ADDRESS

OF THE

REPUBLICAN MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO
TIHE PEOPLE OF NORTH CAROLINA.

—_— — i

The Republican members of the Leg- | ernments, the matter was found to be
islature of North Carolina, upon earnest | difficult ‘*“0‘10’11 even with the people

n T 000
and careful deliberation, have resolved | Bnited, and desirous of forming good
' governments. But how is it now ? We

Vo tssue to the people of the State, the | Fayve had o w ar, and a new government
following address on the condition ot |is tobeformed. If we were united, and

our public affairs, and to ask for it a|anxious to form the best govemment

calm and unprejudiced consideration : | W€ could, 1t would be difficult enough
to do it. But instead of being umted

weare bitterly divided, and a very large
portion of the people, many of whom
' have been, and some of whom now are
i high positions of trust, declare that
the State (overnment, as at present or-
| ganized, is illegal and void, and must
be overthrown’ by force of arms 1mme-
chately after the election this fall.

Frrrow-Citizexs : Inresponse to our
clection by you, as members of the|
Legisiature, we have been in session for
a short tlme and have done such things
as seemed to us to be necessary to or-
ganize the new State Government, and
set it to work 5 and without doing much
that is mdlspenslble to be done soon,
we have adjourned, in order that we
may return to you for conference and | DUPLICITY AND BAD FAITH,

advice, that we may proceed cautiously | my persons and the party, who thus
and VHSC]Y We are your representa- ’

“ S A T B Sl g e declare, went into the late election as
rOQ :

A e AL IS M L] candldate% for the offices of the Governw
friends, and we are yours ; and under

ment as 1f every thing was valid. And
_ ordlnmy circumstances, we should ex-

B . 50, every thmg would have been valid
pect your confidence and assistance. if they had been elected. But failing
But the embarrassments now around us

. v v in the election, they forthwith declare
are extraordinary and peculiar, and give

e gl o = ' that the offices which they sought, and
us extraordinary’ elaims’ upon {you for g, Government itself are null and void,
assistance and support,

_ | and must and shall be destroyed; and
WAR THREATENED. some of them, who were elected to tha
For, we tell you in the utmost frank- | Liegislature and other ofiices in the State,

Ness, and with deep feehn that the and took an oath to support the Consth

qrmtesb possible danger Ovelhan(rg the | tution, now say that the CODStlLutIOD

Govunment a,nd we  believe that an- Whlch thev swore to support 1S O Con-
other war is certainly in the near future, stitution at all ; that the Legislature of
uniess the people arouse themselves to which they are members and in which
avert it.  When in the early hlstory of they are 1'ecewmo- their pay, 18 no Lec:-

the country, we had a Revolution, and 1slature at all. That you haveno GOV
at the end of it, had to form new Gov- | ernor, no Judges, no Sherifis, or other

—

= —
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officers, and that everything which has
been done or is now doing, is 1illegal
and void ; that your property and lives
are without protectmn and that anarchy
prevails. Jt Is 80 eht,tamdmaly that
such a state of things should exist, that
we would expect you to be slow to be-
lieve it, and therefore we pr oceed to lay

before vou the proofs.
TIHE PRESIDENT’S POLICY REJECTED

After the war ended, three years ago,
e President of the United States sug-
cested that, if the people of the State
vould meet in convention and frame a
coustitution, the State might be admit-
ted back into the Union. The people
accordingly called a convention, which
framed a constitution, and that consti-
tution was %i)mltted to the people to
Te ratified ; hut just before the election,
the same class of persons who now say
that the present constitution 1s void,
said then that that constitution was
void, and they induced the people of
¢he State to refect it. That constitution
wae the old eonstitution under which
we had alwavs lived gwith some alteras
tions.” N Otﬁ'ltl'lfstahcinm there were no
radical changes 1n it, ot its rejection
by the pesple was tf{immded and ac-
comnh&hed

THE HOWARD AMENDMENT REJECTED.
Counavess then said that, if the State
would adopt the “Ioward Amend-
ment,” which left the question of suf-
fruce with the State, to regulate as 1t
thought proper, it mlcrht be restored to
she Union.  But the St ate, under the

A
ft,‘:‘

(o,

s
th
{ftﬂ,"

lead of the same class of men, who now |

dec lare the Government void, refused
to adopt the Howard Amendment.

THE RECONSTRUCTION ACTS RENDERED
NECESSARY. '

Congr ess then sald, Well it the white
people “will ot form a 0‘ovel'nment and
come back tothe Unlon we will author- |
ize the colored 01t1zenb to vote, who
never voted betore; and, under that |
law, another convention was held, an-
other constitution formed submltted to

|

it down by force.

the people and ratified by more tha
20,000 majority ; and under that consti-
tution the present State (Government 1s
organized, and we have been admitted
back to the Unton, and now ought to be
at peace and trying to retrieve our for-
tunes.

STILL DISTU

!BING THE PUBLIC PEACE.
But now, we find these same men say-

{ g Thm Conatltuuon and Govern-

ment shall not stand.” They defeated
the constitution three years ago by vo-

| ting it down ; they defeated the Howard

Amendment Ly voting it down. They
failed to vote down the present consti-
tution, and now thev say they will tear
Why would they do
this ?  Because, they say,thisis a white
man’s gov elnment and colored men are
'permltted to vote. -

COLORED SUFFRAGE A MERE PRETEXT.

But then we call your attention to the
fact, that they rejected the constitution
threo yearb ago, which had no colored
vote 1n 1t. Thcv rejected the Howard
Amendment which had no colored vote

'in 1t, and so they woald reject this 1t it

had no colored voteinit. The sceret is,
they hate the Government, and many
’of them love strife, confusion and war.

- We proceed to offer the proofs that

| those persons who now assume the name

of democrats, but who are 1n reality. as
a general thmo* the same old secession
and war par t}, mean to break up the
government by force of arms, and that
war must follow the attempt.

~THE PROOFS. o |

1. The ﬁrst proof we offer is the de-
claration of the President, Andrew
Johnson. In a plochmamon which he
issued on the 7th July, 1868, he speaks
of the present Gover hor of this State, as
the man ‘““who writes himself (rovem-
or,” thereby meaning to say that he i
not the rightful Governor. And 1n a
recent message to Congress he says, “It
clearly follows that all the State Gov-
ernments organized in those States un-
der the acts of Congress for that purpose
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and under military control, are illegiti-
mate and of no validity whatever.”
r o 5 | LS . _

- Thus 1t appears that the President of the

United States clearly and distinctly de-

clares that the present State Govern—
ment 1s nuil and void.
1. Again, the Democratic National

Convention, which nominated Seymour
and Blair as candidates for the Presi-

dency and Vice-Presidency of theUnited
States, in their platform say that, “The
reconstruction acts (soscalled) of Con-
gress are usurpatious and unconstitu-
tional, revolutionary and wvoid.” So
the whole Democratic party have thus
declared that the present State Govern-
ment 1s null and void.

ITL, Just before the said Demoecratic

National Convention met, Gen. Blair.

was requested to say whether he would
accept the nomination for the Vice-

Presidency., IHe answered in a letter, |

which was published, in which he de-
ciared that' if he was nominated it must
be with the understanding that the re-
construction acts were unconstitutional
and that the State Governments recon-

structed under them were null and void,
and that they must be overthrown by

torce. We quote his own words as fol-
iows : “If the President elected by the
Democracy enforce, or permit oth-
ers to entorce, the reconstruction acts,

the Radicals, by the accession of twenty

spurious Senators, and fifty representa-
tives, will control both branches of Con-
agress, and his administration will be as
powerless as the present ons of Mr.
Johnson. There is but one way to re-
store the Government and the Constitu-
tion, and that is, for the President elect
to declare these acts null and void, com-
pel the army to undo its usurpations at
the South, disperse the carpet~bhag State
Governments, allow the white people to
reorganize thelr own governments, and
~elect Benators and Representatives.”
Thus 1t will be seen that the nominee
for Vice President not only declares the
State Governments void, but says dis-

tinctly that the President elect must

declare them null and void, and must
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disperse them at the point of the bayo-
net, and that he must do this of hisown
head without any law, and against the
power of Congress, which 1is the law-
making power, and without sngbesting

o P

| any reference to the Supreme Court,

which 1s the proper and only tribunal
to pass upon constitutional questions.
All which would be a clear usurpation
of power by the President, and revolu-
tionary in its character, and would in-
evitably result in immediate hloodshed
and civil war. And he also says that
he regards this as the only issuein the
presidential election, ” Nor does the
reason which he gives avail anything.
He says the President must disperse the
present governments with the army, 1in
order that the white people may have
the opportunity of forming their govern-
ments. But then, we have already stated
that, three years ago, the President did
send an army here, and by terribie de-
vastation and bloodshed, he overthrew
the governments which were then exiss
ting, and permitted the white people
(not a colored man among them) to form
a constitution. DBut these men, not
then satisfied with that proceeding, per-
suaded the people to reject the counsti-
tution, for the same reason that the nom-
inee for Viee-President now says the
present government must be over-
thrown—viz : because it was unconsti»
tutional, illegal and void. Gen. Blai
and the party which supports him, now
demand that the operation attempted
to be carried out by the President three
years ago, shall be again attempted by
the President elect ot that party. Will
these Southern allies of the Democratic
party, who rejected that plan of the
President, three years ago, because, as
they said, it was unconstitutional, ille-
ogal and void, now think better of 1t,
retrace their steps, eat their own words,
and assist In the consummation of what
they then so bitterly denounced ? Their
pretended opinions and wishes fully
indicate the wisdom and patriotism of
those whom they vindictively denoun-

ced and villified three years ago, for
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sustaining the proposed mode of esta-|
blishing a government in this State.

Should they succeed in having the ex-
isting government of the State again
broken up by the army, under the order |
of the President, do they mean,in good
faith, to reverse their action of three
years ago ?  Or are their present pro-
fessions a mere shift of necessity,a faith-
less pretext to produce civil strife,
confusion and war, for the chance of
realizing, amidst another storm ofterror
and blood,their disereetly concealed,but
ever cherished hopes of the final success
of the “lost cause.”

And so 1t 18, that we are to have no
peace. No matter what is done or who
does 1t, these same men move upon the
prejudices and distresses of the people,
and say that 1s not what ought to be,
but something eclse is. And here, it is
to be noted, that while they have op-

They then tooktheir chances, along with
the colored and whites, to gev control
of the Legislature, the Execuative, and
theJ udiciary, and all the County offices.
They had full tickets for all, but failing
to get into the oflfices by the ballot,
which was the proper mode, (en, Blair
comes out and declares that they shall
be put in by the bullet.

And note further, that he is the man
to do it. He knows what supplanting
covernments with bullets means. e
wasg with Sherman when he came 1nto
North Carolina, and dispersed the govs
ernment and set up another inits stead.

' And whom did theysetup ? Ask Gov-

ernor Vance, and all the State officers
if they were not dispersed by blair.
Ask if'he did not put Governor Holden 1n
the same position which he now oecupies.
Y es,fellow-citizens,Blalr means what he
says ; he means war; he meansto send

posed everything that has been done bv | the army into North Carolina and dis-

others to restore the conntry, they have

perse the government,

done nothing themselves; nor do they |

now propose anything but another wa:
It seems that the only remedy which

the Sonthern wing of the party believes | for him.

adequate or desirable, is, amid the con-
fusion they seck to Inaungurate, to find
some possible opportunity again to raise

the flao of treason, establish their still| 1860,

But then it may be asked, suppose

. | Blair does mean war, yet, the mass of

the party do not intend war by voting
Grant it. But 1if you clect
him, you put him beyond your control.
The people generally, we know, do not
want war, any more than they did 1n
But do you not know that fiity,

longed-for Confederacy, and to restore | yea, a dozen politicians, put in power,

slavery. _
They have been mighty to destroy
but feeble to build up. They tell us,
that everything is null and void, but
their remedy they do not deem 1t pru
dent to suggeest at this time. General
Blair suggests an initiatory measure,
and he fells us in no uncertain terms
how it iz to be enforced. Take the
army, he says, and go to North Caroli- |
na, and undo—*“disperse”-—whatever
has been done, and begin anew.
fet 1t he further noticed, that this rem
edy was not proposed while the gov-
ernments were being formed—not at
all. They waited to take their chances
in theelections to the Convention which
formed the government, and many of

can precipitate a war in spite of the
people? -And note, especially, that
while the New York Democratic Con-
vention had twenty two ballots before
they could agree upon a candidate for

President, yet with Blair’s letter before

them, and upon the single issue which
he presented, of breaking up the Gov-
ernment by force, they nominated him
unanimously upon the first ballot ; and

he is now uniformly endorsed by the
And | "

whole party.

"But then it is said, that while 1t
is the purpose to overthrow the gov-
ernment as Blair says, yet there need
be no bloodsbed. As soon as the Pres-
ident takes the army to break up the
covernment, let Congress say not a

them took seats in that Convention.

word, let the governments all disperse,

- : e iR . @ | : gt
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and then everything will be peaceable,
and no more blood will be spilt than

may be “wiped wup with a pocket hand-
kerchief.” Lut our counutrvmen, when
did such a thmo' ever happen 2 Does
the histor y of the world furnish any in-
stance ot governments beingoverthrown
pemem)hj > Overthrow the govern-

ment peaceably /! Repeat the terrible
story of the late war! The govern-
ments were then to be overthrown
peaceably. but were they ? A pocket
handkerchief was then to wipe up all
the blood ! but soon, all the handker-
chiefs and all thes cloths were insufh-
cient to bandage the wounds. Depend
upon 1t, when the President takes the
army, which he has no right to take for
‘any such purpose, to destroy the gov-
ernments, which Congress and the peo
ple have formed, Congress will not
stand 1dle, nor will the covernments,
There will be fichting ; and when 1t 18
announced that the purposeis to deprive
4,000,000 of people of liberty, the fight.
mng w ill be ter rible, and the shedders of
blood will be round about your houses,
like the locusts of Egypt. How differ-
ent from :
(xen. Grant, “let us have peace I?

L1V. After thelate clections, and when
the time had arrived for Gov. Holden
to take possession of the offive, the KEx-
Provisional Governor,J onathan Worth,
declined to vacate until he was informed
by the military that he must do so. He
then vacated the office under a written
protest, in which he said, “1I do not
recogiiise the validity of the late clec-
tion, “under which you, and those co-op-
(Jl*atnw with you, claim to be invested
with the civil government of the State.”

V. One of the iecading organs of the
Democrats in North Carolina , approved
the Pt otest of Governor VVorth and

sald Lie was still the lawful Governor
of the State, and that his protest might
bhe ¢ fu;scfal in the future.” Now, how
useful in the tuture?
mean ? It means that Gov. Holden
may be thrown out and Gov. Worth
will still be Governor, The “Sentinel,”

e -

all this 1s the Senbimem of

F

| peaceful means of the ballot hox.
What does that

the leading organ of the party in this
State, also approved Gov. Worth’s
course, and copied the above article.
Another leading Democratic Journal,
the New York “WT()lld "in an article
copied by the “qontmol ? and headed
“The Right Spirit,” s ays that it the
coming clections are not conducted as
they think they ought to be, and the re-
sult 1s difierent from what they think
1t ought to be, then the Democrats will
appeal to “physm‘ll strength.”  The
precise language is, “If they exclude
us from the polls or refuse to count our
votes, we shall be none the less a ma-

JOI‘ItV, and having the preponderance

of physical %tlennth the Democratic
party will not be found so w anting in
mdnhood, as to be ruled by a wreckleq%
usurping minority.” Now, what does

this threat of “physical force” by the

Democratic party mean? It means
what the words plainly declare, that, if
they are not satisfied with the electlon

this fall, they will not be ruied by what
they call a usurping minority. They
say now that Congress is a usurping

'minority, and they mean to declare that

if they cannot change things by the
ballot, they will by the bullet.

VI The North Carolina Democratic
Conventilon,which assembled in Raleich
on the 13th August, in the first resolus
tion of 1ts platform, enderses Gen., Blair
as aman of “‘sound political principles,”
and “recommends him to the hearty sup-
port of the people.” It also approved
the platform of the National Demoeratic
Convention which declared the duate
Governments void., And it is to be
especially noted, that the said Demo-
cratic Convention utters not a word of
disapproval of Blair’s letter., On the

contrary, they fully endorse his “prin-

ciples” as “sound.” It is true, they do
say “they desive and intend to bring
about these wholesome changes by the
LB T
course they do desire to do it by peace-
ful meaus, if it can be done peacefully
They would be demouns, it they prefer-
red war to peace. DBut suppose they

e i 1 Ml e
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cannot eifect the changes' by 'peacefﬁl

measures—how then ? will they stop at
that 7. If' so, why did they not say so?
They donot sayso.. They take especial
pains not to say so0.  Read their resolu-
tions, and 1t is apparent that they pur-
posely dodged saying so. They knew
of Blair’s letter. They knew of the
terrer 1t was spreading over the coun-
try. How easy, and proper would it
have been, therefore, for them to have

sald, we do not approve of that letter!

What they do say in substance 18, that
they desire to accomplish their purposes

peaceably 1t they can, but at all events:

they mnst be accomplished ; and if it
cannot be done peaceably, then iet Blair
come on, ke is the right man, ¢“His
principles are sound.” e

But suppose nothing else had been
sald by any body, except that the State
government 1s void and must be over-
thrown. The question would immedi-
ately oceur, how is it to be overthrown?
1he election ofa President of the United
States, no matter of which party, does
not eifect the validity of the State Gov-
ernments. .

Suppose the election was over, and
the Democratic candidate was elected —
would not the State goyernments re-
main precisely as they are ?  Of course
they would. What can be meant,
therefore, by the Presidential election

overthrowing the State Government of
Governor Holden is

North Carolina ?
elected for four years, The Legislature
for two or four years, and the Ju-
diciary for eight years. How are they
to be superceded ? Blair tells you. And
every body that endorses him tells you,

It1s to be done with the army! and

that is war and nothing else. -

Under the forms of law, the result of
the Presidential election cannot possibly

affect the Btate Governments. If un-
constitutional and void, they would be
so declared by the Supreme Court under
the administration of one President as
soon  as another. The only way in
which they can be affected by the re-

sult of the Presidential election, is the |

|

| mandates,

i . el Y, - AR B oo g iy P g K - gl LS

one indicated by Gen. Blair’s letter—
viz: to pledge a candidate and his party
that, 1n the event of his election, he will
usurp the constitutional jurisdiction and
powers of the dupreme Court, disregard
the forms of law, take the armvy in his
nand, and by force and bloodshed make
his ewn pelitical opinions and wishes
the law of the land. Andsuch are the
means proposed and the = purposes
avowed by Gen. Blair., And his party
endorsed him at New York, and his
party adherents in North Carolina, sol-
emnly resolyed, in their .State Conven-
tion, that he and his principles are

1 “sound.” They leave us no room to

doubt. The will of the President elect
15 to take the place of a decision of the
Supreme Court, and the army is to he
“‘compelled” to execute his individual
be the counsequences what

they may. If all men quictly submit to

this usurpation, 1t is peace. But if

-

thelaw-loving and law-abiding nortion

of the people, resist the overthrow of

the constitution and laws, and the ty-
ranny of a Military Diectatorship, it
must be war. In a nation of ircemen,
who love liberty and hate tyranny, no

man can doubt the result.

Mr. Seymour, the Democratic nominee for
the Presidency, whom the party has commit-

ted to these dangerous views and purposes,

and who 1s to. execute them, presided over
the Convention which put them forth in its
platform and nominated Blair unanimously

on the first ballot. Hg assented to and ap-

proved the whole, and stands pledged before

the country, and to his party, in the event of
his- election; to declare the State govern-
ments in the South illegal and void, and to
compel the army to overthrow them at the
point of the bayonet. It is true,in his letter
accepting the nomination of the Convention

over which he presided, he does not, .in

words, endorse Blair's letter, and he pru-
dently retrains from violent language., But
le does not intimate in the least degree,
that he disapproves of any part of Blair's
letter, or of the platform and procecedings of
the Convention, or that he will hesitate a
moment, whatever the consequences may be,
to carry out fully and desperately the pui-
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poses and policy which his party has marked | < Of the Trec
praved, viclous, 1dle and dangerous, and of

out for him. No man can doubt’ his inten-
tion and hig purposes. -- ?

The

We Lave now offered you the proof.
President says the State government 18

void.
SAVS KO,
Carolina Democratic’Convention ‘says so.
The public press says so,  All say 1t must be
overthrown. DBlalr says ‘1t must be over-
thrown with the sword ; and all of them en-
dorse Blair and his principles as ** sound.”

It 18 necessary to the peace and safety of

the country for the people to discountenance

and rebuke this bold and defiant effort of dis

appointed and desperate men, to rekindle

thie fires of civil war.” The election of Gene-
ral Grant to the Presidency is the most ef-
fective and peaceable means by which to
rebuke and forever to silence and quiet them.

They, themselves, know' and acknowledge:

this, " I
efforts which they are making to defeat'him.
Fis election would place the Executive and

legislative branches of the government in

entire accord, and thus restore confidence,
improve the public credit, ‘and secure the
oenerat peace and ¢uiet of the nation.
uncertainty and excitement of ‘the last three

rears has resulted from the bitter antaeco- |
Yy 20+

nism between Congress and the President.
To continue this antagonism ‘four : years

longer, by the e'ection 'of " Mr, Seymour, |

would continue the unsettled: condition’ of
airairs, and be fraught with serious and in-
caleulable dangers.' Those who wish' sta-
bility and peace, would deplore such a result

inthe approaching election. @ But those who!
hope to attain their endg amid the uncer- |

tainties of turmoll and strife, are resorting
to every means in their power to bringabout
such a result, ' |

' THREATS AND INTIMIDATION.

Probiably in nothing is the purpose of the
extreme men of the Democratic party to do.
misciiics more apparent than in their denun-
cltations of all who are opposed to them. It
18 ot to be denied that a very considerable

portion of the capitalists and property hol-

ders are of these extreme men. Some of
them may be good men. Many of them are
those who, by unserupulous means, haye ac-
cumulated from the distresses of the people
large estates, and have thus been enabled to
assume unmerited importance. These men
have not only assumed a superiority over
those who differ with them, but now seek to
to intimidate, and coerce them. They

{he National Democratic Conventicn®
Gov, Worth ‘says so. " The North

“The'|

own the world whieh

speak of the colored people as ignorant, de-

the white people who support the Govern-
ernment as meaner than the colored men,—

In the resolutions adepted at their public

meetings, and in their speeches, they declare
that those who differ with them whether
white or black, shall be proscribed in social
as well as business relations, In oneof their
public meetings lately held in Caswell county
(which was of like character with most of

‘the meetings held in other counties, and 1is
“designated only for convenience) in which

several of the most distinguished men in the

| State spoke, one of the resolutions declares

in substance, that they would not employ
laborers who differed with them in politics,
and one of the distinguished speakers said,
“we have the land and we have the houses,
and we have the meat, and we mean to con-

trol the next election.”
icnee the unusual and lesperate A

- Wedesire to call attention to the dangers
‘which these men are provoking upon the
country. We do not question the legal

right of any man to employ whom he pleas-
es, or not to employ at all. 'We do not de-

ny that if a poor man come to our door in
the cold and storm of night, we have the
right to deny him admittance. But if he
perish before morning, whether we would
not, in the sight of God, be murderers is
another question. There are in North Caro-
lina about 1,000,000 of human beings,
but not omne person in twenty in the
dtate owns land.  Have these few the
moral ‘1ight to 'say to the many, ‘we
God made and you
shall' not live in it? = “In the sweat
of thy brow slialt thou eat bread)” We
grant that, we may say, that if 2 man will
not work neither shall he eat,but have we the
rig‘t;t to say that he shall neither work nor
cat ¢ ' TRRLO96-D

- Ten years ago, what would have been

considered more disreputable than to at-
tempt to bribe or intimidate a voter? But
DOW 1t 18 everywhere a matter of boasting

that ““we have the land, and the houses and

the meat,” and we will make the poor vote
as we please. Again we say, we wish you
to consider not only the gress immorality
but the terrible dangers which such a course
1s calculated to provoke. Whatis to be the

{end of all this ¢ If the voters submit to be

intimidated and the many agree to vote with
the few, through compulsion, the effect
will be to destroy the freedom of elections,
and to change the republic to an oli-
gharchy, But suppose these voters do

_.—.—r —
i
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selves ?

vrot choose to submit to be -intimida-
ted. Suppose they conclude that their
rights and liberties are 1n danger, and
that the object of those who seek to intimi-

date or coerce, 18 to oppress and enslave

them, and to make them hewers of wood and

~drawers of water, and that thelr satety con-

sists in their independence and demands re-
cistance. When vou tell them that they
shall not till the soil to make their bread,
suppose they say we are obliged to make
bread or die, and we cannot submit to die.
When you tell them thatthey shall not have
a shelter from the cold, suppose they deter-
mine that neither shall you bave a shelter
from the cold. When you tell them they

shall not bave meat,suppose thiey tell youthat

they are willing to work,but thai they are not
willing to starve. What may all this come to ?
Does the history of the world furnish us no
jessons of the masses driven to desperation
bv oppression? Is our society 1n a condi-
tion to be arrayed, one class against another ?
Didl vou ever hear a multitude ery for Jhread ?
Such scenes have been confined to the op-
pressed of the old world, but as orten as
such a cry has been heard, property and life
have gone down before it.

Have you, who threaten thus to in-
timidate and coerce, thought well, or
have you thought at all of the danger
you are provoking upon yourselves and
upon the country 2 You say that the colored
men are ignorant, depraved, vicious .idie
and dangerous. Suppose that betrue, what
then? You will admit that they are In

considerable numbers, and in many locali-

ties they are the majorities. If they are as
vou say-they are, why 1s it that their wvil-
lainies have not everywhere exhibited them-
Why is it that your property and
lives have been safe? Why 1s 1t that you
sleep soundly at night ? This would not be

the case, 1f you were surrounded only with

desperadoes, If these people are bad men,

ancd yet do no harm, may it not be because

of some good influences exercised over them ?
Have vou exercised any good influences
over them? Your complaint 1s that you
have no influence at all. They do not vote
for yvou nor with you. You do not offer to
he their candidate, nor ask for their votes,

‘You say they shail not voteatall. Yet some-

body or something does exercise a good 1n-
filuence. Can it be the white men who act
with them.and who areso bitterly denounced

by vou as meaner than the colored men them-

selves ?  And while you have been abusing
those who treat the colored men generously,

and are willing to act with them politically, |

3

to you, may be as sweet to them ?

with fear ?

did it never occur to you, that thesc same
men have been and may still be in some
measure your protection and your defence ?
It may be that those whites whom you abuse
so much for acting with the colored men po-
litically, have exercised, and desire only to
exercise 4 wholesome influence, and neither
you, nor your wives nor your children may
know how mnch yon are indebted to them for
the good order and safety of society.

All the colored men and mean whites are
against you,you say, and they are more numer-
ous than you ; and yet you provoke them with
all your power of hard words. And now
you threaten that you have the lands and
they shall not make their bread, unless they
vote with you ; and that you have the houses
and they shall not live in them, unless they
vote with you; and that you have the meat
and that they shall not eat 1t, unless they
vote with you; and that they have to live by
their labor, and that you will not employ
them unless they vote with you; and that
they shall quit your service, though they
have not bread for to-morrow to keep thelr
children from starving, unless they vote with
you. This is not aimed at colored men
alone, but at all white men who live by their
labor.

Did it never occur to you, ye gentle-
men of ecducation, property and character,
to you, ye men and especially ye \women,
who never rceceived anything from these col-
ored people, but services, kinduness and pro-
tection—did it never occur to you, that
these same people, who are so very bad, will
not be willing to sleep in the cold, when
your liouses are denled them, merely because
they will not vote as you do? That they
may not be willing to starve while they are
willing to work for bread ? Did it never
occur to you that revenge, which 1s so sweet
Hear us,
if nothing else you will hear, did 1t never
occur to you that if you Kkill their children
with hunger, they will kill your children
Did it never occur to you, that
if you good people maliciously determine
that they shall have no shelter, they may
determine that you shall have no shelter?

One of the distinguished speakers 1n the
meeting referred to, also sald that 1f any
white man stepped over the line (that is
voted in opposition to the Democratic party)
and afterwards attempted to enter decent
society, he should be kicked out.

Men who speak orattempt to act thus,or who
approve or countenance such, are the personal
enemies of those against whomn 1t i1s almed
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and should be so treated by themn 1n all the
relations of life.

And now be it remembered that in the
late election, there were more . than 20;-
000 majority of the free men of North
Carolina who voted in opposition, te
the Democratic party. Will it be safe for
the land holders, the house holders and the
meat holders to attempt to kick into dis-
grace and starve to death 20,000 majority
of the free men of the State ?

In the Democratic convention for the

State’ of North Carolina = which | as-
cembled in  Raleigh on the 13th of Au-
cust, the most gifted and popular.

apedker 1n the body, said. that heretofoge,
we had been accustomed to treat Chief Jus-
tice Pearson and other distinguished gentle-
men with respect, but now they have *‘dis-
oraced” themselves ~ by uniting with the
opposition, and they are to be no longer
recognized. What is to be the effect of all
this? Can the Chief Justice and others
almost as distinguished as he, and who
have s:rved and honored the Sta.te so long,
can they submit to be kicked and disgraced
by those who have the “land and the houqes
and the meat?” Will these persistent
fomenters of mischiefand treason never cry—
hold! enough ? Is it not enough, that they
destroyed the government and filled the
land with widows and orphans and bank-
rupts? Is it not enough that they have des-
troyed our peace and prosperity, our com-
mon schools, Internal 1mprovements and
every other mtcrest, and left us poor and
dishonored ? With their hands red with
the blood of sons and brothers slain, and
their hearts biaek with the basestof erimes—
with murders and thefts—the starving of
prisoners and the most revolting outrages
upon women and aged men, must they still
“havoc ! and let slip the dogs of war?”
Az we never to have peace ? Are our sons
to be reared only for theslaughter field, that
these mischief makers may enjoy, to the ex-
clusion of all others, “their lands, and their
houses and their meat ? and that they may
have the refined pleasure of kicking men
better than themselves out of “decent soci-
ety 77 Our older sons were Killed or crip-
pied in the late war, But three years have
clapsed.  Have our younger sons had - time
to grow up fat for the slaughter? Shall
they go into the dltcl;es agaln, while others
stay at home to enjoy “their Tands and their
houses and their meat,” and keep themselves
5o “decent” that 1if you attempt to enter
their scelety you must he “kicked out 77
But let it not be sul)posed that all who

2

have lands and houses and meat are of the
mischievous cluss of which we have spoken.

‘We hope that a very large majority of those

who have lands and houses and meat, are
humane, christian gentlemen, who scorn to

countenance the oppression which is threat-

ened.  The Chief Justice and the thousands
who act with him have lands, and houses,
and meat, but they do not have them to use
for oppression. - And we know that some of
those who threaten, have neither lands, nor
houses, nor meat, nor have they any decency
to spare, much less, boast. But in times of
violence extreme men assume unwonted im-
portance, and we therefore call on all reason-
able and moderate men, whether they have
lands, and bouses, and meat or not, toarouse
themselves and prevent these desperate mis-
chief makers from again plunging the
country into strife, anarchy and bloodshed.

The desperate spirit which 18 manifested
towards the government has rendered it
necessary for us to provide the requisite
means to preserve peace and order. We
have provided for organizing the Militia and
renclering a suflicient portion of it effective

1n case 1t be needed to overcome violence

and execute the laws, DBut white and color-
ed citizens are to be organized separately.-—
We nave deemed 1t necessary to pass a strin-
gent law against the bribery and intimida-
tion of voters. The object of these and
other measures has been only to provide for
preserving the public peace, to secure a fair

and untrammelled expression of the popular

will in elections, and to furnish the govern-
ment, with the means to enforee its authOL_-
1Ly and nave the laws promptly executed.
We now appeal to all the law-loving and
law-abiding people of the nation, but espe-
cially to you, men ot North Carolina, whose
ancestors were the first to declare for that
Independence under which the Union was
formed and liberty secured : to you, who
were the last to be driven into secession and
rebellion against the Union—to you, who
were the most bitteriy reviled and the most
grievously scourged by Confederate tyrants,
during the dark days of treason and blood.
We apneal co you, men of the mountains, of
the mid lands, and of the seaboard, to come
forward in defence of the Union, the Consti-
tution and the laws, and to command the
peace ! Make known to these ever-restless and
turbulent revolutionists, who once deceived,
and then oppressed and ruined you, that
freemen have rights which are sacred ; that
they establish gnvern_,m:ents and make laws to
be obeyed ; and thatthey possess the will
and power to enforce their rights and to de-
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fend their govertiments and their laws against
the threats and violence of all who attempt
to overthrow them.
We need peace.
freemen of America has a hand strong
enough to mai ntain the authority of
the nation and aweturbulent and rebellious
men into submission and obedience ¢ That
Providence which has ever seemed to take
under especial care the affairs and destinies
of this Republic, has raised up for us, in
these times of trouble, such a man. In the

Who among

struggle to establish this Government, it
In the strug- |

gave us General Washington.
gle to preserve it against rebellion and trea-
son, it has given us General Grant, With
the reins of Government in his hands, would

any traitor dare attemp; turther disturbance:

of the public peace? They feel and confess
that their last hope is staked on defeating
his election to the Presidency. Will you,
our countrymen, allow themn to realize that
hope, and again plunge this land into strife,
bloodshed and desolation? You may avert
1t and sccure lasting peace by your ballots
in the approaching election. If not, you
must submit to give up your liberties, or

prepare to resist the army which General
Blair and his President elect will *“ compel”

to come down upon you, to undo, overthrow
and break up ; to substitute anarchy and
war in the place of order and peace, May we
bespared the dreadful scenesthat must follow!

“Let us have peace!” These are the
words of General Grant. Sustain him
with your votes, and you sustain peace.
Like “the still small voice” to the Prophet on
Horeb, after the winds and the carthquake
and the fire, so now to the American people
come the gentle words, “Let us have
peace.” While the discontented, the proud
and the turbulent threaten war and hlood,
let this people arise in their majesty and
command the peace! And in order to
secure 1t for the future, let them place Gen.
Grant in the Presidential chair. '

We have thus plainly spoken to the peo-
ple of North Carolina, because we believe
that to apprize them of existing danger, and

to indicate whence it is threatened, is the |

best means of averting it.

If the disreputable and criminal threats
to revolutionize and overthrow the Govern-
ment, and to coerce the voters of the coun-

try by starvation and social proscription to |
vote with those who propose it, are attempt- |

ed to beexecuted, the most terrible scenes of
violence, bloodshed and clvil war must in-
evitably come upon us. But if those who
are warned in time, can be persuaded or

siliille.

H

!

W. M. Moore,

J. R. Simonds,

| 'T. A, Sykes,

E. A. White,

compelled to abandon their treasonable and
wicked designs and practices, to obey the
laws, keep the peace and submit to the will

the | of the people, expressed in fair electiong,
‘untrammelled by violence, threats, or intim-

idation, good order will prevail in every
branch of society and among all classes of
our citizens; the Government will o0 on
calmly and peaceably in the exercise of itg
legitimate and accustomed tfunctions, the
rights of all will be protected, the public
peace will be preserved, and prosperity,
good will and kind feeling will soon return
to bless a distressed and suffering people,
aé1d to secure and perpetuate their liberties
for generations to come.

Tod R. Caldwell, W, D. Jones,

Jo. W, Holden, J. T. Harris,

Geo. W. Gahagan, N. B. Bellamy,
Samuel Forkner, J. 8. Harrington,
Isaac Kinney, R. W. Lagsiter,

Jno. A. Hyman, E. A, Legg

F. G. Martindale,

W. A. Moore,

D. J-. RiCh, -

T. M. Shoffner,

Chas. Winstead,
Peter Wilson,

W. Ames,

W. G. Candler,

W. T. Gunter,

Hugh Downing,
J. H. Davis,
Bk Morrill,
Isham Sweat,

J. 8. Leary,

R. Falkner,

S. C. Barnett,

' J. B. Cook, J. B. Long,
F. W, Foster, J. T. Reynolds,
J. P. Vest, Thos. Snipes,
P. A. Long, A. C. Wiswall,
H. E. Stilley, Gr. W. Price,

F. G. Moring,

W. B. Richardson,
S. G. Horney,

L. B. Banner,
Mathew Carson,

J. A. Crawford,

S D. Franklin,

G A “Graham "

Jonas Hoffman,
Henry Eppes,

J. R. Mendenhall,
Wi, Barrow,

E. K. Proctor,
Jos. Dixon,

W. B. Siegrist, Ivey Hutchings,
T. M. Vestal, Jas. H. Harris,

E. W. Pou, Abel Kelley,

B. R. Hinnant, R.T. Long,

A, W. Stevens, Byron Laflin,

O. 5. Hays, C. Mayo,

L. G. Estes, _ W. W, McCanless,
W. T. J. Hayes, Gre0. P, Peck, '
Jas. Blythe, J. H. Renfrow,
D. D. Colgtrove, d. T. Reynolds,
R. R. Rea, A. 8. Seymour,
B. F. Morris, Thos, Snipes,
Joel Ashworth, Jas. Sinclair,

J. C. Rhodes G. W. Stanton,

J. T. Pearson,

J. E. A. Waldrop,
David Hodgin,

G. Wm. Welker.

WFEN' Color Control Patches



