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SELF-DEFENSE or murder? The gash across the 

forehead and the bruises under Murphy’s right eye 

raise questions of possible police brutality. 

Everyone let it go at 

that, someone went to tell 

his folks, but everything 

seemed alright until the next 

morning when word swept 

through the Black community 

that Bill Murphy had been 

killed. Local newspapers said 

that he had struggled in the 

car with the policeman and 

in the process had been shot. 

Not only did this make 

no sense to people who knew 

that Bill Murphy was not the 

kind of man to struggle with 

a policeman, but it didn’t 

make any sense either to 

y LET HOLE in Murphy’s stomach can be seen 

Seen just above center in the photo at right. 

Black 

those who knew this officer 
and other like him who had 
a history of disrespect for 
Black people. 

What followed was a 
Black community 
investigation. This 
investigation turned up a 
wealth of information, so 

much so that any one in his 
right mind could not believe 
Trooper Day’s tall tale. 

Starting at the beginning, 

some observers recognized 
that there was a little 
disagreement as to whether 
or not he had actually talked 

Fountainhead, Wednesday, September 8, 1971 

leaders in Pitt County have said that these could 

  
have resulted from a pistol blow to the head. 

with the white woman. But a 
friend who had passed him 
on the road noticed that he 
had spoken briefly with the 
white woman, clearly making 
no advances. 

It was right after this 
that the patrol car stopped 
him and placed him under 
arrest. The officer had not 
talked with the woman, so 
he could not have been told 
that any passes had been 
made. Apparently Trooper 
Day was just out to get him 
a nigger that night and Bill 
Murphy happened to be 

  
Day claims to have fired into the stomach but 

Black community investigators believe that the 

bullet entered through the back. 

there. 
Another sidelight to the 

incident pointed out by an 
observer noted that in several 
instances the same woman 

had been seen around the 

area with the same Trooper 

Day. And some people even 

advanced that Trooper Day 

may have dropped her off 

just before Bill Murphy came 
out. 

All this may be argued, 

but from that point on a 
clearly documented story of 
what followed can easily be 

uncovered. Once Bill was 
handcuffed-hands behind the 
back-and put in the car, 
instead of going straight 
ahead on the small rural road 
and getting on the large 
highway, Trooper Day turned 
off on a side road with 
deserted farm houses. 

A mile and a half or so 
down this road is where the 
incident took place. And 
although the officer contends 
it all happened in the car, 
the bloodstained highway and 
Bill Burphy’s body speak to 
the contrary. 

On the ground are two 
moderate size puddles of 
blood, a large urine stain, 
and some small drops of 
blood. 

From this point several 
questions arise: 

(1) In the first place, 
how and why would a man 
with his hands behind his 
back reach for a_ police 
officer’s weapon inside a car? 

(2) If Bill was shot in the 
car, why is there so much 
blood on the highway? 

(3) If Bill was shot in the 
car with the .357 magnum 
(which is standard equipment 
for highway patrolmen) why 
was the large urine stain, a 
sign of the body’s 
involuntary muscle relaxation 
upon death, on the highway 
instead of in the car? 

Adding to the fact that 

Ayden shooting has raised questions © = © 
=@f possible police brutalityandmurder 

no one has talked about any 
blood stains or a bullet hole 
within the car (primarily 
because it hasn’t been seen) 
is the 
body. 

(1) There is a gash on his 
right front forehead, as if it 
had been struck with an 
object. 

(2) There is a bruise on 
the same side of his face-near 
the cheek-as if he had fallen 
on it. 

(3) There are two bullet 
holes-one in the left side of 

the back and another in the 

right side of the stomach, 

and not merely a single shot | 
to the stomach as claimed by 
police reports to have killed 
him. 

Putting all this evidence 
together, it became easy for 

the Black community 
investigators to reconstruct a 

more sensible series of events. 
What happened, they say, is 

that Day took the side road 
with an intent of beating or 
killing Bill Murphy. He 

stopped and pulled the 
brother out of the car. 

There was no struggle for 
the officer's gun because it 
was firmly in his right hand. 
He first reached across and, 

facing the brother, hit him in 

the forehead with the gun 
butt, causing the gash and 

also making the brother begin 
to fall forward. 

As he fell, the officer 

fired, hitting the slouching 

and falling Bill Murphy in the 
upper left shoulder. The 
trajectory of the bullet as 
well as its power took it 
through his back and it came 
out of his stomach. 

Bill Murphy hit the 
ground and as he did he 
bruised his face before 
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PICTURE TAKEN ON 

      
the road where Murphy 

was slain shows (1) drops of blood from the gash 
in his forehead: (2) blood stains from bullet holes 

in his back; and (3) blood and urine stains. 

meeting death on the 
highway. The position of the 
small drops of blood which 
would have come from the 
gash in his forehead, the 
larger puddles from the bullet 
holes and the urine stains 
back up this account. 

In addition, the minimal 

degree of powder burns on 

the body indicate that the 

almost point blank range that 

would have been the case if 

he had been shot in the car 

cannot be proven. 
Bill’s parents, Mr. and 

Mrs. Leggett, never found out 
about their son until 6 that 
morning, despite the fact that 
the still handcuffed body was 
pronounced dead on arrival 

‘just after midnite. The were 
not even asked to identify 
the body, that was left to a 
wallet found in Bill’s pocket, 
a wallet which contained no 
picture I.D. nor even a social 
security card or driver’s 
license. 

The clothes were still 

being kept as late as a week 
after the shooting and when 

  

the Leggetts and local 
concerned Black people said 
they wanted to have an 
autopsy performed, they were 
told by Pitt county officials 
that it would cost $200, cash 
on the spot. 

But this murder is not 
going unnoticed. Black people 
have joined together, called 
mass meetings, taken up 
collections and begun a 
Campaign to put an end to 
this kind of brutality which 
has become almost second 
nature. 

An autopsy was 
performed, at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill, and people are anxiously 
awaiting announcement of 
the results. Members of area 
chapters of the NAACP, local 
ministers and others have 
called meetings to let the 
facts be known and decide 
upon a course of action. 
Some people have - even 
answered by taking money 
out of the bank and buying 
themselves a gun, maybe even 

(Continued on page B3) 

  
Sketches by MTOTO WAWATU 

EVENTS OF AUGUST 6 as recreated 
by Black community investigators. The 
numbers in (c) correspond to those in 

the above photo showing stains on 
the road.


