I. Presidentlal election of 1B60 is said to be the most crucial
since 1860, It is also baffling because even the ## public
opinion polls have not given the edge to either candidateg.

| b

John ¥, Kennedy, have many characteristics in common.

Both are young men=--K is 43, Nixon 47. T. R. #§F###a+ was our
youngest president at 42(almost 43).

Perhaps because of youthor perhaps to physcheg,both are
snergetlc and vigorous.The extent of each man'shcampaignimg
1S a sgurcgkpf,amazement to the Ame. people. MLA . ¢ver
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Both are articulate and well-educated. (BF¥e##EREESAEE #I4ITH
SO R FEART C BB REB R A FoR R d ek dik 478 (Both contrast
snarply with Pres. Elsenhower who has difficulty expressing
himself). Nixon graduated with high standing from Whitter
College and The Yuke University law School. Kennedy graduated
magna cum laude from Harvard Unlversity. His honor's thesis
Why England Slept became a best=-seller. : .

Both men JTove fpolitics which khas not been th® cagse wl

al%’presidents or candidates, Eisenhower looked on politicd/
with d&staste and considered the word a dirty word.

Poth have had considerable vpolitical experience. Kennedy
was elected to the House in 1946 and to the Senate in 1952,
Nixon was elected to the House in 19463 to the Senate in
1850, and to the ¥ice=-presidency in 1952,

Both are ambitlous --for each the office would be a fullfillment;
nelther 1ls complete without it. 1o use an acadm&é metaphor

the Presldency was an honorary degree for Eisehhower--his

piace in history was achleved without it. Without the

presidency, Kennedy and Nixon will be mentioned in the

nistory books but the mention will be bare.

Ambition is of course a laudable trait. But it must be admitted
that Dboth men have been accused of opportunism, pragmatism,

~and forgver shifting with the pollitical breezes. , '
Cbeen—##‘-m’aiq image of Nixon held by his critics m Dén)’
Kennedy has been accused of being a "Democratic Nixon." 2 -

(Perhaps this 1s what people have in mind when they say I fear,
Nixon= I fear Kennedy--or I fear both of them.)

Kennedy's critics(Democrats, hhat is) charge that he is

not deeply r#g### committed tg _principleg apnd wonder who isy
against him(I am ewifTIngE Blersriigicon Tn 635 pefdayt). 'They

are unable to love him for the enemies he has made.
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1t is true that Kennedy has shifted from something efzﬁﬁ nationalst
Erp¥ab¥di¥8# in foreign affairs to an internationalist

and from a neutral position on McCarthyism (or an £ll-defined
position) to one of support for civil rights. E

Liberals still find it hard to forglive his unwillingness to

fight McCarthy.. But it should be pointed out that the

senator entered politics as a young man while hls ldeas were




3 the ] a0 .
still /ﬁ?fp;}geﬁioﬁtiaétjé%%isrtoa et has changed from one dominated

by his conservative father to one of assocliation with lliberal
intellectuals. Undoubtedlv his shift to a more liberal--but still

s moderate position -- is #¥###¥ sincere. In this campaign,
he appears to have taken a flrm and unequlvocal poslition on
1 ssues,..
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Mr. Nixon's moral stature has g##E#giraised #o#i$#¥ the greatest
doubtegf; aeubt him. These doubts began with hisruthless

campalgns against Jerry Voorhis 1in 1946 and Helen Gahagan Douglas
in 1950, He sought to identify lMres. Douglas with Communism and
with Communist party-line followerg Vito Marcantonio. Mrs. Douglas
was an anti-Communist and no ally of Marcontonlo. e used a
S=letter word in referring to her and aetually suggested to Nlxan
the campalign that he followed. Nixon has been ###RSSd ¢FiPekie

ER R e P oRERER ¥R R4/ ¥ie7 described as a ruthless man

with a burning ambition--so much the politiclan that you can't see
the manys..you couldn't trust him behind closed doors. In SundaYSs
New York Times he was accused of shifting hls position to whatever
the Am.. people wanted. ¥###pert# For example, 1f sports became
nopular he became friendly with Bobby Jones; If Am.. people indicatled
they desired brains he acquired himself a brain trust. Reston,

who is a reasonably objective writer, deplores Nixon's lack of
standards.. In Nixon's behalf it must be sald that his job 1is
difficult. He can't stick to a Republican positlon and win for tne
party is a minority party. He must meke a broad #f#es#¥ and two-faced
apbpe al °

If all this is somewhat uncomplimentary to the candidates,

It can be stated that eithewould maske & strong presidente
Either would bring all his energy and intelligence to bear on
its many problems. Nelther would be as bored by and indlifferent
to the responsibilities of he office as Elsenhower. Actually a
weak president 1is a greater risk than a sirong one.

Both men are shrewd political strategists, and skI11ful political
organizers. Kennedy showed hisability when he won the Democratic
nomination w¥fEéi#E# in spite bf his religion and without promising
the vice=presidency to #¥f###fcandidate. He saved the vice-presidency
to offer Lyndon Johnston so he couldplacate the South and secure

the presldency. e S sonservative
Nixon adroitness was manifest/BFEfs# apYiEsy to make the/old=Guard
Republicans who control the party machinery and who backed hlm

for the nomination swallow the more liberal Rockefeller platform

to facilitate an election victory.

In gpite of thelr common characteristicsfhg the backgpound of
the two men 1is quite different. Kennedy was born in Boston
Mags., an Irish Catholic. His two grandfathers--John F. Fitsgerald
and Patrick Kennedy were both politicians. #¢k# Pat a political
ose of Boston and Fitz major of Boston. Ran vs. H.C. L. but defeated.
K's father Jospeh P. was a man of wealth and political influence--
he served as ambassador to Eng. under Roosevelt., KXennedy who 1s

one of 9 children attended private secular, but not parocnlal

schools. He seams to have been a rather lackadalslcal student
while growing up and overshadowed by hls older brother Joe.




e navy and emerged a

During WoW.II he served as a lt. in t
Tl Japamese.

nero after his PT.. boat was sunk by
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Nixon was born 1ln Y. rba Linda California, the son of Francis and -Hannah
Milhous Nixon.. Hls Lihllv were Quakers and poor but honest folk.

¥# The family later moved to Whittier Calif where the father kept a
grocery store which Dick helped attend. Whatever, spending money he

nad, ne earned hlimself., He was always a GPﬂQGiEthCUS and hwrd-xorking
youth determined tc make & succesgs of his life,

fle too served in the navy with the rank of lt. commander during W.W. II,.
After the war he returned to Whittler and the practice of law.

The question is which man lives up tb the pref&dential image.
It is not the presonallty so much as the public image of that personalfuty
that 1s important. The standard image is that of a2 man who 1s
a product of a mmall-=town or rural environment whose li1fe has been

that of struggle., But this rerson must ap tear SR¥E¥nF relaxed, smiling,
friendly, self- assured and able to meet all problems.

The factes in Nixon's life approximate this ideal. He 1ls the small=-town
boy who after much struggling made good. But Eéromds personal image
18 more lmpressive and incidentally more like Eisenhower( who had an
unbeataple personallity) . NlXOﬂ appears too ambitious, grim, and
numorless, Keniedj apprears as the all=-American boy. He aegmgfﬁ/fela ced ,
self-possessed, friendly, dlﬁnified.(But sometimes too much glamour boy )

actually the man behind the image may be gulte different. Nixon's
most distinguishing tralt 1s his determination. He is latense and ingrown
put he 1ls more friﬂﬁdly than generally believed and probZably
enjoye soclal intercourse more than Kemnedy..

On the otner handKemmedy 1s a . determined as Nlixon and enjoys the

organizing and technlcal proble*:ls of cmepalgning mﬁ# smore than the hand-
L&kiﬂ;ﬁ and ssuechmaklng.

Personallty is lmportant in every campaign but espe cia1¢y so In this
one. This 1s due to many factors. L= Technological=--jet plane and
television has brought the candidate in view of many more voters.
The debates on t.v. are unorecedented in a pres. campalgn.

2o It 18 due to the fact that party lines have weakened in last
decade due to the fﬂrsrﬂalitj of Elsenhower and those party lines
nave remalned weak 1n case of presidential elections. 5. Amerilican
people are worried. The consider political problems especially
forelgn problems too baffling to solve for themselves and they are
lookling for a man who has found the magicformula.
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Personality in this campaign as in every campaign symbolizess an approach
to issues. The main issue in this campaggn is foreign affairs., Voters

have usually been more interssted in demestic issues--that is bread and
butter issues, Iﬁ+ﬂrﬁst in foreion affairs is due in part to the

dangers confronting the conuntyy and to prosperity which produces relative
unconcern about domestic problems.

Nixon has chosen to wage his campaign primarily on this issue and with

that in mind seleected H,C. Lodge former U.S. repregentative to the U, N,

as his runnine mate, Nixon insists that his "experience" and his ability

to stand up to Kruschev as for example in the Kitchen Debate #ilé thE/
cualify him to meet the cold war challenge, He insists that hi@ party

has maintained peace without surrender and that the U.,S. is today the
sreatest nationa in the world, He urges his opponent not to sell America
sqort A. to his experience Nixon as vice-president was a member of tThe

pres. ua%lnet, a member of the National Sscurity Council, and was

ch, of the cabinet committee on price stability(to fight inflation). He also

made many'good-will" missions abroad for Eishenhower. His recent achiesvement
was to get a promise from Eisenhower to be his good will f@p?fsgﬂta ive,

Nixon's claim undermined

ﬁ#ﬁ#é&#ﬁ#fédﬁﬁiﬁﬁébﬂ33%@&; Had# Barly in the campaign/Eisenhower stated that

Nixon had been consulted on many problems but the final decisions had besen

made by the Pres. W en asked what idea of Nixons had beenme a final
decision, he said give me a couple of weeks to think about it.

Kennedy ingists that Nixon 's role has been secondary .#id Furthermore,
his experience has been in ##¥s## #ﬁ?ﬁﬁjﬂxnwﬁé; W4 promoting the womong
policies, Kennedy charges that the U.S. has declined =conomically and
militarily in relation to the Soviet Union, and that the prestige of the
country has also declined,

T,e issue that has been raised recently is t at of oollcy toward the offshore
islands of Quemoy and Matsu. T, ese iglands held by the “an Oﬁallsfﬁ Chinese
are about 5 miles from the Chinese mainland and as close to (Cyina as

Staten Island to Manhattant.Kennedy proposes to dissociate thoge islands
from the defense of Formose whichis held by the Chinese Nationalists.

He proposes to get the Nationalists to withdraw from the islands but says

they should not withdraw under Communist attack.,

Nixon has said that #&lands should be defended as a matter of principle.
The Administration position has been that the islands would be defended
only if necessary for the defense of Formosa. Nixon has retreated somewhatv
from hig earlier position and said they would defended if an attack on this
was a prelude to an attack on Formosa which would be the indicatlion at the
present time, Nixon charges that KennedY8s policy is one of appeasement

and will lead to war, K.nnedy accuses Nixon of being "trigger-happy."

In summery Nixon's position is that he can stand up to Kruscheve,
Kennedy's argument so aptly put by Adlai Stevenson is that the question
is who can sit down and negotiate with Xruscheve from a position of
strength,




Kennedy insists that domestic issues cannot be separated from
foreign issues. He believes that the nation's achievements in educatiom,
health, economic progress, and other areas will determine its
ability to meet the Communist challenge which today is largely econcmic
and propagandist, |

il

Hes argument is that the federal government must spend more money
for educﬁt on, medical care for the aged, housing, Hs;s ldeas come
from John Galbraith's The Affluent uOClety . Galbraith, a Harmard economists
é##ﬁ;####jpalnts a picture of private glut and public want I other words
the A_erican people have fine automobiles and poor roads, welluaauloned
kltCJEQS but Donrly equipped schools, Kennedy proposes to stimulate the
public sector of the economy.,

Nixon says his goals are the same as Kennedy's but he proposes To create
o climate of opinion in which##H# private enterprise ##3# and local
communites can solve these problenms,

Barntddndidat g Hav e ooed Farm policy is also an issue, Kennedy
support 100% partly for farmers, Nixon's long=range plan is to
get the govt. out of a rmcuﬁfure but first he will reduce the suprluses.
H.s plan is similar to Benson's but he has dissociated himself politically
from Benson.,

i
A, intangiblbe issue iﬁ the campaign is that of Kennedy s religion,
Obgec+ on to Kenned¥s's religious is based largely on prejudice .
bp o wever, enlizhtened people has questioned if a Catholic can maintain
the principle of separation of church and state. T2 Cathollc Cyurch is
more centralized, authoritarian, and hierarchal than the Protestan t
and there is fear that the Catholic hierarchy and finally the Popemay
influence the thinking of a Catholic president, Unlike Al Smith
another Catholic candidate, Kennedy has met the issue head-on, He has
stated firmly that he supports the First Apendment to the Constitution.
1, s voting record backs him up because he has supported federal aid
to education without aid to parochial schools. To me it is ridiculous
to think that the nomination of Ksnnedy is a conspiracy on the part of
Catholics to take over con rol of the country.

Frag Begh an ’fﬂh’#eﬁ LY IE L LA L SRS G NS L S a7 Actually an individual's belief
should be judged by his own remarks and his own record. Nixon is

a kuaker wh;ch church is opposed to oath-taking and fighting.

In recent weeks the religious issue has sus sbgided, but the N,Y, limes
indicates that a renewal of the campalvn 1s planﬁeﬂ for the ten days

prior to the election, Actually such a campaign might have varied

results. Fideht érxv$~mﬁnj*ﬁﬁrﬁhaﬁﬁh Kennedy's religion hurts him in Protest ant
gudiSouth and tRFeirendls PHe% Midwest., On the other hand the raising of

the issue may ﬂrive.many northern Catholics fnto the Kennedy fold,

The Catholic voter is traditionally Democratic. Mpst of the immigrants were
Catholic and if was the Democratic party that helped them out,

H_wever, since 1940 many Catholics have voted Republican and indicated

thev wouLd do so in this campaign. Some have shifted to Kennedy after

attacks were made on his religzion., Regarless of the the political effects of
an anti—ﬂatiollc campaign, it is to be denlored, Other issues are crucial,




The stfutevy of the two canﬁldafﬁs with respect to issues 1is
different, lixon's strategy is to #ppeak ‘Ha tidiemot¥on, speak in generalit
and appeal to emotion, But he is a polished orator and appears To give
sound reasong in his appeal., Kennedy appeals to the reason of the voters
allyhis oreatest appeal is probably emotional., Women like to touch

1es
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but 1ronic

him, ﬂfXQﬁ-has;

Nixon has appealed to the voters to iorg cet party lines and vote fo the

candidate, He must #¢iddiVdadias/ ths De QQPEtlﬁ win the vote of indespendents
an ratio is 60 to 40, Kennedy on fhe other

because the Dgmocratic Republic

t
hand vote for the man and the party best ecuipped for leadership. He ha

smphasized his party affiliation partly to divert attention from his ~lzion,
the Democratic candidsate not the Catholic candildate,

Nixon hag attempted to capitali on Bisenhower's ) J
has in less decree tried to capnitalize on that of F.B.R.

This does not mean it will
men will win bv a

e

The outcome of the election is very uncertain,
se., One correspondent say one of the
dea which one it will be

necessary
lt.i.n llfi e




