
  

et
e 

si
te
 

+= 
b
a
r
e
 

as representing Lower Cretaceous deposits. 
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with the exception of a few feet of Pleistocene materials at the top, penetrated this formation to a depth of 220 feet, at which depth ancient basement slate was encountered. An escarpment separating the Wicom- ico terrace from the Coharie terrace, whose elevation is about 100 feet greater than the Wicomico, runs north and south along the west border of the town. Poor exposures of Patuxent strata occur in this escarp- ment to a height of about 35 feet above the Wicomico terrace and are overlain by supposed Black Creek strata. The thickness in the vicinity of Fayetteville, therefore, amounts to about 255 feet. At Goldsboro, according to a section published by Darton,3¢ about 175 feet of materials 
which should be referred to the Patuxent formation were passed through 
from 50 feet below the surface to the surface of the basement rocks 
underlying the Coastal Plain at 226 feet. At Tarboro in a well drilled 
under the auspices of the city government, basement rock was struck at 
a depth of 328 feet. The lower 228 feet of Coastal Plain materials is 
interpreted as referable to the Patuxent formation. In a deep well at 
Scotland Neck, Halifax County, basement rock was encountered at 349 
feet below the surface, and it is believed that about 275 feet of Patux- 
ent beds were penetrated. » It thus appears that along the southeastern 
border of the belt of outcrop throughout its northeast-southwest extent 
the thickness is comparable to that at Fayetteville. In the coastward 
direction down the dip the formation may thicken somewhat for a 
short distance, but as the coast is approached it is believed to become 
thinner and finally to pinch entirely out between the underlying base- 
ment rocks and the overlying Upper Cretaceous beds. 

The only data throwing light upon the presence or absence of the 
formation far out under the younger deposits of the Coastal Plain are 
furnished by two deep borings. One of these, located at Wilmington, 
reached a basal granite at a depth of 1,109 feet. Only Upper Creta- 
ceous beds were penetrated, indicating that land, either an island or 
peninsula, existed in the Wilmington region during early Cretaceous 
time, and that either no Lower Cretaceous beds were deposited or, if 
such deposition took place, that the resulting beds were removed by 
erosion before the beginning of Upper Cretaceous deposition. The 
other well, located at Fort Caswell, at the mouth of Cape Fear River — 
estuary, reached basement rock at a depth of 1,540 feet. There is some 
doubt as to the age of some of the lower beds penetrated, but there 
Seem to be no certain grounds for regarding any portion of the section 
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"U.S. Geol. Survey, Bull, No. 138, pp. 202-203.


