH“""-”I"

l I ‘“lrlll lll!l} l:i 111.'11{1 1?1,1"*. rlqll{l:.;k,;l. ’I“I-I,]-,,_,‘mI O 1111..1.
U + |
L ” _ “] illl“t* Tlilt {I{}“.lﬁ]l ltl'll"ﬂi []. lll'l] ilalq"‘*‘

i)

are a #illxl 1 &2
Char: acteristic o1 the landses ape 1n the county where Sir Wal-
" Rale 1gh was born and the name Tor and Taw has been
}rlf*nhfll]l}' applied to the topography of the surround-

2 COuntry,

There gpe many prominent Tors such as Yes Tor, Back

l,l.”.‘ High Tor, Cor Tor and Hare Tor while besides Taw
“LVer we have LTawton, Lorquey, Tor Bay and many other
James that trace their origin directly to the Tors. The word
'S also Spelled Tor and Taw just as to the river was in
\m th “:tmlitm_

of Saxon origin though some say it was ap-

‘omans to these hill tops 1n Devon because they
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sometimes present a shape resembling the Greek letter tau
( ¢). However the word is applied in Devonshire to any ele-
vation that has rocks on 1ts summit, just as “sear’ is used in
Yorkshire. It is also sald that the first marbles were made
from the stone of these lors, hence the game law, and the

position of Taw is still a prominent position in the playing

of that most scientific of all juvenile cames now called
marbles.

\rt‘rl\' many ot the t}:u'l}' settlers who came to Virginia and
North Carolina came from the vicinity of Taw River and
the Tors of Devonshire. Indeed atter the battle of Sedg-
Inoore ill ]“?_'*?5? _l){”\'{.}llﬁhil‘t‘r was thmﬁt ({{*Iu';l}lljut'{}d SO ;‘1"{‘;11
was the exodus, enforced or otherwise. to different parts ol
the new world. Very many of these people found their way
to Virginia and into North Carolina.

Coming first upon Tar River in what is now l.dgecombe

or Nash County, there is reason to believe that these early

settlers did not know that 1t was the same stream that lower

down was called Pamlico. The impression being that it was
tributary to the Roanoke as set forth in the maps of Lederer
and Ogilby. Indeed some Scotch families having early
settled south of the Roanoke in what ie now lower Halifax
(11!11111"\'., ”H‘ r-i{lf‘fi{rll wdas t*:l”i‘tl "T]H: H(*{)th““l L\'{l{-[;' 1111(1{}1‘

the 1mpression it would seem that it was on a neck formed
|
|

: ! L J Y . ~
'y the coniluence of T}H:hi‘ WO Streams. or 1?? ['IH[ilIlﬂ; ( IW’LJQ

and the Roanoke.

S0 these people christened this river, or attempted to

2 . o . » . ' . . » -
christen it, Taw River after their own law River in far off

Devonshire just as kinglishmen have always wanted to carry
their place names with them. We know of course, that the
attempt failed and the river was called Tar almost as soon as

1t was called Taw. If there was something in the Tndian

dialect of the section that suggested Taw, Taw itself at once
suggested Tar, in honor of the then principal commodity of
the country through which it flows S0 Tar River it has
been called exclusively for many years now and will no

doubt continue by that name always,

I'AR RIVER

Those
11 rr;“'

[ I }- ' 1 . .
.th Bath (unm_a' called 1t Pamlico. and it was

Up 1nto what is now Pitt County.,

stream settlement ilultlilmlt-ul.. the town o

~eame the dividing line, below which it is e

aOve W]!lrh 1T 1S t*;l!li'tl l;iJ' Hl\'t‘l".

(]

settlers who pushed their way down the river called

whil - - : -
Wille those who I]H‘*Il't"ii their way up the river, Irom

known as

Finally as

t Washing-

alled Pam
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