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In theory this interview was supposed to be very is most unique about Mr. Ammons, outside of his 

informal, with a minimum of structure; however, to enormous writing talent, is his powerful sincerity. He 
get to the point, I got involved with the conversation is the kind of man who is as comfortable talking 

and abandoned the note-taking necessary to write on about the World Series as about the role of the poet 
an informal format. I apologize to all who are in modern society. And all that he does has a personal 
offended by such rank amateurism and I can only flare that combines true greatness with humility. We 

suggest that they talk to Mr. Ammons personally. are all lucky to have the opportunity of having him at 
It is unfortunate that the interview is formal Wake Forest for this year; I don’t know anyone who, 

because Mr. Ammons is the antithesis of the having the least contact with him, does not appreciate 
stereotyped psuedo-sophisticated poet. Perhaps what cg 
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STUDENT: What is the role of the poet in society? STUDENT: What role does the poet’s artifacts serve? 

AMMONS: Two items have a part in that question, AMMONS: The poems of a man can come to form a 

. society and the poet. Society assigns no role to the community, however scattered, of perception, so that 
S poet. It lets the poet survive if he can; if he cannot, it a few people here and there begin to realize and share 
§ sustains its complacency. Limited segments of society some things they might not otherwise have had in 

will pay the poet to teach, or will pay others to teach common. 
his works, or sometimes, in very limited numbers, will 

pay to hear him read his poems. All this makes the 

poet furious. Out of the fury (and a few other 
resources) the poet writes poems which declare that 
they don’t give a damn what society thinks. Society AMMONS: None. It’s the poet’s business to see and 
sometimes finds this useful. say truly; that is, with as much faithfulness as 

STUDENT: What responsibility does the poet have for 
the vision of reality he sets forth?   
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